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Con·ference discusses Viet invas_i�n 

KAMPUCHEA-WHO SHOULD. WE SUPPORT? 
New York City-"! had a deep love for 

the Vietnamese and I still do. Not in a 
romantic sense, but because they were the 
cutting edge of the struggle for libera
tion all over the world ... ·. The cutting 
edge of the struggle for everything we 
fought for, however, has moved from 
Hanoi and Saigon to the maquis[jungles] 
m Kampuchea. The cutting edge is now 

the Kampuchean people's struggle for the 
right to self-determination, self-defini
tion, independence and freedom." 

With these words, McGill University 
professor Sam Noumoff kicked off an all
day conference on "The New War in 
Cambodia" here May 19. More than 200 
people participated in the conference, 
which featured in-depth workshops and 
films as well as speeches analyzing the 
political situation in Southeast Asia since 
Vietnam's all-out invasion of Kampu
chea last winter. The conference was 
sponsored by the Kampuchea Support 
Committee, and drew the endorsement of 
a wide range of progressive people and 
organizations. 

Noumoffs remarks focused on the 
dilemma of those who had actively sup
ported the Vietnamese liberation struggle 
in the past and must now confront the 
fact that Vietnam, once the victim of U.S. 
aggression, is now the perpetrator of ag
gression against Kampuchea. Noumoff 
himself, a professor of East Asian Stu
dies in Montreal, was one of the fore
most figures in the Canadian people's 
movement against the war in Vietnam, 
visiting both north Vietnam and the 
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liberated areas of south Vietnam several 
times io the early '70s. 

While affirming that the anti-war 
movement of those days was a correct. 
struggle, Noumoff also pointed out some 
of its limitations: "We failed to distin
guish between the just cause of the Viet
namese and the Vietnamese themselves. 
If the U.S, lied about Vietnam, then the 
Vietnamese never lied about anything. 

At UNCTAD meeting 

This was our mythology at the time. As a 
result, we came to see the Khmer and the 
Lao through the Vietnamese eyes. We 
believed what we were tolq: that the 
Vietnamese struggle was the apex and the 
Khmer and the Lao struggles were sub-

. servient and dependent on it." 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 16) 

WORLD ECONOMIC ORDER DEBATED 
The establishment of a new interna

tional economic order was one of the 
rn11i11 topicN nf di�c·11��inn :11 tlH' fifth 
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One of the main demands pressed by 
the developing nations was for an end to 
prnlt·1·tio11i\111 'I r;1ck p1ntt-rlionism hus
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ates against the third world. The U.S. 
especially has opposed reopening the 
ncp,oti.ition� to include the dcwlnpinl' 
11,llitlll', 






