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Black United Front. ican people, "The very nature of imperialism regarding op
pressed nations is to continually assault them; culturally, 
economically and politically." It points to the large con
centrations of Afro-Americans who have migrated to the 
urban centers in the North and South, and the fact that over 
90 percent of Black people are part of the working class. 
Outside of the Deep South, these people make up an op
pressed national minority. The. resolution raises the de
mand for full democratic rights: "We JJlUSt show how each 
instance of national oppression or violation of basic demo
cratic rights is linked to the historic oppression of Afro
American people as a nation." 

CONDEMNS REVISIONISTS 

It calls for the communist party to give special considera
tion to the national question in organization, through spe
cial organizational forms, such as nationality commissions, 
and special programs geared for training minority commu
nists. 

The resolution further states, "In the Northern urban 
areas some form of regional autonomy or self-rule must be 
implemented." This program of autonomy, exercised in 
the context of the overall Socialist state, would apply spe
cial programs to eliminate poor housing, heal th conditions, 
"gerrymandered" voting slistricts, etc., to the areas of 
Black concentration. As the resolution points out, "The 
workers and oppressed peoples of minority nationality 
would thus be guaranteed full and adequate representa
tion on legislative and governing bodies under socialism. 
Rather than encouraging separatism among nationalities, 
these measures would Jay the ·b.asis for complete equality 

Contained within the resolution is a sharp condemna
tion of the revisionist CPUSA for its abandonment of the 
struggle for Black liberation. It shows how the revisionists 
use misleaders like Henry Winston and Angela Davis to 
peddle the line of "peaceful transition to socialism" with• 
in the Black liberation struggle. The CP's program for Black 
liberation consists of a defensive struggle for democratic 
rights through "re-ordering of priorities" to get a. bigger 
piece of the pie through more "government spending." 
The main thrust of the CP's program is to call for increased 
Black representation at all levels of government. The CP 
views the liberation of Black people as something that can 
be achieved under capitalism through peaceful appeal for 
"radical reform" of the system. 
. While the revisionist CPUSA is the principal ideological 
enemy within the Black liberation movement, the resolu
tion points out that the CP's abandonment of a Marxist
Leninist position on the national question has "opened 
the door for all kinds of new theories which seek to justi
fy the liquidation of the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist 
position of the right of oppressed nations to self-deter-

The national oppression of the Afro-American people 
is manifested in every sphere of American life. Everywhere 
in U.S. society, Black people occupy the lowest rungs of 
the ladder. The root of slavery is found in income distri
bution, police repression, housing, education, health care, 
emP.loyment and unionization, and in the special oppres
sion of Afro-American women. The inequality of Afro
Americans with whites in all these areas exists with parti
cular severity in the South, but it spreads from there, a
long with its ideological reflection of white chauvinism, to 
the whole country. In all these areas, the October League's 
resolution demands equality for the Afro-American peo
ple. We recognize that this inequality cannot be finally 
and fully eliminated until the national question is solved 
under the dictatorship of the proletariat in the U.S. Re
forms in these areas will flow from the revolutionary strug
gte for these final aims. Build a new multinational commu
nist party! Fight for socialism, right of self-determination 
and full democratic rights! 
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Members of the new District of Co
lumbia district of the October League 
(ML) are proud to join with our com
rades throughout the country, and to par
ticipate actively in building a new com
munist party, a party based on Marxism
Leninism and not revisionism. 

For us, joining the October League is 
the culmination of ye.ars of study and 
practical work. Over the past months, we 
have examined . the political lines of a 
number of groups in the anti-revisionist 
movement. We have struggled to criticize 
our present and past mass work and have 
used The· Call and other anti-revisionist 
publications to examine the practice of 
the October League. 

In this way we have ;eached unity 
with the political line of the October 
League. This represents an important step 
out of the "local outlook" that has been 
hol'ding us back from full participation in 
building a Marxist-Leninist movement in 
this city. 

In building a district in D.C. we have 
struggled with those who have an incor-

rect view of the manner in which ideo
logical unity is forged. Some objectively 
play the role of "armchair revolution
aries." While correctly recognizing the 
need for revolutionary theory, they 
would have us engage in endless intellec
tual debates. In their search for the per
fect organization; they confine their role 
in party-building to a seat on the side
lines, ever critical of those who are at
tempting to make a new vanguard party 
of. the proletariat a reality. The political 
line. of the new 'Communist party will be 
clarified through revolutionary struggle. 
We must dare to enter that struggle. 

Also seated on the sidelines are those 
who contehd that it is not yet time to 
build a communist party, that revolution
ary struggle should and will develop spon
'taneously. The workers are not yet ready 
for communist leadership, they argue. 
Marxism-Leninism for intellectuals, trade 
unionism for workers is their position. 

Finally, there have been those who 
understand that revolutionary practice 
will not develop without revolutionary 
theory and organizational discipline, yet 

would limit organizations to small isolat
ed collectives. This position grows out of 
a lack of understanding of conditions out
side the D.C. area, as well as a petty-bour
geois attitude which fears centralism and 
fights to maintain local "control." 

We have struggled against these incor
rect positions on party-building and have 
emerged from that struggle with energy 
and enthusiasm for the work which lies 
before _us. We expect to gain strength and 
clarity as part of the Octo rer League, 
which has made outs tan ding con tribu
tions in this period of party-building. Of 
primar y importance are clear, an ti-revi
sionist theoretical positions, especially on 
the woman question and on the national 
question, of particular importance in 
D.C., where over three-quarters of the
people are Afro-Americans.

The October League has also demon
strated a principled stand of proletarian 
internationalism, and recognized the 
threat of both Soviet social-imperialism 
and United States imperialism as well as 
the danger of imperialist war in this time 
of grave political and ecpnomic crises. 
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