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SUPPORT THE ERA
Women's complete equality with 

men is their undemanle democrat
ic right under capitalism, as well 
as under socialism and communism
Based on the Marxist-Lemnist pri
nciple of the proletariat being 
the most democratic class, the ML 
OC supports the Eanal Rights Ame
ndment The ERA represents a gen
uine democratic reform for women 
under capitalism, legally giving 
them equal status With men

WHAT DOES THT ERA SAY AND DO7

The ERA is not a democratic 
nght, complete and genuine eq
uality is The ERA is a democra
tic reform Here is what the ERA 
says, and what it can do

Section I Equality of rights 
under the law shall not be de
nied or abridged by the U S
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or by any state on account of 
sex,
Section II The Congress sha
ll have the power to enforce, 
by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of the articles, 
Section III This amendment 
shall take effect two years af
ter the day of ratification

The ERA only affects governme
nt actions and laws It only pr
oclaims equality before the law 

The ERA does not affect hiring, 
promotion, or any other employme

nt practices in the "private sec
tor", that is, m  any non-govem- 
ment jobs

In some states, women do not 
have legal control over their own 
earnings, or husbands have exclu
sive control over ccmmon property, 
or a woman's legal place of resi-

NO PEA GE IN STEEL

dence is that of her husband, ev-l 
en if she lives elsewhere, preve-| 
nting her from voting, running 
for office, going to state scho
ols as a resident, or serving on 
juries in her own area The ERA 
would make all of these illegal 

The ERA is capable of affect
ing discriminatory admissions po-| 
licies by state schools, discrim-| 
matory sentencing of criminals 
on the basis of sex,, although thej 
se have been taken care of, for 
the most part, by the 14th Amend-| 
ment

The ERA would provide a legal 
basis for straggle against restr
ictive "protective” laws, and dis| 
criminatory laws concerning the 
familv and the military

The ERA is a democratic reform, \ 
it provides reforms of the laws 
under capitalism to improve wome-

cont p 3

Lloyd McBride's evident victory 
jin February's election for Inter- 
Inational President of the United 
(Steel Workers of America is being 
(greeted with some relief on the 
Ipart of the steel barons and the 
(capitalist class as a whole Mc- 
IBride offers the capitalists 
"responsible leadership", "neg- 

Iotiation rather than confrontation" 
land industrial stability" in 
|short, class collaboration

CAPITALISTS LOOK TO ENA AS 
"PACIFICATION" MODEL

The attention of the entire 
capitalist class and of the entire 
working-class movement has been 
focused on the McBnde-Sadlcwski 
contest, because the direction 
that the country's third laraest 
union, and the largest indus- _ 
trial union m  the AFL-CIO, 
takes will necessarily have 
a profound effect on the course 
of the class struggle m  the U S 
over the next years Before the 
election, part of the bourgeois 
press was predicting that a vic
torious McBride could "assure 
peace" in steel "until at least 
1980" through his support for the 
Experimental Negotiating Agree
ment The "success" of the ENA in 
steel could set a pattern for at
tempts to tame the working class 
in other industries

While Ed Sadlowski was not 
the "working-class radical" that

the bourgeois press played him 
up to be, a Sadlowski victory 
could at least have called into 
question the continuation of the 
MacDorald/Abel policy of selling 
the steel workers's right to 
strike, and other weapons of the 
class struggle, in return for a 
temporary wage improvement

THE ENA IS AN UNEQUAL "PEACE"

The Sadlowski campaign did not 
pop up out of nowhere, but was 

one reflection of the need and 
demand of steelworkers for more 
dernocracii in The union and more 
maneuverability in relation to the 
capitalists And the two go toget

her with genuine working-class 
democracy m  the USW, the ENA could 
not exist The ENA ties steel
workers to a policy of "indus
trial peace" and under cap
italism any "peace" m  industry is 
bound to be an unequal peace 

V I Lenin, one of the grea
test leaders of the mtemitonal 
working class, pointed out

"For it is the great sig
nificance of all crises 
that they make manifest 
what has been hidden, they 
cast aside all that is empty 
form, superficial and trivial, 
they sweep away the political 
litter and reveal the real 
causes of the class struggle 
that develops m  reality ' 
(Collected Works, Vol 24,p 213)

Sadlowski'g failure to dele*;
The deepening crisis of capita- Atel/McBride bureaucracy is 
lism is revealing the bankruptcy nelther evidence of any "inner 
of the class-collaborationist po- strength" of that bureaucracy, 
licies of the trade union bureau
cracy to ever-wj-der sections of 
the working class The almost 
continuous chain of wildcats 
among the miners of the last 
year is just one of the more 
obvious signs of the rising 
consciousness of workers

nor is it evidence on the "bacx- 
wardness" of steelworkers Rather,l 
Sadlowski's Fight Back Organizati-| 
on is one of those "superficial 
forms" that has been swept aside 
in the real class struggle, be
cause it served only Sadlowski 
and not the working class
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CALHOUNE TRIAL OPENS " \

LATE NEWS Mississippi- 
As UNITE' goes to press, the 
trial of Terry Barr for the 
murder of sixteen year old 
James Edward Calhoune, found 
dead m  the Sunflower River, 
has begun in Indianola Barr, 
white, is pleading not guilty 
by reason of insanity

The jury was selected on the 
first day of the trial, all but 
two Black jurors were excluded 
on the grounds that they could 
not read or write, or were m  
poor health - a frequent means 
to deny poor Blacks and Whites 
their democratic rights in the 
oppressed Black Nation 

To discourage mounting 
attention to the trial, the 
Judge illegally only allowed 
ight observors m  the trial

In addition, all entering were 
frisked, and passes were re
quired Said one witness, "it 
seems that they have every 
Deputy Sheriff m  Mississippi 
here " While the murder of 
Blacks is conitDn m  the Miss
issippi Delta and throughout 
the opressed Black Nation, suchj 
"precuations" m  rural Indian- 
ola are not

These measures were taken to 
try and intimidate over 120 
Blacks who arrived by bus from 
all over the area to lend supp-| 
ort to the Calhoune family 
Unable to enter the trial, they 
sat all day in the corridors 
and on the courthouse steps 
Support for the Calhoune family 
is mounting A full report on 
the trial will appear in the I 
next UNITE'
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STRUGGLE FOR THE MASSES

cont from p 1

A CAMPAIGN OF POLITICANS, NOT 
CLASS STRUGGLE

To some, Sadlcwski may have 
appeared "too radical", but to 
others he revealed himself as 
sinply an opportunist trying to 
ride the wave of rank-and-file 
revolt

He claimed to be a "class
conscious rank-and-file militant", 
but for one who claimed such con
cern for the basic questions fac
ing steelworkers and the whole 
working class, he rather readily 
allowed the reactionary forces to 
turn the campaign into a childish 
spat of "I 'm-more-genuine-than- 
you" declarations, charges, and 
"exposes"

Even U S Steel was forced to 
enter the campaign m  an unprece
dented manner, chiding both candi
dates for the trivial nature of 
their debates, for fear that no 
one was going to carte forward to 
defend the ENA, which the capita
lists are so anxious to make work 
U S S 's intervention came at a 
time when Sadlcwski's offensive 
was peaking within the union, and 
when the steel industry was on the 
defensive for its recent price- 
hikes U S S feared it might 
lose the ENA by default

UNHOLY ALLIANCE OF THE "LEFT"

Sadlcwski's so-called "leftist" 
support was another one of those 
"revelations" brought about by the 
crisis The unity of the "Coimiun- 
lst" Party, USA, the Revolutionary 
"Communist" Party, USA, the Socia

list Ebrkers Party, the dilitante 
"radicals" of the Jane Fonda 
stripe, the "limousine liberals" 
and other assorted revisionists 
(phony "consmmists") and reformists 
in giving their unqualified sup
port to Sadlcwski served to reveal 
the bourgeois ideology they all 
share Even in attacking the ENA, 
they all put forward the lie that 
the right to strike is the "ulti
mate weapon" of workers All work
ing-class experience shows that 
the right to strike is mdispen- 
sible, but the strike is only one 
and not always the best, means of 
struggle for the working class

Let workers observe and learn 
from this unholy alliance the 
real aims of revisionism and re
formism safe management of the 
struggles of the workers within 
the framework of continued cap
italist rule

MCBRIDE VICTORY A SETBACK

But let there be no mistake 
McBride's victory is a setback for 
the working class The longer the 
ENA is supported by the leader
ship of the USW, the further such 
programs for"industrial peace" are 
allowed to spread, the harder it 
will be for workers to defend 
their interests in the face of the 
capitalist crisis and the increas
ing fascist assault of the bourge- 
lsie on the democratic rights of 
workers
A Sadlcwski victory would have 
been m  the interests of the work
ers - but only to the extent that 
steelworkers stepped up their pres
sure on Sadlcwski and forced him 
to implement the democratic re
forms within the USW (membership 
vote on contracts, local control 
over grievances, referendum vote 
on the ENA), to that extent would 
steelworkers be better off and 
stronger m  relation to the cap
italists At the same time, 
workers would have an oppor
tunity to see "pure and simple" 
reformism expose itself in 
practice, and m  that way the 
basis for a higher class con
sciousness among workers would 
have been laid

THERE CAN BE NO PEACE

But the continuance of openly 
bureacratic rule within the USW* is 
only a temporary setback McBride 
cannot guarantee class peace for 
the capitalists, the capitalists 
cannot count on the everlasting 
submission of the working class 
to capitalist expolitation under 
the guardianship of trade-union 
bureaucrats The entire course of 
capitalist development, the perma
nent and deepening crisis of world 
capitalism, irreversibly pushes 
the working class into struggle

And as the struggle of the wor
kers gives rise to more and more 
class-conscious workers, organized 
into a truly communist party of 
the working class, and as that 
party earns the confidence of ever 
wider sections of the class, then 
the working class will move step 

by step toward the inevitable 
show dcwn between the classes 
which will end capitalist rule and 
establish the rule of the working 
class, to build socialism and lay 
the basis for classless soceity

WHAT NOW?

Alow that the election is over, 
our tasks are not It is very im
portant to correctly sum up the 
lessons of this election, both 
for the steelworkers and the work
ing class as a whole Only on this 
basis can strategy and tactics 
in steel be determined 
From the outset our task has 

been to develop the consciousness 
and rank and file organization of 
steelworkers This is particularly 
important in the large mills of 
the country7, where the most adv
anced sections of the working class 
are located
The immediate focus of our work 

ahead must be the forthconming 
contract negotiations, to concret- 
eley analyze our just demands and 
launch a battle inside the union 
to gain our economic and political 

demands These must include the 
abolition of the ENA and the Con
sent Decree, rank and file ratif
ication of contracts and other 
demands

In the course of fighting for 
these and other demands, special 
attention must be given to the 
building of multinational unity a

mong steelworkers, and wn.th the 
working class as a whole Steel
workers must actively support the 

repeal of the Bird Amendment, and 
other steps to support the strugg
le of workers and oppressed people 
all over the world

Soon, I W Able, who has sold 
out the interest of steelworkers 
for over a decade will be retiring 
At this time we must thoroughly 
expose the class collaborationist 

policy of Able and the TU 
bureaucrats as a whole 
TO carry on active agitation 

and propaganda in steel requires 
organization on many levels 
Our task is to intensify the 

development of factory nuclei, 
and fractions m  the heart of the 
large mills and shops Local 
union meetings must increasingly 
become an arena to expose and 
kick out the labor aristocrats 
and bureaucrats from our union

With the formation of a vanguard 
communist party in the near 
future, the working class as a 
whole, and steel workers in part
icular, will have a concrete prog
ram of struggle as a guide to 
action against the steel barrons, 
and their social props, the trade 
union bureaucrats and labor arist
ocracy This program must be 
translated into a particular 
program of struggle m  steel 
These last few months have pro

vided many lessons to steel workers 
and the working class as a whole 
Both those that uncritically sup
ported Sadlcwski, and those that 
ignored the workers altogether by 
boycotting the election, are be
ing exposed These are important 
steps m  our protracted struggle 
to gain control of the trade unions 
and turn them into revolutionary 
fighting organizations against 
the capitalist class as a whole
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