
The Present Party-Building 
Movement In The USA And The 
Materialist Conception Of History

INTRODUCTION

, Tbe honest working class reader who has followed some nf the
resort eventofistHVh?6’ th f  backstabbing and namecalling, the 
m enurthe T IB A t gH g -n the SO'called Party-building move- 
Jheel n + USA t day Wl11 Probably be surprised, perhaps even ' 
shocked,at our assertion that all of these Party-building groups have 
at least one important ideological position which they sh^reTn com
fTom ther0Wort6 °v t0ber LeagUe t0 the C ^ u n i s t  Labor ?arty 

!!° eerS ViewP°int Organization to the RCP all of the’ 
S S  T a? 6 . n6W communist movement” hold the view that the

Sn4nir£fSS
Before the reader becomes overly optimistic about the nossi 

raniLi01 de^el°Ping Principled unity among these groups and or- 
tion n f T  baf 6d °"  their fundamental agreement on this key ques- 

arxist world outlook, it is necessary to point out that the
ment wdh °h Pf  ty'buiIding groups is not however in agree- 
ment with but is in fact in fundamental opposition to the Marx-

approach to the origin of scientific socialism Their idealist con  
ceptmn of the origin of Marxism is in fundamental^^opposition 5o 
the teachings of Marxism on this key philosophical question
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The question of where does Marxism come from is an exceed
ingly important question for the revolutionary Marxist to answer 
in a generally correct fashion at any time, for the kind of answer 
given to this question will both reflect and contribute to the ap
proach of the proletarian revolutionary to the leaders, the party, the 
class,and the masses during the course of the actual struggle against 
capital. It will be affected by and in turn will affect the objective 
role played by the revolutionary in the concrete class and national 
struggles against international capital. It will affect the path which 
such revolutionaries will take in struggling to establish a genuine 
Marxist-Leninist Party in the USA. This fact applies equally to those 
revolutionaries in the oppressed nations within the state boundaries 
of US imperialism, including Puerto Rico and the Black Belt Afro- 
American Nation among others, who may well be successful in es
tablishing Marxist-Leninist Parties in their nations prior to the es
tablishment of a Marxist-Leninist Party in the US (North) oppres
sor nation or of a single multi-national Marxist-Leninist Party in 
the US multi-national state as a whole.

At this particular historical moment in the USA,when there is a 
growing restlessness in the working class movement and a growing 
reawakening of th's class to its own strengths, when there is no 
genuine Marxist-Leninist Party, no party of the revolutionary prol
etariat , and when many groups are seriously discussing how such a 
party can be established,and when these groups are actually taking 
steps to establish parties which they claim can meet the great task 
of leading the US proletariat in the revolutionary overthrow of US 
imperialism, the leader of the imperialist camp, their efforts for the 
most part are already doomed to defeat. Their idealist based plans 
and actions regarding party-building are destined to be scuttled on 
the rocks of reality.

Hence, we believe that the fact that all these various party-build
ing groups share an idealist conception of the origin of Marxism 
means that this position constitutes a formidable obstacle to the 
building of a genuine Marxist-Leninist Party in the USA. Therefore, 
this pamphlet will hopefully play at least a small part in reviving the 
teachings of Marxism-Leninism concerning the materialist concep- 
tionof history. In this way we will help to discover the material 
basis upon which honest proletarian revolutionaries can be mobil
ized for the creation, the consolidation,and the development of a 
new genuine Communist Party in the USA, capable of fulfilling its 
historical tasks as the vanguard of the US section of the revolution
ary international proletariat. Furthermore, the revival of the Marx
ist-Leninist materialist conception of history can only strengthen 
the international communist movement which is dominated by 
modern revisionism centered in the USSR on the one hand, and by 
the present Chinese leadership with its vulgar idealist conception 
of history on the other.
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From the outset it is important for the honest working class 
reader to recognize a number of points: 1) This particular dogma 
of the “new communist movement” not only is wrong today but 
has always been in opposition to the fundamental teachings of 
Marxism. Chapter I, “The Materialist Conception of History: A 
Fundamental Proposition of Marxism-Leninism” establishes this 
fact. 2) The implementation of this anti-Marxist dogma by the 
“new communist movement” is extremely harmful to the practical 
struggle of the proletariat and the struggle to build a genuine Marx- 
ist-Leninist Party in the USA. Chapter II, “The Idealist Conception 
of History Put Forth by the ‘New Communist Movement’ and its 
Implications for Party-Building in the USA Today” examines this 
phenomenon. 3) The “new communist movement” has, of course, 
dusted off a few pages found on the shelves of the accumulated 
writings of Leninism which seem on the surface to be a justification 
of this dogma. We examine the main text which has been abused by 
the “new communist movement” in Chapter III, “A Leninist Ex
amination of What is to be Done? , the ‘Bible’ of the ‘New Com
munist Movement’ and How the ‘New Communist Movement’ 
‘Upholds the Faith’ ”. 4)Theirdogma must be tested by the Lenin
ist method, i. e., “in the crucible of the revolutionary struggle of the 
masses, in the crucible of living practice.” Chapter IV, “Some Hist
orical Experience of the International Proletariat in Party-Building” 
examines significant experience of the revolutionary proletariat in 
the USA, the USSR, China,and Albania. 5) The “new communist 
movement’s” dogma on this question is so unanimously agreed upon 
by all the different groups and organizations that none of these 
forces ever question it; and so it is difficult to even find this posit
ion in print. The material reasons for their unanimity on this vital 
issue are examined in Chapter VA, “The Class and National Origin 
of the ‘New Communist Movement’ and of its Idealist Conception 
of History” and also in Chapter VB, “The Political Origins and 
Leadership of the ‘New Communist Movement’ and its Political 
Goals.” 6) Finally, we attempt to draw some theoretical conclusions 
to which a materialist conception of history give rise in the current 
political situation. Based on this materialist conception,we project 
some key political strategy which honest proletarian revolutionaries 
muct correctly act on in the course of successfully building a genuine 
Marxist-Leninist Party in the USA. In Chapter VI, “Some Conclu
sions About the Present Party-Building Movement in the USA and 
the Tasks Of Marxist-Leninists” we set these forth.
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I

THE MATERIALIST CONCEPTION OF HISTORY:
A FUNDAMENTAL PROPOSITION OF MARXISM- 
LENINISM.

Comrade Engels in his authoritative work, Socialism, Utopian 
and Scientific, points to the discovery by Marx of the materialist 
conception of history as one of the two great discoveries which 
elevated socialism to the scientific status. Hence the importance 
of this proposition for the very foundation of Marxism, of scien
tific socialism, of the science of the proletarian revolution.

Comrade Lenin obviously considered the materialist conception 
of history to be a cornerstone of Marxism, as he gives the subject 
a prominent place in his brief article on the Teachings of Karl 
Marx * In the section, entitled, “The Materialist Conception of 
History” Lenin quotes a lengthy passage from Marx’ A Contri
bution to the Critique of Political Economy:

“ In the social production of the means of life, human beings enter into 
definite and necessary relations which are independent of their will - pro
duction relations which correspond to a definite stage of the development 
of their productive forces. The totality of these production relations con
stitutes the economic structure of society, the real basis upon which 
a legal and political super-structure arises and to which definite forms of 
social consciousness correspond. The mode of production of the material 
means of life determines, in general, the social, political, and intellectual 
processes of life. It is not the consciousness of human beings that deter
mines their existence, but, conversely, it is their social existence that deter
mines their consciousness. At a certain stage of their development, the 
material productive forces of society come into conflict with the existing 
production relationships, or, what is but a legal expression for the same 
thing, with the property relationships within which they have hitherto 
moved. From forms of development of the productive forces, these rela
tionships turn into their fetters. A period of social revolution then begins. 
With the change in the economic foundation, the whole gigantic super
structure is more or less rapidly transformed. In considering such trans
formations we must always distinguish between the material changes in the 
economic conditions of production, changes which can be determined with 
the precision of natural science, and the legal, political, religious, aesthetic, 
or philosophic, in short, ideological forms, in which human beings become 
conscious of this conflict and fight it out to an issue.

* All reference works quoted in this pamphlet are listed in the bibliography.
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