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correct commrunist leadership to the spontaneous

of the masses, Your'‘communlst'from Ca-
lifornia wes liquidating not only the tasks of com
munlsts to stru%yle for our dermocratic rights but
also, party building Itself!

Secondly, there are fundamental errorxin the line you

utting forward - which we will point out heré,
as t ey are Very comon among other conrades in tl
communist movement who we Pelieve will also bene-
fit from our doing so

Over all, your line Is characterized by eclecticism.
You place everything on a par theory and practice,
subjective and objective factors, all tasks facing
communists, etc , regardless of the concrete con-
ditions or period in which we are in. This Is inco-
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rrect Communists must analyse the concrete condi-
tions in order to best determine the corresponding
tasks and the relationship between them Otherwise
we can only end up loosing our bearings and even-
tually liquidate all tasks ~ As a matter of fact, the
meaning of tasks being‘complimentary™ is that by
%raspr a%vvhrch is primary and carrying it out we are
etter able to carry the others out 1

You also contradict yourself You dont say so, but
objectively you are holding the line that in this
period practice is primary over theory In effect,

by failing to determine what is primary you have en-
ded WP counterposing * For example , look at what
you say "lts not a question of winning people over
to ideas, but to struggle."* Ad also = An organ is
a tool for struggle not a forum for polemics *  You
are counterposing theory VS practice, struggle \S
polemics, etc \What good is it to win workers over
to struggle if you don't win them also to the ideas
of communism?7 What good is it to struggle without
understanding why or where we are headed7 This is
the old maxim of the economists of the *‘movement
is everything -the final aim is nothing **

We hold that to determine what is primary is not
equivalent to counterposing, but on the contrary it
is to establish correct dialectical relationships bet-
ween tasks and concrete conditions In learning
there Is a constant interrelationship between know-
ing and doing, between theory and practice and in
that process, as Inall processes in nature and
society, one is primary over the other Qur great
teacher Chairman Mao puts it simply

""Tre dialectical-materialist theory of know-
ledge places practice in the primary position,
holding that human knowledge can in no way
be separated from practice and repudiating
all the erroneous theories which deny the im
1E%rth]ance of practice or separate knowledge

practice ™
Four Essays on Philosophy, p 4

Is Chairman Mao counterposing because he holds
practice as primary7 Of course not1And again,to
show how this Is not a mechanical, arbitrary deter-
mination but the result of concrete analysis of
concrete conditions, allow us to again quote Mao

"But it must also be admitted that In certain
conditions, such aspects as the relations of
production, theory and the superstructure In
turn manifest themselves in the principal and
decisive role When it is impossible for the
productive forces to develop without a change
Inthe relations of production, then the change
in the relations of production plays the princi-
pal and decisive role. The creation and advo-
cacy of revolutionary theory plays the princi-
pal and decisive role Inthose times of which
Lenin said, "Without revolutionary theory there
can be no revolutionary movement **\When a
task , no matter which, has to be performed ,
but there is as yet no gurdrng line, method,
plan or policy, the principal and decisive
thing Is to decide on a guiding line, method,
plan or policy ™

Four Essays of Philosophy, p 58

Such Is the period in which we find ourselves a
period in which there is as of yet "no guiding line,
method , plan or policy'* for fulfilling our central
and all other tasks around which MarxIst-LenInists
can unite, advanced workers can be won over, and
the broad masses mobilized for Lenin describes the
pre-party period Inthe Soviet Union emphasising the
role of theory at such atime in which MarxIst-Lenl-
nists are scattered and there is no guiding line.
Wk have to quote again
We can
judge from that how tactless the Rabocheye D\elo is when
with an air of triumph it quotes Marx s statement  Every
step of real mo count is more important than a dozen pro
grams To repeat these words in i period of theorem il
chaos is like wishm® mourneis it a funeiil mmy hippv
returns of tae dav Moicovu die e words of Marx uc
taken from his letter on the Gotha Program in which he
sharply condemns celectieism in the formulation of principles
If you must unte Marx wrote to the party leaders then
enter into agre ments to satisfy the practical aims of the
movement but do not aiiow any bargaining ovc pnneip'cs
do not make concessions in questions of theory This was
Marx s idea and yet there arc people among us who strive
—in his name —to belittle the significance of thcorvi
Without a revolutionary theory there can be no revolu
tionary movement This thought cannot be insisted upon too
strongly at a t me when the fashionable preaching of oppor
tunism goes hand in hand with an infatuation for the nar
rowest forms of practical activity Yet for Russian Social
Democrats the importance of theory is enhanced by three
more circuns ances which arc often forgotten firstly by the
fact that our Party is only in process of formation its features
arc only just becoming, outlined and it is yet far from having
settled accounts with other trends of revolutionary thought
which threaten to divert the movement from the correct path
On the contrar precisely the very recent past was marked
by a revival of non Social Democratic revolutionary trends
(which A*xelrod long ago warned the Economists would
Lnder these circumstances what at first sight
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appeus to be an unimportant mn>tal e may lead to most
deplorable consequence:* and onh shortsighted people can
consider actional disputes and a stuct differentiation between
shades inopportune or superfluous The fate of Russian
Sou'll Democ ac\ tor m n\ manv \ears to come mas depend

on t'° treigu* ngof )k or o ser shade

What Is to be Done?, p 27

Similarly, the objective and subjective factors must
be analysed In their Interrelationship It Is a funda-
mental principle of dialectical materialism that It

Is the objective conditions which determine the de
velopment of nature and society The subjective
factors Interact with the objective Inthis develop-
ment and, under certain conditions, at certain pe-
riods of development, become the decisive factor
Such Is the case Inthe concrete conditions of the

U S today regarding the party building process
Objective conditions are over-ripe for the building

of the party The spontaneous movement of the "me
sses advances rapidly (the objective factor), while
the subjective factor, the consciousness and orga-
nization of the working class, lags behind and does
not meet up to the tasks of our times The working
class on Its own cannot acquire socialist conscious-
ness necessay to overthrow the bourgeoisie and the
capitalist system It must be through the conscious
efforts of Marxlst-Leninists throught the Party that
it will become conscious as 'a "class for Itself", and
be able to fulfill Its historic mission Therefore,
today, under the present concrete conditions and
corresponding tasks that face us the subjective fac-
tor becomes the decisive factor The objective con-
ditions demand It, so that we may be able to carry
oat the revolutionary transformation of objective reality

Comrade, your methodology reflects empiricism In
the way In which you view the development of line
and theory You ask, referring to the development

of line "Where is that done? In struggle "And
further you-say that advanced elements "must parti-
cipate in Its development and see Its development **
(your emphasis) The materialist conception of know-
ledge holds that the process of learning goes from
practice to theory and again to practice In a conti-
nuous process each 'time taken to a higher level

A correct line Is not simply developed from "'struggle
You cannot discard the role of theory in this process,
le, of the enormous wealth of historical experiences
of the International proletariat which has been sum-
med up In its general aspect by the great teachers,
and Is known as the science of Marxlsm-Lenlnism-
Mao Tsetung Thought The line is developed both
from theory, the sum-ups of struggles shared by
other communists, and, our own struggle We can-
not expect to experience everything, to participate
In all the process of development of the line, to

see that development This empiricism Is very
dangerous since we are unable to participate in

all struggles, and leads in politics to right oppor-
tunism, economlsm Remember what the Albanians
say in the very passage you quote, that it was the
struggle of communists In the anti-fascist war and
their common ldeology, and not just the struggle,
what became decisive factors in building the party.

On propaganda and agitation you distort our line You
say that we '"'seem to think that agitation Is a degra-
dation™ and then continue to defend ATM's right line
that a communist newspaper in this period should be
mainly agitation ATM talks about making it more
"acceslble"to the class and you say that '‘the proleta-
riat as a whole must understand It. " The relation be-
tween propaganda and agitation as any other dlalectl=

cal relation Is determined by the speciflLetime, place,
and conditions Inwhich It exists The fact Is that you
address your newspaper laerviry-peBt~Flo the partii
cular sector that must be won over to the side of pro-
letarian revolution We say that these are today the
Marxist-Leninists and advanced workers who will .;
compose the bulk of our future party cadres. And a>
long as this is our task, we hold that propagapda Is
the chief form of communist activity. Lenin said In,
"Retrograde Trend" that Instead of adapting the paper
to the lowest strata of workers, we must develop, "dif-
ferent forms of agitation and propaganda' In the form
of popular pamphlets, local leaflets, etc. Emphasising
that chief form of activity doesn't mean "only" form,
Lenin also warned against "such an exaggeration of
one side of our activities to the detrmfent of the other"
We hold that propaganda Is a higher level of political
education, and that ATM's paper reads like a collec-
tion of economist agitation leaflets representing a
retrograde trend In our movement

Finally we would like to clarify some things. By
the use of quotation marks on some phrases, you
Imply that our line is the two stage theory In propa-
ganda and agitation and on MLs unite and win the
advanced, etc None of those quotes are ours nor
do they represent our line We have combatted ATM's
two stage theory on propaganda and agitation as it
appeared In RC vol 1#3 (Our position appears in
Resistance vol 7#6 On MLs unite and win the ad-
vanced It appears in vol 7 #5 where we establish
that both are just as important and simultaneously
carried out though the first primary)

Let us fight against right opportunism which Is the
main danger, and against "left"opportunism as well*
MARXIST-LENINISTS, UNITE® WIN THE ADVANCED
WORKERS TO COMMUNISM*



