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WHY AND WHAT IS INF.LATION? 
But to more and more work

ers, it s becoming clearer 
that it is not inflation, but 
it is the monopoly capitalist 
class (with tools like the 
news media, puppets like Ford, 
etc.) who are at the cause of 
the present American economic 
and political crisis. The 
bourgeoisie ' s  whole plan has 
been to double-talk and flim
flam in public, pointing the 
finger at '' Arab oil sheiks' ' 
(as the Shah of Iran,who is 
domestic enemy Dl for his 
�eople, pointed out recentl� 
Arab oil prices account for a 
small percentage of contribut
ing factors to world-wide 
inflation; it is the commodit
ies of Western powers that 
account in the main for con
tinuing capitalist ''stag
flation"--staggering infla
tion), whoever is chairing 
what "responsible committee" 
or even the "wrath of god" 
(makes you think a crusade 
might be in the making, a 
possibility when you recall 

how the capitalists tried to 
get out of their last general 
crisis in the 30's). Privately 
they all agree to a variety 

"THE ENEMY ROTS WITH EVERY 
PASSING DAY, WHILE FOR US 
THINGS ARE GETTING BETTER 
DAILY" 

-Mao Tse-Tung

Everywhere people are 
talking about (and cursing) 
inflation. The housewife at 
the check-out counter sees her 
budgeted sum buying less in 
groceries every_week; the 
brother at a plant glares at 
a paycheck shrinking from re
duced "purchasing power" (the 
little that existed) and es
calating taxes, and wonders 
where the eagle flew to. Ford 
comes out calling inflation 
''public enemy 11'' and the news 
media suddenly '' discover'' 
inflation, and try to whip us 
into a frenzy of ''inflation 
fighting" (seen those "infla
tion fighters'' sales, lately?) 
without pointing out inflation' s 
cause. 

of schemes designed to shift 
more of the load onto our 
backs and intensify the ex
ploitation of class sisters 
and brothers abroad. Part of 
this hustle involves keeping 
us confused, divided, and 
ignorant: Historically, we 
have been kept from knowing 
the truth about the nature 
of this society. No news
paper, textbook or speech run 
by a capitalist or their 
stooges will make sense (for 
us) of the present mess;only 
Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-Tung 
Thdughi, the world outlook of 
the proletarians, is strong 
enough to shed light onto 
the picture. 

First off, we can no more 
''fight inflation'' without 
getting to the root of the 
problem than cure a junkie 
�ithout cutting off the drug 

(cont. on p. 4) 

IDITORIAl = ON THI OCT. 27th RAllY 
On October 27, 20,000 people rallied in Madi

son Square Garden in NYC. The rally w-as organ
ized by the Puerto Rican Solidarity Day 
Committee (PR�DC),• a group formed as the re
sult of a call made by the Puerto Rican Social
ist Party (PSP). The PRSDC organized the acti
vity around two slogans: ' 'Day of Solidarity 
with the Independence of Puerto Rico'' and ''Bi
centennial Without Colonies''. 

The size of this rally has led some to con
clude that this activity was one of the most 
significant mass activities against imperialism 
in recent years-- a ''magnificent demonstration 
of proletarian internationalism'' (Guardian, 
Nov. 29, 1974, p. 9). As Marxist-Leninists, we 
understand that numbers alone do not determine 
the correctness or incorrectness of a policy, 
a slogan, an event. It is political content, 
political line that determines this. 

In keeping with this understanding, we pre
sent our analysis of the political lines put 
forward on Oct. 27th and the response of the 
communist movement to this activity. 

PSP' S DIFFERENCES WITH MARXISM�LENINISM 

In the last issue of Palante, we reprinted 
our letter to the PRSDC in which we extended our 
solidarity and ·support to the Oct. 27th activity. 
We also criticized the entire communist move
ment, ourselves included, for not having car
ried out sufficiently our proletarian interna
tionalist responsibilitr-- that is, actively 
unit-in,g the.· •st,:,u.ggi.e 'Of 'th'e America't! ltorking 
class with: the ·s-tru��les of the' hllrtdreds · of ,. '

millions of colonial peoples who are oppressed 
by imperialism. 

While we criticized ourselves for not ex
tending support to the activity sooner, we also 
stated clearly the serious differences we had 
and continue to have with the political line of 
the activity. (See Palante, Vol. 1, No. 1, p. 2) 

We did participate in the activity, mobili
zing workers and revolutionary people for it, 
putting out literature and slogans stating our 
position. Our work included a forum at which the 
opportunist slogan ''Bi-Centennial Without Colo
nies '' was exposed and unity with the revision
ist ''CP''USA was thoroughly criticized. Speakers 
at the forum stressed the key role played by the 

,national liberatiop struggles and the need for 
forming a common revolutionary front which is 
impossible, if the U.S. proletariat does not 
render direct aid to the national liberation 
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