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Wilmington, North Carolina 

Prison Rebels Face 25 Years 
Wilmington, North Carolina, Mon

day, July 23-lt wa hotter than hell in 
Wilmington-98 ° for two weeks run
ning-and about 10 get hotter. 
Prisoners on the third floor in the New 
Hanover County jail were suffocating 
behind boarded-up windows, com
peting with rats, roaches and mice for 
sitting room. 81 prisoners were crowded 
inro space that was already too small 
for the 63 person maximum now 
established by the pigs. 

At 7:30 a.m. the prisoners made their 
move. They called two jailers over to 
gel a mop out of one of the cells. When 
the pigs opened the cell door, the 
prisoners grabbed their key. Within 
minutes, they had taken over the whole 
jail, opened the other cell doors, and 
barricaded the doors with vending 
machines. Scared stiff, the two jailers 
scurried into a cell and locked it with 
their handcuffs. The revolt was on. 

The word spread like brush fire 
through Wilmington. People came to 
stand outside the jailhouse from all 
over town, friends and family of the 
prisoners, supponers, tourists from the 
waterfront to check out what was hap
pening-close to 900 people. While a 
platoon of pigs crouched nervously 
behind patrol cars with their shotguns 
aimed at the jailhouse windows, 
prisoners shouted down 10 the people, 
"We want the truth!" 

They demanded to talk ro reporters 
about the monstrous conditions inside 
the jail-the heat and overcrowding, 
not being allowed to take showers or 
even brush their teeth, and other denials 
of basic necessities of life. They shouted 
their demands out of the windows of 
the jail to the crowd below. Some in the 
crowd shouted at the cops, "Why don't 
you let. them talk?" 

For nearly four hours, the prisoners 
held the jail. The pigs held phony 
negoliation\:., making lying promises 
rhar they viould let the prisoners tell the 
story of conditions in jail to the press, 
until they learned their two fellow dogs 
were safely cowering in a jail cell. Then 
they stormed the jail with shotguns in 
hand, swinging clubs at prisoners, while 
the prisoners fought back with fire ex-
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Wilmington prisoners rebel. Five now face 25 years in jail for demanding to
be treated better than caged animals. 

tinguishers. 
Even when they were being taken 

out, some of them in their shorts 
beca.use jailers wouldn't let them wear 
clothes, 1he prisoners raised their fists 
to 1he crowd, shouting ou1 about condi
ti.ons in the jail. On the rare occasion 
when they were allowed LP take 
showers, the stalls were covered with 
fu,ngus: being infested with vermin of 
all kinds, including lice. The one hour 
per week for visitors was taken up with 
skin searches. 

As the buses pulled out for Burgaw 
jail in Lumberton, prisoners were still 
waving their fists, joyous at what th�y 
had done, regardless of what might . 
come. 

At Burgaw the pigs did what they 
didn't dare do in front -of the 
crowd-beat the hell out of the 
prisoners. One prisoner wrote to his 
mother, "I'm in ·a wo'rld of trouble. I 
really don't care. They brought us up 
here in Burgaw and beat u's up with 
their sticks. I wasn't about to just stand 
rhere and I foughl them back and they 
bruised me up." 

They were thrown in segregation cells 
without clothes or personal belongings. 
And they were sent to RaJeigh Central 

1 Prison, one of the worst prisons in 
Nor:th Carolina. 

The local rulers were aghast. How 
could this happen? After all, the' 
prisoners had been promised clean new 
lodging in the new jail before long. One 
county commissioner even criticized the 
sheriff Tor being too "gent!�" for not 
blowing away the prisoners. 

People in the neighborhood around 
the jail told all about 1he sheriff's
"gentleness." Elevators stopped be
tween floors while deputies beat up 
prisoners. A man beaten by a woman 
pig and thrown in jail where he died 
without treatment. A man arrested 
after he'd been shot; taken to the jail 
from a hospital with tubes still in his 
nose and arm. Fifteen people in a cell 
with two bunks, sleeping on the floor 
next to the toilet which rarely worked. 

Since the uprising, 1he sheriff has 
made a big show in trying to paint over 
the worst of 1he filth, closing the jail for 
IO days and "as a humanitarian 
gesture," taking the boards off the win
dows. Bui the main renovation has been 
in new double locks ana bright lights 10 
keep a better eye on prisoners. 

With all their recogl)itibn that "con
ditions might have_ been a littlebad" the 

Lawyers Guild Meeting 

Mao Defendants Case 
Stirs Dispute 
On August 13, the National Ex

ecutive Committee of the National 
Lawyers Guild (NLG) passed a resolu
tion demanding that all charges be 
dropped against the Mao Tsetung 
Defendants. RCP supporters had asked 
the Guild 10 take a firm position against 
this assault on the Party and its Chair
man. The National Lawyers Guild won a 
fighting reputation for its struggle 
against red-baiting. and McCarthyite 
repression in the I 940s and 1950s and in 
many political court ba1tles since then. 
The NLG could play a very helpful role 
in mobilizing members of the legal pro
fession and others to stand up 10 the 
government's attacks in this case. 

For this reason the resolution was 
definitely a positive development. It 
w;1s the product of some sharp struggle 
which took place at Lhe Guild's Na
tional Executive Board meeting (essen
tially a bi-annual mini-convention) over 
the weekend in Minneapolis. This strug
gle revealed that there are a few oppor
lUnists operating within the Guild who 
arc so blinded by their sectarian hatred 
of the RCP and the cause of revolution 
that they would 1ry to· destroy the 
Guild as a progressive organization. 
rather than sec it take a stand against 
the government in this case. Most 
definitely these opportunists, including 
the CPML, the CP and others, would 
like nothing better than to sec RCP 
Chairman, Bob Avakian, and the 16 
other defendants in prison. 

At a meeting of the Guild committee 
against government repression and 
police crimes, which took place at the 
beginning of this convention, RCP sup
porters and others introduced a resolu
tion against 1he railroading of the Mao 
Tsetung Defendants. After some 
discussion as to whether or not this 
resolution would imply that the Guild 
supported the stand . taken against 
China's revisionist rulers in the January 
29th demonstration, the resolution was 
passed overwhelmingly with only secon
dary changes. It was considered in
conceivable that Guild members would 
not vote to condemn this kind of repres
sion. Later copies of this resolution 
were given out to everyone at the con
vention, as part of the general agitation 
and educational work done by RCP 

4Supporters around this case. 
Under ordinary circumstances, this 

resolution would have been routinely 
passed along to the National Executive 
Committee without further question. 
Recognizing that this resolution would 
be controversial, and wanting to build 
real political support and not just get a 
formal rcsol·ution, Party supporters 
tried to have discussion of this resolu
tion scheduled into one of

d
the main 

plenary sessions. This re uest was 
denied. Still, there was quite a bit of in
formal discussion. 

This was more than some people 
could stand. The CPML, along with the 
"Revolutionary Workers Head-

quarters" (better known as the Men
sheviks, who split from I he RCP), who 
generally played a fairly laid-back role 
in this conference, were forced to jump 
out and fight. Even though many peo
ple at the convention had some ques
tions about China and the RCP's 
denunciation of the current leadership, 
these groups did not dare openly argue 
against the resolution as being "anti
China. " This was a confession by the 
CPML and the Mensheviks of political 
bankruptcy. They knew that any real 
debate over the question of what has 
happened in China would only make 
their hollow and reactionary pro-Teng 
lin� look very foolish to anyone who 
thought about it. So instead, they 
launched a cowardly sneak attack by 
parliamentary maneuver. 

Late in the afternoon on the last 
day of the convention, a half an hour 
before it was scheduled to end, when 
many of the hundreds of observers and 
delegates had already left for home, a 
motion was made to table the resolution 
on the Mao Tsetung Defendants-with 
1he excuse that it was too controversial 
to pass without discussion and there 
was no longer enough time 10 discuss it! 

As the forces marshalled by the 
CPML and the Mensheviks, and the

_few more honest people who were 
fooled by the appeal nor to vote on the 
motion "without discussion," all raised 
their hands, and the motion to table 
the resolution passed by a vote of 

pigs are out for revenge. They ,�ere left 
with nothing to charge the prisoners 
with. They had done less than $ 100 
damage to the jail and hadn't taken any 
hostages. --

' 

So the court singled out five prisoners 
for special treatment'. They decided that 
"damage incurred during the uprising." 
included not only the few light bulbs 
that were broken, but also th� cost of 
the bus to take them to- Burgaw and the 
wages of the extra pigs needed to beat 
the prisoners up once they got there. 
And they.decided their loss should be 
twisted 10 charge the five prisoners with 
kidnapping and hostage-taking by a 
prisoner. For demanding 10 be treated 
better than animals in a cage these 
brothers face 25-year sentences. ■

51-38, a handful of people sat with
smug looks on their faces. They
thought they had wofi a cheap victory.
They thought they had stampeded peo
ple into what amounted 10 taking a
stand against the Mao Tsetung Defen
dants. without discussion.

It was only a few minutes before 
these snakes had the smiles wiped off 
their fates. According to parliamentary 
rules and the agenda, there was to be no 
more discussion and debate. But more 
and more people were becoming 
uneasy, and more than a few- were 
furious, seeing that what had happened 
would  bring .s hame upon the 
Guild-thar the Guild could not con
tinue as a progressive organization and 
at the same time allow itself to . be 
characterized by the same kind of anti
communism that it had been formed to 
prevent. 

The struggle broke loose a few 
minutes later, during the very last item 
on the agenda, "criticism and self
criticism." Speaker after speaker rose 
up to denounce what had happened as 
completely unprin"cipled and disgusting, 
as something which threatened the 
Guild's very reason to exist. Only one 
person dared defend it, a CPMLer from 
Chicago, who said that maybe it was 
wrong to hang the RCP without a trial, 
but that "many of us hate the,RCP for 
good reason." This made it ever more 
plain that the CPML's hatred for the 
RCP, and really for revolution itself, 
ran far deeper than any desire 10 appear 
progressive or "non-sectarian." 

The debate and struggle spilled oui 
onto the floor and was vigorously per
sued among the delegates as the conven
tion broke up. RCP supporters were 
joined by several other people who, 
although they most definitely did 1101 
want 10 be branded as "RCP symps," 
went among the delegates asking them 
to personally sign their names 10 the 
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Continued from page 7
scene in the film where Mao Tsetung
sends a message to the school suppor
ting the revolutionary line. "Why was
such ̂ message needed?" This question
of the relationship between revolu
tionary leaders and the masses was also
raised during the time of the Mao
Tsetung Memorials last Fall when some
people asked the Party, "Well, if you
say the masses are the makers of
history, why are you making such a big
deal about the role of Mao Tsetung?"
The portrayal of the hero in the

revolutionary operas and films which
were a great product of the Cultural
Revolution in China were based on the

theory of "combining revolutionary
realism with revolutionary roman
ticism." On the one hand, it is a reflec
tion of objective reality that in the bitter
class struggle against the bourgeoisie,
the masses must and do bring forward
genuine revolutionary leaders. These in
dividuals, because of their deep grasp
of ihe^ historic mission of the pro
letariat, the science of the proletarian
revolution, and their understanding
that leadership, in the last analysis,
means arming the masses to grasp hold
of their revolutionary destiny, play a
very significant—in fact, indispen
sable—role in the outcome of the class
struggle. In fact, it is an index of the
level of maturity of a social movement,
of the ripening conditions necessary for
a rising class to actually seize power,
whether or not such individuals are pro
duced by the masses, capable of leading
the struggle through to victory. Lenin,
him.self one of the most outstanding
great leaders our class has ever produc
ed, pointed out that "Not a single class
in history has achieved power without

Andy Young
Continued from page 14

to break through. "People always were
and always will be the foolish victims of
deceit and self-deceit in politics until
they learn to.discover the interests of
some class or other behind all moral,
religious, political and social phrases,
declarations and promises."
Andy Young is no forthright spokes

man for the interests of the oppressed.
He is a slick hustler for the interests of
the oppressing class. A lot of people
have said that the reason Andy Young
was forced to resign was that he was not
a "yes man." Well, he may not be a
subservient, open bower and scraper
like a lot of your politicians, but then,
he couldn't play the role that he does
for the capitalists if he came off that
way. The days when Steppin Felchit
was promoted as a model for Blacks are
long gone because people just won't
tolerate that garbage. But that doesn't
make Andy Young any less of a "yes
man" for the capitalist system that con
tinues to exploit and oppress people.
Andy Young's routine was mapped

out from the beginning. Let him spout
some radical-sounding (but not loo
radical!) bull to lull the oppressed to
sleep, thinking they've got a "friend"
in high places. Then have Carter "ex
cuse" Young's more militant-sounding
rhetoric and carry out the real govern
ment policies. It's the old shell game
they'll play forever, with ever-new
Andy Youngs, until we smash the shell.

In fact, while Andy Young's time as
UN Amba.ssador has come to an end,
his role as a hustler for the capitalists is
by no means over. If anything, Young's
prestige as a "militant leader" and
spokesman for Black people has been
somewhat heightened by his "bloody
but unbowed" resignation. I did what 1
had to do, he said, and I'm not sorry
for it. And he then set right to work
preparing to support Carter's re
election and trying to minimize the
damage that his firing might do to
Carter's support among Black voters.
Of course, Andy is a,pretty shrewd

character. He may see this as just the
right occasion to jump off the "Carter
team," like jumping off the Titanic
before it goes under. Who knows,
maybe Teddy Kennedy or some other
presidential candidate will have a better
offer for him. His services are certainly
for sale. ®

producing political leaders, its promi
nent representatives able to organize a
movement and lead it."

The key to understanding the role of
revolutionary leaders, and why they are
able to play such a significant part in
shaping world history, is exactly their
dialectical relationship to the revolu
tionary class which produced them. The
ability and influence of such leaders is
not based on some innate or mystical
force within them independent of the
millions of people who are striving to
advance society and history forward.
That the proletariat has been able to
produce outstanding revolutionary
leaders, far-sighted, courageous, and,
like Mao Tsetung, determined to lead
the masses in fighting for revolution to
their last breath, is a fact of proof that
the ma.sses do indeed make history.
Of course, world history—especially

the struggle for socialism and com
munism—is not in the last analysis,
made blindly or spontaneously. Chance
and accident do play a part in shaping
events,- of course, but it is no chance
and no accident that a revolutionary
class preparing to seize power will pro
duce its conscious vanguard party and
its great leaders to serve as the general
staff of its struggle.

This, then, is what is meant by "revo
lutionary realism" in portraying such
heroes as Lung in "Breaking With Old
Ideas"—such heroic leaders exist objec
tively in the forefront of the revolu
tionary ranks and at critical turning
points they in fact can play a decisive
role in the outcome of the struggle.
Therefore, in order to genuinely depict
a class struggle in revolutionary art,
proletarian heroes must be vividly and
clearly brought to life, and their promi
nent role must be emphasized.

Revolutionary Romanticism

But in revolutionary art, the realism
must be combined with "revolutionary
romanticism." This is because art is, as
Mao Tsetung pointed out, "on a higher
plane, and more intense, more concen
trated, more typical, nearer the ideal,
and therefore more universal than ac

tual everyday life." The character of

the hero Lung in "Breaking With Old
Ideas" represents a concentrated ex
pression of the revolutionary ideal that
Mao Tsetung and the Four were fight
ing for; and he actually stands, and is
intended to stand, higher than life. He
serves as a living embodiment of the
proletarian revolutionary line in the
film.

This is in opposition to the bourgeois
theory of realism, which holds that
characters should be portrayed "just as
they are," "warts and all." Such a
bourgeois line held sway in cultural
circles in China for a long period. In the
original revolutionary opera, "Taking
Tiger Mountain by Strategy," for ex-'
ample, the bourgeois writers insisted
that the main hero of the piece be por
trayed "true to life." "They therefore
made Yan Tzu-jung (the hero) hum or
sing ditties on his way up the mountain
to the bandits' lair, flirt with Vulture's
foster daughter.. .and tell ribald satires
in the bandit stronghold," according to
an article summing up the class struggle
around this opera. Such a line would
lead to smearing and defacing the image
of the proletarian heroes and the masses
as a whole by emphasizing small per
sonal faults or idiosyncracies. The line,
"Well, if-it's really true, why not por
tray it? Show the bad as well as the
good, what have we to fear from the
truth?" actually is a cover for getting
over a big lie. The fact is that in art,
whatever is portrayed has the symbolic
content and power to convey a specific
political tine.

Because of the symbolic nature of
art, things which are of little impor
tance or are totally irrelevant in actual
life become invested with great signifi
cance on the stage or screen. Suppose a
revolutionary is portrayed with some
physical defect or other while the
counterrevolutionary main enemy is
portrayed as witty, charming and hand
some. Certainly, it is possible that in
real life some heroic fighters have
physical defects and some counter
revolutionaries crack urbane jokes and
charm people—the better to perform
their treachery.

But if, under the guise of "truthful

portrayal," this situation is projected
onto the screen, the physical character-^
istics of the two antagonists become
symbolic—the outward weakness of the
revolutionary seems to convey some in
ner weakness, the outward charm and
polish of the counterrevolutionary seem
to symbolize some innate goodness.
The audience tends, to be attracted to
the enemy and repelled by the pro
letarian leader. How "true" is this por
trayal tlnu ends up conveying an entire
ly false view and twisting the whole
orientation of the audience?

In other words, the revolutionary
romanticism of the proletarian art is
not a "censored" or "airbrushed"

perversion of reality, "picking and
choosing" only what is favorable and
leaving out the "unpleasant truths" we
would rather not portfay. On the con
trary, revolutionary romanticism which
is "higher than life" actually conveys a
deeper truth, a more concentrated vi
sion of the essence of reality.

Heroic figures such as Lung, while
appearing as individuals, actually repre
sent far more than simply an individual.
They are the quintessence of thousands
and thousands of heroes and they sym
bolize and idealize the proletarian spirit
and line. Filled with deep class feeling
and loyalty to the masses and bitter
hatred for the bourgeoisie, imbued with
high political consciousness, filled with
lofty ideals and determined to fight un
til death for revolution, such heroes are
truly inspirational, and their creation in
art is one of the magnificent achieve
ments of the Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution in China.

"Breaking With Old Ideas" is a stir
ring example of this. But such stirring
heroes could not be created in art if the
basis for them did not exist in life. Only
the proletariat, the most advanced and
revolutionary' class in the history of
mankind, is capable of producing such
giants—and their strength, in turn, is
firmly based on and pushes further
ahead the strength, heroism, selfless
ness and revolutionary determination
of the millions of working people. ■

Dispute
Continued from page 11

resolution which had been tabled.
Many delegates said that they weren't
sure where they .stood on the Party, and
even that they considered themselves
hostile to the RCP, but that they could
not let their organization be ruined in
that way. Even the person who had
made the motion to table the resolution
came forward, saying "that he had been
put up to it by the CPML without any
political di.scussion of the consequences
and that he wanted to withdraw the mo
tion. The National Executive Board
decided to take up the question and
finally passed a re.solution to defend the
17 RCP members and supporters when
it met the following day.
One very serious shortcoming of this

Guild convention was that it did not
pass a resolution against the jailing of
the five Red Lake freedom fighters,
who were railroaded to prison just a
few weeks and a few blocks away from
this meeting. A stand by the Guild
against this outrage would have made
news and had a real effect in the Twin
Cities and the whole state—and the
failure to take sucH a stand was
reported in the newspapers with glee.
A resolution condemning the jailing

. of the Red Lake freedom fighters, in
troduced by a representative of the
Revolutionary Worker, was violently
opposed by a leading member of the
American Indian Movement (AIM),
who voiced his opinion that the Red
Lake defendants were "drunks," paid
by the government, and just generally
self-seeking maniacs—not fighters for
the Indian people. This is exactly the
same kind of slander spread by the
capitalists and their press around this
case, just as they tried to label the
Moody Park rebellion in Houston and
the Humboldl Park uprising in Chicago
as drunken outbursts and not righteous
rebellions against oppression.

While some people were confu.sed by
specific slanders (whose purpose was to
spread such confusion), these lies could
not answer the basic question of why
the government has been so determined

to jail the Red Lake fighters on long
terms. The fact that this scurrilous at

tack on Red Lake was coupled with
praise for another reservation struggle
where this AIM leader brought in the
American Arbitration Association, cer
tainly helps shed some light on the
political reasons behind it.
The struggle around Red Lake

became an important issue for the rest
of the convention even though it did not
appear on the formal agenda. It went
on in many forms and became extreme
ly heated. -Many Guild members felt
that because of the opposition from the
AIM leader, the subject was too confus
ing. A few opportunistically argued
that the Red Lakers should not be
defended because a leading figure in
this struggle had declared to the press
that they were.opposed to communism.
But regardless, there is the fundamental
question of principle: when the people
rise up, when the oppressed rebel and
the bourgeoisie comes down on them,
do you stand for or against them?

After some discussion with other
AIM and Guild members, a new resolu
tion was proposed, putting the Guild on
record as opposing the jailings without
any mention of the rebellion itself. This
was referred to a subcommittee
meeting, and the RW representative
was later informed by a messenger that
it had been turned down "because the
RCP had proposed it!" This almost
unbelieveable act of narrow-
mindedness was defended by some of
the same people who like to hide their
reactionary opposition to the revolu
tionary line of the RCP behind the
claim that it's the RCP which is sec
tarian!

in this regard, the efforts to drag the
Guild into the Democratic Party by a
coalition of forces in which the pro-
China revisionist CPML and the pro-
Soviet revisionist Communist Party
were'the most prominent (with the
silent yes votes of the always agreeable
Mensheviks) were very revealing about
the underlying stand which gave rise to
the frantic attacks by the opportunists.
On the proposal of a long-time

CPML type, and with the CP and the
CPML leading the charge, this conven

tion agreed that the Guild should join
the Progessive Alliance, a
"coalition" headed by UAW President
Doug Eraser and 1AM head William
Winpisinger, whose explicit purpose is
to "revitalize America's political in
stitutions," especially the Democratic
Party with which both Eraser and Win
pisinger are closely tied.
When many people argued that for

an organization commonly understood
to be "radical" such as the Guild to
join such an alliance would only
strengthen the effort to drag peo
ple back into "American political
institutions'- at a time when the
Democrats, the Republicans and the
whole system are becoming increasingly
exposed, the CPML forces echoed the
argument they had previously written in
the Guild newspaper: "The NLG
should not stand aside when it has a real
opportunity to go where the
mainstream of the labor movement is."
Most of the Guild's membership is

made up of people who came to hate
and fight the system during the mass
upsurges of the 1960.S. As lawyers, most
witness the brutal and unjust nature of
"American justice" every day. But at
the same time, comslantly dealing with
the law on its own terms and working as
a part of a "legal fraternity" alongside
prosecutors, judges, and so on pulls
people very strongly in a conservative
direction. This is the aspect which
those who actively work against revolu
tion have been counting on and
building up.
But something else could also be

clearly seen at this convention: the truth
about this society and the ruthless
nature of the class that runs it can't be
covered up. Despite the bourgeoisie's
attempts to train lawyers as defenders
of capitalism, many lawyers have come
forward to fight it tooth arid nail, inside
and outside of the courtroom. In fact,
the clumsy manipulative attempts of a
few to use the Guild against revolution
have brought some important questions
even more .sharply Into focus for Guild
members. Many are determined to
grapple with and grasp these questions
and lake a stand with what is pro
gressive against what is reactionary. ■
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