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Revisionism Greases the Skids 
The U.S.-China People's Friendship 

A�sociation (USCPF A) once had the in­
spiring task of building friendship and 
understanding for a revolutionary USCPFA. Slides 

peasants who have been protesting their 
impoverishment resulting from the 
dislocations that capitalism has brought 
to agriculture, Lin said, "Freeloaders 
create dissension." He also admitted 
that aside from "seeking profit," 
"there is no other methanism at this 
time for making an enterprise pro­
fitable." So much for the claim that 
China has not embarked on a speedway 
to capitalism-! 

China that represented a light toward a 11 
d 

brighter future for mankind. Today it 
has the unenviable job of apologist, 
travel agency and mino, league business · owar 
agent for the bunch of revisionist chief­
tains currently serving up China to the 
drooling jaws of the U.S. imperialists. 
At their national conventfon in Detroit 
on Labor Day weekend, they seemed to 
be straining to convince themselves and 
the U.S. capitalists that they were still 
the best outfit for this job. 

It's been one year since the turmoil in 
the USCPFA, caused by the overthrow 
of working-class rule in China, came to 
a head. At last year's convention, many 
quit this organization after the Revolu­
tionary Communist Party (the Revolu­
tionary Union, which preceded the 
RCP, was instrumental in the forma­
tion of the earliest Friendship Associa­
tions back in 1971) and supporters 
launched a sharp political struggle, 
pointing out that USCPFA was 
degenerating into a cheering section for 
the re-enslavement of the Chinese peo­
ple to capitalism by Teng Hsiao-ping, 
Hua Kuo-feng and Co. 

This year puts some new light on last 

year's arguments. At the San Francisco 
convention last September, quite a few 
USCPFA leaders tried, feebly, to claim 
that China's line and policies today 
were really Mao's revolutionary 
policies. They said that the so-called 
"gang of four," who were overthrown 
for upholding Mao's line, were actually 
against Mao. China's current leaders 
were advertised as the real Maoists. 

Well, USCPFA, where are these 
arguments now? While Mao's name is 
occasionally tossed around for a cover, 
the real story is coming out naked. The 
head of security for this year's conven­
tion was a CPML'er, and the CPML is 
"pro-China" and still claims to uphold 
Mao Tsetung. But when some RCP 
supporters went into the convention to 
investigate the scene, this person 
followed them around muttering 
"damn Maoists"! 

The official Chinese government 

Running for 

Revolution 
85 years ago Labor Day was officially 

declared a holiday in the United Stales 
in direct opposition to the international 
revolutionary working class holiday 
May Day. It was meant to be a day 
when the capitalists' wage slaves 
gratefully celebrated the generosity of 
the masters for allowing them a day of 
rest. ft has never been anything more 
than 1he latest version of the old rest 
days given to domestic servants in 
England or rhe party days some of rhe 
slavemasters had for their human pro­
perty. However, this year on labor'Vay 
picnics were held in major cities across 
the country for the RCP's Million 
Dollar Fund Drive. Various fundraising 
activities raised vitally needed money to 
support the work of the Party. The 
following is the story of one of these ac­
tivities at the picnic in Chicago. 

Running for Revolution 

I went to the Revolutionary Com­
munist Party fundraising picnic in 
Chicago on Labor Day. It was a 
beautiful day along Lake Michjgan and 
I wanted to get in a IHtle exercise and 
make a contribution to the $1 Million 
camJ?aign. So I suggested running 15 
miles if people would sponsor me at so 
much money per mile. My T-shirt had 
the Party symbol on the front and the 
title of Bob Avakian's speech "To All 
Those Who Refuse to Live and Die on 
Their Knees" on the back. I would be a 
mobile advertisement for the RCP, run­
ning past thousands of people enjoying 
the holiday at the lakefront. I set off 
with pledges amounting to $82.50 if I 
completed the run. 

About half way I started to get a little 
stiff so when someone sprinted past me 
I caught up to him and tried to loosen 
up by speeding up. He asked me how 
far I was going and I told him 15 miles 
and why. He had a lot of questions 
about what the Party thought of what's 
happened in China, the possibility of 
overcoming the selfishness bred by 
capitalist society, and whether we 
would try to change everything at once. 
He said, "Start with the advertising in­
dustry. It's the pits." 

At this point he and I went off in dif­
ferent directions but I started to think. 
This guy was so interested, couldn't I 
do a lot more than just run past people 
with my T-shirt on? I decided to talk to 
more runners, telling them why I was 
running today. 

The next two I spoke with were 
Chicano students running together. 
When I told them I was running to raise 
money for the RCP, one of them said 
he had seen Bob A vakian on TV the 
other night. Lt was a very late night talk
show and he said the Chairman was 
very impressive and knowledgable. 

They had heard of the Party, had seen 
the fundraising posters around town 
and were very interested in what was 
going on. We talked about the Mao 
Defendants case, the $ l million drive 
and why it is necessary, the new Revolu­
tionary Worker and its role in preparing 
for revolution, the Moody Park 3 strug­
gle and more. 

l had run about 2 miles with them at
�this point, and l asked them if they had 
enough energy left lO run the rest of the 
way with me, about four miles. l sug­
·gested we run by the picnic and get
some sponsors for them and they could
do their part to contribute to the fund­
raising efforts. They said yes, and we
went past the picnic at 12-1 /2 miles and
picked up more than $40 in pledges for
them to run the last 2-l/2 miles.

We headed off with one guy saying, 
"Now-I feel inspired to run." l asked if 
they had been involved in politics 
before. One of the runners said his first 
exposure was in the Farah strike in 
1972. He was an 18-year-old high 
school student working at-the plant in 
San Antonio, Texas and was one of the 
first people to walk out, beginning the 
strike at Farah's plants in that city. ,: 

I had been very active in building 
support for the strike on the West Coast 
and we traded lots of stories of the 
strike and its effects. The brother talked 
about the fear the strikers had about 
losing their jobs and homes, but also 
and more importantly of the tremen­
dous joy and excitement that they got 
from standing up against the bosses. He 
told me the support the strike got from 
around the country played a big role in 
helping the strikers to keep on fighting. 
.I explained that it was the Revolu­
tionary Union, the organization that 
played the major role in forming the 
RCP, that had taken the lead in 
building that support across the U.S. 

By this time we were near the end. 
We had talked non-stop for nearly 6 
miles-twice as far as they had intended 
to go when they set out earlier. We were 
feeling great and we sprinted the final 
100 yards to the cheers of the people at 
the picnic. 

This 15 mile run taught me something 
about the power of the Party's line. I 
expect we'll be seeing more of these 
brothers in the future. I'm thinking 
now about asking them to join me and 
some others in some medium distance 
races and maybe just some 'fun runs' 
down by the lake. Can you imagine the 
effect of four to six of us running with 
red flags and a· banner saying "Free the 
Mao Defendants. Stop the Railroad of 
Bob Avakian." I don't think these were 
the only two guys running out there 
who are interested in revolution-not 
by a long shot. ■

Oblivion 
leader at the convention, Wang Bing­
nan, said very little about this question. 
Far more interesting were the remarks 
of Dr. Paul Lin, a Chinese American 
who lived in China. Although Lin was 
billed as a speaker for USCPF A, his 
speech was so much an apology for the 
Chinese revisionists that he could have 
been a dummy sitting on Wang's lap, 
saying the "naughty things" Wang 
,wouldn't dare say. While Wang has put 
out to the press the transparent lie that 
Mao's line is now being carried out 
''better than ever,'' Lin openly attack ea 
Mao. "Why didn't Mao remove the 
Four? This causes one to question 
Mao's ability in his later years." Under 
this banner of "later years," the revi­
sionists are attacking everything Mao 
stood for in the socialist revolution. 

Lin also bragged about how the cur­
rent rulers are destroying China's 
socialist economy, planned to meet the 
needs of the people first, and re·piacing 
it with an anarchistic capitalist 
economy based on profit. "In Nanking 
they are experimenting with allocating 
human resources by leaving regulation 
to the market," he said. "''The best 
qualified gets the job. Economic securi­
ty for those who are qualified. It's 
wrong to have security for no reason." 
China, where the workers really were 
the masters, is now c.log-eat-do.g all the 
way. 

In an obvious reference to _the 

USPCFA-A Sinking Enterprise 

Despite the fancy digs in Detroit for 
this convention and the high-ranking 
Chinese guests and such luminaries as 
councilwoman May Ann.:Mahassey, a 
mouthpiece for Mayor Coleman Young, 
this meeting was about half the size of 
the one in San Francisbo last year. At its 
high point it drew only 500 people for 
the banquet and main program. The 
Revolutionary Worker talked to 0ne 
delegate who described how her chapter 
in California which had been large and 
active last year was now virtually •non­
functional. 

Revisionist China generates a lot less 
interest and excitement than revolu­
tionary China. But beyond this, the 
very reason for the existehce of the 
USCPFA is ·in question. A position 
paper called "US PCFA Post­
Normalization" distributed at the con­
vention said, "Some feel that now that 
the goal of normalization has been met, 
and interchange between China and the 
U.S. is going on at all levels and 
through other organizations, our 
special role will be greatly diminished, 
perhaps even unnecessary." In other 
w.ords, now that Time magazine has 
given Teng Hsiao-ping the Man of the 
Year award and is only too pappy to. 

Continued on page 14 
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Miner's Widow Supports Fund Drive 

-•11 ·aoesn1t Do 
No.Good to 

Close Your Eves11

The following letter calling on people to_ 
contribute to the $1,000,000 Fund 
Drive was received from a coal miner's 
wife, whose husband, a member of the 
Miner's Right to Strike Committee (in 
center of above picture), was killed in a 
mine accident almost a year ago. 

When I met some of the people from 
the RCP, I was a coal miner's wife. Me 
and my husband both knew and had 
stayed in contact with the RCP. It was a 
challenge and an experience I won't 
forget. Now I am a widow. I do my best 
to stay in touch with the RCP. I am 
now a mother and father to my three 
children. It's hard taking care of my 
home and children and things like 
repairing things around the house, even 
though I get a good income. I once ex­
perienced going out and seeing for 
myself what the outside world is about, 
but I tried to close my eyes to it by tak­
in·g an overdose. I know it dgesn't seem 
to be a solution-what I did, and now I 
realize this too. I realized in time, 

before it was too late. 
I got my second chance and I too 

know that the people need to open their 
eyes and realize this so the people can 
stick together and let's get behind the 
RCP. Let's ·get the Revolutionary 
Worker sold and get them to the peo­
ple. Let's get the Rich Class out of the 
way so we can make this world a better 
one than what it is. 

I personally would like to see this 
world changed. I don't like it the way it 
is. I want to see a better world (han this, 
if not for myself, for my Coal Miner 
(my husband), the Black people, the In­
dian people, all the Working Class Peo­
ple. I too have kept in close contact 
with the RCP and the Revolutionary 
Worker. I do stand behind the working 
class people and the RCP and let's all 
pitch in and raise the Million Dollar 
Fund so that the RCP can have 
something to work with to wipe out im­
perialism in the United States. 

A widow from Logan, W. Va. 
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CPUSA
Continued from page 7
glowing. "People like in Angola and in
Ethiopia." (Neo-colonies of the Soviet
Union). And she said, "The Soviet
Union and Cuba are the two greatest
friends of the people of the world
fighting for liberation." The CP tries
hard to dress up wolves in sheep's
clothing. She ended her speech on the
stirring note of begging people to join
any one of the CP's many front
organizations.

War and Peace and Serving Two
Masters

The August 17th issue of the Revolu
tionary Worker pointed out that the
most interesting thing at this convention
would be how the CP would resolve

their thorny predicament—the question
of the fast approaching world war and
how they were going to serve both op
posing imperialist powers at the same
time. Unfortunately, the CP basically
dumped out on this issue at their public
rally. It was a "no-show." They com
pletely neglected to mention the
possibility of war, much less
characterize its feature or possible
causes.

The closest they got to dealing with
the U.S. vs. the Soviet Union, was in the
speech from the Women's International
League for Peace and Freedom
(WILPF), a CP front group. This
speaker acknowledged that there was an
arms race between the U.S. and the
Soviet Union, and put forward SALT II
as a step for "stopping" and reversing"
the arms race.

In fact, their whole approach to the
question of peace was reduced to SALT

II! This has become their public code
word for their "struggle for detente."
They never really use the word
"detente" as their big public slogan.
This reflects the fact that the imperialist
drive for war has heightened to the
point where the detente smokescreen,
the illusion of a more permanent
framework for peace, is no longer credi
ble, and the illusion of "putting on the
brakes," as WILPF described SALT II,
is the most they could sell to people.
Even the way they try to con people

Into fighting for SALT II reveals the
CP's utter contempt for them. Here
again, everything is reduced to an
economic question—guns or butter. Ac
cording to the WILPF, if the SALT II
wonder-drug were administered, the
capitalist economy would recover mira
culously—no more inflation, everyone
would have jobs, the cities would rise
from the ashes and be reborn. Just lop a
couple of hundred million off the
military budget and start putting
"human beings first." So, auto
workers, if you want your job back, beg
your local senator to sign SALT II!
One way the CP's pro-Soviet stand

slipped out was by their constant por
trayal of the Soviets as desiring peace
and the U.S. as war-mongers. "The
Soviets have agreed to a 25% reduction
in nuclear stockpiles and the U.S.
hasn't," scolded the WILPF speaker.
But even within the U.S. bourgeoisie,

according to the CP, there are "good
guys and bad guys," those who support
SALT II and those who don't. At the

rally the bad huys were just called
"nuclear madmen" by Gus Hall. The
CP called on the people to support pro-
SALT politicians and join with them to
pressure the no-SALT bad guys into see
ing the folly of their position.

This was another variation of the

Kauskyiie (a reformist masquerading as

a communist in Lenin's time) view that
war is just a policy of the imperialists, or
just a section of them, rather than an in
evitable outgrowth of capitalism with its
expand-or-die drive to maximize profits
and its dog-eat-dog competition be
tween capitalists of one country and in
ternationally.
What the CP is working for, objec

tively, is for the U.S to be ruled by
bourgeois "good guys" who would
make peace with the Soviet Union and
together they would peacefully share in
the exploitation of the whole world. In
the short run, their pacifist movement
could aid the Soviet Union if it actually
has any effect on limiting the U.S. arms
build-up. For the U.S. rulers, loo, a
pacifist movement is a safe alternative
to a revolutionary one. So SALT II
serves the CP well. It also serves both

imperialists by hiding the nature and
danger of war from the people.

Band-Aids for Cancer

The CP's convention mass-rally was a
sickening example of the poison of revi
sionism. It could have been called "A

thousand and one ways to patch up a
terminally ill dinosaur" or "How to get
your fair share under .slavery." The two
imperialists superpowers sinking deeper
into the swamp of their unsolvable con
tradiction, which their crises reveal
more sharply every day, are locked in a
desperate battle over which one of them
will lord it over the people of the world
and they're both prepared to devour
millions of lives in the contest. Only
working class revolution can bring an
end to the criminal system and lay the
basis for a new world, not ba.sed on pro
fit or exploitation of man by man. It is
this great goal that all communists live
and die for.

But at this so-called Communist Con
vention rally there was not one single

mention of revolution, no sense at all
that capitalism would have to be over->
thrown to put a stop to the miseries it
causes, not a whisper of the great
historic mission of the working class to
liberate itself and mankind.
To some extent, these phony com

munists, because of their thoroughly
bourgeois, capitalist-aping ideology,
don't even really understand the need
for revolution. "They don't see the pro
fit-cancer that is capitalism much less
that you can't treat it with band-aids.
Some of their ranks might suspect

that real change can only come about
through revolution. But they think the
millions of peoplejn this country and
around the world are too dumb to figure
it out. Like the head of the CP's youth
group, the Young Workers Liberation
League, told an /? If reporter, "Youth
don't want to hear about revolution,
they just want jobs".

But more and more people are start
ing to put the lie to this slander. The
hundreds of people who stalked out
before the rally was over were a testi-
ment to the anger and disgust that many
people have with attempts to reform
and prolong their enslavement. And
growing numbers of people, like them,
are looking for genuine communist
leadership to provide a line that can
forge a revolutionary path out of
capitalist hell.
A group of delegates in business suits

were confronted in front of Cobo Hal!

by a construction worker, unknown to
RW reporters. Laid off from Chrysler,
he had been breaking pavement and lift
ing big chunks of cement. Knowing who
these suited up system lovers were, he
asked loudly, "Hey, what do you think
of the Revolutionary Communist
Party"? As their mouths dropped open,
he shouted "I don't care what you say!
They have a better idea!" '•

Kurds
Continued from page 1
town of Jaldian in northwesfKurdestan
left one sergeant dead and other troops
wounded. Another government soldier
was killed the following day during an
attack on a military truck near the Iraqi
border.

When word got out that Deputy
Prime Minister Chamran was holed up
at Bustan, the Kurds stormed the town
three times, ready to rip apart this reac
tionary whose crimes against the Kur
dish people rival those committed by
the butchers of the Shah's regime.
Latest reports indicate the government
has suffered still heavier losses in coor
dinated Kurdish attacks launched in a
number of areas.

In the case of the important Kurdish
city of Mehabad, as with other towns
recently taken by the Iranian army,
heavily armed government troop col
umns have moved up main roads to
"capture" the town—only to find that
the Kurdish fighters have slipped away
into the rough terrain that they know
like the backs of their hands.
For nearly a week, three government

armored columns, with more than 100
tanks, scores of armored personnel car
riers and long-range artillery, were stall
ed 10 miles outside the Kurdish
resistance center of Mehabad. As" the
arrny waited for the go-ahead from
Tehran, they were hit by nightly guer
rilla raids.
On September 2, as the army started

to advance towards the city, an ar
mored column of 400 troops was hit
hard by the Kurds and driven back.
And when the army finally entered
Mehabad the next day, they found that
most of the 10,000 Kurdish fighters and
the city's population of 100,000 had
withdrawn into the surrounding hills.
Claiming a big "victory," Iran's na
tional radio quoted army commanders
in Mehabad as saying they had been
"welcomed by the people" as they
entered the city. They will certainly
receive a further warm welcome by
bullets in the weeks ahead.
During the fighting, both the Iranian

government and the U.S. press have
been playing up the Kurdish
Democratic Party (KDP), whose revi
sionist leaders are tied closely to the
pro-Soviet Tudeh Party in Iran. Kho
meini and other r.eactionary govern
ment leaders have repeatedly claimed

that the Kurdish struggle is really under
the control of a "foreign power"—the
USSR. Like their U.S. imperialist
rivals, the Soviets do have designs on
Iran. Thanks largely to Soviet money
and guns, the KDP is fielding and pay
ing a force of several thousand f/ghers.
The KDP is not,the largest or most in
fluential of -the organizations in
Kurdestan—and it is doing very little of
the actual fighting. In recent weeks, its
leaders have specialized in making mili
tant threats to "wage all-out war" and
"blow the government's planes out of
the sky" with the heavy military equip
ment they brandish. But it's been tens
of thousands of Kurdish liberation
fighters, many organized and led by
revolutionary Marxist-Leninist
organizations, who have been battling
the army and shedding their blood.
Throughout Kurdestan, the masses

of people—men and women, young and
old—are armed and ready to fight
against the systematic national op
pression practiced against them by the
so-called "revolutionary" Khomeini-
Bazargan regime. The four million
Kurds are not only fighting for political
autonomy and democratic rights—they
are emphasizing again and again that
they are struggling for the rights of all
the-Iranian people. This is a continua
tion and deepening of the struggle the
people of Iran began when they over
threw the Shah.

More Counter-Revolutionary
Executions

Meanwhile, the head of the govern-
ment's "revolutionary courts",
Ayatollah Khalkhali, bloodied his
hands with another 20 executions at
Saqqez. Even these executions ̂contain
ed an ominous note for the* govern
ment. Nine of those executed were
government soldiers who had
courageously refused to carry out
orders and had instead joined the
Kurds' revolutionary struggle. These
executions of revolutionary fighters
raised the total to well over 70 since
Khalkhali was sent to Kurdestan two
weeks ago.

This, after the regime has practically
stopped the righteous executions of reac
tionary leaders and secret police tortur
ers of the old regime of the Shah. In
stead, many of these people are being re
cruited into the anti-Kurdish struggle.
The U.S., too, is regaining some in
fluence.

Far from cowing the masses of Kur

dish people, the news of these continu
ing executions spread through hundreds
of peasant villages. More and more
Kurds joined the battle, determined to
drive the reactionary army and the
government's hatchetmen out of
Kurdestan. At the same time, various
forces started up negotiations aimed at
a "peaceful compromise" that would
stop the Kurdish people's struggle far
short of achieving its demands.
On August 27, a five-member Kur

dish delegation traveled to Tehran to
meet with Ayatollah Taleghani, the ci
ty's religious leader and a Khomeini'al
ly, and reached agreement on a
ceasefire. But what the government was
really after was for the Kurds to lay
down their weapons—since they had no
intention of halting the executions of
captured Kurdish fighters and stopping
the bombardment of Kurdish-held
villages and towns by the army's
U.S.-made helicopter gunships, ar
tillery and F-4 jets.

Further, Ayatollah Khomeini, who
recently proclaimed himself
commander-in-chief of the Iranian
armed forces, made it clear that the
government was not making any con

cessions. Speaking directly for Kho
meini, Bani-Sadr, a right-wing leader of
the Islamic Republican Party, told the
press on August 28 that, "There is no
justification whatsoever for the
systematic subversion of minorities that
want to impose violence on our
people'/. .it is not up to us to declare a
cease-fire." Several days later, Kho
meini once again ordered the army to
move on Mehabad and "crush the

outlaws."

But faced with this just and fiercely
determined struggle of the Kurdish
people—a struggle which has gained the
sympathy and support of millions more
throughout Iran — the Khomeini-
Bazargan government's desperate
lashing out at the Kurds is a sign of its
underlying weakness and its reactionary
nature. With executions by the dozens,
and with much of the army and
thousands of right-wing Islamic
militiamen pouring into Kurdestan,
Khomeini is still not confident that the
government can put an end to revolu
tionary struggle of the Kurdish people.
The latest reports quote him as saying,
"1 will personally go to Kurdestan." ■

Oblivion
Continued from page 11

promote China's capitalist "moder
nization," why is there a need for a
special organization to promote (his?

However, the paper points out that
USCPFA must still "safeguard the per
manence of this friendship," warning
that "a possible major reversal of U.S.
policy" could still occur. Could they be
envisioning a po.s.sible shift to a Sino-
Soviet alliance as the ever-pragmatic
Teng and Co. decide to join what looks
like the stronger threat to them in the
countdown to World War .^?
So with a desperate tone, this pro-

po.sal clings to the never-say-die posi
tion for the USCPFA. In a puny parody
of the Chinese revisionists' capitalist
"modernization" plan, they say, "We
should make 1980 a USCPFA year of
modernization." This venture, fitting
ly, also seems headed for the rocks.
Despite the Association'.s grandiose
plans, it is rapidly moving from being
bourgeois to just plain irrelevant. Their
problem is clear: now that they are pro
moting friendship with a newly
bourgeois China, and on a bourgeois,
basis, they're competing with the big

boys — the U.S. capitalists —and
USCPFA is out of its league.

Right now the main function of this
organization is promoting and organiz
ing tours to China, a role that will in
evitably be taken over by more "profes
sional" capitalist organizations like
Pan American, which has recently been
welcomed into the hotel and travel
business inside China.

Still, the USCPFA is proud of its part
in lying China more tightjy to the U.S.
imperialists' cultural and economic
domination. The "post-normalization"
paper boasts, "Members of USCPFA
assisted in sending a group from the
California Farm Bureau to China and
USCPFA members helped send the
Norman Lear Television and Motion
Picture Group to China which among
other results led to a relationship bet
ween CBS and China..." This "rela
tionship" promises to eclipse any minor
promotion the USCPFA can do.

But according to another paper at the
convention, the USCPFA should be
prepared to "jump into the
mainstream," even if they do get
swamped there. Perhaps a fine example
is the following proposal, "USCPFA
can join the other groups in the U.S.

Continued on page 15



Zionism
Continued from page 1
has led large marches of Black people to
protest in front of Jewish temples. At
the first such march, in the aftermath of
the killing of Arthur Miller in 1978,
Reverend Daughtry stated that "We
stand today in the shadow of our oppres
sor." These bourgeois Blacks are no
more representatives of the true interests
of the masses of Black people than Zion
ist leaders are of those of the masses of
Jews. The irony of all this is pretty ob
vious, since Blacks and Jews are often
linked together in backward stereo
types: take, for instance, the common
poisonous ideas, "Blacks have all the
jobs. Jews have all the money." These
ideas are equally stupid and reac
tionary.
But still, because of this recently

growing phenomenon, it is important to
analyze the influence of Zionism in this
country and the reasons for the reac
tionary role played by many Jewish
organizations, as well as the powerful
ideological grip these forces hold over
many Jews today.

Zionism—Reactionary Ideology

The Zionist movement, from its incep
tion, has always been thoroughly reac
tionary and pro-imperialist; based on
mystical bible stories, the idea has
always been to create a white Jewish
colonial settler state in Palestine, to be
striking a deal with one or another im
perialist power. Prior to World War 2,
Zionist leaders sought to sell their ser
vices to the British imperialists in return
for guarantees of the "right" to a ter
ritorial takeover of Palestine; but after
World War 2, it was the United States
that actually held the cards. From the
formation of Israel in 1948 to the pre
sent day, Israel has been a client state of
the U.S. imperialists and a bulwark of
imperialist rule in the Middle East.

For many years, the Zionists and
their organizations in the United States
have held a virtual stranglehold on
public opinion. Billing themselves as
the true guardians of the heritage of
those who died at the hands of the

Nazis \n Burope during World War 2,
and playing off the widespread hatred
for these fascist atrocities in the United
Stales, the Zionists for a long time were
able to mislead many Jews (as well as
many others) with the idea that Israel
was some kind of progressive socialist
Utopia. Up until the 1960s, few people
had even heard of the Palestinians,
much less knew of the forcible ripoff of
their territory and their persecution by
the Israelis.

"Zionist" and "Jew" are by no
means the same thing. In fact, Jews
have historically been found in the
front ranks of every progressive and
revolutionary movement in this country
as well as others. But unfortunately,
since World War 2, and, ironically, us
ing as a wedge much of the progressive
sentiment of American Jews, Zionism
has gained a powerful position of
hegemony. Whereas in the first decades
of the 20th century, the typical Jew was
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a poor immigrant laborer struggling
against capitalist exploitation and anti-
Semitic prejudice, by the '50s and '60s
the objective position and role of Jews
in the social structure of the U.S. had
changed. Many, due to a period of
growth by U.S. imperialism, had
moved up some. They saw themselves
as having a stake in—and even being
part of—the American dream. This, to
gether with the U.S. imperialist alliance
with Zionist Israel, accounts for the ex
istence of conservative, reactionary
ideology in the main Jewish organiza
tions and its grip on significant sections
of the masses of American Jews.
Jews constitute a little over 3% of the

population in the United States. Today,
they are largely concentrated in the
"middle" and "upper middle" classes.
Many Jews occupy high visibility
"authority" positions—landlord,
storekeeper, school teacher—which
causes them to be perceived as "the
system" or "the enemy," especially in
minority communities. At the same
time, Jewish ownership of some book
publishing companies, film studios, and
newspapers contributes to the public
image of Jewish power and domination
in American life.
Despite worn out lies and popular

misconceptions, even a superficial
survey of the top monopoly capitalist
banks and industries of this country
reveals that representation of Jews in
the circles of the American ruling class
is practically nil. Ever faithful lackey
Henry Kissinger was more than once the
brunt of anti-Semitic jabs in these circles.
As noted, the hegemony of Zionism

over the past 30 years on U.S. Jews is
significant. Religious organizations,
pro-Zionist groups and reactionary
periodicals such as Commentary
magazine abound. But contrary to no
tions spread by Jesse Jackson and
others, the influence of various Jewish
organizations is not some mysterious
force which bends American foreign
and domestic policy. And, against the
will of the monopoly capitalists, serves
the needs of "international Jewry."
The fact of the matter is that lobbying
in support of Israel has until recently
(and still does in the main) coincide
with the interest of U.S. imperialism.
There has been an increasingly conser
vative stand of Jewish leaders on
domestic issues (case in point: the all
out lobbying effort of the B'Nai B'Rith
Anti-defamation League, supposedly
an organization opposed to prejudice
and discrimination, in favor of the
Bakke decision). But the Bakke deci
sion can hardly be painted as something
"forced" on the U.S. ruling class by
Jews.

The reactionary impact of Zionism
upon the political consciousness of
American Jews did not fully mature un
til the 1970s. During the anti-war
upheavals on American campuses in the
'60s, thousands of Jewish youth played
a prominent and leading role, and many
were won to support the Black libera
tion struggle and to revolution general
ly. Some even repudiated Israel.
However, it was possible in the 1960s to

who are helping to provide expertise in
the areas of science and technology and
management.'" (our emphasis—RIV)
And the USCPFA newsletter is present
ly promoting the fact that the reac
tionary Dalai Lama of Tibet, who led a
revolt against the Chinese revolution, is
speaking in the U.S.

Wang Blngnan Denounced

The deathly boredom of this conven
tion was punctured by one high point.
On the night of the convention's major
speech and banquet, the RCP and sup
porters were outside agitating about the
Mao Tsetung Defendants and the joint
attacks on them by the U.S. and
Chinese bourgeoisie.
The convention and the city of

Detroit were honoring Wang Bingnan,
the revisionist scoutmaster heading the
delegation of the Chinese organization
for friendship with foreign countries
which has been touring the U.S. to pro
mote the new capitalists in China.
Wang Bingnan has also announced to
the press that groups like the RCP
might benefit from the "campaign of
disinfection" begun in China after the
"gang of four" was overthrown.
is ̂ te of tight security, a few RCP

members and supporters had managed
to slip into the banquet hall. After a
program of tired speeches, everyone
awoke as the Maoists jumped up to de
nounce Wang and his attacks on U.S.
revolutionaries. Ten feet away from
him, with Red Books flashing, they
loudly called him a traitor, chanting,
"Free the Mao Tsetung Defendants,
Stop the Railroad'of Bob Avakian."
"Mao Tsetung did not fail, revolution
will prevail" rang throughout the whole
ballroom before 25 security thugs
ejected the protesters, furious that the
Friendship Association—once a
vigorous and healthy organization, had
been once more exposed for the
bankrupt business operation it has
become. ■

Correction

August 31, 1979 Revolutionary
Worker, page 11. In the article,
"China Official Urges 'Raid' on U.S.
Revolution," the second full
sentence In column two should
t>egin: Coming at a time when Bob
Avakian and 16 others are facing
241 years In jail for opposing Teng
HsIao-ping's visit to the U.S. last
January...

consider oneself "radical" and against
the war in Vietnam, while still not con
fronting the question of Zionism. In
deed, the American Left as a whole,
even as the anti-war movement was
rapidly intensifying in 1967, was almost
totally silent on Israel's U.S.-backed
war of aggression against the Arabs. It
was only following the Six-day War,
with the emergence of the Palestinian
revolutionary struggle and the more
and more openly reactionary nature of
Israeli Zionism, that the contradictions
began to grow sharper.

Prior to the late '60s, there were
widespread misconceptions that Israel
was a socialist country, a Utopian socie
ty motivated by high ideals and suppor
ting progressive people and ideas.
Movies such as "Exodus" cast the

Zionist struggle in the garb of a "libera
tion movement." Israel's close relations

with South Africa were neither widely
known or as blatant as they are today; it
was easy to see the Six-day War as "lit
tle Israel" surrounded by hostile Arab
states motivated by sheer anti-
Semitism, heroically fighting for its ex
istence and determined never to allow

another holocaust.

Jews and Civil Rights

In the 1960s, many young Jews saw
their participation in the anti-war
movement and their support of the
Black liberation struggle as a continua
tion of a progressive tradition of
American Jewry, battling oppression
and supporting the underdog Jews had
played a very prominant role in the
Black civil rights movement of the '50s
and '60s. Many Jewish anti-war ac
tivists of the middle and late '60s had

previously done civil rights work, in
cluding going down South for the voter
registration drives. And in 1964, two
young Jewish civil rights workers, along
with one Black, were murdered by
segregationists.

But as the Black civil rights move
ment turned into a more militant

"Black power" movement in the
mid-'60s, as riots began to sweep the
major American ghettos—as Black
power became Black liberation and
revolutionary ideas became widespread
among many Black people—the
bourgeois Jewish leadership reversed its
position on civil rights. Organizations
such as B'Nai B'Rith began to warn of
a "new anti-Semitism—an anti-

Semitism of the Left." Prominent

Jewish reactionaries began openly say
ing that Blacks were out to get Jewish
jobs, and thai Jews "would be crazy to
support Blacks at our own expense."

At -the same time. Black revolu
tionaries began to perceive the common
ties Black people in this country had
with the Palestinians in the Middle

East, based on revolutionary nationalist
feeling, and the growth of a more
powerful Palestinian liberation move
ment. This led to agitation against

Zionism on an increased scale by Black
revolutionaries and the revolutionary
Left in general, and counter-charges by
the Jewish reactionary leaders that all
talk against Zionism was actually just
veiled anti-Semitism.
The reactionary 1968 teachers' strike,

led by Albert Shanker, in New York Ci
ty, marked the turning point in, some,
ways. Ostensibly, the issue was
"seniority"—but everyone knew that
the issue was that a mainly white (and
largely Jewish) teaching force was
resisting Black community control of
the schools and the entry of Black
teachers into "white-held" bastions.
The ebb of the anti-imperialist stu

dent movement and the decline of the
social upheavals of the '60s, generally
coincided with a number of other
developments to bring into" full relief
the reactionary nature of Zionism. The
sharpening contradictions between the
United States and the Soviet Union in
the 1970s had made Zionist propaganda
about the oppressed Jewish minority in
Russia very useful to U.S. imperialism.
(Without a doubt, there is virulent anti-
Semitism in the Soviet Union. But the
point is that Zionist and U.S. im
perialist propaganda uses this to build
Carther's phony "human rights" cam
paign and prettify imperialist rule in the
U.S.)
The Israelis were napalming Palesti

nian villages, selling arms to South
Africa, and more and more openly
parading as little fascists in the Middle
East. But the reaction to Zionism of
many people, both Jewish and non-
Jewish, was not revulsion, but ap
proval. This was mainly because the
reactionary pull exerted by the Zionist
organizations was largely unchallenged
throughout society as a result of the eb
bing of the revolutionary movement in
the U.S. Suddenly, the religious aspects
of the Zionist movement became attrac

tive to many and, as has been true
throughout large sections of U.S. socie
ty, conservatism began to harden. Open
expressions of racism became
fashionable among substantial sections
of Jews who had previously considered
themselves liberal or even radical.

As the social contradictions in

American society grow sharper and
sharper, the reactionaries who maintain
political hegemony among American
Jews advocate closer and closer iden

tification with the U.S. imperialists as
the only road to survival. At the same
time, they work energetically to oppose
any shift, however slight, in all out
American support for Israel. According
to these Jewish "leaders" the main

threat to Jews comes from Black people
and other oppressed and exploited peo
ple in America who might "take what
we have over here" and the Palestinians
and other oppressed and exploited peo
ple in the Middle East who might "take
what we have there." Jews who dare

Continued on page 16

Chicago
Continued from page 8
by busing children four miles to another
Black school rather than allowing them
to go to an undercrowded white school
one mile away.

Schools in the Latino communities

are among the worst in the city, but
here both language and culture exert a
strong pull to maintain neighborhood
schools, especially given the history of
busing plans being used to slash bilin
gual programs. Some Latino "leaders"
are already jumping into the busing
controversy with reactionary arguments
that pit Latinos aeainst Blacks.
Of course the schools in the white

neighborhoods have not been spared
from the general deterioration of the
Chicago school system, as evidenced by
the exodus of whites with school-age
children to the suburbs. Still, the fact
that the schools are relatively better in
the white communities is the basis for

the ruling class to try to whip up a,
reactionary movement among whites to
preserve the status quo and "protect
what you have from the encroachments
of Blacks."

This call to preserve the neighbor
hood schools is an appeal to the most
narrow and short-sighted interests of
white people and a refurbished version
a 1^ Jane Byrne of the same line of reac
tionary garbage that inspired white

residents of Marquelte Park to attack
Black youth who ventured into the
park, touching off a round of racial
violence a few years back. It is the same
line that is used to justify torching the
homes of Black families who dare to

move onto "white turf." How ludi

crous to even suggest that white people
control their neighborhoods, when the
history of neighborhoods in Chicago is
one of forced destruction and ethnic
turnover through insurance red-lining,
panic-peddling, condo conversion and
redevelopment schemes. Even more
ludicrous is the idea that a neigh
borhood could somehow be walled off
as an island of peace and stability, un
touched by the capitalist crisis and war
moves.

The narrow "protect my neighbor
hood" mentality is both reactionary and
an impossible dream. The more these
reactionaries jump out with their racist
poison, the clearer becomes the real bat
tle shaping up around busing. In the face
of the ruling class' efforts to fan antago
nisms and draw white workers into a
movement that is narrow, blinded by ra
cism and thoroughly reactionary, the
working class must rise to the challenge
these busing plans present and direct the
fight against inequality and national op
pression, while exposing and battling the
ideas that prop it up, especially white
chauvinism, and unite the masses of ail
nationalities around their highest in
terests. ®
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