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Multi-national unity is key in struggles like the Free Gary Tyler movement.
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BALLAD OF GARY TYLER

By the Call Singers.
Sung to the tune of “Hurricane Carter.”

Gary Tyler and his friends rode a bus to school one day
They faced the stones of a racist mob

A shot rang out and a white boy fell dead

The Black kids knew there’d be hell to pay

Here comes the story of oppression

Not just of one man but a whole nation
The Black nation must be free

Labor in a white skin never can be free
When labor in a Black skin wears a brand

That week the cops had never shown their face

While the Klan ranted and the hate grew thick

When that boy was shot, the cops were all around

For two hours straight they made the Blacks kneel on the ground

Gary is a young man who hates tyranny

A Black who thinks Black people need equality

He spoke up when a cop put a gun to his friend’s head
Now that’s the kind of man the ruling class wants dead

They charged Gary Tyler with murder first degree

The crime was seeking freedom in the “Land of the Free”
The all-white jury didn’t take long to decide

In just two hours came the verdict: “He must die.”

Now Gary Tyler’s supposed to get the chair
The judge has said “His trial was fair.”
People everywhere know that’s a lie

We’ll never let young Gary die!

Now Gary’s story is not the only one

Many more will suffer before the struggle’s done
But now the working people are taking up the call
And the revolution’s coming that will free us all

Here comes the story of resistance

Not just of one man but a whole nation
The workers’ struggle will unite

With the Black struggle in one mighty fight
And end in victory!
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Iintroduction

Gary Tyler, an 18-year-old Black youth, celebrated his birthday this year
on Death Row in Louisiana’s Angola prison. It is only a growing mass
movement that today separates Gary Tyler from the electric chair to which
he was sentenced by an all-white jury. In a letter from prison, Tyler asks,
“Will | become another statistic?”

“Free Gary Tyler!” has become a rallying cry across the country and
world and an expression of resistance to imperialism’s vicious system of na-
tional oppression against the Afro-American people.

On July 24, 1976, over 2,000 people of all nationalities marched through
the streets of New Orleans demanding Tyler’s release. In addition, they called
for “Death to the Klan,” “Stop Segregation,” “‘Jobs or Income Now" and
"Self-Determination for the Black Nation!”

Taking place in the small Louisiana town of Destrehan, a former
plantation manor, the struggle to free Tyler has been a school for war.
Thousands are learning about the root causes of discrimination and are
coming to see the final road for liberation of Black people as well as the
entire working class,

Speaking to those gathered in New Orleans, Mrs. Juanita Tyler, Gary's
mother, pointed out that her son’s case was not unique. “Your son could be
the next one, if we don't unite and fight back!"”

What is becoming clear to many is that Gary Tyler’s frame-up is not a “‘dis-
tortion" of justice but the reality of American justice and democracy. The seg-
regation of the schools, which has touched off massive struggles in cities from
Boston to Pasadena, is also not an accident. These present-day battles are
but a continuation of the rebellion of the first slaves against their master’s
lash.

The U.S. is actually a prison house of nations. As the late Mao Tsetung,
leader of the Chinese people, put it, “U.S. imperialism arose and throve with
the enslavement of Negroes and the trade in Negroes, and it will surely come
to its end with the complete emancipation of the black people.” (“Statement
Supporting the Afro-Americans in Their Just Struggle Against Racial Discrim-
ination by U.S. imperialism,” 1963).

Within this country’s boundaries, some 25 million Black peopie, over 17
million Puerto Ricans, Chicanos and Latinos, as well as several million Asian
and Native American people suffer the most brutal discrimination and denial
of basic rights.

Imperialism is a system based upon the exploitation of the working class
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by a small handful of big corporation owners and bankers who exercise a
dictatorship in order to maintain their profits.

At the very basis of imperialism’s existence lies its plunder and subjugation
of whole nations, dividing the world into oppressor and oppressed nations.
The destiny of the Afro-American and other minority people here in the U.S.
is closely bound up with the heroic struggles of the third world people in
Asia, Africa and Latin America who are fighting imperialism.

Today the two biggest imperialist powers, the U.S. and the Soviet Union,
have emerged as the biggest international exploiters of workers, peoples and
nations. In their drive to conquer new territories or hold on to existing areas,
they are rapidly bringing on a new world war.

But, as symbolized by the valiant fighters in Soweto, Azania {South Africa),
the imperialist system is really doomed to extinction. The struggle of the
workers and oppressed nationalities in the U.S. is one part of a mighty tor-
rent which is bound to get rid of imperialism and its crimes once and for all.

Within the ranks of the Gary Tyler struggle there have been some traitors
such as the sell-out Communist Party and various Trotskyites. These traitors
have tried to prevent us from targeting the imperialist system as the cause of
national oppression. They have pushed legalism and would have us place faith
in the good will of the courts —— in short, in the system which put Gary
Tyler behind bars to begin with.

We in the October League have fought to build the broadest front
possible to free Brother Tyler from jail. People have joined this battle who
have many different occupations and political viewpoints. It is only by
relying on the people, particularly the workers and oppressed nationalities,
that Gary Tyler can be freed.

For many, this is the first time they have ever met communists or seen
them in action. Others are not yet clear what principles communists uphold.
The October League has produced this pamphlet as one means of answering
some of these questions. We hope it will provide ammunition in the fight to
free Gary Tyler and in the struggle for Afro-American self-determination and
socialism.
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Map shows the South leads in the number of “legal” lynchings.

1. The System of Legal Lynching

The system of lynch terror in the United States, particularly in the Deep
South, is not confined to night-rider vigilantes of the Ku Klux Klan, although
such lynchings are not uncommon occurrences even today. ‘‘Legal” lynch-
ings, as with Gary Tyler, are also utilized by those in power. The imperialists
enforce the subjugation of the Afro-American people through state power.
They have at their disposal the police, National Guard and U.S. Army, as well
as the courts and legal system.

Through its myth of democracy or through fascist terror, the state main-
tains the dictatorship of the huge monopoly corporations, banks and the
modern-day plantation owners in the “New South’ and the country as a
whole.

In 1974, Gary Tyler was 16. He was a student at the high school in
Destrehan, a small town about 40 miles north of New Orleans. Only a few
years before, there had been two separate school systems there, one for
whites and one for Blacks. In the first days of October 1974 fighting had oc-
curred between white and Black students. On October 7, Gary Tyler and
other Black students were loaded on a bus for the trip home from school. A
racist mob attacked the bus. Several Black students reported seeing guns
among the adults in the mob. A shot rang out. Fourteen-year-old Timothy
Weber, a white student, was dead.

None of the members of the mob was searched, arrested or even
questioned. A Black victim was in order. Tyler, who had protested against
police abuse during the search of the Black students, was arrested. It was only
later that night that his charge was changed from “interfering with the law”
to first degree murder. :

No gun was fornd when the bus was thoroughly searched on the school
grounds. Only later was one “found” while the bus was parked at the police
station. The driver of the school bus, a 20-year Army veteran, stated that a
.45 calibre weapon could not have been fired from inside theschoolbus
without his having heard it The autopsy report on Weber provided no
evidence of the calibre of the bullet or the angle at which it entered.

That night at the St. Charles Parish (county) courthouse, other things were
also happening. A frame-up case against Tyler was being built by both the po-
lice and state prosecutors. The Black students were each questioned separ-
ately. Natalie Blanks was threatened with being sent to prison for 99 years
unless she signed a paper saying that she saw Tyler fire the gun. She was also
told by Prosecutor Hymel that her young baby would be taken away from
her for good. Loretta Thomas, another Black student, received similar threats.

In the days that followed the shooting, David Duke of the Ku Klux Klan
flew to Destrehan from Boston, where he had been leading anti-busing
protests. An atmosphere of lynch-terror was whipped up by parish officials
and their press. The Klan proclaimed that it was shutting down the streets of
Destrehan in order to “protect white citizens.” Those whites who were
witnesses to the shooting were undoubtedly intimidated. The message was
clear. From that time on, the verdict against Gary Tyler was already in.

CONSPIRACY TO FRAME TYLER

Sentenced by an all-white jury, without proper legal counsel, Gary Tyler
was sent to death row to be executed on May 5, 1976. His case is currently
on appeal. At the trial, the state’s key witness, Natalie Blanks, answered
questions by reading from a paper taped inside the witness stand by the state
prosecutors. The whole series of events quite clearly proves a well-
thought-out conspiracy to frame Tyler. Two years later, although Natalie
Blanks exposed the prosecutor’s coercion and retracted her original testi-
mony, a motion for a new trial was denied. Judge Ruche Marino, who had
originally heard the case and had himself withheld important evidence from
the jury, stated in April 1976 that there were “no grounds” to grant a new
trial.

Since slavery times, such justice has been practiced by the state in towns
like Destrehan across the Black Belt. Its function is to preserve existing class
relations, first of slave to master, then of sharecropper to landlord, now also
of worker to boss. Sometimes state power is used to make an example out of
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a single Black victim, like Gary Tyler. Sometimes state power is used to break
a strike or run a union organizer out of town. When necessary, its full wrath is
unleashed upon the entire Black community as it was during the civil rights
protests. Everyday harassment and oppression by the state is the rule, As
often as possible, the stamp of legal justice is put on such activities by the
courts, as with Gary Tyler’s case.

The situation facing Gary Tyler is far from being a miscarriage of justice or
an exception. It is imperialist democracy in action. And what is true in
Destrehan is true in Baton Rouge and Washington, D.C. Although the Ameri-
can people have a choice every four years of electing one or another repre-
sentative of the rich, democracy is enjoyed only by a handful in the ruling fi-
nancial circles of this country. For the majority, the ruling class practices a
ruthless dictatorship. It is this which preserves wage-slavery and exploitation
of the working class. And it is this same dictatorship that enslaves a whole na-
tion of Black people within the borders of the world’s foremost bourgeois
democracy.

LEGAL SYSTEM TOOL OF CLASS RULE

The sell-out Communist Party, various politicians and labor bureaucrats,
all advocate that oppressed people should seek changes through the American
“constitutional” channels. These mis-leaders purposely cover up the fact that
the U.S. Constitution and the many volumes of laws in this country were
written expressly to maintain the status quo. It is a system of laws under
which an unemployed worker can be put away for years because he steals a
loaf of bread to feed his hungry family — but where it is perfectly legal to
exploit and rob millions from the labor of working people. It is a system of
laws where the mere accusation of rape by a Black man of a white woman
can bring the death sentence and where it is perfectly legal for the U.S. gov-
ernment to kill millions in Vietnam.

The laws and legal institutions of this country, tools of the class in power,
-have always been used to maintain the oppression of the Afro-American peo-
ple as well as other minorities and working people. The slave trade, a multi-
million dollar business at the time of the American Revolution, was perfect-
ly legal. The U.S. Constitution, which supposedly promised equality of rights,
did not apply to one-fifth of the nation’s population. In fact, a southern
planter could exercise one vote for every three-fifths of a Black slave he
owned. Each southern state had its own laws which bound a slave to his mas-
ter. There was no law against the rape of a Black woman by a white man!

Later, after slavery was formally abolished, a Black man who was found
away. from “his plantation” could be put in jail under “vagrancy’’ laws. If a
sharecroppér didn’t fulfill his debt to the landlord, the county sheriff could
always find some law t6 have him sentenced to the chain gang. Louisiana’s
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Angola Prison, for nearly a hundred years, was a great source of cheap,
mostly Black labor as a sugar plantation itself.

For those who believe that things have changed or that justice in this
country is impartial, we should briefly look at the facts. Out of a total of
3,859 people executed since 1930 —— 2,066 were Black, Although most
rapes are committed by whites, 405 of the 455 persons put to death for rape

have been Black. Most of those who received the death penalty were in the
South.

The current laws and legal system have really changed little since the days
of slavery, nor could they. It is this imperialist legal system which changed
Gary Tyler from a student in Destrehan to a prisoner in Angola Prison. To
put our hope for his freedom in such a court system would be like signing
his death warrant.

"

Prisoners pick cotton on a prison-plantation, source of cheap labor,



2. Black Education: Shadow of the Plantation

“Now look at the situation in Boston. Every day Black children
are attacked in some form as they ride school buses and their lives
are in constant danger...I had a right to the education | was trying
to obtain, and no one had the right to stop me from trying to
receive that education...”” Gary Tyler

It has been nearly twenty years since the first handful of Black students
courageously walked up the steps of Central High School in Little Rock,
Arkansas, This drama brought to public attention the existence of separate or
segregated school systems in the South. Several years before, the U.S.
Supreme Court had ruled that ‘‘separate could not be equal.” Some
reformist-minded leaders of the civil rights movement, placing their faith in
such decisions, heralded a new era for Afro-Americans. A few leaders even
raised the slogan “Free by ‘631"

Recently, President Ford made clear his intention to stop the process of
school integration through either a court case or legislation. The U.S.
government has admitted that segregation has actually increased in recent
years, The few meager gains made by the civil rights movement of the 1960s
are now under sharp attack. Education received by the Black population,
particularly in the South, remains inferior. The illiteracy rate among Black
people is three times higher than that among whites.

The lesson to be learned is that the quality and type of education afforded
the poor, working and minority peoples under this system is completely
bound up with the interests of the rich —— and on what type of labor force
they need at any particular time.

CRIME FOR SLAVES TO READ

It should not be surprising to see that the shadow of the plantation hangs
over the schools of this country. Over 113 vyears ago, Louisiana law
prohibited slaves from reading, writing or receiving any education. It was a
crime punishable by death. Plantation masters presumed that a slave who
could read and write would be even more rebellious than his fellow
bondsmen. Slaves might read newspapers and learn of such events as the
revolution in Haiti or of other uprisings. Through a newspaper, the slaves
might learn who was getting ready to be sold and thus run away on the
underground railroad. All of this struck terror into the hearts of the
slaveocracy, whose wealth was dependent upon Black slave labor,

With the defeat of the slave owners in the Civil War, new Reconstruction
governments were set up throughout the South, including Louisiana. These
governments, made up of newly emancipated slaves, former freedmen and
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poor whites, began a system of free, public education for the first time in
the South. This free education not only included Black people but the mass
of poor whites who had previously been excluded from education due to its
expense.

But the slave owners were not reconciled to their defeat and these schools
were under constant attack by reactionaries. In Louisiana, schools were often
burned to the ground, teachers lynched or run out of the state.

In 1877, a new alliance was cemented between the northern imperialist
financial interests and the southern planter class, culminating in a reign of
KKK terror, the disbanding of the Union Leagues (a form of people's
militias), and the withdrawal of federal troops from the South.

Money for education in Louisiana was severely cut back, The average
length of the common school term fell off about 20%. The amount of money
spent per pupil in 1890 in Louisiana fell off by 59% of what it had been. In
1880, money spent per pupil was only 44% of the national average. A
Louisiana newspaper, 13 years after Reconstruction, complained that ““there
is an illiterate majority today, whereas there was none in 1880, that this
illiteracy prevails not among Negroes alone, but among the whites as well.”

Black children are still forced to go to segregated schools like the one above.
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Southern Congressmen in Washington, toward the end of the century,
voted against a bill which would have allotted the South special money to
combat illiteracy. One observer commented that he couldn't “help from
suspecting that race-prejudice at the South and a fear that education of the
negroes would make them less easily manipulated in elections had more
influence in the adverse action than any constitutional scruples.”

The betrayal of Reconstruction by the imperialists left the former Black
majority plantation areas changed only in form from the days of chattel
slavery. Sharecropping and other forms of peonage became the dominant
relations in agriculture, and Black people were tied to the land by law, terror
and debt.

Another tool with which to maintain segregation and the plantation
system was the denial of education. One southern state after another adopted
“Jim Crow" laws setting up separate schools even in the smallest towns. Here
Black schools received sometimes half the amount of money as white schools
and Black teachers’ salaries were also much lower.

In St. Charles Parish, no high school facility was available to Black
students until 1948. The total spent by all the Black southern colleges in the
1930s was less than the budget for Harvard University alone, an institution
run for the sons of the imperialists.

BLACK SHARECROPPERS DISCOURAGED

Black sharecroppers were discouraged from school attendance by their
landlords, as most reasoned that a field laborer who could read or write
would be more likely to challenge the debts or “figurings” at the end of the
year. Under the constant burden of debt, the field worker often had no
money for shoes or decent clothes when it came time for school to open.
Until the later 1960s, school terms in many Deep South states were
considerably shorter for Blacks than the school terms for whites. The school
year largely revolved around the cotton or other crops, openly encouraging
child labor in the fields.

As one Black woman in Louisiana’s cane country put it, ““School teacher:
put me in the fields when | was 16. She stopped me in the second grade...|
don't learn no reading. | can count but it may be right and it may be wrong.”

Now industry is playing a more and more important role in Louisiana’s
economy —— but the ruling class has not lost its need for a cheap labor force,
While , factory work sometimes requires the rudiments of an education,
Louisiana benefits from the large pool of Black and white unemployed and
low-wage agricultural workers. Black youths like Gary Tyler face an
unemployment rate close to 50% - 60%. These facts certainly show why there
is such resistance by the imperialists to changes in education.

The struggle for a right to decent education by Black people has always
been linked to rights in ev!{y field and ultimately to the question of political

10

power. Real integration of the schools, just as every aspect of social life, can
take place fully only on the basis of democracy and equality between nations.

Today, most of Louisiana’s Black students do not attend integrated
schools. In places where integration has taken place, Black students have
faced discriminatory suspensions and the dismissal of Black teachers and
staff, Even certain concessions won in the last decade, such as Black studies
programs and special grants for minority and poor students, are under
mounting attack by the ruling class and appear to be short-lived gains.

With this background, the incident at Destrehan High School in October
1974 comes into focus. It is bound up not only with the battles going on
against segregation from Boston to Louisville but also with the struggle for
complete emancipation of the Afro-American people and all workers.

3. A Look Into the New South

The necessity for poor education and tight political control by the ruling
class in towns like Destrehan becomes even clearer when we look at who
controls the economy of Louisiana, which is typical of most Deep South
states,

Lynchings, whether carried out by men in white robes of the KKK or in
black robes of judges like Ruche Marino, are but one means of preserving the
billions in profits which roll in every year from the continued national
oppression of Black people there. It is no accident that the South also
maintains the worst conditions for labor —— of every nationality — of any
place in the country.

“We feel Louisiana is a good place to consider for your next plant
location,” says Governor Edwin Edwards of Louisiana. “Beyond statistics is
an important intangible: the attitude of the people and the government of
Louisiana. And I think that this, too, will impress you."”

Obviously, the financial oligarchy of the country agrees, as Louisiana ranks
among the top 15 states in capital expansion over the last 20 years. One hun-
dred and fifty of the largest 500 monopoly corporations in the U.S. have oper-
ations in Louisiana. This includes the Exxon plant, which is one of the
world’s four largest oil refineries. During the last two decades more than
$10 billion has been invested in manufacturing in the state by the big
imperialists,

“Basically, Louisiana has a favorable business climate —— we call it the
‘Right-To-Profit’ attitude,” says the Louisiana Department of Industry and
Commerce. The “intangible’” advantages, of which Gov. Edwards spoke, are
actually very real.

The ruling class “legal system’ is used to promote and protect the huge
corporate fortunes of the capitalist parasites. The state brags that only 9% of
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its revenues come from industry, meaning that the working people there are
soaked for millions. Federal income taxes are deductible from state taxes.
There is no state property tax and local parish taxes can be waived for up to
ten years — for manufacturing plants,

Huge federal subsidies also supplement these enormous profits made by
the oil barons, the shipping magnates as well as the state’s plantation owners.

But local ruling circles are quick to point out that Louisiana's greatest
natural resource is its labor force, It is this nearly million and a half workers
who, with their daily sweat and blood, produce immense wealth for a few.
The median family income in Loujsiana is $8,854 for whites and $4,002 for
Black families. The state ranks below 26 others in wages.

Louisiana’s modern slave-drivers boast that the state’s workers are nearly
30% "“more productive” than the U.S. average and have a work-stoppage
(strike) rate which is 40% below that of the national. State officials are quick
to point to the large “trainable” workforce, meaning the large pool of people
being run off the land and those unemployed in the big cities like New Orleans.

‘RIGHT-TO-WORK’ LAW PASSED

The Avondale shipyard is the largest non-union shipbuilding cnterprise in
the country, employing over 10,000 workers under bad conditions, Although
once a stronghold for organized labor before the turn of the century, New
Orleans businessmen are happy that the city’s union membership now runs
only about 20%.,

In order to remain competitive with other southern states, Louisiana
recently passed a new “Right-to-Work’" law, which outlaws union shops. Its
passage followed an expensive press and TV campaign by rich Louisiana
businessmen which predicted “doom’” for the state’s economy and a loss of
jobs if the bill was not passed. Many workers there have correctly dubbed it
as the "“Right-to-be-a-Slave” Law.

Politicans and those in the government bureaucracy have kept their word
when they promised that *“for many years we have been refining our laws in
order to make Louisiana more attractive to industry."”

Billions in profits are also preserved for the capitalists by the labor aristo-
cracy. Posing as a “friend of labor,” these misleaders act as agents for the cap-
italists inside the workers” movement.

These labor bureaucrats have done their best to keep the South as a
“right-to-profit” region without unions, They have often written southern
wage differentials into union contracts. They have worked hand in glove
with the big corporations to sow white chauvinism and preserve discrimina-
tion against the minorities.

In Louisville, Kentucky, these class collaborators have formed a group
called “United Labor Against Busing,” which includes many top local union
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officials. This group has opposed the right of Black school children to attend
the white schools and has led several mob attacks on Black residents of the
city. These same bureaucrats are conspicuously missing when it comes to
leading demonstrations against the huge lay-offs which hit Louisville!

In New Orleans, the labor chieftains of the International Longshoremen's
Union have preserved Jim Crow segregated locals, which has served to disarm
the dockworkers in the face of the shipping magnates. These racist policies
have meant that New Orleans, which was once a city of great labor solidarity,
has become one of the worst examples for working conditions in the nation.

The working class must throw off such mis-leaders entirely. By taking a
firm stand against discrimination, fighting to build unity among workers of all
nationalities, and by overthrowing the rule of these labor aristocrats, the
workers’ movement will gain the necessary strength to topple this system,

As Gary Tyler pointed out in a letter from death row, “Who are the
perpetrators of racism? [s it the lower class whites? Nolll It is instead the
high class whites who are the main factor... until we finally wake up to this,
we will forever be in conflict with each other.”

Louisiana...the “Right to Profit”State,
and what it offers
your business or industry

Our Work Force, State Government...

Louisiana advertises its “Right-to-Profit’”” advantages for capitalists.
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4. The Plantation System Lives On

While businessmen like to paint a picture of the bustling, up-to-date, urban
“New South,” they are acutely aware of why labor is so cheap and profit
margins so high in the southern states. It would not even be correct to say
that this is a legacy” of the plantation system. The fact is —— the plantation
system in Louisiana is alive and well,

What is also well-known is that this plantation system is completely bound
up with the servitude of Black labor. It was upon this labor — first slave,
then sharecropper, and now mainly wage-labor — that this New South was
built.

While industry is growing in Louisiana, it still accounts for only 13.5% of
the state’s workforce. One-fourth of all manufacturing workers are connected
with agriculture, in food processing or lumber. The main crops are cotton,
soy, rice and sugar cane. St. Charles Parish was built on sugar cane, which is
still its principal crop.

PLANTATION SYSTEM HAS GROWN TODAY

Far from fading out, the plantation system has actually grown and land
has become concentrated in the hands of fewer and fewer big growers. The
number of farms in Louisiana harvesting over 1,000 acres of crops has
quadrupled since 1950 alone. The average farm size in 1930 was 57 acres.
Today it is 231,

The promise to slaves of land and freedom became empty phrases after the
Civil War. Most Black people in Louisiana became sharecroppers or field
laborers.

A few managed to acquire a bit of land. But even this has virtually
vanished under the weight of the expanding plantation economy. For
example, in St. Charles Parish, there were 32 Black land owners with 744
(total) acres of land in 1945, Today, of the 71 farms listed, alf are owned by
whites, St. Charles produced 1,595 acres of sugar cane last year. Large
growers control all of this.

James D. Graugnard, President of Louisiana’s Farm Bureau, Inc., stated
that “Cane workers are not forced to work for a particular grower, nor are
they forced to live in housing provided by him. This is still a free country,
The individual charts his own path, If he cannot feed, clothe, and educate his
family at his present job, there are others in the area...””

But the only freedom enjoyed in Louisiana’s cane plantation areas is the
freedom to exploit. Cane cutters, unlike other farm workers, are chained to
one plantation. They are in constant debt to the owners and barred from
most local manufacturing plants, by agreement between growers and bosses,
Black cane workers in Louisiana make from $3,000 to $3,200 a year. In St.
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Charles Parish, not the worst in the state, 60% of all Black people live below
the federal poverty level.

The stories told by the Black cane-cutters themselves show the continua-
tion of semi- feudal conditions in the Black Belt.

Huet Freeman, a plantation worker from an early age, netted $2,549 in
1973 for a year's work. Freeman put it this way: “We don't want to leave.
We just want to be treated better. The money’s not enough to look forward
to. It's just enough to have the strength to go on the next time.

“The growers say by us not paying rent we're getting a fair and equal
wage. But | don’t think so. After a life-time of work, | don’t see we profit
anything...we don’t even own the house.”

Another Black cane cutter spoke about the struggle against starvation, "
get $1.95-an-hour during grinding (harvesting, ed.) —— that be from Qctober
to January —— and | make out, as far as it goes. But like | say, when the
work’s gone, it's gone and you just don’t get nothing coming in.”” Out of the
cane cutter’s two-week paycheck, the grower deducts for gas and electricity.
Water for the shack which has no indoor plumbing is provided “‘free.”

Thus, the basis for Louisiana’s generally cheap labor is directly traceable to
the continued existence of Black peonage in agriculture. 85% of the country's
most poverty-stricken counties are in the South, where Black people earn
45% of what their counterparts in the North earn.

Oftentimes, those who till the soil cannot even afford food stamps,
because they rarely have enough cash on hand to buy them. Only with the
confiscation of these plantations under socialism can these evils be eliminated
and the people who have labored there for centuries enjoy the wealth they
produce,

S. The Road to Political Power

A few years ago, the liberal business leaders of New Orleans went to great
expense to restore an old monument o white supremacy in the hub of the
city. The statue is a tribute to the attempt of the white slaveowners who tried
to overthrow the Reconstruction government there.,

Why go to the trouble of restoring this particular historic relic? The reason
is relatively simple. Today, this monument stands as a shrine to the modern-
day slave-drivers who hold political power in this country. It is a monument
to imperialist democracy which exercises a dictatorship over the working class,
oppressed nationalities and the more than 20 million Afro-American people.
Itis a statue to remind people “Who runs the show!"

Just as the question of maintaining political power has always been
upper-most in the minds of the rulingclass——so the quest for self-
determination and political power has been a constant theme running
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through the Afro-American people’s struggle for freedom.

In the 1960s a mass rebellion of the Afro-American people spread nation-
wide. Beginning as the civil rights movement against Jim Crow, it later took
on a nationalist character in the Black power movement of the late 1960s.
This Black upsurge struck panic in the ruling class.

The civil rights movement, starting in the mid-1950s, had created turmoil
across the Deep South, from the smallest Black Belt towns to the big planta-
tions and urban ghettoes. Its message of “Freedom Now!” and its demand for
complete equality was heard not only at the lunch counters, bus stations and
schools but extended into every sphere of life.

No sooner would a protest begin than the police or sheriff would be on
hand to protect “law and order"—— “order” being the property of Wool-
worth or Greyhound, and “law”’ being clubs, water hoses, electric cattle
prods, pistols, mass arrests and murder. When necessary, the Klan would be
called to beef up the police force. When demonstrators called the federal gov-
ernment for protection, a note-taking ““observer’* was sent. Later it was re-
vealed that many Klansmen were in fact FBI agents who had prior knowledge
of brutal slayings and took an active part in them.

STIRRED NEW STRUGGLES IN NORTH

The Black uprising in the South stirred new struggles in the North. There,
the shadow of the plantation had followed millions of Black people who had
been forced to migrate from the South’s poverty and Klan terror. Ghetto resi-
dents faced police brutality and severe discrimination. Large-scale rebellions
rocked the entire country.

Although conservative leaders like those in the NAACP called for restraint,
the masses of people from North Carolina to Mississippi quickly rose to de-
fend themselves. Organizations which armed themselves to protect the Black
community, such as Deacons for Defense and Justice in Bougaloosa, Louisi-
ana, eventually spread to 40 cities. The struggle revealed that the legal rights
were meaningless without political power to back them up.

Activists in the thick of battle began asking deep questions, probing for
more far-reaching solutions. Malcolm X concluded, It is the government
itself, the government of America that is responsible for the oppression,
exploitation and degradation of Black people in this country...This govern-
ment has failed the Negro. This so-called democracy has failed the Negro.
And all of these white liberals have definitely failed the Negro.”

In Alabama, Black citizens summed up their experience like this, “The
people of Lowndes County found that its politicans wouldn’t listen to them
when they were acting through a civil rights organization. The people
discovered that unless they had political power, all they could do was ask for
their rights."”
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But what was the road to political power —— how could it be attained? A
great debate arose which continues today. The most far-sighted leaders of the
Black liberation movement called for the complete overthrow of the
imperialist system, which is run by a handful of big corporations and banks.
They called for armed struggle, knowing that the imperialists would never
surrender their wealth without an armed revolution.

The revisionist leaders of the Communist Party opposed such a path. The
CPUSA, along with conservative leaders in some civil rights organizations, said
that armed struggle would only bring about more problems and that what was
needed was a “‘peaceful revolution” through the ballot box. In their 1970
Program, the CPUSA stated that political power could be gained by the
election of Black officials leading to “the completion of the attainment of
bourgeois-democratic rights in the South.” One of the first things the revision-
ists did when they consolidated their rule in the CP was to eliminate the right
of self-determination of the Afro-American nation from their program.

It has now been over ten years since this ’peaceful revolution’ began with
the Voting Rights Act. We should carefully examine the results.

Thousands of Black people have braved all risks, including loss of their
jobs and often times their lives, to register to vote in the Black Belt. Figures
from the Voter Education Project show that there are now 27 times more
Black elected officials in the South than in 1965. Today there are nearly
2,000 such officials. Louisiana leads with 278.

Urban ghettoes remain the same, despite rise in Black elected officials.
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Can it be said that the Afro-American people now enjoy self-determination
and democracy? Are Black people no longer at the mercy of the imperialist
lynchers?

In the Deep South, lies a crescent of continguous territory of Black
concentration, stretching from the eastern shores of Maryland southward
through Georgia and westward to Texas. It was here that the Afro-American
people developed all the characteristics of an oppressed nation. It is also here

that gerrymandered state and county lines, plus the armed power of the state,
have kept Black people from representation and political rights. (See article

reprinted from The Call, ’Eyes Focus on the South.”)
RISE OF BLACK ELECTED OFFICIALS

Fifty-three percent of all Black people still reside in the South, where
there are over 111 counties with a Black majority. The rise of Black elected
officials, boasted about by the liberals, actually accounts for only 2.5% ofall
public officials there.

Most important, these politicians themselves have been forced to admit
that they exercise minimal influence over the course of events and lives of
their constituents. In an address to a gathering of these Black elected officials
in Atlanta, Richard Hatcher, Black mayor of Gary, Indiana, put it this way: “|
may be mayor of Gary, but | cannot, by that token, guarantee that Black
people will share in the unbelievable profits of the U.S. Steel Corporation
which dominates our city’s economic life...right there is the rub.”

What Hatcher failed to mention is that these huge monopolies and banks
are the ones who actually hold power — backed up by the government
apparatus in Washington and the U.S. Army.

A Black student leader from Clark College raised an important dilemma at
this same gathering. “The question, gentlemen, is this: Is this really a "'new’
reconstruction or is this the same o/d reconstruction with the same o/d
ending...My fellow students have their doubts; and | don’t blame them as 1,
too, have my doubts,” The point was a good one. The ballot box
“revolution” has made only slight changes for the Black population and the
reforms won have usually benefited but a few.

The reactionary deal made in 1877 between the newly developed
imperialist class in the North and the plantation owners remains today. It
signified the end of an era when the problems of the Afro-American people
could be resolved within a capitalist framework,

For example, in the years following this alliance, Louisiana disenfranchised
all but 5,000 of the 130,000 Black voters. Power was taken away from the
legislature, which had a number of Blacks, and put in the hands of “police
juries” at the parish level which were appointed from above.
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In its final and reactionary stage, capitalism has no interest in freeing
nations. In fact, since the late 1800s it has embarked on a course of grabbing
colonies around the world, thriving from these super-profits. A.democratic
solution to the Afro-American peoples’ oppression is not possible so long as
this tiny class of rich parasites continues their rule. It must be overthrown.

As the October League pointed out in its pamphlet “The Struggle for
Black Liberation and Socialist Revolution”: “In the face of the stepped-up
imperialist attacks on the Black oppressed nation in the South and Blacks
who are oppressed as national minorities in the northern urban areas, the way
for communists to build proletarian internationalism in the working class is to
fight for the right of self-determination.”

6. How Can Working Class Unity Be Built?

Across the South, the upsurge of the Black liberation struggle has left a
deep imprint on the whole workers’ movement.

A series of 36 wildcat strikes shook Atlanta’s ruling circles in 1972. Led by
Black workers, strikes like the one at Mead Corporation combined demands
for better working conditions with the fight against racial discrimination.

The first real breakthrough in the organization of southern textile workers
was made in the small Black Belt town of Andrews, S. Carolina. There, the
lessons of the civil rights movement, of mass demonstrations and 3 fight
against the city’s power structure, were brought to the Oneita strike and
grasped by both Black and white workers.

These battles prove what strength and power is to be had when the
workers’ movement and the Black liberation struggles are linked together.

Today, many have become aware of the reason why the South is the
nation’s haven for runaway shops. Politically, the same machinery used to
deprive Black people of even their most elementary democratic rights is also
brought to bear against unionization and the workers’ movement. The same
year that Gary Tyler was framed, striking American Cyanamid workers in St,
Charles Parish were locked out, and the plant is now working a scab crew.

The inevitable by-product of imperialism’s enslavement of the Black
nation has been the lowering of conditions for the entire laboring population
there. Southern white workers on the whole earn $3,000 less than those in
the North, The ability of shops to run away acts as a huge depressing factor
on wages and working conditions throughout the country.

That is why the oppression of the Afro-American, Chicano, Puerto Rican,
Asian and Native American peoples is not only a battle for these oppressed
people but is also of greatest concern to the whole working class.

“Labor with a white skin cannot free itself where labor with a black skin is
branded.” This famous guote by Karl Marx, founder of scientific socialism,
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could not be more true today.

In its fight to overthrow the wage-siavery system, the working class cannot
gain its victory without the greatest solidarity in its own ranks. And this unity
is only possible if all workers, particularly the white workers, take a fighting
stand against all instances of national oppression. Only then can a strong
alliance be built.

Today, this fighting stand has its expression in the movement to Free Gary
Tyler, which is being taken into an ever larger number of trade unions and
which has been joined by many white working people. Increasingly led by
communists, the fight against discrimination in the big factories is being
linked with the battles against wage cuts, layoffs and speedup. Homes of
Black families, targets of KKK terror, are being ringed by all-night defense
vigils in Boston, Chicago, Detroit and Louisville. The quicker the response of
the white workers to these injustices, the stronger unity will grow!

The goal of the workers’ movement is to bring about a new socialist
system, where power will be in the hands of the working class and the
exploitation by capitalist parasites will be ended. This fight for socialism is
completely linked with the fight against oppression of nations by the
imperialists. The working class must be the staunchest defender of equality
—— not just of individuals but of nations, like the Afro-American people and
the Vietnamese.

The fight for equality must extend to the full right of Black people to
self-determination and political power in the Black Belt South. It was in the
old plantation areas that African slaves were first brought in chains to work as
chattel labor. For centuries, it was here that Black people fought and died,
tilling the land, building railroads and factories, and fighting for freedom. It is
in the Black Belt that the roots of Afro-American oppression can be found,

FIGHT FOR SELF-DETERMINATION

The working class must fight for the right of the Afro-American people to
complete equality across the country and to self-government in the Black
Belt. The Afro-American nation must be guaranteed the right to choose
whether or not to remain part of the United States. This is the meaning of
self-determination. This is a fundamental guarantee for all other equal rights
and is raised with the aim of building voluntary unity between the workers
of all nationalities. Just as the right to divorce enables a more equal marriage
between men and women, so the right of self-determination guarantees
stronger unity among the workers.

In socialist China today, such a policy on equality has led to a strong
workers’ government and unbreakable unity between the many nationalities
which comprise its people. With the government firmly in the hands of the
working people, chauvinist ideas are combatted. Formerly the people of min-
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“L abor with a white skin
cannot free itself where labor

with a Black skin is branded.”
Karl Marx

ority nationalities, such as the Tibetan people were slaves and serfs. Today
the Tibetan, Mongolian and other nationalities govern autonomous areas in
the People’s Republic. The culture of various minority nationalities, of which
there are 54, was viciously oppressed under the rule of the landlords and
imperialism. Today, their national cultures and languages are flourishing and
are respected by the Han working people throughout the country. Special
economic policies have been adopted to wipe out inequalities left over from
the rule of imperialism. By overthrowing their common oppressors and
establishing socialism, the basis has been laid for wiping out national
oppression there forever. The establishment of socialism in the United States
would lay the basis here for wiping out national oppression.

To maintain their rule, however, the bourgeoisie uses the labor aristocracy.
Of course these corrupt labor aristocrats who run the trade unions in the
United States try desperately to hide the truth about socialism. Owing their
very existence to the imperialist system which has bribed them, they oppose
all attempts to link socialism with the labor movement. These high-salaried
officials are sent into the workers’ movement to perform a job the capitalists
cannot do for themselves. They attempt to chain the workers to the
political- parties and reduce the workers’ struggle to one of begging for re-
forms. :
Today, a new communist party is being built which seeks to drive these
labor aristocrats out of the trade unions and overthrow this reactionary
capitalist system.
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7. Conclusion

Many have compared the frame-up case of Gary Tyler to that of the nine
Scottsboro Boys of Alabama some 45 years ago. Both cases have gained
worldwide recognition.

It is fair to say that one could hardly go to any city in the country, any
union meeting, or any gathering of the unemployed in the ‘30s without
hearing about Scottsboro. Just the name came to symbolize the brutal Jim
Crow and plantation system in the Deep South. “Scottshoro’ also came to
symbolize a powerful resistance movement which had a significant impact on
the development of both the Black ‘freedom struggle and the workers'
movement,

At that time, the U.S, working class had its own revolutionary party. In
those days, Communist Party members could be found anywhere that people
were fighting against injustice and exploitation. Made up of the best fighters
of the working class of every nationality, these communists brought with
them not only disciplined organization, but most importantly, the revolu-
tionary aims of abolishing imperialism and establishing socialism.

Although many workers had fought and died in America's proud labor
history ——to build unions or attain the eight-hour day —— for the first time,
the ideas of socialism were becoming merged with the day-to-day struggles.
This meant a tremendous increase in the fighting capacity of the workers,
who were finally seeing how they could one day be free,

The ability of the once-revolutionary CP to build bonds between workers
of different nationalities was directly based on their stand against national
oppression and for the right of self-determination for Black people. The
system of Jim Crow segregation and lack of rights, they maintained, rested on
the subjugation of Black people as an oppressed nation in the Black Belt
South. On this basis, the party was able to boldly take up battles like
Scottsboro. They organized Black and white Alabama sharecroppers into a
militant union and spearheaded the drives to organize the steel mills in
Alabama, the miners in Kentucky and the textile workers in the Carolinas.

A huge advance was made during those years, in cementing a powerful
alliance between the workers’ movement and the Black liberation struggle.
Thousands of Black workers and freedom fighters joined the ranks of the old
CP as did thousands of white workers who were educated in the battle against
white chauvinism,

Communists were the first to take up the Scottshoro Defense, dis-
tinguishing themselves from the conservative, reformist-led NAACP at every
step. The hardest fighters for Scottshboro freedom, they showed that this case
was not simply one of nine innocent youths in Alabama but a product of
imperialist rule.
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Although the International Labor Defense and the Party hired the most
capable lawyers, they were the first to note that the courts were the
instruments of the rich and must never be relied upon. They took Scottsboro
to the streets of Atlanta, Paris, New York, London and Chicago. Millions
came to see that lynch terror could only be fought by a vast revolutionary
movement and that this was the only course for freeing the Scottsboro Nine.

Today, the U.S. working class finds itself without such a revolutionary
party. In the 1950s the CPUSA renounced Marxism-Leninism and the need
for armed, socialist revolution. Basing themselves on so-called ““American
democratic traditions,” they adopted a program of “anti- monopoly radical
reforms’ in the place of overthrowing imperialism. Masquerading as revolu-
tionaries, they have become faithful servants of imperialism who, at every
step, try to sabotage the movement’s revolutionary direction.

At the same time they cut socialism and revolution out of their program,
they also threw out their former stand on Afro-American self-determination.
They concluded that because many Black people were leaving the South and
some reforms were being won in the Supreme Court, that Black people had
already exercised the right of self-determination. The only job that remained,
from their point of view, was to "'retire”” some southern congressmen and
keep up the pressure for a few more reforms.

When the earth-shaking civil rights battles of the ‘60s burst forth, the CP
trailed miserably behind even the conservative NAACP. They denounced the
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On July 24, 1976, over 2,000 joined the Free Gary Tyler march in New Orleans.
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most militant leaders of the movement like Robert F. Williams and cautioned
against armed self-defense. The CP dismissed Malcom X's revolutionary
views as “irresponsible drivel.”

The CPUSA today closely follows its mentors in the Soviet Union, who
themselves have become big imperialists. After Stalin died, Khrushchev and
his pack of capitalists once again rigged up wage-slavery and exploitation,
overthrowing 40 years of socialism and workers’ rule.

The leaders of the Soviet Union renewed the old czars’ policies of
national oppression and Great-Russian chauvinism against minority
nationalities. The country which had stood as a beacon for the colonially
oppressed people throughout the world was turned back into a prison house
of nations that it had been before 1917. What is more, the Soviet social-
imperialists began to systematically reach beyond their own borders to
exploit third world countries like India and Cuba, actions typical of
imperialism.

Many fighters in the Black liberation and workers’ struggles have learned
from their own experience that, in order to overthrow imperialism, these
revisionist traitors must be isolated and expelled from our movement.

This year, at the initative of the October League, genuine communists
from all over are working to establish a new, revolutionary communist party
in the United States. This new party will inherit the best traditions of the
veteran communist fighters and at the same time is being built in complete
opposition to the sell-out CPUSA and the Trotskyites.

We are fighting to build a revolutionary communist party that the workers
and oppressed people recognize as their own fighting vanguard. Such a party
can only be built in the heat of class struggle, Built on firm Marxist-Leninist
principles and composed of the most far-sighted, dedicated and advanced
fighters from the people themselves, a vanguard communist party can lead the
stuggle to overthrow the imperialist system and establish socialism.

The October League has been fighting and organizing across the country
for the freedom of Gary Tyler and others like him. We realize that the rulers
of this country fear nothing more than the building of a revolutionary move-
ment, particularly one which closely unites all nationalities against a common
enemy. It is this sort of movement and nothing less, that can win Gary Tyler’s
freedom and strike a blow at those who have grown fat on the wealth which
we, the workers of all nationalities, have produced!

FREE GARY TYLER!
SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE AFRO-AMERICAN NATION!

WORKERS OF ALL NATIONALITIES UNITE!
DEFEAT IMPERIALISM, FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM!
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Appendix
From The Call July 26, 1976

Eyes Focus
On the South

This week, thousands of eyes will be focused on the South, where a Black
youth named Gary Tyler is fighting for his life in New Otleans, Louisiana.
People from all over the South will converge on this old slave capital demand-
ing not only that Tyler be freed, but that the millions of Afro-American peo-
ple finally get equality and democratic rights, including the right of self-
determination.

The South has always had special importance in the overall struggle of the
working class and of Black people in particular. The frame-up of Gary Tyler
symbolizes the themes of white supremacy, slavery and national oppression
which run throughout southern history. On the other side of the picture
stands the revolutionary history of the southern working people, Black and
white, who have never accepted their special oppression for one moment.

It was the Communist Party, when it was still a revolutionary vanguard
party of the proletariat, that first offered a scientific understanding of the
nature of the southern struggle, showing that the history of the South
was bound up with the history of slavery and that the question of Black
liberation was directly connected to the liberation of the working class.

SOUTHERN SLAVERY LAID BASIS FOR U S. CAPITALISM

Karl Marx himself, who studied the South and the anti-slavery struggle
carefully, saw how Southern slavery laid the basis for the development of
U.S. capitalism and the enslavement of all working people. He pointed
the way forward for the early working-class struggle by showing that,
“labor in the white skin cannot free itself where labor with a Black skin
is branded.”

With the end of the Civil War and the signing of the Emancipation Pro-
clamation, a short period called Reconstruction led to some of the most
important gains ever registered by the southern workers. Blacks held pro-
minent positions in Southern government and significant reforms were won
for all workers. The 8-hour day became a battle’cry of all working people
as the labor movement rose to its feet. Large tracts of land were granted
to newly freed slaves as the plantation system began to be broken up.

But these gains were shortlived and soon reversed as the capitalist
ruling class in the North betrayed the Reconstruction efforts and formed an
alliance with the overthrown slave owners to consolidate the rule of ca-
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pitalism and white supremacy over the South and the rest of the U.S,

It was at this time that the millions of former Black slaves completed their
development as an oppressed nation within the former slave areas of the
South—the Black Belt.

The experiences of three centuries of enslavement coupled with contin-
uous resistance culminating in the Civil War and Reconstruction had given
Afro-Americans all the features of nationhood. They had inhabited the
Black Belt land continuously. They spoke a common language, shared a
common economic life, and had developed a common culture and psycholo-
gical make-up.

As the Black communist theoretician, Harry Haywood wrote: “Within
the borders of the United States, and under the jurisdiction of a single central
government, there exist, not one, but two nations: a dominant white nation,
with its Anglo-Saxon hierarchy, and a subject black one..The Negro is
American. He is the product of every social and economic struggle that has
made America. But the Negro is a special kind of American, to the extent
that his oppression has set him apart from the dominant white nation. Under
the pressure of these circumstances, he has generated all the objective
attributes of nationhood.”

RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION

Based upon this scientific analysis of the historic conditions, the commu-
nists first raised the slogan calling for the right of self-determination, or the
right to establish a separate independent state for the Black nation in the
Black Belt. Through the course of the struggle, they championed the cause
of democratic rights for Black people north and south, demanded the break-
up of the plantation system and redistribution of land to Black and poor
white farmers. The demand for self-determination did not mean, as its ene-
mies asserted, that communists called for the setting up of a separate “Black
republic” in the South or for separation of any kind. It simply meant that
the Black nation would have the right to establish a separate state should the
20 million Black people find it necessary to do so.

The right of self-determination was linked closely with all of the work
that communists carried out around the Afro-American question through-
out the country. But it was in the South in particular, working under the
most difficult conditions, that communists proved themselves as the van-
guard of the working class. Whether it was in the great textile strikes in
the *20s which swept the area from Virginia to Georgia, or the strikes of
white Kentucky miners in 1932, or whether they were fighting against unem-
ployment and the threat of fascism, the communists took the struggle for
equality and self-determination to thousands of Black and white workers
in the mines and mills.

A veteran of those struggles, Nanny Washburn, who joined the party in the
20s as a white Wworker, remembered that “the work was very difficult in
those days.” She said that most of the work had to be carried out secretly
“because of the widespread use of terror including the Klan which was direc-
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ted against the communists.” Nanny Washburn pointed to the slogan of “self-
determination” as the central theme in the work she carried out to free the
many political prisoners whose cases the party took up.

“Perhaps the most famous example was that of the Scottsboro Boys—
nine Black youths who were jailed in 1931, in Scottsboro, Alabama, on
charges of having raped two white girls on a freight train. Actually the rape
never occurred, as -Ruby .Bates, one of the girls, later publicly testified.

Communists like Nanny Washburn took this struggle to free the Scottsboro
Boys and made it into an international issue, using it to vividly expose to
all the world, the fraud of U.S. capitalist democracy. Especially among the
white workers, they showed how the history of slavery was still alive and
that an injury to one was an injury to all. The struggle finally ended in
victory 20 years later when the last of the Scottsboro prisoners was re-
leased.

Efforts like the Scottsboro case, the formation of the Sharecroppers
Union in Tallapoosa County, Alabama, the campaign to free Angelo Herndon
and many others gave the communists their much earned reputation as the
most militant and revolutionary defenders of the workers and especially the
Afro-American people. It earned them the sacred trust of millions of
working people, a trust which was later to be betrayed by the revisionists
such as Earl Browder in the late 1930s and the modern revisionists of today in
the Communist Party U.S.A. (CPUSA).

Completely abandoning the revolutionary struggle of the working class
for socialism and for Black liberation, the CPUSA first dropped the slogan for
the right of self-determination and completely withdrew from the strateg-
ically important South. Abandoning the southern labor movement to the
racist politicians and labor misleaders, the revisionists left the masses of
Black people without working-class leadership in the periods of great upsu rge,
including the civil rights movement of the late 60s.

Dropping the revolutionary struggle for political power and self-deter-
mination, the revisionist claimed that self-determination “had already
been exercised” and that Black people simply wished to integrate into the
mainstream of U.S. society. Instead of revolutionary struggle, they promo-
ted the electoral struggle and the liberal politicians as the saviors of Black
people,

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY BEING BUILT

Today a new communist party is being built upon revolutionary founda-
tions and in opposition to revisionism. One of these foundations is the strug-
gle for Black liberation as a revolutionary struggle. The great traditions of
communist struggle are being restored to their proper place and once again
groups like the October League are taking up the important work in the
South. The slogan of “self-determination” is being raised once again in the
course of struggle for the freedom of Gary Tyler, Cheryl Todd and Desi X
Woods, Joan Little and others.

The hundreds of Black prisoners filling the death row cells from North
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Carolina to Texas are but one example of the fact that all the talk about
the “new South” is a pack of lies. The few gains won during the civil
rights movement are rapidly being eroded. The basic conditions of life for
millions of Black and poor white people in the South are in essence the
same as they have always been. The only thing “new” about the South
is that the struggle of the people against oppression is being built on a
higher level than ever before.

The struggle in the South is expanding widely. Last year’s Southern
Fight Back Conference brought hundreds of workers to Eastabutchie,
Mississippi. In Louisville, Ky., the Southern Conference Educational Fund
(SCEF), once under the thumb of the revisionists, is being turned into a mass
workers’ organization under revolutionary leadership to build the southern
movement. The busloads of hundreds of people from Texas to Georgia
coming to New Orleans to free Gary Tyler show the results and the potentials
of this work.

From The Call August 9, 1976

Which Road For
Tyler’'s Freedom?

The militant march and rally of thousands of Gary Tyler supporters in
New Orleans on July 24 was a good example of relying on the masses of poor
and working people as the main force to free political prisoners such as Gary
Tyler. The success of the mass actions that were held, however, only came as
a result of a struggle between two opposing views of how to struggle for re-
forms such as freedom for Gary Tyler and other political prisoners.

The approach advocated by the Trotskyite Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
and a minority of people in the New Orleans Defense Committee, such as the
opportunist Walter Collins, had to be defeated in order for the July 24 action
to be successful.

These opportunists did everything they could to narrow the scope of the
actions. A brief review of their stand on a few questions leading up to the
march will go a long way in exposing the counter-revolutionary essence of
their political views.

From the beginning, the SWP, along with Collins, questioned the “advis-
ability” of a march. Their opposition was put forth on the grounds that there
“might” not be an official permit. Later, they raised the fear that there might
be a “confrontation” with the Ku Klux Klan. The opportunists tried to cover
their tails by pleading “concern” for the masses’ safety. This is the same tac-
tic they used in sabotaging the April 24 march in Boston against segregation.

In actuality, they were trying to make the march “respectable” to the
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bourgeoisie and were scared to death of class struggle. These reformists feared
most that Tyler’s case would be linked in people’s minds with the struggles of
the millions of other working people suffering under capitalism.

This became clear when the SWP brazenly opposed having any revolution-
ary speakers, such as Ron Carter (who eventually spoke for the Southwide
Coalition). According to SWP’s opportunist logic, in order to have a “wider
appeal,” all the speakers would have to be “non-revolutionary”. They pro-
posed instead that the speakers be exclusively local clergymen and bourge-
ois politicians. They even went so far as to suggest that the head of the state
AFL-CIO, a labor aristocrat and known enemy of Afro-American and work-
ing-class people, be a principal speaker at the rally.

With regard to political slogans for the march, the SWP opposed demands
such as “Self-Determination for the Afro-American Nation” and “Full Demo-
cratic Rights for Black People.” When the SWP’s opposition to the slogan
concerning democratic rights was made known in a New Orleans Defense
Committee meeting, participants burst into unbelieving laughter as the SWP
representative sat shamefacedly silent, his organization’s line glaringly ex-
posed.

Walter Collins, for his part, has used his position as chairman of the New
Orleans Committee to attempt to bolster his allies in the SWP and their
fellow Trotskyites in the International Socialists in their attempts to repre-
sent the Tyler defense in other cities such as Atlanta, Houston, Boston, etc.
But, “Flowers fall off, do what one may,” and as the buses rolled in from
across the South and actions occurred simultaneously in cities across the
country, the Trotskyites were conspicuously absent. Even in New Orleans,
the SWP presence was pitifully weak. Collins refused to even participate in
the march through downtown New Orleans.

In struggling against the opportunists, representatives of the October
League, the Fightback and a majority of other forces in the New Orleans
Committee refuted their arguments forcefully in word and deed. For ex-
ample regarding a permit for the march, it was pointed out that the ruling
class (which runs the city government) would only give their “permission”
to a revolutionary action if they knew the people were determined to march
anyway, with or without their “permission”.

POLICY OF MASS REVOLUTIONARY ACTION

As for 2 “confrontation” with the Klan, it is well know that the Klan
has been cowardly, confronting only individuals and small groups of Black
people for years, and that the main assurance against a conftontation with
these reactionaries is a policy of mass revolutionary action combined with
self-defense by any means necessary. The cowardly Klan, faced with a mass
militant demonstration of thousands, failed to show up anywhere near the
rally and march.

The opportunist argument of only having “non-revolutionary”speakers
and slogans in order to get “wider appeal” was also refuted. Those speeches
which were best received were those such as Carter’s, which pointed to the
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imperialist system itself as the cause of all national oppression and linked
the struggle to free Gary Tyler to the need for the revolutionary overthrow
of the imperialist system and to the demand for Afro-American self-determin-
ation.

The struggle against opporiunism in the defense efforts for Gary Tyler has
laid the basis for re-structuring the New Orleans Defense Committee as well
as for greater coordination of national efforts. The July 24 actions for
Tyler’s freedom provide a correct model for the future direction of all
defense efforts. Gary Tyler himself voiced this perspective when he wrote in
support of the July 24th demonstrations that “I am convinced that mass
demonstrations involving thousands of people are necessary to win my
freedom.”

From The Call July 19, 1976

Odis Hyde Speaks
on Tyler Case

Chicago, Ill.—An enthusiastic crowd gathered on this city’s South Side
July 9 to hear veteran communist Odis Hyde speak about the history of Afro-
American oppression that surrounds the frame-up of Gary Tyler.

Hyde, who took part in the Black liberation and workers” struggles in Chi-
cago for more than 40 years, is a member of the October League’s Central
Committee.

Hyde began his speech by showing how the frame-up of Gary Tyler is
bound up with the history of capitalism.

“The Tyler case has a history,” he said, “just as this country has a his-
tory, just as every living thing has a history. The history of this country is the
blood of millions of Indians; the Chicano people being driven from their lands
and the most precious part of this country west of the Mississippi being taken
by blood and bullets from a whole people; the slave chains of 20 million
Africans brought to this land to make it rich and beautiful. I cannot glorify
this country. My grandmother was a slave!”

Odis Hyde was born in Louisiana, and talked about conditions in the
South for Black people even today. He exposed the efforts of Jimmy Carter
to pass himself off as a “common man” and a “friend” to Black people.
Hyde stated, “He’s a millionaire. You ever been to Plains, Georgia? It’s a
peanut plantation area. I’ve been there. The ground’s so red,” Hyde went on,
“that I sometimes think it’s red from the slaves’ blood.”

“That town has two schools and they’re falling apart; the roofs leak and
the windows are busted and the county won't fix them.” Why, he asked?
“Because they integrated the schools. That’s America! And it’s happening
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everywhere.”

yde went on to speak about the common interests of Black and white
workers in fighting the capitalist system. “White workers are going to have to
understand that the only reason they dragged us over here in chains was
because cheap Black labor could drive down the cost of all labor.” He showed
how labor in the white skin couldn’t be free while Black labor was being op-
pressed.

Speaking directly to the white workers in the audience, he said,“But you
ain’t got nothing but labor either! You got to fight because the system is
aimed at you as well as Black folks. So either we survive together or we perish
separately.”

He spoke about the need for leadership and organization in the struggle
against the capitalists. “Us poor people have nothing but our labor power,
nothing but our ability to work. To win we must have a political party. Every
class that ever ruled in the history of the world had a political party and it’s
no different for the working class. And we must organize it. Rockefeller ain’t
going to come down here and give us a commuriist party to take what he has.
We must build our communist party!”

“So you see,” Hyde concluded, “Tyler is a symbol of the history of this
country. We will never stop the Gary Tylers while capitalism still exists. We
may halt a few, but next week they’ll have another one, and another one.
We have got to attack the citadels that rule this country that are rooted in
racism, greed, exploitation, and social injustice.” As the audience rose to its
feet, Hyde exclaimed, “It is damnable, it is parasitical, and it must be des-
troyed! It is up to you to do it!”
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Interview with OL Chairman
Michael Klonsky on the subject of the
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OL’s view of the two superpowers,
the third world countries’ struggle
and the danger of a new world war.
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the Afro-American question. It traces
the historical development of the Afro-
American people as an oppressed nation
in the Black Belt, and puts forward the
revolutionary call of self-determina-
tion for Afro-Americans. T5¢

PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE ARE
RISING UP is a collection of articles
which have appeared in The Call/El
Clarin over the past three years. Taken
together, they illustrate the historic
struggles of the Puerto Rican people
against imperialism, colonialism and
hegemonism as well as against national
oppression in the U.S. 75¢
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. - ¥ NIST VIEW. This new pamphlet is a
popular summary of the Marxist-Leninist
principles on the woman question and an
analysis of the fight for women’s libera-
tion today. 25¢
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In Defense of the Right
to Self-Determination

by Carl Davidson

Carl Davidson’s series from the Guardian newspaper demonstrates that the
demand for political power is essential to the Afro-American struggle and refutes
the distortions of the national question in Guardian editor Irwin Silber’s pre-

ceding articles. $1.25 postpaid

Negro Liberation

by Harry Haywood

NEGRO Originqlly published in 1948, this important work

T|0N by a leading Afro-American communist examines the
|.|BERA conditions of exploitation and oppression of Black
HARRY HAYWOOD people and traces the root cause to their existence as
an oppressed nation. Haywood's call for self-determi-
nation for the Afro-American people is seen as part
of the overall destruction of the imperialist system.
Long suppressed by the revisionist CPUSA, Negro
Liberation is now reprinted by Liberator Press with
the author’s permission, $3.25 postpaid

For a Revolutionary Position
on the Negl‘o QUEStiOI‘I by Harry Haywood

Written in 1957, this pamphlet is a hard-hitting critique of the Communist
Party of the United States’ (CPUSA) betrayal of the Afro-American people’s
struggle.

The party leadership refused to publish Haywood’s document, and Haywood
was subsequently expelled from the party. However, Haywood continued to
fight for the right of self-determination for the Black nation in the South and
proves in this pamphlet that the oppression and exploitation of Afro-American
people is an integral part of the overall imperialist system. $1.50 postpaid
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