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Sham $2 Billion 
Job Program  
Takes Our Money 
To Build 
Police Stations

WITH workers being laid off left and 
right from their jobs in auto and other 
industries, 40% of youth and 60% of the 
Afro-American youth out of work and 
with Miami fresh in his mind, Carter 
approved a $2 billion local public work 
program.

Carter’s Sham Reform
According to Carter’s proposal, much 

of the money will go to the building of 
police stations. Haunted by what hap­
pened in Miami and fearing the explosive 
situation of the 80’s, the bourgeoisie 
is consolidating its police and other fas­
cist apparatus to put down the workers 
and the oppressed in this country. Today 
the capitalists class is aiming every one 
of its efforts towards imposing fascism 
and World War III.

The jobs and relief for the unem­
ployed and the poor that the $2 billion 
is supposed to provide is a sham. For 
example while this public work program 
is being announced, Congress is cutting 
$822 million in relief for the 300,000 
auto workers who were laid off so far by 
raising the eligibility. Also many revenue 
sharing funded programs like CETA 
have been cut to nothing. In Detroit

with half of its revenue from state and 
federal revenue sharing, $21 million was 
cut from its $1.4 billion budget, $2 
billion spreading throughout the country 
just won’t solve the unemployment 
problem, not to even mention the reac­
tionary purpose most of the money is 
going to.

The 8 0 ’s Is A Totally New World
The 80’s is totally different from the 

60’s and the 70’s when the bourgeoisie 
was giving some concessions to cool down 
and divert the mass movement that was 
taking place. In the 80’s, with the econ­
omy worse than the Depression in the 
30’s, the bourgeoisie no longer can afford 
to give reforms. In fact, they have to take 
back everything. In the most recent issue 
of Business Week which outlined a plan 
for the capitalist reindustrialization of 
America, it stated that the government 
should do away with “expectations 
(reforms, ed.) that can no longer be met.”

This means that there is only one 
choice left for the bourgeoisie to main­
tain their rule over us, fascism. This is 
the larger picture behind the $2 billion 
job programs to build police stations. □

Afro-Americans demand for decent job during a recent welfare demonstration in Albany,

FROM THE MASSES TO THE MASSES

Our Readers Speak Out!,

Trotskyites Chase K lan /N azi Scum, Let’s Bourgeosie O ff Hook

June 15, 1980 
Dear Workers Viewpoint,

During the Party's campaign 
around the Kokomo anti-Klan 
demonstration we worked in a co­
alition with some Trotskyites, the 
Revolutionary Socialist League 
(RSL). Throughout the campaign 
and in the sum-up afterwards there 
was a lot of struggle, particularly 
over the role of the state and how to 
deal with it. I took up some inde­
pendent study of Trotsky on fas­
cism to find out why their line was 
so screwy and to deepen my grasp 
of our Party’s correct line. Al­
though I must study more and 
deeper to better grasp our correct 
line on fascism, I would like to 
convey to comrades and friends 
some of the fruits of my study to 
help them deepen their knowledge 
of Marxism and give them more 
ammunition to defeat the Trot lines 
and tendencies wherever they pop 
up.

The underlying fallacy in the 
Trots' argument is that they see 
fascism as an independent move­
ment of the petty-bourgeoisie and 
lumpen-proletariat. Trotsky wrote: 
“ The essence of Fascism and its 
task consist in a complete suppres­
sion of all worker’s organizations 
and in the prevention of their reviv­
al. In a developed capitalist society 
this goal cannot be achieved by 
police methods alone. There is 
only one method for it. and that is 
by directly opposing the pressure 
of the proletariat—the moment it

weakens—by the pressure of the 
desperate masses of the petty- 
bourgeoisie. It is this particular 
system of capitalist reaction that 
has entered history under the name 
of Fascism.” (This and all subse­
quent Trotsky quotes taken from a 
book by Trotsky called Germany 
1931-32, What Next?, Chapter II. 
“ Democracy and Fascism” )

In other words. Trots say that 
the bourgeoisie’s police and state 
apparatus can no longer do the job. 
so the bourgeoisie is forced to turn 
over a large degree of power to the 
fascist petty-bourgeoisie to destroy 
the workers’ organizations. The 
main point to criticize is that the 
fascists are seen as developing in­
dependent of the bourgeoisie and 
the state. In fact, Trotsky sees the 
pre-fascist state as a neutral “ tran­
sitory regime”  between the two 
“ irreconcilably inimical” systems 
of bourgeois democracy and fas­
cism! He says of the Bruning 
dictatorship in Germany just prior 
to the ascent of Hitler to power. 
“ Bruning’s regime is a prepara­
tory regime. Preparatory to what? 
Either to the victory of Fascism, or 
the victory of the proletariat.” As 
if the state didn’t actively help Hit­
ler and actively attack the pro­
letariat! It’s only “ preparatory” to 
one or the other, says Trostsky. 
“ He [Bruning] hasn’t decided to 
this very day to hand power over to 
Hitler.” This is Germany in 1932. 
He’s talking as if finance capital 
hadn't already thrown their full fi­

nancial support behind Hitler and 
already planned out their moves to 
place their man in power to save 
their rule! This is fully consistent 
with RSL’s doubts if the state plan­
ned the murder of the CWP 5. 
Maybe the FBI hasn’t really in­
filtrated the Klan and is giving it 
direction!? Perhaps they don't be­
lieve that the FBI and the CIA are 
being streamlined. Maybe the gov­
ernment really isn’t weakening un­
ions with anti-labor legislation and 
wage controls, or at least this has 
nothing to do with fascism? Maybe 
Carter really isn’t setting up a se­
cret court. Trots are blind to the 
truth!!

Seeing fascists as a petty- 
bourgeois movement independent 
of the state and the direction of the 
monopoly capitalists lead them to 
rely on the state for protection. 
RSL. hard hats and steel toe'boots 
alone will not protect you in 
Kokomo or anywhere else. In fact, 
just prior to Kokomo the RSL said 
they would be worried if the state 
wasn't there, they were worried 
that if the state wasn’t there the 
Klan would attack them. So the 
state was there to protect them, 
right? In their eyes the CWP was 
being provocative when we de­
manded to march and confronted 
the state in Kokomo. RSL, we 
were prepared to deal with all 
eventualities in Kokomo. There 
will be no more Greensboro for us. 
But the bourgeoisie will gun you 
down because of the Trot line you

uphold.
In addition to setting them up for 

the kill, the Trot line is running the 
RSL and assorted other Trosts rag­
ged. Do you ever wonder why 
Trots are forever running to where 
ever there is a Klan or Nazi demon­
station to counter-demonstrate? In 
this period that is a lot of running 
around. Trots see fascists as a 
movement independent of the 
bourgeoisie that must be stopped 
by direct action of the proletariat. 
We believe in beating the fascists’ 
heads in. but we see it as only a part 
of an integral strategy and plan for 
accumulating forces to overthrow 
the bourgeois state and capitalism, 
the root of fascism. The bour 
geoisie, desperate to maintain its 
rule, is trying to impose fascism on 
the American people now. Note. I 
said the bourgeoisie. The fight 
against fascism and against fascists 
is a tactical component of the fight 
for socialist revolution. Trots, see­
ing fascism as separate from the 
bourgeoisie, see fighting it as a 
separate task, although they might 
tack on some “ socialist prop­
aganda.” Thus, to fight fascism 
they are obligated to run to where­
ver the fascist show up. This line 
has no strategic thinking behind it 
and will bum a lot of people out, as 
well as lead Trots into situations 
that could have been avoided 
where they will be at a tactical dis­
advantage against the fascists.

Finally, it is also worth further 
criticizing how Trotsky only sees

fascism metaphysically, one di­
mensionally, and understands no­
thing of its development. As indi­
cated in the first quote from him, 
he sees the crushing of workers’ 
organizations as the essence of fas­
cism. In fact, he sees the workers' 
organizations as “ bases of prole­
tarian democracy: the trade union, 
their political parties, their educa­
tional and sports clubs, their co­
operatives, etc.” This is irregard- 
less of the leadership of these or­
ganizations! But in fact, who did 
the bulk of the work in destroying 
the workers’ organizations? It was 
Social-Democrats. reformists, 
misleaders! They were and are like 
Trojan Horses, killing from 
within. Trotsky's line is to ignore 
the hand in hand relationship be­
tween fascists and reformists, in 
essence to let the reformists do 
their dirty work of preparing the 
ground for the fascists to move in. 
Trotsky writes, “ Social- 
Democracy . . . derives its sup­
port from the workers." True the 
reformists are able to carry out 
some of their treachery because 
they do mislead some workers. But 
Trotsky never says a word about 
the support the Social-Democrats 
get from the bourgeoisie, support 
which Lenin said was their main 
source of strength! Trotsky never 
mentions this because he got his 
support from the same place!j

— J. A.
Detroit


