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CLP-CPUSA Unity

Barking after Jinny Carter's coat-^e »C "LP would vote for Gus Hall 
tails this November, a pack of labor and Jarvis Tyner, "C"PUSA candidat-
reformists and revisionists, namely 
the ‘"C"PUSA, "C"LP, and others, 
hoped to pick up a few meaty bones 
from the victory feast of the bour­
geois elections by their continued 
advocacy of the "peaceful transition 
to socialism" and the use of the 
ballot to gain state power Despite 
their seeming differences, these 
opportunists are all just different­
ly spotted hyenas who share the 
same lot in life

In the U S these forces have 
recently exposed once again their 
traitorous nature This is especial 
ly true of the "Conmunist" Labor 
Party. In the last few years the 
"C"LP has moved, step by step, to . 
join with the "C"PUSA, to the point 
where, today, there is virtually no 
important difference in their basic 
program or methods of political 
scavenging

The recent election campaigns 
of both offer clear examples of the 
growing unity between them In 
Michigan, the "C"LP ran General 
Baker for the Ninth District (High­
land Park-Detroit' of the Michigan 
state legislature In the course of 
this campaign, Nelson Peery, chair­
man of the revisionist "CLP, open­
ly declared that if the "CPUSA 
would vote for General Baker, then
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This a blatant example of the 
opportunist "business unionism" 
which has characterized Miller's 
bureaucracy from the word go ' The 
effect of such an approach to the 
interests of the working miners 
is one in which the financial pros­
perity of the union is counter- 
posed to the need for militant 
struggle against the bourgeoisie 
In this regard the "reform" of the 
UMW has gone through two stages 
First, a struggle was waged to 
win economic demands for company 
funds to raise the standard of 
living of miners and to ensure re­
tired miners at least a subsis­
tence income after spending their, 
lives and health digging profits 
for the BCOA Then, after certaxn 
successes, these demands, which 
miners have wan through struggle, 
have become the reason to deny 
further struggle for fear of jeo­
pardizing what has already been 
g a m e d 1 Two facts are clouded by 
this approach the bourgeoisie's 
need to exploit',' and the proletari­
at’s need to smash exploitation

The demand of mine workerfe for a 
decent retirement income, one which 
is not tied to productivity or the 
goodwill and prosperity of the com­

pany, is clearly one of democratic 
right, but of a democratic right 
which the bourgeoisie has no in­
tention of honoring free of charge

Under imperialism the bourgeoi­
sie seeks not me: ely to compete 
but to dominate, and not merely 
profit but the highest possible 
profit Such profits can only be 
made through the greatest possible 
impoverishment of the working 
class While the coal companies 
speak glowingly of the fine "up­
dated" benefits which miners now 
enjoy, miners are still fighting 
for their basic democratic rights, 
even the right to unionize They 
are still losing their arms, their 
legs, and their lives and are still 
choking to death slowly from 
Black Lung while trying to scratch 
out an existence on a $4,800 year­
ly pension The fact is that the 
improvements made m  the miners' 
Health and Pension Fund in the 
past few years have not been gifts 
granted by the BCOA or concessions 
won through the "reasonable and 
intelligent" approach to bargain­
ing taken by the bureaucrats of 
the UMW These gains, meager as

es for President and Vice-President.
Throughout the country, the 

"C"LP has steadily trod a path over 
the last few years, following the 
trail of the "CPUSA, m  complete 
support of the Soviet social-imper­
ialists Attempting to enter the 
ranks of the "King Hyenas", the 

"CLP has supported several Soviet 
social-imperialist peace plans (de­
tente) regarding the Middle East 
Today the "CLP is actually polit­
icking to merge with the "CPUSA 

While this merger is being car­
ried out, all Marxist-Lemnists 
must be critical of the fact that 
very little real fire has been dir­
ected at these opportunist dogs, 
and that even less attention was 
paid to the bourgeois elections —  
which left the "opposition" field 
to be controlled by these reform­
ists and revisionists

Marxist-Leninists seek to 
utilize all forms of struggle, but 
we rely only upon armed struggle 
as the proven course to state pow­
er In the course of the struggle 
for state power, the struggle aga­
inst the reformists and revision­
ists such as the "CPUSA and "CLP 
will go hand in hand with the strug-i 
gle against the entire capitalist 
class

they are, had to be t o m  from the 
hands of the bourgeois coal oper­
ators through long and bitter 
struggle by miners who have no 
choice but to demand an end to 
their exploitation

The struggle for such rights 
as the right to a decent standard 
of living for retired workers 
points clearly to the limited na 

ture of democratic rights under 
capitalism which reserves such 
rights primarily for the class in 
power —  the bourgeoisie

While the struggles of working 
miners have forced concessions 
from the coal companies the com­
panies m  turn have cashed in on 
every opportunity to turn these 
concessions around Even so, 
that does not mean that these con­
cessions are guaranteed because - 
their significance for miners have 
somehow been lessened. Once a con­
cession has been granted, the bour­
geoisie immediately begins efforts 
to take back what it has been for­
ced to give up The struggle of 
tiie working class becomes one of 
not only seeking new concessions 
to new demands but of constantly 
having to maintain those which are 
already "safely" m  hand This 
is a struggle which must be taken 
up on two fronts against the 
bourgeoisie itself, and against 
its agents within the working 

class, the trade union bureaucrats 
It is the worst kind of oppor­

tunism which would grant miners 
a few crumbs as compensation for 
their exploitation m  return for 
giving up the goal of eliminating 
exploitation altogether, of free­
dom from the crushing weight of 
wage slavery The continually un­
stable and incomplete nature of 
democratic fights under capitalism 
raises before miners and all work­
ers the ultimate demand for the eli­

mination of exploiting classes en­
tirely as the only means by which 
even the most modest rights and 
demands can be guaranteed.

An initial necessary step to­
ward this goal must be the re­
capture of the trade unions and 
their re-establishment as true 
organizing centers for the revo­
lutionary class struggle of the 

proletariat The working class 
must organize and take up the 
struggle against the bourgeoisie, 
not on the,basis of illusions con­
cerning the possibilities of ie- 
form, but rather on the basis of 
the recognition that the funda­
mental interests of workers 
clash irreconcilably with those 
of the bourgeosie

O n  October 1, an agreement was 
reached between U S. Steel Corpor­
ation and county and state pollu­
tion-control agencies to clean up 
U S Steel's enormous coke works 
m  Clairton, near Pittsburgh A 
similar agreement with federal a- 
gencies is in the works If the 
agreement is ratified after the 
November 22 hearings, and if it 
is actually enforced, it will re­
quire U S Steel to make the lar­
gest expenditure for pollution 
control ever made by any firm in 
the United States

Clairton is a key plant in 
the steel industry of the U.S *
The Clairton coke works are the 
largest m  the world Coke is a 
major ingredient m  the making 
of iron and is also used as a fuel 
m  the iron and steel making pro­
cess A  certain grade of bitumi­
nous coal is baked in the "coking" 
ovens to make coke The coke is 
then mixed with iron ore and li- 
mestone in blast furnaces to make 
molten iron The gas produced from 
the coke ovens is used in the fi­
nal steps of rolling and forming 
steel into the finished product 
The gas from the Clairton ovens 
fires 300 furnaces for other pla­
nts in the area through a network 
of gas lines leading out from 
Clairton Clairton is the life­
line of U S Steel's six mills 
in the Monongahela Valley(Irvin, 
Duquesne, Edgar Thomson, McKees­
port, Homestead, and Clairton), 
providing 60% of the fuel consum­
ed in these plants and supporting 
the jobs of 58,000 U S Steel 
workers Clairton directly supp­
orts nearly 9% of the total steel 
production in the U S

Clairton is also vital to the 
U S economy in other ways The 
Clairton works is the largest pro­
ducer in the U S  of chemicals 
from coal The by-products of the 
coking process are used in ferti­
lizer, anti-freeze, synthetic rub­
ber, resins, dyes, floor tile, 
plastics, explosives, additives 
for gas, etc Finally, the energy 
produced at Clairton is worth 
$ 1 5  billion to western Pennsyl­
vania's economy

Clairton's coking process in­
volves loading pulverized coal in­
to the 1,375 ovens, baking it at 
2,050 degrees for 18 hours, push­
ing it out of the ovens into rail­
road cars and cooling it with wa­
ter The outmoded process at Cla­
irton uses open-hearth furnaces, 
whose leaky doors are responsible 
for a major part of the deadly e- 
missions, and open transport of 
raw materials to the ovens, which 
adds a great deal of dust parti­
cles (to the fumes (the same dust 
that causes "black lung" in coal 
miners) This process puts 42,300 
tons of pollutants into the atmos­
phere yearly Of the 82 emissions 
distilled in the coke-making pro­
cess , 50 are known to be danger­
ous , and one of these, benzo a- 
pyrene(BAP) has been known as a 
cancer-inducing agent for years 
BAP is particularly dangerous be­
cause of its effects on the un­
born children of women workers 
(who comprise up to 20% of the 
work force in some of the plants 
of the U S coke industry).

In 1975 the Allegheny County 
Health Department and the Pennsyl­
vania Department of Environmental 
Resources filed charges against 
U S Steel for failing to comply • 
with a 1972 agreement to clean up 
the Clairton Works The agencies 
charged U S. Steel with 241 viola­
tions but U S Steel maintained 
that it was technologically impos­
sible to fulfill the requirements 
of the agreement The presiding 
judge obligingly dissolved the 
clean-up order (This judge was 
running for State Supreme Court 
at the time, and his campaign 
treasurer was a partner m  the 
same law firm that was represent­
ing U S Steel at the trial ) The 
State Supreme Court overturned 
the dissolution order, and a new 
judge was appointed, who promptly 
found the first judge innocent of 
pro-company bias and ordered sec­
ret negotiations between the cor­
poration and the government agen-

Clairton Coke

WHO WILL
cies Clearly the state was tak­
ing the whole case on a merry-go- 
round To the capitalist state 
the most fundamental principle is 
"due process" to protect the pro­
perty rights of capitalists the 
interests of the workers are en­
tirely secondary under bourgeois 
law

In its resistance to cleaning 
up the Clairton Works, U S Steel 
has suggested that if it is forc­

ed to carry out the clean-up, it 
just may decide that it's not 
worth it and close down the works 
and move to Ohio. This is pure 
threat They plid close down the 
coke plant in Gary, Indiana rather 
than clean it up, but the Gary 
plant was tiny compared to Clair­
ton, and had nothing like the im­
portance for surrounding plants 
■that Clairton has

At the same time, the stubborn­
ness of U S Steel's resistance 
reflects the deadly bind that U S 
capitalism as a whole now finds 
itself in Steel is at the very 
heart of capitalist industry For 
decades, world capitalism has 
been falling deeper and deeper 
into a General Crisis from which 
it can never recover The success­
ful struggles of the peoples of 
the Third World against imperial­
ist exploitation and oppression 
have chopped large chunks out of 
the imperialist sphere of con­
trol With the drastic shrinkage 
of the markets available to im­
perialist exploitation, the com­
petition among the imperialist 
powers, especially between the 
two Superpowers, the U S and the 

USSR, for the redivision of what's 
left of the pie is intensifying 
Not only is U S. imperialism be­
ing defeated on every hand by the 
Third World, but American capital­
ists are losing ground to their 
competitors in other capitalist 
countries The situation in steel 
is only one example of this Af­
ter 50 years of being the largest 
producer of steel m  the world,
U S Steel has been pushed out of 
first place by Nippon Steel Corp­
oration of Japan

Capital must grow m  order to 
live But there is little room 
to expand One way for the cap­
italists to keep their profit 
margins up is to intensify the 
exploitation of the workers Con­
trary *-o what the capitalists say, 
profits are not a "surcharge" 
added on to the total cost (in­
cluding wages) of production 
Profits are the difference be­
tween the total product of the 
workers and the portion of that" 
product (in the form of wages) 
required to keep the workers a- 
live When the capitalists can­
not expand total production and 
therefore total profits, they can 
only keep their profits growing 
by taking more of the workers' 
share of the product This amounts 
to the capitalists shifting the 
burden of their crisis onto the
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