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DEFEAT THE 'LEFT' OPPORTUNIST, MENSHEVIK LINE OF PRRWO-RWL ' 
PART II

Our ability as Marxist-lenmists to understand what 
is propaganda and what is agitation and to correctljr 
develop both m our practice are extremely impor­
tant in this period The very creation of our future 
party hinges upon this The formulation "propagan­
da is the chief form of activity m this period” is 
being used by many forces Among these forces 
are the right opportunists of OL and WVO and the 
"left” opportunists of PRRWO/RWL We uphold that 
this formulation is correct The problem has been 
that the right opportunists as well as the "left" 
opportunists have in practice liquidated this posi­
tion In addition, these groups don't even under­
stand what is propaganda or agitation, nor do they 
understand what is the relation between the two, 
neither do they, in practice, make good propagan­
da or agitation

WHAT IS PROPAGANDA? WHAT IS AGITATION?

When all these groups speak of propaganda and agi­
tation, they refer to Plekhanov's formulation which 
Lenin puts forth in WHAT IS TO BE DONE? Thus 
we see in all their publications the famous quote

"A propagandist presents many ideas to 
one or a few persons, an agitator presents 
only one or a few ideas, but he presents 
them to a mass of people '

What is to be done ? Page 82 Foreign 
Languages Press

Without any concern for the type of ideas to which 
Plekhanov and Lenin are referring to, and without 
any preoccupation as to how the propagandist and 
agitator transmit these ideas, groups like PRRWO 
have reduced this question to a mere formulation 
spouted by their cadres at the May Day Coalition 
as "propaganda is many ideas to the few and agita­
tion is few ideas to the many" and that’s it If we 
see this from such a mechanical point of view, only 
the number of ideas involved would matter From

A striking nurse aide at Columbia Presbyterian 
Hospital beaten bv police while defending her 
rights See cage 2

this point of view, it would be enough 
to include many topices in a newspaper 
article or in a leaflet to make it a pro­
paganda piece Hence, The Call(OL's 
paper) would be "propaganda” because 
it deals with many topics e g strikes 
national liberation struggles, party 
building, social-imperialism, war, fa- 
cism, etc, , and Palante (PRRWO's pa­
per) would be "agitation” because it 
deals only with purges But this is an 
incorrect way of looking at this question 
Lenin, as a matter of fact, explains 
clearly what is propaganda, what is 
agitation and the relation between both 
We are including this long, and hardly 
known, much less understood and ap­
plied, passage from The Tasks of the 
Russian Social Democrats:

Continued in Page 4

IN LOS ANGELES

W VO.’S FORUM BACKFIRES

V

On Friday, June 11th, the Workers Viewpoint Orga­
nization sponsored a forum in Los Angeles, Cali­
fornia This was part of a series of forums wh ich 
that organization sponsored throughout the country 
The participants at this forum were WVO and the 
Boston Chapter of The February First Movement 
(FFM) which, based on the line they defended left 
no doubts that that chapter is WVO's student appen­
dage in that city

The Boston Chapter of FFM made the first presen­
tation which concentrated on the OL It specifica­
lly criticized OL's position on "bussing", the ERA, 
etc Later, the FFM spoke of the "two contending 
trends", war and revolution, wmch according to 
them (and WVO) characterizes the present world 
situation, the right o" the Afro-american nation to 
self-determination and wrapped up their presenta­
tion with a call for "building the party on an ideo­
logical plane grasping the political line as "key 
link" The representative of FFM did not, at any 
time, mention the tasks of revolutionary students 
(FFM is a student organization), or the struggle 
between the different manifestations of the menshe- 
vik line which resulted in the division of their or­
ganization between those who support the "left" 
menshevik line of PRRWO-RWL and those who sup­
port the right menshevik line of WVO and the pur­
ging of some advanced elements

On their turn, WVO limited itself to reading pages 
upon pages from their recently published pamphlet 
After WVO's presentation, a period for polemics 
followed in which different communist organizations 
were asked to establish their points of unity and the 
differences whith the presentation ATM, IWK and 
ourselves proceeded to polemize with WVO on va­
rious aspects of the presentation In the polemics 
with ATM, WVO's representative recurred to ex­
cuses such as that he didn't know much about the 
strike that was being discussed because that was 
in San Francisco and he was from N ew York (the 
particular strike that was being discussed was that 
of the Moulders, See Revolutionary Cause and 
Workers Viewpoint to better understand the diffe­
rences between ATM and WVO m this respect)
There was also an attempt to justify their line on 
the basis that "you don't know the work that is ca­
rried out by our factory nuclei during that strike” 
We made it clear that in dealing with concrete ques­
tions, we would limit ourselves to specific instan­
ces in N Y where both organizations work and 
that m terms of practice we would lim't ourselves 
to the legal work both organizations so that excuses 
such as vou don t know what I do in secret ' could

not be used Of course we don't know But since 
it's a secret and we don't want to nor should maker 
it public, then we can’t justify our open errors with 
the clandestine successes

In our presentation, we raised three question to 
WVO and one to FFM Since he was unable to res­
pond to a"v of the four, the WVO representative 
became hysterical and resorted to calling us "agents 
of the bourgeoisie" We are putting them forth 
again through this medium so that our readers can 
learn from that experience with the opportunists 
of WVO

l) In their presentation, WVO pointed out that RWL 
had had a "right opportunist line for over two years' 
and that it wasn't till January that they turned 
"leftists" and became the "left" opportunists they 
are now WVO also pointed out that there were 
plans for merging RWL with WVO in December- 
January and that "due to the manueverings of 
PRRWO these plans were not carried through" We 
asked WVO How do you call an organization (WVO) 
which attempts to merge with another organization 
which has a right opportunis line (RWL) m Decem­
ber-January? We call this opportunism. What does 
WVO call it? We are still waiting for an answer 
It's obvious that when WVO was considering the or­
ganizational merger with an organization that they 
considered had a right opportunist line, it could 
not explain this without pointing to their own oppor­
tunism -their right opportunist line in party buildi- 
mg that sees the building of the Party as a merger 
of all opportunists in a unity without principles

continued on page 8
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This limits the Dominican revolutionaries partici­
pation in the revolutionary movement in the United 
States to primarily deal with those problems that 
affect the Dominican people This opens the door 
to narrow nationalism, something alien to Marxism- 
Leninism, which divides Marxist-Leninists and the 
working class Thus we can see the urgent need 
for the Dominican progressive and revolutionary 
movement to study and analyse the national question 
at the same time that Dominican workers become 
involved in the struggles of the mu ltinational work­
ing class in the United States Already we notice 
in the Dominican revolutionary movement, the 
disposition to study the national question as a pre­
liminary step towards the integration and partici­
pation of the honest Marxist-Lemmsts in the revo­
lutionary process in the United States

We, the Marxist-Lemmsts of other national minori- 
tes, have a role to play in this regard, helping 
other comrades to grasp the duty of Marxist-Lemn- 
lsts in this country regardless of differences be 
they of a national or any other nature In this man­
ner, we will be furthering the process of building 
a Communist Party of the new type in the United 
States, which will represent all national sectors 
which compose the working class in this country 
We will also be building unity among Marxist-Lemn- 
lsts around those tasks which this particular his­
toric period dictates Simultaneously as Dominican 
workers take part in the struggles of the working 
class movement in the United States, we will be 
furthering our task of winning the advanced elements 
of this section of the " dional movement to Com­
munism, in this manne* furthering the level of 
fusion betwĉ  the working class and communist 
movements

In the same manner, it is crucial that Marxist- 
Lei mists here n the Unitea States support and 
concretely aid the revolutionary struggles of the 
oppressed peoples of the colonies and dependent 
countries against imperialism, colonialism and 
hegemonism It is the task of Marxist-Lemmsts 
in the United States to raise the just cause of the 
Dominican people among the masses here and ob­
tain the support of the working class in the spirit 
of proletarian internationalism We have to demand 
that the Balguer dictatorship and their accomp ices 
the Yankee imperialists stop the >'ul a y occupa­
tion of t*'" Sine cato de Ammo P îtuario" (POASI) 
( a port's u ion) and the attacks against the work­
ing class movement as well as demand the immed­
iate and unconditional release of Phmo Matos,
Jorge Puello (El Men), Blanco Pena and all Domi­
nican political prisoners and a stop to political re­
pression in the Dominican Republic and the wave 
of terror that against the revolutionar, and the 
progressive people is being carried on Smp Yan­
kee imperialist plunder of the Dominican Republic' 
As comrade Engels teaches us that "no nation can 
be free if it oppresses other nations " At the same 
time, we must struggle for the democratic rights of 
the Dominicans in the United States - their right of 
work, equality of languages, etc

To the degree that > e are sucessful in fulfilling 
these and other tasks, we will be carrying out our 
struggle in the true spirit of proletarian interna­
tionalism Marxism-Leninism Mao Tse-Tung 
Thought teaches us that the development of the re­
volutionary process in the imperialist countries is 
intimately tied to the development of the revolutiona 
ary process in the dependent countries and the colo­
nies Conversely the development of the revolution­
ary process in the colonies and dependent countries, 
is intimately tied to the development of the revolu­
tionary process in the imperialist countries The 
greatest contribution of all Marxist-Lemmsts in 
the United States to the advancement of the strug­
gle in the Dominican Republic is at this moment 
the building of a multinational Communist Party in 
this country

LONG LIVE THE STRUGGLE OF THE 
DOMINICAN PEOPLE'

STOP THE REPRESSION OF 
REVOLUTIONARIES AND PATRIOTS IN 

THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC'

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM '

Continued from front page 

■ 1  PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

The socialist activities of Russian 
Social Deinociats consist in spreading by propaganda the 
teachings of scientific socialism m spreading among the 
vvoikers a proper understanding of the present social and 
economic ŝ sUm its basis and its development an under­
standing of the various classes in Russian society of their 
internlations of the struggle between these classes of the 
role of the working class in this struggle of its attitude to­
wards the declining and the developing classes, towards the 
past and the future of capitalism an understanding of the 
historical task of international Social Democracy and of 
the Russian working class Inseparably connected with prop­
aganda is agitation among the workers, which naturally 
comes to the forefront in the present political conditions of 
Russia and at the present level of development of the masses 
of workers Agitation among the workers means that the 
Social Democrats take part in all the spontaneous manifes­
tations of the working class struggle, in all the conflicts 
between the workers and the capitalists over the working 
day wages working conditions, etc , etc Our task is to 
merge our activities with the practical everyday questions 
of working-class life to help the workers understand these 
questions to draw the workers attention to the most im­
portant abuses to help them formulate their demands to 
the employers more precisely and practically, to develop 
among the workers consciousness of their solidarity, con­
sciousness of the common interests and common cause of all 
the Russian workers as a united working class that is part 
of the international army of the proletariat To organise 
study circles among workers, to establish proper and secret 
connections between them and the central group of Social- 
Democrats to publish and distribute working class liter­
ature, to organise the receipt of correspondence from all 
centies of the working class movement to publish agita­
tional leaflets and manifestos and to distribute them and 
to train a body of experienced agitators—such in broad 
outline are the manifestations of the socialist activities 
of Russian Sociai Democracy

And so we must qualify the many ideas in propagan­
da as "spreading the teachings of scientific socia­
lism", of Marxism-leninism M 1 0  Tse tung thought 
and qualifying agitation as 1) "taking part in the 
spontaneous struggles of the masses” and 2) helping 
the workers to understand the p-ob'ems they face, 
giving them political direction in their struggle ana 
promoting class consciousness and proletarian in­
ternationalism among them By so doing, we'll 
have a clearer and more complete understanding 
of both concepts And it is important that we emoha- 
size Lenin's categorical statement tha* "agitation 
is inseparably linked to propaganda” Yes, INSEPA­
RABLY This is why we have consistently critici­
zed the incorrect "ultra-leftist' postion of PRRWO 
that propaganda is not only the chief, bu1 the only 
form of activity in this period

Propaganda is understood by a numerically sma­
ller sector of people than is agitation In order to 
undei stand Marxism-leninism Mao Tse tung thought 
workers need a certain degree of ideological and 
political development tha' only through training can 
be achieved We can't forget one of the basic tea­
chings that "the socialist consciousness comes to ' 
the working class from outside " Thus, due to the 
comolexity of the problems dealt with in propagan­
da, relations and smuggle between classes, the 
S'ate, imoerialism and social-imperialism, the 
need for the party, the dictatorship of the prole­
tariat and socialism, etc , only the most advanced 
workers are in a position to understand the larger 
part of that propaganda, the average workers a le­
sser part and he less ad/anced workers very little

Lei it be clear that this is in 'erms of the contents 
of the propaganda We have to make this pom* very 
clear because many com-ades believe that the com­
plexity of propaganda is not only based on its con­
tents but that we also have to add to its complexity 
by using ’refined" language, lots of phrase monge- 
ring and twisted syntax That, comrades, has no­
thing to do with o-opaganda That is pure petty 
bourgeois windbag attitude The most revolutionary 
is not the one that best disguises the consents of his 
message and makes it more difficult to understand 
But on the contrary, those who make the formula- 
tioi m a clearer and simpler (not simolistic) way 
On this question G Dimitrov ooints out that

"Furthermore it most be borne in mind 
tha the masses cannot assimilate our 
decisions unless we learn to speak a lan­
guage which they understand We do not 
always knov nov 'o speak simoly, con­
cretely, in images which are familiar 
and intelligible to the masses We are 
still unable to refrain from abstract for­
mulas which we have learnt by ro'e As 
a matter of fact, if you look through our 
leaflets, newspapers, resolutions and 
theses, you will find tha1 they are often 
written in a language and style so heavy 
that they are difficult for even our party 
functionaries to understand, let alone 
the rank-and-file workers "

In the same speech, he adds

"When writing or speaking, always have 
m mind the rank-and-file worker who 
must understand you, must believe in 
your appeal and be ready to follow you 
You must have in mind those for whom 
you write, to whom you speak "

Georgi Dimitrov Report to the 7th Con­
gress of the Communist International

Hence we have to avoid confusing our inability to 
transmit an idea with the workers' capacity to un­
derstand and accept scientific socialism Let's 
not blame the workers for our incapacity and the 
sectarian way in which we write many times We 
have to end the "Doctoral thesis" style of writing 
that is so common m the communist movement in 
the United States

Our propaganda in this period, the period of the 
building of the party, has to be mainly directed to 
tha advanced so that we can win and consolidate 
them to communism We want to emphasize that 
"ma nly” does not mean "eqjally" nor "exclusive­
ly" Thus, we have to combat the right deviation 
in this question which belittles the role of the ad­
vanced and the role oc propaganda in relation to 
the advanced (WVO - OL) and the "left" deviation 
which views propaganda as only aimed at i 
vanced ( PRRWO - RWL ) The right deviat . 
which is the mam danger at this time, is subsu 
tuting agitation for propaganda and the liquic’ai ng 
the role o' the advanced, limiting the work to y ’re 
economist agitation among the masses The "left" 
devation completely liquidates agitation and the 
work among the average and less advanced workers 
and in practice it also liquidates propaganda which 
cannot exist separated from agitation Both devia­
tions adversely affect the process of fusion between 
the communist movement and the working class 
movement

"The separation of the working class mo­
vement and socialism give rise to weak­
ness and underdevelopment in each the 
theories of the socialists, unfused with me 
workers' struggle, remaineu nothing more 
than utopieas, good wishes and that had no 
effect on real life, the working ''lass move­
ment remained petty, fragmented, arJ. did 
not acquire political significance, was not 
enlightened by the advanced science of its 
time "

Lenin A Retrograde Trend in Russian 
Social Democracy Page 264 Complete 
Works

FUSION, MAIN DANGER

There have been a lot of arguing back and forth, bu* 
very little analyses in relation to what is the level 
of fusion between the communist movement and the 
working class movement in the U S today WVO

Continues on Page 5

"It is our duty always to intensify and broaden our v'ork and influence 
ami ng the masses A Communis1 who does no' do this is not r com­
munist No branch, group, or circle can be considered a com i'uni_t 
organization if it does noi do worx to 'his end steadily and regularly 
"Without this work, political activity would inevitably degenerate into 
a game, because this activity acqu res real importance for the pro'e- 
taria' oily when, and insofar as it arouses the mass of a definite 
class, w ns its interest, and mobilises it to ta.ee an active, foremost 
part m evei's

ON CONFOUNDING POLITICS WITH PEDAGOGICS
Lenin, Collected Works, Volume 3, pp 452-455
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sa y s  th a t  I t 's  ju s t  b eg inn ing  w h ile  PRRWO m ain ­
ta in s  th a t  i t 's  h ig h ly  ad v a n ce d  H ow ever, n e ith e r  
o rg an iz a tio n  p u ts  fo rth  th e  b a s is  fo r th e ir  p o s it io n  
O L, a s  a lw a y s .  Is rea d y  to  b u ild  th e  party  now In 
our u n d e rs ta n d in g , th e  a b s e n c e  of a com m unist 
p a rty  in  th e  U S  Is a n  u n d e n iab le  proof of th e  low  
le v e l  of fu s io n  b e tw een  bo th  m ovem ents W ith in  th e  
w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent th e  In flu en ce  of th e  com mu­
n is t  m ovem ent Is v ir tu a lly  n o n -e x is te n t  Even r e ­
v is io n is ts  and rig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  w ith  a l l  th e i r  t a i ­
ling  b eh in d  th e  m a s s e s  hav e  no re a l In flu en ce  In th e  
w orking c la s s  m ovem ent T hat is  why w ith in  th e  
w orking c la s s  reform ism  and  n o t r ig h t opportun ism  
o r re v is io n ism  is  th e  m ain  d an g e r  In our w ork w ith ­
in  th e  w orking c la s s  m ovem ent w e m ust d ire c t our 
m ain b low  a g a in s t  th e  labo r a r is to c ra c y  W ith in  
th is  m ovem ent th o s e  th a t  have  re a l In flu en ce  a re  
M ean y , F itz s im m o n s , G o tbaum , Leon D a v is ,e tc  
and  no t th e  OL and  WVO, no t to  m en tion  " u l tra -  
l e f t i s t s "  su c h  a s  PRRWO and  RWL, w hich  re a lly  
d o n 't  e x is t  fo r th e  w orking c l a s s  T h is d o es  n o t d e ­
ny  th e  f a c t  th a t  in  som e a re a s  of th e  coun try  or in  a 
p a r tic u la r  in d u s tr ia l s e c to r  or s e rv ic e  a re a  a r e v i ­
s io n is t  o r M enshev ik  o rg a n iz a tio n  m ay hav e  som e 
lim ite d  in flu en ce  in c lu d in g  being  in th e  le a d e rsh ip  
o f c e r ta in  s tru g g le s  In th o se  p a r tic u la r  c a s e s ,  
th e s e  o rg a n iz a t io n s , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  labo r a r i s to ­
c ra c y  a re  th e  ta rg e t  o f our m ain blow

T h is  is  n o t to  sa y  th a t  w e do n o t re c o g n iz e  th e  work 
b e in g  done in  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent by  M ar­
x i s t - l e n in i s t  o rg a n iz a t io n s ,  M a rx is t-L e n in is t c o l le c —  
t iv e s  and  M a r x is t - l e n in i s t  In d iv id u a ls , w hich  Is 
g ea red  to  fu se  th e s e  tw o g rea t m ovem ents The f ir s t  
and  th e  b ig g e s t s te p  in  th i s  fu s io n  Is co n c re tiz e d  
w ith  th e  b u ild in g  of th e  p a rty  T hat is  w hy w e d e ­
fen d  a s  co rrec t th e  fo rm u la tion  th a t  a l l  our work 
m ust be  s e e n  in th e  co n tex t of p a rty  b u ild in g  All 
our a c t iv i t ie s  m ust be s e e n  w ith in  th e  co n te x t o f how 
th e y  w ill a id  in a c c e le ra t in g  th i s  p ro c e s s  W hoever 
d e v ia te s  ev e n  a  l i t t l e ,  ev e n  for a m om ent is  o b je c t ­
iv e ly  a ffe c tin g  and  s a c r if ic in g  w h a t is  in  th e  b e s t  
in te r e s ts  of th e  w orking c l a s s  Lenin p o in ts  ou t

Our principal and fundamental task is to facilitate the 
political development and the political organisation of 
tie  woikmg class Those who push this task into the back­
ground who -o, use to subordinate to it all the special 
tasl s and particular methods of struggle are following 
a false path and causing serious harm tp the movement 
And it is being pushed into the Jbackground, firstly by 
those who call upon revolutionaries to employ only the 
forces of isolated conspiratorial circles cut off from the work­
ing-class movemeut m the struggle against the government 
It is being pushed into the background secondly by those 
who rcstuct the content and scope of political propaganda 
agitation and organisation who think it fit and proper 
to treal, the wo"ktrs to politics on'y at exceptional mo­
ments m their li\es only on festive occasions, who too 
solicitously substitute Demands for partial concessions 
fiom the autocracy for tho political struggle against the 
autocracy and who do not go to sufficient lengths to ensure 
that these demands for partial concessions are raised to 
the s'atus of a nystemat c implacable struggle of a revolu­
tionary working class p-rtv against the autocracy

Lenin  C o lle c te d  W orks Vol 4 Pg 369

It w ould  do w ell to  po in t out th a t  w h ile  we ho ld  th a t  
a l l  our work m ust be  s e e n  in th e  co n tex t o f ou r c e n ­
t r a l  t a s k ,  w hich  is  p a rty  b u ild in g , th i s  q u ite  d if fe ­
ren t th in g  th a t  to  s a y  "our p r in c ip a l and  on ly  ta s k  
i s  to  b u ild  th e  party  (PRRWO) The f i r s t  p o s it io n  
re c o g n iz e s  th a t  b e c a u s e  our p r in c ip a l and  fu n d a ­
m en ta l ta s k  is  to  b u ild  th e  p a r ty , a l l  our w ork m ust 
b e  se e n  a s  a fun c tio n  of and  in th e  se rv ic e  of th i s  
t a s k  The seco n d  p o s it io n  is  p u re ly  " le f t in fa n t i ­
l i s m , p e tty  b o u rg eo is  id e a lis m , w h ich  re s u l t s  in th e  
liq u id a tio n  of a l l  th e  p ra c tic a l  a c t iv i t ie s  o f com mu­
n is t s

The righ t o p p o r tu n is ts  m ake eco n o m is t a g i ta t io n ,  craw  
craw ling  beh ind  th e  m a s s e s ,  th e i r  m ain ta s k  They 
se e  th e  p a rty  a s  an  ou tgrow th  of th e  m ass  m ovem ent 
T h is is  w hy OL a f te r  2 or 3 y e a rs  o f p u re ly  eco n o m is t 
p ra c tic e  c an  sa y  th a t  " the  o b jec tiv e  and  su b je c tiv e  
co n d itio n s  for th e  b u ild in g  of th e  party  a lre ad y  e x is t  ' 
T hat is  w hy WVO s p e a k s  of a m a ss  p a rty  w ith  a 
L e n in is t c o re " .  The c e n te r ,  we a ssu m e  w ill be WVO 
w hich  h a s  p rocla im ed  i t s e l f  to  be  an  " I r re v e rs ib le  
tre n d  and  th e  m a s s e s  w ill be co n v in ced  by m eans 
of th e i r  'C o e 'i t io n s  a g a in s t  th e  Budget C u ts  T h ese  
rig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  in  an  a ttem p t to  lim it th e  a c t iv i ­
ty  of th e  m a s s e s  to  m ere econom ic  s tru g g le s  a re  in 
p ra c tic e  s a c r if ic in g  th e  in d ep en d en ce  of th e  w orking 
c l a s s  and  co n v ertin g  i t  in to  a  m ere ap p en d ag e  of th e  
la b o r  a r is to c ra c y  an d  l ib e ra l  p o li t ic ia n s  , and  c o n ­
seq u en tly  o f th e  b o u rg e o is ie .  It is  w ith in  th i s  c o n ­
te x t  th a t  w e m ust a n a ly z e  th e  s lo g a n  U n ite  to  Ex­
p o se  of WVO a n d  th e  T ig h t  Sack  C o a litio n "  of th e  
OL Lenin s teaefaing-

It is  th e  t a s k  c f  th e  S o c ia l-D e m o c ra ts , by 
o rg an iz in g  t h e  w o rk e rs ,  by condu c tin g  p ro ­
paganda an d  a g i ta t io n  am ong th e m , to  tu rn

th e ir  sp o n ta n e o u s  s tru g g le  a g a in s t  th e i r  o pp re ­
s s o r s  in to  th e  s tru g g le  of th e  w hole c l a s s ,  
in to  th e  s tru g g le  of a d e f in ite  p o l i t ic a l  p a r ­
ty  fo r d e f in ite  p o li t ic a l  and  s o c ia l i s t  id e a ls  
T h is is  som eth ing  th a t  can n o t be ac h ie v e d  
by  lo c a l  a c t iv i ty  a lo n e  "
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is  d is to r te d  by th e  OL and  WVO in  o rder to  ju s t ify  
th e i r  p u re ly  eco n o m is t a g i ta t io n  am ong th e  m a s s e s  
an d  th e ir  le av in g  "p ro p ag an d a"  fo r c e r ta in  o c c a s s lo n s  
and  c e r ta in  p la c e s

The " le f t"  o p p o r tu n is ts  a re  no t an  a l te rn a tiv e  bu t a 
d ire c t com plem en t to  th e  r ig h t o p p o r tu n is ts  U nder 
th e  p re te x t o f w inning  th e  ad v a n ce d  w h ich  fo r them  
is  a ra re  an im al now here to  be fo u n d , th e s e  oppor­
tu n i s t s  do no t ca rry  any  ty p e  of p ropaganda  or a g i ­
ta t io n  am ong th e  m a sse s

S tick in g  pu re ly  to  th e  le t te r  of M arx ism -len in ism  
w ith o u t ta k in g  in to  a c c o u n t th e  co n d itio n s  u n d er 
w h ich  one o r an o th e r  p o s tio n  w as  pu t forw ard and  
w ith o u t b o th e rin g  ab o u t S ta l in 's  te a c h in g s  to  do 
'c o n c re te  a n a ly s i s  of c o n c re te  c o n d i t io n s " ,  "E very ­

th in g  d ep e n d s  on on p la c e ,  tim e  and  c o n d i t io n s " ,  
PRRWO-RWL a l le g e  th a t  in  th i s  period  no  a g i ta t io n  
ca n  be d ire c te d  a t  th e  m a s s e s  nore is  th e re  any  
n ee d  fo r "o rg an ic  c o n ta c t"  b e tw e en  th e  com m unist 
m ovem ent and  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent For them  
p ro p ag an d a  is  to  be a im ed  on ly  a t  th e  a d v a n c e d , no 
w ork n eed  be done w ith  th e  in te rm ed ia te  of th e  l e s s  
ad v a n ce d  u n ti l  a f te r  th e  p a rty  is  form ed They b a s e  
th e i r  p o s it io n  in  th a t  S ta lin  s a y s  th a t  in  th e  f i r s t  
period

" th e  p eriod  of th e  fo rm ation  of th e  v a n ­
g uard  (i e  th e  party) of th e  p r o le ta r ia t , th e  
period  of m u ste rin g  th e  P a r ty 's  c a d re s  In 
th i s  perio d  th e  P arty  w as  w eak  i t  had  a p ro ­
gram m e and  g en e ra l p r in c ip le s  of t a c t i c s ,  
bu t a s  a p a rty  of m a ss  a c tio n  i t  w as  w eak  
He ad d s  "The p r in c ip a l ta s k  of com m unism  
in  R u ss ia  in  th a t  p eriod  w as to  re c ru it in to  
th e  P arty  th e  b e s t  e lem e n ts  of th e  w orking 
c l a s s ,  th o s e  who w ere  m ost a c t iv e  an d  m ost 
d ev o ted  to  th e  c a u s e  of th e  p ro le ta r ia t  to  
form th e  ran k s  of th e  p ro le ta r ia n  p a rty  and  
to  pu t it  firm ly  on i t s  fe e t " L enin adds 
"to  w in th e  van g u ard  of th e  p ro le ta r ia t"  
'p ro p ag an d a  is  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ­

ty  in  th is  p e rio d "  S ta l in ,  "The Party  
Before and  A fter th e  T aking of Pow er" ,
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 5

So b a s e d  on w hat a re  th e  p rin c ip a l a s p e c ts  of th e  
f i r s t  p e rio s  -  c o n c e n tra te  on o u r s e lv e s ,  w in  th e  a d ­
v a n c e d ,  p ropaganda  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ty ,  
PRRWO-RWL liq u id a te  th e  o th e r  a s p e c ts  -  pay  a t te n ­
tio n  to  th e  m a s s e s ,  in f lu e n ce  and  upg rad e  th e  in te r ­
m ed ia te  and  l e s s  ad v a n ce d  and  ca rry  ou t a g i ta t io n  
The w ay  in  w h ich  th e s e  le f t"  o p p o r tu n is ts  se e  th e  
w ho le  p ro c e s s  is  m e c h a n ica l an d  o n e -s id e d  They 
don t  s e e  s ta g e s  d ia le c t ic a l ly ,  in  th e  p ro c e s s  of 
d ev e lo p m e n t, bu t a s  s t a t i c  and  l i f e le s s  ' f i r s t  t h i s ,  
and  w hen we re f in is h e d ,  th e n  th e  o th e r"  is  th e ir  
lo g ic  They hold  th a t  th e re  can  be no a g i ta t io n  a t  a l l  
u n ti l  th e re  is  a  p a r ty ,  th a t  no  o rg an ic  c o n ta c t w ith  
th e  m a s s e s  c a n  be  had  u n ti l  th e  se co n d  p e rio d , th a t  
th e  ad v a n ce d  a re  w on e x c lu s iv e ly  th rough  p ro p ag an ­
d a , e t c  Let s s e e  w hat M arx ism -L en in ism  s a y s  a -  
b o u t th i s

S ta lin  p o in ts  ou t in  th e  H is to ry  of CPSU(B) th a t

'L enin  put befo re  th e  L eague of S truggle th e  
ta s k  of form ing c lo s e r  co n n e c tio n s  w ith  th e  
m ass  w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent and  of g iv ing  
it  p o l i t ic a l  le a d e rs h ip  Lenin  p ro p o sed  to  
p a s s  from th e  p ropaganda of M arxism  among 
th e  few  p o li t ic a l ly  ad v a n ce d  w orkers  who 
g a th e re d  in  th e  p ropaganda  c i rc le s  to  p o li­
t i c a l  a g i ta t io n  am ong th e  broad m a s s e s  of 
th e  w orking c l a s s  on is s u e s  of th e  d ay  T his 
tu rn  to w ard s  m ass a g i ta t io n  w as  of profound 
im portance  fo r th e  su b se q u e n t d eve lopm en t 
o f th e  w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent in R ussia  ' 
H is to ry  of th e  CPSU(B), P ages 16-17

T hat w as  in  1895, w e ll befo re  th e  Party  w as  b u il t  So 
a lth o u g h  th e  c h ie f  form o f a c t iv i ty  w as  p ro p ag a n d a , th e  
R u ss ian  M a rx is ts  a is o  c o n s is te n t ly  c a rrie d  out a g i ta ­
tio n  F u rth e r, re fe rrin g  to  th e  need  for com m unist 
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in th e  sp o n ta n eo u s  m a ss  s tru g g le s ,  th a t  
th e y  g ive  d ire c tio n  and com m unist le a d e rsh ip  Lenin 
p o in ts  out

' C a lls  fo r a c t io n ,  no t in th e  g e n e ra l ,  bu t in 
th e  c o n c re te  s e n s e  of th e  te rm  ca n  be m ade 
on ly  a t  th e  p la c e  of a c tio n  on ly  th o s e  who 
th e m s e lv e s  go in to  a c t io n ,  and  do so  imme­
d ia te ly  c an  sound such  c a l l s  "
Lenin  W hat is  to  be d o n e ^ Page 8 8 , Foreign 
L anguages P -=ss (Peking) .

IT S FALSE THAT AGITATION MUST WAIT UNTIL 
AFTER THE PARTY IS BUILT

D e sp ite  t h i s ,  PRRWO c a l l s  any  p a r tic ip a tio n  in  th e  
sp o n ta n e o u s  m a ss  s tru g g le  "econom ism " an d  bow ­
ing to  sp o n ta n e i ty ' and  c la im s  th a t  th e re  is  no need  
fo r o rg an ic  c o n ta c t b e tw e en  th e  com m unist m ovem ent 
and  th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent a t  th i s  tim e D is ­
c u s s in g  th e  ro leo f  a  com m unist n e w sp a p e r , L enin 
p o in ts  out

"The a v e ra g e  w orker w ill no t u n d e rs ta n d  som e 
of th e  a r t i c le s  in  a n ew sp a p e r  th a t  a im s to  be 
th e  o rgan  cf th e  P a rty , he w ill no t be ab le  
to  g e t a fu ll g ra sp  of an  in tr ic a te  th e o re t ic a l  
o r p ra c t ic a l  problem  T h is d o es  n o t a t  a l l  
m ean  th a t  th e  n ew sp a p e r  m ust lo w er i t s e l f  
to  th e  le v e l  o f th e  m a ss  of i t s  r e a d e rs  The 
n e w sp a p e r , on th e  c o n tra ry , m ust r a is e  th e i r  
le v e l  an d  h e lp  prom ote ad v a n ce d  w orkers 
from th e  m iddle s tra tum  of w orkers  Such 
w o rk e rs , ab so rb e d  by lo c a l  p ra c tic a l  work 
and  in te re s te d  m ain ly  in  th e  e v e n ts  of th e  
w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem ent and  th e  im m ediate 
p rob lem s of a g i ta t io n ,  sh o u ld  c o n n e c t th e ir  
v e ry  a c t  w ith  th o u g h ts  of th e  e n t ire  R u ssian  
w o rk in g -c la s s  m ovem en t, i t s  h is to r ic a l  t a s k ,  
and  th e  u lt im a te  g o a l of s o c ia l is m ,  so  th a t  , 
th e  n e w sp a p e r , th e  m a ss  of w hose  re a d e rs  
a re  a v e ra g e  w o rk e rs , m ust c o n n e c t so c ia l ism  
and  th e  p o li t ic a l  s tru g g le  w ith  ev e ry  lo c a l an  
and  narrow  q u e s tio n  " Lenin  R etrograde Trend 
in  R u ss ian  S o c ia l-D e m o c ra cy  Vol 4 LCW

C le a rly  se e in g  th a t  a n ew sp a p e r  d ire c te d  on ly  a t  th e  
ad v a n ce d  w ould  le a v e  th e  lo w er s tr a ta  d ev o id  of p ro ­
p ag an d a  an d  a g i ta t io n ,  L en in  ad d s

Lastly, behind the stratum of average workers come9 
the mass that constitutes the lower strata of the prole­
tariat It is quite possible that a socialist newspaper will be 
completely or well-mgb incomprehensible to them (even in 
Western Europe the number of Social-Democratic voters is 
much largor than the number of readers of Social Democrat 
ic newspapers) but it would be absurd to conclude from 
this that the nowspaper of the Social-Democrats should 
adapt itself to the lowest possible level of the workers 
The only thing that follows from this is that different forms 
of agitation and propaganda must be brought to bear on 
these strata—pamphlets written in more popular lan 
guage, ora) agitation, and chiefly—leaflets on local events 
The Social Democrats should not confine themselves even 
to this, it is quite possible that the first steps towards 
arousing the consciousness of the lower strata of the workers 
will have to take the form of legal educational activities

L enin  Ib id
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PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

PROPAGANDA IS THE CHIEF FORM OF ACTIVITY

W e reaffirm  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  of th e  fo rm u la tion  th a t  
p ro paganda  is  th e  c h ie f  form of a c t iv i ty  in  th i s  p e ­
r io d  It is  th rough  p ropaganda  th a t  w e c a n  ad v an ce  
th e  p ro c e s s  of u n itin g  M a rx ls t-L e n in is ts  (w hich is  
prim ary) and  w in  and  c o n so lid a te  th e  a d v an ced  to  
com m unism  (the se co n d a ry  ta s k  in  re la tio n  to  th e  f i r i t ,  
bu t w h ich  is  c a rr ie d  ou t s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  i t  )
T h is  is  so  a s  long  a s  we com bine our p ropaganda 
w ith  a g i ta t io n ,  a s  long  a s  w e d o n 't  lim it a l l  p ro p ag an ­
da on ly  to  th e  ad v a n c e d  and  p a r t ic ip a te  a c t iv e ly ,  
p rov id ing  d ire c tio n  and  com m unist le a d e rs h ip  in  th e  
sp o n ta n e o u s  m ass s tru g g le s  W e c o n c e n tra te  on th e  
a d v an ced  w o rk e rs , no t b e c a u se  w e h ave  d is d a in  or 
u n d e rra te  th e  l e s s  a d v a n c e d , bu t b e c a u s e  we know  
th a t  on ly  by w inn ing  th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  c la s s  to  our 
s id e ,  th o s e  who in  ev e ry  in s ta n c e  de te rm in e  th e  c h a ­
ra c te r  of th e  w orking c l a s s  m ovem ent, c a n  we e v e n t­
u a lly  u n ite  th e  c la s s  and  le a d  in  an  o rg an ized  m anner 
to  th e  s e iz u re  o f p o w er, th e  d ic ta to rs h ip  of th e  p ro ­
le ta r i a t ,  and  th e  c o n s tru c tio n  of s o c ia lism  The t e a ­
ch in g s  of L enin  a re  e s s e n t i a l  in th i s  r e s p e c t  in o r ­
d e r  to  b e t te r  u n d e rs ta n d -W h y  th e  A dvanced  7 and  
W hy p ro paganda  7

Hence, those uho ac­
cuse the Russian Social Democrats of being narrow minded, 
of trying to ignore the mass of the labouring popuiation for 
the sake of the factory workers, are profoundly mistaken 
On the contrary, agitation among the advanced sections of 
the proletariat is the surest and the only way to rouse (as 
the movement expands) the entire Russian proletariat The 
dissemination of socialism and of the idea of the class strug­
gle among the urban workers will inevitably cause these ideas 
to flow in the smaller and more scattered channels This 
requires that these ideas take deeper root among the better 
prepared elements arid spread throughout the vanguard of 
the Russian working-class movement and of the Russian 
revolution

In reg a rd s  to  p u b lic a tio n s  we have p rov ided  com m u­
n is ts  and  ad v an ced  w o rk ers  in  th e  US w ith  M arxism  
and  th e  N a tio n a l Q u e s tio n  by  Jo seph  S ta lin  (not pu ­
b lis h e d  in  S pan ish  s in c e  1939) in  E ng lish  A R etrogra ­
de Trend in R u ss ian  S o c ia l-D em o cracy  by Lenin and  
a r t ic le s  on S tra teg y  and  T a c tic s  by  Jo sep h  S ta lin  
We h ave  a l s o  rep ro d u ced  a s e r ie s  of a r t ic le s  from 
Peking  R eview  and  A lbania  Today O ur o rg a n iz a tio n  
h a s  c o n s is te n tly  d is tr ib u te d  th e s e  p u b lish e d  w orks 
a s  w e ll a s  our own p ro p ag an d a , m a g az in e s  from 
C hina and  A lbania  and  c l a s s i c s  of M arx ism -L en in ism  
in f a c to r i e s ,  sc h o o o ls  and  w orking c l a s s  com m uni­
t i e s  T his is  an  im portan t an d  in te g ra l p a rt of our 
p ropaganda  w ork

In fin ish in g  th i s  f i r s t  a r t ic le  on a g i ta t io n  and  p ropa ­
gan d a  , w e s e e  th e  n eed  to  fu r th e r s tu d y  and  d e e p e n  
our u n d e rs ta n d in g  of th i s  q u e s t io n , an d  th u s  im prove 
o u r  a g i ta t io n  and  p ropaganda  in  p ra c tic e  L a s t ly ,  
w e sho u ld  p o in t ou t a n o th e r  in c o rre c t te n d e n c y  th a t  
e x i s t s  w ith in  th e  com m unist m ovem ent reg a rd in g  th e  
r e la tio n s h ip  b e tw een  p ropaganda  an d  a g i ta t io n  T hat 
is  th e  te n d e n c y  to  se e  a g i ta t io n  and  p ro paganda  in 
tw o  s ta g e s  f i r s t  a g ita tio n  and  th e n  p ro p ag an d a  -  
a g i ta t io n  in  o rd e r to  p rep are  th e  w orkers t  o u n d e rs ta n d  

p ro p a g a n d a . T h is is  a n  in c o rrec t rig h t p o s itio n  
w h ich  a s  a m a tte r  o f fa c t w as  prom oted by th e  e c o ­
n o m is ts  w h ich  L enin  m a je s t ic a l ly  co m b a tted  in  W hat 
is  to  be done 7 The u s e  of p ro paganda  or a g i ta t io n ,  
o r bo th  s im u ta n e o u s ly , o r th e  u s e  of one f i r s t  and 
th e n  th e  o th e r  n ex t or w h a tev e r o rder th e y  a re  u se d  
in  a  p a r t ic u la r  p la c e ,  is  d e te rm in ed  b y  c o n c re te  c o n ­
d it io n s  of th e  p la c e ,  th e  s p e c if ic  a c t iv i ty ,  e tc  , and  
no t by a  m e c h a n ic a l form ula

C om rades The p a rty  h a s  to  be b u il t  in  f ie rc e  b a t t le  
a g a in s t  a l l  ty p e s  of opportun ism  On th e  q u e s tio n  of 
a g i ta t io n  and  p ropaganda  OL an d  WVO have a rig h t 
o p p o rtu n is t lin e  w h ile  RWL and  PRRWO h ave  a " le ft 
o p p o rtu n is t l in e .  Both lin e s  com plem ent and  n o u rish  
e a c h  o th e r W e m ust d e fe a t b o th !

L enin  C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 2 ,  Pg 331

P ro p ag an d a , lik e  a g i ta t io n ,  ta k e s  m any d iffe ren t 
form s The n e w sp a p e r , l e a f l e t s ,  fo ru m s, co n fe re n ­
c e s ,  s tu d y  c i r c le s  (ch ie f form u s e d  to  c o n so lid a te  
ad v a n c e d  e le m e n ts ) , d is c u s s io n  of i t s  p a p e r ,e tc  
a re  th e  form s w e u s e  m ost We a ls o  c o n s id e r  im por­
ta n t  th e  p ropaganda  v a lu e  of c o n v e rs a tio n s  w ith  a d ­
v a n c e d  w o rk e rs , c o n ta c ts ,  n e ig h b o rs , e tc  F in a l ly , 
so  fa r a s  p ropaganda  is  c o n c e rn e d , "we w an t to  po in t 
ou t th e  p u b lic a tio n  and  d is tr ib u tio n  o f M a rx is t-L e n i­
n is t  w orks

And so, to work comrades' Let us not lose precious tune! 
Russian Social-Democrats havo much to do to meet the 
requirements of the awakening proletariat, to organise the 
working class movement to strengthen the revolutionary 
groups and their mutual ties to supply the workers with 
propaganda and agitational literature, and to unite the 
workers circles and Social Democratic groups scattered 
ail over Russia into a single Social Democratic Labour 
Party\

L en in , C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 2

Marxist-LeninistSj Unite and Win the advanced to communism!

ffttuoro* the other band if the  polemic n  not  to  to  
fruit Iph* if it i<* not to ffoLPiipr^tp in to  personal r ivalry 
if it i not to  lead to  i i onfu ion of to  a confound
ini, < f enemies and fr iends it n  absolu te ly  e th a t
t b e q m  lion of tin prngrimra< be m t r  >dured in to  the  polemic 
The polenn will lie of benefit onlv if it makes  < lf*ar in 

wbat llu  different e a i l i ia l lv  copsict hnn pro found  they 
l i t  win ther  they »ro differences of substance or differences op 
p t r t i a l  qiK-stioiis whether  or pot the<.n differences interfere  
with tomiTion work in the  ranks  of one and the  s a n e  party  
(>nhf the  inirodut  t ion  of the  programm e question  in to 
fh p« leiuu only a definite  s ta tem en t  by the  two polemic* 
mp parties  on their  program m atic  views < an provide an an 
\ u r  to «11 these quest ions questions  th a t  in s is ten tly  da 

m tnd  an tiujWt i I he elaf or tt ion of i i ommon programme far 
tp t i t y s | i  mnl in I o f  t ourse put an * nd to all p< leones 
il will firmly est ibl ish those basu views on the  charac te r  
the  imis uni the  t «sk of our movement whn li m u s t  s i rve  
i tin haunt r of i fighting party  i party that  t e n j i i n s t o i  

s o l i d  a h ' 1 a ml im il id  despite partia l differen es of opinion 
among it> n n m b t r s  on part ia l  question

L en in , A D raft Programme of Our P a rty , 
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Volume 2

It is the task of Social Democracy to develop the politi 
cal consciousness of the masses and not to drag along at the 
tail end of the masses that have no political rights, secondly, 
and this is most important it is untrue that the masses 
will not understand the idea of political struggle Even 
the most backward worker will understand the idea pro­
vided of course the agitator or propagandist is able to 
approach him in such a way as to communicate the idea to 
him to explain it in understandable language on the 
basis of fac*s the worker knows from everyday experience 
But this condition is just as indispensable for clarifying 
the economic struggle in this field too the backward 
worker from the lower or middle strata of the masses will 
not be able to assimilate the general idea of economic 
struggle it is an ides that can be absorbed by a 
few educated workers whom the masses will follow 
guided by their instincts and their direct, immediate 
.interests

L en in , A propos of th e  P ro fe ss io n  de F o i,
C o lle c te d  W o rk s , Vol 4 , Page 291

NEXT I SSUE:
***OL’s 'NEW” PROPOSAL

*** PUERTO RfCO S REVOLUTION 
IS A TWO STAGE REVOLUTION

***SUM-UP OF THE HOSPITAL WORKERS 
STRIKE

* * * PAR T III OF POLEMICS WITH THE
LEFT OPPORTUNISTS PRRWO-RWL

Party  Building

We have received many requests from our com­
rades asking what readings they should make m 
order to get a better grasp on the question of 
party building The following li$t is being used 
in our study circles More readings are in the 
process of being incorporated as we realize tha1 
this one is far from complete We welcome 
criticisms of the list and also suggestions of 
other readings that should be added

In case tha1 it be impossible for comrades to get 
a ho’d of any of these readings, please get in 
contact with us so that we can make them acce­
ssible to you. Piease be as self-reliant as 
possible Reproducing materials, mailing, etc 
cost a lo t1

1 History of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union ( Bolshevick )

emphasis on chapters 1 to 4 and conclusion

2 History of the Party of Labor of Albania
emphasis on chapter 1

3 Lenin What is to be Done?
emphasis on Chapter 3 section c and 
chapter 4 section c

4 Lenin One Step Forward, Two Steps Back

5 Stalin Foundations of Leninism
emphasis on chapter Vlll The Party

6 Stalin Proletarian Class, Proletarian Party 
see Stalin Collected Works (SCW) Vol 2

7 Mao Rectify the Party Style of Work

8 Mao . Reform Our Study

9 Stalin ‘ The Party Crisis and Our Task 
see SCW Vol 2

10 Lenin A Draft Program of Our Party 
see Lenm Collected Works (LCW) Vol 4

11 Lenm ‘ The Urgent Tasks of Our Movement
see L C W Vol 4

12 Mao Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing

13 Stalin The Party Before and After Taking
Power

see S C W Vol 5

14 Lenin A Retrograde Trend in Russian 
Social-Democracy
s e e  L C W Vol 4

15 Lenin Declaration of the Editorial Board
of Iskra

s e e  L C W Vol 4

16 Lenin The Tasks of the Russian Social-
Democrats 

see L C W Vol 2

17 Dimitrov The Fascist Offensive and the
Tasks of the Communist Inter­
national in the Struggle of the 
Working Class against Fascism  

see Dimitrov On United Front

18 Foto Cami The Objective and Subjective
Factors in the Revolution 

see Albania Today # 8 , 1973

19 On Party Organization
oar reprint from the Australian Communist 
No 52 ( june 1972 )

20 Some Views of the Communist International 
on Party Build.ng

our reprint of some materials of the Com­
munist International
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