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ly nation to veto a condemnation of 
South Africa for invading Angola.

SART
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The game in Albany on Tuesday, 
September 22 was the only one of the 
three-game tour that was publicly an­
nounced. The other two were played at 
secret sites and secret times to avoid the 
assured public outrage of anti­
apartheid forces and local residents. 
For the Albany game to be played, the 
Eastern Rugby Union (ERU) needed 
the help of the federal, state and local 
government, including the police, the 
courts, the mayor, the governor, the 
President and the FBI!

First Mayor Corning says the game 
is on. Freedom of speech, he says. 
Then Governor Carey says it’s off. Im­
minent violence, he says. Then after all 
the charter buses scheduled to travel to 
Bleeker Stadium are cancelled, in 
walks a federal judge by the name 
Munson. Munson claimed he was 
defending the right of free speech and 
assembly. This gave SART (Stop Apar­
theid Rugby Tour) some 24 hours to 
mobilize forces to voice their opinion 
and assemble for the people’s cause.

Freedom of Speech for Whom?
The government’s “ defenders” of 

the First Amendment are very quick to 
cite how the South African’s rights 
would be violated if the tour were to be 
cancelled. This so-called non-partisan 
rugby team which includes members of 
the brutal South African security 
forces and police department would be 
denied the right to play a game. They 
would be denied the right to voice their 
racist views. They would be denied 
their right to uphold their standard of 
oppressing and murdering blacks at 
will. To defend this right the govern­
ment called in the state police, the city 
police and the FBI.

For the rights of the American peo­
ple who truly abhor the oppressive 
system of apartheid, they called in the 
same police. To “ defend our rights,” 
the police arrested, beat and detained 
nine members and supporters of the 
SART coalition. On Sept. 21, the day 
before the demonstrations, John 
Spearman was arrested for driving a 
stolen car. A car owned by his friend 
Mike Young and not reported stolen. 
At 3:00 am on the 22nd, the apartment 
of Vera Michaelson, an Albany anti­
apartheid activist,- was raided by police 
who picked the lock and busted in with 
weapons drawn to arrest Ms. 
Michaelson, Mike Young, and Aaron 
Estis. All are members of SART, Mr. 
Young being a co-convenor of the 
coalition and also a member of the 
Communist Workers Party. All except 
Ms. Michaelson were held in “ preven­
tive detention” and all four were 
unable to attend and give guidance to 
the demonstration.

After the demonstration, four 
members of the Revolutionary Youth 
League and supporters of SART were 
accorded the same rights. They were, 
without provocation, dragged from 
their auto at gun point, hurled to the 
ground, and robbed by the police. 
They illegally searched the trunk of the 
car to find some poster sticks and a tire 
iron. For this they were booked for 
carrying a concealed weapon. While 
holding the men to the ground, one 
person lost a tooth,- another his wallet 
(that was right in the car) and all four 
their jackets. A few days earliet,3ojie 
Jordon of the Pan Africanist Congress 
was also arrested-and beaten,

This is the way the police and the 
government “ serve and protect.” They 
serve the interests of the South African 
government and their monopoly 
capitalist backers here in the U.S. The 
holders of assets in the mineral rich 
African nation will do anything needed 
to preserve the constant flow of profit 
they are stealing from the black 
population. They were even forced to 
expose themselves recently at the 
United Nations when they were the on-

Government Pulls All Stops
The sum of the bourgeoisie’s tactics 

was the division and splitting of the 
anti-apartheid movement. This move­
ment is growing exponentially, 
challenging as never before the U.S. 
imperialists’ criminal support of apar­
theid. What is more, in the organiza­
tional form of SART, this movement is 
cutting across different single issues 
and uniting them. Well over 100 
organizations and individuals — in­
cluding church groups, student 
organizations, anti-apartheid organiza­
tions, politicians and workers’ groups 
— from all classes and walks of life 
support and endorse SART and the 
struggle against South Africa.

An historic event was marked when 
the Pan Africanist Congress and the 
African National Congress, two major 
liberation organizations in South 
Africa and the South West African 
People’s Organization united and 
worked together to stop the Spring­
boks. So great is the people’s anti­
apartheid sentiment and its invasion in­
to sports, 200 Congressmen responded 
with a vote in favor of expressing Con­
gress’ opposition to the Springboks’ 
tour. And this despite the prevalence of 
the bourgeoisie’s reactionary “ free 
speech” -for-racists argument.

The bourgeoisie threw its whole 
weight behind stopping the Albany 
demonstration and the anti-apartheid 
movement. Through the courts, the 
monopoly capitalists worked behind 
the scenes. Responsibility was passed 
from one level of government to the 
other like a hot potato. The game was 
cancelled, rescheduled and legal deci­
sions were appealed and counter- 
appealed. The anti-apartheid move­
ment was thrown off balance and the 
resistance was dispersed. In fact, as the 
time of the game drew nearer and the 
case was appealed to the Supreme 
Court for a final decision, some 
demonstrators were sb confused by the 
whirlwind of activity and the govern­
ment’s machinations that they called 
on Thurgood Marshall to save the day 
(see article on the Supreme Court in 
this issue). The cancellation and im­
mediate rescheduling was pre-planned; 
it was a criminal plot against the peo­
ple.

This tactic was combined with the 
direct repression, the “ preventive 
detention” of the leaders of the anti­
apartheid movement.

In addition there was a disgusting 
violence-baiting campaign that was or­
chestrated by the Governor of New 
York and the FBI. First Gov. Carey 
said he wanted to stop the game for 
fear of violence. Day after day Carey 
said hs„wanted to protect the people 
from violence the demonstrators would 
surely bring. Then the FBI said in a 
meeting with Albany’s Mayor Corning 
that because the CWP was par­
ticipating in building the demonstra­
tion, there would be violence, that a 
confrontation between the CWP and 
the Klan was imminent (the KKK said 
later they did not even know when or 
where the game was to be played), and 
that they expected another Greensboro 
in Albany.

This story had some effect on some 
anti-apartheid activists in Albany. Ac­
ting as marshalls for the march, they 
linked arms together, preventing many 
of the high-spirited and determined 
demonstrators from rushing the gates 
to enter the field. The marshalls’ action 
was in direct violation of a coalition 
agreement to neither condemn nor con­
done acts of civil disobedience to stop 
the rugby game. In fact, their actions 
gave credence to the lie that violence 
would come from the demonstrators, 
and it is clear that the only violence 
came from the government!

The bourgeoisie’s splintering of the 
people’s forces proved to be damaging. 
Through “ indirect”  means and 
through drafting the press to ape its 
violence-baiting propaganda, 15,000 
people were p revented  from  
demonstrating against the Springboks.

The arrests of key organizers further 
disoriented the leaders of the 
demonstration.

Within this lie the seeds of the 
government’s defeat. Despite all the 
government’s machinations and deceit, 
three thousand people were determined 
to stop the rugby tour at all costs, and 
they came out in the pouring rain and 
on less than a day’s notice.

Furthermore, the government’s con­
duct of this whole affair is shown for 
what it is. The people have an object 
lesson which no amount of propagan­
da could match. We see exactly what is

meant by freedom of speech and 
assembly under capitalism: freedom 
for the monopoly capitalists to spread 
their poison and no such freedom for 
the people. While Springboks get 
round the clock police protection, 
SART members and the people are 
harassed, beaten, arrested and denied 
their right to exercise the First Amend­
ment. Through the course of events, 
government intervention and attemp­
ted destruction of the anti-apartheid 
movement (and the people’s movement 
generally) will be exposed and 
defeated. □

A woman demonstrator argues with a helmeted riot policeman outside 
Auckiands Eden Park where the South African rugby team was playing, 
Auckland, New Zealand.

CWP Statement by Jerry Tung 
Concerning Albany Arrests

Communist Workers Party Release
The arrests of Mike Young, Communist Workers Party member, and 3 

other anti-apartheid activists in Albany in the 24 hours right before the plann­
ed protest against the South African Rugby team game is an attack on the 
American people, on all justice and freedom loving people. This is a govern­
ment frame-up, a fascist tactic. It is an attempt to disunite the anti-apartheid 
forces and growing movement,in this country, and only shows the fear that the 
government has of the movement. In fact, all along they have been or­
chestrating this — from allowing the South African Rugby team to come here, 
to Governor Carey calling it off, and then the courts saying the game is on 
again in order to try to throw the anti-apartheid movement off. These 
maneuvers reveal how deep their chauvinism and racism are,and will only br­
ing about greater anger from the American people.

The Communist Workers Party is proud to be working with all the many in­
dividuals and organizations from all backgrounds and ages, church people and 
students, in the campaign to stop the South African Rugby Tour. Around this 
tour there’s been a lot of talk about First Amendment rights, freedom of 
speech for sportsmen to play. But what about action? When people try to pro­
test against racism and blatant discrimination, the government rounds up 
some of their leaders and throws them into jail right before the protest is about 
to begin. How come the government never talks about the death threats receiv­
ed by Richard Lapcheck (one of the leaders of the Coalition to Stop Apartheid 
Rugby Tour) and CWP leaders by the Klan and Nazis, those anonymous 
phone calls in the middle of the night?

These attacks by the government are consistent with Reagan’s whole pro­
gram of cutbacks, tax giveaways to the rich, and more money for the military. 
He’s been able to get away with his reactionary policies on Southern Africa up 
to this point because the people have been divided and fighting separately. But 
now there are clear signs of the increasing unity of the American people to op­
pose him — for example, Saturday’s Solidarity Day demonstration in 
Washington, D.C. and the growing anti-apartheid movement to stop the rugby 
tour.

Carey and Reagan will both be toppled, voted out of office, and we intend 
to help build campaigns to do that. The recent attacks on all workers and 
oppressed people will only fuel greater resistance to the government and its 
billionaire backers. The fact they have singled out the CWP will only draw 
more sympathy to us. □




