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Building a National

Workers Prepare
Bold Step Forward
On February 19, 170 workers from cities around

the country gathered in Cleveland to take a bold step-
calling for the formation of a national workers organi
zation. The meeting was lively, full of discussion and
struggle over what the purpose and role of such an or
ganization will be. After the meeting the workers left
for their factories and hometowns armed with a deeper
understanding of why forming this national workers
organization will represent a real leap forward in the
struggle of the working class, and with a call directed
to workers all around the country urging them to take
up the task of forming the new organization and
gather in Chicago on Labor Day weekend for a founding
convention.

As the call points out, "This organization must be
firmly rooted in the struggles in the plants and indus
tries, against speedup, wage cuts and the other attacks
that come down there." But the workers in Cleveland
set their sights higher than simply an organization to
lead these fights. As the call goes on to point out,
"At all times we need a vehicle to rally the ranks of
our working class inside and outside the unions to
deal with the burning questions that face us—the threat
of war, unemployment, discrimination, and countless
other attacks on the Job and throughout society."

Running through the discussions in Cleveland, and-
something tiiat will continue to come up as the mo
mentum builds for the founding convention in Chica
go, are questions about what exactly the situation is
facing the workers today, where does the struggle of
the working class presently stand, and what must be
done to advance that struggle.

Over the last several years the main contradictions

in U.S. society, most importantly the fundamental
division in society between the working class and the
capitalist class, have been sharpening. Bourgeois myths
about the "great American middle class" are evapora
ting in the heat of the sharpening antagonism between
the working class and the capitalist class. As the cri
sis of capitalism has deepened, the capitalists have been
driven by the very workings of their system to further
attack the working class, trying to drive down wages,
force-through speedup, compulsory overtime and other
means to squeeze ever more profit out of the labor of

the workers. "Official" unemployment rates of 8%
and higher are no longer front page news but a "fact
of life" of bourgeois society, and even this steady
putrification Is punctuated by violent dislocations in
the economy, as goods pile up unsold and massive lay
offs hit the workers.

And, of course, the attacks on the masses of people
are not restricted to the plants and mills. As the decay
of the capitalist system deepens, the masses are forced
to foot the bill in a thousand ways, from the closing
of schools and hospitals to the deterioration of neigh
borhoods and whole cities, and hand-in-hand with this
come efforts by the ruling class to enforce it, through
mounting police terror, attacks on organizations of
the masses and in other ways.

The country is going to hell at a faster and faster .
rate, and people know it. The deterioration of society,
the increased exploitation and intensified attacks on

the masses of people give rise to resistance, and workers
seek the ways to,make that resistance more organized,
more powerful and more directed. The formation of

a national workers organization will serve as a magnet

Seize the Time in *77t

Call For a National

Workers Orgartization
The following call from the Organizing Committee

for a National Workers Organization has been sent to
workers' organizations in many industries and areas

and is being distributed in the tens of thousands to

workers across the country—Ed.

Fellow workers,

VUbrking people are catching hell on all sides. Millions
walk the streets unemployed, while those on the job
are driven harder and faster. The threat of war hangs
over our heads like a dark cloud. Our cities, schools-,

and neighborhoods are falling apart. Inequality and
discrimination are rampant on the job and throughout
society. We are caught in a vise between the crime

that stalks the streets and the terror of the police. Our •

very labor is stolen and twisted into a means to tighten
the chains of oppression on us. Everything is sacri
ficed to the god of profits. The result is continued
chaos and suffering for the great majority of people.

The class of profit seekers tells us that these are
separate problems, faced by small and isolated groups

of people. They try to divide us by industry, union,
nationality and other ways. But these problems all
come from one source—their class and their system.
We are one class, men and women of ail nationalities
with one common interest in fighting all this.

We have fought these attacks in a hundred different
ways, from filing a grievance to battles throughout in
dustries and in our unions, to nationwide strikes in the

coalfields, auto and rubber plants. We have battled
their attempts to cut our unemployment benefits,

stood up to their police terror, and raised our voices
against military aggression and threats of war in South
east Asia, Southern Africa, the Middle East and else
where. In the summer of '75 we marched over 3,000

strong in the streets of Philadelphia on July 4th, the
day the rulers of this country celebrated 200 years of
their rule. We rallied around our own banner declar

ing: "We've Carried the Rich for 200 Years—Let's Get
Them Off Our Backs!" And we have built organiza

tions to wage these battles.
In the advances we have made, we have come up

against the fact that the attacks we face and the battles
we must wage, still are bigger than the organization
owe havedeveloped. We need a national organization
of workers, that rallies and solidifies the active fighters
from our class to mobilize the millions of workers in

the plants of this country into a mighty force, fighting
every key battle, and rallying others behind them. We
need an organization that can unleash the potential

strength and power that exists in the plants, mines
and mills where millions of us are concentrated, turn

ing every factory into a fortress of struggle.
Now is the time to take a bold step. Now is the

time to unite our fighting ranks ali across the country.

Now is the time to build one national organization, an
organization of the v/orking class ofpeople to serve as
a united center of leadership in ali the battles we face,

that mobilizes the strength and power of the miiiions
in our class. Only the working class has the power,
only we have the strength, only we can forge the unity

' to stop the way things are going, to turn things in this
country around.

On February 19th, workers from around the coun
try gathered in Cleveland, Ohio to build this impor

tant organization. From the struggles in the coalfields
in West Virginia, the steel mills in Gary, the auto plants

in Detroit, the fields in California, out of the many
battles our class Is waging we came determined to take

this vital and necessary step. On February 19th, we
resolved to hold a convention on Labor Day, 1977 in

Chicago, Illinois to launch this organization, and we
laid the beginning plans for this.

The organization must be firmly rooted in the strug

gles in the plants and industries, against speedup, wage
cuts and the other attack/that come down there. This

is not a call for a new union, or an organization to re

place the unions. An important part of our fight is
to break the chains the union officials put on our

struggles, kick the traitors out, and fight to make the
unions into weapons in the hands of the rank and file.

But that is not all—we must have an organization that
is rooted in the plants and Industries, an organization
geared to mobilizing our ranks around campaigns of
our entire class. Think what it would have meant if
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in the midst of these developing struggles, drawing to
gether fighters from fre working class and enabling
them to build the various sparks of struggle constantly
arising into campaigns of th'e working class. By doing
this, this organization will be able to serve as a catalyst
helping to bring ever broader masses of people into
motion.

The workers who are coming forward to be a part
of this new.organization are precisely those who are
most actively involved in battle and in mobilizing their
fellow workers. In many industries and areas around
the country particularly sharp struggles have broken
out in the last period. The hard fought rubber strike
of 1976 saw tens of thousands of workers holding out
for several months in the face of extreme hardship and
winning significant gains. The struggle of the rank and
file auto workers around their 1978 contract forced a

nationwide strike of Ford Motor Company, and in the
course of this battle workers in auto for the first time
in decades were able to unite their ranks on a national
basis against the sellout plans of the top union leader
ship and were able to organize a big "no" vote on the
sellout contract, the largest ever "no" vote on a na- " ■
tiona) contract in that industry. More recently, the
steel industry has been the scene of a beginning up
surge of struggle which was focused in the recent elec

tion campaign where the rank and file put up a real
fight against the I.W. Abel union bureaucracy which
has been shackling their struggle for years; this struggle
is right now continuing in the protest against the Abel
machine's signing of a blatant sellout contract and in
the fight around local contracts.

In New York City resistance has mounted to attacks
on the working class and the masses of people spawned
by the "city crisis." In San Francisco workers have
helped beat back attempts to evict retired Filipino
and Chinese workers from the International Hotel in a
battle that has taken on major proportions throughout
the San Francisco Bay Area. In Milwaukee the long
and hard fought meatcutters' strike of a year ago galva
nized thousands of workers In the fight against the com
panies' union busting, taking on more of the character
istics of an overall fight between classes.

In the course of battles, large and small", workers
come .forward who see the need to fight for the
interests of the working class, not just in the im-
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during the Civil Rights Movement, the Vietnam War,
or the recent strikes of auto, mining, and rubber
workers, we had an organization to mobilize the
strength of the working class on a national level in
these fights.

The question has been raised; how can we do some
thing this big; maybe we should clean up our own
backyards first?

Yes, we have to clean house wherever we can. But
how can Our backyard be kept clean when it's sitting
in the middle of a garbage dump? With millions laid
off, the threat of war, and our futures and children's
future pointing to more of the same and worse, we
have to deal with the entire garbage dump. If we don't,
who will?

There are some who ask, do we really need such an
organization now; maybe we should just concentrate
on changing our unions? It is true our unions have
been ripped off and we must fight to retake them.
But we cannot and will not wait to kick the rats off

our union ship before we stand up for ourselves. The
enemy we face is more than the traitors who have

seized our unions and the battles we must wage are
bigger than the fight to control our unions. At all
times we need a vehicle to rally the ranks of our work
ing class inside and outside the unions to deal with the

burning questions that face us—the threat of war, un
employment, discrimination, and countless other at

tacks on the job and throughout society. At any given
time we need to use this vehicle to concentrate the

forces of our class against the main forms of these at
tacks. We must take these battles head on, relying on
the strength that we have as a single united class with:
one common interest.

There are some who say that building a national
workers organization is a good idea, but ask is it really
possible?

The fact is that It is impossible to continue going
forward by fighting only in smaller groups and local
battles, isolated from each other. If we can fight so
hard in hundreds of smaller battles involving thousands
and even millions of people, why not make this step

that will allow us to move these' thousands and millions

in a more unified and co-ordinated way?

Yes, this is a bold step, but the times and conditions

call for, demand it. It can be done, but it is up to us
to do it. Area organizing committees are being set up
in every part of the country to rally our fellow workers
to this course.

We must get down to the business of getting our
class organized, taking all the necessary steps to pre

pare for theifounding convention in Chicago on Labor
Day. We must mobilize the largest numbers of our
class brothers and sisters around this cause.

Seize the Time in '77—

Build a National Workers Organization!

On to Chicago Labor Day Weekend I


