10

CALL FOR JOINT WORK O

What most stands between the liberation of
the millions of working and exploited people
1n this country and the continued rule of the
old bourgeois dictatorship 1is the absence of
a vanguard communist party of a new type to
lead the working class and 1ts allies 1in pro-
letarian revolution and the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat

The focus of our central task of party buil-
ding must be directed toward the development
of a draft party program A draft party pro-
gram will be decisive 1n our ability to unite
Marxist-Leninists 1nto a single core, and win
the most advanced workers to the side of com-
munism The party program, as a declaration
of war against the bourgeoisie, will call for-
ward the best sons and daughters of the work-
1ng class and other progressive strata to the
cause of proletarian revolution and the dicta-
torship of the proletariat It it the party
program which represents the highest express-
1on of the 1ideological and political line of
the party The party program states the basic
views of the party, the aim of the party, sets
forward 1ts practical demands, and dispels 11-
lusions generated by the bourgeoisie regarding
the communist party

For these reasons, the party program 1is a
matter of urgent necessity What follows 1s a
series of first notes toward the development
of a draft party program In future issues of
UNITE' we will be discussing various aspects
of the work in progress of drafting a party
program We 1ssue this call for joint theore-
tical and political work on the party program,
reocognizing that the program must reflect the
soundest Marxist-Leninist theory and the deep-
est possible ties with the masses, and, there-
fore, must be a collective effort of all gen-
wne Marxist-Leninists and advanced workers

I. THE PROLETARIAN PARTY AND THE
PARTY PROGRAM

Since the liquidation of the communist par-
ty of the U S as a party of the working class
and 1ts degeneration as a party of monopoly
capitalism i1n 1944, there have been many at-
tempts to reconstitute a genuine communist par-
ty, and all have failed to meet the objective
requirements of the class struggle The Pro-
gressive Labor Party, the Communist Labor Par-
ty, the Revolutionary Communist Party have
each failed to learn the lessons from the re-
visionist course of the CPUSA, and have wound
up following the same path

In the last several years there has been a
great development of Marxism-Leninism and of
the spontaneous workers' movement Yet the
fusion between them remains at a low level
Their separation breeds shortcomings for both
As Joseph Stalin stated in BRIEFLY ABOUT THE
DISAGREEMENTS IN THE PARTY,

"Serentific socralism without the work-

wng class movement 1s an empty phrase

that can always be easily thrown to

the winds

On the other hand, the working class

movement without socialism i1s aimless

trade unionist wandering, which some

tiume or other will, of course, lead to

the soctal revolution, but at the cost

of long pain and suffering " (Stalin,

WORKS, vol 1, p 117)

The forging of a vanguard communist party 1is

task, communists must actively offer the mass-
es a program for proletarian revolution This
program will serve to unite the foremost repre-
sentatives of the working class and organize
them into a disciplined core, transforming the
spontaneous struggle of the masses aimed again-
st only particular manifestations of bourgeois
rule, into a struggle aimed directly at the en-
tire capitalist class and the state apparatus
which supports the capitalist class

Just as an army needs 1its general staff, so
does the working class need 1ts vanguard par-
ty In the same sense that the army needs 1its
battle plan of action, so does the vanguard
party need 1ts party program

Marxist-Leninist agitation and propaganda
has brought forward an increasing number of ad-
vanced class conscious workers, advanced ele-
ments from the national liberation struggle,
and revolutionary intellectuals Significant
progress has been made i1n the communist move-
ment 1n breaking with i1deological tendencies
alien to the working class, such as modern re-
visionism, trotskyism and anarchism We have
long ago passed by the period when work can
professionally be carried on by small circles,
or even organizations which work in just a few
large cities

Genuine 1deological unity of the advanced
representatives of the working class will not
be consolidated through pure "ideological
struggle"  Ideological unity will be consoli-
dated through a party program At the same
time, 1t 1s the party program which is the
highest expression of political line of the
proletariat ;

That 1s why the demand for a party program
grows directly out of the needs of the move-
ment 1tself, and why a draft party program is
absolutely required as the basis to call a
party congress and reconstltute a party of a
new type

While the MIOC pointed out in our early
documents the necessity for a party program
as the basis to significantly advance the
tasks of uniting Marxist-Leninists and winning
the advanced to communism, 1t has not been un-
ta1l recently that we have been in a position
to take up this work actively The development
of partial program statements on questions
such as party building, the Black national
question, the international situation, the wo—
man question and others are no substitute for
a party program, but are the first steps in
that direction The extent to which these
partial statements can be transformed into a
comprehensive statement on the views, aims and
demands of the working class 1in 1ts struggle
for the dictatorship of the proletariat, will
determine the pace of our work in uniting Marx=
1st-Leninists and winning the advanced Joimt -

theoretical and political work on the party pwo~ of the

- tion of the basic theory of Marxism applied to

letariat It seeks to apply the universsl .
principles of Marxism-Leninisp-Mat Toetung
Thought to the concrete conditions of thas '
country It provides an independent ela.bora-

this country -
There are numerous components of a party
program But, 1in general they must include

(1) A formulation of the basic views of
the party, the basic tenets or principles
which explains the role and position of the
working class in society and the signifi-
cance of the struggle between labor and
capital

Y- WY1 n.ns—cma/c»mi&ﬁi

(2) The aim of the party in relation to
other political trends must be establlshad,
pointing out that this is the only gwm:tm
party of the working class, and sxplaining -
the attitude of the party toward m
classes 1n society

Sonlrita bt

(3) The party program must MWW the
practical demagds of the working class,
Iinking all partial and fragmentary demands
to the general Ilewwel of the demand for sou-
1alist revolution amd the estabiishment of
the dictatorship &f the proletariat. Thes
demands must includg nabion wids reforms,
the demands and progyam of the working i':}wsj
and the just demands ¢f wthér progressive
strata which the working class would defesd. i
Isolated demands must be raised to the shawe
tus of agitation for the program of prolem*ﬁ
tarian revolution 4

o

e
(4) The program must as well dispel all 3
misunderstandings and misconceptions which
are the result of bourgeois 1deological pene t
tration of the working class 1

These are the major components of the party
program The most important part of the party
program 1s an explanation of the activity of I
the Party in defending the interests of the
working class, the activity of all class con-
scious workers

The draffang of such a party program which
really applags %6 the oconcrete conditions of
this couniry must state direckly that. the party @
will 1n every way possible directly asmist the .
worklng nmasses in thear mm:gg}&
tion through.the developement of the mﬂws
class copscioustess, the development, Qf ﬁm
party organization 1tself, and *:hz;wg?t
ting e weal adms of the 3

Puk $n its wost concise fashion, +he Bistory -
of MW{%} summed up that

spogram of a workers' party 1s a
: Wf?saienttfzcally formulated statement
aawms and obgectives of the struggle

\-:

gram means that the theoretical work 1s takem . » suf the working class  The program defines
up 1n order to carry forward our pollumi . W the ultimate goal of the revolutionary

tasks 1n the trade unions, 1in the natm,”“

Q"w

movements, against the two superpowem, ém, 7

Those that have suggested that a piirty mxgm%s;, :
let alone a party can be called without.a deatt :

g
m

party program, undermine any genuimw
unity of will or unity of action of:: _
tariat '%@.r‘, ¥

II. THE NATURE OF THE PARTY PROGRAM

The aim of the party program is to define

the biggest step 1n the fusing of the communist the real aims of the working class movement in

and workers' movements To carry out this

1ts struggle for the dictatorship of the pro-

QXWement of the proletariat and the demands
ﬁar which the party fights while on the
way to the achievement of the ultimate
+ goal " (HISTORY OF THE CPSU(B), p 38)

ITI. WHAT THE PARTY PROGRAM MUST
NOT DO

While Lenin 1s careful to stipulate exactly
what will be contained in the party program, he
also takes care to guide us in what a party
program must not be In particular, Engels
(1n On the Erfurt Program) and Lenin on numer-
ous occasions, 1ndicate that the party program
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VI. A PLAN FOR DRAFTING THE
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the autocracy 18 impossible without com-
plete unity, the more obvious becomes the Party building 1s a question of
necessity for a centralised orgarisation communist and workers' movements 1
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for unity and the more firmly we are con-
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the autocracy 1s tmpossible without com-

plete unity, the more obvious becomes the Party building 1s a question of fusing the
necessity for a centralised organisation communist and workers' movements in the course

of breaking i1deologically, politically and or-
ganizationally with opportunism, particularly
modern revisionism In order to unite Marx-
ist-Leninists and win the advanced to communism,
joint theoretical and political work must be
carried out in order to carefully and patient-
ly establish sound unity and tested leadership
On the questions of the nature of the party,
the Black national question, the international
situation and the trade union question a clear
and definite political statement must be devel-
oped, tested in practice and developed to a
higher level Other questions, such as the
woman question, the nature of the general
crisis and the Chicano national question re-
quire immediate theoretical attention

Joint theoretical and political work on
these questions 1s the basis for the drafting
of a party program With the development of
genuine unity and genuine leadership in out
movement on a national basis that has heen test-
ed 1n the crucible of class struggle, a center
will emerge, united around a draft party pro-
gram and 1ssue a call for a party congress

While considerable work remains to be
achieved i1n the elaboration and testing of a
correct political line, work on a draft party
program must be taken up as the focus of all
other work of party building For example,
our work in the trade unions 1s taken up with
the focus of developing a party program, in the
course of leading the spontaneous struggle of
the masses and providing 1t with a conscious
character

In the following issues of UNITE' the MLOC
will 1ssue a definite plan and agenda of work
required to draft a party program The MLOC
calls upon all genuine Marxist-Leninists and
militant workers to take up the joint theore-
tical and political work to draft a party pro-
grame This program must be the result of the
labor of the best sons and daughters of the
working class, must reflect the most advanced
theory and the deepest possible ties with the
masses It 1s not something to be glued to-
gether i1n a back room, or worked out after the
party congress The unity of will and unity
of action of the proletariat, the formation
of the party of a new type depends upon the
clarity of vision and basic foundation estab-
lished in the party program

In addition to developing an agenda for joint
theoretical and political work, the center pages
of UNITE' will 1in the following issues regular-
ly carry on a discussion of the various aspects
of work in drafting a party program We will
reprint important programs of numerous Marx-
1st-Leninist parties around the world, will
discuss various aspects of the draft program
1tself, will attempt to sum up the negative
lessons to be learned from the programs of the
PLP, CLP and RCP, and develop study guide mater-
1al to assist other comrades 1n carrying out
the vaital task of party building and drafting
the party program

In turn, the MIOC calls upon all friends and
comrades, as well as other Marxist-Ieninist or-
ganmizations, to help generate a party program,
to raise discussion of the issues involved, to
offer criticism of material we present The
task of drafting a party program, as forging
the party itself, requires honest, solid work
As has the Communist Party of China, we call
upon comrades to

"dedicate their lives to the struggle
for communism, must be resolute, fear
no sacrifice and surmount every diffi-
culty to win vietory' (CONSTITUTION OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CHINA, 10th PARTY
CONGRESS, p 64)





