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Celebrate the Victories

Of the Working Class!
Carry Forward the

Rewohitionary Tradition
During the month of October, the Revolutionarv

Communist Party will be sponsoring meetings in many
cities across the country celebrating the anniversaries
of two great achievements of the international working
class—the victory of the Russian October Revolution

In 1917 and the Chinese Revolution in October 1949.

These celebrations have been held for several years
now, and play an important part in the struggle here,
in particular in strengthening the Party and the ad
vanced forces of the working class.

This year these meetings will focus on the interna
tional situation and the struggle, stand and tasks of the
working class in the face of the growing threat of world

war. World war, while posing great dangers and hard
ships forthe working class, also places before it great
possibilities to advance, to break the constant pattern
of wars and depression the capitalist system drags it
into. All this was powerfully shown by the experience
of the masses of Russia and China, who came through
sudi wars with revolutionary victories.

This year these meetings will be held under the slo
gans: Celebrate the Victories of the Working Class! and

Carry Forward the Revolutionary Traditionl
The Party in local areas will be scheduling the time

and place of these events. ■
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peace all along, but because the U.S. was defeated mill-
tarify and politically by the Vietnamese and the mass
anti-war movement in the U.S.-a movement that was

built and gained tremendous power outside the elec-'
toral process and threatened tremendous social upheaval.

There are countless other examples of politicians

attempting to claim credit for what they were forced to
do by the struggle of the people, or to deny that they
will let happen what the laws of the system make inevit
able.

The capitalist system will be driven to crisis and to
war no matter who is president. Capitalists can be for

ced to make concessions to the struggles of the masses

whoever is president—and they will be forced to try
and take back those concessions, to intensify their
exploitation of the masses, whoever is president.

Now, as the 76 elections approach the "solutions"
the capitalists came up with to resolve earlier crises
are becoming millstones around their necks. They are
in a serious economic crisis and their worldwide empire
is challenged by freedom-minded nations and capitalist
rivals as well, especially the USSR. They have no choice
in the course of action they must follow: squeeze more

profits from the labor of the working class apd step up
their competition with their foreign competitors, while
arming forthe inevitable showdown with them.

"Follow Us"

To do all this they have to rally the masses of people
to their banner, to make them feel that these are their
problems, even their fault, and to persuade them that
the way out is to follow the leadership of the capitalists
and make the many sacrificesthat are needed.

This is why the "democratic system of election" is
so vital to the capitalists. It is the main means they
have for dressing up their system of exploitation and
oppression in the costume of "the will of the majority"
-and trying to convince people they have a stake in it.
It is a channel into which they try to divert ail the
discontent and anger, at! the frustrated aspirations and
struggle their system generates. And in doing so they

try to appeal to the sincere desire of many workers to

believe their oppression can be ended by some other
way than a revolution to overthrow the rulers.

The capitalists have proved time and again that
they will not hesitate to use open force to beat back
the struggles of the people if they deem.it necessary.
If they have to they will rule the country by naked

armed terror rather than give up their profits and

their rule, but it is easier for them if they can convince
people that the "fair workings of the democratic process"
will take care of everyone's interests.

The people are given a vote, but for the capitalist
class as a whole, whether a particular politician wins
or loses the election is relatively unimportant. Dif
ferent capitalists or groups of capitalists 'may prefer—
or own a bigger piece of-a given candidate, but
each one has been selected and built up on the basis

of his ability to serve the interests of their class
once in office. And all of them, win or lose, spread
the ideas the capitalists want the people to absorb
and serve as a lightening rod to defuse their struggle.

Although no significant section of the capitalist
class supported George McGovern in 1972, they were
happy with and helped finance his candidacy which
tried to channel the mass movement against the

war in Vietnam Into the election process and let it

rest there. Ronald Reagan did not represent the views
of the majority of the ruling class on exactly how
their interests were to be defended throughout the

world at this time, but Reagan played a very important
role in beating the war drums and telling people that
"like it or not" we are faced with the reality of
sacrificing to defend the U.S. empire.

A lot of people do not buy this "salvation through
the democratic process" because it contradicts a lot
of daily experience. But the same view is pot forward
in other forms, especially the lesser of two evils line. .
"Why not vote for Carter, he can't be worse than Ford.
We've got to have one of them anyway."

But the lesser of two ewls is just a recipe for accepting
evil, and the way things afe going that means worse and
worse evil. It's not a chojice the working class can afford
to accept. The road forward for the working class does
not end in the voting booth, but leads to struggle, to
battle the capitalists and their attacks at every turn and
to reject their traps and phoney solutions. This is the
road of taking matters into our own hands, of revolu
tionary struggle against the capitalists and their whole
system of class exploitation and sham democracy. ■

important
Conference
Planned

An event of great importance is taking shape in New
York City. A very broad range of forces from around
the country including the Revolutionary Communist
Party is coming together to convene a conference oh

the international situation, war, revolution, and the in
ternationalist tasks of the American people.

The conference is significant because it will draw to
gether the main different views and programs on the
international situation. This will be the first time that

such a broad range of views have gotten together in
years. The purpose of the conference will be to clarify
and debate the main trends on this most timely issue.
A call has beemsigned by many forces and is being

circulated among broad numbers of progressive and
revolutionary minded peoples and organizations. As
the call states:

"These (questions around the international situation)
are life and death questions. The world is in great tur-'

moil, with contradictions sharpenirig on all continents
and all countries. The very forces who through struggle
stood together against the U.S. ruling class in Vietnam
in the 1960s now debate: putting forward different
analyses, different answers, different directions for ac

tions and struggle. And now, just as then, the actions
of the masses can make the crucial difference in the

struggles worldwide,
"There is an urgent need to both sharpen and broad

en the debate to put the different views and ideas and

trends squarely and clearly before the greatest number
of people."

To overcome the obstacles involved in bringing such

a broad group together and insure a disciplined and
productive conference the debate is being developed

along the three general trends that presently exist on
this question. First, the position that says that U.S.
imperialism is the main enemy of the vast majority of

peoples of the world, and the Soviet Union is either a

friend, neutral, or lesser character in shaping world
events, and stressing that the main blow be directed
against U.S. imperialism in support of liberation strug

gles around the world. Second, that the contention
between the two superpowers is heating up and push
ing things toward world war while the prospects for
revolution are increasing, and inside the U.S. the main
blow should be directed against U.S. Imperialism, while
opposing it and social imperialism on a world scale.
And third, that the contention between the two super

powers is the chief determinant of events, while the
factors for revolution are also growing, and that the

USSR is variously the main danger, the main enemy,
the most dangerous, etc., and should be the focus of
the main blow of the peoples' struggles around the

world, while opposing U.S. imperialism.

The groups discussing the conference agree that it
must be tightly structured and debated along the three
lines to avoid any forces from taking advantage of the
broadness to push their own group instead of dealing
with the issues.

Afterthecall has been circulated it will be released .

and public propaganda, posters, educatlonahmateriai.
put out to build for^the conference which is scheduled
for JMew York City, November 13th. ■

This issue of Revolution is being published two'
weeks later than usual because of the time requir

ed to produce the special supplement on the life
an^l contributions of Mao Tsetung. The next
issue, Volume 2, Number 1, Revolution will come
out on October 15, resuming the normal schedule.
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