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We won't be

cannon fodder

In iImperialist
wars!

A MARXIST-LENINIST VIEW

The answer given by the youth of this
country to Presiden Carter’s proposed re-
gistration and re institution of the draft
has been a strong, militant, resounding
NO No to registration, no to the draft,
no to imperialist war

Tens of thousands of our youth have
taken to the streets to show the big mono-
polies that they are not willing to serve as
cannon fodder m their imperialist wars
The battle is only beginning, but judging
by the broad mobilizations with which the
resistance to registration has started, there
is a mass movement in the making which
will rally hundreds of thousands m this
country against the draft and against im-
perialist war

It is encouraging that despite the

influence of the social democrats, revisio
msts and Trotskyites, the anti draft move
ment has been able to put forward a series
of correct demands that can unite the most
diverse sectors of the revolutionary and
progressive movement in this country

Under the banner of opposition to the
draft of both men and women, recognition
of the right to self-determination of oppres
sed nations, and of opposition to the war,
this movement has the potential of uniting
broad sectors of the people in the US in a
basically anti-imperialist direction

Obviously, not all is so positive The in:
fluence of social-democracy and revisio
msm is really strong That influence is felt
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at each step, and there are many attempts
to deviate the resistance movement to-
wards a reformist path They try, for exam
pie, to sabotage the efforts of taking up
the rigfyt of oppressed nations to self deter
mination to its logical conclusion concre
te material and political support for natio
nal liberation movements As a matter of
fact, the need to develop consciousness on
this question is one of the tasks of Marxist
Leninists within this struggle

Regarding the question of war, social
democrats are basically bourgeois pacifists
who oppose war in itself and adopt a paci
fist attitude towards it For them there is
no difference between imperialist wars and
wars for national liberation and socialist
revolution They do not recognize the me
vitability of war under the imperialist sys
tern, and spread the view that it is possible
to avoid war—by defeating war mongenng

politicians, through the election of so-called

“pacifist” and “progressive” politicians It
is not mere chance that many of them pro
mote the candidacies of Jerry Brown and
Ted Kennedy, in opposition to those of
Carter and Reagan, as a way of combatting
the draft and the war danger

The work of the social-democrats helps
to a great extent the work of revisionists,
who also spread false illusions and refor
mist solutions to the problem For them,
all is solved with “detente” between the
two superpowers and with the ratification
of SALT Il Obviously, it is the task of
MLs in this struggle to clarify the question
of what is war, what are the different types
of war, and what should be our attitude
towards each one of these

The anti-war movement creates very
favorable conditions for the work of MLs
Objectively, it creates a pool of hundreds
of thousands of young people who have
been mobilized agamst the war for dfffe
rent reasons (EG they dont want to join
the army, they don't think the reasons gi-
ven for registration are correct, they don’t
feel the Afghanistan issue is sufficient rea
son, they don’t believe in violence, they
oppose it for religious or philosophical
reasons,etc ) , but the fact that they do
oppose it gives us the opportunity to reach
them through our work and propaganda
and agitation It is crucial that we utilize
this opportunity in a correct way and not
allow right or “left” errors to keep us lag
gmg behind isolated from the masses in
the struggle

At this moment we see the tasks of
communists within the anti-draft, anti
war movement as follows

1 to participate actively in the diffe
rent anti-draft coalitions that have been
formed citywide and nationwide, in col
leges, schools, commumties,etc This is
so, independently of who has the upper
hand in these coalitions

2 to promote and defend the ML
principle of uniting all those that can be
united in this struggle We have to oppo-
se all sectarian attempts to narrow down
this broad mass movement so that it ser
ve as a front for one tendency or another
One of the areas in which this danger is
greater is regardmg the superpowers The
revisionists and many of the Trotskyites
try by all means to get the movement to
adopt its counterrevolutionary point of
view of the Soviet Umon as a “socialist’
peace-loving country that respects the
- vedom of other nations The specific
case of Afgnamstan and the rejection of
tle Soviet invasion of that country by
many of the forces composing the anti
draft, anti war movement showed how the
the revisionists and their followers are a
source of division that deviate, split and
therefore, weaken this movement

Although up to this moment it has
not been manifested in terms of a clear
ly defined line, there is the danger that
some comrades who uphold the correct
thesis of the three worlds mistakenly at-
tempt to make opposition to both super-
powers a basis of umty of this movement
We believe that unity has to be based on
opposition to the draft and imperialist
war These two principles provide a broad

basis of umty to develop a great mass
movement agamst the imperialists’ strate
gy and at the same time allows MLs to
put forward particular points of view a
round the issues confronted by this
movement

3 to stress the need to provide con-
crete support for national liberation strug
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thus has to be raised And it is a matter of
correctly fighting for the interests of the
working and oppressed people today (op-
posing the registration and the draft),
without sacrificing the propaganda and
agitation for the long term goal the dicta
torship of the proletariat and socialism We
have to make the struggle against the draft

Veterans are a very important sector of the anti-draft, anti-war movement
Here a Vietnam veteran tells anti-war demonstrators of oppressive conditions faced

gles, in particular those spearheaded
agamst US imperialism We have to concre
tely link our opposition to imperialist war
with the struggles waged by oppressed peo
pies and nations of the thud world for na
tional liberation and agamst imperialist
war In fact, some of the coalitions (the
one at Columbia, for example) have taken
correct positions condemmng the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan and the US attacks
agamst Iran We have to promote the under-
standing among our people on the role of
the third world deterring imperialist war

4 to concretely denounce the role of the
the Soviet Uninn in the world today It is
not a matter of merely talking about Soviet
social imperialism (of which in fact we do
have to talk about alot in our propaganda
and agitation) but of proving in concrete
terms what it isthat the Soviets are doing
in Afghanistan, Kampuchea, Ethiopia,etc
We have to combat the revisionists, Trots
kyites and other opportunists who reduce
imperialism to the US

5 to combat anti-communism We have
to be very careful in our exposures of the
Soviet Union so that we don’t commit the
error of feeding on the anti-communist
sentiments that exist in wide sectors of the
anti war movement Many are opposed to
the actions of the Soviet Union but claim
that the problem is in that the Soviets are
commumsts In this light their opposition
to the Afghanistan invasion, the occupation
of Kampuchea,etc are positive But it
could be a senous right error not to com
bat backward ideas among the masses sim-
ply because those ideas may lead to posi
tions that in general coincide with ours

6 to raise socialism as ultimately the
solution The need for socialism, the need
for a proletanan revolution and the dicta
torship of the proletariat m our country
is a demand that we ard”"S propose as a
point of umty for a mass coalition But
we have the responsibility, the unavoida-
ble responsibility, may we say, of raising
the question of socialism, of explaining
to the people, in the course of the anti
draft struggle, that as long as imperialism
exists imperialist wars will exist and there-
fore the draft for imperialist wars will also
exist Failure to do this would be a serious
right error that would (ielp the opportu
rust forces to maintain a grip on the anti
draft movement

Our strategic goal of transforming the
imperialist war to a civil war for the defeat
and overthrow of our own bourgeoisie

part and parcel of the struggle agamst un
perialist war, agamst the two superpowers,
and especially agamst US imperialism and
for socialism in the US

6 to broaden the movement We have
to take the issue beyond the campuses
We must concentrate on the working class,
oppressed nationalities and women Up to
now, the mobilization against the draft has
been carried out basically in the most pres
tigious universities in the US The students
in those universities come in the main from
rich families There are very few sons, much
much less daughters of workers and oppres,
sed nationalities that study in Harvard,
Yale, UCLA, Columbia,etc , which are the
universities that have been in the forefront
of the struggle

Our attitude has to be one of broade-
ning the movement drawing into it forces
that have been practically absent from it,
without belittling the importance of those
who are already bemg mobilized It is thus
not a question of substituting one sector
for another,but of adding qualitatively
and quantitavely so that the movement
may improve

TEACH-IN

error played into the hands of the CPUSA

and the petition was withdrawn as a reso
lution

SUMMATION

Overall, we feel that our work in the
conference was productive because of the
line and tactics, the consciousness and ge
nuine anti-imperialist aspirations of the
people, the blatant opportumsm of the
CPUSA and the blatant actions of the two
superpowers in war preparations We plan
to continue to work with various forces
and will stnve to help build this movement,
continuing to build on the positive results
of the conference

We also learned that many of the young
elements in this movement do not have a
direct or clear grasp of the anti-Vietnam
war or anti-draft movements of the 60°s
Erroneous ideas from that time have not
yet been rejected by this movement, such
as reformism (write your congressmen),
pacifism (mystical approaches to opposing
the draft),etc The absence of significant

We must then bring this issue mto the
shops and trade unions Not only because
there are many workers of recruitment
age, but because it is the sons and daugh
ters of workers that are marked as future
cannon fodder in the event of war The
working class is the most revolutionary
class in our society and its participation is
a determining factor of how successful the
anti draft, anti war movement will be

Special attention has to be placed on
women who must now face the draft di-
rectly, and on high school students The
latter, after graduating or dropping out of
school, will be confronted with no jobs,
no college education,etc , and the draft
will appear to many of them as the only
alternative left open

8 to develop a relentless struggle against

social democracy, revisionism and Trots
kyism within the movement It is crucial
to develop this struggle correctly so as to
help us win people over to the correct line
rather than isolate us from the masses in
struggle We are not to expose the oppor-
tunists and ask the genuine forces to walk
out with us Fust and foremost we are to
actively take part in the struggle without
sacrificing our independence and initiative
This is at the crux of the matter

It is not a matter of trying to out ma
nuever the marsh forces, of “sneaking” in
a speaker or of having people umte with
us under an incorrect line It’s a matter of
putting forward a program of struggle

that can, in fact, lead the movement m a
revolutionary path

It’s not a matter of denouncing the
Trotskyites,because they believe in the
theory of “permanent revolution” Nor
is it a matter of denouncing the revisionists
because they push the theory of “peaceful
transition to socialism” It’s not even a
question of denouncing the social demo-
crats because they support a particular
wing of the Democratic Party, but of point
mg out how at each step these forces come
out with proposals, slogans, resolutions™
etc , that are incorrect, that weaken the
struggle,etc

9 to promote serious, open and above-
board discussion on the different political
lines that we, the M L forces mvolved in
this key issue, uphold We should promote
joint work wherever possible, unified slo-
gans,etc This will not only help us in bet
ter combatting opportumsm within the
anti war movement, but also help us Im
prove the relations among the genuine for
ces in this country

So, let’s move forward comrades, let’s
get to work in the anti draft movement,
Let’s make it part and parcel of the strug
gle against US imperialism Let’s make
suie that the spontaneous struggle of
today is the conscious struggle of
tomorrowl
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working class participation, the lack of a
genuine party,etc , will also take their toll
and unfortunately, could result in unneces
sary repetition of previous errors We sum
manzed that that history will need to be
explained and summed up to this move
ment especially by the commumst forces
and that consequently, the Marxist Leni-
nists must acquire a more detailed grasp
of that history

We see that the real qualitative step in
advancing this work among the US people
to postpone the outbreak of WW 111 would
be the principled uniting of MarxisfiLem-
mst forces This should be clear to every
one In this vein, we and LPR will conti-
nue concrete efforts to break down what-
ever sectarianism and big organization
chauvinism that remains in our movement
In this way, we can all struggle for umty
on a correct line, approach and practice
Then our individual efforts can have a di-
rect bearing m clarifying a correct direction
to oppose superpower war preparations
(especially those of the US) and aid in the
establishing ofa new communist party
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