
Roots Rai se's Questions 
Slavery Than, Slavery Now 

It's been almos t two 
months now since the show
ing of ROOTS and people are 
still dISc;iSs i ng i t . Thi s 
is not s uprising, since ROOTS 
showed a whol e s i de of ~ 
ican history t hat has been 
virtually hidden f r om us. For 
mos t working people, Black 
and white , t he immediate re
action t o ROOTS was a burning 
hatred for the crime of s la1r
ery. But the television ser
ies , whatever the intentions 
of i t s pr omoters, did more than 
jus t bring out outrage ov~r 
the inj usti ces of the past. 
In discussions in living 
r ooms and bars , on the sub
ways and 'OD the shop floors 
people debated what implic~
tions ROOTS had for today. 

Naturally quite a bit 
of t he discussion f ocused 
on t he posi tion of Black 
people in this country 
today . I t i s pretty ob
vious t hat t he discrimin
ation and oppression suffer
ed by Bl a cks has i ts begin
i ngs in the vicious slave 
sys tem. In a future arti
cle we will go i nto what 
ways and why Black people 
are still held in an op
pressed condition. 

In this article we 
want to focus in on one 
of the questions tha t kept 
coming up all acros s the 
country: what are the 
similarities and the dif
ferences between the po
s i t ion o f the s laves of tne 
OLD south and the workers 
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IN THE DAYS OFROOTS SLAVES HAD CHAINS THEY COOLD 
SEE • . TODAYS WORKING CLASS HAS CHAINS IT ~AN FEEL. 

of all nationalities in the 
US today. 

In a Cincinnati auto 
plant, for example, one 
worker welded together a 
set of chains and wore them 
into the plant. In an elec
trical plant in Chicago, the 
boss tried to intimidate 
workers from signing a 
petition· over a grievance. 
They brougfit in several 
guards to throw two stew-

ards out of the plant. 
One woman compared the scene 
to the whippings of Kunte 
Kinte. 

' Few wGrkers watched the 
overseer in the second and 
third epis odes of ROOTS with
out at least thinking of a 
particularly hated foreman 
who abused the workers and 
drove them like a tyrant. 
After all, such people are 
not commonly called "slave 

drivers" for nothing . You 
couldn't help but feel that 
there was at least something 
in common with the present 
situation and the slaves 
pictured in ROOTS. 

. But it is also obvi
ous that there is quite 
a difference between being 
a slave in the old South 
and ·a worker. After all, 
nobody is allowed to own 
today's workers as prop
erty. The companies aren't 
·allowed to whip you, al
though their cops beat 
people up on picket lines and 
elsewhere. And it's only 
permissable to chop off your 
foot if it's an "industrial 
accident". 

r"REEDOM? 

The show itself ends by 
the family declaring that they 
were "free at last" after ar
~iving in Tennessee. And 
this was one of the most 
hotly debated points in some 
plants. What about today? 
Are Black people and workers 
of all nationalities free? 

Despite its overwhelm
·ing positive nature, one of 
the weaknesses of ROOTS was 
that it didn't show clearly 
that slavery was a system 
based on exploiting, rip
ping off, the labor of the 
slaves. There were plenty 
of slaves like most of those 
pictured in ~he series who 
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SLAVERY 1'HEN,SLAVERY NOW 
were forced into the humil- ~ ........ ~ 
iating and degrading posi
tion of being personal 
servants of the slavemasters. 
But the grea· majority of the 
slaves worked from "can't see 
in the morning til can't see 
at night" in the cotton fields 
to enrich a small handful of 
parasites. The slave owners 
took for their own all that 
was produced by the back 
breaking labor of the slaves. 
This robbery was the heart 
of the slave system. With
out it there would have been 
no mansions, no plantation 
system. 

Of course one thing that 
has been hammered into our 
heads since childhood is 
that we are free. And in a 
certain sense-;e are. We 
are only the "property" 
of the employers during the 
hours we are working, though 
they shape the whole society 
by their power. And we are 

' 

CONTINUED FROM PACE 12 
tern. But what they have 

·in common is that both 
outright slavery and cap
italism are systems based 
on robbing the laborer 
of the fru,its of his labor, 
It is exactly because cap
italism is a hidden and 
disguised form of thts,'rob
bery that communists refer 
to .it as wage slavery. 

T~e point is 'who 
feeds whom? Under the slave 
system the slave labored 
his life away and the riches 
that resulted from his 
labor went to the masters. 
Under capitalism the same 
thing is true• JQst as in 
the slave system the workers 
receive bu~ a fraction of 
the value of the goods they 
produce, while a small 
handful of capitalists takea 
.the rest, and run society. 
Just as under the undis• 
'guised form of slavery the 
product of the workers 
belongs not to the labor-
er but to the person th~t 
owns his ability to labor~ 
whether for life or by 
the week. By masquerading 
this slavery as a system 

also told that if we don't 
want to work, we don't have 
to, a choice tfiat was never 
offered to the slaves on the 
plantations . Who hasn't 
heard a boss say, "If you 
don't like it here, why don't 
you leave?" Nobody offered 
Kunta Kinte this choice. 

TODAY THERE IS A NEW TYPE OF SLAVERY WHERE THE PERSONNEL OFFICE REPLACES of work for wages they 
THE AUCTION BLOCK AND THE TIME CLOCK AND THE BILLS REPLACE THE CHAINS hope to hide the fact that 

But for the great majority 
of workers "escape" is just 
as impossible as it was for 
him. 

It's pretty clear why 
Kunta Kin te couldn't es
cape--he had no place to go. 
Except for the few slaves 
that were able to escape 
the slave catchers and make 
it to the north, what could 
they do? Show up a t the 
plantation down the road 
and off er to work for wages? 
Obviously not, for the whole 
set-up was based on slave 
labor. A Black man would 
be re-enslaved pronto. 

In the same way it 
is impossible for most 
workers to escape their 
positions slaving for the 
capitalists. True, you 
can tell yo~r boss to go to 
hell and quit. But what 
then? You have to eat. 
The first thing you have 
to do is hit t~e streets 
and try to sell your 
ability to work to some 
other boss. Just as the 
slavemasters of the Old 
South had a monopoly on 
the ~. so today the 

capitalist class owns the 
means of production--the 
factories, mills, mines, and 
almost everything else. 
The worker on the other 
hand, has only one thing 
besides a few personal 
possessions--hi-s ability 
to work. Instead of being 
sold for life, the worker is 
forced to sell himself, cfay 
by day and week by week. 

ARE WE SLAVES? 

week so that he wouldn't col
laps e bef o-re the master had 
wrung all the work he could 
out of him. 

Sure workers receive a 
paycheck. But what does 
this check amount to? Just 
enough to keep the worker 
and his family alive at 
some sort of basic stand- · 
ard of' living, and now-a
days it usually takes two 
paychecks to keep a family 
going. Few workers don't 

At: this point s ome eXl)erience living ·"from 
people will probably ob- paycheck to paycheck" with 
ject, pointing out that usually just enough money 
the worker is paid for his to keep their heads 
l abor , and for damn sure barely above water and make 
Kunta Kinte never got a pay- it back to work Monday 
check. But even the most morning . And when people 
exploited and driven down are out of work for any 
slave received something length of time it usually 
from his master. Not means near-disaster. After 
out of the goodness of a lifetime of labor, few 
the slaveowners'heart, but workers have anything to 
for the very real reason show for it other than a 
that they had to keep modest home, if they are 
him alive to work ~other lucky, and a pitiful social 
day. security check. 

He received a lousy shelter, Certainly the system 
coarse clothin~ and enough that we live under today, 
food to keep him workinp. and capitalism, is very dif-
usually even a day off once a ferent than the slave sys-

the same robbery goes on. 
Under capitalism 

this exploitation of the 
labor of the workers is 
hidden by the wage system. 
On the surface it appears, 
unlike slavery, that the 
worker receives the full 
value of his labor, that 
you get paid for the work 
you do. But what the cap
italist pays for in wages 
is not the wealth that a 
worker creates in his eight, 
ten or more hours of work, 
but simply the amourlt that 
is necessary to keep him 
alive and functioning, 
and to rear a new genera
tion of workers to take 
their place at the cap
italists' machines. 

To the capitalists, 
the worker~ ability to work 
is just another commodity 
like so much cotton or a 
new machine. They even 
refer to workers as "the 
labor market". They think 
of us as just another part 
of their "cost of produc
tion". But unlike a mach
ine or raw materials , 
human labor is the only 
thing that can create 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15 

IN 1' ERNA 1' I ON AL WOMEN'S DAY CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 
servatism and keep women from 
joining the struggle. How many 
times have the capitalists 
tried to break a strike by 
trying to get the wives to 
start a "back to work" move
mentZ 

These divisions fostered by 
the capitalists are concrete 
obstacles that hold back the 
movement of the working class. 
They are problems that we have 
to take on in a real way, by 
organizing the unorganized, 
uniting around and fighting 
for demands for full equality · 
for women, in pay, employment 
and in all aspects'of society. 
The working class faces some 
big battles, not just on the 
1ob but als o in the way tha t 
society as a whole is going to 
hell for working people. We 
can 1 t fight to win with onlv 
half our strength. The battles 
women have fought, from the 
early textile atid garment 
strikes to the three•month 
strike of Chicago nurses 
this winter-all of these 
show just how much strength 
and determination women 
bring to the struggle. 

PA<";E 14 

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THE 
WORKING CLASS 

The capitalists' oppression 
of women is one of many cancers 
tearing society apart. It 
reaches broadly into every as
pect of things and reaches 
down even into the personal re
lations within our families, 
where the capitalists do every
thing they can to get husbands 
and wives to blame and take it 
out on each other instead of 

J blaming it on the capitaljst 
class. 

To the capitalist parasites 
who grow fat off the labor of 
others the oppression of women 
means the sweet music of the 
cash register ringing in their 
ears . To protect their inter
ests, they try to convince us 
that this is just the nature 
of things, how it always was 
and always will be. But for 
the working class, it is an 
outrage that women are chained 
to drudgery by the lack of de
cent childcare and that shop
ping, cooking and cleaning is 
a full day's work in itself. 
It is an outrage that women 

are drawn into indus try· only 
when business is running hot 
for the capitalists and are 
spit back out' again when the 
capitalists can't make a buck. 
These things stand in the way 
of the full development of 
society. 

Things don't have to be this 
way - for capitalists the pro
fit system means that real ' 
equality between the sexes is 
"impossible" (that is, unpro
fitable). For the working 
class liberating women from 
these chains is part of the 
revolutionary ,struggle to rid 
ourselves of this system and 
build the kind of vorld we want 
to live in. ·In. the socialist 
~ount!ies, where the workers 
rule, like in China, the work
ing class has already broken 
the chains, and s omeday the 
American working class will do 
the same. ~ 

Our working clas~ faces many 
hard and long battles as we 
fight against the capitalists 
on the jobs and against all of 
the misery that their system 
breeds throughout society. 
The more working women are 

drawn into this struggle, in 
their millions, ~nd the more 
the workers understand and 
unite agai,nst each and every 
one of the capitalist's abuses 
including the conditions that 
they force on women, the better 
we'll be able to fight them and 
the sooner will come our vic
tory I • 

CELEBRATE 

INTERNA~IONAL WOMEN'S DAY 



SLAVERY 
value, whether by diggin~ 
the raw materials out of 
the ground or refining 
them in the mills or run
ning them. through m~chines 
in the factories. The 
capitalists appropriate 
this value as they take it 
as their own and they take 
it as their profit. 

In one ROOTS episode, 
after the Ci'V:i:T'"W'ar, one 
defeated slave owner 
pointed out to the others 
that "the land is worth
less without the niggers 
to .work it." The same is 
tr~e under capitalism. 
Their machines, the~r fac
tories--you name it--none 
of it can operate without 
the labor of t he workers. 
Because they ~ these 
means of production, they 
make it seem like they are 
giving us something when 
they hire us. It is bas
ically the same line run 
by the "good" slavemaster 
in the earlv part of ROOTS. 
"We're all ~ne big haPP-Y-
family, only there are 
some rules that we must all 
obey." And what is the 
basic rule? That the slaves 
do all the work and the 
slavemaster takes all the 
pr oduct of their labor. 

But where do they get 
factories and machines 
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·(not to mention the yachts, 
huge bank accounts and 
present day mansions) in 
the first place if not from 
the unpaid labor of the 
workers? 

THE STRUGGLE AGAINST OPPRESSION 

Obviously workers in 
this country today are 
materially better off than 
the slaves of the Old South. 
But the reason workers today 
live at a higher standard 
of living is because capit
alism has concentrated more 
and more workers into the 
factories and other work 
places and this has put 
workers in a 3 tron~er pos
ition to wage collective 

·struggle and force higher 
wages from these bloodsuck
ers. By reducing the major
ity of people in society to 
the position of wage-slaves 
they weld us into a class, 
the working class. This 
class is composed of workers 
~f all nationalities who 
s hare this common exploi
tation and a common strug
gle against it. This class 
is the strongest and the mosr 
powerful in human history. 
It's potential strength 
and power comes out every 
time workers enter into 
battle with the capital-

capitalist system itself, 
and the fact that the 

ists: For as one old song capitalists run this so- -
puts it "without our brain and ciety lock stock and barrel. 
muscle not a single wheel They run the schools, can-
can turn." But these trol the media and have the ' 
battles are just skirmish~ police and they use them 
es compared with the battle all to make sure that things 
the working class must wage stay the way they ' are and 
to abolish slavery alto- people don't consider 
gether. ~ seriously that they could 

In ROOTS Kizzy asked be any other way. 
the slavemasters daughter But the working people 
.why she can't be free. in different parts of the 
Basically she is told that world have already broken 
is just the way it always out of this condition of 
has been. Some people are wage slavery by waging 
born to be slaves, -others revolution and building_ 
to own them. Today, this is new societies, as in 
an obvious absurdity . China and Albania, where 

But if you ask a cap- their labor goes to the -
italist why one person is improvement nf life for 
forced to sell their labor society as a w~ole and not 
to the capitalists for a to enrich a few. 
living they will answer the The slaves of the Old 
same way as in ROOTS. It's South st.ruggled valiant-
human nature, it's always ly to be free. It was the 

' been· 1:his way. We provide role of the slaves that · 
the factory, they say, . and turned the •tide in the 
you provide the work--isn't Civil War that defeated the 
that fair? But the capit- slaveocracy. People have 
alists system "dictated" by always struggled agaigst 
human nature is no more oppression. But the work-
eternal than the system of ing class has the poten-
the old "slavemasters die- tial to accomplish what .the 
tated" by human nature. slaves could only dream of--

There is no reason .why abolishing the whole system 
the workers have to be eh- of exploitation of man by 
slaved to the capitalists-- man. Only with the revo-
to spend a lifetime en- lution of the working class 
riching others. No reason, will it be possible to truly 
~hat is, except for the say that we are all "free 

RACINE 7EACHERS 
at las t." • 

co;:~~7~ FROM 'HUMAN Rf Gff 7 S' ~o:G~173ED FROM 

THIS CAR WITH A MESSAGE WAS LEFT IN THE DRIVEWAY OF A RACINE 
SCHOOL.THROUGH THEIR.MILITANT STAND TEACHERS HAVE WON SUPPORT 
FROM WORKERS WHO HAVE GONE THROUGH SIMILAR STRUGGLES. 

i ssue against the teachers. 
But if the school board quit 

trying to a ttack the ' Racine 
Educa tion Association and 
signed a contract, the strike 
would be settled and the 
state aid would not be los t. 

The bat t le lines have sharp-
ened with the injunction and 
arrests. The school board has 
used the press , courts, the 
issue of state a id , and the 
negotiating table to tty and 
defeat the strike and weaken 
the union. The tea~hers and 

AMARO 
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N.i.R.B. This is only one 
front in the fight. The 
N.L.R .B. consistently ruled 
against the meatcutt ing men 
and women during the strike 
and for t he company's meat
packers' association. They 
ruled that workers from 
Northern and United Packing 
did not have to be rehired 
when Peck bought their two 
plants. The Board all owed 
s trike breakers to vote in 
the uni on decertification 
e l ection. And they threw out 
all unfair l abor practice 
charge s against t he associ a
tion. The fight f or rehiring 
l1anuel mus t be based wi th 
fel low worke r s , not with 

building service wo.rkers have 
answered with a s how of unity 
and solidarity. Very few have 
gone back to work. They have 
re~ognized their power and 
strength a nd defied the in
junction. Through their mili
t ant stand they have won sup
port from workers who have 
gone t~rough s imilar s trug
g les . It's time for workers 
in the area to unite behind 
the Racine teachers in theit 
contract battle.• 

1 

the pro-company N.L.R.B. 
Manuel is a 20 year vete ran 

of packing house struggle. He 
belongs back in the plant . We 
say "Unite behind Manuel's case. 
Rebuild the unit~ of the 
meatcutters!" • 

RHODESIA 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 

Is it wrong f or the masses 
of people in Zimbabwe to rise 
up against t hese conditions 
and liberate their country 
from the yoke of imperialist 
rule? Should it be condemned 
that the people of Zimbabwe 
are f orced i nto a v i olen t 
c i vil war as the only way to 
rid themselves of their slave
mas ters? We think not. 

propagande~ring both s ides system of state capitalism. 
take a~m for spots where the Led _by party boss Alexander 
enemy stands most exposed Dubcek, they sought to achieve 
a nd where they hope ~o stir some independence from Soviet 
up increased problems. military and political rromina-

So, for example, the tion by cozying up to the U.S . 
Soviets a ttempt to make hay and the Western European im-
of the hatred of U.S. imperial- perialists. Their efforts were 
ism, parti.cularly in the for- crus hed by Soviet tanks, just-
mer colonial and semi-colo- ified by Brezhnev's doctrine 
nial countries of the Third of "limited sovereignty," which 
world. They constantly hit said that Eas tern Europe i s the 
a t the U.S. imperialists lon~ internal affair of t he USSR and 
standing_ and open support for they have a right to do what-
r eactionary and repressive die- ever they wanted with those 
tatorship in places like Chile ~ountries. 
and South Korea. All in hopes But Dubcek and many like him 
of gaining a stronger foot- are s till around. Carter's 
hold by pus hing people to r e ly move is aimed especi all y at such 
on them in their opposition people of some pos ition or in-
to U. S. domination. f luence in Eas tern European 

The U. S . use of the hu- countries , ehcouraeing activit-
man rights iss ue is d~signed ':Les to break out of the Soviet 
to stimulat e discontent and orbit. 
r ebellion i nside the Soviet There is nothing the U.S. 
Union and its Eastern Euro- capitalists would like better ' 
pean satellites. The fascist · than to free the people of 
character of the Sovie t die- Eas tern Europe from the Soviet 
tatorship and their politi- yoke, in order to drag them 
cal and e conomic domination under the control of U.S. im-
of Poland, Czechoslovakia perialism. Just like the Soviets 
and other Warsaw Pact coun- would like to .break the U.S . 
tries (which are, like the stranglehold on the· ~ountries 
USSR itself, not socialist of Western Europe in order to 
but capitalist) is marked by r epl ace it with their own iron 
widespread r epression of di- grip. Both sides us e deals and 
sidents and na tional min- ' tra~e to penetrate the other's 
ori ties, and by ever increas· 11 allies" and also utilize f orces 
ing exploitation and oppres- within each other's camp, dis-
sion of the masses of people. sidents in Eastern Europe of 
'This· has l ed to numerous pop- pro-Soviet "conununist" parties 

' ular upris ings in recent in Wes tern Europe. 
years, including riots in Po- Meanwhile botn superpowers 
land over increases in food have millions of troops faced 
pric~s, and the emergence of off in Europe and like their 
a whole ne twork of intellec- constant armaments buildup, 
tuals i n these countries de- these efforts to weaken and 
manding gr eater freedom.. (See disrupt each other' s "allies" 
accompanying article.) are part of their worldwide. 

~h e U. S. r emembers well the 
challenp.c to Sovie t hep.emony. 
in Eastern Europe which arose 
in Czechos lovakia in 1968. In 
the name of liberalization, 
the . Czech Communis t Party, which 
had long since abandoned com
munism, tried to diffuse pop
ular resentment and discontent 
by giving the regime a more 
democratic front , while keeping 
the workers e xploited by the 

contention that is l eading 
toward war. 

Carter's pious concern for 
" human rights" is more than 

j us t hypocrisy. The workers of 
this country have nothing to 
gain by supporting Carter ' s 
efforts to undermine and at
tack the U.S. ruling clas s ' 
r i val bandits . We have our own 
handi~s here a t home sitting 
on our necks on whom we must 
direct our fire.• 
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