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240 LiSove# 130,000,000 people, 65% of'1all,/TV~using homes;~yatehed .at.least. part of
£ 17 IROOTS”in Januaryl iWhat's 'the réadon for: thisieverwhelming.popularity of a stony, based
" Dnd #RaTiveéd of zeveral fgencrations of-vouthern slaves? Why did the ;capitalist_owners
~rrandcontrollers of. the TV media fponsow. ROOTS? ;And \what's the significance, of the show
Tt asifar-asdthe lives 'of workers and oppressed peoples -in Lhe- US :arg,goncerned?;, .
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Obviously, there are hundredsof reasons vhy- 80 mapy\peogge”wqtchgd BO0TSﬂ,unt

one thing isiclear: objectiyely, it shows.that the nasses,;of workipng and oppressed
people are demtnding to;knbw;their-histoxyﬁrtheixggpopg,;whethpxigheyﬂbe Blacks from

the Black:Nation, whose ancestors. suffered .the brutality.of slavery;Chicanos from the

Southwest; whoge.land:was stolenfrom theix forefathers; Native Americans, almost wiped
viout by their.!eiyilized!, colomizers;-or Apglo immigrante, whose.encestors fled from
“ihvoppression in Europe to find-dit:im a different. form in, the. !new world! :
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=inds o/ This thirst for. the trueebiﬁtpry&ﬂf'Woxkexsﬁﬂnd,opp:assgdjpeoplgs,isja good. thing.
Only with a firm grasp of the history-and"nﬂturegbﬁ;their;expripatipnﬁgnd.opprgssion
under capitalism will the masses be able to make revoiution and put this system where
i dtsbelonds =~ on the'scrap-heap of historyi . Teviuoy <4 ~1 b E el S e
: RANE I T T AT elhal f mees ol daun anton Sek gnsa, Fadhw o

-



But if knowledge of the history of the many peoples of the US is so important,
and it is, why did the ruling class, who own and control the media, push ROOTS? Again,
. the ahswer has-many aspects. ' For one thing, they knew it would attract a huge, audience
~ and 'gross profits. At the same time, they figured that whatever historical understand-
ing was gained from watching ROOTS would be limited, by the limitations of the story it-
self: the fact that it focused on generations of one family, who, under slavery, were
the relatively more privileged house slaves and skilled slaves; the fact that after the
Civil War, they were able to leave the plantation -and buy land and 'be free'; the fact
. that the form of resistance was limited to occasional attempts of escape to .the North,
without ‘accurately. portraying the numerous slave rebellions and‘insurrections in the
slave scuth.

What the bourge0151e can' t control though is the fact that ROOTS for all its
'i-limitations,. gave a spart: to the progressive, democratic aspirations of Black pgople
and their allies in the Anglo-American working class and among the oppressed natlen'
alities. It encouraged .the masses of people to dig into the history of their people,
. their social class.’t With this in mind, we are briefly outlining some of the major
historical questlons ‘ROOTS didn't deal with, and which are necessary to put the history
i of slavery in - the US into- perspective. ; ; M e

ek o9l » e e WHY DID SIAVERY HAPPEN?

73 . 'The slavery thatvaccompanied;the;dawn of capitalism was not because of .some.in-
borm iracism on the part of European slave-traders, or because the 'civilized' nations
" of .-Europe wanted to bring Christianity.and a 'better .life' to the.-'heathens' of Africa,
or because  of ‘any:ather similar reasons usually given by bourgeois historians. In
fact, slavery of the latg 15-19th centuries began as a result of. the discovery of "new
Iands' by Europe, increased trade, the beginning of capitalist production, or com-
modity production based on the drive for,profit. From the sweat and blood of the
native peoples, African slaves, and wage-slaves in Europe, came the primitive accum-

¢.nlmulation-of capitali: As Karl Marx 'pointed out in Capital: '"...capital comes. (into the

-+ world) dripping from head to foot, from every pore, with blood and dirt! (p 760) and
~"The ‘discovery of gold and silver .in -America, the extirpation, enslavement and entomb-

. ment 0f mines of the aboriginal population, the- beginning of the. conquest and looting

- of the. East Indies, the turning of Africa into:a warren for the commercial hunting of
black-skins, signalxsed the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist production (p.751)

In the thirteen|colonies, slavery provided the basis for the ensrmous wealth and
power of theilanded aristderacy. In 1793, the cotton gin was invented in England,
rand’ cotton production expanded tremendously rAgain we -quote Marx: '"Whilst the cotton

uwindustry introduced child-slavery in England, it gave in the United States a stimulus
.~to thé transformation of the earlier, more or less patriarchal slavery (i. e._ptod-

‘ .uction mainly for the plantation -ed)into a s stem of commercial exploitation. In
fact; the veiled slavery of the wage-workers in Europe needed, for.its pedestal,
slaver pure:.and simple’in-the new world." . .(pp ’'59-700) Features common to capitalist
- production; such as extreme overwork and speed-up, were grafted onto the alread: brutal
slave system, as the plantatlon was t1ed into the international market.

o < iroay . WHY THE .CIVIL WAR WAS FOUGHT : v i o
By the: luOOs it was clear ‘that- slaverv- to- surv1ve, had to expand.: Erosion.of

ithe soil from intensive one crop cultivation.year after year was only one of;many.
.economic:reasons why slaver had to seek:new,: fresh territory. For:over sixty years
a primarily political battle took place, between the slave-owning class in.the, South
and the rising industrial capitalist class in the North. The struggle involved the
admittance: of territories .as either free or slave states . (Missouri Compromise, 1720;
Kansas-Nebraska Act, 1754), the question. of: catching and returning escaped slaves (Fug-
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itive- Slave Law), and the legal status of slavery in the territories (the; infamous Dred
Scott Decision, 1 57, which declared that a slave was chaieel property no matter where
. he,;or. she might be taken)., K All these ref]ected Lhe South s efforts to extend slavery,
" and the North's attempts , to keep it. in-check. But. not until the mld-nlneteenth century
.- ddd: the! Northern bourgeoisie develop the nroductlvo forces and accumulate adequate cap~
-ital and-a: corresponding political position .to Lhallenge Southern domlnation of, the
tgovernment..- 3 ; purge | vl el [ : i : e Pt oo = ,; Sy
o 1 o % 03 i [ i i i I
L & 2V The-- Clvil War: a8, cleerly 'the, uontinustion of politlcs bv other means. :'ﬁt'had
. been brewing -for. years, and erupted finsllv in 1. 61, athen  the. . Sauthern slavocracy real-
ized it would have to act or submit to the srowing strength of the industrial bourgeoisie

i1, For."the: Morthern capitalists, the war was, not, fought over a 'moral issue', that is,
because, it feltpsﬁeyeryfwss¢ey14,w For the most party they were concerned only with
wstopping,the;ﬁ;pansion;of slavery, and opening .up new Qerrlrory to cepitalrst exploit-
jations: 'Emancipation' became a slogan only latexr, under pressure from.the slaves and
their allies both Noxrth and Sourh [{including Abol1tloa16ts,*po01 Anglo fermexsﬂ and
s.workers ), and out of fear -of losing to the South. . Even under the slogan Qf, freedom,
however, we should recognize that the ﬁortheru capltalisLs were bound by rheir own
class interests: freed slaves would not only help them to win the war, but serve as a
source of cheap labor afterwards, so necegssryito the fast-expanding capitalist system.
In essence, the Civil War was a phase of the bourgeois ~democratic revolution which had
-:begun with the .fight for.emancipation from England in 177G. . As Marx said, '"The present
struggle -betweent the Seuth and North is, therefore, nothing bu a struggle betueen two
wsocial ‘systems, between thg system of slaverj and -the. system,of free labor. The._
struggle has brol2n out because. the two systems.can.no; longer dive peacefu}ly side by
side on the North American- continent.; It :can only ‘be __ended, by fhe wictory ;of ane;
system ox the other." (glo :Civil War .in .the Hp1ted stetcs,ﬂp ol) A Tk Loy
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- The abolitlon of chattel slavery and *hc mrrrtarj dofest of the slavc owniug class
.y Qpened the period.knownas 1eCOF”L;uutlﬂh, But -all. tue popurarlzed (bourgeols) ver-
.isleons ! of these approximately twelve years, delrbera:ely ignone or.distort;the funda-
mantal,SLgsiflcanoe of Recomctruction: it.-was-a time when. a,nevorutionary solution to
tlie:land question was entirely within the reach of the liprtheri ‘bour *e01sle‘ The break-
up of the old plantations and their redistrilution amovg the freed slaves and poor
¢ .Angles.would have allewed for thg most- complete. transformation of. Southern society
that jwas possible under e::l1:>"ter1°‘1 Throughout  thie period;. the ex- slaves raiseﬂ the
..demand for 'the land they, had eained through vears. of back- breaking toil.. In. some.
iingtanees, ag for .ecrmample the Sea Is_ends.off the coast of: 1 South Garoline and Florida
]and was actually sezied by Black,and-Anrglo militigs. The cry was raised.for the .right
vote;and secute other. hourgeois democratic rights:.as well, and. for several years,
thelaecoqeruction Acts did ext eno certain. bourgeois freedoms to Blacks and poor. Anglos
i.; tiniasnumbper .of Southern states. ZIut .as tiwe went on, it became clear that 'freedom’
i «jymeant tyo different thinge Lo. the freedmen and ‘their poor Anglo. allies, and to: the
Northern bourgeoisie. As.the. lorth consoli dated its, politieal and eeonomic power over
the South, and as wealth and power contrnued to become centralized in ‘fewer and fewer
hands; as the demands of the .ex-claves and,poar Anglos in the South and wage-slaves and
farmers in the North grew more ﬂnd more tH‘eaten4n* the most reectionery wing of the

substituted by outrig:t reectlonary terror.. Cmattel slavery was . repleced by share-
«~cropping, often on the same.plantations,, under the; same masters, controlled.by Wall
1:Street, . The. Civrl War did.not free  the slaves, The. chains of slavery were replaced

by therbondage and oppresvlon.o” the hare- cropping sysrem";.r
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b, vy What 51gnificance-does this‘hsve.ror workels aud oppressed people in the Us today?
'Karl Marx once said: ''Labour cannot emancipate itself in the white skin where in the
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Black it is branded." (Capital, Vol. 1 p 301) The fact that the land question was not
résolved after the Civil War in favor of the ex-slaves and poor Anglos meant that the
economic basis' for genuine freedom was-denied them, and this -fact persists to: this
very day. Vhen we say that a Black Nation exists in the deep South, we can trace its
origins batk to this failure of Reconstruction to divzde the plantatiOns up among the
freedmen and poor Anglos. 1 ;

Workers and oppressed peoples have the right to kiow their true history, but we
won?t get. it from the bourgeoisie. As we've seen, ROOTS was not an exception to the
bourgeoisie's control oveér the media, but it did give a forum for; more widespread in-

. terest in and understanding of the real origins of the Black Watipnal Question. . It is
our duty to build on this desire of the masses to know their roots, to fight for a
correct/understanding of the national question in the South, and to struggle .ever hard-
er' for the:iformation of a genuine communist party that will unite the -many streams of
protest throughout the country to overthrow the bourgeoisie,. and establish a aqcialist
society where true freedom exists for the masses of people. e i
P oy

Note. The MLC wiill ‘soon be publishing a reylsed position on the Black National Question.

We: are presently reviewing our earlier position, 'Free the Black Nation'.




