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Political Significance of the Question

A central theoretical task facing U.S. Marxist-Leninists is con-
cretizing and deepening the critique of the Communist Party of the
United States of America (CPUSA).

Clearly there can be no serious talk of building a revolutionary
vanguard party in the absence of such an ongoing critique. At present, the
general state of the theoretical work in this area can be characterized as
relatively shallow and inconsistent. This article is an initial attempt to
rekindle a movement of criticism around the program and practice of this
revisionist party.

What is the special significance of the CPUSA? It is not primarily the
fact that the CPUSA presents itself as the Marxist-Leninist vanguard of
the U.S. working class. As far as that claim is concerned, the party
already has at least half a dozen rivals.

The Role of the CPUSA

However, the CPUSA is particularly important. First of all, it is
historically the most significant party on the U.S. left. It enjoys the
formal organizational continuity of 60 years of participation in the
political life of the U.S. It was the designated member party of the Third
International and as a result, for better or worse, was the principal
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