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one-sixteenth of Russia's vast 
territory. The Red Army, later to 
become the world's greatest mil­
itary force, was born because of 
this counter-revolutionary inva­
sion. For two and a half bloody 
years, against overwhelming 
odds, the Red Army rallied the 
Soviet working class and peas­
antry and smashed the reaction­
aries. This victory alone would 
rank the Bolshevik revolution as 
pre-eminent among the achieve­
ments of working class history. 

The cost of the capitalist inva­
sion was daunting. On top of the 
losses caused lry the World War, be­
tween 1919 and 1922, seven million 
Soviet men, women, and children 
died in battle or through war-caused 
starvation and disease. Millions 
more became refugees. Russia's al­
ready feeble industry and agriculture 
virtually collapsed. The Soviet gov­
ernment Later estimated its material 
losses as the equivalent of $60 billion. 
The invaders made no reparations. 

Such were the ruins on which 
the Soviet working class set about 
the most sweeping economic and 
social transformation the world 
had yet seen. 

STALIN'S SUCCESSES 

COMMUNISM 
INSPIRES 
SOVIET WORKERS 
TO TRANSFORM 
COUNTRY 

Soviet workers hurled their 
hearts and muscles into the task 
of reconstruction and develop­
ment with a vigor and enthusi­
asm that astounded the puny 
imagination of bourgeois cynics. 
The spirit infusing the first gen­
eration of Soviet development 
proves that social relations based 
on selfishness and acquisitive­
ness do not represent the apex of 
human achievement. Yes, social­
ism was ultimately defeated by its 
own internal contradictions. Yes, 
the Soviet party's line proved in­
correct. But for thirty years or so, 
tens of millions carried out this 
line because they thought it 
would eventually lead to commu­
nism. This shows that workers 
everywhere are winnable to 
building a collective, egalitarian 
way of life. 

Visitors to the Soviet Union in 
the 1920s and 1930s who re­
ported their findings did not fail 
to acknowledge achievements of 
historic proportion. The key to 
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CHINESE FASCISM: 

THE DENG HITS THE FAN 

T
he orgy of anti-communist snivelling in which the
bourgeois press has wallowed all summer cannot 

obscure the truth about the bloody events last June in 
China. 

T
he "pro-democracy" movement represented would­
be Western-style entrepreneurs unsuccessfully at­

tempting to supplant the ruling Deng/Li clique of state 
capitalists and big-time privateers. From a class point of 
view, the student demonstrations and their ruthless sup­
pression did not pit good guys against bad guys. Rather, 
this struggle arrayed one gang of exploiters against an­
other in a contest to become or remain top dog. Their 
rhetoric to the contrary, the demonstrators reflected an 
infantile form of yuppiedom yearning to achieve the status 
of corporate raiders. The massacre of students in Tienan­
men Square demonstrates the deadly logic of capitalist 
restoration throughout China. 

F
urthermore, the apparently clearcut victory of the
Deng/Li bunch over the so-called "moderate" (read 

pro-U .S. imperialist) forces represents a staggering blow to 
the U.S. ruling class. Bush & Co. made desperate, crude, 
painfully obvious attempts to intervene on the Zhao side 
while the demonstrations were underway. The CIA, the 
U.S. Information Agency, the TV networks, the press and 
every political hack from the "liberal" Rep. Stephen Solarz 
to the overt fascist Sen.Jesse Helms lent a hand to portray 
the Chinese students as freedom fighters and martyrs. The 
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