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DEFENSE OF UNDOCUMENTED workers In the U.S. drew 1,000 activists 
to Chicano lmmlflratlon Conference-In San Diego last month. (Call photo) 

Chicano 
mou·ement 
and the 1en 

ByP. Mendez 
It was very inspirational seeing so 

many different faces and forces at 
the Chicano Immigration Confer
ence in San Diego during the last 
weekend of May, the most graphic 
reminder in many years of the poten
tial strength of our movement. 

Of course, it's only natural that 
the defense of the most oppressed 
segment of our people-undocu
mented immigrants-be the magnet 
attracting nearly 1,000 people from 
a broad range of political view�. The 
participation of the left was par
ticularly important.· Left-sectarian
ism towards the Chicano movement 
has in the past, kept m,any left 
groups isolated and apart from this 
struggle and unable to relate to its 
broad, united front character. This 
i"n turn evoked some unnecessary 
hostility towards the left. 

It was little more than one year 
ago that the Committee for Chicano. 
Rights (CCR), the host of the con
ference, circulated a manifesto sta
ting their refusal to work with the 
Socialist Workers Party. Roughly 
one year later, the MEChAs at San 
Diego State and San -Jose State 
followed suit and expelled the Revo
lutionary Communist Party from 
their respective chapters. 

Though these two opportunist 
organizations have a long histo.ry of 
chauvinism and sectar_ian�sm to
wards the Chicano movement, many 
other revolutionary forces have also 
fallen into leftist errors to one de� 
gree or another. In fact, the left in 
the U.S. has all too often under
estimated the revolutio,nary poten
tial of the Chicano people'� libera
tion movement, and has been chau
vinist towards it. 

The problems stemmed large-ty 
from efforts to impose Marxist slo
gans and phrases on a movement 
that was basically against national 
oppr�ssion and when these concepts 
were not accepted, people with dif-

P. Mendez, a Chicano aciivist, re
cently covered the CCR Conference for 
The Call/El-Clarin. 

fering ideologies were attacked a9d 
labelled. Prpblems also arose from 
dogmatically analyzing the move
ll)ent on the basis of foreign defini-
tions or experiences. ,_ 

The magrtitudP. of the a:nti-deper.: 
tations conference shows the poten
tial for building a Chicano united 
front. In fact, this approach is al
ready being applied within the Chi
cano movement. The San Diego 
conference followed by only Qne 
week a conference of-Chicano trade 
union activists held in L.A. to map 
out a common program of work. 
And several revolutionary or�niza-

tions have gone on record calling for 
the formation of such a front. Marx
ist-Leninists should whole-heartedly 
j.oin in these efforts_ to build the
Chicano united front.

Their objective existence as an 
oppressed people leads Chicanos to 
organize themselves into a move
ment to wrest from the capitalist 
system 'their national democratic • 
rights and full equality with the rest 
of the population in the U.S. It also 
gives rise to the consciousness 
among some that total liberation, 
far beyond the "liberties" offered by 
capitalism, is what is needed. This 
movement is composed of many 
forces·, both revolutionary and re-
formist. ,,-

The choice for the left is either to 
actively strive to unite these forces 
into a common front, or leave this 
task to the old-line, Democratic 
Party reformists. 

The, united front concept is not 
rigid because the movement is not 
static. Some individuals and organi
zations will take a correct position 
on certain issues, and not so correct 
a position on others. This should not 
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support as many people came to good opportunity to discredit both local ballots. 

Progressive student slates win 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6) 

activism on the Madison campus. A 
month-and-a-half-long militant 
strike by the Teaching Assistant 
Association politicized many stu
dents. Demonstrations took place 
against corporate recruiters from 
Exxon during Big Oil Day in Octo
ber and against Livermore Labs, the 
producers of nuclear weapons, in 
February. 

Black students have-put pressure 
on the University for affirmative 
action and retention of minority 
students. Latino students are begin
ning fo voice demands for Chicano 
and Puerto Rican studies. As at 
other campuses, there' have been 
protests against the draft and threats 
on Iran and Iranian students. 

According to campaign manager 
Maureen Denny, United Progres-

sives is "a coalition of progressives, 
feminists, minority organizations 
and individuals and students in
volved in single issue struggles like 
the draft,,gay rights, and anti-nuke 
work." UP's platform demanded 
greater student control of the univer
sity-including student membership 
on the board of regents, support for 
the T AA and organized labor, affir
mative action and more financial·aid 
for students. 

Teddi Michelle Beam is the ·first 
Black and the first woman to be 
elected president of the Wisconsin 
Student Association. She has been 
active on the undergrad support 

· committee during the T AA strike
and. is a member of the national
steering committee of the Reproduc
tive Rights National Network. Ed
Holmes, the new vice-president, is
the former spokesperson for the

Afro-American Student -Organiza
tion. 

United Progressives in Madison 
won the election May 5 and 6 in a 
field of 21 parties by a margin of 500 
votes over the U ncomrrion Sense 
Party which was a front for the 
Campus Crusade for Christ. 

At the 22,000-student University 
of Iowa in Iowa City, the New 
Wave party on, April 28 won the 
president's position and 8 of 21 . 
senate seats. 

According to Joe Iosbaker, cam
paign manager, New Wave is a "coal
ition of Marxists, progressive,s, and 
feminists." Students in Iowa have, 
been active in the last few years in 
struggling for the university to di
vest, in the anti-nuke and anti-draft 
movements, and in fighting an epi
demic of sexual assaults on campus. 

Last November 300 studerts at 

This new trend in the tax reform 
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the largest demo in five years rallied 
i_n response to a ·reacti-onary demo of 
30 called by the right-wing Young 
Americans. for Freedom over the 
Iran crisis. "Out of this," Iosbaker 
told The Call, "we saw that there 
would have been a great benefit to 
the various movements on campus if 
we would have had the support of a 
progr�ssive student association. We 
also realized we could make this 
campaign a real victory for the acti
vists on campus." 

A key reason for New Wave's vic
tory was the support of women on the 
campus; women members of New 
Wave developed a concrete program 
on dealing with the threat of rape. 

Iosbaker described the incum
bent administration replaced by 
New Wave as "socially unconscious 
liberals wh-0 acted as a rubber stamp 
for the administration and played at 
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exclude groups nor people from 
participating in the Chicano united 
front. 

Class position does not automa
tically exclude anyone from this 
front either. We should keep in mind 
that the great majority of Chicano 
people of differe · ! classes are in 
antagohistic con tr. i.iction with the 
v_icious U.S. impc: list system. We 
should unite with e\ �ry organization 

. seeking democratic rights for Chi
canos, stress-ing the points of unity, 

'reserving differences for patient dis
cussion and resolution. 

This brings to mind two organi
zations which were invited to the 
San Diego Conference but did not 
attend. They are the GI Forum and 
LULAC. Both these organizations 
espouse total immersion of the Chi
cano struggle into the bourgeois 
political system. Both employ lob
bies in Washington as their main 

political weapons. And both were 
tied closely to the Democratic Party. 

Many of their top leaders also rub 
elbows with elements of the imper
ialist bourgeoisie. However, these 
organizations will find that they 
have to take up the issue of justice 
for undocumented Mexican workers 
if they are to retain any credibility 
among

. 
the Chicano people. Their 

combined membership of close to 
250,000 includes many whose par
ents or relatives entered the U.S., 

�. �

"illegally" at one time or the other. 
It is a fact that the core of the 

Chicano united front will invariably 
be composed of individuals and 
groups who do not see eye to eye on 
every issue. Mrost do not yet see 
socialism as a solution. Some seek a 
separate state or reunification with 
Mexico. But all are united by their 
dedication to bring liberation to 

. their beloved Raza, manifested in 
their consistent practice. 

Given the history of national op-

student government." A key role in 
the campaign was played by the 
Revolutionary Student Brigade. The 
new president, Bruce Hagemann, is 
a member of RSB, as is Iosbaker. t.--

The victory of these slates is a 
hopeful sign for the new student 
movement, and the activists look to 
the next year with optimism. Prob
lem\need to be solved, however. 

On all three campuses, progres
sives now control the executive posi
tions in the ,Student Associations 
but not yet a majority of the senate 
positions. In addition, members of 
the SPC and New Wave are looking 
to transform the unity built around 
their electoral slates into building 
ongoing mass organizations.that will 
help lead 'the struggles on campus. 

Carl Drake is n student at the U. of 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee. 

pression in this country, and the 
suspicion which this · generates 
among Chicanos about the Anglo 
majority, the task of integrating 
Marxism with the broad Chicano 
movement is a difficult one. But by 
humbly serving the Chicano move
ment and by consistently fighting-
around issues directly affecting the 
Chicano masses, communists can 
help Chicano activists build a 
powerful front in the fight for Chi
cano liberation. 
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