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15,000 March
Against Bakke

Turning Point in Struggle of Minorities
Washington, D.C.—On April 15, in
Washington D.C. 15,000 people march
ed against the Bakke decision, against
racism and discrimination. 15,000 peo
ple full of the determination and
rebellion that had opened up lunch
counters, smashed segregation, won
open admissions, and burnt cities. A sea
of Black and white, Puerto Rican and
Asian-Americans, shoulder to shoulder,
with one common chant, "Beat Back the
Bakke Decision." After 7 years of little
organized response to discrimination,
the April 15ih march was a turning
point.

If you watched the network news the
evening.of April 15, that Saturday held

-no special significance. The only report
of a demonstration in Washington, DC
was about 400 Elvis Presley fans who
want his birthday to be a national holi
day.

But news blackouts can only hide
reality, not change it. The anti-Bakke
demonstration was the biggest outpour
ing of protest against racism this country
has seen in the 1970's.

It delivered the People's Verdict
against the Bakke decision and served
notice to this country's rulers, right in
their seat of power in Washington, that
people don't plan to let the capitalist
scales of justice crush them into deeper
poverty and degredation.

Without any major media build-up or
coverage and without any significant
financial support, word about the march
was spread to hundreds of thousands in
schools and communities throughout the
US.

A large number of those marching
came from the major urban ghettos in
the Northeast. 30 busloads left from 125
St. "and Lenox Ave., in the heart of
Harlem.

Although predominantly Black, the

crowd included a large number of white
people, exposing the myth that Bakke's
"reverse discrimination" stands for the
interests of white people.

Bakke says he was refused admission
to the University of California at Davis
medical school while "less qualified"
Blacks got in through a quota system
which sets aside a maximum of 16 of 100
places per class for minorities.

His case rests on the absurd assertion
.that there is no longer any discrimina
tion against minorities, so special pro
grams to upgrade their education and
job opportunities are not needed. Now,
claims Bakke, white people are the vic
tims of "reverse discrimination."

While its true that the system has less
to offer daily to either Black or white
people by way of education or jobs,

minorities are still hit hardest. It is not in
the interest of whites to fight for the few
crumbs the system throws to Blacks.

DEEPER POLITICAL

UNDERSTANDING

This march showed a much deeper
political understnding than there had
been at demonstrations in the past.
While the marches of the early 60s made
demands that Black people be granted
rights long denied them by the legal
system, there was only a beginning
awareness that racism stems from the

entire economic system (and supporting
legal system) that we live under.

But the ghetto rebellions in the 60's,
the ej^erience of the Black Panther Par-
ty, and the rising tide of struggle against

New Case Outdoes Bakke
Attack on Affirmative Action

No matter what the Supreme Court
decides on Bakke, new legal-
challenges lie ahead in the ruling
class' offensive against the gains of
the 60's. Earlier this year the highest-
federal court in the south decided a

case Ventitled Weber vs. Kaiser
Aluminum. Weber involves an on-

the-job training program adopted by
the USWA and Kaiser for its Gramer-

cy. La. plant.
This program institqted a ratio of

one minority trainee for each white
trainee in order to increase minority
participation in craft jobs to a. level
reflecting the racial composition of
the area. At Gramercy 2% of the
craft workers are Black, while 40% of
the surrounding population is.
Because Blacks are generally excluded

from the crafts unions where they
could gain the needed skills; very few
would be able to ever get into such
skilled positions without a special
training program.

Weber, a white worker at Gramer
cy, challenged the program as
discriminatory under Title VII of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, which pro
hibits discrimination based on race in

employment. It would be quite possi
ble for Bakke to lose and for Weber
to win.

What would a Weber victory mean
if the Supreme Court hears his case in
the fall? The Government would have

to prosecute any employer or institu
tion which had special programs to
overcome discrimination against
Blacks, Latins, and even women!

N. Y. Students Clash With Cops

imperialism in Southern Africa has
left its mark on those who marched and
the many who supported them.

One of the largest and best received
contingents in the march was the 600
member Soweto Brigade, marching
behind a banner declaring, "Fight Im
perialism and National Oppression from
the USA (Union of South Africa) to the
USA (United States of America)." Their
chant of "Soweto" was greeted with
cheers throughout the march, reflecting
the widespread inspiration Black people
get here from their brothers and sisters
in struggle in South Africa.

The Bakke decision of the California
Supreme Court (which the US Supreme
Court will rule on within the next
month) has the potential to wipe out all
^ . ' continued on page 13

The Bakke demonstration was an
important step in rebuilding a movement
to fight discrimination and national
oppression.

Take on Cuts, Discrimination
College president John Kneller unleash
ed the bloody attack, which sent several
students and cops to the hospital as
many students fought back. One of
three students arrested on trumped-up
felony charges was repeatedly beaten
across the face at the precinct and is in

New York City—On the afternoon of
May 3rd, tactical police, preceded by a
dozen plainclothesmen, burst in upon 50
students peacefully occupying a building
at Brooklyn College-to protest recent at
tacks on minority students and the firing
of a Puerto Rican professor. Brooklyn

danger of losing sight in one eye. Since
the battle, 300 students demonstrated
May 10th, demanding an end to police
repression on campus.

Also on May 10, police moved in to
break up another occupation, arresting
15 Hostos Community College students

sitting in a building which the city has
refused to open to the school. At
Hostos, the only bi-lingual college for
Spanish speaking students this side of El
Paso, students have been forced to go to
school in an over-crowded former tire
factory without a cafeteria,, auditorium
or lounges. During last semester's finals
many students actually had to take their
tests sitting in the halls.

A few months ago they took matters
into-their own hands, and along with
community residents, moved into the
empty building across the street. They
have fixed it up and are operating
classes, cultural activities and 'daycare
there since, saying to hell with the city's
stalling. The city had purchased the
building for Hostos in 1974 bdt- never
opened it due to the budget cuts.

The occupations at Brooklyn and
Hostos were sparked" by a growing
frustration with the increasing attacks
on the schools in the City University of
New York system (CUNY). In the past
two years there have been massive
budget cuts in the CUNY system. The
latest assault, which directly affects
Hostos, is a "Master Plan" announced
by MayorEd Koch in May, which would
halt all new construction throughout
CUNYi It would also end New York

continued on page 16Thepredominantly Latin studentsat Hostos Community College havefoUghlfor the lastfive ye«rs lo keep the,rschoolalive..
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Longest Walk Heads For D.C.
On May 16th, The Longest Walk, a

cross-country march of several hundred
Native Americans and supporters, stop
ped to rally at the federal penitentiary in
Marion, Illinois. They demanded 'Tree
Leonard Peltier!*' one of thousands of
Indian activists who have struggled for
justice for American Indians.

The Longest Walk was organized to
unite different tribes and to gain support
among the American people, with the
specific intent of killing the 11 pieces of
anti-Indian legislation now before Con
gress.

The march is part of the battle Native
Americans have been waging against the
U.S. government and its allies since the
government first stole the Indians' land
and began pushing them farther and far
ther West and herding them onto smaller
and smaller plots of land for their reser
vations.

The 3,000-mile march has taken a
physical toll on the participants, who
have endured ailments ranging from
sore feet to viral pneumonia. FBI agents
have followed them every step of the
way, at times provoking and harassing
them.

This has only strengthened the unity
among the tribes, with such traditional
tribal foes as the Sioux and the Crow
working together. Along the way, other
Indians have made contributions to the
march, from an old woman bringing a
pot of beans to farmers donating whole
pigs.

Reinforcements of food, medicine,
clothing and supporters who walk a few
miles have kept the spirits of the Indians
high. They have not wavered from their
desire to expose the problems of In
dians, and at each point along the way
they have targeted a particular abuse.
The struggle to free Leonard Peltier is
important because his case is being used
by the government as a warning to other
Indians who advocate fighting militantly
for justice for Native Americans.

Peltier was charged with killing two
FBI agents several years ago in an inci
dent at Wounded Knee—historic site of
Indian resistance. He was sentenced to
two life sentences based on circumstan
tial evidence and trumped-up charges
which are now crumbling. For instance,
Myrtle Poor Bear, one of the witnesses,
has admitted th^t she was coerced into
signing an affidavit implicating Peltier.
An appeal to the federal District Court
of St. Louis is underway.

The march was joined by Indians

Bakke
continuedfrom page 8
affirmative action, be it minority admis
sions or minority hiring programs.

If affirmed, the Bakke decision only
promises more of the hell minorities
face—the . rat' infested ghettos and
broken down tenements, the drugs and
crime, the 40% youth unemployment,
the killer cops—life in America for
Black, Latin and Asian people.

The Bakke demonstration reflected a
growing tide of discontent amont this
country's minorities. Though many of
the people who marched were students
too young to remernber the marches of

•the 60s, "they brought with them the
same intense desire for freedom and
liberation tht inspired the civil rights
movement and the Black liberation
movement.

The major force in the April 15th
mobilization was the National Commit
tee to Overturn the Bakke Decision
(NCOBD). Starting out as a handful of
student activists less than a year ago,
NCOBD moved into a void left by the
inaction of the organizations that led the
marches of the early 60s, like the
NAACP tmd the Urban League.

The NAACP and the Urban League

from another struggle in the
Minneapolis-St. Paul area, where In
dians are trying to defeat legislation that
would bus Indian students to schools

around the city.
The Native-American-Controlled Sur

vival Schools sponsored the "Run for
Survival," to protest the government's
attempts to deny Indians the right to
control their own lives in such areas as
education. The Run opposed the busing
plan because it would disperse Indian
youth to other schools, thus denying

them courses in their own language and
culture.

These demands and the struggle to
free Leonard Peltier are symbols of a
growing movement among Indians to
take matters into their own hands. In
early April, armed Nayajos seized the
oilfields on th'eir reservation at
Montezuma Creek, Utah. The govern
ment and the oil monopolies have been
trying to grab Indian lands for years
because the reservations rest on 30<7o of
the Western coal reserves, 40'5'o of the

Action Hits Milwaukee Cops,
Demands Mendoza Freedom

%

Milwaukee, Wise.—Angry citizens picketed and packed the Fire and Police
Commission hearings here on April 27 to speak out against police conduct and
procedures. The hearings were the'result of a long string of police abuses.

One of the points at issue was the regulation which requires off-duty cops to
carry their service revolvers. This rule came into focus when on July 10, 1974
two drunk off-duty cops were killed with one of their own guns. The two were
beating a 19-year-old Chicano, Ray Mendoza. Mendoza was convicted of
murder and given two consecutive life sentences. However, because of mass
protests and blatant police repression which came out in the conduct of his
trial, his-conviction was overturned last October.

As in '74, a mass defense is growing against the state's attempt to re-try Ray
and chase him to prison to justify and protect the rampant brutality and discri
mination of the Milwaukee cops. The Ray Mendoza Defense Committee along
with several other outraged community groups and individuals spoke out at
the hearing.

A mother of five told how cops had broken down her door, "by mistake"
they said, and leveled a shotgun at one of her young sons. Black community
aaivists objected to the police murder of eight Blacksin as many years. Many
of the speakers linked their criticisms to a demahd that PoliceChief Harold
Breier be fired. Mendoza's trial is presently recessed until October.

act as if the lessons of the 60s, the ghetto
rebellions, the Panthers and Malcolm X
never happened. The links between op
pression in Africa and the US are
slighted or ignored.

The NAACP and the Urban League
boast membership lists in' the hundreds
of thousands, but dp little more than
politely haggle with the upper levels of
the US ruling class. They lobby, beg and
plead with Congress to "fix-up"
discrimination in the US.

What they don't do is organize people
to fight. (It's quite possible that they
can't—after their prediction of 20,000
people at an NAACP rally protesting
South AFrica's participation at the
Davis Cup Tennis Tournament in
Nashville last March, only 2,000 showed
up.)

The NCOBD, made up primarily of
veterans of the Black liberation move
ment and several left groups, recognized
the possibilities and necessity for mass
movement and brought people out to
DC. They-too, however, were held back
by certain limitations.

First was their narrow focus on the
Bakke decision. They made the court
decision the beginning and end of the
battle and aim everything at influencing
the Supreme Court. ,

No matter how the Supreme Court
decides, the struggle to defend affir
mative action will continue, already
"reverse discrimination" is being used
to dismantle affirmative action pro
grams. In several states (N.J., Loui
siana, etc.) recent court rulings have
found quotas to be unconstitutional—
quotas which right now are the only
quarantee that minorities will be able to
gel into professional programs.

Although Bakke is the main attack
now coming down on minorities, the
NCOBD doesn't link it to the 1001 other
attacks, from the attacks on MOVE in
Philly to the cuts in Black and Latin
Studies departments on college cam
puses. •

The unity against Bakke was weaken
ed by NCOBD's failure to struggle for
unity with other anti Bakke forces, par
ticularly the Anti-Bakke Decision Coali
tion, a smaller group with a strong base
among Chicanos (Mexican Americans)
and Asian Americans. \

All in all, the demonstktion was an
important step, a turning point in the
fight against discrimination and national
oppression which showed the possibility
of building even broader unity against
racist attacks. •

The anger and discontent reflected in

country's uranium, and 4% of the coun
try's oil and gas deposits.

Proposed federal legislation in Con
gress would abolish Indian treaties and
hunting and fishing rights, and pave the
way to do away with Indian schools,
clinics and eventually the reservations
themselves—all so the government and
big oil companies can exploit the
resources of the land for their own pro
fits.

Through their three-week armed oc
cupation of their oil lands, the Navajos
won huge concessions from Texaco and
other monopolies. They forced the com
panies to disarm their security guards,
close down their alcohol ^outlets, com
pensate for Indian lands ruined by oil
extraction, and establish an annual
$5000 scholarship fund for the reserva
tion.

Such, powerful actions make federal
and local authorities crack down on the
Longest Walk even more. The
Nebraska press tried to stir up an
tagonism and promote attacks with ar-

"tides on *'hostile Indians.'' Then when a
marcher was hit by a car there, local
authorities instructed the YMCA and

Boys Town to refuse to give them aid or
lodging.

But the people everywhere united with
the Indians' struggle. The Marion demo
for Peltier brought car caravans from
places as far away as Toronto, Seattle
and Oklahoma. Puerto Rican organiza
tions joined the rally at the Marion
prison, where Puerto Rican liberation
fighters like Oscar Collazzo are also im
prisoned. Endorsements came*from
Black and Chicano organizations, while
offers of help came from groups as
diverse as anti-nuclear activists and the

American Agricultural Movement.
The march is heading eastward,

towards Washington, where the Native-
Americans will confront Carter and the

government with their demands.
Throughout the course of the Longest
March the Indians have gained con
siderable support for their just cause
from the American people. Many have
united with the Native Americans'

movement because it is striking a power
ful blow at the same rich rulers whom

people have been fighting in other ways,
from the coal miners to the 10,(XK) who
marched against Bakke. The Native
Americans mid-July arrival in D.C. will
cause a stir, as they bring with them the
militant spirit of these struggles of
resistance.

Washington on April 15, will continue
to spark struggle against particular in
stances of discrimination, against the
whole system of racism and in support
of the fight of the people of Southern
Africa.
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