
Letters
ToThe
Editor
Struggle Against Revisionism
The following letter was sent to both 

the Guardian and the Organizer.

In Silber’s September 27th Fan the 
Flames he correctly points to the anni
versary of the Chilean coup as an appro
priate time for Marxist-Leninists to assess 
the errors of the Chilean left, and par
ticularly the Chilean Communist Party's 
(ChCP) responsibility in that situation. It 
is an apt time for us to re-dedicate 
ourselves to the struggle against revision
ism, deepening our general critique and 
reviewing the disaster of the Chilean 
working class movement.

Silber was also to the point in his cri
ticism of dogmatist bankruptcy — blind 
and tacit support for the Pinochet dic
tatorship merely replaced one form of 
class collaboration for another. He also 
hit the mark by pointing out the errors 
of neo-revisionism, romanticism of the 
Unidad Popolar and refusal to incorpor
ate the bitter lessons of Chile into out
look and practice.

But I fail to see how all of this relates 
to the fusion strategy for party-building 
in the US. Silber makes no concrete ar
gument for his equation between the 
ChCP and the groups involved in the OC, 
and particularly the PWOC, the main 
proponent of the fusion strategy. Instead, 
he makes use of innuendo and cries of 
opportunism, an unfortunately common 
but not particularly useful approach 
for clarifying matters of political line. If 
this type of struggle is an example of the 
Guardian’s emphasis on general line — 
liquidate the concrete for vague formu
lations — the meaning of the phrase 
general line has been lost.

If Silber has real examples of the 
similarities he sees between consolidated 
hardline revisionists and members of a 
young party-building effort which es
pouses an anti-revisionist outlook, he 
should put them forward.

As a person involved for four years 
in building Non-Intervention in Chile 
(NICH), an organization which was born 
in the struggle against the opportunism of 
the CPUSA within the Chile solidarity 
movement, and today as a member of an 
OC organization, I am revolted at Silber’s 
political irresponsibility in indicting the 
PWOC and others for the sins of the 
ChCP. If lie were so serious about draw
ing out the lessons of Chilean revisionism 
for the North American reader, why 
doesn’t he do so?

As the revisionist strategy played it
self out in Chile, we had the chance to 
examine the twisting of a united front 
electoral strategy into the “peaceful 
road to socialism” : we can look at Chile 
and see the disaster of liquidating the 
role of armed struggle, the full impor
tance of correctly balancing working class 
unity on political and economic questions 
with the development of revolutionary 
organization — and these are only a few 
of the lessons to be learned.

Instead, Silber misses his opportunity 
to contribute to our ‘general line’ on the 
dangers of revisionism, and directs his 
energy toward distorting and misrepre
senting the meaning of fusion as put 
forward by Marxists-Leninists today. To 
merely state that the important ideologi
cal tasks cannot be “dependent upon or 
defined by the measure of fusion which 
the communists have already achieved 
with the spontaneous working class move
ment” leads the reader to believe that this 
is the essence of the fusion strategy.

The PWOC has clearly stated in its 
publications, and the OC has stated in its 
Principles of Unity that the development 
of correct political line is integrally relat
ed to effecting the fusion of Marxism- 
Leninism with the struggle of the working 
class. In other words, that the science of

(continued on page 16)

Philadelphia Workers Organizing Committee

Who We Are

The PWOC is a Communist organization, 
basing itself on Marxism-Leninism, the 
principles of scientific socialism. We are 
an activist organization of Black and 
white, men and women workers who see 
the root causes of the day-to-day prob 
lems of working people as the capitalist 
system itself. We are committed to build
ing a revolutionary working class move
ment that will overthrow the profit sys
tem and replace it with socialism.

handful of monopolists - by the rule of 
the many - the working people.

The masses of people in the US have 
always fought back against their exploita
tion and today the movement in opposi
tion to the monopolists are rapidly grow
ing both in numbers and intensity. What 
is iacking is the kind of political leader
ship that can bring these movements 
together, deepen the consciousness of the 
masses, and build today's struggles into a 
decisive and victorious revolutionary 
assault against Capital.

To answer this need we must have a 
vanguard party of the working class, 
based on its most conscious and commit
ted partisans, rooted in the mass move
ments of all sectors of American people 
and equipped with the political under
standing capable of solving the strategic 
and tactical problems that present them
selves on the difficult road to revolution.

We seek to replace the anarchy of capital
ist production with a planned economy 
based on the needs of working people. We 
want to end the oppression of national 
minorities and women, and make equality 
a reality instead of the hypocritical slogan 
it has become in the mouths of the capit
alist politicians. We work toward the re
placement of the rule of the few - the

The PWOC seeks, in conjunction with 
like-minded organizations and individuals 
throughout the US, to build such a party 
- a genuine Communist Party. The form
ation of such a party will be an important 
step forward in the struggle of the work
ing class and all oppressed people to build 
a new world on the ashes of the old.
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Friend of Bryant and Schlafly
Dear sirs.

About your article entitled 
“Backlash Hits Gay Rights” :

You find it “surprising that by and 
large, progressive forces have been slow to 
understand the threat (sic) that the anti
gay campaign poses to democratic rights 
generally.” What “threat" is there to 
understand? All the leaders you refer 
to -  Bryant, Angwin, et al, have always 
and emphatically denied that they would 
move for oreven condone discrimination 
on any other basis.

As to “some Marxist-Leninists” 
whom you presumably think are dogma
tists, do we “echo the right” , as you put 
it, or-do you  echo bourgeois feminism?

What we need to do is not at all 
defend what is indefensible. What we 
need is to dissociate ourselves from bour
geois feminism and from depravity.

It seems that you too support ERA. 
Consider, gentlemen, that it is the femin
ists who are presently raising such a din 
about what are called “displaced home
makers,” and yet are pushing a measure 
which would overthrow all state laws 
which require that a man support his 
wife. In a society as sick as ours, do you

imagine that the ERA can have any other 
consequence but the aggravation of this 
very same malady?!

It seems to me that the reason this 
particular squabble is now necessary is a 
preponderance of New Left know-noth
ing types among those who presently call 
themselves Marxists. In the sixties in the 
wake of the blacks, and in the Seventies 
in the wake of both blacks and feminists, 
trail the white radicals, gesturing ineffect
ually, apologizing and making excuses for 
the inexcuseable excesses of blacks and 
women who demand that they be treated 
as adults while acting like infantile 
children.

C.M.
St. Paul

The Organizer replies:

I t seems to us, sir, that you are a 
New Right know nothing parading about 
as a Marxist, apologizing and making 
excuses for the bourgeoisie’s inexcusable 
excesses. The notion that Blacks and 
women who are struggling for equality 
act like “infantile children’’ is hardly the 
language o f  a democrat, let alone -a 
Marxist. It is nothing less than the voice 
o f  reaction.

From the Staff
We want to apologize to our readers 

for missing the October issue of the 
Organizer. An already over extended staff 
has been overwhelmed by the demands of 
the campaign to defeat Frank Rizzo’s 
charter change. Of course the Organizer is 
an important weapon in that struggle and 
our failure to make our deadline hurts 
this work. We are self-critical for not 
doing the necessary planning to insure 
regular publication. We are presently 
reorganizing and will have the Organizer 
back on schedule. Subscribers will not be 
affected by these lapses. A subscription 
is good for 12 issues regardless of the 
span of time. We also regret we will not 
have a Spanish section this month.

We still receive a large volume of 
complaints from subscribers who do not 
receive the paper or receive it very late. 
While we may make an occasional 
mistake, we carefully check all these 
complaints and in 99% of the cases the 
paper has been sent. Third class mail is 
notoriously slow. Whether our problem 
is the plain old capitalist inefficiency of

the postal service or a deliberate effort 
to interfere with our circulation, we 
cannot say for sure. We have complained 
to the authorities and are investigating 
legal action; Also we have applied for and 
received non-profit status and now have 
applied for a second class permit which 
we hope to receive soon. Hopefully this 
will eliminate the present problem. Any 
subscriber who has not received their 
Organizer should write us and we will 
send it again. We realize this problem is 
hurting our circulation and want to assure 
our subscribers that we take it seriously 
and are doing everything we can to set 
it aright.

Finally some readers have asked what 
ever happened to the promised response 
from the Proletarian Unity League (PUL) 
to our series dealing with their party 
building- perspective. The answer is that 
we have yet to receive it. The PUL 
comrades have told us it will be along and 
when we do get it we still intend to 
publish it.

S u b scrib e!
Enclosed is

( ) $5 for a regular one-year subscription.
( ) $3 for unemployed or retired workers.
( ) $1 for prisoners.

NAME

ADDRESS
CITY _________________________

STATE ___________ ZIP_________

Enclosed is
{ ) $5 for a GIFT SUBSCRIPTION

NAME__________  _________

ADDRESS_____________________

CITY___ _____________________
STATE_______ _______ ZIP______

Send to:
The ORGANIZER, c/o the PWOC 

Box 11768
Philadelphia, Pa. 19101 

(All orders must be prepaid).

Sulk, bookstore, institutional, airmail, 
first class, and foreign rates are available 
upon request. Back issues are $.50 a copy.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Please send us 
your new mailing address along with your 
current address label.
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American League Batting Champ Quits the Twins Plantation
by RON WHITEHORNE

Almost overlooked on the same day 
the New York Yankees beat the Boston 
Red Sox in a photo finish for the Eastern 
division title in the American League was 
the announcement that Rod Carew has 
had it with the Minnesota Twins.

Rod Carew had just won his 7th 
American League batting title. The year 
before Carew was named the American 
League’s Most Valuable Player as he fell 
just short of breaking the magic .400 
mark. The 33 year old, Panamanian-born 
Black has a lifetime batting average of 
.335, highest in both Leagues. In an age 
of power hitters Carew is a master of the 
“hit em where they ain’t school’’, 
spraying base hits to opposite fields year 
after year. And in a time when super- 
stars routinely sign multi-million dollar 
contracts, Rod Carew does it all for the 
Twins for $170,000 a year. When other 
players turned free agent to land bigger 
salaries, Carew stayed with the Twins, 
a team he has played for since he first 
came up to the big leagues in 1967.

Carew’s decision to quit the Twins 
had nothing to do with money. “I will 
not ever sign another contract with this 
organization”, said an angry Carew. 
“I don’t care how many options or how 
much money Calvin Griffith offers me. 
I refuse to be a nigger on his plantation 
and play for a bigot.”

Calvin Griffith is the owner of the 
Minnesota Twins, who before moving 
to the Twin Cities region in 1961, were 
the, famed Washington Senators. The 
Griffith family had owned the old 
Senators for years and established a 
reputation as the meanest and cheapest 
of Baseball owners. The Senators in the 
saying of the time were “first in war, 
first in peace and last in the American 
League” -- a result of years of penny 
pinching mismanagement. Moving the 
franchise to Minnesota didn’t change 
anything.

NO BLACKS IN MINNESOTA

What prompted Carew to quit were 
some off the cuff remarks by Calvin 
Griffith before a Lion’s Club meeting in 
the small town of Waseca, Minnesota. 
Griffith was asked why he moved out of 
Washington. He scanned his all white 
audience and let it hang out,

“I ’ll tell you why we came to 
Minnesota. It was when I  found 
out you only had 15,000 Blacks 
here. Black people don’t go to 
ball games, but they ’ll fill up a 
rassling ring and put up such a 
chant i t ’ll scare you to death.
I t ’s unbelievable. We came here 
because you ’ve got good, hard
working white people here. ”

Griffith added insult to injury when 
he said that Rod Carew was a “damn

fool” for signing a contract for $170,000 
when everyone knew he was worth more. 
This is how Griffith rewards Carew’s 
loyalty and service to the Twins.

Carew undoubtedly spoke for many 
Black athletes when he said, “The .days 
of Kunta Kinte are over... I hope some
body gets wind of this and I hope they 
drag him down... Spit on Calvin Griffith.”

All the hub-bub about high player 
salaries and ball players refusing to . 
blindly follow the rules, has obscured 
the arrogant, selfish and dictatorial ways 
of baseball management. Calvin Griffith 
reminds us who are the real “trouble
makers” in Baseball today.

Baseball is supposed to be the 
national game but all the big decisions are 
made by a small handfull of people -- the 
owners who set League policy, decide 
which cities will have major league teams 
and which won’t, and run their individual 
franchises like plantations.

Ball fans in Washington lost their 
club, not because they didn’t support it 
but because one man, Calvin Griffith, 
didn’t like the skin color of half the 
city’s residents.

Calvin Griffith also reminds us that 
racism didn’t disappear from baseball 
once Jackie Robinson broke the color 
line. Management’s regular self

congratulations on making baseball “an 
equal opportunity employer” can’t hide 
the continued, deep seated racism of the 
owners.

Hats off to Rod Carew for having the 
guts to speak out regardless of the conse
quences for his own career. And Spit 
on Calvin Griffith.

T e a c h e rs
(continued from page 4)

support and parent-teacher cooperation 
were also stronger than in past years.

While there is no doubt that there 
has been a general increase in conscious
ness in both the union and the commu
nity about the need to wage a united 
fight, there is also no doubt that the 
intransigence of the board solidified 
much of the community and sparked 
rank and file militancy. As soon as the 
Board was forced to back down on some 
of the most important issues, the mili
tancy began to erode, as can be seen by 
the lopsided vote by the teachers to go 
back to work.

Furthermore, the community forces’ 
main concern throughout the summer 
and the short strike was to get the child
ren back in school. The militancy shown 
at various demonstrations was fueled by 

- the intransigence of the board. It seems 
unlikely, in analyzing these forces, that 
they would have understood and sup
ported a longer strike to save the special 
programs, avoid the six month compro
mise, and ensure wages that would keep 
up with inflation—all at the cost of 
having their kids out of school. There is

R e a c tio n
(continued from page 1)

At first, qnder the sway of Earl 
Browder’s right opportunist line, the 
CPUSA expected U.S. capitalism to move 
in a progressive direction. With the fall of 
Browder this rosy picture gave way to a 
characterization of the period as one of 
imminent economic crisis and pending 
fascism. This estimation led to a series of 
left errors. In 1948 the Party made sup
port for a third party the condition for 
united front relations in the CIO, break
ing with those forces who did not climb 
on the Henry Wallace bandwagon. In the 
absence of strong rank & file support for 
Wallace and with the bulk of the CIO 
leadership lining up behind Truman, these 
tactics isolated the Party, paving the way 
for the expulsions of the left.

In headier moments the Party argued 
that the masses were spontaneously 
breaking with the Democratic Party in 
spite of the treachery of their leaders and 
that the Party’s tactics would be vindicat
ed on election day. This illusion was laid 
to rest when Henry Wallace polled barely 
more than a million votes—less than a 
tenth of the Party’s prediction.

When more sober about Wallace’s 
prospects, the Party argued that the dan
ger of fascism coupled with the danger
Organizer, October-November, page 16

still a strong, though mistaken, impres
sion by masses of people that teachers 
are overpaid—and a serious lack of 
consciousness of the importance of at 
the very least keeping up with inflation. 
Furthermore, there is still a fairly limited 
understanding in the communities of the 
importance of the numerous programs for 
our children that the Board is carelessly 
chopping.

Finally, there was the question of 
transfers to achieve racial balance among 
the various school staffs. While this was 
not a contract issue, it became confused 
with the negotiations because of the 
timing. The school board waited until the 
last possible moment to comply with 
Federal racial integration standards and 
then complied with them in the most 
disorganized and backward way possible. 
The chaos created by badly planned and 
rushed transfers inflamed already deep- 
seated opposition to the plan. And far 
from standing firmly for the clear prin
ciple of integration for quality education, 
the union leadership has been hedging on 
the issue, thereby accomodating racist 
sentiment.

In summing up the strike then, it is 
clear that the PFT was able to maintain 
a holding action, pushing the Board back 
from its outrageous demands of the sum

of war made the formation of the Pro
gressive Party imperative, regardless of 
the consequences. Just how a still-born 
Progressive Party strengthened the anti
fascist fight was never made clear.

The indictment of Party leaders 
under the Smith Act seemed to confirm 
the Party’s estimate that fascism was 
around the corner. Expecting the sus
pension of all opportunities for legal 
work, the Party took the bulk of its 
cadres under ground. The Party retreated 
from all positions of mass influence and 
ceased to be a real force in U.S. political 
life. The Party was liquidated in all but 
name. Party members led a demoralizing 
hide-and-seek existence waiting for the 
fascist takeover that never came.

Right errors in connection with a 
mistaken estimate of the fascist danger 
are also possible. Strategic formulations 
appropriate to a situation in which the 
fascist danger is an imminent threat can 
become a rationalization for a general
ized right opportunist policy in a period 
in which these conditions do not exist.

Given the dominance of voluntarism 
and ultra-‘leftism’ in our movement, it 
is errors of a left character which are the 
main danger.

Look for Part II o f “The Growth o f  
Reaction" in the nest issue o f  the 
Organizer.

mer. The strength of the rank and file 
and its growing unity with the commun
ity forces sent a clear message to Rizzo, 
who feared that a long and bitter strike 
would hurt his personal political aspira
tions for a third term. But the struggle 
is nowhere near over.

BOARD ABUSES CONTRACT

The School Board, under pressure 
from the banks, is cutting programs right 
and left, not even respecting the terms of 
the contract. Classes of 40 are not unu
sual, as the Board puts into practice its 
racist disregard for the education of a 
school population which is 68% Black 
and Hispanic. Funding will continue to be 
a problem as long as the schools are 
funded by selling themselves to the eco
nomic interests of the bankers.

The contract which the PFT mem
bership ratified is supposed to ensure 
teachers jobs for the duration of this 
contract. John Ryan stated so at the 
ratification meeting and the written 
summary included this. Since then 
however, there has been some question 
about the final wording of the contract. 
The union leadership has yet to show the 
final version to members and even build
ing representatives have been unable to

L e tte r
(continued from page 2)

M-L becomes the method for formulating 
the strategy and tactics of the class strug
gle by the advanced fighters themselves. 
This in no way means that the theoretical 
tasks are somehow left on the locker 
room floor, as Silber would have us 
believe. He is fully aware of the intent to 
centralize ideological struggle, study and 
research through the Ideological Center.

I think that it would be apt to look 
at the anti-revisionist, anti-dogmatist 
organization which struggled in Chile 
during the UP period, and which contin
ues to struggle in Chile today, the MIR. 
MIR went through an intense self-criti
cism as well as advancing its critique of 
revisionism after the coup. It assessed its 
main strengths and cited its main advan
ces in the area of developing greater 
fusion with the working class in order to 
win its advanced fighter away from a revi
sionist perspective, and against left-volun
tarism and theoreticism. If they had 
failed to take up the question of fusion 
until they had formulated a correct gen
eral line, their ability to win over 8% of 
the trade union activists in three years 
from a revisionist perspective would have 
gone untested.

While the MIR suffered from ultra
left weaknesses, its ability to survive the 
blows of the coup and re-emerge in a pos
ition to both rectify its own errors and

see it. Frank Rizzo has made some state
ments that further confuse this issue. 
Clearly, this is an essential item in the 
final contract and if it was not won, then 
the PFT membership was sold a bill of 
goods and the demand for the full resto
ration of jobs and programs has not been 
met.

The parent-teacher and community- 
union cooperation must be carefully 
developed. As the School Employees 
Action Caucus’ leaflet states, “Defending 
and advancing public education depends 
on the unity of parents, students, school 
employees and organized labor.” It is up 
to all of us to make sure that those issues 
which were won in the contract are not, 
now trampled on by the board. It is up 
to us to make sure that the board organ
izes the transition in February, 1979 in 
the smoothest possible way. And it is 
up to us to build for the future—to fight 
for new funding based on the taxation of 
big business and not working people and 
to make sure that those funds go towards 
improving the quality of education in our 
schools. The fight isn’t over just because 
the kids are back in school. It’s now up to 
us To make sure that conditions in the 
schools are improved to ensure that our 
children are receiving more than a five- 
day babysitting service.

continue the struggle within the working 
class hinged on its correct approach to 
developing fusion with the working class 
and refusing to claim itself vanguard or 
party status until it had demonstrated its 
ability to win the most advanced fighters 
into its ranks.

Chile is perhaps the most dramatic 
example of the fusion of revisionist ideol
ogy with the working class. The specifics 
of this relate both to the-flunkyism of the 
ChCP to Moscow and also to the particu
lar history of the Chilean trade union 
movement. It also relates to the US im
perialist strategy of the sixties -  which 
bore similarities to the Marshall Plan in 
Europe that contributed to the develop
ment. Silber neither does this nor does he 
give us a good enough reason to follow 
his approach rather than one which in
cludes the advanced fighters of the work
ing class in the struggle to defeat a revis
ionist perspective within the class itself.

The real question that we all face is 
how serious the difficulties of consolidat
ing a revolutionary perspective are under 
the duress of the daily battles for survival 
of working people. It is between a correct 
idea and its application in the real world 
that political line has meaning, and it will 
be political line developed and seasoned 
by the class struggle that shows its van
guard character.

In struggle,
N.K.
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