
Fiasco In Spain

The Collapse of the Opportunist International

Recent events in Valencia, Spain (of which we speak 
later) have given conclusive evidence to what has long 
been suspected: that international opportunism is in 
deep political crisis and owing to this crisis has adopted 
the tactics of social-fascism the violent suppression of 
criticism of the line of international opportunism, [ his 
fact has grave implications for the struggle against op
portunism and the attempt to rally the Lefts, internat
ionally, to the banner of Leninism. A serious approach 
to this question must examine 1) where did the tactics 
of social-fascism spring from? 2) what gives it strength? 
and 3) how is social-fascism to be combatted?

It would be sheer fallacy for one to conclude that the 
origins of these social-fascist tactics are to be found mere
ly in the conditions existing in recent years. This shallow 
approach to the question would negate the fundamental 
fact that opportunism, principally in the form of cent
rism, has dominated the “international communist move
ment” since the death of Stalin and the restoration of 
capitalism in the Soviet Union. Further, it would be a 
mistake to even equate the domination of opportunism 
internationally with the existence of a communist move
ment. With the death of Stalin and the violent overthrow 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat in theon/v social
ist country the world has ever known, opportunism was 
unleashed on a scale previously undreamt of. The rest
oration of capitalism in the Soviet Union merged the 
many varieties of existing opportunism (and increased 
its number and the variety of its shades) into one torrent 
of anti-socialist, anti-communist propaganda. This vic
tory of international opportunism could only occur with 
the assistance and in alliance with international finance 
capital, with imperialism. The victory of opportunism 
did not occur within Leninism, but against Leninism. To 
forget, for one moment, this absolute truth, is to perpet
uate the idea that within Leninism is contained the seeds 
of opportunism. This idea is entirely anti-Leninist and 
constitutes the main propaganda weapon in the hands of 
the bourgeoisie in its battle to further enslave the prolet
ariat to bourgeois liberal labor policy.

This victory of international opportunism was achieved 
violently — through the forceful suppression of opposi
tion to opportunism through the tactics of social-fas
cism. An examination of the events surrounding the re
moval from their posts (and subsequent disappearance) 
of a great number of leaders of the Soviet and other 
communist parties leaders who were defenders o f  
Stalin and Bolshevism will bear this out. The origins of 
the present tactics of social-fascism, therefore, are not to 
be found in recent years; rather they are to be found in 
the restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union and the 
subsequent victory of opportunism on a world scale.

Hand in hand with the victory of opportunism inter
nationally, and indispensable to its growth, came the 
renunciation of Leninist norms of relations between 
parties, embodied in the infamous 1957 and 1960
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Bob Avakian: 'T H E  JE R K ' IS  LO O S E !
Many people around the US have seen a large dark 

poster bearing the face of a man who looks like a cross 
between the devil and Lou Costello. That man is Bob 
Avakian, chairman of the Maoist Revolutionary Com
munist Party. The poster campaign was to publicize the 
trial of Avakian and other RCP stalwarts for their raid on 
the Chinese embassy in January, 1979, during Deng 
Xiaoping’s trip to the U.S. We were told for months in 
the RCP literature that Avakian was the most dangerous 
man in America, that he was the best leader the U.S. 
working class has ever had, etc. The U.S. government in
tended to “railroad” Avakian and the other “Mao Tse- 
tung Defendants” , the RCP blared, because RCP was seen 
by the government as “the most dangerous revolutionary 
organization in this country.”

How disappointed the motley crew that makes up 
RCP must have been when the government dropped all 
the charges against Avakian and company. From reading 
RCP literature, one would have expected they’d at least 
cut off his hand, or, maybe, have confiscated his cap. But 
alas, Avakian and his entourage have been let go scot free. 
(Maybe Bob’s dad, Judge Avakian, who is a California 
State Judge, put in a good word for junior and his pals.) 
No martyrs today.

The bourgeois couits do work in their class interest, 
of course. After granting Avakian wide publicity in their 
T.V., radio, and newspapers, they have let him go be
cause Avakian is too important for them to have locked 
up. Avakian has succeeded in widely discrediting Marxism- 
Leninism and associating communism with his own cult 
following and revolution with RCP’s social-fascist antics. 
Although the government is appealing the dismissal of 
these charges, at this point the bourgeoisie prefers Ava
kian running around loose, especially to prepare for 
RCP’s 1980 May Day rally, which will most likely 
attempt to provoke a police attack so RCP can finally 
have some martyrs. This will further serve the bourg
eoisie by giving them another pretense to unleash a 
wave of terror against the working class and oppressed 
masses.

Avakian is a leader all right, but not of the working 
class. His petty bourgeois and lumpen brigade is vying 
with CWP for leadership of the social-fascist trend. All 
these social-fascist groups have nothing in common with 
communism, and are only social props for the bourg
eoisie that must be swept away along with their ruling 
class masters by the revolutionary proletariat. ★

CPUSA(ML):

►

W hat so proudly they hail...
The U.S. bourgeoisie has made increased calls for U.S. 

patriotism while whipping up a war hysteria around the 
events in Iran. Such appeals have not fallen on deaf ears 
among the phoney “communist” parties that abound in 
the U.S.! One of the most disgusting responses of thinly 
veiled support for imperialism was that of CPUSA(ML), one 
of the main contenders for the PLA franchise in the U.S.

In the December 1, 1979 issue of their newspaper 
Unite, CPUSA(ML) tries to reconcile bourgeois nationa
lism with proletarian internationalism by squeaking, “We 
need to demonstrate again the real internationalist patriot
ism [emphasis BL] that brought us to support the Iranians’ 
effort last winter to topple the Shah.”

This is out and out social chauvinism, an attempt to 
promote and justify U.S. patriotism among the proletariat. 
To CPUSAI ML), the problem is not that the bourgeoisie 
is whipping up patriotism but whipping up the wrong kind 
of American patriotism. Instead, CPUSA(ML) calls for 
“real American patriotism” . The reason CPUSA(ML) so 
studiously avoids appealing to the working class on the 
basis of its class interests is simple. CPUSA(ML) is 
actually appealing to the labor aristocracy, the bribed

upper stratum of the working class to whom patriotism 
is sacred and inviolable. But to the proletariat, there can 
be no above class “love of country,” as CPUSA(ML) pre
tends. This is chauvinist, bourgeois ideology, pure and 
simple, that seeks to ally the proletariat with the bourg
eoisie. And CPUSAI ML) is pushing it more loudly these 
days in a desperate attempt to gain a foothold in the 
labor aristocracy to prop up its rapidly fading “party” .

To the class collaborationist line of patriotism, the 
Bolsheviks counter with proletarian internationalism. 
This is the only banner that serves the interests of the 
proletariat. Centrism, which claims to oppose the social- 
chauvinist theory of the “three worlds,” is, as we have 
again seen with CPUSA(ML), merely thinly covered 
social-chauvinism. And CPUSA(ML)’ s centrist mask is 
wearing very thin these days. *

at their twilight's last gleaming...
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