Denver, Colo.-A forum on
Chicano liberation on August 28
celebrated the sixth anniversary of
the Chicano Moratorium, the he-
roic rebellion of the Chicano peo-
ple against imperialist aggression
in Indochina.

Sally Miranda, a member of the
October League, gave a speech
which traced the history of the
Chicano people and their develop-
ment as a national minority in the
U.S. “It is necessary,” she explain-
ed, “to examine the history of
Mexico to understand how the
Chicano people developed.” In the
period of the rise of capitalism
and the resulting rise of nations
all over the world, the Indian,
Spanish, and Mestizo people de-
veloped into the Mexican nation.
During a long historical period of
more than 350 years, they devel-
oped a common language, econo-
mic life and culture within the
boundaries of a common terri-
tory—in short, all the scientific
criteria of a nation.

Miranda explained how the an-
nexation of northern Mexico in
the Mexican War and, later, the
dispersal of millions of Mexican
immigrants throughout the ex-
panded territory of the U.S. re-
sulted in the development of the
Mexican-American or Chicano na-
tional minority.
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al Chicano Commission, Yolanda
Birdwell, presented the OL’s pro-
gram for Chicanoliberation. Point-

ing out the long history of the

struggle against imperialism, she
explained that only by getting rid
of the system which creates nation-
al oppression can the Chicano peo-
ple win full democratic rights.
These democratic rights include
the right to set up autonomous
regions in the main areas of Chi-
cano concentration.

Birdwell warned of the great
danger which the revisionist

CPUSA presents to the Chicano -

people’s struggle because of their
view that Chicano liberation can
be achieved under capitalism.

Birdwell also stressed the con-
nection between the Chicano peo-
ple’s struggle and the struggle for
socialism. She said that revolu-
tionaries must join and win the
leadership of the powerful move-
ment of Chicanos for democratic
rights and be the hardest fighters
against every example of national
oppression. But she also explained
that the history of the struggle has
shown that democratic reforms
under capitalism, however import-
ant, are always only partial and
teraporary. “Regional autonomy
and every other democratic right
cannot be totally implemented
until the working class is in
power,” she said.



