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essence, the Guardian still holds to the thesis of the "united front against 
the two superpowers," even though within that formulation they place 
the principal emphasis on the struggle against the U.S. superpower. 

It is such a stand that makes it possible for tihe "left" opportunists to 
seek a united front with the Guardian. At a time when the majority of 
forces in the anti-revisionist, anti-"left" opportunist trend have rid 
themselves not just of the politics but the ideological and theoretical 
underpinnings of this "left" opportunist line, the Guardian's centrism 
stands as a roadblock to the consolidation of an international line by our 
trend that is firmly based on proletarian internationalism. 

Relation to Party-Building 

CJ.early the political tasks of the communist movement in the period 
ahead are complicated by the fact that the struggle to transform the 
present anti-revisionist, anti-"left" opportunist trend into a Marxist
Leninist party must command the center of our attention. It would be the 
height of useless posturing to pretend that this trend will be able to give 
effective guidance to the mass movements until and unless it can unify 
around a leading line and, on that basis, re-establish a genuine vanguard 
party of the U.S. working class. 

But that fact shoul.d in no way lead to the conclusion that the 
communists have no role to pl.ay in the struggle to counter U.S. 
imperialism's plans for war and counter-revolution, or that the com
munists should not develop their own analysis of the current situation 
and advance it in contention with incorrect Jines that prevail on the left. 

If anything, the objective limitations placed on the political effective
ness of the communists in the present circumstances should serve to 
underscore the urgency of settling the fundamental Jine questions before 
our movement so that a qualitative advance can be registered in the effort 
to unify our trend and transform it into a proletarian party, capable of 
meeting the challenge posed by U.S. imperialism's heightened war 
preparations. 

Toward a Critique of 
the General Line of the CPU SA 

by Ralph Beitel and Bruce Occena 

Political Significance of the Question 
A central theoretical task facing U.S. Marxist-Leninists is con

cretizing and deepening the critique of the Communist Party of the 
United States of America (CPUSA). 

Clearly there can be no serious talk of building a revolutionary 
vanguard party in the absence of such an ongoing critique. At pres�nt, the 
general state of the theoretical work in this area can be characterized as 
relatively shallow and inconsistent. This article is an initial a�tempt �o 
rekindle a movement of criticism around the program and practice of th1s 
revisionist party. 

What is the special significance of the CPU SA? It is not primarily the 
fact that the CPUSA presents itself as the Marxist-Leninist vanguard of 
the U.S. working class. As far as that claim is concerned, the party 
already has at least half a dozen rivals. 

The Role of the CPUSA 

However the CPUSA is particularly important. First of all, it is 
historican/ the most significant party on the U.S. left. It enjoys the 
formal organizational continuity of 60 years of participation in �he 
political life of the U.S. It was the designated member party of th� T�ird 
International and as a result, for better or worse, was the pnnc1pal 
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