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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Hotbed of
Revolution & Superpower Contention

The International Situation:
4

The Imperialist world headed by the U.S. and the Soviet Union 1s in a deep
economic crisis, As usual, the response of The Imperiallists has been to inten-
sify their exploitation of the people in order to increase their rate of profit.
To do this, they attack our |ives with layoffs, speedup, cutbacks in vital ser-
vices, and by war (which redivides the wor!d's markets and resources.) And as
El liot Janeway, leading government economist confessed, for the Imperialists,
"War is the way out of the crisis."

Though They talk detente, The two superpowers, the U.S. and Soviet Union,
are madly stepping up war preparations - expanding weapons development, increas-
Ing and shifting troop deployments, and ravencusly searching for new military
bases. AT the same Time, They are scrambling around for spheres of influence,
and trying to shift the burden of The crisis cento the backs of the rest of the
world through economic manipulations. Europe's enormous industrial development
is the focus of this superpower contention’because it 1s capable of yielding the
highest preofits. But +he U.S. and Russia also contend for Asia, Africa and
Latin America.

Due to this rivalry for world hegemony (fop explolter in the world), fhe
threat of world war s great. The superpowers however, wil| not decide the
future of the world, for their oppression and exploltation is Increasingly being
met by The resistance of the masses of people .

In a word, the Third World is In effervescence. |t is bubbling up with mass
struggle - with armed might, strikes and demonstrations. By any means necessary
the people will put down the rule of foreign exploiters and their domestic hench-
men. For example, Southeast Asia, once
the stomping ground of U.S. imperialism,
is In great upheaval following the spien-
did Spring victories of the Indochinese
|iberation forces. Like a pack of domi-
noes, the US' wall of rabidly anti-com-
munist countries is falling down behind
the Inspiration of |iberated Vietnam,
Cambodia, and Laos and the anti-imperialist struggle of the Southeast Asian peo-
ples. Though the threat of war 1s great, clearly the main frend in tThe world is
that counfries want independence, nations want |iberation and the people want
revolution. But we cannot wait for war to knock on our door, it is time fo get
prepared. Only by determining who our friends are and who are our enemies, can
we form the broadest united front to rise up and smash the two superpowers and
their blood ridden schemes for war and profit.

Analysing the situation in one area of mounting superpower contention is a
way to understand the forces for peace and those for war. Since the end of
World War |1, the situation in Asia has gone through fremendous change. 30
years filled with resistance to foreign domination and revolutionary upheaval
in almost every country has seen epic victories won. In 1949, the People's
Republic of China was founded, marking the decisive defeat of imperialism on
the eastern front. Then the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, founded
after WWil,was safeguarded against US attack In the Korean war. And now victory



Walter
Text Box
3


In Indochina heralds a new stage In Southeast Asia. MNational |lberation strug-
gies are rapidly flowering; no longer will the Interests of Imperialism, colon=

fal ism or hegemonlsm determine the masses of people

A Great Source of Wealth

Hecause of It2 fabulous weal,. In naturs! resources and |t

s destiny.

strateglc location,

5
big power after big power has tried fo dominate Southeast Asia (SEA). To control
this part of the world is o control aocess o 2 oceans — tha Peclflc end Indlan,
and to control passage through the S5traits of Malacca, an Importent East-West
water route. DODominating SEA means aocess o its ofl, matural gas, Tin, copper,
gold, rubber, rice, fungsien; and Timber fo mame jusT & few of ITs preclous re-
gources. And S5EA also means confrol of The goleway
resouyrces, markets and |abor power.

Fa: Eamern Faimaiei Reaas

The Soviet Unlon, once & soclimllst nation and fr

o mainland Asia with Tts

Fol lowing Wl | and The de=
cline of the oldguard Im=
perial fsts (particularly
Britaln, France and +tha Neth=
arlands} In SEA, the US mov=
ed Inte the reglon as [+ ross
to top dog In the world, But
today, under blows from the
struggles of the Third World
and from the people &t home
agalinst attacks on our |[ves,
and from the Tneviteble |aws
that determine caplital st
deve lopment, US Imparlal | sm
s on the declina.

lend To oppressed peoples

around The world 1s today also an imperialist superpower |ike the U.5. But unllke
the US, It ls & young Imperial ist country, behind the US In 1+s rage for profits,
and more sggressive In ITs struggle for hegemony. S50, B85 the US has been struck &
heavy Dilow In SEA, the Soviet Union is trying o get 15 own foat firmly In the
door. The contentlon of thesa two In SEA Iz a2 sourca of great Intrangullity.

The US in Southeast Asia: From the "Pacific Rim" to the “Blue Water”

The U.5, defense strategy before being kicked out of Indochind regarded The
Pacific Ocean as an American laka. With the southern Paclific rimmed on the west

by Asla and SEA, and on the east by the Americas,

he "Paclific Rlm 5trategy"

callad for & U.5. @il ltary precsance on the land masses ;s_lrrc\-._inr_li"-g the oraAn.

Now however, under pressure Trom the revolutlonary upsurge of the people, the
uS's puppets can no longer afford o respond favorably to every tug on thalr
strings by thelr American masters. In several areas the Paclfic Rim has been bro-
ken, |In Thalland the anger and strength of the people has resylted In the Prime
Ministoer demsanding that the US remove all Ifs froops by March, 1976. Obviously

-

IS5 mllltary presence In Indoching [except
guastion, As part of [ts developing relations =iih

the US is opparent|y abandoning Taiwan as o base.

sdvisory and logliatics capacity only. (Saturday Review, 8/23/75)

F |

or Zaboteurz and agents) J& out of the

tha People's Republlc of China
There are 4,000 men There In

»

Ang Tlnally, tha

[
-
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late Sept. meeting of the Southeast Asian Treaty Organization (SEATO) ministers,
declded to end the aggresslve alllance to "better conform to the new realities
in S.E. Asja."

In other areas, the US' rim is threat-
ened. Mass protest In Japan forced the
US territorial control of Okinawa to be
given back. The US will continue 1ts
base on Okinawa, but the island is no
longer US ferritory and can play only
a secondary role in US strategy. The
threat of an oil boycott by the Ofl
Producing and Exporting Countries (OPEC)
against Singapore's economically lucra-
tive naval refueling station has forced
Singapore's government to reevaluate US .
naval access to its facillties. (FEER,7/13)
And even the US' puppet Marcos has been
forced to set new conditions for US ac-
cess to Subic Bay, Clark Airforce Base
and other military installations on the Philippines.

R

Japanese students demand that
the U.S5. get out of Okinawa.

The US is being kicked out of its western mainland positions and forced into
the ocean. But Yo clear up any doubts about US intentions, President Ford sald
to Indonesian President Suharto, "The fact that we had a recent tragedy in Viet
Nam should redouble our efforts and interests, and deces, in the stability of
Southeast Asia." (N.Y.Times 7/6/75)

So a new Pacific strategy has been concocted - the "Blue Water Strategy."
The US has launched the intensive development of a sfring of island bases to
guarantee US access to its investments in Asia, control of the seas, as well as
the positions from which to fend off the Soviet Union, its major contender in The
area.

Whatever i+s name, "Blue Water"is a policy of retrenchment and a sign of weak-
ness. Under attack from the SE Asian revolutionary upsurge and Soviet rivalry,
the US has pulled back its defense |ines. The plan is to rely on remaining island
bases and to develop some new areas to bolster these bases.

The bases now stretch from Yokosuka and Sasebo in Japan, Okinawa and Guam,
through Micronesia, where the US has acquired full control of its Mariana |slands,
down to the Philippines, west to Diego Garcia, and will| prebably include Singapore
and or Indoneslia. (see map on p. 7} In hopes of stretching their web even further
to Simonstown, South Africa, for Instance, the US chiefs of staff have held secret
talks with the Scuth ‘African government during the past |2 months. (FEER,7/7/75)

Today, US military power in the Pacific stands at:

Japan: 52,000 men, 4 air bases, 2 naval bases

South Korea: 40,000 men, 5 air bases

Thailand: 19,500 men, 4 air bases

Philipplines: 16,000 men, | air base, | naval base, 6 missile carrying submarines
Guam: 61,000 men, | air base, | naval base, 6 missile carrying submarines

the 7th fleet: 35,000 men, 3 aircraft carriers, 2 cruisers, ‘20 destroyers

5
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In the Paclflc arsa strategy, the US Navy will| contlnue +o be the most Impor-
tant component. According to Dept. of Defense Information and Congressional al-
lotments to date, no new navy will be developed to patrol the Indlan Ocean. Ces-
plte cutbacks elsewhere, the 7Tth Fleet will continue, and [ts Jurlsdiction In the
Pacliflc will now also include the Indian Ocean. The 7th Fleet's manouvers reflect
the Importance put on maval strength In the US' rivalry with the Sovlet Unlon
for world hegemony. With the existence of a US base, Dlego Garcla, in the indlan
Ocean, tha U5 can now have a major naval presence in the Red 5ea and Persian Gulf
preas of the Middle East.

So what does all the US' military prowess in the Pacific region prove?

Following US defeat in Indochina, the US rullng cless whipped up & campalgn of
slander agalnst the Democratic Republic of Vietnam. Tha charges all came down to
calling the URVN an expansieonisi power in Asla. But &l this "DRVN sxpansionist®
balonay is just that. I+'s 2 smokescreen for the US' own role In the area, US
mil1tary bases and occupation trocps are undeniable proof of US Imperiallsm's
expansionist desighs and nec-colonlal Ist Intentlons. And Increasingly, these
schemas bring the U.5, face to face with the Soviet Unlon.

The US role In SEA Is more than "pollceman.” This mi|ltary presence 1s backing
up & tromendous US economlec Investment dating back decades. Working hand In glove
with mach nation's own rulling class, the labor power and rescurces of SEA have
been explelted to yleld the U.S. bllllons of dollars In superproflits, As ysual,
the peasants and workers don't see thelr 1lves Improving from all this "devalop-
mant." The masses of pecple contine fo Ilve In squaler and poverty while the for-
elgn bosses and domestic lackies get rich off of thelr labor.

Buy Cheap and Sell Dear

In past years exploitation in East Asia was a very profitable business., WIith
the practice of "Buy cheap, sell dear" there was a lot of money o be made. The
Southeast Aslan countrles are relled on for mining and many other natural resour-
cas, but thelr Industrial capacity for processing these resources has hardly baen
developed. Rather the actual manufacturing is done in the US or soms other °“ndus=
trialized countriaes. Then the ¥inished products are sold back to the producer
country st an Incredibly Inflated price. For example the price of rubber preducts
exported o some Aslan countries by the US and Soviet Union, who buy almost the
entire raw latex rubber In the area, 15 as high as |0 to 25 times the price of
raw rubber. (Nsinhua, 9/76/75)

Fixing the price of coomodities, |ike rubber, is another means of profit for
the imperiallsts. 653 of the world's rubber comes from Southeast Asla. The US
was originally the biggest buyer of natural rubber, bui the Russian's have taken
its place In recent years with ennual purchases of 300,000 fons. Both suparpowers
produce large quantitles of cheap synthetic rubber which they dump on the world
markat consequently lowering the price of natural rubber. As prices, which had
been dropping substancially since 1960, began to risa In |1973, the US releassd
large quantities of rubber from Its stockpliles driving prices down agaln. The
Soviet Unlon has also brought up large quant!ties of rubber which I+ has held on
to, obviously stockpllIng to suppress prices |Tke tha US has done. Tha US and

N

U have often sent agents to spy on the rubber producing countries gathering Infor-
mation on productlon and sale which can then be used for prlce fixIng. (Hsinhua, 9/6)

The fluctuatlon of rubber prices has serlously affected the econocmy and |Ivell-
hood of the rubber producing countrles, |t has been reported that when the price

ik

of rubber 6
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The fluctuation of rubber prices has seriously affected the economy and |lvell-
hood of the rubber producling countries. |t has been reported that when the price
of rubber drops by one cent, Malaysia for example (one of the three biggest expor-
ters) has lost 25 million do|lars of foreign exchange in & year. (Hsinhua,9/6/75)
The same kind of practices have been used To suppress tThe price of Tin,

The rice market toc has been severly shaken with the rice producing countries'
suffering from the manipulations of the imperialist powers. Following their
stinging setbacks in Indochina, large quantities of rice orlginally destined to
fill "aid" programs In Vietnam and Cambodia were dumped on the commercial market
in Asla. The American rice amounted to about 5% of the total avallable annually
for world trade. Prices were driven down by 50%! This caused severe economic
problems for Thailand, one of the world's major rice experters.

Imperialist plunder has been on such a large scale that iIn many SE Asian coun-
tries the biggest part of the economy is in the hands of the foreigners. In Mal-
aysia In almost all areas of Tnvestment such as natural resource explolitation,
banking anc agriculture, foreigners - particularly the US - control at |east 60%
of the industry. And the imperialists alse sink their claws into the culture.

In the Philippines, where US domination has met determined reslistance from the
people, Marcos was forced to pass laws phasing out foreign (read US) control of
The schools and other more visible areas of US influence. (FEER, &6/13/75)

But the US' economic exploits are I|l-fated. The rising
storm of the Asian people's anger is daily growing flercer.
As the masses grow to understand that US imperialism is re-
sponsible for their rotten lives, 1t+'s no wonder the gover-
nment was so afraid of the example hercic |ndochina set.
Behind correct leadership, with unity and millitant strugale,
thelr fight agalnst Imperialist plunder will surely be vic-
torious.

The decline of US imperiallsm in fact Is already clear on

: the economlc front. The blg bank loans began cooling off in
1974, Folrowing revolutionary triumph In Indochina, things grew ‘worse. American
bankers in South Korea told interviewers that they "are not eager to do new busi-
ness." (FEER 7/4/75) Bankers In Thalland say the "Climate for lending has taken
a sharp turn for the worse because of political uncertainties in the wake of com-
munist victory in Indochina.” (Ibid) |In indonesla, this year's "big" banking deal
is simply a refinancing of an old loan to the state-owned oil giant Pertamina,
that hit a cash crisis, And In Talwan, Malaysia and the Phllipplnes, new loans
are being undertaken, but the terms are much tougher than a few years ago.

The situation in Thalland Is classic. Here the US presence is in perhaps the
most obvious difficulty. Investment and the previously high rate of profit rate
is stagnating . The US is facing ever growing competition from Japan whose own
eccnomic role Is so large In Thalland it outstrips the U.5. 3 to |. And most
important the US military Is about fo be kicked out of Thailand by the anti-imper-
lalist struggle of the Thai people who overthrew the US-backed fascist dictator-
ship in 1973. To top if all off the US Treaty of Amity and Cooperation expires
in 1976 at which time US companies will no longer be immune from the standard
taxes and other restrictions against foreign businesses. The US in SEA is trapped
in the same mire as elsewhere In the world. The imperialist economic crisls, the
revolutionary upsurge of the masses, and competition from its rivals - chiefly
Japan and the Soviet Union, has thrown US economic activity inte a tremendous

slump .
7
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Puppets & Junior Partners \

As the anti-imperialist struggle of the Asian peoples has mounted, the US is
no longer able to rule in the oid colonial way of direct, overt foreign government.
So, an essential part of US neo-colonialism nows is using
"Asians to fight Asians," with U.S. bombs, bullets, dollars
and advisors. Like the ex-US puppet dictators, Thieu of
South Vietnam and Lon Nol of Cambodia, in nations through-
out East Asia, the US is supporting rulers whose only
power is the military might given to them by their US mas-'
ters. Though the mounting revolutionary struggles of the
pecple has forced the Southeast Asian ruling cliques to
change the face of US Imperialism in their countries, the
puppets are stiil puppets.

This year's US exports to Malaysia include |6 super-
sonic Northrop F-5es and F-5bs, which are close ground
support planes, "excellent" for attacking the Malaysian
guerillas. [In Singapeore, where the government has been
forced to change the US' overt military actess to the
country's port, the foreign minister recently called for
a continued US military in SEA, in light of rjsing revolu- =
tionary struggle. (FEER, 7/4/75) |In the Philippines, the fascist dictator, Marcos,
has three different military agreements with the US, on base use, a joint defense
pact, and military assistance to fight the Insurgenfs. In Indonesia US military
aid to the 300,000 man military used to prop up the dictator Suharto, stands at
$5 million a year. (Saturday Review, 8/23/75) And In South Korea, The US is backing
up its fascist puppet, Pak Chung Hee, with 40,000 ground forces, 5 airbases and
nuclear weapons.

And finally, there is the US* ‘“junior partner" in SEA, Japan. Japanese -
militarism is being revived decades after its defeat in WWIl, through a military
alliance with the US. It is militerism tied to the imperialist schemes of the US.
Though Japan is a strong economic rival of the US, militarily it is the weaker
of the two. In order to bolster its own position and recover from recent defeaty
the US government is ever more blatantly pushing Japanese militarism in SEA. Last
month US Defense Secretary Schlesinger made a visit to Japan in an attempt o get
firm commitments from the Japanese government to play a larger military role In
the region. The newest US proposal was a Northeast Asian Tripartite, anti-commun-
ist "defense" alliiance between the US, Japan and South Korea. According to this
scheme, Japanese forces will ultimately come under direct US command.

It is clear, in every country in SEA, that the US is being forced to change
the face of its exploitation and oppression because of the might of the mass
struggle. Buf though US imperialism must change its strategy and tactics, the
aims remain the same: to keep SEA a neo-colony, and out of the hands of the US!
rival, the Soviet Union. As the US scrambles harder fto maintain SEA in Itfs
sphere of influence, the US increasingly comes up against the Soviet Union,

The Soviet Union in Southeast Asia:
‘Asian Collective Security” or Insecurity?

While the Russian ruling class is just getting its feet wet extending its hegemony
over Southeast Asia, and Is yet only an aspiring contender for the kind of control
the US has held for years, it Is head deep In Imperialist designs. The Kremlin's
primary, long-term plan for the area is the proposed Asian Collective Security L

8
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System (ACSS). While the plan seems to innocently call for the "concretization" of
political and economic relatlons between Asian natlons and the Soviet Union, it In-
cludes a ratification of Russia's disputed borders with China and Japan and it is
in fact a proposal to bring Southeast Asia under Russlian hegemony.

The ACSS was originally proposed slx years ago. Russia clalmed It would guarantee
peace, Independence and security to Asian countries suffering under the thumb of US
imperialism. But it fell flat on its face and was firmly rejected and denounced by
the countries in the region., Now, with the US defeat in Indochina and the decrease
in US strength!in the area, Russia has taken this opportunity to reintroduce the
proposal. '

Today, |lke six years ago, the Soviet Unlen has found no buyers for ACSS. As the
Tha! weekly Mahanakon stated, "Is there any reason for Brezhnev, who lives far away
in Eurcope, to establish a 'security system' for Asia? What on earth is his purpose
for doing so if not to expand Soviet influence to these Asian countries and act as
an overlord? Trying so hard to lure Asian countries into the Soviet trap, Brezhnev
underestimates the wisdom of the Asian people...Today all countries want to be free
from the control of the big powers; the fact that Thailand demands a US pull-out
does not mean that she will open her door to the Soviet Security system." (Hsinhua,
7/10/75)

But the Russlans aren't just sitting around waiting for ACSS to materialize, they
are usling their already enormous navy to challenge the US Seventh Fleet today.
While the Soviet Union is actively seeking permanent naval bases in India, Burma,
Bangladeshand even in South Vietnam their warships continue to dock in the Indian
Ocean at a rate four times greater than in 1968. Most recently, with the British
scheduled to withdraw from their naval base on the Maldive Islands (in the Bay of
Bengal west of Burma and the Malay Peninsula), the Russians requested control of
the base. Under the guise of 'friend and helper' of the Maldives they say they can
fill the 'economic vacuum' that

will exist following the British

i’
; : —Viadi U.S.8.R.
withdrawal, thereby "guaranteeing S Viatliveston
? 100 Submarines, 50 Vindlvostok
the Islands' economic stability." Surface Combatant Ships
This sugar-coated poison offer was 1,500 Planes on
rejected outright by the Maldives Soviet-Sino Border

who want no bases there at all.

40-45 Divisions on
Soviet-Sino Border

In another move to strengthen its
hand in Asla, the Soviet Unlon
stands with US imperiallism In de-
manding the "internaticonalization”
of key water routes. This includes
the Strait of Malacca, through (?TMWAN HAWAII
which 5000 ships a month (160 a
day) will pass with the opening of

the Suez Canal. (FEER, 8/29/75) . c,a,“_s.%

@ OKINAWA

By "international ization" they mean d Subic Bay\@¥ Manila
g Y Y Y PHILIPPINES GUAM ®

o
2t

that control of the Strait does not
depend on whose territory It lies &45
in (Indonesia and Malaysia for the '

Strait of Malacca), but rather on ;
whatever country is big enough to
'defend' it. This Is in direct
opposition to the policy of Third
World and non-aligned natlons to
regulate and contfrol activity in

G
their territorial waters. et

® = INDONESIA
ropose e
U.S. Base) 0D =2 o
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The Russians hope ‘o secure opon ses lanes for their navy, strefching from Rusale
ports In tha Black 5ea, through the Mediterransean, Indian and Paclfig Oceans, to
Yiadivoestok in East Asla. This would enhance thalr controil of the major oll! lanes
out of the Persian Gulf to every part of the world., It would also allow & constant
Russlan "gunboat™ presence and an added coersive Influence In almost every Aslan ~
natian.

The Russian Okinawa

Contention 1s also stepping up In tha morth-west Pacific, The pear! of this battie
Is Japan, kay for Its high level of Indusiriallization, third in value In the world
after the two suparpowers. For the past 30 years the US has malntained 1ts big stick
over the aréa with the Jolnt US=Japan Sacurlfy Treaty and key bases at Oklnewa off
dapan’s southern coast. Thase bases sery|ce Mavy, Air Force, Marine and Speclial Forces
and were a key rear base for the US during the ¥orean and Indochiness Wars. Desplte
Ite reversion to Japanesa sovrelgnty, Okinawa has continued Importance for the US
o hold the |Ine agalnst both the revolutionary struggle of the Aslan pecple and
Tha Increasing Russian mil [fary presance.

Mcanwhile, on Japan's northern coast, the Soviet Unfon Ts busy creatlng 1+s own
"Okinawa.™ It Is happening on Japan's four northern-most |slands, the Kurl|es, occu-
pled since World War I1. The Japan-
gsé press has reported that Russia
has now established milliTary Instal-
lations on these Islands, which are
a5 close as four miles from Japan.
One Japanese papor comménted; “the
whole of Japan {s pot under the she-
dowg of Spviet naval and air force
might.” [(Peking Review, NI15, I975)
Hundrads of times & year Russla de—
talns, flnes and Imprlsons Japansse
fishermen who flsh In the disputed
waters, These four lslands are some
of the |llegally occupled territory
the Soviat Unlon hopes to leglitimize
In the proposed ACSS treaty.

Japaness protest Husalan control of Euriles.

*While Repelling the Wolf at the Front Gate,
Guard Against the Tiger at the Back Door"

This Chinesa saying aptly reflects the att|tude of the East Aslan peoples towards
the two superpowsrs, While waging determined struggle agalnst US occupation of Oki-
nawa and other bases in Japan, the Japanese people are not about to glve up thalr
soveraignty and territory to Russia.

The struggle for the return of the four mnorthern islands to lapan is growing dally,
With mass demonstrations and rallies. In this struggle, the Japanese people have In-
creasingly seen that restoration of the Islands cannot be separated from the batile
agalnst the superpowers. As a |leaflet demanding the Islands' return said, "The move-
mant for restoring the morthern igland cerritories should not be confined to the
yearnings of the homeland. We must hold high the banner of np,pnsing begemonism o
wage a tit-for-tat struggle against Soviet Social Imperialism.” (Peking Review, #1315,
1975) (Soviet Social Imperialism is so named because the Russian ruling class parades
a socialist spirit while actually attacking the people with imperialist schemes at
every turn. In the place of the once socialist Soviet economy, the new “tzars" have _
promoted the restoratfon of capitalism under the state's control.) 10
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Soviet ‘Diplomats and the KGB

Throughout the Indochina War, US ambassadors, other civilian officials and the CIA
have been exposed playing vital roles in the US war effort. They directed the war,
controlled the US aid that sustained it, and formulated all major policies for the
puppet regimes. Today, there is an increasing Russian presence of diplomets, military
and 'civilian' advisors and KGB agents in Southeast Asia as well.

The Thai journal Students revealed last month that "there are over 500 Russians
on duty as intelligence agents in the Southeast Asian countries.” The Voice of the
People of Thailand, the radio station of the Thal Patriotic Front and the Communist
Party of Thailand, reported that "the Soviet Embassy (in Bangkok) is the largest
hideout of Soviet spies in Thailand. The number of embassy officials registered is
25, but there are in fact 250 altogether. A hundred of them are KGB secret agents
and the rest are affiliated with the KGB in various degrees.” The broadcast also
reported that the Sovliet Union was stepping up its economic and cultural exchanges
as well as attempting 7o finance Thal publications and organizations. "This is all
aimed at misleading the Thal people into becoming pro-Soviet and ready to serve
Soviet interests." (Voice of the People, 7/22/75; FBIS 7/29/75) One central aspect
of Russla's Acss proposal is for a multitude of economic and cultural exchange pro-
grams to initially establish a large Russian staff in countries where they have
only a standard, restricted diplomatic and ftrade presence today.

In a most blatant act against the Thai people, the Soviet Union has requested a
military attache to their Bangkok Embassy. (FEER, 6/13/75) Military attaches are
specialists responsible for millitary agreements, aid advice, and are always follow=
ed by Increased entanglement and control by the imperialists. One can only ask
against whom does the Soviet Union expect the Thal government to use these weapons
and ‘'advice'? The answer is that the only on-going battles the Thal government is
fighting is against the revolutionary upsurge of the Thail people.

As the US is meeting failure In Thalland, so too are the Russian plans doomed o
fail in the face of the Thai people's opposition to the ruling class and its support-
ers. Mass upheaval climaxed in October 1973 with student demonstrations of over
200,000 people, bringaing down the US-backed military reqime. This summer Thai land
faced Its biggest wave of sitrikes, demonstrations and outright rebellions. Toge-
ther, workers, students and peasants have at times practically brought the Capital
to a complete halt. These struggles have been [inked to the armed fight going on
in the countryside under the leadership of the Thal Communist Party. This revolu-
tionary upsurge is growing so quickly in the afftermath of the victories in Indochina
that investment from Japan and the US Is at a standstill. As one survey of foreign
businessmen in Bangkok concluded, Thailand is surely the next domino in this area.

Men and Women Fighters, Thai Liberation Army HRussian Economic Infiltration
‘ mnﬁ Soviet Social Imperialist economic

throughout Southeast Asia are rapidly

rising. Whereas Russian economic activ=-

ity In the area in the past five years

has been to grab huge shares of the

raw material market in rubber, tin,

#: etc.; direct Investment and control

- of mining, food production and industry

through 'joint ventures,' a eupha-

. mism for transnational corporation-

! type activity, 1s rapidly becoming more

i important.
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"Through 'joint ventures' the Soviet
Union has exported capital to devel-~

'aid' and business ventures with nations

1
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oping countries, making use of local cheap raw materials and labor force to grab up ™~
maximum profits and gradually control the economic lifeline of these countries...
Their field of operation has expanded from trade to transport, mining, fishery and
processing industry in the countries concerned. Soviet investments generally amount
to 50% and In some cases even up to 60% of the total Investments in these enterprises.
On top of that, in these 'joint ventures' Russian representatives hold such key posts
as general managers, managers, chairman of the board of directors and financial ad-
visors, thus controling the power running these enterprises. In doing so the Soviet
revisionists have paved the way to controling some key economic sectors of the devel-
oping countries. The Soviets buy up raw materials and natural resources at cheap
rates and then sell the finished products back to the developing countries at huge
profits...The Soviet Fishery Company and the Singapore Straits Fishery Corporation,
Ltd. set up a joint fishery company to make sea going catches with Singapore as the
center. The fishes are processed and sold back to Singapore. Most of the Soviet
profits are reinvested in Singapore and the rest spent on buying Singapore products.”
(Hsinhua 9/5/75).

The ‘Thief Cries Thief’

Part and parcel of Soviet designs for hegemony in Asia Is their increasing attacks
on the People's Republic of China. The Soviet press and diplomats are attempting to
isclate China from other Asian countries, much as the US has fried to do over tThe
past 25 years. Recently, the Soviet Union has denounced the developing state-to-
state relations between China and Southeast Asian countries by warning of "Maolst
maneuvers," "MaolsT expansionist policles" and "great power aspirations."

———

In Japan, Soviet diplomats have launched a campaign designed to stop the signing
of a Japan-China Peace and Friendship Treaty. The focus of thelr attacks Is a clause
which states: "Neither of the two countries should seek hegemony in the Asia-Paci-
fic region and each is opposed to efforts by any other country or group of countries
to establish such hegemony." The Soviet ambassador made a round of calls on Japan-
ese leaders attacking the treaty as harmful to Soviet-Japan relations and to peace ~~
in the Asia-Pacific region. (FEER 6/13/75)

Numerous rallles and meetings have been held In Japan In support of the proposed
treaty. At one meeting attended by over 900 people in Osaka a speaker exposed the
Soviet Unlon's "Uncalled-for Confession." “The Soviet government's intervention in,
and sabotage of the signing of the Japan-China Peace and Friendship Treaty by wield-
ing its baton arrogantly is hegemonism in itself. Its opposition to ’'anti-hegemony.’
is to stand for hegemony. What the Soviet Union has done has revealed its own
hegemonism." (Hsinhua 8/18/75)

Soviet 'Fifth Column’

The battle for Soviet control of countries is not conducted by SovietT personnel
alone. Around the world so-cal led "Communist" parties have played the role of foot-
runner for the Sovief Union. In the name of the people these parties attempt to
seize power in whatever way possible, while actually turning thelr own countries
Intfo neo-colonies of the Soviet Union. Prime examples of this today are in Portugal
and in India, where pro-Soviet parties are attempting to gain complete control
over the government in alliance with other proponents of state capitalism, battling
it out with pro-US and nationalist sections of the bourgecisie. At the same time
these parties attempt to mislead the masses of people away from revolution under the
banner of fighting for socilalism.

In the Philippines, remnants of the virtually defunct, revisionist 'Communist!
Party has been rebuilt as the Soviet Union's local agent. Following a phony 'amnesty'
decree by Philipplne fascist dictator Marcos, the leaders of this party surrendered
saying "Your excellency, you have called for national unity, and we are here today
in answer to your call." (NY Times, 10/17/74) Today this party has been legalized
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by the Marcos regime, which has aided in its reestablIshment. |In turn this party has
given its support to the Marcos regime in its campaign to crush the armed sfruggle
against the dictatorship and in support of Marcos' sham 'land reform' program that
has done nothing to relieve the problems of the peasantry. A pro-Soviet booklet

from Manila proudly proclaims that it is not at all unusual fo see the leaders of
this revisionist party, standing side-by-side on the podium with Marcos, trying fo
encourage the people fo give up thelr struggle for natlional |1beration.

In Burma, which claims fo be 'socialist!,
the Russians have thrown thelr welght be-
hind the ruling Ne Win military regime. By
supporting Ne Win's "Burmese Way to Social-
ism", deflned -by the Soviet Union as "a plan
of reforms designed to lead to socialism,"
the Kremlin has gained influence with the
regime. In reality this "Burmese Way" Is
nothing more than state-controlled capital-
fsm, |ike that which now exists In the
Soviet Union. Since the 1962 coup that
brought Ne Win to power, the people's
livel ihood has grown worse and worse as
the economy has plunged from crisis to
crisis.

A student/worker alliance Is rapidly evolving in Burma and has chal lenged the
army's control of the country three times during the past year: the general strike
of June 1974; the disturbances which erupted six months later over funeral arrange-
ments for the late U Thant, Secretary-General of the UN; and the student-worker
demonstrations in June this year. During last year's general strike the government
killed over 300 workers and arrested 2000 others., At the U Thant demonstrations
involving over 250,000 people, there were another 400-500 bodies for burial. From
January-June schools were closed down fo dampen the protests. In the countryside,
"for years the peasants have failed to cooperate with the government, reducing rice
planting and refusing to sell to government-controlled grain moncpolies." (FEER,
7/11/75) .

Rather than seeing Burma's economic crisis as part and parcel of the crisis of
capitalism, the Soviet Union and its allies In Burma have attempted to blame it on
the people struggling to |liberate their country from the grip of the Ne Win regime.
The Russians comment; "the mounting insurgent movement of the armed underground,
particularly the left-wing extremists, is doing harm to the economy." (Southeast
Asia: History, Economy, Policy, Moscow, 1972)

Sabotaging Revolutionary Struggles

The Russians brag about their support for national liberatlon struggles in South-
east Asia, but it does not take long to see the truth in their practice. Not one of
the national |iberation movements or revolutionary Communist Parties In Southeast
Asia Is supported by Moscow. In fact the revisionists have openly denounced the
struggles In Burma, Thailand,the Philippines, Malaysia, Singapore and Indonesla.

Stﬁdentszclahﬂésﬁihéiy put up posters
in support of the New People's Army
in Manila, Philippines.

Clearly the coming of peace to Indochlna has not heralded a new day of peace
throughout Southeast Asia or the rest of the world. The reglon is in great turmoil,
and it is a good thing for the people of the world. The Aslan ruling classes are
strugg!ing -for independence from superpower control 1n a valn attempt to escape
the rising storm of revolutionary struggle by the people for independence, |iber-
ation and freedom from all exploltation and oppression. Both superpowers will fail
in their dreams of hegemony. Southeast Asia Is a hotbed of revoluticon, and as
such a great force for peace In the world-wide united front against the tfwo _

superpowers., l || 13
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Cambodia:
Triumphant Song of Self-Reliance -

With the same determinatlon and splelt that
characterized 5 years of revolutlonary war,
the Cambodlan people ftoday are advancing in
|eaps and bounds. Having driven ocut U,S. W
Imparial lsm and the system that wreaksd hav- i
oc upon the peopla, the Cambodian natlon
marchad Info the new period victoricusly,

but with many difficulties ahead. How doas
a backward country emerging from the rava=
ges of war move ahsad? Do they turn outward-
depending on other nations around the world
te provide them with needed food, energy and
machineryl? Or do they chooaa the pore dif-
ficult road of relying on themselves? For
the Cambodian people the answer |ies Tn sum=
ming up The lsssons of the past and deciding
whether or not these lessons are a guide {or
the tuture. Today, the answar to that ques-
tion resounds Throughoot the natlon: Cambo-
dia will advanca by baing salt=rallant.

"The poople are the builders of history.
This is & conception of history that has ax-
isted for a long time. Our revelutiopary : -
’t"?ﬁ of relying on the masses and meeting Anti-aircralt machice gusners of the Cam-
one's own needs has been proven a million bodian PNLAF goard the coast of Kep city.
times over in the offensive against thes enc—
my. It was gur people who wefe the decisive factor. Today i(n every domain, our men
and wopen and Fighters in our army mors and mors grasp this reality and are turning
it into a firmer and Firmer weapon in the struggle. In our new stage, when two main
tagks fall on us- to Increase production and defend our nation- cur people, especial-
ly the workers and peasants, guided by our ‘Revolutionary Organirzation'*, are dewvel-
cpimg and gtrengtheniny this revolutiopary tradition.™ [(REI, F/31/75)

Self -Reliance in Agriculture

Without faking & breath atter victory, the nation has been mobllized to cleanse
Itsalf of the remnants of tha old regime and bulld In its plece & new, democratic
and prosperous Cambodia. HRalylng on themsalves for evarything involves frampndous
sacr|flces and demapds careful planning in order to unlsash the creative capacities
of tha peopla, But thers is reason for great optimism as the people are now fotal
magtoers of +the notlon and its resources- ftrom Ffarmlands, forests and waterways, o
tha wvast axperlence galmad from the sdvances made in the Liberoted Zones durlng the

* Bince the CIA-engineered coup d'etat and the formation of the Nationsl United Fromt of
Cambodia (FUNK)in 1970, the Communist Party of Casbodia (called the Prachsachon Party®
want underground and "officially dissolved. Since then it has been refered to as th._
"Revolutionary Organization'. The same thing occured in Vietnam in 1946 during the war
against French colonialiss. The Vietnam Worker's Party publicly dissolved ltsalf For 5
yaars, in order to form the broadest natiomal united Eront, 12
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war. While Cambodia's natural resources were once a great source of wealth for the
the imperial ists, today they will be exploited to benefit the nation as a whole.

With a clear understanding of the concrete conditions existing 1n the country,
the Revolutionary Organization and Revolutionary Government have formulated the
1975 plans for the development of the eccnomy. The plan has two overall object=
lves: to better the people's standard of |iving, and to advance agricultural pro-
duction 1in order to lay the foundations for industrial production tomorrow. In
an interview last August with Khieu Samphan, Vice Premier of the GRUNC, he ex-
plained, ""Agriculture plays a role of paramount importance In the service of in-
dustry, agriculture itself, and of the people's livelihood and the nation's de-
fense efforts, as well as other state affairs." (Voice of FUNK, 8/25/75)

‘Solidarity Teams' - 2

As the first step in
advancing agricultural
production, the vast maj- _ SE=> = : %
ority of the people have g - 3
been mobilized into “
Solidarity Teams.  Much
like The earlier "™utual
Aid Teams' of China and _
the DRVN, fthey are design- §
ed to liberate the peas-
ants from their perpetual
state of poverty, the
ideological chains that
bind them (growing out of
their individual position
in production), and In-
crease production through-

out the nation. These i eSS e =
groups represent a combin- 'Solidarity Teams' filling in a bomb crator in
ation of old traditions and southeastern Cambodia.

new scientific advances.

"One of people's greatest tradtions is to help each other in time of need, In each
village at least one rest house was built for the convenience of travellers seeking
shelter or for occasional local festivities. In front of each house, water jugs and
drinking cups were placed for traveller's use. When there was trouble or illness,
destruction or construction, fellow villagers and neighbors always turn out to lend
a hand." (AKI, 9/16/75)

But as strong as these traditions are, the peasant family was still functioning
as a single unit,; tied to the feudal landlord class, and as a result, were caught
in a perpetual |ife and death battle with poverty. The only way to smash these
chains was to first do away with the landlord class, then redistribute the land and
begin to advance the means of production. In every village and community resources,
tools and labor power are pooled. While the size of the Solidarity Teams vary
(Teams of more than a hundred are not uncommon), their purpose remains the same:
"The groups work together to solve every problem from building dams, digging ditches
plowing and harrowing, sowing and harvesting, to alleviating .the plight of the poor
elderly and sick." (Voice of FUNK, 7/28/75) The first teams were organized as early
as 1973 in the Liberated Zones, and have set a good example of how working fogether

provides a way for mutual benefit. 15
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Within agriculture, the two most Import-&
ant industrlal crops are rlice and rubber.

Providing people with food is sn essential
and cruclal part of self-rellance. If a
nation Is not capable of maating Its own
food needs and must rely on Ilmports, =it
may be taken by the neck at any cime and
fipd itself Iin a very dangerous and pas=
sive position.” (Peking Review, 9/12/75)
Without food the people can not work, and
without work the country can only slldo
backwards.

Evary affort iz belng made o [|nporeass =
this year's rice harvest., Throughout the The people applavd the completiom of
country Solidarity Teams are reclaiming 8 new wvater reservolr In July.
land, planting and buliding dikes and Irri-
gation systems to bring nature undar thalr control. Last year during tha rainy
seasén, floods caysed tremendous damage and groat losses In food., This year the
pecple are determined fo control the waters. “Water is needed to grow rice; rice
iz needed to carry on the revolotion. Khere there {5 psople thare will be water;
whare there Iis water there will be food.® [("The Neroic Cambedian People’= Film pro-
duced by the FUNK, 1975)

But the Importance of rlce goes beyond thls. Tha more rlce produced, the mare
It can ba exported In exchange for money, machinery and materials nesded for bulld=
Iing Cambodla's industry. In a natlon where starvation was common (during the last
days of the Lon Nel regime, 15,000 people dled of starvation In the cltles) because
the Imparlalists and thelr puppets removed theé people from tha land and [Importad
rlca Instead of growing 1+, having food to eat and rlce to export 1s a tremendous
aocomp | i shment of the people.

Rubber : A Greal Source ol Wealth

Second only to rlce, the rubber plantations are a vital and abundant resource.
Inside Cambodia, rubber can be used to produce car and bicycle tires. Tires can
be used In tha developmant of transporistion which in fturn can support the drive
to Increase production. Rubber has an even greatar role fo play on the Internat-
lonal front. Southeast Asia &= & whole is the world's largest source of row la-
tax. In the past, Cambodia has been a major contributor. In 1965, before the war,
Cambodia's largest a:pur? was rubber, accounting for soms 40,000 tons. Ouring the

- o e — E war, tha wealth irm the rubber plan-
"?F -- : ' tations filled the bosses' pochkets.
"¥Your peed only to count the leaves of
the rubber trees to know how much soney
the bosses used to make from our sweag.”
(Cambodian Film, 19T5)

Today, the rubber plontations are
the sighi of uniold energy and anthu=
siasm. At one sastern plantation, the
Solidarity Teams along with tha |leading
members of the Revolutionary Organfiza-
tion hold regular meatings to formulate
a program for expansion. Tha plantation
now has slx branches but the worksrs

-

Workers & 'Revolutionary Organization’ feel! there is room for more. Sclentifle “he

cadres inspect leaves on a rubber tree
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meliwals aio bdln, appllied In tha nursing of seed!ings and the carlng for oider
trees.,

In ordar to reap the full banafit of the rubber plantations, processing plants
have to be developed. During the war, massive B-52 bombing wiped out every pro=
cessing plant. But the unbending spirlt and determinatlon of the workars has glv-
on rise to new factories on the rulns of the old. Workers gather materials on
thalr own and share their exparlences to Iearn from sach ofther and overcome tech=—
nologlcal backwardness. Tha history of every new factory is a triumphant song of
sal f-rellance. Haere is Just one =x@mple of the progress already recorded:

“on the eve of liberation, the state tire factory in Takhmau city,
Kandal Province, was turnped Into & military camp by [on Nol. PReconstruc—
tion started immediately after liberation, Workers removed barbed wire
and repaired most of the machines, In the spirit of melf-relifance, all
this was accomplished in just one month, and over 1,000 good gquality
tires have beeon produced. The Chak Argre bicycle plant in southern Phoom
Fenh resumed production in June and manufactures over 10,000 inner and
outer tubss sach month gince.” (Hsinhua News Agency, 8/37/75)

To supplement the people's food supply, Solidarity Teams are alse Invoived In
raising |lvestock, chlckens, ducks, plgs and geasa. These anlmals provide meat
and nacessary vitamins, and are @ source of natural fertillizers. Stronger anl-
mals such as horses, oxan and buffalo are also balng ralsed to ald in transporfa-
tion, Intreducing semi-mechinlzation (T1.e.- replacing human |abor power with
horse-drawn vehicles) Is an Important step In advancing production. “Having a
bhorse Is just like having & small truck, which can transport sverything. And
using the horse, we don't have to worry aboot running out of gasoline." {(Volce of
the FUNK, 6/132/75)

Social Transformation

Breaking with backward traditlons Is nof an easy thing. The peasants have +to
be caretul ly and patiently aducated ‘o accept thelr new role In soclety, and tre-
mendous care (s belng given fo this task by the Revolutionary Organization. Per-
haps the greatest force during the recent advances, and undarlyling the poople's
overwhelming support for the state plan is the fact that the people dally see
their efforis matched by o steadily Increasing standard of |iving. The memorles
of the old regime die hard, but the psople’s hatred of the exploltation and op=
pression they suffered under Imperliallst domipation stesled them In thelr work.
Peasants who only knew hunger are now sealng thelr flelds produca, the crops In=
crease and are truly grasplng that by relying on themse|ves they can meet thelr
own naads and score tromendous victorles |n bulldlng a new natlons

"EKoh Kong is a remote Province in southwestern Cambodia. Before 1ib-
eration the entire population lived a miserable life under the Lon Nol re—
gime. In the ricefields there was plenty of water but the traitors denied
our people the right to produce,. Those who did grow rice were ponished
soverly for it, All the good land had been taken and kept pncultivated or
turned intoc the private property of the foreign isperislists...In complete
contrast, our people in all villages are now living harmonipusly and on an
equal footing. Thare 15 no more exploiters,; no more distinctions bebwesan
riech and poor. We have medical teams which are always on band and schools
to educate our pecple who were never taoght to read or write. Our people
are in Solidarity Teams and are reclaiming land and developing rice fieldse.
The developments which are taking place enable our people to realize that
only the revolution can libarate them from all the horrors of the past re-
gime, All this constitutes the pride and joy in the radiant future of new

Cambodia.® (FBIS, 7/8/7%5) :
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Light Industry Develops

Knowlng that agriculture Is the maln
force today does not msan Ignoering Indus-
frv wntl | tomarrow. While agriculture ls
the maln foundation, Industry (small as It
may be at this tIime) Is the |sading fac-
tor In developing the natlon's economy.
Small enterprises which were developad In
the Liberated Zones durlng the war, and
those takan from the U.5. and thelr pup=
pets recelve tremendous care and atten-
tlon,. Handicratis, Textiles and elecirl-
cal are the thres saln arsas. Each has
Solidarity Teams, and sach has scored new
SUCCE558s5.,

In handlicrafts, the things which bene-
fit the peopla's standard of |iving and Women workers weaving cloth at a
boast agriculture are the prilority. Black=- textile mill in Phnom Penh.
smiths and carpenters have been drawn In=-
to Teams to make farming tools, whila In vi|lages craftsman make pots and pans, and
other things from the vast amounts of metal |eft bahind by the defeated army.

Dry cel | battery plants, producling enslly transportable electricity sources,
wora among tha first to be restored. Production has tripled In the two |argest
plants and the gual ity Increased twofold. A report lssued by tho Worker's Commit-
tee In charge of the plant summed up two factors contributing to thelr success:

"Like other factorias in new Cambodia, these Ffactories oncondltionally
sarve the interests of the people without attaching any Importance to profit.
Second, all our old and new workars in the factory are revolutionary patriots
who love the people and who struggle o conscienticusly fulfill their revolu
tionary tasks as masters of the revolution, of the factories, of industry and
the sconomy of independent and prosperous Cambodia.® (FBIS, 7/24/75)

Simllar reports document the success In textlle factories as wall:

"The brothers and sisters keep In mind that whan textile mills gradvalln
and increasingly prodoce clothing saterials they will be credited for belping
raise the living standards of oor people &0 a highar level. L[ooking at the
matarials they have woven, the warkers are moved to chink that they will reach
the hands of the poor people who are their kith and kin.® (AET, 8/15/75)

Just how and what other Indusiries will develop from here s a guestion wa have
no answer to. Yet If agricultural successes are as wldespread as expected , and
production throughout 1ight Industry continues st | Ightning pace, Cambodia will
soon bo the sight of tremendous change.

It i trus that the present Cambodia has fow Ffactories. However, the
workers and peasants as the genuine masters of the country enjoy every desc-
cratio freedom. The people are building a New Cambodia which does not face
el thar budgetary deficit or financial and economic crisis like inm the .5,
Cambodia will assuredly be in the not so far future a modern prosperous
country, abounding with water, electricity, Ffercilizer, farm machinery and
factories. The people and "Revolutionary Organizacion' have already made
the society progress by a century's time because they have conguered gen—
tine damocracy and the people are on the march toward socilalism,.” [AKI,7/31)

18 18



Walter
Text Box
18


..f'

f“
’i/' This new period in Cambodia's history is heralding the nation's advance
# toward socialism, where all exploitation has been trampled under foot and the wor-
kers, united with the proad masses of people will have firm control of the nation's
destiny.

. It is no wonder the bourgecis media is having a field day trying to discredit

¥ the revolution in Cambodia. Fantastic stories and distortions of every kind are
offered to confuse and demoral ize people who opposed the war and heralded the Cam-
bodian victories. All the Western and revisionist correspondents were asked to
leave the country following Cambodia's |iberation. So instead of twisted, 'on the
spot' coverage, we are freated to bits and pieces of rumores quoted from 'reliable
sources'; who turn out to be high ranking officers from Lon Nol's army |iving in-

! slde Thailand. A Component Part of the World Revolution .

There should be no confusion, no disappoiniment in people's minds. The future
of Cambodia is Indeed bright, and represents a growing frend in the Third World
today. Smashing the shackles Imposed upon them, and freeing themselves from im~
perialist domination sets the stage for political and economic independence.

While sel f-reliance means relying on the strength and wisdom of their own peo-
ple, this must not be confused with slamming the door on the outside world, To-
not rely on aid, does not mean refusing help from, or offering help to other de-
veloping nations. Far from turning its back on its responsibilities, Cambodia
has emerged as a stronger friend determined to build the unity of the non-aligned
nations, and pool Their resources in order 1o oppose "all acts of aggression, old
and new colonialism and superpower hegemonism, and building a peaceful and new
economic system.” (Peking Review, 9/22/75)

To further consolidate its relationship with friendly nations around the world,
and to step boldly into the international arena, delegations from the GRUNC visit-
ed China, eastern European countries and attended the Non-aligned Conference in
Lima, Peru and took its lawful seat in the United Naticns this past month. The fol-
lowing exerpt from a Joint Communique issued at the conclusion of the GRUNC delega-
tion's recent frip to China best summarizes Cambodia's view of the world situation
today: -

"The whole world is in turbulence and unrest. All the basic contradictions in
the world are sharpening. The contention for world hegemony between the two super-
powers is becoming more and .
more intense. The factors b ==
for a new world war are in- :
creasing. The people of
all countries must get
prepared. If the imperial-
ists dare to unleash a new
war, it will surely hasten
their own doom and lead to
new victories in the revo-
lution of the people of the
world. Whether war gives
rise to revolution or rev-
olution prevents war, In
either case, the future for
the people of the world
looks infinitely bright."

Free from imperialist
exploitation and oppression,
the future for Cambodia
certainly looks bright.
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BUILDING THE NEW SOUTH VIETNAM:

A Life With a P
With the total victory of the South Viétnamese people over U.S. Imperialism and
the liberation of the whole nation, a new page has been opened in the history of the
Vietnamese revolution.. The Vietnamese people- from north to south- have risen up as
one people, and brought into play all their moral and material forces in order to
heal the wounds of war, reconstruct the country, do away with poverty and backward-
ness, and build a peaceful, unified, independent, democratic and socialist Vietnam.
In South Vietnam, hun-
dreds of street parades,
demonstrations and celebra-
tions have taken place, as
the people show their sup-
port for the Revolutionary
Forces and their new life.
Millions of people have
joined the Liberation Organ-
izations of workers, peas-
ants, women, youth and stu- —
dents, and People's Revolu- B
tionary Committees have
been set up in every dis-~
trict and city ward to pro-
tect the people.
Left-Overs From a
Neo-Colonialist Economy
But despite this joy and enthusiasm, there are many difficult problems left over
from 20 years of U.S., Imperialist domination and war,
"With a view to conquering South Vietnam, the Americans had squandered
a huge amount of dollars and used modern techniques to set up in Saigon,
DaNang and other cities in the South a great number of enterprises to serve
their aggression; composed mostly of workshops and factories for the fitting
of machines and equipment for the U.S. expeditionary corps, the million man
mercenary army and a huge coercive machine of the quisling administration.
These undertakings depended entirely for their existence on American raw.
materials and were no match for the nascent industry of South Vietnam, It
was these workshops, factories and the goods imported from the U.S. and its
allies that brought 800 big Vietnamese enterprises, 10,000 sugar mills, and
6,000 looms to a standstill; 300 saw mills were closed down and 500 other
enterprises went bankrupt.
"Furthermore, the rapid collapse of the Saigon army and administration
at the hands of the PLAF left a great number of enterprises without raw mat- 2
erials; the destruction of hundreds of bridges and thousands of kilometers v
of rail left millions of workers and labourers jobless.," (South Vietnam in
Struggle, 6/23/75) 20
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The fall of the Saigon Puppet regime further aggravated an already chaotic econ-
omy in South Vietnam. Counting Thieu's 1.5 million man army, police and security
force, the more than 500,000 prostitutes and civil servants working for the U.S.
and Thieu and the 1.5 million people already unemployed, the unemployment force at
the end of the war was a staggering 3% million, more than 50% of the urban work
force! !l

One of the major stumbling blocks that has prevented the PRG (Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government) from eliminating this unemployment and restoring production
at full ‘capacity has been the artificial, neo-colonialist economy inherited from
the Thieu regime. As mentioned in the above quote from an NLF newspaper, under
U.S. domination, South Vietnamese factories were devoted to building up the U.S.
war machine, were totally dependent on foreign capital, fuel and energy, and 80%
dependent for raw materials.

Also, with the fall of Thieu imminent, and the "bloodbath scare" being pushed
by the U.S. Government last April, large numbers of capitalists and businessmen
fled the country, leaving 4/5's of South Vietnam's industrial and other enter-
prises closed, a major factor contributing to the massive unemploywent and misery
of the people.

‘Now that the PRG has seilzed power throughout the country, the ability to
replace this chaos with prosperity and a new economic order is finally at hand.
But in order to understand the economic policies of the PRG, it is first important
to see the broader picture and understand exactly what stage the Revolution is at,

People’s Democratic Dictatorship

There has been much confusion generated about what type of government the PRG
is, and what type of social system exists in the South today. Most Western re-
porters and bourgeois "experts" refer to South Vietnam as a "Communist State" and
the PRG as a "Communist Regime". Some more "leftist" newspapers claim that soc-
ialism 1s now being built. A precise description of what really is taking place
was given by Pham Van Dong, at the Third (Vietnam Worker's) Party Congress as far
back as 1960:

"At present, the [South] Vietnamese state is in its form a democratic
republic and in its content a dictatorship of people’'s democracy, i.e.-
democracy towards the people and dictatorship against the enemy and their
puppets.

"Our people's democratic dictatorship is carrying out the historical
task of the worker-peasant alliance. It smashes the rule of the Imperial-
ist aggressors and the traitors; it establishes and consolidates the peo-
ple's democratic regime; it puts into effect land reform, abolishes feudal
land ownership, while still leaving intact the foundations of capitalism;
it develops the national economy; it consolidates the leadership of the
working class and the worker-peasant alliance; it strengthens solidarity
between our people and the forces of peace, democracy, national liberation
and socialism throughout the world. '

"When the national democratic revolution develops into a socialist
revolution, the dictatorship of people’s democracy will become the dicta-
torship of the proletariat [working class].”

Following the Viet Minh victory over French colonialism in 1954 and the subse-
quent U.S. intervention in South Vietnam, North Vietnam advanced to socialism,
while the South continued the struggle against Imperialism and its puppets in or-
der to complete the natiomal democratic revolution and move toward the reunifi-
cation of the country.

21



Walter
Text Box
21


LY

e cwv wean Cask. of the South Vietnamese revolution in the national democra=
tic stage are: to drive out the U.S. Imperialist aggressors and win national in=- ;}
dependence, and to overthrow the feudal landowner class and carry out land reform. ’
In order to successfully carry out these two tasks, the Revolution rallied all the
forces who were struggling against the foreign aggressors and their puppets~ the
compradore bourgeoisie (all the bosses and landlords who serve the interests of
the imperialists), and carried out a policy of forming the broadest anti-imperial-
ist national united front (the National Liberation Front-NLF).

The four classes of people who joined together to form
the NLF and are represented today in the PRG are: the wor-
king class, the peasantry, the petit-bourgeoisie (small
traders, handicraftsmen, intellectuals, etc) and the pat-
riotic national bourgeoisie. But because the working class
and peasantry constituted the great majority of the popu-
lation, .were ‘the most heavily oppressed and exploited, and
have the greatest revolutionary capabilities because they
had no stake in the old regime and had nothing to lose by
its overthrow, the worker-peasant alliance is the MAIN
force of the united front.

But the working class must be the leading force. Only under the leadership of the
working class and its Party- the Vietnam Worker's Party- can the Vietnamese people
get the imperialists and compradore bourgeoisie off their backs once and for all. 1In
the era of Imperialism (decaying capitalism), in any backward, semi-feudal country
where agriculture is the main economic base and there is no industry to speak of, the
people must either take the capitalist road, where everything is produced for profit
and controlled by a handful of people (the bourgeoisie), or take the socialist road
where production goes to meet the needs of the people and is owned and controlled by
the masses of working people. The South Vietnamese people, under the leadership of

. the Vietnam Worker's Party and the PRG, have chosen the latter.

ke T
Workers Take the Lead EMEET

With a government (the PRG) in pow-
er that truly represents the interests
of the working class and other labour-
ing strata, the South Vietnamese peo-
ple now have the ability to undo the
chaos brought on by years of imperial-
ist domination.

Throughout the cities and country-
side, the new Revolutionary Administra-
tion has unleashed the inexhaustible
enthusiasm and creativity of the masses
of people, who are rapidly building and
consolidating a new democratic society,
and discarding the remnants of the old s
one. SV workers build a suspension bridge in

P‘\

.

order to ensure smooth transportation of
With the assistance of the Libera- badly needed supplies.

tion of Federation Trade Unions, the

South Vietnamese working class has played a leading role in rebullding the country
,and restoring production, and has greatly improved the people's standard of living,
~despite the many difficulties.

Since liberation,,K large numbers of textile, food, machinery, medicine, chemicals
hardware, farm tools and other factories have resumed full production. Factories
abandoned by capitalists have been nationalized and the PRG has turned control of

them over to Worker's Committees. While only 20% of the textile mills were in 22
22



Walter
Text Box
22


than a million refugees have returned home to their pative villages, and have bewun
Eiven new plote of land to till. The population of DaNang, swollen by refugees to
over a million during the war, has been reédoced co &00,000. (FBIS, 7/34/75)

Land seized from foreigners and feudsl landlords has been turned over to the

> people. Local FRG cadre, and officers and fighrers of the PLAF are helping the

peasants to bulld homes, canals, dig irrigation systems, plant crops and reclaim
large areas of wvagtaland. In Quang Tri
Province alone, the people have unearthed
113,248 bombe, mines and shells, and have
cleared 1650 acres of land for cultiva-
tion. In addition, the peasants are be—
ing supplied with ample amounts of rice,
salt, farm tools and sesds. While under
the Thieu regime Saigon had te {importc
700,000 tons of rice annually from the
0:8.; and rice was constantly hoarded by
capitalists and gangsters, there is mora |
than snough rice to go arocund this year.
In fact, it is belng distributed free to
poor and unemployed people. According to
N¥guyen Tan Phat, head of the FRE, South
Vietnas axpects to be exporting rice by
next year.

‘Labor Exchange Teams’

One important policy implemented by the Revolutionary Govermment to free the
peasantry has been the setting up of mmdreds of thousands of ‘Labor-Exchange
Teama'., The principles of these "Labor Exchange Teams®- which usuanlly conmist of
10-20 people- are that "the sirong will help the weak, the well-off help the poor,
and thus ernsure that evergons's land is properly cultivated and crops harveséed."
Feople already living in the countryside share thelr houses with newly arrived
paisants and help them to builld new bouses; the use of tools and farm implements
ire exchanged for labor to help harvest a crop; land is shared and jolntly worked;
wasteland not balonging to anyone is jolntly cleared and planted-—— these are some
of the many functions of the "Labor Exchange Teams'.

Refugees returning to thelr homes.

Like the "Mutual Agsistance Teams' that operated In China and the DEVN in the
1940's and 1950's, the Labor Exchange Teams have a two=-fold purpose: on the one
hand they expand and develop agricultural production at a quicker tempo and om =&
much larger scale; on the other hand they quicken the pace of the revolution by
breaking the ideological chains that bind the peasantry= the individualism and
capltalist tendencies that inevitably flow from small-scale, single family pro—
duction. Labor Exchange Teams display the powver of cooperation and collective lab-
or, imbus the peasants with & sense of collegtivity, improve the lives of the peo-
ple, and pave the way for the collective ownership of land, marerisls and large-
scale production of agriculture under soclallsm.

Without the participation and support of the peasantry, the national democratic
révolution could mot win Buccess. Not only must tha PRG overthrow the feudal land-
owner class and implement "Land te the Tiller', it muet also extend the broadest:
democratic liberties to the people, and it sust patiently educate and persusde the
millions of small producers (peasants, hand{craftsmen, etc) in order to involwve
them in the task of building a new soclety and advance toward socecilalism.

Safe-guarding the Revolution

As stated earlier, South Vietnam is governed by & People's Democratic Nictator-
ship:
24
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operation previously, B0% have now resumed full production. 548 factories in 1

the 14 production centers In Saigon have resumed operation, creating jobs for ¢
sands of unemploved. (Flal Phong News Agency, 7/23/75)

Communications and crans-
portation have been moatly
restored, resstablishing the
links between the cities and
countryside for the first
time in 15 yvears, and stren—
gthening the interrelatioms
among the people in the del-
ta, urban centers, mountains
and coastal areas,

Portas, rallroads, toads
and airporta have hean re-
paired. Already, more than
450 miles of railroad have
been fixed, and hundreds of
thousands of tona of [ood,
fuel, sedicine, building i
materials, tools and cloth- Workera in Quy Nhon take up arms to support
ing have been transported to new' Viet Naw against counter=revalution.
different areas of the coun-
try. For the first time in 30 years, the whistle of trains running from Hapol to
Saigon can be heard, as families, relatives and friends are reunited.

By following the path of 'self-reliance' and relying om the initiative of the
working elass, South Vietnam's economy 1s steadily being transformed from a de-
pendent to an Independent ona. “Morkers of many factories have succeaded in os—
ing domestic materials or subgtitutes in making machines and spare parts all by
themselves., Bien Foa city has begun mass prodoction of walking tractors in sup—
port of agriculture, after successful trial production.® (Hsinhua, 9/27/75)

The Eevolutionary Government ls paying constant attention to improving working
conditions and the cultural life of the workers. Safety on the job has become a
pusber one priority. Living quarters, & [free lunch, medical care, and nurseries
have been provided for every worker. Supplementary courses to atamp out fllitera=-
cy have been opened up in every factory. HMHeetings are organized so that technical
cadre can disseminate sclentific and technical knowledge and workers can exchange
experiences in productiom. Trade.Uniom organizations are in the process of setting
up libraries, reading rooms, physical education and sports activitias sc workers
can study and relax vhen they are off the job.

Land to the Tiller

During the more than 20 years of U.5. Imperialist aggreasiom in Vietnam, succes=
give 0.5, gtrategles were always based on separating the Liberation Forces £from
their main base of mupport= the millions of peasants living in the countryside— to
"geparate the fish from the sea". Through the use of massive bombing, terror cam-
palgns and pacificacion raids, peasants were driven off the land and rounded ap in=
to "strategic hamlets', refugee (concentration) camps, and the slums and alleys of
overcrowded cities. Out of approximately 10 million South Vietnamese peasants, 6lg
million were driven off the land. The overwhelming majority of Thieuw's 1.5 million
man arey and police force came from the peasantry.

To free the peasantry and boost agricultural production, the PRG is completing a
mesgive land refora program begum in the Liberated Zomes in 1961. Already, more
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"The people's dJemocratic dictatership useés two methods. In regacd to
the peaple, it oses not the compulsory but the democratic method. [Fn other
words, it allows the psople to take part In political activities and uses
the democratic method of aduvcation 2nd persvasion fnstead of cospelliog

thes to do this or that.

"In regard to the enamy, on the contrary, it uses the method of Jdic=
tatorship. In other words, it forbids them to take part in political ac-
tiviey for as long a period a time a5 is necessary and it compels tham to
obey tha laws of the people's govermment, to work and to transform thesm-
selves through labor... I'ts function is to suppress the reactlonary classes
and elements and those exploiters who range themislves ayainst the revolu-
tion... o arrest, try and asntence counter-revolutionaries, and to deprive
langilords and buresocrat capitalists of the right to vote, fres speech amd
and cthe right to exploit the people.”™ (Mao Tse Tung, On the Correct Handl-
ing of the Contradictions Asong the People)

0o the sorning of Sept. 11, homes were rafded, stocks seized and warehouses
seeled off, and nine "inner-ring [amilies"- compradore capitalists and gangsters
were arrested aml charged with hoarding, profiteering and manipulating prices.
According to the Saigon Daily newspaper, Giai Phong, “Before liberation the com=
pradore bourgeoisle controlled the enofmous resources in South Viethawm and monc—
polized key branches of the gpanomy, After lileration, they hsve contipued Eo
conduct underhanded sabofage activities politically and economically in collusion
with counter-revolutionariss; chey opposed the sconomic policies of the Revolo—
tionary adminigtration, boarnding commodicies, and sugoling forelgn currencies,
gold, silver, jewsals and drogs in and out of Ehe country with a view to disrupt-
ing the ecopnomy.” (Heinhua News Agemcy, 9/719/75)

.

In the past few weeks,
millions of people in Sai-
gon and other gities held
meetings and desonstrations
in support of the PRG's
policy to put an end to
corTuption, and fo denounce
the crimes of the compra-
dore capitalists againstc

the people.

One of the key aspects
of this struggles has been
the tremendous revolution-—
ary upsurge of young
workers and students. To
date, more chan &0, 000
young people have Jolned
the Liberation Youth and s :
Student Federation, Self- Students in Saigon help direcet traffic.

Defense Brigades, and Work

Teams to "see ko law and order, take over capitulating officers and man and recover
thelr weapons, direct traffic, combat armed robbery, clean up the streets, sradicate
the vestiges of decadent and reactionary cultuores, and help refugess back to their
bome villages. (SVN in Struggle, 7/30/75)

Yourhs and students In the cities and towns have alss set up propaganda ceams.
Using megaphones, literature, and carrying flags, banmers amnd posters, every day
they go through tha streets in sach district and city ward to explaln the various
policies and program of the Revolutionary Administration.

25
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Serve the People

A magpive anti-illiteracy coampalgn has been launched throughout South Vietnams.
In Sailgon, vhere there ls estimated co be a half eillion llliterate people, at

leasc 250,000 peuple are attending classes where tuey are learning how to read and
write,

Under the smlogen, "hetrter to prevent than cure discases™, the Ministry of Fublic
Health of the FAC has sent =obile teams down Lo every village aod hamlet to glve
medical exsminations, treatment and Innoculations to the people and discribute med-—
ical supplles.

Throughout South Vietmam, the PFRC iz closely uniting with and putting themselves
in the ssrvice of the peopla:

"If our pecple want to bulld & powerful administration and insure their
mastorghip they must first bulld and rely an stropng, revolutionary organl za-
tions, such as the Liberation Trade Unions, the Liberation Peasants® Aasoci-
ation, the Liberation Youth and Students Organization, amd the Liberation
Women's Union.

“Through their revolutionary groups, our people will sppervise Ehe ad-
ministration and Join the revolutionary adminiscracion in solving their own
prob | e .

"Since the administration belongs to the people, administration cadre
need to place themselves In the service of the people and under the people's
supervigion and control, Every citizen has the right ko criticize anpd dJi-
rectly conkral all admipiskration acts and pake hig or her views known to Che
admipnistration.” (Fiai Phomg Radio, 7/12/75]

Like the peoples of China, Horth Eorea, Casbodia, Lloos, thelr brothers and
gisters in the northern part of theé country and others before them, the South
Vietnamése people sre demomstrating vhat cap happen when the people rise up to rid
thesgelves of the Isperialists and local reactionaries, and take matters intp thelr
ovni hands. Despite more than a hundred years of colonialist rule and 20 years of
havoc and destruction srought by the brutal U.S. war of aggression, the South Viet-
namese people, under the leadership of the Vietnam Worker's Party, the NLF and the
PRG, have thrown off their chainm, and are on the road to building 2 councry which
is "ten timen more beautiful®™; s mociety that i1s cruly democratic and represenca-
tive of the people- 8 life that has a purpose.
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conclusion that the Viet Nam war came to a good end

Revolution Until Victory:

the Viet Nam Workers’ Party

"No matter what difficulties and hardships lie ahead, f?‘_m_

our people are sure of total victory. The US imperialists [p

will certainly have to quit. Our fatherland will certainly 2 M

be reunified. Our fellow-countrymen in the South and in
the North will certainly be reunited under the same roof.
We, a small nation, will have earned the signal honor

of defeating, through heroic struggle, two big imperial-
isms —-- the French and the American -- and of making
a worthy contribution to the world national Iiberation
movement."” May 10, 1969, HO CHI MINH.

The liberation of Saigon and all Scouth Viet Nam In
April 1975 has been mourned by the US Imperialists
and thelr agents and celebrated by people in strug-
gle against exploitation and oppression around the
world. For increasing numbers of Americans, the

and that it was justifiably fought by the Indochin-
ese arises out of the deily struggles of masses of
American people for a better life, a |1fe with a
purpese against the attacks by the same system of
menopoly capitalism and the same government serving
that system that made war In Viet Nam,

For the millions cf Americans engaged In struggle one question about the end of
the war is clearly how did they do it? How did the Vietnamese people fight so long
against landlords, French colenialists, Japanese fascists, puppet police and army
forces, US imperialism and its lackeys and agents and win? They are not "supermen,"
they are not born strategists nor do they fashion unlty among their people out of
air. The Vietnamese were sure of fotal victory against all odds because thelr
struggle has been and is foday led by a revolutionary Communist Party, the Viet Nam
Workers' Party (VWP). This is a fact mystifled and ridiculed, obscured and attacked
by the US ruling class and its mass media; but it is very Important to the working
and oppressed people of America because |lke our Vietnamese brothers and sisters,
we fight to win total victory over Imperialism,

45 Years of Struggle Led by the Party

The founding of the Vietnam Communist Party (renamed Viet Nam Workers' Party in
[951) in February 1930 by no means signaled the beginning of struggle against im-
perialism and feudalism in Viet Nam. For years peasant uprisings and assassinations
of French and Vietnamese colonial officials had happened spontaneousiy or organized
by Vietnamese "nationalists," usually members of the petty bourgeoisie -- students,
intellectuals or small businessmen. As put by Troung Chinh, a leading VWP theoreti-
cian, in a speech In 1960: "The birth of our Party was the outcome of the process
of applying Marxism-Leninism to the workers' movement and the national liberation
movement in Vietnam. In carrying out its policy of coleonial exploitation and of
bleeding white the Vietnamese people, French imperialism obtained a result which
was quite contrary to its desire: the Vietnamese working class was born, a class
whose historic mission was to lead the Vietnamese pecple to bury imperialism and
its lackeys." (Troung Chinh, March dhead Under the Party’s Banner, Hanoi, 1963.)
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1930-1939: Learning The Lessons,

The history of the struggle of the Vietnamesa People agalnst Imperialism and
foudal Ism since 1930, and for sociallsm In tha North since [954 (s the hlstory of
the leading role of the Viet Mam Workers' Perty. The Party Inlt+lally led the grow-
Ing workers' movement agalnst the French colonlsl ists and thalr Vietnames : con=
tractors for the right fo earmm a |iving. The movement demanded wage
increases, & reduction of working hours and an end fo man-hand-
ling of worksers, opposed heavy taxes and terror tactics agalnst
the workers' movement, and demanded & redistribution of com-
munal |land. it climaxed In a8 peasant uprising and adminls—
tration In Nghe An and Ha Tinh provinces in 1930-1931, lad
by tha local Party organlzations. Although suppressed by
Franch bombs and bul lets, tha Nghe=TInh Soviet Uprilsing and
1930=1931 revalutlonary t1de was the first reallzation of
tha worker=peasant al |l fance which was o make possible tha
Indepandence of ¥iet Nam.

In the next flve years the "white terror" of the Fremch
imparial [sts kllled and imprizoned tens af Thousands and
destroyed the natlonalist organizations of the bourgeoislie
and petty-bourgeoisie which bad sporadical |y reslstad French
colonial domination, Howsver, the communist movement could
not be axtinguished and constantly sought to rebulld revolu-
tlonary bases, use every legal or seml-legal opportunity fo
make propaganda, organize the masses of working people and
reviva Party organizations, even turning the French jalls
Into revolutionary schools.

Whan the Popular Front government (Communists participating In coalition with
bourgeois parties) was formed in France In May 1936 and colonial policies were
relaxed, the Party In Vietnam was the only polltical force to have survivec the
terror snd which could bulld the peopla's flight agalnst tha French. Usling all -
legal and semi-legal means, a genulne mass movemant spread from South to North,
from factories and mines to the countryslde and forced the French fo make some
Important concessions. Thousands of polltical prilzoners were set fres, |abor reg-
ulations ware lssued, progressive papers could appear legally, workers could or-
ganiza frlendship assoclations. Hundreds of thousands of pesople were brought Into
struggle under the |sadership of the Party.

1939-1945: World MWar II and the August Revolution.

The cutbreak of World War |l in Eurcpa In tha fall of 939 was accompanlied by The
outright suppression by French colonfallste of the revolutiomary movement throughout
Indochina. The Communist Party had to retreat from legal ectivities and switch [1=s
focus from the towns to establishing bases In the countryside. Acting on [ts own
aredletlon of November 1939 that "Imperialist war and fascist domination will arouse
boi1ing indignation among the people, the revolution will break out,” the Party lea
two armed uprisings, at Bac Son In the morth and in the Mekong Delta In the South
Immad|ataly foliowing tha Invasion of Indochina by Japan Tn September 1940, Although
these falled, good lessons were |learned about how to prepare an armed Insurrection
to salze power, and the flirst guerilia units ware formed whilch were to grow Into tha
Vietnam People's Army.

Vietnamana

Factory Worksr.

Throughout the war the French and Japanase malntalnad a
steadi |y deterlorating al|iance, turning Vietnam Into & Japan-
ase colony and milifary base. The Communlst Party formed the
Viet Minh Front In May 1941, directed at the colonlal|lst/fascist
alllance and leading the dally struggles of the workers and peas-
ants. On March 9, 1945 the French colonlal Ists were overpowered by
a Japanese coup d'etat and under the Party's Instruction, "Our
Action when the Japanese and French are shooting at One Another,"
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issved months eariler In anviclpation of this day, the form of the struggle changed.
The immediate goa! becoms the general uprising to seize power away from the Japanese.

By mig=-194% the French and Japanese policy of selzing rice had resulted In famine
throughout the northarn halt of Yiet Mam. Two mllilon ¥ietnomese dled of starvation.
The Party put forwsrd the slogan "Break fnto rice stores and get rid of the famine®
and mobillzed the masses fo stage armed demonstrations, bremk Into the rulers' rice
stores and distribute grain to the poor. This pollcy halted starvation, cemented the
leadership of tha Party and Viet Minh Front and resuited In thé establishment of
armad self-defensa unlts throughout the country. Liberstlon commitiees salzed and
hald polltical powar alongslde reactlonary administrations In many locallitles; and by
Juna 1945 a slx province |Tberated area In Viet Bac, along Yietnam's boarder with
China was secured as the maln base for further armed struggle.

Tha Party's pollay of launching &8 natlonal antli-Japanese move=
mant mobi|lzed mil||lens of people In street demonstratlons, con-
sal idated scattered guer!|lla units Into 8 “people's polltical
army,"™ and prepared a ganeral uprlsing which began August 14,
1945 in coordination with the surrendar ot Japan and tha and of
World War 1. Twel|ve days ipter the administration of the coun-
iry was in the hands of the psople and on September 2, In a
meating of 500,000 pecple at Ba Dinh Squere, Hamol, Prasldant
Ho Chi Minh proclaimed the Democratic Republlic of Viet Nam,

1945-1954: Nine Years Against the French.

immed [ataly foillowing the proclamation of Independence,

200,000 Mational izt Chinase froops antered North YVietnam
under the pretext of disarming Japaness troops; and with U5

and British help the French returnsed o southern and cantral

Vietnam, Chalng Xal-shek's troops were driven ocut by late
|946, but the French, spsaking to reestablish thelr colony,
attackad repeatedly. |n responsa, after December (946, the
Party ordared a nation-wlde, all=-out and protracted armed
resistance,

Durlng the next four years the Party volumtar!|y want under-
ground, leadling the reslistance war through the Vlet Minh Front,
which was broadenad to Include every possible antl=Fraench force.
Land reform was postponed In the effort te forge the strongest
national unity and Increase production to wipe out three Immedlate
enamies: fomine, [gnorance and forelgn aggresslon. Desplte an

Increasing Unlted States aid progrem o France, tha colonlallsts
wera not able o defeat the revolutionary forces.

Following the Party's Second Mational Congress In February 19%1, the Viet Mam
Workers' Perty agaln took up open actlvity, leading the national demccratic revolu-
tion. The Party and govermment decided on Immediate implementation of land reform
== gaak[ng the overthrow of the whole landlord cless but differentiating emong mam-
bers of this class and applylng various tactics of conflscation, requisition and
compu| sory purchasa of |and, animals and farm implements basad on tha political atii-
tudes of Indivldual landlords. The success of this policy moblillzed the massas of
¥lietnamase peasants to Increase production and boost the armed sfruggle to [inal
victory. The coordlnated offenslves by the Vietnam People's Army, local troops,
militia and guerl|la unlt*s throughout Yietnam, Fathet Lac armed forces In Laocs and
Cambodfan guari|las In Winter [953=Gpring 1934 resultea In the great victory at Dlen
Bien Phu In May 1954 and the Geneva Conference, +he end of Franch colenlal rule In
Vietnam.
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+lc "mopping-up" operations Involving up to 30,000 men to "paclfy" the population

and stepping up the forcible concentration of peasants Into strategic hamlets. -
Although armed sel f-defense was on the rise against this repression, struggle was

largely still political through 1959 as peasant demonstrations of tens of thou-

sands would tie up district or provinclal towns for days protesting crimes against e

the people. Finally, the uprising of Ben Tre in the Mekong Delta in January 1960
signaled the start of organized armed struggle and liberation war. Under the lead-
ership of Madame Nguyen Thil Dinh, later to become Deputy Commander of the People's
Liberation Army, local party forces led a mass uprising which captured weapons,
swept away the Diem administration and defended a whole province against attack by
13,000 Diem troops.
— : —— Emma——— . "By late 1960, South Viet Nam had become a

; : AT ; huge volcano: the countryside, the cities and
the mountain regions were in full effervescence.
All strata of people were engaged in fierce
struggle against the US-Diemist regime: workers,
peasants, intellectuals, students, craftsmen,
national bourgeoisie, national minorities, etc. .
The movement was joined also by Buddhists, per-
secuted religious sects, and a section of non-
Integrationist Catholics... To keep itself in
the saddle, the regime only intensified re-
pression. On the people's side, the various
local and regional movements called for unifi-
cation, with a view not only to more efficiency,
but also sheer survival. Centralized leadership,
both political and military, became a vital
necessity for the revolution. Conditions were

resi of
ﬁggizzaﬁuziggiétioﬁsFiizt khe ripe for the creation of a national united

front with a common purpose, bringing together

all tendencies of the opposition. And so the
South Viet Nam National Front for Liberation was born. This was not a starting
point, but a result, a crystallization: the result of six years of relentless strug-—
gle, crystallization of all patriotic and democratic forces." (South Vietnam: From

the NLF to the PRG, Vietnamese Studies #23, Ranoi, 1970) The NLF was founded
December 20, 1960 with lawyer Nguyen Huu Tho as president.

The Party in the South had survived the Diem terror, led the political struggles
for implementation of the Geneva Accords, and had forged the unity of the NLF
around a ten point program calling for the establishment of a national coallition
government and broad democracy, the implementation of land reform, the guarantee of
the rights of naticonal minorities, the pursuance of a foreign policy of peace and
neutral ity and the peaceful reunification of the country. This fighting program
was the basis for undertaking a national |Iberation war against the US and its
Saigon lackeys.

1960-1969: National Defense by the Entire People. ?ﬁ

For the next ten years, throughout the Sixties, the Party, the NLF and the People's
Liberation Armed Forces (PLAF) led the struggle of the masses of South Vietnamese
peasants against US imperiallsm and its feudal and compradore agents (the compradore
bourgeolisie are those Vietnamese capitalists created and supported directly by the
imperlalists to maintain and bolster the status of Vietnam as a US neo-colony.) In
the |lberated zones, accounting for 4/5 of the countryslde and ten million people
by 1965, a de facto people's administration carried out land reform, stepped up
farm production, built up the network of health and educational services, organized
cultural activities and mobilized the people for the resistance. Every scheme s
of the imperialists was crushed by a careful combination of military action, polit-
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1954~1960: Toward a Socialist North and Armed Struggle in the South.

Fol lowing Geneva a temporary division of Viet Nam was agreed to for
the purpose of the disengagement and evacuation of French forces fighting through-
out the country. The DRV took full contrel in the North and a US puppet, Ngo Dinh
Diem was installed in the Scuth In anticlipation of democratic national elections
in 1956 to be followed by reunification of the country. As It became clear that the
Diem regime was consolidating a US neo-colony and military base by getting rid of
pro-French factions, eliminating the core of the people's movement constituted by
former Resistance members, and canceling the general elections, the ftasks of the
struggle and the Party shifted drastically. Since 1954 the tasks have been to
build socialism in the North and continue the national democratic revolution in
tThe South, now against US imperialism.

Before 1954 a single Party organization and a single national united front had
evaluated the conditions of the fight and outlined strategy and tactics to carry
on the anti-imperialist and anti-feudal struggle together. From 1954 to May 1975
the division of the country and the new tasks -- continuing the national democra-
tic revolution in the South and advancing to socialism in the North -- required
two separate united fronts, the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam and
the Vietnam Fatherland Front in the North,. and the creation of a southern branch
of the VWP, the Revolufionary People's Party (RPP) to lead the struggle in the
South. At no time did the RPP constitute a separate Communist Party. The revolution
throughout Vietnam was always one revolution with plans and strategy prepared with
the needs of both North and South in mind. Today the RPP branch has again been
absorbed into a single VWP structure.

. In the North, land reform and economic rehabilitation from nine years of

Y war was completed by the .end of 1957. The first Three Year Plan (1958~

\ 1960) began the process of collectivization of agriculture and the
ﬁgﬁz;r socclalist development of handicraft and industry. Throughout
this period primary emphasis was placed on food production,
medical and educaticonal facilities to meet the needs of the

(( 4et entire population. In the land reform over 1,944,000 acres

/// & of land were distributed t¢ 2,104,000 peasant familles.
Agricultural collectivization proceeded from mutual aid
& teams to small scale cooperatives, a process basically
hd completed by the end of 1960. Poll+ically, the period
7 1954-1960 in the North was a time of the consol Idation of
the "people's democratic dictatorship" over the landlords
and reacticnary capitalists and increased participation of the masses of workers and
peasants In people's councils In villages, towns and districts.

In the South, the first six years of the Diem regime was marked by outrlight terror,
first against former Resistance cadre but soon growing info a full-scale war of ex-—
termination against all opposition. 90,000 were killed, 190,000 maimed, 800,000
Jalled -- and of these 600,000 crippied by torture. Resistance initially was strictly
political as the people looked to implement the provisions of the Geneva Accords
and to The general elections scheduled for 1956. These peaceful actions were
drowned in blood, as in May 1955 when Diem responded to a May Day march of [50,000
by burning down the slums of Saigon to drive away from the city the large masses
of working people dangerous fo the regime.

Through 1957-1958 Dlem heightened the attacks on the people, reinstating the class
of landlords dispossesed during the Resistance when 3/4 of the land in the South had
been under People's Power and land reform was largely carried out. Diem also attacked
the national minorities in the Central Highlands, concentrating them in hamlets whllie
moving one million ethnic Viet people into the mountain areas to take over the land.
In 1959-1960 the Diem regime undertook fuli-fledged fascist tactics, conducting fran-
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ical action by the masses of people, and
persuasion and agitation among enemy troops.

By 1968 the NLF was strong enough to begln a \\\
i general offensive and continuous popular up-
risings fto drive half a million US troops out S~
of Vietnam. The Tet general offensive, January-
February 1968, attacked in three days 64 clties

and towns, 24 alir bases and 35 US and puppet
military centers. In |7 days of fighting, five

of nine Saigon districts were liberated and

Hue was held for four weeks. The morale of the
Saigon administration and army collapsed and

that of the US expeditionary force was Irre-
trievably shaken, The US was forced to uncon-
ditionally halt the air and naval attacks on North Vietnam, begun in 1965, on

October 31, 1968 and was forced to begin the Paris peace talks In January 1969,

Out of the battles in the clities during Tet 1968, the Alliance of National,
Democratic and Peace Forces (ANDPF) was formed, representing the intelligentsia
and national bourgeoisie in the cities. In summer and fall 1968 elections were
held throughout the South.for Revolutionary People's Committees in vil|lages, dis-
tricts and provinces. In June 1969 a Congress of Representatives of the South Viet-
namese People from these elected committees was held under the auspices of the NLF
and ANDPF fo establish the Provisicnal Revcluticonary Government (PRG)., The PRG adopted
the ten point program of the NLF,

hY

In the North, the period of the first five year plan, 1961-1965, was a period of
the transition to socialism in all fields. By 1965, 85% of agriculture was organized
in large, high-level cooperatives, 20,000 in all. By creatively applying Marxism=
Leninism to the concrete conditions in Vietnam, the DRV, starting from a small-
scale and very backward agricultural economy, had bypassed the stage of capitalist
development and advanced straight towards Socialism .By the end of 1965 the first b
bases of engineering, metallurgical and chemical industries, as well as various
branches of heavy and |ight industry were built and in operation, owned and run by
the state. This Is not to say that socialist transformation was complete, that class
struggle, struggle between the two paths of capitalism and socialism, was over. In
fact this struggle was often very sharp, even in the party itself.

[965-1968 were four years of severe alr war over North Vietnam.
The US imperiallsts understood full well that the sociallist DRV was
the rear base of the revolution in the South and set out to destroy
that base. In fact the bombing slowed, stopped, and in some cases set
back all aspects of industrial development. However, "In the flames of
war the cooperativized agriculture still proved the strength and super-
Iority of the collective way." (dAn Outline History—of the Viet Nam
Workers' Party, 1930~1970, New Delhi, 1972) By 1967 93.7% of the working
peasant households were in farming coops and rural production sustained
the people and army- north and south- through the spring offensive this past
year. Moreover, the socialist relationships of emulation and cooperation among the
masses =- built in daily struggle during the land reform and farm coop movements --
was the basis for continuing to fight in the face of full-fledged US attack, under
the Party slogan, "The Entire People Take Part in the Fighting and in National
Defense." Socialism was in fact the anchor of the resounding victory of the Viet-
namese people in April [975.

1969-1975: The Victory of Socialism and National Liberation War.

Since the founding of the PRG, the patient hand of the Party has been evident in VUi
the forward march of the revolution through the twists and furns of the struggle In
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the South. All US expeditionary forces were driven from Vietnam-and, despite the
last ferocious Christmas bombing in December 1972, the Paris Peace Agreements

were signed In January 1973, In the face of each desperate attempt by Thieu to vio-
late and invalidate the agreement, the revolutionary forces waged political struggle,
popularizing and demanding implementation of 1ts terms through October 1974,

while preserving the |iberated zones and rebuilding the PLAF. This process and
Thleu's terroristic response to political struggle awoke the reslstance of the
"Third Force," the last urban elements to take up active opposition to the Saigon
puppet regime. When it became clear to all that the only obstacle to peace was

the US-backed Thieu administration, and that a quick end fo Thieu would mean real
peace, the PRG launched a general offensive, backed by popular uprisings and politi-
cal action in all urban areas. The Saigon puppets fell In seven months. Today the
new democratic revolution Is being consolidated and completed as reconstruction
gathers speed and steps towards reunification are taken.

The last five years in the north have witnessed a new surge of soclallist con-
struction, and the achievements are stupendous. In agriculfure, the DRV is currently
advancing on a program of consolidating cooperatives from 20,000 independent units
to 250 district-sized units, utilizing new technology, a double crop system and
strengthened collective responsibility to make a leap to large-scale agricultural
production. Integral to this movement, the DRV has
built 1000 irrigation projects since 1955 and put
2.4 million acres (80% of the cultivated land In
the North) under irrigation -- compared fo |2 pro-
Jects and 672,000 acres under the French.

In Industry, the number of factories has increased
from 100, with only 15,000 workers under the French,
to over |300 today. The value of heavy industrial
output is up 100 times and Is able to provide equip-
ment and machines to other sectors of the economy --
tractors, food processing machines, 2000 ton ships,
trucks, locomotives, road graders and dredgers, con-
veyor belts, sawing and pulp mixing machines and
complete plants for some branches of |ight industry.
Electric power is 18 3 times that in 1955 and elec-
tricity for agriculture Is four times that in 1965
and double 1972. The output value of coal mining is
6.7 times 1955, Over |00 chemical plants now make
over 300 products with a total value 60.9 times 1955,
The length of highways has doubled since 1965 and
of rallways quadrupled slnce 1955. || literacy is
wiped out; schools, colleges and universities have
shown a ten to 100-fold increase. The number of doc-
tors and surgeons is |2 times that in 1960 in The
North. (data from Hsinhua, September 1, 1975;
1945-1975, 30 Years of the DRVN, Paris, 1975; and The restoration and enlargement

Hanoi Radio, August 3, 1975, FBIS August 13, 1975.) of the Ha Bac Nitrogen Fertil-

Today, although the tasks of the reveclution in Leer Eionts

Vliet Nam are still to build Soclialism in the North and complete the national democra-
tlc revolution In the South, the concrete conditions facing the Party and the people
have changed greatly. The DRV's third five year plan, announced in early 1975, has
been scrapped and a new one is in preparation to take Into consideration the needs
of the entire country. (See article this newsletter on South Viet Nam for specific
tasks In the months ahead.} —
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Some Questions of Theory

From this historical revlew we can see that the development of the Vietnamese revo-
lution 1s linked organically to the leadership role of the Communist Party. No other
organization in the 45 years of struggle has been able to sum up the needs and aspir-
atlons of the people and point the way forward from victory to victory. The Party
itself sees two general lessons to }fs success and ability to play this role, First
Is its grasp of MarxIsm-Leninism and its application in the concrete practice of the
Vietnamese revolution. Second, victory is not magical, it requires a concrete anal-
ysis of concrete conditions and the strength to carry out the tasks. The Vietnamese
identify six factors of success the Party has struggled at every turn to create,
foster and strengthen: a genuine, revolutionary Marxist-Leninist Party; the worker-
peasant alliance; ‘the national united front; the revelutionary army of the people;
state power In the form of a people's democratic dictatorship; and international
sol ldarity. (March Ahead Under the Party's Banner, Hanoi, 1963)

A Revolutionary Marxist-Leninist Party.

“"Marxism-Leninism is a science dealing with the development of nau..

society, the science of the socialist revolution of the working class, .. e
of proletarian dictatorship, the science of building socialism and communism wv.._..ugh-
out the world, the science of revolutionary struggle of the working class and
oppressed people."” (ibid)

In Vliet Nam, the application of this science of
revolution allowed for the first time the iden-
tificetion of the real and fundamental contra-
dictions in a colonial and semi-feudal society
and laid the basis for a combined struggle
against Imperialism and the feudal landlord
class. It also allowed for a concrete analysis
of class forces in Viet Nam to determine, at
every point of struggle, who the enemies and
who the friends of the revolution are. If at
any time the Vietnamese revoluticn had been led
by idealism and mere hatred of oppression, and
not by Marxist-Leninist materialism, the abili-
ty to see the real struggles of the people and
identify their friends and enemies might have
led fo militant struggle and herolc defeat, but not to sustained revelution and
total victory.

In Viet Nam the revolution demanded the leadership of a Marxist-Leninist Party. This

means several things. First, although the VWP was born and grew up in an agricultural
country with a small working class, and the overwhelming majority of its members came
from the petty bourgeoisie -- first students and intellectuals and later peasants -=~

the party cannot adopt the ideology of the petty bourgeoisie, of individualism and

concern for self, or it will lose. Rather, the Party must represent only the interests

and outlook of the working class, gained in experience in production, for this is
the only way it can fight and win an end to exploitation and oppression for all and
builld the new society.

Second, the Party must keep close contacts with the masses of people, never sclldi-
fying into a bureaucracy or a command structure. The Party leads the people to make
revolution by learning from the people -- by taking the scattered and partial exper-
iences and ideas of the masses of people; using Marxism-Leninism to sum these up and
concentrate what is correct; and returning these concentrated ideas to the masses In
the form of political line and policies to guide the struggle. This question of
maintaining a genuine revolutionary Party has been taken very seriously by the VWP,

N

Yo
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The Party and the People's Democratic Dictatorship

State power In Yiet Nam Is a dictatorshlip, speciiically a people's democratic

" dletatorship. Marxlam=-Laninlsm teschas that all states and state power s @ means for
png class to exerclse control and dlictatorship over another. In Viet Mam baforea rewv-
olutlon, state powar was tha dlctatorship af the bour-
gealisla and lendlords, of a few over the vast majorlty
of tha people. Today the "tyranny ot the major|ty"
ralgns: of workars and peasants over the landlords and
compradora bourgealsle In the South and over all the
bourgeolislae |n the North.

As regards Democracy, pecple's power In Viet Nam saes
to It that working people sctually wiliald power and par-
ticlpate In state management. As regards Dictatorship,
all counterrevoiutionary activities are prevented and
reprassad.

On thls question of state power axlst soma of the
sharpest dl fferences betwesn Morth and South Viet Nam.
Thea tesks of state power In the South [workar-poasant
dictatorship) are to estabFish and further the democra-
tie reglme and put Into effect genulne democratic free=
doms. for the people, to carry out [and reform and mater—
Inllzae tha slogan "land to tha T11ier"” whila Teaving
intact the foundations of capitalism, bulld and develop
a natlional and democratic ecomnomy and culture, and pre-
para for soclallst revalution politlically, sconamically
and ldeclogically. Tha fasks In the North (actually a
dlctatorshlp of the proletariat) ere to break up thelr
powar; rally the various strata of the people arocund the
working class In order to carry out socialist transfor-
mation and pave the way for communism - the complete
abolItion of classes. In nalther case, however, doss
pecplets democratic dictatorship mean the end to, but
rather the contlnuation of class struggle under new
forms, by new means.

Tha relationship of the Farty o the Stete s not for
tha Party to function as the State or fo "command" state
organs, but fo ldeoclogically and politically lead and
educate cadra and employees In these organs. For in-
stance, In Saigon there is 8 Natlonal Liberation Front
city committes of dozens of leaders from all classes; a
Revolutionary Commiftee, the highest government body
responsible for polltical decislons In the clify: and
various administrative units responsible 1o the Revolu= S E :
tionary Commiitee. In additlon there Is a ?urfv structure ppo pres. Huynh Tan Phat
for Saigon which has =zoma members at all three |evels of
government and which glves guidance and |leadership to officlials not [n the Party.

RPP leader Tran Van Tra

The Party and Internmational Solidarity

The Vietnamese have many friends around the world and theay have taken particular
pains to develop thase friendships to bulld the common, world-wlde fight against
Imperial Ist oppression and exploitation. The Vietnamese revolution [s not a national-=
I1st revolution, merely the concern of thae people of Vietnam. It Is In fact an Integral
part of the world revolutionary movemant for peace, democracy, national [ndependeance
and soclalism; and Infernational support has been buflt on the basis of contributing
o these common struggles of all working and oppressed psople.
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The success of tne International struggle fto support Viet Mam depanded on the Farty's
correct analysis of the contradictlons and real strudgles and of tha true friends and
anomies of their revolution wor|d=wlda. The Viet Nam Workers' Party has analyzed thalr
friends as follows: the brother Communist and worker partyles; the working class and
peace=loving peoples al| over the world; and the countries of the Third World. The -
anamy of the revo|utlion In Viet Nam and throughout Indochina was primarifly US Imperi-
allsm and secondar]ly |esser capltellst states and reactionary rullng classas In
Southaast Asla.

With the sweaping defeat of US Imperlallism In Indochina, the serlous weakening of Its
position of hegemony throughout Southeast Asla, and the subsequent weakaning of many
of the reactlonary rullng classes In the area which served as direct agents of the
Us, & malor reassessment of the contradlctions In the area and the presant friends
and enemles of the ongoing revolution In Viet Nam |s necessary and underway by the
Party. One manifestatlon of this changing sltuation Is the effort to normalize state-
to=stata relatlons with governments which provided direct asslistance to US aggressian
== Japan; Thalland, the Phlllpplnes and Austral la.

Ancther International concern facing the Vietnamese Is what role North Yiet Nem will
play In tha world movemant for soclallst revolution now that the struggle in the South
agalnst the US Is no longer the primary concern. This questlon has been distorted by
the bourgeclislie as a power struggle over Viet Nam by Russlia and China. In fact It is &
pal Itlcal and Idealoglical questlon of real Importance to the Vietnamese because the
success of the struggle Inslide Vlet Nam todey, no less than In the past, must be
wagad [n the context of the struggle of all working and oppressed peocple agalnst Im-
parfallsm. It |s not yet clear how tha Party In Viet Nam has resolved this guestion,
partlcularly how tha world-wlide crisls of imperialism has weakened and changed the
US position 85 top dog of capltallsm and what the concrete role of the Soviet Unlfon Is
Today == frilend or fos of revolution,

The question of who fights for revolution and who subverts and holds back the fight
arcund the worid s key to organizing the struggle and aiming the blows sharply agalns
Impariallsm. In |ight of the leading role playad by soclallst states and Coemun!st
parties In the struggle world-wlde, tha guastlion of who the true soclalists are and
what thelr rola should b& |s particularly important. Yiet NMam has conslstently stood
with and helpad spasarhead the rising tide of revalutionary struggle In the world
against Imperlalism, for peace, natlonal Independence, democracy and socinmlism. They
have clearly shown us that under the correct leadershlp of &8 Pevalutlonary Marxlst=
Leninist Party the struggle of the working and oppressesd people can triumph over
any odds.

In this time of world crisis
for US imperialism, the struggle
S of the American ﬁnnpla against
fncreasing attacks and exploita-
tion the capitalist bosses
and ruling class has sharpened
as well. The questions of who
are our friends and enemies, of
correct leadership and "how to
win" 1s important to us, because
11ke our Vietnamese brothers and
sisters, we fight to win total
victory over imperialism.

May Day, New York City, 1975.
Calebration of the international
struggle of the working clam
under the slogans "FIGHT, i
STARVE," "WORKERS UNITE TO LEAD
THE FIGHT AGAINST ALL OPPRESSION"
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