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Building a National

Workers Prepare
Bold Step Forward
On February 19, 170 workers from cities around

the country gathered in Cleveland to take a bold step-
calling for the formation of a national workers organi
zation. The meeting was lively, full of discussion and
struggle over what the purpose and role of such an or
ganization will be. After the meeting the workers left
for their factories and hometowns armed with a deeper
understanding of why forming this national workers
organization will represent a real leap forward in the
struggle of the working class, and with a call directed
to workers all around the country urging them to take
up the task of forming the new organization and
gather in Chicago on Labor Day weekend for a founding
convention.

As the call points out, "This organization must be
firmly rooted in the struggles in the plants and indus
tries, against speedup, wage cuts and the other attacks
that come down there." But the workers in Cleveland
set their sights higher than simply an organization to
lead these fights. As the call goes on to point out,
"At all times we need a vehicle to rally the ranks of
our working class inside and outside the unions to
deal with the burning questions that face us—the threat
of war, unemployment, discrimination, and countless
other attacks on the Job and throughout society."

Running through the discussions in Cleveland, and-
something tiiat will continue to come up as the mo
mentum builds for the founding convention in Chica
go, are questions about what exactly the situation is
facing the workers today, where does the struggle of
the working class presently stand, and what must be
done to advance that struggle.

Over the last several years the main contradictions

in U.S. society, most importantly the fundamental
division in society between the working class and the
capitalist class, have been sharpening. Bourgeois myths
about the "great American middle class" are evapora
ting in the heat of the sharpening antagonism between
the working class and the capitalist class. As the cri
sis of capitalism has deepened, the capitalists have been
driven by the very workings of their system to further
attack the working class, trying to drive down wages,
force-through speedup, compulsory overtime and other
means to squeeze ever more profit out of the labor of

the workers. "Official" unemployment rates of 8%
and higher are no longer front page news but a "fact
of life" of bourgeois society, and even this steady
putrification Is punctuated by violent dislocations in
the economy, as goods pile up unsold and massive lay
offs hit the workers.

And, of course, the attacks on the masses of people
are not restricted to the plants and mills. As the decay
of the capitalist system deepens, the masses are forced
to foot the bill in a thousand ways, from the closing
of schools and hospitals to the deterioration of neigh
borhoods and whole cities, and hand-in-hand with this
come efforts by the ruling class to enforce it, through
mounting police terror, attacks on organizations of
the masses and in other ways.

The country is going to hell at a faster and faster .
rate, and people know it. The deterioration of society,
the increased exploitation and intensified attacks on

the masses of people give rise to resistance, and workers
seek the ways to,make that resistance more organized,
more powerful and more directed. The formation of

a national workers organization will serve as a magnet

Seize the Time in *77t

Call For a National

Workers Orgartization
The following call from the Organizing Committee

for a National Workers Organization has been sent to
workers' organizations in many industries and areas

and is being distributed in the tens of thousands to

workers across the country—Ed.

Fellow workers,

VUbrking people are catching hell on all sides. Millions
walk the streets unemployed, while those on the job
are driven harder and faster. The threat of war hangs
over our heads like a dark cloud. Our cities, schools-,

and neighborhoods are falling apart. Inequality and
discrimination are rampant on the job and throughout
society. We are caught in a vise between the crime

that stalks the streets and the terror of the police. Our •

very labor is stolen and twisted into a means to tighten
the chains of oppression on us. Everything is sacri
ficed to the god of profits. The result is continued
chaos and suffering for the great majority of people.

The class of profit seekers tells us that these are
separate problems, faced by small and isolated groups

of people. They try to divide us by industry, union,
nationality and other ways. But these problems all
come from one source—their class and their system.
We are one class, men and women of ail nationalities
with one common interest in fighting all this.

We have fought these attacks in a hundred different
ways, from filing a grievance to battles throughout in
dustries and in our unions, to nationwide strikes in the

coalfields, auto and rubber plants. We have battled
their attempts to cut our unemployment benefits,

stood up to their police terror, and raised our voices
against military aggression and threats of war in South
east Asia, Southern Africa, the Middle East and else
where. In the summer of '75 we marched over 3,000

strong in the streets of Philadelphia on July 4th, the
day the rulers of this country celebrated 200 years of
their rule. We rallied around our own banner declar

ing: "We've Carried the Rich for 200 Years—Let's Get
Them Off Our Backs!" And we have built organiza

tions to wage these battles.
In the advances we have made, we have come up

against the fact that the attacks we face and the battles
we must wage, still are bigger than the organization
owe havedeveloped. We need a national organization
of workers, that rallies and solidifies the active fighters
from our class to mobilize the millions of workers in

the plants of this country into a mighty force, fighting
every key battle, and rallying others behind them. We
need an organization that can unleash the potential

strength and power that exists in the plants, mines
and mills where millions of us are concentrated, turn

ing every factory into a fortress of struggle.
Now is the time to take a bold step. Now is the

time to unite our fighting ranks ali across the country.

Now is the time to build one national organization, an
organization of the v/orking class ofpeople to serve as
a united center of leadership in ali the battles we face,

that mobilizes the strength and power of the miiiions
in our class. Only the working class has the power,
only we have the strength, only we can forge the unity

' to stop the way things are going, to turn things in this
country around.

On February 19th, workers from around the coun
try gathered in Cleveland, Ohio to build this impor

tant organization. From the struggles in the coalfields
in West Virginia, the steel mills in Gary, the auto plants

in Detroit, the fields in California, out of the many
battles our class Is waging we came determined to take

this vital and necessary step. On February 19th, we
resolved to hold a convention on Labor Day, 1977 in

Chicago, Illinois to launch this organization, and we
laid the beginning plans for this.

The organization must be firmly rooted in the strug

gles in the plants and industries, against speedup, wage
cuts and the other attack/that come down there. This

is not a call for a new union, or an organization to re

place the unions. An important part of our fight is
to break the chains the union officials put on our

struggles, kick the traitors out, and fight to make the
unions into weapons in the hands of the rank and file.

But that is not all—we must have an organization that
is rooted in the plants and Industries, an organization
geared to mobilizing our ranks around campaigns of
our entire class. Think what it would have meant if
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in the midst of these developing struggles, drawing to
gether fighters from fre working class and enabling
them to build the various sparks of struggle constantly
arising into campaigns of th'e working class. By doing
this, this organization will be able to serve as a catalyst
helping to bring ever broader masses of people into
motion.

The workers who are coming forward to be a part
of this new.organization are precisely those who are
most actively involved in battle and in mobilizing their
fellow workers. In many industries and areas around
the country particularly sharp struggles have broken
out in the last period. The hard fought rubber strike
of 1976 saw tens of thousands of workers holding out
for several months in the face of extreme hardship and
winning significant gains. The struggle of the rank and
file auto workers around their 1978 contract forced a

nationwide strike of Ford Motor Company, and in the
course of this battle workers in auto for the first time
in decades were able to unite their ranks on a national
basis against the sellout plans of the top union leader
ship and were able to organize a big "no" vote on the
sellout contract, the largest ever "no" vote on a na- " ■
tiona) contract in that industry. More recently, the
steel industry has been the scene of a beginning up
surge of struggle which was focused in the recent elec

tion campaign where the rank and file put up a real
fight against the I.W. Abel union bureaucracy which
has been shackling their struggle for years; this struggle
is right now continuing in the protest against the Abel
machine's signing of a blatant sellout contract and in
the fight around local contracts.

In New York City resistance has mounted to attacks
on the working class and the masses of people spawned
by the "city crisis." In San Francisco workers have
helped beat back attempts to evict retired Filipino
and Chinese workers from the International Hotel in a
battle that has taken on major proportions throughout
the San Francisco Bay Area. In Milwaukee the long
and hard fought meatcutters' strike of a year ago galva
nized thousands of workers In the fight against the com
panies' union busting, taking on more of the character
istics of an overall fight between classes.

In the course of battles, large and small", workers
come .forward who see the need to fight for the
interests of the working class, not just in the im-

Continued on page 19

during the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War,
or the recent strikes of auto, mining, and rubber
workers, we had an organization to mobilize the
strength of the working class on a national level in
these fights.

The question has been raised; how can we do some
thing this big; maybe we should clean up our own
backyards first?

Yes, we have to clean house wherever we can. But
how can Our backyard be kept clean when it's sitting
in the middle of a garbage dump? With millions laid
off, the threat of war, and our futures and children's
future pointing to more of the same and worse, we
have to deal with the entire garbage dump. If we don't,
who will?

There are some who ask, do we really need such an
organization now; maybe we should just concentrate
on changing our unions? It is true our unions have
been ripped off and we must fight to retake them.
But we cannot and will not wait to kick the rats off

our union ship before we stand up for ourselves. The
enemy we face is more than the traitors who have

seized our unions and the battles we must wage are
bigger than the fight to control our unions. At all
times we need a vehicle to rally the ranks of our work
ing class inside and outside the unions to deal with the

burning questions that face us—the threat of war, un
employment, discrimination, and countless other at

tacks on the job and throughout society. At any given
time we need to use this vehicle to concentrate the

forces of our class against the main forms of these at
tacks. We must take these battles head on, relying on
the strength that we have as a single united class with:
one common interest.

There are some who say that building a national
workers organization is a good idea, but ask is it really
possible?

The fact is that It is impossible to continue going
forward by fighting only in smaller groups and local
battles, isolated from each other. If we can fight so
hard in hundreds of smaller battles involving thousands
and even millions of people, why not make this step

that will allow us to move these' thousands and millions

in a more unified and co-ordinated way?

Yes, this is a bold step, but the times and conditions

call for, demand it. It can be done, but it is up to us
to do it. Area organizing committees are being set up
in every part of the country to rally our fellow workers
to this course.

We must get down to the business of getting our
class organized, taking all the necessary steps to pre

pare for theifounding convention in Chicago on Labor
Day. We must mobilize the largest numbers of our
class brothers and sisters around this cause.

Seize the Time in '77—

Build a National Workers Organization!

On to Chicago Labor Day Weekend I
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Continued from page 3

mediate battles as they come up, but in a more overall
and consistent way. The national workers organization
will be 3 most important form for uniting these workers
and unleashing their initiative to act as a lever mobili
zing and a listening rod concei'trating the potential
strength and power of the working class across the
country in taking up the most important battles fac
ing it.

FVesent Situation

Sudi an organization is not only possible because
of the present situation—the sharpening up of contra
dictions and the growth of the working class struggle-
but is also more and more of a necessity for the work
ers' struggle "tti take the strides forward that it can and

must.

While the intensification of the contradictions of

capitalism has led to more hard fought battles of the
working class on many fronts, it is also necessary to
take stock of the other aspect of things-that precisely
because the "ante" has been upped and the stakes are so

much higher, the m»ses of people generally are often
hesitant to leap into struggle, though when they do
so they fight with even more determination and in more
open defiance of the capitalists and their agents; for
the very reason that the stakes are higher. The waves
of struggle that swept the country during the 1960s,
especially the high tide of the Black liberation struggle

. and the movement of students and others directed

particularly at the U.S. ruling class' war on the people
of Vietnam, could not and have not continued in the

same way.

These struggles struck powerful blows against the
rulers of the country, and those involved in them in
creasingly saw the capitalist system as the source of
injustice and oppression in society. But along with
winning victories, these movements ran up against

their own limitations—that they were not based among
the masses of workers. For only the working class has
the strength and power and the position in society—pit

ted directly opposite the capitalist rulers-to persevere
in the fi^t, unite all who can be united, and push the
struggle forward toward eliminating the source of all

oppression.

Today it is all the more true that there are no easy
victoria. The bourgeoisie is in no position to grant con
cessions to the workers easily; on the contrary, gains
won through struggle in the past are being nibbled—
and more and more often, chopped—away at. The

political climate spread by the bourgeoisie itself is less
and less based on the deceptions they spread about a
steady improvement in the life of the masses (an illu

sion that found some basis in the experience of the

masses in the post World War 2 decades), but increas
ingly demands sacrifice from the people.

Becausebf this situation, large numbers of the work

ers are not yet convinced that the road of sustained
mass struggle is not only necessary but is the only road
forward, and, of course, only a very small.percentage

of the workers have been won to the necessity for the

complete overthrow of the capitalist class. Much of

the struggle of the workers is of a sporadic nature, with
battles, large and small, breaking out more ̂ d more
frequently but also being hit back hard by the bour
geoisie and its agents. —

All of this underlines the necessity for exactly the

type of organization that is to be formed—an organi
zation that will be able to take advantage of the sparks •.
of struggle that the capitalist system of exploitation
constantly gives rise to and enable them to be fanned
as broadly and deeply as possible among the working
class.

Fight in Unions

The active fighters amongst the workers have run
up against the limitations of the low level of organi
zation that presently exists among the rank and file.
Large numbers of workers, especially in basic indus
try, are organized in trade unions, which themselves
were the result of bitter battles waged by millions of
workers. But these unions are controlled at the top

by traitors to the working class, who attempt to use
the very apparatus of the unions as a weapon against
the rank and file in the service of the caphaljst ex- •
ploiters. The fight to take back these unions is an im
portant battlefield in the class struggle, one which the
formation of a national workers organization will help

to advance; but at the same time, as the call states,
"we cannot and will not wait to kick the rats off our

union ship before we start standing up for ourselves.
The enemy we face is more than the traitors who have
seized our unions and the battles we must wage are

bigger than the fight to control our unions."
While there have been many types of organizations

of the rank and file that have developed through strug

gle in the last period, many of these organizations have
reflected the sporadic nature of the workers struggle
itself; they have sprung up in the course of particular
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1000 angr/ worxers greet scabs in 13 month Milwaukee meatcutters strike. Battles like this, which became a rallying
point in the class struggle, have helped lay the basis for the formation of a nationwide workers organization. Once
formed, it will aim at bringing to strikes and battles against oppression on every front, the organized strength of the
working class in every industry and area.

battles but have disappeared after those fights have
ended or receded. At the same time, there have been

significant advances in the last period in building some
more permanent forms of working class organization,
built upon the solid foundation of those workers who

see the need to wage a consistent fight, not only against
those exploiters whom they directly face, but to link
up with other workers and other'sections of people in '

the different arenas of struggle against the whole class
ofexpioitere.

Where these organizations have been built, be they
on the plant, industry, or area-wide level, they have
played an important part in advancing the struggle
of the working class, helping tcbring the organized ,
strength of the working class into numerous battles.

Indeed, the national workers organization will be or
ganized along the lines the workers themselves are or
ganized in production, based in the plants and indus
tries, and will also have forms to bring together workers
from-various industries in differentcities and metropol
itan areas that will enable the workers to take up key
battles in the given areas.

But these organizations that presently exist also run
into the objective fact that the working class is one
class throughout society, that many of the battles that

the class must take up are nationwide, from national

contracts to struggles against attacks coming down on
the masses of people from the government, such as the
present cutbacks in unemployment compensation.

For these reasons the idea of forming a national
workers organization has struck a responsive chord

among those workers who are involved in struggle and
want to fight for the interests of the working class.

And because the formation of a national workers organ

ization will provide an important weapon in the hands
of the workers to advance their struggle to a new level,
the basis exists for significant numbers to be won to
attend the founding convention and from there to at

tract workers to its ranks from around the country.
One important feature of the national workers

i organization will be that it will be a place where those
workers who see themselves as part of a class in battle

with the capitalists can discuss and struggle over exact
ly what the interests of the working class are and how
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to carry-out the fight. This discussion and struggle
is part of what will give the organization a lively inter
nal life and help to advance the understanding of its
members.

At the Cleveland meeting, for example, there was
lively discussion over whether the purpose of the na
tional workers organization should be just building
solidarity between the struggles different sections of
workers are waging now in their industries and unions

or whether, while taking up this task, the organization
must aim to bring workers into the fi^t against every
manifestation of oppression the masses of people face

in society, concentrating the force of the working class

on major battles at every point in the struggle.
The main struggles workers are presently engaged in

center around the fight to defend their standard of

living, working conditions, etc., in the face of all the
efforts made by the capitalists to t^ to squeeze more .
out of their labor. The strikes and other forms of re

sistance that arise out of this conflict are important

sparks to be built on in advancing struggle throughout

the working class—as was the case, for example, in the

massive wildcat strikes waged among mineis that won
widespread support. The formation of the national

workers organization will make it easier to fulfill this
important task, in the face of the constant efforts of
the capitalists and the top union officials to promote
every possible division among workers and to narrow

the scope of and stomp out these struggles.

Strongest Force Against Oppression

-At the same time workers are not only attacked on
the job, but, along with other sections of the people,
are victims of aHrthe abuses that grow out of the capi
talist system of exploitation.

Especially as workers come to see that the same
class of exploiters who torment them on the job daily
are responsible for all of the injustices and oppression
in society, they see the need to hit back against each
of these abuses, and join together with others through
out society to do so. This is the basis for the national
workers organization: to take up more than just the
resistance the workers are forced to wage on the job

and in their unions, to help the workers movement
more and more take on the character of a fight against .

all oppression and to play the leading role within that
overall fight. As workers increasingly take up the
battles against different manifestations of oppression—
and do so in a more organized way—it not only streng- '
tliehs the movement of the working class itself, but

gives great inspiration and encouragement to all those:
who suffer at the hands of the ruling class.

The working class is the most powerful force in
society. Not only does it create the vast bulk of so
ciety's wealth, but it is welded together in the process
of production and in its daily battles. Since as a class -
it has no interests in any type of exploitation or oppres
sion, as a class it is the most consistent opponent of •
oppression in all its forms. This fact of modern society
constantly reasserts itself in a thousand ways and is
felt, to one degree or another, not only by the workers
themselves (and of course the capitalists, who tremble at
every stirring of the workers), but by people through
out society. The formation of this organization and
the subsequent strengthening of the working class'
ability to fight on all fronts will be an important part
of spreading resistance to the capitalists among broad
sections of people as they see coming into motion the
one force in society that is truly capable of turning
things upside down.

Resistance to oppression is a fundamental feature
of all class society, and as the crisis intensifies, as the
masses of people are asked to sacrifice more and more
to the needs of the profit system, their resistance will

Continued on page 20
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Workers Org...
Continued from page 19
grow. What is still lacking in this country today is the
working class as an organized force, under its own ban
ner and in its own class interests, entering the battles
raging in society as part of its overall struggle against
the capitalist exploiters. This is what will give strength
and solidity to all the various battles. As the Programme
of the Remlutionary Communist Party puts it, ttie
more resolutely the working class fights for its inter
ests as a class, the broader the sections of the people
it will win to stand with it in this fight against the
capitalists.

Relationship to Party

Another important question that was dealt with at
the Cleveland meeting, and which will continue to
come up as the national workers organization is being
born and grows, is the relationship between this organ
ization and the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP),
which is helping to initiate it.

The national workers organization will not be, of
course, a communist organization. Most of the workers
in the U.S. today who see the need for systematic and
organized struggle against the capitalists, who see the
need for the fight against all oppression, do not yet see
the need for the forcible overthrow of the rule of the
capitalists, to build socialism and advance to commun
ism.

As the political party of the working class, the
RCP takes on the responsibility of giving leadership to
the struggle of the working class (and Its allies) on all
fronts. Communists do not lead the workers move

ment according to whim or fancy (and those phony
"revolutionaries" who attempt to do so always end up
isolated from the working class and acting as an obstacle
to its struggle). The movement of the working class
stems from the actual relations In capitalist society
that compel the workers into struggle just as they com
pel the capitalists to attack the workers and the masses

of people.

The Party can play its vanguard role only insofar as
it helps build the actual struggle of the working class,
helps advance it by grasping the laws governing its ac
tual development, and on that basis bring to the work
ers the understanding of the ultimate product of the

class struggle; revolution and the abolition of exploita
tion of man by man.

To do this the Party participates in and helps build
many forms of organization of the working class and
other sections of the people—the trade unions, rank and
file caucuses and other organizations in the work pla
ces, organizations formed to fight particular abuses

(like police repression or deportations, etc.). Precisely

Unemployed...
Continued from page 4

what the capitalists are seeking'to do is reduce the work
ers to the shantytowns tha.t came to be known as "Hoo-

vervilles" during the 1930$. That same evening the dem
onstration at the Meany award dinner was held.

In the course of the campaign some advances were

also made in building unity between employed and

unemployed. On the Initiative of the rank and file,

resolutions were passed against the cuts and against the
slave labor provision In several locals, often in the course

of sharp struggle with the local union heads.
From their experiences in fighting blow for blow

against the bill, people saw more clearly the nature of
the struggle and the possibility and necessity of get-

\ting organized. UWOC organizations'grew qualitatively
in their numbers and influence in many cities, and a

new chapter was developed off the campaign in Wash

ington, D.C., a city filled with unemployed construc
tion workers and maids laid off from the big hotels.
The campaign against the cuts was a good example of

waging big battles with small organized forces—and In
creasing the forces as well as the general sense of organi
zation in the process.

Next Phase of Struggle

All this will be brought to bear in the next phase of
struggle. Against the bourgeoisie's attempts in this
period to crush the working class into the dirt and
rally people'behind its banner of "We refuse to pay
these guys not to work," the unemployed organized
into UWOC will be raising '^Union Jobs at Union
Wages." Oiapters are drawing up plans now to turn
this slogan Into a battlecry. and carry this demand into
every job program they set up at below union wage,
into every unemployment center where workers are
being forced into slave wage jobs, onto every picket
line in unity with workers who are fighting wage cuts
and union busting. At ths seme time, they wili also
raise,"Down vvith die Slave-Wage Provision of P. L.
95-19," and will be organizing around this demand at
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because the national workers organization will be such
an important weapon in the hands of the working class,
the RCP sees helping to build it as one of its crucial
tasks in the period ahead.

One important part of the life of the national work
ers organization will be that it will enable large num
bers of workers and communists to discuss and struggle
over what questions the working class must take up,
what the line of march must be, and where the struggle
is heading. As the struggle advances, as it must, into a
more overall onslaught of the working class against
the exploitation and oppression of the capitalist system,
the questions will sharpen among large numbers of
workers about what the ultimate aims of the working
class struggle are, what will be necessary for the work
ing class to achieve its emancipation.

As workers take up the fight to change society, and
do so in a more and more organized and all-round way,
an increasing number will come to see more clearly
what it means for the working class to fight for its
class interests and, in the process of debating out in the
midst of battle what these interests are, come to see
the central role of the working class, its strength and
power, and its ability to rule and remake society.

In the course of debating these questions, while con
tinuing to build the struggle among ever broader sec
tions of people, many of the workers Vvho join the
national workers organization will come to agree with
the full Programme of the RCP, and the Party will take
in fresh members from the ranks of the most active

and class conscious fighters. In this process the Party
will also be able to deepen its understanding of the ob
jective situation in the country, of the sentiments and
understanding of the masses of workers, and on this
basis be better able to fulfill its role as the political
vanguard of the working class leading it to complete
emancipation.

. Build the National Workers Organization!

The working class stands on the verge of making an
important leap forward in its struggle, building an or
ganization whose very formation will bring together
workers from around the country who are actively In
volved in battles on many fronts and will enable these
struggles to be built more broadly, as campaigns of the
working class. And the organization will grow in signi
ficance as the workers struggle which spawned it also

_ grows, providing an important.center'of leadership
within the working class to pull together its strength
and struggles.

The enthusiasm with which workers in Cleveland
took up the task of calling for a national workers organ
ization and the growing response of workers around
the country to the call Is testimony to the fact that
the formation of the national workers organization is
a pressing need of the struggle, truly a bold step for
the working class in advancing its struggle, and a step
that will succeed. ■
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the unemployment centers and, when the time is right,

in every shop and union. In this way and in connec

tion with fighting through on state-by-state benefit
cuts, the working class will raise its demand for Jobs
or Income-jobs from government or Industry at wages
workers can live on, or enough income to cover the
cost of living for all periods of unemployment-and that
demand will come alive in these struggles and become

a material force.

To help build these struggles, sum up the situation,
and strengthen organization by consolidating off the
actual advances made in the last campaign, UWOC will
be holding a national delegates conference in the middle
ofJune. The conference will include elected delegates

from each chapter and be open to the participation of
all unemployed workers who are interested in building
the organized struggle of the'unemployed.

While waging these struggles, the working class will .
be keeping its eye on OOTober 31, when the remaining
federal extension will be cut and thousands driven off
benefits after 39 weeksi The war continues, but the
unity, the conscious o/ganized strength of the unemploy
ed, as part of the working class movement, made great
strides in the battle. Being able to see further and
clearer, the core of conscious organizers has grown
more solid. The strengthening of this core will greatly
strengthen, the struggle of the unemployed, enabling
more and more workers to come into the battle, n

Continued from page 9
from Sparrows Point, some local presidents came out-
sidp and spoke against the ENA and the deal Abel was
trying to push through, Already some of the anger boil
ing up among the workers in the mills is beginning to '
build up steam.

Local Issues

The national contract left undecided a number of lo
cal Issues that will be dealt with in local contracts. But
In addition to these issues, the whole general dissatisfac
tion with the national contract is being reflected in
strong sentiments in favor of local strikes in many plac
es. ■

Republic'Steel in Chicago is likely to go out. In U.S.
Steel's Chicago Southworks, the Local voted to protest
the national contract, and when the question of ratify
ing the local contract came up, the president was forced
to call off the meeting. One local at Bethlehem Steel's
Sparrows Point (Md.) plant voted unanimously for a lo
cal strike. In a number of other mills workers are clrcu-
lating petitions calling for local strike votes.

The bitterness against the sellout runSj,deep. But at
the same time the fact that the rank and file has no vote
on the matter and the general grip that the, Abel ma
chine has on the rank and file has meant that many
workers don't see how anything can be done about it
or any alternative to just trying to make the best of it.
The union leadership has yet to really get its propagan
da machine into gear around the contract, which means
.that some of the hardest fought controversy around it
is yet to come.

To help the sentiment against the sellout take a con
crete and organized form, people around The Steelwork-
er national newsletter have put out "ballots" which are
being passed out to steel workers in large quantities,
with a box to vote the contract up or down. At U.S.
Steel's Southworks, in one day alone, 494 workers turn
ed in "ballots" and only 16 of them voted in favor'of
the contract. In addition to leaflets, aSteetworker
broadsheet on the contract and other agitation, the
"ballots" are an important way of making steel workers'
sentiments visible and felt. They are being collected to
be presented at a demonstration against the contract The
Steelworkeris calling in Pittsburgh on April 22, which
will include a march at the headquarters of the Intema-
tional Union and U.S. Steel, demanding that there be no
more takeaways and that the International meet ail re
quests for authorization of local strikes, and building the
movement against the sellout.

This contract is a big step backward for steel workers.
But the contract battles" In the mills have only just begun,
and the companies and theFr union henchmen are finding
that a signed contract doesn't mean the workers have re
signed themselves to being sold out. ■

IndyAuto...
Continued from page 10
court orders limiting pickets. On top of it all the courts
were talking about a $238,000 a day fine against the Lo
cal as long as they stuck it out. Still the workefs held
firm.

Need for Organization

Butthe actions of the UAW International, especially

of Doug Fraser, to crush the strike were too much for
the workers to break through at this'time. Without a
rank and file organization bringing together the advanc
ed workers to sum up and help lead the struggle, syste

matically exposing traitors like Fraser and spreading
the struggle to other plants, the UAW International was

able to spread just enough dissension and confusion in ,

the Local to break the strike.

The struggle at Local 1226 Is not over, however. The
terms of going back in are that all 23 elected officers-
and reps are fired. And around this blatant effort to

bust up the whole Local the International UAW and

Doug Fraser stand exposed as the company representa
tives they are.

Workers at Local 1226 are summing up the need for
more rank and file organization and with the help of

other auto workers are continuing the struggle. Auto
Workers United to Fight (AWUF) is circulating petitions
against the International's actions and in support of Lo
cal 1226. These are going out nationwide to workers at

all the auto companies. There are demonstrations plan

ned at regional offices around the country, and atSoli
darity House. As AWUF said in a leaflet calling for sup
port, "...it must become tfie fight of all auto workers.
Those who have remained silent up to now must speak
out. This is union busting, with the top leadership of

our union taking the lead....Stond Up to the Internation-

all Stand Up for Local 12261" (For copies of the peti
tion, or further information, get in touch with AWUF,
[313] 893-8350.) ■
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