THE WORKINC COMMITTEE OF THE COALITION TO RECLAIM THE INDOCHINA !ESUIIEIIE:E (EIIRJ
A FRELIMINARY REPORT

In tha predesvn hours of Moondey, May 26, one of the wost complete libraries of
Indochinese literature, photos and fllme in the United States was atolen from the
office of the indochina Solidarity Commiggee (ISC), located in the Washington Square
Church. The theft was committed by a group of people who had become associsted
politically wich tho Revolutiomary Undon (RU) and who at the time of the theft
constituted a majority of ISC. We, the working committes of an informal Coalition
to Reclaim the Indochina Resources, have demanded the return of the materials:
that demand, alresdy backed by 2 number of movement organizations snd hundreds of
individualn, was vejocted. The following report is part of our effort to provide
:lnfnt::;iun and analysis of the theft and to build support for the return of the
materiale.

BACEGROUND

For over ten years the U.5. Committee to Ald the Mational Liberation Fromt of
South Vietnam (USCANLFSVN), which lacer became Indochina Solidarity Committee, was
part of the anti-war, anti-imperialist movement in solidarity with the liberation
struggles in Indochina. WNow after that war has been won, ISC has been destroyed
as a resulc of a splic.

For some time, growing political differences bad developed within ISC and,
concurrently, within the local chapter of Indochinu Peaca Campaign/New York City
(IPC/BYC) (of which all 15C people were members). The major policical differences
arose because soma 15C mesbers had, in the last year or so, transfered their
palitical alleglance to the policice of the Ravolutlonary Union, while others did
mtl

The Revolutionary Union, which had its origins in the 1968 SDS splits, is a
self-proclaimed Marxist-Leninist-Maoist orgsnization that is currently atriving to
form itself into the "new conmunist party” in the United States. This push has
caused RU supportera to seek hegemony in many movement organizations around the
country. RU supporters who believe thst it 1s the most correct group to lead the
working clamm at this time tend to treat those who disagres with their leadership
as 1f that disagresment makes one the enemy. This hae been evidenced by their
style of unnecessarily ruthless and sntagonistic mothods of struggle with people
of othar policical tendencies or beliafs. Such conflicts have resulted in RU
takeovers of or thefta from & number of groups. Among others affected have been
The Rest of the Newe, People's Translation Service, Thirdworld Newsreel in Sam
Francisco, and scme chaptsrs and the nacional office of the VWAW/VED, An overtly
anti-worker thei: occurred in EL Peso, There, two KU cadre provided money and
technical akills ia the joint prodoction of a £ilm about the Farah strike wicth a
Chicano worhers center. The centear, Iintegrally connected with the Farah workers,
provided access to the workers for filmed interviews which are the £ilm's political
substance. When the film was finished just racently, the RU refused to glve or
sell a copy of it to the vorkers center despite the fact that it imcludes original
footage of the strike's first dey shot by a vorker and mcde available by the center.

Ve believe that people should investigate the line and practice of the RU for
themaelves, Our own, iniclal investigstion has resulted in our belief that RU thefts
from the movement in tho last few weeka alone total thousands of dollars worth of
squipment and other materisls. A more complete investigation, leading to & paper
documenting and detailing thase snd other similar RU activities, is undervay.

USCANLFSVN was formed in 1965 by Walter Teapue and several others and resained,
until 1972, a wvoluntary association. Many hundreds of pecple contributed to its
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work and helped gather its collections of revolutionary Indochinese materials.
Gradually, from 1972 until lacte 1974, USCANLFSVN/ISC became more ccellective. Among ./
the new people who joimed were Martha Chamberlain in 1971 and later, from 1971 until
19741 Cina Harman, Mike Stout, Felice Weilntrawh, Chries Galanos and Gary Hansjergen.

During the period of collective work, much was accomplished. Bat the
underlying political differences grew and became increasingly di=ruptive in 1974,
At some point Harman joined RU, ond the other four bucame at least complete
supporters of RU and its politics. This nev alleglence came in direct conflick
with the historic functioning of USCANLYSYN/ISC (1%C, for short).

ISC had always been an independent salfdarity committes, which did mot take
positions on matters unrelated to ite primary work and carefully avoided positions
contradictory to those of the Indochinese revolutionsries. Inm practice this meant
that it worked for broad coalitions within the snti-wer and anti-isperialiat
movenents. Just as Che Vietnesmese, 8o too ISC worked as best it could with all
people and organizations who oppossd the war; for example [5C did not take public
positions on questions that could put it at odds wich che Indochinese, such aa
A poaltion on the Sino-Soviet dispuce.

Gradually, it becare sore difficult for ISC to function collectively. The five
who adopted RU's politiecs begsn to take more antagonistic positions toward various
political tendencies that the RU had disagreements with. This meent that ISC
resources ware not readily availsble to feminist groups, of groups assoclated in
any way with Trotskylst or Prarie Fire politicm, or groups supportive of the Soviet
Union - no matter what the quelity of their work in opposition to the war and in
support of the Vietnamese, Increasingly, the five found fault with coalitions
and tendencies that gave what they felt was too much conasideration to the self- =
determination of third world people. For example, they oppomed the right of third
world women in organizing the United Statea/Vietnanm Women's Conference to select
the third world delegates.

An the political stance of Harman and the others hardened, it became less
poseible for ISC to work with unity and respect in other coalitions., Frivate
criticism and derision towerd thope who differed wich RU became common, Eventually
the five started using their majority to biock saything that didn't fit with their
new political priorities although this "democrati-'procesa could not change the
fact that ISC is, and always has been, more than jost 3 collection of seven people.

The fact 1o that there would be no materinls were It pot for the work of many

sons other than those who now presume control of them. By themselves Walter
Teague and Martha Chamberiain have worked more years on ISC than Harman, Weintraub,
Stout, Hansjergen and Calanos together. Many others, not mow or ever members of
I8C, worked to accumulate those materials and resourcas. Without a doubt that
work was not done so that the resources would be avallable only to persons
acceptable to these five (especlally so long an acceptability for them conforms to
unnecassarily restrictive RU politice). Without a doubt Harman and the others, or
even all of RU, did not do anything like most of the work involved or even constitute
da majority of those who d1d any work at all.

After a final breakdown in collectivicy, which occurred during preparations for
the Victory Celebration in Montreal oo May 18-19, Teague and Chamberlain proposed _
to the others that a public split be avolded and chat the organization be disbanded _.
with one last newsletter stressing the victories and apnnouncing what future work
each person was to be dolng. They suggeated that the resources be egquitably
distributed according to usefulness, =tc. The othern adamantly rejected the proposal
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and instead sald that they were going to keep the neme snd organizacion and chat
Chmmberlain and Teague should resign immedintely. The [ive wore urged to consider
the proposal for a week after which discunsfion would resume, Marths and Walter
parted,; and there were no further discumsions untill after the materials were taken.

THE TEEFT ITSELY

On Monday, May 26, in the early morning hours, the KU supportsrm in ISC and others
stole the major imsportant resoorces from the 15C office in the Washington Square Church.
They also took many valuable items belonging to the church and to individuslie. Lists
of these are avallable from the working committees.

About two o'clock PM, Walter and Martha discovered that the others in ISC had
changed the lock on the office; when they tried to enter, the other 15C people and
some of their friends came with sticks and threastened Walter, Martha and the staff
of the chureh should they try to enter. They told Martha and Walter that they had
been voted out of ISC and would be kept out of the office by force. Thére are no
such expulsion procedures in ISC.

After refusing entry to the miniater of the church, the Rl supporters did
accept his offer to mediate and finally admitted that they had taken items from the
ISC office. Later they agreed that Walter could emter the office with Gary to
inventory what wvas left and to diacuss what each side thought right to do with the
various resources. They adoltted taking valuable church and personal items but were
unwilling to return or to release to anyone the Indochinese sateriale. They did
finally return some church equipment and a tape déck belonging to ‘Walter, but kept
a4 mimpograph and shortwave radio that belonged to other individuals. They also kept
much other valuabhle equipment that others helped provide to 180, From that Monday
until Saturday night.the five and their friends held on to the gutted and dys-
functional ISC office. They barricaded it and carried around lead plpes and similar
weapons. Also from Monday until Saturday, many long-time supporters of the work
of ISC came to the church to prevent anything else from being taken out., During
this tise they were joined by members of the church who voluntesred to stay around
thz clock to protect the church and remaining materials.

Chamberlain and Teague and the others refused to negotlate away any more of ISC's
remaining resources, partly because the others already had thousanda of dollars worth
of equipment as well as important policical items, But also beceause they refused to
capitulate to threats and Intimidation. The minister finally had to inaist that the
otherf in I8C leave the church with only their personal possesslons and the office
witd closed to all.

Tha mans mésting on Sondey, June 1, win attended by over fifcy people reprosanting
a broad spectrum of che Mew York anti-war and progreasive movement. This coalition
agreed to denounce the theft and to bulld pressure for the return of the materials,
temporarily to the custody of an uninvolved (if not unconcerned) group (The War
Resisters Lesgue wme vlitimately chosen), afrer which the movesent as a whole would
then decide the best and proper place for Lhese resources to be accessible for all.

The coalition estahlished a working committee which has itemized the remaining
orgadizational waterials in the ISC offf{ce and turned them over to the War Resisters
Lesgue. Gina Harman has been contacted by telephone and given one week to return
the materials. The week has long since passed and:the materianls have not been brought
back.

By theair theft of the Indochina materials, the five people from ISC have proven

3



Walter
Text Box
3


page four

£

their disdain for the years of work of hundreds of people, and have abrogated to
themselvas the vight to determine the use of materiales that In reality belong to

the whole movement. Unless a group representing the movement at large has custody s
of these resources, many good and serious activists will be denled access to them Y
or will be given access to them under only the most restrictive ond sectarian terms.
Certainly this denisl will include all the old mesbers of 1S5C =nd thoas who have
strong disagreements with RO, It will clearly include all those individuals vho
worked against the removal of more materials from Washington Square Church and all

who have joined in demanding their return. And since the ellegisnce of the five

ia to RU, and since REU's behaviour is dncreasingly pectarian, it will probably

include poople in the growing number of groups that the REU is antagonistic with.

Refusal to return these items can only prove the exploitative nature of their
actions. They are now declaring that they, and they alone, are the ISC. They will
probably publish anISC newsletter and have claimed that everyone will have accesa to
the materials at some point In the future, except those who arc working for the return
of the materimls. The same people are alsorworking under the name of IPC/NYC eveu
though they were expelled from IPC for "eectarian, disruptive and antagonistic
behavior," by the national IPC Standing Committee, in a letter dated May 13.

The five and their politlcal friends who were expelled from IPC are now

plasning to form an Indochina Ffriendship association which will be made up mostly

of their own people and for which the Indochina resources will bha very useful. We
hope this opportunisa will be condemned. What L8 needed is the formatiom of & true
friendship association in which all acriviets and future supporters of U.5./Vietnanese
friendahip may join without having to accept the Kii's 1line on such questions as the
Sino=-Soviet splic, the national question, wowen, homosexmality, their limited concept
of the united front, or the KU's recent approach to coalition which has ceused so
miany saplicts and breakdowns. -~

Our criticisme of the actions of those in I8C and the others that support the
Revolutionary Union are not criticisse of the call for revolution and socialism., Wo
Join 4in that call and are dedicated to work for a classless and progressive world,
but we do not think that che KU, functioning as it now does, will lead that revelution.
Rather, at this point they are becoming increasingly destructive of the movement we
should all sopport and build.

An organization is not communist or deserving of revolutlonary leadership becauyse
it says that 1t is; the practice of those who accept its discipline is determinative.
Whatever the formal relntionship between KU and the other four, Gina Harmsn is openly
u member. There is no question that she supporta rhe talking of the materials; the
presumption is that RU does. If it didn't, then she wouldn't; that is what discipline
is all ebout. It is our position that Harman's support of end participation in the
theft is not the practice of the cadre of a truly revolutionary organization. Tha
KU can't have it both ways; unless it dieciplines Barman (and uses its Influence with
the others) to return the materisls, it will be accomniable for the theft.

In the last few days hundreds of people and many groups have signed the peticions
demaonding the return of theé resources. With the growing avarensss of a nationwide
pattern of such ripoffs, many groups are becoming incressingly concerned. If thome
who are holding onto these resources do not heed the movement's call, many groups are
considering further actions to expose and rectify these destructive politics and tactico.

§

—

4



Walter
Text Box
4


page {ive

The working committes urges you to do tha following:

Call (982-0068) or write the five demanding thar they return the resources;
write "ISC", c/o Mike Stout, 126 Macdougal Street, New York, NY 10012

S8ign (as en individual or organizatiomn), clrculate and return to us the
attached petition.

Have your organization mend the working committee (with a copy to the five)
a letter endorsing (me an organization) the petition's demand.

If you haven't done so already, stop working jointly with the [ive until the
materials are returned.

Within your organizatiom or study group discuss the revolutionary validicy of
activities such as these whether engaged in by members of a cadre organizatiom
or not.

Send u= information (thoroughly investigated and documented where possible) of
similar activitias.

Send us your differences with our approach; send us your suggestions and any
informstion as to the location or use of the materials.

Thank you for your support.

The working committee of

The Coalition to Reclailm the Indochina Resources (CRIR}
cfo Washington Square Church
135 West Ath Street

New York, KY 10012 5

June 26, 1975
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FETITION ¥

In the middle of the night, approximately 2 AM on Monday, May
26, one of the most complete collections of Indochinese literature, phot.
and films in the U.5. was stolen from the office of the Indochina
Solidarity Committee (ISC) located in the Washington Square Methodist
Church. This was donaé hi some people from I1SC who are membersm or ¢
associated with the Revolutionary Union (RU).

We demand that the materials be put in the temparary custody
of the War Resistor's League. After their return, a representative
grouping of the anti-war and anti-imperialist movement will decide how
these resources will be ysed.

MAME ORGANIZATION ADDRESS TELEPHONE
{for identification only)

10. P

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17,

18.

19.

Please return to The Coalition to Reclaim the Indochina Resources

e/o Washington Sguare Chuarch. 6
135 West {th Street
Hew York, How York 1o0glz
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