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Why· .There Was 
No Revolution in the '60s 

and Why There May Be 
· in the. '80s \ 

Bob A vakian Speech in Cleveland · 

Following are excerpts from a speech given by 
Chairman Bob A vakian in Cleveland, Ohio during his 
national speaking tour last summer. See RW, March 
21, 1980 for Part One. 

I want to address, in the time we have left, one basic 
questio n that many people raise when we expose and 
bring to light what people feel, and concentrate their 
experience that this capitalist system is rotten through 
and through and can only bring more suffering and 
destruction on people, and needs to be overthrown; 
that revolution is the only possible way and the only 
road forward. Many people raise the question that I 
want to spend the rest of the time addressing, and 
that 's the question of not only is it possible in general 
to make revolu tion, but what. many people raise 
specifically: " Listen, I agree with you, this system is 
rotten, it needs to be scrapped, it needs to be swept out 
o f the way, it needs to be buried; but listen, a lot of 
people have talked about and struggled and strived for 
revolution in this country before-I've heard this sama 
talk be(ore, this is the same shit I heard back in the 
196.0s. People were talking about revolution then, peo
ple tried to make revolution then, people went to jail 
for revolution then, people were killed for revolution 
then. So, since revolution didn.' t come about then, 
since a ll that effort didn't actually bring about a 
revolution , and in fact capitalism is still ruling over us, 
why then should we thin k that now, or in the future 
even, revolution is a real prospect? That revolution 
could actually come about? If it couldn't be made 
then, why do we think, or do we even dare to hope, 
tha t revolution can actually be made in the future?" · 

Now this is a big question, obviously. I can't and we 
can ' t go into it thoroughly in one meeting, but I think 
it needs to be addressed in a couple of aspects ~nd we 
need to get down on some of the basic points on this. 
First o f all , when we're talking about the movement of · 
the 1960s and the revolutionary developments of that 
time, the revolutionary organizations, the revolu~ 
tionary sentiments-the hopes and the dreams that 
were in the hea rts of thousands, perhaps even millions 
of people, that a fundamental change .could be 
brought about in this society-when we're talking 
about that , a nd then we look at what's here today and 
see that in fact that did not happen, we have to look 
deeply at it and we have to analyze, what was the 
character of the movement at that time? What gave 
rise to it? Wh y did it take the form that it did? And 
why ultimately was that particular movement not able 
to be carried all the way through to the goal of revolu-
tion? · 

And we have to understand this from two sides, in 
two aspects . First of all, from the standpoint of the 
enemy, from the strengths as well as the weaknesses of 
their system, from the ability that they had to maneu
ver and the moves that they made, the steps they took 
to prevent revolution from occurring; h-ow and why 
they were able to do that, has that changed and if so 
how? And sec9nd of all, we have to look at it in terms 
of the revolutionary forces at that time, the people 
who stood to the forefront, called on-others to take up 
the goal of revolution and fought for that goal: What 
were their achievements? What were their accomplish
ments? And what, on the other hand, were their 
mistakes, their shortcomings and their limitations? 
Why in fact did many of those forces fall by the 
wayside, why were they either destroyed or disintegrat
ed as revolutionary organizations? And what can we 
learn from the positive and negative aspects of their 
experience? 

In order to understand this, we have to look at and 
understand that we've been living ip a rather unusual 
period in history in this country, and also how and 
why it is coming to an end. We have been living in a 
situation where those who rule over this country and 
who make our lives miserable every day have until 
recently been undisputed kingpins among all the im 
perialists, holding sway· over vast parts of the world. 
T hey have had an unparalleled ability to plunder -and 
rob and loot hundreds of millions of people and large 
pa rts of the areas and resources of the whole world. 
This is a period that existed coming off of and as a 
result of W orld War 2, and it is now coming to an end. 
And the capitalists in this country are trying to regain 
their " undispu ted kingpin" position by going to war 

once again and grabbing more of the world and 
beating out their Russian rivals at the-cost of millions 
of lives. · 

But let's go back to what happened at the end of 
World War 2. Why was great struggle unleashed right 
within the U.S., along with 'rebellion agai.nst U.S. im
perialism all over the world and especially in the col
onial countrjes, in ' that period? Why did it erupt to 
tremendous dimensions in the 1960s and why did it 
take the shape that it did? You see, coming off World 
War 2, certain far-reaching changes came about in this 
society, not 'out of any concern on the part of the rul
ing class for the well-being or the needs or t-he condi
tions of the oppressed people in this country, but eut 
of their own capitalistic drive, their dog-eat-dog 
necessity, their law of "gobble up or be gobbled up by 
bthers" .Uust like Chrysler has faced: even though it's 
a billion-dollar corporation, it's still on the verge of 
bankruptcy). And this never ending dog-eat-dog, eat 
or be eaten, swallow up or be swallowed, drive that 
these capitalists all have pushes them on and on to ex
p;ind and gobble up more and to push workers out of 
the way and to replace them with machines, only to see 
this in turn cause more ruin and bring about more 
chaos and bring a greater threat to their system. And 
coming off World War 2, it's important to look first at. 
the millions and millions of Black people wh6, even 
after the slave system was ended, formally abolished, 
at the end of the Civil War , st ill for many generations 
lived in virtual sla very, with the physical chains remov
ed but the chains of debt strangulation, of be'ing 
owned-if not outright, then still belonging almost 
body and soul to the man who still lived in the big 
house and owneJi the lantl and forced you to sharecrop 
from "can't see in the morning till can't see at 
nigh1"-not much different from the old slave days, a 
system of sharecropping on the same plantation rein
forced by KKK night riders, by the police, by all the 
laws and codes and conventions o_f segreg~tion and all 
the rest of it. And this went on for decades, for nearly 
a hundred years, from. the end of the Civil War until 
the beginning of World War 2. Millions and millions 
of Black people (along with several million poor white 
people, who had some privileges denied to Blac;~s and 
were often incited against them·-0n this basis, but were 
poor and powerless themsefves)-forced to li°ve on 
plantations, working with only a mule and perhaps a 
little seed and havi.ng to turn over the greatest part of 
what they produced t~ the master, the owner of the 
land-not much different from in many of these coun
tries in Asia, Africa and Latif} America that still have 
widespread feudal conditions. 

And what happened through and at ·the end of 
World War 2? First off, out of their need for war pro
duction, when millions were in the armed forces and 
the so-called defense plants and other industry had to 
be (and was temporarily able to be) cranked up almost 
to full gear, the capitalists needed and lured many 
Black people off the plantations of the ,South to the 
cities of the North-where many were promptly laid 
off once the war came to an end. But also, after the 
war, again out of their own drive for more profit, out 
of their need to compete with other capitalists in this 
country and even around the world-in Pakistan, for 
example, or in Egypt where the British still had control 
-out of all that, the capitalists in this country finally 
decided that it was more profitable and necessary for 
their survival as capitalists to introduce machines 
massively onto the plantations . And so they brought in ' 
tractors in a big way, they brought in picking 
machines, they brought in planting machines and they 
pushed millions and millions of people who had been 
sharecroppers off the very land they had for genera
tions held them on, chained by debt and terrorized by 
the KKK, the police, and other night-riding scum. , 
Now they unleashed the same terror to drive them off 
the land, forcing them onto t!le road. In this great land 
of opportunity-where everybody, of course, lives and 
works exactly where they've always dreamed of living 
and working!-millions of people were forced to leave 
the land that they'd worked. and poured their sweat 
and toil into and were driven into the cities, some in 
the South but more and more into the North, into the 
Clevelands, Chicagos, Det roits , the New ;York s, the 
Pitt'iburghs, driven by the ana rchy and the dog-eat-

dog ways of this system. 
But something new also happened . A very impor

tant change took place along wi th this . Because 
before, while people had been chained in backward 
and isolated conditions, each or only a few on sepa rate 
plots of land with backward conditions , often not see
ing each other, now all of a sudden mill ions were 
thrown together in the miserable, teeming and 
sweating slums of the cities. The system could not 
assimilate them on any basis even approaching equali
ty, it had long since ·become parasitic and declining; it 
gave a few jobs to the Black people driven iiito the 
cities, but the great majority it kept in the most menial 

....... positions, always last hired and first fired, barely able 
to survive if they had a job at all, forced a t. more tha n 
twice the rate of whites into unemployment and in 
large numbers even into the degradation o f welfare. 
But at the same time, millions were being crowded 
more and more in this hellhole and rat-infested hous
ing of. the city slums , hundreds of thousands strong ·in 
many different" cities. And this actually provided a 
stronger b<!sis for ttiem to fight back. ' 

It is· a fundamental law tha t wherever there is op
pression, there is resistance. Wherever you look in 
history or wha{ev,er country you look at, the oppressed 
have never passively accepted their oppression. They 
have always found one way or another to resist, to rise 
.up, to revolt,: to rebel. The history of this country is no 
different and the history of Black people in this coun
try is certainly no different. If you look back lo the 
slave years, there were over two hundred recorded
actually recorded-slave revolts, to ·say nothing of the 
others they wrote out of history to keep the slaves, 
aloRg with those who symp~uhized and s tood with 
them , from learning about them. And when the Civil 
War came along, and finally the slaves saw thei r 
chance to be free u f slavery-much against a ll the lies 
of Gone With the Wind and a ll the rest o f this reac
tionary Robert E. Lee bullshit-hundreds o f thou
sands of slaves enlisted In the Union Army and went to 

_ the front ranks and fought the rpost decisive battles, 
despite the fact that even in that war and that Union 
Army they. were paid half the wages of the white 
soldiers. The history of all the oppressed people in the 
world, including this country, has always been that 
wherever they're oppressed, they seek and strive and 
struggle to rise up and find a way out of it. 

But, again, something_ new had developed . Millfons 
of people were no long$!r isolated and kept largely 
apart from.each other, but were thrown together-yes, 
in miserable, wretched conditions-but •nevertheless 
able to recognize and realize a potential strength-for 
the first time, perhaps, even if in the most menial, dir
tiest jobs, working together with others in industry, 
crowded into the same slums and ghettos. And par
ticularly the youth who were not born in these back
ward conditions but were born (the first gen·eration 
perhaps) on the streets. of the. city slums, particularly 
they marchep to the forefront, struck out first, rose up 
and burned this country down from one end to the 
other and brought forth many of the older people. 
And I remember seeing at that time on the television 
news old people hobbling out 'Vith a cane in one hand 
and a · shotgun in the other to take part in these 
rebellions. And I remember myuelf and thousands .of 
others feeling a pulse of joy leap up from our hearts at 
seeing the oppressed rising up and setting an inspiring 
example for people all over this country and indeed the 
whole world. 

This is what was happening al( across the country. 
And at the same time, throughout the world, because 
the rulers of this country were the biggest world-wide 
looters and plunderers, because wherever England had 
to pull back at the end of World War 2, wherever 
France had to pull back at the end of World War 2, 
wherever Germany and Japan or Italy or Holland or 
Belgium was no longer able to hold on to their col
onies, wherever they were forced to pull back and try 
to liquidate their losses, in came the rulers of this 
country, letting a bunch of puppets run up a phony na
tional flag and squeezing the life blood out of the peo
ple of the cbuntry even more viciously. And because of 
that position all over the world, from Asia to ~frica to 
Latin America, and throughout the world , "Yankee 
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any l~nger out here. We're not gonna be slaves, having, 
our hves· mangled and telling our kids that there's 
nothing you can do about it , look at 11)e, live like me 
be like I was and give up your life before it's eve~ 
begun." Now 1 'm telling some hard truths, but people 
who've been through this know that it's true. And it's 
time we recognized the truth and quit being afraid of 
it We don 't have to be zombies. We don't have to be 
walking around in a daze. We doh 't have to go along 
with this system. But w~'ve got to make a conscious 
choice to look at the truth squarely in the eye, take 
it in our hands and use it and join with people all 
over the world to use it to change tl)e world . And 
that 's what a whole generation of youth were rising up · 
to do in that period. 

Do you. remember this country at tha t time? People 
who were running· up these fi1thy little red, white and 
blue blood-soaked rags were forced to be defensive! It 
was a tremendous thing. And that's gonna come again 
and even more deeply and profoundly ... People who 
wanted to wave that blood-soaked rag of plunder were 
put !Ilore and more on the defe9sive, afraid to do it , 

Black youths face off against National Guardsmen in Pittsburgh, Pa. at the 'height of the urban 
rebellions of 1968. 

· afraid to step out and talk any longer about the 
madness that "this country is the greatest. country 'in 
the .world, and where else but in this country could you 
have so many good things?" Yes, well, where else but 
in an imperialist country like this could a whole 
generation of youth be sent ·off to drop napalm and 
burn down whole villages and murder people in 
another country-and then· the next generation have a 
goddam model held up of the fucking Village People 
standing up singing about "join the navy"? Where 
else but in a count~y like this could such madness go 
on , and people have the nerve to call it the greatest 
thing on earth! The youth a t that time, they saw 
through those lies, and -they were striking back against 
them. Even among the middle classes, millions of peo
ple, especially the youth, were standing with the up-

Go Home!'' became a rallying cry of the people rising 
up, and from one end of the world to the other people 
rose up, unarmed and then armed to battle-against this 
colonial domination and imperialist oppression. 

And at the same time something was also going on 
in this country that affected a whole generation of peo
ple. Because, again, not out of any concern for the 
needs of the people, not out of any desire to see their 
conditions improve, not out of any sharing of the 
dreams of people to ~ake a better life-for themselves 
and their families, but out of th~ir own need, out of 
the laws of their capitalist system and because of the 
panic ,that was created among their ranks. After the 
Russians put their space satellite "Sputnik" into orbit, 
the rulers of lhis country in the '50s and '60s opened 
the college doors a little wider than they had before, 
built some new colleges and expanded-admissions to 
colleges, more than they had in previous periods. They 
let some o f the lower middle classes in more, let even 
some of the working class in, and in the face of 
tremendous struggle, some of the very poorest and 
even the oppressed minorities got into college a little 
bit more; tens, maybe even hundreds of thousands of 
students went to school, perhaps the first one in the 
history of their family that ever went to college. Why? 
Because as I said, it is the constant tendency of 
capitalism to replace workers by machines and to in
troduce new technology which requires a handful of 
people ~o have a little bi t more technological under
standing, engineering understanding and so on to be 
able to run it. And along with this was the fact that 
while Khrushchev brought back. capitalism in the So
viet Union in the mid-'50s, at the same time as he sent 
the red flag crashing into the ground he sent the satel
lites into the sky . Sputnik was the first signal that -
capitalism restored in Russia was going to be a poten
tial challenge and danger to the rule of the U.S. im
perialists and their undisputed position as kingpins on 
top of the- whole imperialist dung heap. When Sputnik 
went up in 1957 the rulers of this country panicked, 
and this added to their need to train a few more engi
neers and technicians and scientists. 

And for all .these reasons, a generation of youth was 
affected. More went to college. For the first time, 
perhaps, in the history of their families they were let 
into the college doors . And what did they find? They 
found another example of the lie of the American 
Dream. They found that you can go to four years of 
college and join the ranks of 100,000-plus unemployed 
teachers. They found that the best that you can hope 
for after being pushed around, after being treated like 
a faceless number, given an IBM punch card and shuf
fled around from one place to another and lied to and 
bullshitted by a bunch of drunken fools or fossilized 
idiots who call themselves professors (not all are like 
this, but many are)-that after going through all that, 
and being told to stick your nose in a book and mildew 
away, body and mind in some ivory tower-after go
ing through all that, the most that you could hope for 
and the highest that you would achieve would be to 
become a minor cog-in the machinery and the gear~ of 
oppression, and more likely still, be directly ground 
down under that machinery. And this is what 
thousands and ultimately millions of youth rebelled 
against. They rebelled against a whole shitpile of the 
"American way." They looked out at the life that had 
been cut out for them. And they also looked out at the 
world as it was changing and being turned upside 
down, and they wanted to be part of that. And let 's 
face it-many, many · parents were shocked and 
outraged by what their kids did. "We scraped, we 
hustled, we worked two jobs, we suffered, we sacri
ficed, to send you to college-and what did you do? 
Damn if you didn't burn the goddam thing down?" 
Well, right on! 

'Cause that was the best thing that those students 
could have done. What else cou ld or should they have 

done? With military-murder training cenrers, so-called 
ROTC, what else ·could they have done with CIA 
recruiters that came in to recruit hired killers who en-' 
forced imperialist plunder throughout tne world? 
What else could they have done when executives from 
Dow Chemical who came into the campuses and said . 
they were gonna recruit people to work: for them ang 
make jelly gasoline napalm to drop on old women, old 
people, pregnant women and little kids in Indochina? 
When they said that the students there had ·the right ,' · 
had the First -Amendment right to enlist in this blood
soaked cause-what else could or should the students 
have done but run them and chase them off the cam
pus an·d knock them to the ground if they could catch 
them? 

~ risings of Black people and other oppressed people in 
this country a nd hundreds of millions around the 
world fighting this same imperialist system. · 

Many of the parents were shocked and outraged. 
They said, " We sent you to college to become zombies, 
what are you doing waking up?" And the kids, their 
feelings were Yery much like those expressed in a song I 
heard recently. There is this dude out here who sings 
some good songs, his name is Bruce Springsteen, he's 
got a song called " Independence Day" and it's got a 
heavy line in it from son to father. lt says "Poppa go 
to bed now"-and he just don't mean it's 11 o'clock at 
night. He means you and I don't see eye to eye, and if -
you can ' t help out, get out of the way. "Poppa go to 
bed now, it's getjjng late ... They-ain't gonna do to me 
what I watched them do to you." And this is the bitter 
truth and a lot of youth took that stand : "My life is 
not gonna be over at age 25, living this lie and just 
waiting 40 years to be oHicia lly declared dead and 
buried .• To hell with this red, white and blue murdering 
madness. Fuck this goddamned so-called best bf all 
worlds. I'm not standing with the rurers of this country 
and their murder and plunder and oppression of peo
ple here and around the world. Everything they hate I 

...love. Everything they want to crush 1 cherish and 
uphold . Everything that they say is wrong and sinful I 
say is right and should be supported. The oppressed 
people, the very people you are trying to crush and 
degrade here and around the world, are my friends , 
my allies, I stand with them in rising up against you! 
To hell with the whole future that's no future that 
you've carved out for mt:!" 

And it was a, bitter experience, but many of the 
parents, many of the old people were forced to and did 
learn from this. They got an education the hard 
way-which in fact is the only way you can get it out 
here in the real world. Things don't come ,clieap and 
easy, and casting off illusions and giving UP. the idea 
that by going along with this system somehow you can 
make things better for yourself and the next genera
tion-that's hard , it's a bitter pill to swallow, but 
many of the youth forced the older people to face up 
to r~lity and begin to deal with it for the fint time in 
their lives and shatter. the lie of Howdy-Doody and 
Leave It to Beaver. 

People said, "We're not going along with this any 
more." This was a tremendously important lesson, not 
only for the youth but for many of the older people . 
And it went against everything established. You go 
and check out this movie, "The Buddy Holly Story." 
Again some of the truth comes through . Just to sing a 
little bit of rock- 'n '-roll, especially some of these white 
working-class youth , to sing some rock-'n'-roll, was 
declared to be sinful, un-American, everything else, 
and in a certain way it was. 'Cause what they were do
ing was learning from and, ·in fact, taking up the music 
that was created from among a lot of the Black people. 
From pious sermons on Sunday'1o civil leaders, this 
was declared to be subversive, sinful, un-American, 
and in a certain way it was, because a whole generation 
of youth was subverted out here, and it" was the best 
thing that ever happened in this country! The very best 
thing that ever happened in this country! Because for _ 
the first time people began to wake up thoroughly and 
say, "We're not gonna be whores, praising our pimps 

But what happened? Why didn ' t it go all the way? 
Why didn't revolution get carried all the way through? 
What_ we have to recogniZe is that because of1 their 
position of plunder and looting.in the world, the ruling 
class of this country had the ability and, seeing the 
necessity, took the steps to hold back that one force rn 
society that could transform, that move!llent from pro
test and rebellion into revolution, the one force which 
when it became radicalized and jolted awake could not 
only shake this eountry to its foundations, as was done 
in the '60s, but could lead a movement to carry the 
fight all the way through and uproot it and overthrow 
it-that one force that is ·and must be and will be cen
tral and decisive in revolution-the working dass in 
this country, Black, white: Puerto Rican , Chicano, 
Native American, Asian, all nationalities, men and 
women. But this force did not come to the fore and 
unite as a class, conscious of its interests, and lead all 
the oppressed toward .the goal and struggle to carry 
things through to ·revolution. Why? 

Let 's face u}:> t.o it.- Now 1 go around and talk to 
these reporters, and a lot of them say, "You 'II never 
make revolution in this country~people are too fat 
and hapRy-everybody's got a color TV." Well I 
wonder, how many people here got a color TV? Let's 
be honest. I do. Now how many people in this country 
right now-how many people in this room at least, 
right now-wouldn't take that color TV and bash it 
over a pig's head to make revolution-I ·want to know 
that! See, there you are, just abou.t everybody. But 
nevertheless, it is true that the working class did not 
step forward to take the lead, even in the face of a 
tremendous upsurge and rebellion that engulfed 
millions of people in this society and shook this coun
try to its. foundations, that panicked the rulers of this 
country and caused them to drop much of their tat
tered cloak of democracy and come out openly as the 
murderers tbat they were, in Fred Hampton's apart
ment, at Kent State and many other places. They 
panii:ked, but they also saw what they had to do, and 
in the short run they were able to do it and they did it. 
They had thrown and consciously continued to throw 
out crumbs to the workers, especially the basic in
dustrial work~rs. Coming from their .plunder and 
looting in the world-and even though threatened and 
battered in many parts of the world, they still held on 
to much of their ability to plunder, and -they gave out a 
few crumbs, especially Jo the better organized, better 
unionized workers. They gave ll. few more benefits in 
exchange for. a lifetime of slavery and oppression, they 
gave a dental plan and took back a health plan, they 
gave with one hand and took a..yay with another, but 
they kept people, millions of workers in factories with 
their heads down, chasing the same piece of cheese 
through the same rat maze, ending up nowhere but 
with a broken dream and a burning gut. · 

They were able to do this, and they paid careful at
tention to pacifying crucial sections of the working 
class. Because they understand its potential role in ris
ing up against this system. And we should understand, , 
we should learn from- our enemy. They understand 
very well and acted upon the understanding that when 
the working class becomes radicalized, when it 
becomes revolutionary, when it becomes politically 
conscious and steps out onto the stage of history, it has 
the potential strength to move along millions and 
millions of oppressed people, and no"t only shake this 
whole country to its foundations, but more than that, 
uproot and overthrow the whole rule of capitalism. 

But they not only move to pass out a few crumbs as 
Continued on pa~e 18 
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sphere; of course, only the developed 
worker will comprehend the general 
idea of the political struggle, and the 
masses will follow him because they 
have a very good sense of their lack of 
poli tical rights (as the Kiev Committee's 
Profession def oi admits in one place), 
and because their most immediate, 
everyday interests regularly bring them 
into co ntact wi th every kind of 
manifestat ion of political oppression. 
In no political or social movement , in 
no country has there ever been, or could 
there ever have been, any other relation 
between the mass of the given class or 
people and its numerically few educated 
representatives than the following: 
everywhere and at all times the leaders 
of a certain class have always been its 
advanced, most cultivated represen
tatives. Nor can there be any other 
situation in the Russian working-class 
movement. The ignoring of the interests 
and requirements of this advanced sec
tion of the workers, and the desire to 
descend to the level of understanding of 
the lower strata (instead of constantly 
raising the level of the workers ' class
conscious ness) mu st, th e refore, 
necessarily have a profoundly harmful 
effect and prepare the ground for the 
infiltration of all sorts of non-socialist 
and non-revolutionary ideas into the 
workers ' midst. 

To conclude the analysis of the Kiev 
Committee's views on the political 
struggle (I add the following). The 
Committee, in a manner that is highly 
strange and, at the same time, highly 
typical of the entire Profession de Joi, 
not considering it possible at the present 
time to call on the masses of the 
workers to take political ' action, 
recognises the desirability of organising 
partial demonstrations for purely agita-

tional purposes (and not for the pur
pose o f bringing pressure upon the 
government) on issues that are com
prehensible to the broad masses. 
Socialists calling on the workers not to 
bring pressure to bear on the govern
ment!!! That is about the limit ... . On
ly it is beyond our ken how demonstra
tions that do not bring pressure to bear 
on the government are possible. Should 
we perhaps recommend to the workers 
that they demonstrate within the four 
walls of their hovels and lock the doors 
before they begin? Or perhaps they 
should demonstrate by making the 
gesture of the fig with their hands in 
their pockets? That would probably not 
bring such harmful and ·ruinous "pres
sure upon the government"! And we 
also despair of understanding what is 
meant by a "partial demonstration." 
Does it, perhaps, mean of one trade, on 
issues of fhat trade alone (again: what 
has this to do with socialism?), or, 
perhaps, on partial political issues and 
not against the entire political system, 
the autocracy in its entirety? But if this 

- is so, are these nol purely and simply 
the ideas of Credo and of the sheerest 
opportunism, ideas that extremely 
lower and obscure 1he political con
sciousness and the political tasks of the 
working class? If this is so, hadn't we 
better repeat the "winged phrase" of a 
"young" metropolitan Social
Democrat: "It is premature to discredit 
the autocracy among the workers"? ... 

The Profession de Joi displays an ex
treme narrowness of views not only in 
regard to the question of "politics." 
"At the present time," we read, "agita
tional influence brought to bear on the 
masses can only take the form of, first
ly, assistance in the economic struggle 
of the proletariat. The Co"l,mittee, 
therefore, takes advantage of every 
clash between the workers and the 
employers, or every important fact of 
abuse on the part.of the employers, to 
address a manifesto to the workers ex-

plaining to them their situation and 
calling on them to protest; it takes a 
leading part in strikes, ·formulates the _ 
workers' demands, shows the best way 
to win the demands, and by all these 
means develops class-consciousness in 
the workers." That is all; nothing more 
is told us on the economic struggle. And 
this is a profession de Joi! Read these 
passages over again carefully: Again we 
ha.ve here the language of the Credo 
and lhe ideas of the Credo (which il
lustrates once more the abysmal blun
dering of the Raboi:heye Dyelo editors 
who stubbornly desire to conceal the 
views of the "young economists " and 
to see in them nothing but the devia
tions of individuals). 
- For the socialist, the economic strug

gle serves as a basis for the organisation 
of the workers into a revolutionary par
ty, for the s trengthening and develop
ment of their class struggle against the 
whole capitalis t system. If the economic 
struggle is .taken as something complete 
in I tself there will be nothing socialist in 
it; the experience of all European coun
tries shows us many examples, not only 
of socialist, but also of a nti-socialist 
trade unions. 

It is the task of the bourgeois politi
cian " to assist the economic struggle of 
the proletariat"; the task of the 
socialists is to bring the economic s trug
gle to further the socialist movement 
and -the successes of the revolutfonary 
working-cl<!ss party. Tile task of the 
socialist is to further the indissoluble 
fusion of the economic and the political 
struggle into the single class struggle of 
the socialist working-class masses . The 
diffuse expressions of the Kiev Com
miltee's Profession de .foi, therefore, 
open wide the doors to Bernsteiriian 
ideas and legalise an impcrmissibly nar
row altitude to the economic strug-
gle. . . . . -

Lastly, the narrowness and specific 
character of the Kiev Committee's 
views a re reflected in its ~~ga nisational 

plans. It is true we agree fully with the 
Kiev Committee that this is not the time 
to announce the re-establishment o f lhe 
Party and to elect a new Central Com
mittee; but we view as utterly erroneous 
the opinion concerning the " directly 
economic character of the movement," 
the opinion that the Russian proletarja t 
"is not prepared for political 
agitation .'. ' It ~vould also be an error to 
wait until " local groups grow stronger, 
increase their members hip, and 
strengthen their connections wi th the 
working-class milieu" - swch reinforce
ment often leads fo immedia te collapse. 

On the contary, we must immediately 
set about the work of unifica tion a nd 
begin it with litera ry unity, wit h the 
establishment of a cdmmon Russian 
newspaper that must mak e an effort to 
prepare for the ~~-establishment of the 
Party by serving a:~ an organ for the 
whole of Russia ; by gathering cor
respondence 

1
and news items from the 

circles in <\II localities; J:>y providing 
space for the discussion o f disputed 
guestions; by extending tl:ic scope o.f 
our agitation and propaganda ; by 
devoting special attent ion to o rga nisa
tional question s, to . tactical and 
technical methods of conducting the 
work; by satisfying all the demands of 
the most developed workers, and by 
constantly ra ising the level of 1he lower -
strata of the proleta riat (att rac1cd by 
workers" correspondence, etc.)· 10 an 
ever great er conscious part icipation in 
the socialist movement and in the 
politica l struggle. 

Only in this way, we arc ·convinced, 
can real condit ions be pro vided for the 
unification and rc-es1ablishmcn t of the 
Party, and only a d irccl ·and frank 
polemic against na rrow " economism " 
and the growing spread of Bernstcinian 
ideas ca ri ensure the corrccl develop
ment of the; Russian worki ng-class 
movement and ~ussia n Social 
Democracy. I 1 

Why There Was No· Revolution In the '60s arid. Why There 
May Be m• the '80s maintains , though it finds it challenged more a~d dvaevneg
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ap:edd. party of revolution in this country, 
more, at home and abroad, through the very workings 
of its system, through the struggle of people oppressed And in particular, it is important for us, in the time 

Continued from page 13 

Jong as they can, they also move to shackle people's 
minds-and they didn't do this by accident, so, again 
let's learn from them- they made a very deliberate at
tempt to say to people in this country, especially peo
ple rebelling against this system, "the working class in 
this co untry is not only not revolutionary now , it never 
will be. It is reactionary and it always will be." And 
why do you think, other than to say that, they put Ar
-ehie Bunker on TV? Now first of all, he's just a god
dam foreman (just like the foreman in The 
Deerhunter- the guy they had in The Deerhunter, 
who's supposed to be a "Joe Dumb Worker," was in · 
reality a goqdam foreman in a steel mill in Gary that 
they got to act in the movie to say "this is your typical 
worker"). They know what they're doing! They hold 
up as examples and models of the working class the 
most hide-bound, idiotic, sour-bellied, narrow-minded 
backward fools! And they say to the masses of people, 
wo rkers and others in this country who are looking for 
people to unite with to make revolution, "Give it up, 
forget about it , here is your working class- people 
wbo don' t give a damn about oppression in this coun
try and this world, who don't know about it, don't 
care abo ut it, and don ' t want to know about it- they 
j ust love this system and they even love Richard Nixon 
when millions of other people ha te him. " They didn't 
put tha t o n T V by accident, they put it on there on pur
pose. And we k now there are Archie Bunkers and 
there a re Edith Bunkers out there in this working class 
of ours. But even they-like the people in Leviuown I 
spoke- o f earlier (see last week 's R W, March 21, 
1980....:....Ed .) are being banged on the head and forced 
to questio n , and millions more people will be in the 
period ahead as things sha rpen up. 

But in the short run , in the late ' 60s and early '70s, 
the capitalists still had enough strength, economically 
and therefore politica Uy and ideologically, to keep the 
majority of the working class givided, fi ghting amo ng 
itself, a nd playing a backward , not an advanced, not. a 
revolutionary role-noi a role a t the forefront but a 
role of largely standi ng aside ~from this struggle. 
T hough thousands M workers, young a nd old, Black, 
white and o thers, joined in the various movements of 
the time nevertheless, as an orga nized united force, 
conscio~s of its interests as a class, o ur class· d id not 
step to center stage and rally the oppressed forward . 
We have to face up to this, but more tha n tha t we have 
to analyze why. A nd what we have to unders ta nd most 
basically is this: that it stemmed from the position a nd 
the temporary strengt h, the top-dog im peria list in t~e 
world position and strength tha t our ruling class still, 
maintained at that time-and to a certain degree st ill 

by it throughQut the world and through the growing that we do have Jeft tonight, to look at what was in 
rivalry of yet another powerful imperialist force, the fact the· most advanced revolutionary organizat ion a t 
Soviet Union. that time, the organization that more than any other in 

This temporary strength, the remaining reserves,, of the upsurge of the late ' 60s up to the early 1970s stood 
the imperialist rulers of this country, stemming from as the most militant, most serious organization calling 
their top-dog position and enabling them to pass a long for and leadlng people toward revolution and stood in 
crumbs to pacify crucial sections of the working the most fundamental way at the fore~ront of the up-
class- this is the basic reason why that movement at surge at that time. What were its strengths, what were 
that time did not get carried all the way through. Jn the il.5 accomplishments, what were its achievements, and 
face of it, serious questions and problems and what o-n the other hand were · its shortcomings , 
obstacles posed themselves for revohHionaries at the weaknesses and limitations tha t led to its ultimate 
time, questions they came up against and attempted to destruction as a revolutionary organiza tion? And I 
deal with. What to do in the face of that? How, ·in think you know that I'm talking about the Black Pan-
fact, could the revolutionary movement be maintain- ther Party. · 
ed, what direction did it have to take, how did it have 
to move in the face of the fact that this upsurge of the 
'60s and early '70s was ebbing, how did it have to and 
how could it prepare for the next upsurge, and prepare 
in such a way as to ma ke it decisively and qualitatively 
different, get ready for the future possibility of bring
ing the working class to the forefront when cris is 
deepened and conditions sharpened up in the period 
ahead? 

Most of the revolutionary forces a t tha t time broke 
their heads against these obstacles and were not able to 
find the way forward . But a tremendous achievement, 
and the most lasting and most import ant product of 

· the movement of that time was the formation o f a gen
uine Marxist-Leninist vanguard pa: 1y, tha t because it 
went deeply into the science of Marxism-Leninism, 
Mao Tsetung Thought , because it foug~t for a correct 
political program and ideologica l understa nding and 
outlook, was a tlle not only to survive but to become 
strengthened a nd tempered as a revolutiona ry force. 
This is our Party, the Revolutionary Communist Party, 
which was formed in 1975 but whose roots lie in the 
revo lutionary upsurges o f the 1960s a nd early ' 70s, .not 
only in this country but world-wide, a nd which was 
a ble Cor the reasons I 've just sta ted, to ad vance be
yond the limitations of that movement, especia lly in 
this country, to build o n its real achievements but to 
learn from its shortcomings and ma ke the leap to a rev
olutiona ry Qrganization o n a level tha t in truth has 
never existed before in this coun1ry. This does not 
mean we can stand s till and si'eep on our achieve
ments- just the oppos ite, we have to keep o n a dvanc
ing and prepare for much heavier struggle than 
anything th.at has come before. At1d to do this, and 
more than ·that to a rm a nd bring forward !naay, many 
more people to join in this process, it is extremely 
necessary for us to deeply sum up the experiences a nd 
lessons, positive and negative, of the movement o f the 
1960s through whi ch many thousands of people turn
~d t o~ard revolution a nd o ut o( which o ur Pa rt y, the 
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