
Marxism and Nuclear Power
For several years a movement has 

been growing up in the US in opposition 
to nuclear power. The Three Mile Island 
disaster has given an enormous impetus 
to the growth of the “anti-nuke” move­
ment, drawing in new forces and raising 
its credibility and moral authority among 
millions of Americans. For Marxist- 
Leninists the anti-nuke movement has ac­
quired a new importance as an important 
front in the struggle against monopoly 
capitalism. No other incident in recent 
times has cast in such sharp relief the per­
verted morality of the capitalist class 
which blandly and routinely places the 
lives of millions in jeopardy in order to 
safeguard their investments.

Marxist-Leninists have much to offer 
this growing movement — the political 
understanding that the dangers posed by 
nuclear power cannot be separated from 
the struggle against capital. Marxist- 
Leninists bring to the movement the 
knowledge that it is only in the context 
of drawing in and building unity with the 
great social movements against monopoly 
capitalism, the workers’ movement, the 
movements of the oppressed nationalities 
and the women’s movement, can the 
social power to really “shut ‘em down” 
be built. Finally, Marxist-Leninists bring 
considerable organizational experience,

tactical sophistication and ties with other j 
popular movements to the anti-nuke 
struggle.

SOME A D D E D  LESSONS

At the same time it must be added 
that the anti-nuke forces have some 
things to teach Marxist-Leninists. Fur­
thermore if Marxists are to maximize 
their contribution to this struggle it is 
necessary to overcome some sectarian 
prejudices and dogmatic illusions.

It has been fashionable to debunk 
the anti-nuke forces as a bunch of Uto­
pians who want to turn their backs on 
modern technology and live out of the 
Mother Earth catalogue on some country 
commune. Certainly there are strong uto­
pian and petty bourgeois strains in the 
anti-nuke movement. The back to nature, 
self-sufficiency mentality is an expression 
of individualism and reflects a distance, if 
not a contempt, for the real situation and 
actual options of the masses of working 
people. But generally we have substituted 
a caricature of the movement for a ser­
ious investigation of its actual character

and potential. The real weaknesses of this f 
movement are an argument for why 
Marxist-Leninists need to participate in it 
and not a justification for abstention.

What this sectarian attitude also 
obscures is that for all these weaknesses 
the anti-nukes have been right about 
nuclear power and we Marxist-Leninists 
— with few exceptions — have been 
wrong. While the anti-nuke activists have 
been trying to arouse people to the real 
dangers posed by these plants, commun­
ists, by and large, have been indifferent to 
the issue. Now events clearly show that 
this danger is very real and this indiffer­
ence was unwarranted.

Marxists think that the development 
of the productive forces is fundamentally 
progressive and that the role of technol­
ogy in a given society is basically a ques­
tion of the class character of that society. 
The attitude toward nuclear power 
among Marxists, at least prior to Three 
Mile Island, rests on a vulgarization of 
these basic Marxist conceptions. For not 
every advance in technology is always 
progressive. While the question of nuclear 
power is fundamentally a political 
question, this should not obscure that 
there also are very real technical problems 
associated with its use.

Another variant of leftist thinking 
goes like this: “It does not matter 
whether the capitalist class burns coal, 
harnesses the sun or splits atoms — the 
only question that matters is who con­
trols energy, who pays for it and who 
benefits from it.” Clearly it does matter 
because nuclear power poses a threat to 
the masses of people. To ignore this is to 
ignore an important front of struggle 
against the capitalist class — an opportun­
ity to expose the real workings of the 
capitalist system and thus ultimately to 
advance in the battle to settle the funda­
mental question of who will control 
society -  “them” or “us” .

The PWOC is self critical for having 
fallen victim to this kind of thinking. In 
the future we intend to pay much more 
attention to the nuclear questions and en­
vironmental issues generally. We believe 
that Marxist-Leninists must begin to bring 
a working class stand and anti-imperialist 
perspective to the movements that are 
growing up around these issues. Fortun­
ately Three Mile Island did not result in a 
melt-down catastrophe. Also fortunately, 
it did result in a melt-down of at least 
some prejudices in our ranks and hope­
fully among others as well.

Thousands Demand 
Shut ’em Down !

m*** ?m vmmx
s

4W?»

m
*#'1

I#

The anti-nuke movement is growing 
by leaps and bounds and taking to the 
streets to shut down nuclear power 
plants. On April 22nd over 5,000 people 
allied at the site of the Limerick nuclear 

power plant in Montgomery County to 
tell Philadelphia Electric to halt construc­
tion of the Limerick plant and to shut 
down the Peach Bottom and Salem plants 
now. The action comes on the heels of a 
mass march on the PE headquarters earl­
ier this month, and as part of dozens of 
similar mobilizations from coast to coast.

W ALL ST. A N D  
THE WHITE HOUSE

All the speakers, representing groups 
such as Environmentalists for Full Em­
ployment, Consumer Education and Pro­
tection Association, Women’s Interna­
tional League for Peace and Freedom, 
Black United Front, Philadelphia Council 
of Neighborhood Organizations, as well as 
representatives from the Three Mile 
Island Alert and the Seabrook Alliance, 
agreed that the source of nuclear cancer is 
Wall Street and the White House.

Underscoring -the profit involved for 
the powers that be, a Keystone Alliance 
spokesperson reminded the crowd that 
the largest stockholders of the utilities are 
the largest banks, the same banks which 
lend the money to build the nukes and 
collect the interest on the loans. General 
Electric and Westinghouse, two of the 
biggest corporations in the US, account 
for most of the nuclear reactor construc­
tion and they are controlled by the same 
large banking institutions.

The same speaker hit at the irrespon­
sibility of public officials, telling of his 
joint appearance on a talk show with 
Philadelphia’s managing director Hillel 
Levinson. In discussing the evacuation of 
2 million people in and around Philadel­
phia (Limerick is 21 miles from Philadel­
phia), Levinson said that there was no 
problem on this issue, that a plan had 
been developed. When asked what the 
plan was, Levinson replied (with a 
straight face we presume), “It’s a secret.”

Other speakers connected the nuclear 
power issue to nuclear military prolifera­
tion. The threat posed to the US people 
by nuclear power is parallelled by the des­
tructive power of the 35,000 nuclear stra­

tegic warheads in this country alone. 
Domestic nuclear power cannot be separ­
ated from the insanity of nuclear disaster 
that comes with imperialist wars.

In shutting down the nukes, rally 
speakers underscored the need to support 
worker protection legislation and 
programs for full employment. Workers 
affected by shut downs must receive rep­
arations: full paychecks, relocation allow­
ances if necessary, and retraining.

While no speakers from organized 
labor were present, other speakers urged 
rank and file trade unionists tc pass reso­
lutions in their locals and pressure the int­
ernational trade union leadership to take 
a no-nuke stance.

K EYSTO NE ALLIANCE

The Limerick action was organized 
by the Keystone Alliance which is calling 
for another rally, including a peaceful 
occupation of the construction site, for 
June 2nd. Keystone is also organizing for 
a national demonstration May 6th in 
Washington which is being joined by anti­
nuke forces all over the country.

While alliances like Keystone have 
been active for several years, the recent 
Three Mile Island disaster has swelled the 
ground movement and activists every­
where are noting a dramatic increase in 
interest and participation in their com­
munities. Keystone noted that here in the 
Philadelphia area, the Alliance started 
with a group of 15 people in January, 
1978 and experienced slow but steady 
growth, including 10 new local affiliate 
groups in surrounding counties represent­
ing approximately 150 people. Now all 
groups are deluged with angry people 
who know they have been lied to and the 
new energy is fueling a mass movement 
to SHUT ‘EM DOWN!

In a Keystone affiliated suburban 
group, formerly numbering about 20 
people with a half-dozen being good 
attendance at a meeting, 30 new people 
showed up at the first meeting following 
Three Mile Island and more people are 
becoming involved every day. They are 
currently involved in stopping plans for 
construction of a pumping station along
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Thousands march down Market Street to the offices of Philadelphia Electric Co. to 
demand that all nuclear power plants be shut down.

the Delaware River at Pt. Pleasant in 
Bucks County.

Residents of both Bucks and Mont­
gomery County are being told that there 
will not be enough water for residential 
use if the pumping station is not built. 
The fact is that ground water supplies 
have not been fully investigated and Phil­
adelphia Electric Co. is involved to the 
extent that 60% o f  the water pumped will 
go directly to the Limerick Nuclear 
Power Plant to cool the reactors. Mem­
bers in Bucks County feel that our

responsibility is to fight until death this 
insane plan.

Only if we join together and wage a 
determined struggle can we hope to have 
any impact on the nuclear death mer­
chants who presently, in callous disregard 
foe, the desires and needs of the people, 
are going ahead building more Three Mile 
Islands.

To get the name and phone number 
o f a contact person in your area contact 
the Keystone Alliance, 1006 S. 46th St., 
Phila., PA, 19143, or call 387-5255.

Keystone Alliance Demands
1. Immediate shutdown o f  all nuclear power plants until they are proven safe.

2. Halt all nuclear power plant contruction.

3. Switch from nuclear power to conservation and safe, renewable alternatives.

4. Full employment and safety at workplaces.

5. All costs o f  Three Mile Island nuclear accident be borne by Metropolitan Edison 
stockholders, not rate payers or tax payers.

6. Energy based on people’s needs.

7. Local referendum before building any nuclear plant.
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