Overturn
Bakhe
Decision !!

The histery of the multinational working class

and oppressed masses in the U.S. is characterized
by long years of intense struggles against na-
+isnal oppression, against the slavery, racial
discrimination and dbrutal exploitation of oppres-
sed nationalities. The special admission programs
in colleges and schools, special hiring proce-
dures in industries such as steel, and other "af-
firmative action" programs designed to increase
the participation of minorities in educational,
housing and employment opportunities were conces-
sions ferced out of the bourgecisie through the
struggle of the 60's. Now that the imperialists
are suffering a world-wide crisis, they are stri-
ving to make workers and oppressed people pay for
that crisis by cutbacks in salaries, services and
benefits gained, Affirmative action programs are
one of their targets. They are qurrently under con-
sistent attacks by the racist U.S. bourgeciszie,

by cuts in funding,as well as by the complete eli-
mination of such programs.

BAKKE CASE

The Californian Supreme Court's decision of last
~aas an the Bakke suit is an evample of +hess ai-
tacks. Briefly: the Medical Schoel of California
at Davis admits 100 medical students every year.
Under its "affirmative action™ program, 16 of

these 100 slots are assigned to minority applicants,
Allan Bakke, a rejected white applicant, filed a suit
against the University, alleging 'reverse dis-
crimination” and a violation of equal rights ac-
cording to the i4th amendment of the U.S. consti-
tution. The California Supreme Court upheld his
claim against the "affirmative action" program,

and the case is currently being appealed in the
U.S. Supreme Court. i

The Bakke decision is a heavy blow against the
rights of minorities, and already thousands of
workers and oppressed people throughout this coun-
try are waging a militant struggle to demand the
overturning of that decision. 1Its effects are
not limited merely to the guarantee of minority
admissions to the Medical School of the University
of Califernia at Davis. It establishes the legal
precedent for the elimination of many such pro-
grams throughout the country, not just in educa-
tien, but alsc in labor contracts and in housing.
The Bakke case, constitutes the stepping stone
for far-reaching attacks against the hard-won
gains of oppressed minorities in the U.S. The
most reactionary sectors of the bourgeoisie are
using Bakke's claim that he was rejected from
Continues on page 3 ...
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