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Because of the mass sentiment 
around the issue, concrete demands 
and a plan of action were drawn up, 
and a broad coalition 'formed of stu-

. dents , parents and teachers to best 
take up the stru·~~le. On December 15 
it called . for- a community workshop, 
where over 1 SO students, parents 
and teachers jammed the School Board 
demanding responses and ·answers. For 
four solid hours, the community blasted 
the School B:oard, ripped of( their 
"liberal" cover, and brought forward 
the real issues confronting our schools. 
Actions such as this set the basis to 
broaden work on campus and in tJ:e 
community. 

By spring, the School Board 
became . even bolder in their racist 
attacks on education. They· threatened 
lay-offs of over 100 teachers and staff, 
and massive progr~m cuts in the name 
of "balancing the budget." At the same_ 
time, they propo'sed construction of an 
unnecessary junior high school building 
at the cost of $3.6 million. The con­
struction of Willard Jr. High would 
only serve the interests of a few in the 
wealthy Berkeley hills, but it is a slap 
in. the face for the vast majority in the 
community struggling for teachers' jobs 
and needed programs. 

· At Board meeting after Board meet­
ing, the community was mobilized to 
demand that they . stop construction 
plans for Willard , and that they stop 
-lay-offs and program cuts. But all die 
demands fell on the deaf ears' of the 
School Board. At one meeting, the 
Board would not even allow 200 com­
munity members gathered to speak on 
the agenda . . So the entire audience . 
stormed out _of the meeting at once, 
sho.uting and chanting in protest. 

RYL & Active Students 
Call for the Walk Out 

These blatant actions on the part 
qf the .School Board paved the way for 
even larger actions against their schemes. 
When the call for a Walk-Out was raised 
by members of CARE and RY~, the 
response from students and the .com­
munity was immediate. It was clear that 
they had. to take direct action, and h~d 
to rely on the strength of the students 
and community to continue the struggle. 

RYL members at Berkeley High 
and other active students took up the 
call. They mobilized broadly on camp~s, 
i:naking presentations in classrooms, 
setting up -information tables, leaflet­
ting, and reaching out to students of all 

. nationalities for their support. Members 
of . CARE held parent · meetings in the 
community, contacted community 
groups; leafletted door to door and at 
shopping centers, and got on the phone 
to build ·support for the Walk-Out. 

Shifting Gears: Building A, Broad 
Coalition to Continue the Fight 

And the tremendous success of the 
Walk-Out has strengthened the resolve 
even more to continue the fight for 
quality education. But in order to win 
just demands, all angles must be used to 
continue the struggie. Just like the rui­
irig ctasnmd their School Board lackeys 
who always change tacti~s to oppose 
and trick us, the people also have to 

· "shift gears" in the struggle. 
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With the deepening economic crisis of capitalism, drastic cuts face campuses and communities from coast to coast. Their 

survival threatened, thousands-0f students, minorities and working people have ·taken up struggle against the cutbacks. These 
concrete attacks, ~hich came before the Bakke decision-and the grass roots resistance to each of them-show the urgent 
need to be able to link up the various struggles in order to effectively fight each and every attack as they come down, united. 

The fight to beat back the-Bakke decision, which represents a political auack by the U.S. goven:iment, is one way to rally 
together and unify, and one way to' broaden and raise t~e political level of the forces already in the middle of intense battles 
around their own particular, local issue . . 

At the same time, the only way to truly defeat the Bakke decision is to rely, in words and in deeds, upon the grass roots 
-forces and the masses of oppressed people who have emerged from struggle, and not anti-Bakke legal, legislative, or lobbyin 
efforts alone. -

That is why, for exa'inple, in New York and other places, many of those curren{ly in the forefront of struggling against 
the attacks will be marching together .in Washington, D.C, in order to help build a basis to continue the struggle to both fight 
the cuts and to beat back Bakke. . . · ~ 

EVERYONE KNOWS New York City is lying on a death-bed crisis. As the banks continue to rip-off millions from loan-
. ' . 

shark interest rates to the city, everybody knows who suffers from the crisis: 
* tuition fees imposed and increased across CUNY ~t state and private colleges like· LIU, already forcing out of school 

. { -

over 50,000 students citywide. • 
* cutb~cks against Ethnic Studies such as at Brookly'n College, and the attacks against bilingual education at Hostos 

Community College: 
* _tightening the criteria for SEEK eligibility, part of the pli!n to tear 'down the SEEK program. 
* Schemes to screen out up to % of the current student population through "proficiency exams" and "2 year tests." 
* communities falling - ap~rt, unemployment among balck, Latin and Asians, such that up to 6 out of_7 can't find a job. 
And on top of all. this, there's the BAKKE DECISION. Bakke could destroy any chal')ce for minority, poor and working 

· people to get an education. ' l;.ike ·an axe abo~t t~ fall, the U.S. Supreme Court could provide the legal ammunition for the 
wholesale slaughter of Open Admissions, Ethnic ~tudies, SEEK, community programs and job openings, all hard-won gains 
which were paid for in blood. 

·Already many of us know about and are going to Washington, D.C. on April 15th to show our protest of the Bakke 
decision, recognizing Bakke to be just another form of the attacks we're all too familiar with. And already many of us have 
been fighting the cuts. Whether at Brooklyn Colfege, ,LIU, Hostos, CCNY, Medger ·Evers, or many othe·r schools~ach of us 
have been facing our own particular battles. 

But in order to defend our su rvival, we have to unite, to rally support for each other so that an attack on one is an attack 
on all. In order to protect and further our cause, we must be ready' to stand as one whenever and wherever an attack comes 
down. 

That's why the NY GRASS ROOTS TASK FORCE AGAINST THE CUTS AND BAKKE was formed by a group of 
students, communitY organizations, and workers. . 

Because we are aware that our battles will continue long after April 15th, and because we understand that the- way to 
defeat Bakke cannot be by relying on politicians or just legislative pressure but only by drawing strength from each other and 
the masses of oppressed people, the NY GRASS ROO~STASK FORCE calls upon those of us fighting the cutbacks in New 
York City to ' UNITE on April 15th under one banner, as one cont_ingent with one aim - to STOP THE CUTS AND BEAT 
BACK BAKKE. That we must build our unity to further our struggles after Washington, D.C. is clear. Let us take that 

.first step by marching together on April 15th. 

MARCH TOGETHER IN WASHINGTON TO STOP THE CUTS 
BEAT BACK BAKKE 

The people are now activery build- the community, expose . every tactic 
ing a Community Task Force for and trick of the School Board and do 
Quality Education, a broad coalition the necessary investigation and planning 
to reach ·out to community, parent, •to best fight for and win the just 
teacher , and church groups. It is essen- · demands. _ 
tial to unite all who can be united to Since the actfon, members o.f 
mobilize the broadest number of people . CARE and RYL have distributed hun­
behind our genuine demands and · to dreds and hundres of "Wanted" posters, 
counter the divide-and-rule tactics of with. pictures of School Board members 
the School Board. The task is to build and a list of their "crimes" against chil-
even broader support on campus and in dren and studen~s. Posters are being 

put up throughout the community, aria 
it is clear that the feeling to move -on 
the issue is building. Students and the 
community are already turniii.g 'to RYL 
and CARE for leadership, and together 
are preparing for tne next major action. 
Through unity, they will fight until 
they win the quality education that is 
rightfully theirs! , 

STOP THE CUTS, STAND AND 
FIGHT! QUALITY EDUCATION IS .. 
OUR RIGHT!• 


