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Introduction to this issue

S e e e o e P B S T T e e S,

In this izsue of MIM Theory, MIM secks to explain how it sees gender oppression,
especially in the First World. Building on Lenin's theory of imperialism, which united the-
ories of class and nation in one eoherent unit, MIM asked whether or not gender
oppression fits in 50 neatly with the theory of imperialism.

In the last issue of MIM Theory, MIM showed that the white working class is not
explofted. It simply cannot be counted on as an ally in the struggle of the oppressed
nations and proletariat to overthrow impenalism. MIM does not see any debt the world
owes to the white working class as workers except 10 help it get past its parasiic past
and move forward into a peaceful, harmonious society free of nation, class and gender
conflict. This debate continues in this issue's letters.

The first step in asking a similar question about gender required throwing aside
conventional thinking in so-called feminist circles in the United States, This thinking held
that it was incorrect to struggle over women's issues at all—not so much because
women's igsues were to be ignored ag they were in the day Marx and Engels wrote about
the issues, but because struggle amongst women or between women and men was sup-
posedly incorrect. Instead of struggle, the therapist's opporiunist-money-making point of
view has come to dominate the women's movement in the 1970s, 19805 and 1990s. By
this view, no woman's view of her oppression should be challenged, sinee all women are
sisters in oppression and all women's views arg correct.

The overall issue of gender led MIM back into history—especially the history of the
Chinese Revolution and the history of the US. women's movement in the 1960s. MIM
came to unfavorable conclusions about the state of the First World women's movement
today, baged on its accomplishments and practice.

After looking around, MIM came to the conclusion that, like First World labor, First
World women are mainly oppressors, not oppressed people. Fully realizing that many cnt-
ics of MIM say it is impossible to change the world without a majority of people on your
side, MIM explained that it has full confidence in the majority of the world's people—
Third World laborning classes.

That is to say the obvious. Now comes the hard part. Contrary to what makes sonse
from & purely theoretical point of view, in this issue we will look at applications of theory
in struggle before we look at theory itsell. This is necessary in parl because many people
consciously or unconsciously believe that theory has no place in the women's Movement.
Az we shall see, some so-called feminists have raised opposing theory and science 1o a
principle of the women's movement. Hence, thig issue starts with relatively recent strug-
gles and historical achievements of women's liberation and then proceeds to more
general theory.

In this issue, MIM also takes a slight detour back into the issue of the bourgeocisifica-
tion of the Amerikan working class. In “A White Proletariat?,” MIM accidentally left out
an article and some charts on the position of the white nation working class. Recognizing
that perfectionism needlessly delays revolutionary advance and that no MT can ever be
totally complete, MIM is happy to correct its error in this issue and include some other
material from our readers as well.
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WNEWSFLASH

A rating for Enver Hoxha

e e i g

by MCS
April 5, 1992

In elections in March 1992, the last remnants of
the communist revolution in Albania, which came Lo
power in 1944, were thrown out out of government.
Albania is now a plain capitalist country like Gresce.

The successors to communist leader Enver
Hexha in Albania after 1985 were outright capitalist-
roaders, who instead of fellowing the trail blazed by
Mao and the Gang of Four in China, tock Albania 1o
its current economic crigis and capitalist restoration.
However, MIM gives Hoxha a grade of 70% like
Stalin, but for different reasons.

Regarding the historical evaluation of the first
stage of Albania’s revolution during World War II,
MIM can have no major objections to Hoxha's work.
Hoxha led the communists to kick out the fascists,
collectivize agriculture, nationalize industry and lib-
grata women,

In the late 1960s and early 1960s, Hoxha pro-
vided a genuine service to the international
praletariat by leading, with Mao, the critique of the
Saviet revisionist takeover. Hoxha and Mao defend-
ed the memory of Stalin against the Kruschev
revisionists, who changed Soviet policy in order o
oppose armed struggle in the Third World and run
the Soviet economy on a profit basis.

For this alone, MIM gives Hoxha a lot of credit.
Most communist parties in the world and all the oth-
ers in Eastern Europs went along with the
Khruschev revisionists to one degree or another,
although communists in Asia and Africa in particu-
lar leaned toward Mao. With the experience of one
major capitalist-restoration after a successiul
Marxist-Leninist revolution, Hoxha summed up Thig-
tory and formed part of the correct pole in the
international communist movement. (For example,
there had been one restoration before in Hungary
that crushed the revolution in its infancy, but the
Bolshevik Revolution was unique in going down 1o
defeat after decades on the socialist road.)

Further to Hoxha's credit, he joined Mao in
press releases backing the Cultural Revolution in
China and the theory of continuous revolution. This
brings us to 1976, the death of Mao Zedong. By this
time, Hoxha had already given more than 30 years af
correct leadership to the intermational proletariat,
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Before Mao's death, Hoxha held all the views
nma:ywbaamambermmhlmdw—mmu
feat given the influence and power of revisionism all
around the world. It is only the last years of Hoxha's
life—1976-1985—that MIM quarrels with, and MIM
believes that the mistakes Hoxha made were honest
mistakes for the most part. The lies he made to the
communist parties of the world regarding Mao
Zedong and Hoxha's flip-flops can he interpreted as
the necessities faced by a leader in state power sur-
rounded by social-imperialists and renegades like
Deng Xiaoping. MM understands the difficult gitua-
tion Albania was in after the death of Mao.

MIM does not make essentially nihilist-idealist
criticisme the way anarchists and Trotskyists do. No
revolution perfectly matches ideals. To not support a
ravolution because of this fact is utter political
immaturity characteristic of intellectuals and the
petty-bourgeoisie. In Hoxha's case, howewver, his
line was criticized by the Maoist pole after 1976.
There was someone in real life who had a better line
than Hoxha's, but Hoxha ignored and mistakenly
opposed the correct line espoused by the Maoists.

If no one had developed the theory of continu-
ous revolution under the dictatorship of the
proletariat and no one had told Hoxha that there
was a bourgeoisie in his party, then we would have
to say that Hoxha had a historical record of some-
where batween 90% and 100% correctness. As it
happened though, the Maoists told him he had a
bourgeoisie in his party forming continuously, and
after the death of Mao, Hoxha decided it wasn't trug
and returned to Stalin's theory of class gstruggle.
This major arror is why Hoxha can only rate a T0%
evaluation.

Taday it is clear that Hoxha's own Successol,
Hamiz Alia, himself was the top bourgeois leader in
the PLA. Hence, Mao was right and Hoxha was
wrong. It was not easy to do @ more thorough study
of the Soviet Union than Mao did. With the historical
experience of the Soviet Union and China’s own rich
historical experience, Mao was in a posiuon 1o come
to the correct conclusions regarding how the van-
guard party relates to the means of production and
class struggle undar socialism.

MNotes: Further reforences see MIM Motes 45 ond 52.
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Labor Aristocracy
continued

INFORMING SPARTACIST LEAGUE
OF WHAT MARX AND LENIN
SAID ABOUT BOURGEOISIFIED
WORKERS

by Scarlet Pumpernickel

Regarding the criticism by the Spartacist
League's Workers Vanguard (W.V.) {see MIM Notes
60 or MIM Theory 1), W.V. states that MIM reveals
its "deep, anti-Marxist pessimism about the possi-
bilities for class struggle in the United States,”
because of the MIM's stand on the labor aristocracy
in the United States. There are two points to be con-
gidered in this statement by the W.V. First, what is a
“correct” Marxist position on the labor aristocracy?
Second, what is "class struggle”?

Here are some references on the first point.

1. Lenin cited Marx and Engels on develop-
ments in the British labor movement—"Tactics of
the class struggle of the proletariat,” 1914:

“All this should be compared with numerous
references by Marx and Engels to the example of the
British labor movement,
ghowing how indusgtrial
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a more or less lengthy space of ume before ‘the
British workers will free themselves from their
apparent bourgeois infection;'(5) how the British
labor movement ‘lacks the metile of the
Chartists;"(6) how, 'owing to Britain’s monopoly,
and as long as that monopoly lasts, the British work-
ingman will not budge.'"(7)

2. Lenin also had this to say in “Imperialism
and the Split in Socialism,” 1916;

“These two trends, one might even say two
parties, in the present-day labor movement, which
in 1914-16 so obviously parted ways all over the
world, were traced by Engels and Marx in England
throughout the course of decades, roughly from 1858
to 1892...

“In a letter to Sorge, dated Sept. 21, 1872,
Engels informs him that Hales kicked up a big row
in the Federal Council of the International and
secured a vote of censure on Marx for saying that
‘the English labor leaders had sold themselves...." In
a letter to Kautsky, dated Sept. 12, 1582, Engels
wrate: "You ask me what the English workers think
about colonial policy. Well, exactly the same they
think about politics in general. There i3 no workers'
pany here, there are only Conservatives and Liberal-
Radicals, and the workers gaily share the feast of
England’s monopoly of the world market and
colonies.”

“That these ideas, which were repeated by
Engels over the course of decades, were also
expressed by hum publicly, in the press, is proved by
his preface to the second
edition of The Condition

‘prosperity’ leads to
attempts ‘to buy the pro-
letariat,"(1) to divert
them from the struggle;
how this prosperity in
general 'demoralizes the
workers;'(2) how the
British proletariat
becomes ‘bourgeoisi-
fied'—"thig most
bourgeois of all nations is
apparently aiming ulti-
mately at the possession
of a bourgecis anstocra-
¢y and & bourgeois
proletariat alongside the
bourgeoisie;(3) how its
‘revolutionary energy”
oozes away:(4) how it
will be necessary to wait

Blacks and "Hispanies® as Percantage of
Employed Workers Known to the
Government within U.S. Borders in 1989

of the Working Clasg in
England, 1892. Here he
speaks of an “aristocracy
among the working
class,” of a "privileged
minority of the workers,”
in contradistinction Lo
the ‘great mass of work-
ing people.” "A small
privileged protected
minority’ of working
class alone wag ‘perma-
nently benefitted’ by the
privileged position of
England in 1848-68,
whereas ‘the great bulk
of them experienced at
best but a temporary
improvement...." "With
the breakdown of that

10.20%
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(England's industrial) monopoly, the
English working class will lose that
privileged position...." The members
of the ‘new’ unions, the unions of
the unskilled workers, "had this
immense advantage, that their
minds were virgin 501, entirely free
from the inherited ‘respectable’
bourgeois prejudices which ham-
pered the brains of the better
situated "old unionists.”

“But under the surface the
movement {of the working class in
England) is going on, is embracing
ever wider sections and mostly just
among the hitherto stagnant lowest
strata. The day is no longer far off
when this mass will suddeniy find
itsell, when it will dawn upon it that
it itgelf is the colossal mass in
motion. "

As for the meaning of "class

Amerikans.

1990 Profits: 1. Assume minorities get 67% of whites' pay.
2 Assume minorities are 20% of the workers. 3. Assume

nffhn £293 billion in before-tax profits came from Euro-

of workers outside the U.S. 4. Then none

Profits

struggle,’ references:

Letter from Marx to Joseph
Weydemeyer, March 5, 1852:

“As to mysell, no credit is due to me for discow-
ering the existence of classes m modern society, nor
yel the struggle between them. Long before me
bourgeois historians had descrnibed the historical
development of this struggle of the clagses, and
bourgeois economists the economic anatomy of the
classes. What T did that was new was to prove: 1.
that the existence of classes 15 only bound up with
particular higtorical phases in the development of
production; 2. that the class struggle necessarily
leads to the dictatorship of the proletariat; 3. that
this dictatorshup itsell only constitutes the transition
to the abolition of all clagses and 10 a classless so¢i-
oty....”

Letter from Marx to Friednch Bolte, Nov. 23,
1871:

“The ultimate object of the political movement
of the workang class 15, of course, the congquest of
political power for this class, and this naturally
requires that the organization of the working class,
an organization which arises from its economic
struggles, should previously reach a certain level of
development

“On the other hand, however, every movement
in which the working class as a class confronta the
ruling classes and tnes to constrain them by pres-
gure from without ig a political movement. For
instance, the attempt by strikes, ete. in a particular

factory even in a particular trade to compel individ-
val capitalists to reduce the working day, is a purely
economic movement. On the other hand the move-
ment to foree through an eight-hour, ete., law is a
political movement.”

And in an article for Bernstein, Engels says,
“For a number of years past the English working
class movement has been hopelessly describing a
narrow circle of strikes for higher wages, shorter
hours, not, however as an expedient or means of
propaganda &nd organisation, but a5 the ultimate
aim.... One can speak here of a labor movement only
in g0 far as strikes take place here which, whether
they are won or not, do not get the movement gne
step further."(B)

The W.V. obviously does not know what it is
talking about as far as what a Marxist position is,
and it i3 unlikely that W.V. will ever consider what
the founders of scientific socialism had to say con
cemning the origins of the labor aristocracy.

The problem the W.V. and other opportunists
have with the labor aristocracy 18 this: the majority
of the workers in an advanced capitalist country
receive and have been receiving privileges and ben-
efits paid for from a portion of the superprofits
extracted from laborers in other countries, particu-
larly in the Third World. For years, especially since
World War II, Amerikan workers have beaen living
“high off the hog" and supporting the exploitation of
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thiy Third World. Now that the monopoly capitalists
are in a mad rush to export capital abroad in the
form of "runaway™ shops, national chauvinism is on
the rise, which leads to ... what?

Finally, what "struggles™ of the U.5. workers?
Since 1950, union memberghip has declined from
ahout 30% of the workforce to about 15%. No one in
tho labor “movement” has done or will do anything
to protect the immigrant workers, especially “ille-
gals." We therefore should consider the 1.5, labor
arigtocracy as useless, at best. Lenin said in a pref-
aca to Imperialism: The Highest Stage of Capitalism
that the labor aristocracy will play the role of the
"Verszailles” in & war against the "Communards.”
Thig iz already happening as evidenced by the
increase in physical attacks against non-whites,

Motes:

1. Marx and Engels, Selected Correspondence [Moscow:
1955), wel. 1, p. 134,

2. Ibid., vol. 2, p. 218,

3. Ibid., vel. 2, p. 290,

4. hid., vol. 3, p. 124.

5. lbid,, vol. 3, p. 127.

&. Ibid., vol. 3, p. 305, Also, Engels lo Marx letter,
February 5, 1851; Dacember 17, 1857; Oclober 7,
1858 and April 8, 1843; and twe latter from Marx to
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Engels, April @, 1843, and April 2, 18484,

7. Marx ond Engels, Selecled Correspondence [Moscow:
1965}, vol. 4, p. 433.

8. H.W, Edwards, Labor Arislocrocy: Mass B-oq.a for
Seclol Democracy (1978), p. 186,

MCS adds:

From the gquotes that Scarlet Pumpernickel has
reproduced from Marx, Engels and Lenin, the only
question left on the issve of the historical legacy
behind our position is the precise size of the labor
aristocracy. The Spartacist League ig typical in
believing that it is very small, while MIM believes
that it has grown apace with the extraction of sur-
plus from the expanding ranks of the international
proletanat. The labor aristocracy is still a minority of
workers on @ world scale, but the majority of work-
ers in the First World. Engels’ remark that there is
no labor party at all in England is very telling in this
regard even for his period of time. He did not regard
the problem as a small one at all.

TAKING APART THE LEFT
BUSINESS OBSERVER

Dear MIM:

Assuming there were no profits from abroad, if
minority workers were 20% of US workers and
were paid only 67% of white workers' wages, 1990
h; Huh:n:'?dﬂﬂ?fﬂ could l'l;uw b?nn
created just scriminating against minor
workers ud

Minority income

Concerning the letter by Doug
Henwood (MIM Theory 1, “A White
Proletariat?") of the Left Business
Observer.

1. The author seems to be
saying it is the fault of the people
like MIM and other “leftists” that
the white workers are voting for
Duke. This is a very interesting
twist of reality. Without having the
luxury of being able to take a poll,
we can only assume that the
majority of people who congider
themselves on the “left” share
Doug Henwood's views vig-d-vig
Maoism. Frobably as many as 90%
of these people would agree with
Doug Henwood. Now, these peo-
ple, all have connections going
back 20 or more years, and all have
access to a great deal more
resources than the juveniles in
gquestion. Not only that, but thay
have been hawking their line for a
long, long time. Thess, after all, are




MIM THEORY @ NUMBERS 2 & 3 SUMMER 1992 @ INTRODUCTION

G ENDEBR &

the same people who convinced everyone—or nearly
everyone—uo work for Jesse Jackson four years ago.

If “fault” is to be found for the political back-
wardness of white workers, should it not therefore
be placed at the doorstep of the Doug Henwood's,
the democratic socialists, the social democrats, the
this and the that?

In other words, if Doug Henwood really
belioves that the white workers ¢an be won over to
a “left™ program, then why on earth doesn't Doug
Henwood at. al. put one out for all to see? [Scarlet
Pumpernickel faults MIM for the same thing. MIM is
getting closer to having all the pieces of research
needed. Aflter the next MT issue on the intersection
of clags, nation and gonder and another upward spi-
ral of struggle, we'll see what we can do—MC5.]

This is not a new issue with the "left.® The fact
ig that the “left” has not been able to do anything
for 20 years.

Why? Because, first of all, it is bankrupt. It
doesn't believe in anything. And it is the section
that doesn't do any “research.” As a matter of fact,
the views represented by Doug Henwood go back to
the revisionism of Karl Kautsky. Come on Doug
Henwood, check it out; you sound like a smart per-
BOM.

For Doug Henwood's information, there was a
strong labor aristocracy during the 308, when white
workers might have had real potential. How, then,
can the labor aristocracy disappear under conditions
of an increase overall in the standard of living of the
white workers?

2. Doug Henwood seems to ochject 1o the obser-
vation that more than $10 is a “whopping” wage,
asking the author of such a statement, “What planet
are you on...?" The real question is: What planet is
Doug Henwood cn? Within the confines of the USA
there is a growing section of workers who earn the
minimum wage of $4.35 or less. Many work for $1.00
an hour, To these people, $10 is a small fortune, As
a matter of fact, $10 represents the amount of
money many of these workers would receive por day
in their native country. These workers, are of
course, immigrant workers, especially so-called ille-
gal aliens. Contrary to the opinion of people like
Doug Henwood, this group of workers is not the
“gub-proletariat,” but in fact the real proletariat in
the United States. Ag J. Sakai shows, these workers,
espocially Mexican workers in the Southwest, pre-
dominate in the garment and agricultural
industries—that is, Doug Henwood, these workers
feed and clothe the nation. Periodically you will read
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about the inhuman conditions these workers slave
under—gome of them even imprisoned on cartain
farms, Often, the bosses do not pay them because
the bosses know that these workers cannot com-
plain. Furthermeore, since taxes are taken out of their
paychecks, and since they do not have any political
or “human rights,” you would think that people like
Doug Henwood would be in the forefront in defend-
ing these workers under the slogan: “No taxation
without representationi”

3. Doug Henwood asserts that Maoism i dead.
Can Doug Henwood please explain to those of us
who ain’t 100 bright precisely and exactly what that
mean3? What is Maoism, for example?

a. Maoism to begin with/is the application of
the science of People’s War to defeat a stronger
enemy. Of course, this is not really new. The
Oermans beat the Romans some centuries ago in the
Black Forest with nothing but spears. And of course,
the minutemen beat the redcoats during the
Revolution of 1776. In any case, is thig part of
Maogism dead? In that case, then all the people of
the world should not bother trying to throw off the
chaing of imperialism.

b. Mao Zedong developed the theory of
Marxism-Leninism ¢ a higher level in the works
“0On Practice®™ and “On Contradiction” and “On
Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the
People.” Could Doug Henwood please show us how
this is dead?

¢. Perhaps Mao Zedong's views on eCconomics
are dead. For example, that a poor, backward, semi-
colonial country can throw off its dependence on
foreign capital, and, by relying on the masses,
achieve a sell-reliant economy, free from internal or
external debt, in which inflation cannot arise and in
which the standard of living of the masses can grad-
ually increase. Perhaps these views are dead.

d. What about internationalism, which is par
of Maoism? Within several years after liberation, the
Chinese sent in half a million volunteers to assist
Korea in its war against U.S. imperialism. No one
glge did. How could Mao be so stupid as to think
that such a point of view would have any validity in
today's world?

e. What zbout the struggle against Soviet revi-
gionism, which Mao led? This, of course, must also
be dead. After all, it wasn't Soviet revisionism that
led to the demise of “Communism”—it was all
Stalin’s fault!

Well, the list could go on. Could Doug
Henwood please explain to us “juveniles” what
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after all is dead?

This just in off the wire: "LIMA, Peru (AP)—
The Raucana shantytown is a walled fortress with
guard towers. Its residents are safe and happy, but
the government isn't.

“There ks little guestion the slum was founded
by Shining Path rebels and efforts by the govern-
ment to get rid of it—and when that didn't work, to
win the lovalty of its residenigs—have
failed."(National Employment Digest, 5an Diego,
3114/92)

And the article goes on to explain how the PCP
organized 1,200 families to seize private farmland
and created a shantytown that *hag become one of
the best organized and cleanest slums in Lima." The
residents are divided into sectors, with their own
public kitchens, meeting houses, main sguare and
water well, The people pool money and time to buy
food and cook., There are round the clock patrels so
that thaere is almost no crime. Efforts to evict the
masses have failed.

The “Shining Path,” Doug Henwood, is Maoist,
and it doesn’t look dead to mel)

One last thing: Doug Henwood ends the letter
with “"wake up and think of in 1987, president Duke
is going o throw your ass in jail.” This sounds like
wishful thinking on the one hand. What are you sug-
gesting, Doug Henwood—that we accommodate
ourselves to fascism so as nol to be bothered?
Sounds like it.

Scarlet Pumpernickel

HELPING REALIZE
SURPLUS-VALUE

by MCS
From a multinational corporation’s paint of view,
it may not matter if Third World pans or resources
are assembied or used by workers paid non-exploited
wages in the First World, because the profits from the
Third World aspect of the buginess are so great. Of
course, if a capitalist is buying the Third World parts
at First World prices from anothar multinational to be
assembled by First World workers, then it does mat-
ter, Such firms will go out of business or serve the
role of white collar administration of work with orders
from the other companies seeking help in realizing
surplus value, at the cost of sharing the surplus value
that would otherwise be lost.
The question underlying all this is: Why would
the capitalist pay First World workers non-exploited
wages? One answer is that as the surplus value gets
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spread arcund, Amerikan capital takes the view of
the multinational corporations that consider overall
profits and political realities.

Another reason is that First World laborers are
Jike the managers and sales people of Mam's day.
Amerikans are the white collar workers of imperial-
ist world headguarters. These workers help the
imperialists realize their surplus value. The fact that
thay help realize the surplus value does not mean
they are the source of that surplus value.

J. Sakai summarized this trend very well:

“The historic trend has been to sharply dilute
the role of productive workers even in vital indus-
tries. In food products, for example, the percentage
of total employment that is non-production (manage-
rial, supervisory, technigal and clerical) rose from
13% in 1933 o 32% in 1970. A similar development
took place in the chemical industry, where non-pro-
duction employees rose from 16% of all employees
in 1933 to 37% in 1970. In manufacturing industries
as a whole the percentage of non-production
employees went up from 18% to 30% in 1950-1980.

“When we look at the overall distribution of
employed Euro-Amerikans, we see that in 1880
white-collar workers, professionals and managers
were B4%—a majority—and service employees an
additiona! 12%. Only 13.5% were ordinary produc-
tion and transportation workers."(1)

Sakai's figure on over hall of white workers
being white collar is very important, not just to
refute Trotskyist mytheology of the manufacturing
worker as dominant. When over half of the
waged/salaried work force is white collar that exens
a pull on the smaller sector of white workers in man-
ufacturing—the sector people think surplus value
comes from. To keep white workers in manufactur-
ing, capitalists must pay salaries that compare
favorably with salaries in other jobs, jobs that pre-
dominantly help the capitalists realize surplus value.

Capitalists hire non-exploited workers for polit-
ical reasons (in the sense of concentrated
economics) which take their form in the fact that
labor power 15 not unified in one international mar-
ket. Reality is military/political separation of vanous
markets for labor power and a white administration
of production. The Amenkan labor force is an eco-
nomic and military army of tens of millions, helping
the imperialists realize surplus valoe.

Metes:
1. ). Sakai, Settlers: The Mythology of the White
Proletariat, 1983, p. 138.
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Letters

[t s = g S e e T e AR A ER
SAGINAW MARXISTS

The following is an axcerpt from a letter to
MIM. The rest will appear in future issues on the
collapse of the Soviet bloc and the supposed failure
of communism. For now, this excerpt touches on
issues raised in MIM Theory 1, A White
FProlatariat?”

Dear MIM:

Mext point — the working class in America.

Although, a5 you point out, the American work-
ing class ig not revolutionary at this time, you fail to
recognize the revolutionary potential of the
American organized proletariat. Ag a result, you dis-
miss the entire American working class as a
"non-revolutionary worker-glite.” However, the
opposite is true.

This type of action toward the American prole-
tariat, and unions in particular, leads to
gectarianigm. You can't get the American workers Lo
acocept your program, so you dismiss and ignore
tham. This is a fundamental weakness in your poo-
gram. Your sectarianism could lead to political
isolation and disintegration. And that is & blow to
every socialist political movemant, when comrades
(of any stripa) become demoralized because of isola-
tion,

Sectarianism can also lead to bureaucratic cen-
tralism, which destroys internal party democracy, as
well as contradicting democratic centralism: free-
dom of discussion and unity in action.

And this sectarlanism translates into a contra-
dictory “Third World proletariat™ milien. The
proletariat in the “"developing” neo- and semi-
colonies of the world is historically linked to the
proletariat of “advanced” capitalist and imperialist
countries, Both the “First World® and “Third World®
proletarians are capable of camying out social reve-
lutions. They need each other, such is the root of the
call for world revolution, not “sccialism in a single
country,” the brainchild of Stalin.

The proletariat in backward and developing
countries ean only achieve those basic democratic
tagks, common to Europe and North America,
throngh a socialist reveolution. However, the
Stalinists and other reformists are incapable of car-
rying out these demands. A division of the working
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class, either by race or by political borders, results
in a loss for all of the working class.
—Saginaw Bay Manxist Study Group
(supporters of the Trotskyist 4th International)
March 29, 1952

MCS replies:

Apparently, the wrters have not had a chance
to read MT 1 “A White Proletariat?” Peopla who
have ceen this magazine know that MIM has already
addressed the lundamental issues raised above.

MIM is aware that once the Communist Party
(UISA) gave in to Khruschev revisionism in the 1950s,
the struggle against Trotskyism was politically dis-
armed. To make up for those errors perpetrated
principally on the youth, MIM makes a point of
addressing individual Trotskyist polemics. Other
Trotskyists are welcome on these pages in future
iggues, especially to address MT 1 and Kostas
Mavrakis's book On Trotskyism. It is in this way of
confronting Trotskyists that MIM has recruited some
ex-Trotskvists. We won't promise our readers any-
thing though, because MIM rarely finds Trotskyists
who care enough about what they are doing to take
the trouble to read some things from the side they
have been condemning for decades (along with the
anti-communist media). Trotskyists also generally
share a penchant for sloganeering and cheerleading,
which is another reason why we won't be surprised
if they can't say anything about the substantial
work written on the subjects. If the writers are an
exception to the rule, we apologize in advance.

The writers are very typical of the kind of
Trotskyist mistakes that Kostas Mavrakis so thor-
oughly refuted. In particular, one will notice that the
argument makes criticisms without reference to any
concrete evidence. The idealist Trotskyist method
goes something like this: can you imagine 100%
communist success? If Mao, Stalin or other commu-
nists have not accomplished the final communist
victory it must be on account of their errors.
Trotskyist reasoning iz a lot like religious reasoning
concerning the Ten Commandments. Reality is criti-
cized by how it stacks up against a preset list of
dogmas (ideas), instead of how it stacks up against
other realities.

The Trotskyists say “You can't get the
American workers (10 accept your program, so you
digmiss and ignore them.” In a way that is troe. It is
impossible to win an entire bourgeoisified class to
our program and we don't expect to. If we did, we'd
sound like Bill Clinton and the Trotskyists, who both
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pitch to the same crowd with the same basic
demands of expanding white worker privilege at the
expenge of Third World workers.

The Trotskyist words sound critical but they
ghow no understanding of reality in history. It was
the Stalinists of the U.S. Communist Party of the
19308 that had over 100,000 members and organized
the CIO. It was the Stalinists that erganized the best
unions of this century. It is the Trotskyists who now
fawn on the sad remnants of those unions.

The Trotskyists were a sideshow in the 1930s
then as they were again in the next major upsurga
in the 1960s, which was led by Maocists like the
Black Panther Party, 5DS and the revolutionary femi-
nist Redstockings. Hence, the communists in the
tradition of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao already
have the demonstrated capacity to organize
oppressed workers. The reason is simple: the
Marxist-Leninists in the traditions of Stalin and Mao
analyze things scientifically and come up with Lhe
right strategies and tactics instead of forever con-
demning reality for not measuring up to ideals.

The writers add to their backward reasoning
by saying that MIM's alleged political isolation is
proof that the white working class is exploited!
What 3 way to throw class analysis out the window!
It's just like Democratic Sociglists of America rea-
soning. You don't have 50% of the voters? Then you
better go back and modify your analysis of who is
oppreseed. Include those white middle-class
demands in your program, say these kinds of oppor-
tunists. The only difference is that the DSA or Jesse
Jackson opportunists would not claim to be Marxist
and would probahly be honest enough to ¢all the
people concerned middle ¢lass when most
Trotskyists would pretend Bubba Duke-voler is an
exploited worker. Probably South Africa's DeKlerk
would agree: You don‘t have the majority of white
voters on your side in the whites-only referendum?
Better modify the referendum wording o rigk isola-
tion from the apartheid.

People working in MIM know that MIM has
never been isolated from the oppressed in this coun-
try from its birth and circulation as a xerox leaflet in
prisons. In addition, if the Saginaw Bay group 18
new and not a Spartacist League front, then it 15
also “izolated,” even more than Trotekyism has
been historically from all Third World revolutions.
Does that mean new revoluticnary groups should
not form, because they start new and small? By that
reasoning, Mao's party—started with about 20 peo-
ple—never would have gotten off the ground. That
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kind of liquidaticnist® reasoning, as Lenin called it,
i5 also a great excuse 1o give up revolutionary paoli-
tice. People who share that kind of reasoning will
join the Democratic Party, the Greens or anything
else big that is in their faces.

As for division within the working class, that is
not the doing of MIM, because that was accom-
plished by the white workers well before MIM ever
existed. MIM reminds the writars that it is the white
nation voters who voted in majorities for David
Duke. It is also the white workers who continuously
glam the workers from Japan and Mexico. When the
Amerikan workers do rise out of economism, they do
go to pass laws against imports or immigration.
That's their kind of class struggle. Reality 15 that
white workers in this country protect their material
interests againgt Third World workers all the tme
and they have succeeded in appropriating surplus
labor from the Third World as a result.

What would the writers say about apartheid? if
the good jobs are reserved for whites, would the
revolutionaries there be wrong to deny that white
workers have a material interest in revolution?
Would the writers then accuse the revelutionaries of
being isolated from white workers? MIM says hog-
wash. In Azania as in the rest of the world, the
Third World proletariat will crush imperialism. No,
the First World and Third World proletarians do not
“need each other.” It is only the First World workers
that need Third World workers in order to continue
to lead their parasitic Firat World life.

Finally, it is a sad joke that today in 1992, the
Trotskyists, as they did more than 50 years ago, arg
still talking about the “socialism in a single country”™
problem. Will they ever get congrete? Stalinists and
their descendants the Maoists are the ones who
who have led revolutions in several countries and
the Trotskyists have only had an assist (as basket-
ball players would say) in one sevolution. One man
in one country for one brief period does not a revolu-
tionary movement make.

LETTERS TO MIM THEORY

Dear MIM:

1 look forward to receiving the rest of what
you've written on the RCP. [ must tell you forthright-
ly that, altheugh I agree in part with a few of the
criticisms that you raise of the RCP, on the whole |
think you're on the wrong track. Many of the charac-
terizations in the “Third Draft" are simply
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inaccurate, and, on areas where you are somewhat
on target, the RCP has often already carned out self-
criticism.

As for the criticisms the RCP has raised of
Stalin and Mao (and even of Lenin and Marx), I think
that they are doing exactly what needs to be done—
engaging in critical debate. Again, on this point also
many of your characterizations are not accurate,

When Bob Avakian says that Maocism without
Leninism 18 nationalism plus bourgeois democracy,
he is not speaking of Mao so much as he is speaking
of much Maoism that did not integrate itself very
wiell with Marxism-Leninism. As you undoubtedly
know, much of the Macist movement of the 605 was
very much oriented toward radical bourgeois democ-
racy (and anarchism), mainly because of its social
roots in the student and oppressed nationalities
movements.

Evervone has to start somewhere, of course,
and the energy and spirit of those movements
remains an inspiration, but [ believe that what
Avakian was trying to do was 1o sum up that experi-
ence in a broader historical framework.
Furthermore, it's not ¢lear that what he i doing is
at this point "laying down the law"” on how we
should understand all these things, as he is raising
gome provocative theses.toward the creative devel-
opment and application of historical materialism.

Your quoting of Bob Avakian 1o the effect that
the Gang of Four were "perhaps not as good as
Stalin,” shows the main problems of your general
approach, namely that you seem unable to under-
stand irony and sarcasm. Clearly, what Avakian
meant was that, sure, the Chinese revolutionaries
could have used Stalin's methods to eliminate Deng
and crew, but this would not have politically armed
the masses. Indeed, it's clear from your Stalin study
pack that you haven't understood this point—and
that's what Mao's all about as far as I'm concerned:
answaering the question, how do the masses become
the conscious makers of history?

One does not have to disavow Stalin entirely to
understand that he really did, over time and in diffi-
cult conditions of course, politically disarm the
masses. | have just finished reading the new biogra-
phy of Stalin by Dmitri Volkogonov. Before you get
up in arms saying that the author is thoroughly
bourgeois in outlook, please rest assured that I
know this and that I am able to read between the
lines. However, my point is that, as one reads more
and more about various things what Stalin undoubt-
edly did, one has to ask the guestion, what the hell
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does this have to with building socialism and
encouraging the transition to world communism?
We're never going Lo get anywhere until we learn 1o
gsuch questions. By the way, [ also don't see the
charge of “Trotskyism” as very helpful. On the other
hand, you may find the Volkogonov bio interesting
on this score, because it really does show how per-
sonally ambitious and conceited Troisky was, how
much of his enmity for Stalin had to do with the fact
that he (Trotsky) could not grasp why such a “medi-
gerity” (Stalin) had a more advanced position in the
party than the true genius of the revolution.

I should add, too, that pointing to some of the
New Left origing of the RCP does not turn me off. 1
came to Mao through Sartre, and I still think we
have plenty to learn from hig Critigue of Dialectical
Reason, as well as from the works of Marcuse and
other "philosophers of the New Left.” I believe in a
historical materialism that learns from many sources
and struggles—indeed, 1 believe that this is what
historical materialism fundamentally is.

Well, I'll cut this off for now, because it will be
a little while before I can really develop some com-
ments on your positions. However, | must say, again
forthrightly, that it was irresponsible for you to
write such tings as "it still must be stressed that the
RCP is not the main enemy." I'm glad that, in your
view, the RCP is "getting better.” Frankly, [ think
that they are somewhat further away from left
economism than you are. I like some aspects of MIM
Notes, especially the letter and replies, but [ think
there's some delusions of grandeur at work even in
your adoption of the MC# tags. The pomnt of a reve-
lutionary newspaper is to expose the bourgeoisie
and other elements of reactionary society in a way
that allows the masses 1o take up these issues as
their own and to get prepared to radically change
gociety. In their emphasis on the Revolutionary
Worker as the main weapon, I think the HCP ig
doing an excellent job in this tagk.

None of this means that you shouldn't develop
Maoiem as you see fit, but it is scary to me that you
would even think that it needs 1o “be stressed that
the RCP is not the main enemy." Flease think again.

—A Midwest correspondent

MCS replies:

This is definitely a theoretical debate that
needs Lo be addressed within the pages of MIM
Theory. It's a difficult letter to reply to because
there are really three main actors involved—MIM,
the RCP and the Midwest correspondent. We are
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happy to have this kind of discession, because we
find that those who continuously struggle and study
are the people likely to choose MIM over organiza-
tions offering comfort, stability and a definite place
in a structure that politically disarms the member.

It's very tempting to respond to this letter ag if
it were from the HCF, but it is not and in fact con-
tains some distortions of the RCP's positions. Any
RCP spokesperson who would like some space to
address MIM Theory readers on gny questions is
welcome to do 50 on these pages in future issues,

Some of the things MIM has already written
about the Black FPanther Party (BFF), the student
movement and the white working class—and MIM's
differences with the RCP—are especially relevant to
addressing the Midwest correspondent. In passing
references to “social roots in the student and
oppressed nationalities movements" our critic
leaves out the tacit reference point—the white work-
ing class. The question of the white working class is
something that the critic does not address at all, but
it 1z implicit that s/he feels the failings of some
movements were its failure to address the white
working class.

On the subject of Maoism “without Marxism-
Leninism,” the critic incorrectly distorts the context
of the RCP's statement. It was not a historical sum-
mation of communist movement history in the West.
The context was a theoretical discussion knocking
down Stalin and Mao on @ number of points.

In any case, assuming that the critic's charac-
terization of the RCP line were correct, there are and
have been a lot of anarchists since the 1960s who
flirt with Mao. That is no excuse for calling Maoism
virtual anarchism, bourgeois nationalism or anything
alge without Marxism-Leninism, anymore than it is
an excuse for calling Marxism revisionism because
50 many trends claim his mantle, In fact, there are
far more varieties of revigsionism and incorrect
trends influenced by Marxzism-Leninism claiming the
banner of Marx and Lenin than there are claiming
Mao. Our readers can ask MIM for a summary on the
types of groups in the United States that claim to be
Marxist-Leninist. When people become informed of
the history of splits in the communist movement, it
will be clear that the eritic's claimg have no basgig in
fact.

It is more historically accurate to say that
Marxism-Leninism without Maoism is bourgeois
democracy, because without the developments that
Mao pioneered, there is no way to fight capitalist
restoration. The results in Albania show that the
result is bourgeois democracy! The fact that our ¢rit-
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i¢ upholds Mao against Stalin but then goes on to
trash Maoism with Mandsm-Leninigm seems 1o indi-
cate that the critic is more interested in criticism for
itz own sake than consistency, something idealist
critics are liable 1o do. (One way out of conciuding
that the critic is inconsistent is to assume that the
critic is a Trotskyist. Trotskyists would have less
bad to say about Mao than Stalin, but they would
algo use Marx and Lenin to criticize Mao.)

We can only assure the critic that our members
hawe the full right to participation within the party.
That includes the right of criticism and voting on
proposed criticisms. There is no need to believe any
anti-communist propaganda about communists as
monolithic and unthinking people; hence there is no
need o assume that communists are likely to shut
down their critical facuities. Quite the contrary, peo-
ple ingide parties are more likely to face continuous
proletarian challenge and struggle than people out-
gside parties. The party's requirement of
centralism—that there is cne ling put into practice—
itgelf iz a guarantes of struggle, as people are not
likely to want to see the wheole group take the
wrong line.

As for the BPP, MIM believes that before they
were smashed by the state the Panthers were more
Maoist than the RCP, especially from a dialectical
materialist perspective, That is to say we don't
accept the historical charge of bourgeois nationalism
against the Panthers coming from people who do not
have the political economy of the white working
class down right,

Since the RCP, USA's public self-criticism on
the matter of downplaying Mao's contributions,
made in the RIM journal, MIM doubts very much
that the RCP Central Committee would defend itself
the way our critic defends the RCP. In addition, we
can't expect our critic to realize that MIM had been
making the same criticism of the RCP for years
before the RCP made itg self-criticism in recognition
of Comrade Gonzalo's correct line supportin
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, principally Maoism. The
critic should have gathered some of that conflict in
MIM's differences with the RCP over its interpreta-
tion of Leninism.

On the point of MIM's conflicts with the RCP
heyond thecretical practice, the critic also makes
indignant claims without knowing anything about
the history of conflict between the two groups. The
critic could not be aware that some MIM supponiiers
were citing Engels on the need to spend more time
polemicizing than fighting the bourgeocisie. They
algo cited Stalin on "mercilessly delivering blows™
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against other trends claiming the same banner of
gocialism. Wi hope our readers will understand that
few people besides MIM and the RCP paople in
question are in a position to know what was comrect
to say along those lines, because MIM is not about
1o go into detail on these questions for casual read-
ers like our critic, especially since it is not clear who
we have more unity with, the critic or the RCP.

Our Third Draft of criticism of the RCP explicit-
Iy says that it is an attempt to deal with broader
questions of line. It is not a summation of the con-
flicts between our organizations in practice, which
is a sensitive topic, 5o MIM finds the critic guilty of
not investigating, maybe even meddling.

The critic may also be surprised to learn that
MIM reads bourgeocis biographies of Stalin, a forth-
coming review of which will be in a future issue af
MT. Perhaps if s/he had read the Stalin Pack more
carefully s/he would have noticed. However, no
amount of reading history can remedy a fundamen-
tally idealist approach to reading history. Bourgeois
historians have been doing it for centuries and show
no sign of relenting.

MIM also reads Sartre and in fact distnbutes
gome Sartre. We believe that at least as of the 1950z,
Sartre’s grasp of materialjsm was better than the
critic's. Sartre clearly demarcated against
Trotskyism, especially in its idealist historical
method of criticizing the genuing revolutionansas.

It is especially ironic that the critic finds it
appropriate to criticize Maoism as anarchism, bour-
geois nationalism and bourgeois democracy, criticize
Stalin and then say, 1 also don't see raising the
charge of ‘Trotskyism' as very helpful.” Perhaps thig
sentence. which echoes Avakian, is an admission
that the critic doesn't know what Trotskyism is?
Well maybe if supposed Maoisls were clearer on
things like the differences between Trotskyism and
Maocism, they wouldn't be guilty of importing s0
much anarchism and bourgeois democracy into their
supposed Maoism, so once again the critic contra-
dicts him/herself. For its part, MIM educates all its
recruits on the different supposedly communist
trends out there and includes a brief summary
describing them in the bound volume of its own
publication MIM Notes. Unlike the RCP, MIM would
not make a member out of a recruit who could just
as well be a Trotskyist,

Anyone who knows the history of the commu-
nist movement in the Western countries knows that
Trotskyism and anarchism play a bigger role in the
imperialist countries than they do in the oppressed
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countries. The failed Spanish revolution, the near-
revolution in France of 1968 and the problems that
the critic alludes to in the United States in the 19608
are all clues. Rather than compromising with these
trends on issues of principle with the hope of win-
ning them over, MIM finds it necessary to criticize
them.

We have no disagreement that the RCF should
“be engaging in critical debate” over Stalin and
Mao. If MIM thought that was what the RCF was
doing, it would call for unification with the RCP. It is
the RCP's stand on the Gang of Four, Jiang Qing in
particular, its criticism of Stalin and Avakian's state-
ment against charging people with Trotskyism as i
it didn't make a difference, its idealist positioning of
the principal contradiction in relation to the anarchy
of production, its refusal by at least some spokes-
people of the 1980s to call the RCP “Maoist,” its
attacks on the BPP as bourgeois nationalists, its
stands on the united front, stages in revolution and
the white working class and its half-way self-criti-
cized stand on smashing busing that make MIM
guspicious that what is going on with the RCP is not
dialectical materialist criticism but simple nihilist-
idealist criticism.

Well that's the low-down-and-dirty one para-
graph summation of a huge set of issues, but it
should point toward what the real issues are here.
From the vague generalities about criticiam written
trymeclmc.muwmnmamawdnmuchnm&in
thig response.

Perhaps the eritic could clarify the following
paints for future MT issues. How is MIM “left-econo-
mist™? MIM sees no value to Amerikan working
class economic struggles whatsoever except that
they bind the white working class more tightly to
the imperialists. There is no crganization with a
clearer stance on this question, even if the critic
does not like it. We expect no gains from white
working-class economic struggle and we don't even
think a revolutionary struggle of the white woiking
clags is necessary for imperialism Lo dig, because
the source of revolution is rooted in the oppressed
naticnalities, something MIM again agrees with
Comrade Gonzalo on in terms of the international
situation, including the principal contradiction.
Meanwhile, the RGP program is filled with refer-
ences to the economic conditions of the white
working class. The RCP makes all kinds of noise
about breaking with economism, but it will never
break with the worst kind of economism—imperial-
ist-chauvinist-economism—unless it does a correct
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analysis of the white working class along the lines
offered in the previous MIM Theory.

Finally, we see you are against our numbered
pseudonyms, but what are you for? Flease address
how our delusions of grandeur compare with the
RCP's personality cult? Is it that you are for anony-
mous leadership entirely? If 5o, how would that jive
with according a role to vanguard leadership and
holding that leadership accountable to the proletari-
at? MIM would rather have a personality cult than
anecnymous leadership that amounted to total liqui-
dation of the vanguard party's role, 0 it remains Lo
be seen if MIM agrees more with the critic or the
RCP on this point.

Overall though, assuming the ¢ritic considers
him/hersell a Maoist, the most important point to
make in response to our critic ig that, especially in
impearialist countnes where budding international
communist movements have originated with stu-
dent and intellectual social roots, we must
distinguish between historical materialist cnticism
on the one hand and nihulist-idealist criticism on the
other. This basic point of approach will separate
Maoigm from Trowskyism and anarchism. Qur critic
should send us a buck for an excerpt from Sartre on
the point.

PRISONERS TAKE UP THEORY
QUESTIONS IN THEIR LETTERS

MIM has discovered that within U.5. borders,
prisoners are consistently the group most likely to
study political views and undertake revolutionary
struggle. That does not mean that prisoners are all
ready to take up armed struggle for communism
tomorrow, but person for parson, the prisoners are
the most responsive of all social groups to the idea
of revolution.

MC11 undertook to learn from and struggle
with the prisoners regarding MIM Theory #1 and
some of the issues involved in MIM Theory #2.

The first issue we covered was what the
chances are that white people will rise up with the
same determination as Third World people to over-
throw imperialism, When asked the same gquestion,
the prisoners are, as expected, pretty unequivocal:

“Noneg!”

“Not likely that collectively white people will
fight imperialism because it is set to insere that
they will be taken care of "

“Impossible! Why? Becavse white people from
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a historical perspective have always sought to
exploit and dominate Third World countries. And to
rise up against this type of aggression 18 not in the
interest of the capitalistfimperialist.”

One prisaner's response to MIM Theory #1 fol-
lows:
“Enclosed are ten 20-cent stamps for the 'MIM
Theory.” I'd send more but I'm always short of
stamps due to my vanous projects. I liked it in that it
addresses the question of working-class struggle in
the U.5. I was very impressed with J. Sakai's book
and I see you are too. I think that capitalism is in a
period of economic transition as it downsizes in
workers employed, increases exploitation {i.e. pro-
ductivity) and is more mobile than ever in its
transfer of jobs, and the physical means of produc-
tion to whatever country has the cheapest labor. [
am also interested in more analysis on the current
nature of imperalism. In any case, please send me
future issues of MIM Theory.”

Here is one response to the question on
whether women's groups which offer “rape counsel-
ing"” spread fear about crime. A few answered
simply yes. No one said no.

“¥es, especially utilizing stereotypes and
such—although I have no direct experience, ong
would only need te check out a few “wimmin® cen-
ters reading materials.”

And in response to why white women and the
court system disproportionately convict Black men
for rape:

“That is just another reason (o discredit us
brothers and to lock us up or even kill us. It also sup-
ports the illusion that black men crave white
women,"”

“The white woman and the court system dig-
proportionately convict Black men for rape to further
humiliate, degrade, belittle, stereotype and destroy
the Black men and Black people period. Be it true or
falze.”

MIM also asked prisoners whether they
thought social workers and psychuatnsts are effec-
tive. Many simply said "not at all,” or “no way." The
response so far unequivocally supports MIM's belief
that psychuatry and social work, which are suppos-
edly used 1o “liberate” people's minds and help
them deal with their problems, are in fact tools of
oppression wielded either to force people to
“adjust™ to the horrors of capitalism, or to shoot
them full of drugs in the hope that their sense of
outrage will disappear. This is part of our ongoing
nvestigation into the effect of social work and psy-
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chiatry on different groups of people. MIM invites
people to contribute accounts of personal experi-
ences or general opinions of social work and
peychiatry to help expand our analysis. The follow-
ing are two responses {rom prisoners.

“The white woman and the court
system disproportionately
convict Black men for rape to
further humiliate, degrade,
belittle, stereotype and destroy
the Black men and Black people
period. Be it true or false.”

“Psychiatrists are funny to me. No white psy-
chiatrist can probe into the mind of a Black man or
woman or child. I feel that white psychiatrists
should try and analyze their own crazed minds,
Social workers are home wreckers. They elevate
themselves by breaking up homes of a so-called
minority."—MA 141

“You are looking for something to write about
inside these prison walls about the social workers
and committee of psychiatrists. | do net know if you
are aware of me being in fock-up for the past three
years, most of it in MCU (Maximum Care Unit)
because of my so-called attitude toward the prison
rules along with this so-called ‘info” indicting me for
acts around this prison.

"I sometimes suffer from very bad asthma, so 1
have to come in contact with these so-called ‘peo-
ple.’ I have suffered from this since I was born. [
was given a very high dose of stero, that was caus-
ing many unconsciousness mind problems. I wrote
these people a letter to look into my complaints. The
medication put some in an psychopath emotional
disorder to think. Some of my true comrades saw
this was not me, so they all came together to stop
me from dealing with these doctor killers, and not to
talk about how they send me out of their deaf hospi-
tal rogms with the HIV patients, not that anything is
wrong with them, just the point they know that this
drug do to someone the same as in South Dakota's
genocide to destroy the revolutionaries inside the
prison walls,

“I've told these people at my last hearing about
this matter to see if they are gonna let me out of
MCU, but they did nothing but gesture towards me.
I very much understand my struggle, s0 my com-
rade, please forgive my spelling and try to
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understand my points.... Stay strong.*—MA142

CORRECTIONS:

MT 1 had the lollowlng errors.

Page 13: MIM does not regard south Korea as a
country, but rather a region of Korea under an ille-
gitimate government installed by U.S. impertialism.

Page 13: “Also, manufacturing wages may
catch up with the West while overall income may
decrease.” MIM meant that the manufacturing
wages of Third World countries might catch up with
U.5. manufacturing wages. However, other wages in
the Third World country could decline. Also, while
Third World wages may grow to be a bigger fraction
of U.5. wages, that can happen while the total
wages and income gap between the Third World
and the United States expands.

Page 14: “Luckily for the bulk of the world's
population, China, India, Indonesia and Bangladesh
all saw tiny improvements in per capita income
between 1980 and 1988, though in some cases they
also had widening income gaps. Despite thase
improvements, these countries were still falling
behind the superexploiter countries, which got rich-
er even faster.” MIM meant to say that China for
example saw increasing internal inequality, a higger
gap between itself and the superexploiter countries
and an increase in its per capita income,
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The road to women's
liberation: idealism vs.
materialism

by MCS
April 7, 1992

Feminists looking at the gains for women in
the countries that had revolutions in the tradition of
Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao divide into two camps.
One camp of feministe is unfavorable to the
communist-led revolutions. On the surface, the
reason they give is that women in those countries
did not achieve complete equality.

Another camp of feminists is very favorable 1o
the genuine socialist revolutions. These people
focus on the gains women made in the revaolutions,

Underlying the difference in views is usually
one simple difference in approach—idealism vs,
materialism. The idealists say social change is a
simple matter of having the right ideology, religion
or attitudes. When comparitg reality to the perfect
ideals, you know where you stand. By this
approach, the revolutions in Russia, China, Albania
and s0 on look bad.

The materialist approach stresses that the
gtatus of women is a real world phenomenon and
what matters is what happens in the real world, not
what feminists think in their heads. The materialist
feminist not only has a goal of equality for wamen,
but s/he also cares about finding the most effective
path to get there.

Idealist ferninigts from the West usually show a
patriotic bias in evaluating feminist movements in
other countries. That means they wish the feminists
in revolutionary countries would use methods like
the ones they use in their own countries. Typically,
the idealists believe that the feminist aspect of the
communist revalution in China did not deal enough
with psychology, lesbianism, free love or whatever
it is that the idealist Western feminist focuses on
his/her own country.

In order to have it their way, the idealist
feminists usually ignore history and cultural
differences. Hence, the task of the materialist
feminist s to ghow the silences in idealist feminist
history. When those silences are made explicit, it
becomes clear that idealist feminism should be
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renamed pseudo-faminism, a prop of the patriarchy.

In the 19205, Bolshevik leader V. 1. Lenin
cpposed "feminism,” while supporting women's
liberation.(1) He did not live long enough to see that
the revolutionary legacy he left did more for
women's liberation than any other movement. To
this day, some people calling thamselves Marxist-
Leninists say that they oppose *leminism.” They
don't realize that after 75 years of history the verdict
ig in on materialist feminism vs. idealist feminism:
idealist feminism hag beon as useless as Trotskyism
in bringing progress, because of the same basic
failed approach.

It s true that no society in modern history has
equality for women. Hence, communists like Lenin
and Jiang Qing knew that women still had a long
way to go in their revolutions. However, the
communists cannot let the pseudo-feminists get
away with claiming the banner of feminism. The
revolutionaries of this century have earned that
banner while the idealists have simply dragged it
through the mud.

We proceed by pointing to the positive
accomplishments of women as revolutionaries
especially in China and Albania. Then we show the
negative accomplishments of the pseudo-feminist
movements that tried to do without the theories,
strategies and tactics of Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao.

The materialist feminist not
only has o goal of equality
for women, but 5/he also
cares about finding the most
effective path to get there.

Whether it be the anarchist feminist movement
in Shanghai of the 1920s, the "sexual politics®
forerunners in China, the “take back the night
movement™ in the contemporary United States, the
spread of anti-battering women's centers, the
application of psychology to women's issues in the
First World or work through the channels on
battering and sexual harassment, pseudo-feminism
hag been a horrific dead-end for women, It's time to
sum up that history and get on 10 the road of Maogist
revolution, the most effective way forward for
WOMmER.

Motes: ¥.1, Lenin, The Woman Gueshion, Mew York:
Imernotional Publishers, 1951.
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International Comparisons

NATIONAL WOMEN’S POLITICAL
CAUCUS (NWPC)
ADVERTISEMENT

1275 K Street M.W. Suite 750
Washington, DC 20005
New York Times 10/25/91, p. AS

Reviewed by MCS
Oct. 31,1991
“What if 14 women, instead of 14 men, had sat n
the Senate Judiciary Committee during the
confirmation hearings of Clarence Thomas?®

“#s long as men make up 98% of the .S, Senate
and 93% of the U.5. House of Representatives,
women's voicaes can ba ignored, their experiences
and concermns trivialized. ®

—encorpts from the NWPC advertisement

What if groups like NWPC did not waste their
time lobbying an imperialist Senate of 88% men
expecting a feminist victory? ;

The truth is NWPC's conceirns were not
ignored in the Thomas confirmation hearings. They
were gired on national television for days. Rarely
does any real struggle of the oppressed get such
attention.

NWPC's lobbying attempts fail because they
are designed to fail. The goals are vaguely
conceived and the strategy is absolutely no good.

What il groups like NWPC worked for Maoist
revolution instead? In one
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States. (Remember that the United States’
population is one quarter the size of China's.)

Since the United States would not start in as
had a position ag China did before its revolution, it
is likely a Maoist revolution in the United States
would bring even more than 22.6% women (o Lop
leadership posts. Yet with the failure of generations
of the NWPC type strategy in the United States, the
United States of 1991 is still way behind the China
of 1974, as evidenced by the ligures on Congress the
NWPC provides.

In 1949, the infant mortality rate in Shanghi
was 150 deaths per 1000 births. In 1972 it was down
to 12.6, lower than the infant mortality rate of 18.1
for whites in New York City in 1972.{2) Those
concerned with women's well-being understand
that this is a statement on the health of women in
the two countries; these ligures stand despite the
fact that the United States is several times wealthier
than China.

China under Mao also abolished the use of
wamen's bodies in advertising, not to mention nude
pornography. All this and much more was
accomplished in 25 years.

When capitalism came back to China it came
back after defeating the effort of 8 communist
waoman, Jiang Qing, to take the top leadership role
in China. It has meant the return of pornography,
sexist ads, prostitution, cosmetics, skyrocketing
rape rates, and a decline in rural health care
coverage and the percentage of women in
government. This is all the more reason that MIM
mourns the arrest of Jiang Qing in 1976 by
capitalist-roaders. At the same time, MIM resolves
to learn and teach the lessons of history and
continue the struggle Jiang Qing led for women's

generation in China
(1949-1874—before
capitalism was restored)
the country developed
from a society that
allowed buying and

REFEREMNCE TABLE:

gelling of women as Year Congress
glaves to a gociety with 1954 first
22.6% women in its 1959 gecond
highest government body 1964 third

of 2885 members(1)—the 1975 fourth

rough equivalent of the
top 700 Congressional, 1978 fifth
military and business 1983 gixth
leaders in the United

Advances for women under Mao and retreats after Mao's death; figures
on the percentage of women in China's highest government body, the
National People's Congress (Beijing Review, March 7-13, 1948, p.25)

% of women deputies

119 5

123 6.3

17.8 17.4

226 25.1 (Mao dies
1976;JiangQing arrested)

21.2 el

21.2 g

%, of women slanding commitiee
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equality.

Maoles:

1. William T, Liv ed., China Secial Satistics, 1986,

2, Ching: Scisnce Walks on Two Legs, Science for the
Poopla, [Mew York: Discus Books, 1974) and Serve the
Peoplas, Yiclor and Ruth Sidel, Mocy Foundation, 1973,
Also see the chopler an women in “The Palitical
Economy of Counterrevolution in Chino: 19761988~
avalloble for $15 from MIM.

ALBANIA AND WOMEN
by MCS
March 31, 1991

With the results of Albania's second round of
voting on March 29, 1992, the Socialist Party lost
control of the government.(1) Previously called the
Communist Party or the Party of Labour of Albania
(FLA), the Socialists had controlled Albania from
1944 to 1092,

With the death of Mao Zedong and capitalist
restoration in China in 1976, Albania's communist
leaders took to the capitalist-road themselves,
despite their avowed denials. Ironically, they tock to
criticizing Mao for saying thdt when a communist
party is in state power, it forms a bourgeoisie in
itself that must be struggled against.

Today, it is painfully clear that Albania’s PLA
did contain a bourgeoisie, one that allowed the
ultimate in pro-Western capitalist restoration,
crowned in March, 1992, Mao was right about
communist parties, while Trotskyists, Hoxhaites and
others who refused to admit that the bourgeoisie
WOrms its way into communist parties in power are
now proven as wrong as can be. Whether it be
Gorbachev, Yeltsin or Albania’s Communist Party
leaders, it was the supposed “communists” who led
the restoration of openly pro-Western, pro-market
capitalism in the Soviet bloc. They were the
bourgeoisie in the party Mao was talking about
when only a minority of communist parties (but a
majority of communists) would listen. The history of
the Soviet bloc proves once again that Mao's
greatest contribution to Marxism-Leninism was the
theory of continuing class struggle under sociatism
and hence the need for continuous revolution and
struggle against the bourgeoisie in the party.

Before Albania's communist leaders explicitly
denied Mao's scientific thought in 1978 and while
the PLA still opposed Soviet revisionism, Albania
made many great steps forward. These gaing are
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being tossed aside even as we write this, but they
are still worth learning from. Unlike most Eastemn
Euvropean countries that installed communist
governments with direct military conguest by Soviet
armies during World War II, the Albanians defeated
Hitler independently, and installed their own
COMmUNist government.

Feminists looking at Albania can learn two
things. One lesscn is that once again no country in
the world has yet achieved equality for women, a
goal for the final achievement of communism.
Another lesson more often overlooked, however, is
that gome movements for women's liberation are
quicker and more succegsful than others.

Before the Marxist-Leninist revolution, the
traditional conditions of Albanian women were more
dreadful than most women in the West can imagine,
"In Albania, many women wera forced to cover their
faces in public, were gsold as child-brides through
pre-arranged marriages and were subject to
physical punishment and even death at the hands of
their husbands or fathers if they discbeyed. In
Albania, only & few hundred women worked cutside
of the home."{2) Albania hag a population of about
three million today.

In this situation the communists stepped in
and brought Albania from conditions for women far
bahind the West and put them ahead of women in
the West—all this in a generation and a half. They
started by organizing women to engage in armed
struggle against Hitler's occupation armies, 6,000
women joined the fight.

A mere 34 years later, in 1978, and before
Albania definitively took to the capitalist-road,
women made even greater strides in the battle for
political power. Not only were there now hundreds
of thousands of women working instead of just
hundreds, women held hundreds of the very top
positions in government: “Women made up 33.3% of
the deputies in the highest government body, the
People's Assembly, in 1978. Women are 26% of the
members of the Supreme Court, 41.2% of the leaders
of the mass organizations and 25% of the party
members.”(2) By contrast, at the same time in the
United States, the U.S. Congress was less than 1%
WOmen.

The professions saw women advance from a
society with no education for its predominantly
peasant population to a society where women had
education and used it in their jobs.
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Before Revolution 1978 Albania(2)  USA[3)
Toachers 600 27% 5,189 41%-
Doclors . 21 1,160 38% 8.7%
Dantists . 2 a6z B0% 315%
Eoginears - - 1464 18% 1%
Economists - - 7405 63% -
Geologists - . 196 20% -
Construction - - - - -
inglneers 1,242 29% -

In addition to the guantitative advances
women made, there were qualitative ones. Women
recaived 15 paid weeks of maternity leave and three
months each year until their children were three.
Workplaces arranged breaks for women to care for
their babies, not to mention free prenatal and post-
partum care. In addition, daycare spread widely to
allow women to work. Women also gained the right
to divorce and state protection for children in the
event of divoree.

All these gaing were cut short with the shide of
the Albanian Revolution into revisionism, state
capitalism and now outright pro-Western style
capitalism. Feminists can only mourn the loss in
previously socialist Albania and look forward to the
next revolutionary communist upsurge there, guided
by Mao's theory of continuous revolution.

Metes:

1. Boston Globe 3/31/92, p. 13.

2. Rosie O'Connell, “Women and the Family under
Socialism,” Workers’ Herold 2/82, Val. 3, no. 1.
3. Redstockings, Feminist Revalution, NY: Random
House, 1978, p. ¥8.

WHAT DIDN'T WORK IN CHINA

by MCS
Apnil 7, 1992

On the road to liberation in China, many, many
feminists made the correct choice and joined the
Communist Party (CCP) led by Mao Zedong. Their
decision contributed to the Revolution of 1849 and
the advancement of feminist struggle after that.(1)

It is important to ook at feminist politics in
China hoth before the Maoist revolution and after.
Pseudo-feminist critics of Mao's CCP are silent on
the question of what happened to the non-Marxist
fermninists before 1849. They said a lot of things that
pseudo-feminists are saying today and like the
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today's pseudo-feminists, they failed in their efforts.

The women's movement in China started at
least as early as 1912 with petitions and
demonstrations for equal rights including the right
to vote. By 1922, Communist Wang Hui-wu criticized
her comrades in written articles for allowing their
Women's movements to be taken over by warlords.
(Warlords were local authorities, military-prince-
fiefdom-bosses before China was unified as a8 single
country.) Hence, from the beginning there was a
class struggle within the women's movement.

The communist women of the 1920s also
thought that some of the feminists of the day had a
way of destroying social change movements from
within: “They weare equally concerned that the
women's rightists not dissipate their energies in
battles between the sexes when they should be
girding themselves for class warfare. Some would
mock the notorious Miss Han Ying who promoted
the ‘hate system’ which turned women against men
on the erroneous assumption that their enemy was
the male sex rather than an oppressor class
composed of men and women."(2)

One of the problems of the oppressed ig that
their history gets erased or writlen in inaccessible
places. Part of the result is the constant re-invention
of the wheel. The idea that men are the supreme
enemy is not a new idea restricted to the United
States since the 1960s. The idea was in currency in
China in the 19205 as well. Where did Han Ying and
the whole anarchist feminist movement take
Chinese women in the 19208 and 193087 Nowhere.

MIM today believes that men are the enemy. It
is even possibie that at some point in history they
may become the principal enemy. But nght now,
men and women are both still starving by the
millions and dying in wars; targeting men sexually
as if they were the all-powerful enemy is unrealistic.

One Western pseudo-feminist critic of China's
revolution, Suzette Leith, describes one of the
communist women cloge to the foundation of the
CCP named Hsiang Chin-yit who had to fiercely
criticize certain kinds of "feminists” at the time.
“Hsiang's sharpest criticisms were for the
‘romantics,’ young girls who espoused free love and
placed highest emphasis on individual hberty and
happiness. Hgiang labeled these girls §

Without producing any of the figures which
might refute those MIM hasg in other articles on
China, Salaff and Merkle come 1o the Inaccurate
factual conclusions that women only made token
gains during the Russian and Chinese revolutions.
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MNancy Milton, who lived in the Feople's
Republic of China, gave a personal testimony to
rebut Salaff and Merkle in addition to analysis of the
gituation in Mao's China: “During one of my
teaching years in Peking, 1 worked with a teaching
group of about thirty teachers, approximately half
men and hall women. Within this groep, virtually all
specific leadership was in the hands of women, not
because they were women, but because it
happened, in each case of teaching specialization,
political leadership or whatever, a woman had
superior qualifications of experience, ability,
training or knowledge .... No one seemed to regard
the situation as particularly remarkable except for
myself, and I, too, came to teke it for granted."(9)
Milton went on to theroughly eriticize Salaff and
Merkle for an ahistorical and ethnocentric approach.

One interesting aspect of this is that Salaff and
Merkle are some of the more correct critics of the
real revolutionary feminists. They aren't as far off as
some of the more reactionary ones like Leith. All the
while calling for free-love, an increased role of
women in armed struggle and probably anarchism,
Salaff and Merkle make their “ethnocentric”
mistakes.

It just goes to show how it is difficult to escape
the bias of one's nationality. We must insist on
comparative research at all times, especially before
we set about criticizing societies other than our
oW,

Motes:

1. Jock Belden's, China Shakes the World is o good
source of information on the struggle of women
wnleashed in the communist revelulion.

2. Rowonne Witke, “Woman os Polifician in Chine of the
19203, Women in China Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan, 1973, pp.40-41.

3. Suzette Leith, “Chinese Women in the Earty
Communist Mavement,” Marilyn B, Young, ed., Women
in Chine, Ann Arbor: University of Michigan, 1973, p.
50.

4, Ibid., p. 56.

5. Ibid., p. 63.

&, Ibid,

7. Janet Weitzner Salaff ond Judith Merkle, “Women
and Revelution: The Lessons of the Soviet Union and
China,” Women in China Ann Arbor: University of
Michigan, 1973, p. 155.

8. lbid,, p. 158.

9. Mancy Milion, "A Response lo Women and
Revolution,” Wemen in China Ann Arbor: University of
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NO GAINS FOR WOMEN IN
TAIWAN
by MCS
April 7, 1982

The masses know the answer to the question
of where Chinese pseudo-feminism led the women
of Hong Kong, Taiwan, south Korea, Japan and
India. In the most basic aspects, women of these
places have vet to be liberated in the most
elementary ways. Taiwan and Hong Kong are
especially good comparisons with Mao's China,
hecause they are Chinese and because people who
opposed Mao's revolution fled to those places. In
Taiwan and Hong Eong we can see that not having
2 communist revolution means failure for feminist
goals.

People in capitalist Hong Kong, where several
million Chinese live, know that pornography,
prostitution and cosmetics are rampant just as they
are in the West. No tourist will fail o notice the
prostitutes. British rule in Hong Kong has made it
into just another Western ¢ity, except that it has an
exceptionally large superexploited population of
Chinese workers.

Dumnng the 19705 when a guarter of Mainland
China's 1op government positions were in women's
hands and a woman was nearly the top leader,
Taiwan was following the US. model family of the
1950s. In this family, men stay out with the "boys"
after work hours, while women remain in tight
gocial isolation at home. Women had a mere 36% of
senior high school opportunities, and the hot topic of
the day was whether or not to set quotas for women
50 that they could not cccupy more than 10% of
college student positions, instead of being over a
third of college students.

Taiwanese men continued to take concubines
in “guasi-legal form, with the concubine transmitted
into a ‘mistress’ whose residence is separate from
that of the legal wife."(1) Becoming a wile carried
the same trappings in the 1970s in Taiwan as it did
in the United States. “From sexless school girl days,
women move into the hard sexuval sell, spending
hours each week at the beauty parlor and having
makeup applied for them by professionals for
important occasions."(2) In addition, “their bodies
are molded into heavy corsets and padded
bragsieres, their feet adorned with spike-heeled
shoes, and the services of plastic surgecns are
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available to reshape eyes and noses to conform to
the current standards of beauty.”{2) This went on at
@ time when in Mainland China the “Mao suit” was
the standard apparel for men and women alike.

Once they are married, Taiwanese women
have a very weak position, even by Western
gtandards. “As for ownership of property, many
women have not been informed that a special
contract must be drawn up: if it is not, then all
property acquired by them before and during the
marriage under the hugband's management
and can be dispogsed of by him as he sees fit."(3)

In Taiwan, where the anti-communists fled
from Mao, women are still housewives. They have
yat to secure anything close to equal access to
employment opportunity. The same is true of
women in Japan and south Korea.

Feal feminists realize that the real progress for
women's liberation took place not with pro-capitalist
reform movements like those in the West or
capitalist Asian countries. Nor did real progress
come with capitalist restoration in Mainland China.
It was the Maoist revolutionary movement that
contributed the most 1o accomplishing women's
liberation in Asia.

Maotes: .

1. Merma Diamond, “The Status of Women in Talwan:
One Step Forward, Two Steps Bock,” Marilyn Young,
ed., Women in China, Ann Arbor: Unbversity of
Michigon, 1973, pp. 211239,

2. Ibid,, p. 236.

3. thid., p. 215,

JIANG QING, GREAT
REVOLUTIONARY LEADER

by MCS

Revolutionary communists from Peru to
Amerika to China moumn the death of Jiang Qing,
the world's foremost communist leader since the
death of Mao Zedong in 1976,

Jiang Qing committed suicide on May 14
according to the social-fascist (socialist in words,
fageist in deeds) Deng Xiaoping regime in China.
She was serving a life sentence at her daughter's
house according to the regime.

BELNING SPRING 1989 CONMECTION
The regime reported the death on the night of
June 4, the annivargary of the Beijing massacre in
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1989.(1) At this point, MIM is not aware of any
details in the supposed suicide.

Ag the people that carried out a coup d'etat
against Jiang Qing to take power, the Deng
Xigoping regime cannot be trusted to report what
actually happened. The New York Times speculated
that the regime waited as long as possible to
announce the death in order not to give students
another reason to demonstrate in the crocial May
and early June period. This would also be an
atternpt by the regime to link student “turmod” to
Jiang Qing.

On June 5, 1980 after the massacre, the Central
Committee of the social-fageist regime said the
people it magsacred were “political rogues,
remnants of the Gang of Four, and other
geoundrels.® The Gang of Four—Jiang Oing, Wang
Hungwen, Yao Wenyuan and Zhang Chungiao—led
the Cultural Revolution in China and represented
the generation of Mao's successors.

A reading of documents by leaders of the
Beijing Spring shows that the bulk of the movement
leadership was not in the hands of Gang of Four
supporters.(2) Even though the movement in 1989
used many of the same techniques—political
posters, which were outlawed by Deng after the
Cultural Revolution, gaining free train transport from
sympathetic train workers, getting free food
wherever they travelled and going into the
ecountryside, other cities and middie schools in order
to drum up support beyond the students. Even some
of the slogans—"Down with Deng Xiaoping!™ for
gxample—were also uged during the Cultural
Revalution.

LIFE DEDICATED TO STRUGGLE

Bomn in 1914, Jiang Qing joined active political
circles as a teen-age actor. She joined the
Communist Party in 1931 when it faced savage
repression from a landlord and imperialist-backed
party called the Cuomindang (also known as KMT or
Kuomintang). She enjoyed a successful progressive
and then revolutionary career in theater.

In 1934, she served three months in prison,
where guards beat her, by their own testimony (3)

Enduring several sicknesses that left her
hospitalized for months at a time before and after
1949, Jiang Qing received radiation treatment for
cervical cancer that nearly killed her in 1956;
however, she eventually recovered to continue the
struggle.(d)

After success in the Cultural Revolution, Jiang
ended up in prison again in 1976—with some
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possible breaks for hospitalization, but she never
relented in agitating against the social-fascists.

MARRIAGE AND POLITICAL RESTRICTIONS

Daspita spending 60 years making revolution
and spending a quarter of that time in prison as a
result, throughout her life Jiang had difficulties
being taken seriously simply because she was a
WOman.

In 1938, she married the chairperson of the
Communigt Pary of China, Mao Zedong. The party
required Jiang Qing to give up politics for 30 years.

Thanks to Communist Party leadership,
China's women saw their conditions advance by
leaps and bounds compared with pre-Liberation
days. Even compared with Amerikan women,
China's women enjoyed greater equality—in their
aceess to 1op jobs and more equal pay for instance.

Despite rapid progress in the area of women's
equality with men, China still had some old thinking
that the Communist Party could not wish away. The
reasons for relegating Jiang Qing outside politics
were mostly incorrect, First, the party apparently
held that Jiang Qung would receive great political
gcrutiny as the wife of Mao Zedong. Hence, any
political mistakes she made would reflect on the
party and the party believed that she was relatively
inexperienced 1o be in such a position.

Jiang Qing was not yet a ranking political
leader despite her years of dedication up to that
point. There was no good reason Jiang Qing could
not make mistakes and then correct them.

A second implicit reason the party had was
that it wanted stability from Mao and Jiang, since
Jiang had an actor's reputation for having had
geveral lovers and because Mao himself had already
had two wives. Stll, the two could have guaranteed
stability without sacrificing Jiang Qung's political
CAreer.

A third reason given was that the party
wanted to make Mao more productive and have
Jiang Qing take care of him for 30 years as an
important political task. Head of state Liu Shaoqi
continued with this approach to keep Jiang out of
politics afver Liberation in 1949.(5)

Despite the many incorrect attitudes toward
women both ingide and outside the party, from the
beginning of the marrage, Jiang served as Mao's
political secretary. She was 5o ¢lose to Mao that she
retreated with hum ag part of the last group to leave
Yanan under enemy fire in 1947, She was also
appointed a political assistant in the revolutionary
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army in the last and greatest military campaigns of
the civil war{6)

In the early 1950s, despite opposition from the
party and Mao, she participated in the land reform
movement that distributed land to the peasants and
then collectivized agriculture. She did so
anonymously 50 as not to attract attention.(7)

Without so much as a personal enemy of hers
as a phony gossip source or circumstantial evidence,
male chauvinist pig Ross Temill speculates that she
arranged her work in the countryside land reform
movement, just so she could meet with ex-
boyfriends.(8) This kind of questioning of her
individual motivations is typical of her eritics.

By the early 1960s, Jiang was pushing Mao to
criticize reactionary cultural and educational
practices. Having returned to cultural work in the
early 19505, she was in full swing by the 19603
authoring criticisms and then directing
revolutionary ballets and theater.

Jiang criticized art for not changing after the
revolution. Art continued to have bourgeois and
feudal heros, ghosts and other superstitions and
avoided the life of the common people: ""Do you
eat?' she cried to the theater people. ‘That food
came from the farmers! So serve the farmers in your
plays and operas!'™[3)

Throughout the Cultural Revolution, Mao gave
hig ideclogical support and theoretical aid, while
Jiang Qing did the hands-on work. A strong portrait
of her leadership role in the Cultural Revolution
(1966-1976) emerges in a hiography called Chiang
Ch'ing.(10)

JIANG QING WAS RIGHT

Of all the analysts and critics looking at China
after Mao, Jiang Qing saw most clearly what various
individuals in the party would do after Mao died.
She made the shrewdest political judgements in
some cases where Mao Zedong may have proved
wrong.

This is not 10 say that such judgements are the
mo3zt important aspect of building a movement
toward communism, All individuals are the product
of historical forces and sitvations. However, too
often, Jiang Qing does not receive credit for what
she has done.

Micholas Kristoff claims for instance that “One
of her grave migcalculations, in retrospect, was to
make an enemy of Deng Xiaoping, now China's
senior leader, and denounce him as an 'international
capitalist agent.'"(1)
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In the next paragraph of his hack-job, Kristoff
goes on 1o talk about Jiang Qing as “using beauty
and sex to win power."(1) Kristoff makes Jiang out
to be someone who never understood politics, but
Jiang was profoundly opposed to Deng Xiaoping for
years. Kristofi's protrayal pretends that if Jiang was
not a revolutionary veteran in her 508 and 605 when
attacking Deng Xiaoping.

Jiang Qing has proved quite correct about
Deng Xiaoping as an “international capitalist agent”
a5 MIM Notes has shown repeatedly in past issues.

One of Jiang's merits was her attempt to get
Mao to purge Deng Xiaoping from the party much
earlier than his third disgrace in 1976. She also led
the attack on Zhou Enlai in the later years, again for
consistent reasons of program despite Zhou Enlai's
obvious popularity and declining health. Zhou Enlai
was Deng Xiaoping's direct political boss and
patron.

From the beginning she also saw through Yang
Shangkun, reportedly having violent disagreements
with him as early as the early 1950s5. Yang
responded to her radical activism after 1849 by
continuing Lo advecate her retirement from
politics.(11) While the bourgeois hacks and
revigionists describe this as a personal conflict,
Yang's line was cbviously sexist across:the-board.

It was Yang Shangkun, along with his
relatives, who commanded troops to massacre the
people of Beijing in 1989. Yang is now one of the top
handful of leaders in the social-fascist regime.

Jiang Qing also reportedly never trusted Hua
CGuofeng to assume leadership of a province as early
as 1967.(12) Despite her low estimation of Hua, Mao
appointed him to the top government and party
posts just before he died. When Mao died, Hua
Guofeng arrested the Gang of Four and helped Deng
Xiaoping 1o power.

In concluding his biography on Jiang. The
White-Boned Demon, a whole book of psychological
Mational Enguirer-style gossip criticizing Jiang's sex
life, Terrill has this 1o say about Jiang's challenge to
Deng from prison:

“Jiang added, 'he's a coward and a revisionist,
Only if he debates me [at the 12th Congress of the
Communist Party| will he show himself a true
Communist.’ It was the same Lan Ping [Jiang’s
name from younger days] who had tweld Tang Na:
‘Unless you correct your faults, you will not be
worthy to say you once wera my lover."(13}

With Jiang Qing in prison because she never
gave up the class struggle, all the bourgeois male-

REWVOLUTIONARY

FEMINISM

chauvinist pigs can talk abouwt is her sex life. The
handful of China “experts” who dominate the U.S.
media and academic circles are too caught up in sex,
not to mention intelligence-gathering, anti-
communism and eultural bias, to give the U.5. public
any deep understanding of what Jiang was really
saying.

Unfortunately, Terrill's book is one of two well-
known english-language hiographies of Jiang Cing,
and hence very influential. Among Terrill’s
promaters who put recommendations for his book on
the back cover are Richard Solomon, head of the
Political Science Department of the intalligence
company called the Rand Corporation; Joseph Kraft,
a syndicated columnist; and Professor Michel
Oksenberg of the University of Michigan, Jimmy
Carter's number one China intelligence agent and
one of Richard Nixon's buddies. Oksenberg in
particular distinguished himself by going to China
with Nixon in the first group of Americans to pay
respects 1o the regime after the Beljing massacre in
1989,

JIANG DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

Thanks to the China-watching-academic-
intelligence-media elite, 8 number of myths have
arisen with regard to Jiang Qing in the Cultural
Revolution. Jiang is blamed for anything wrong that
happened in the Cultural Revolution, even more o
than Mao because of her hands-on role,

According to the New York Times, “During the
Culteral Revolution, Ms. Jiang oversaw mass rallies
in which her enemies were humiliated and
physically abused. 5he also is said to have sought
put and killed those who spurned her in earlier
years."(1)

The latter accusation is not substantiated in
the article, but instead, like half of the New York
Times and Los Angeles Times obituaries,
plagiarizes Terrill's book. These bourgecis male
chauvinists cannot imagine Jiang's having a
political line. They cannot imagine that she was
engaged in class struggle her whole life, in some
cases for decades against the very same people.

Every time she proved exactly right in her
accusation regarding a “despotc landlord” (Yang)
or “international capitalist agent” (Deng), the
bourgeois hacks preferred to fantasize about her sex
life or label her crazy as in the case of one state
capitalist paper in China: “She ‘twists her lips,
gnorts and even says some nonsense like 'This is
not the Chairman's revolutionary line.'"({1)
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When revisioniste arrested Jiang CQing in 1876,
Hua Guoleng's press criticized Jiang Qing as a
“modern witch,” “woman devil,” and "procuress.”
For good measure the press added in that “from
time immemorial women have been the source of all
ewil, "(14)

Two of Jiang Qing's female associates, at the
time of the anti-Gang of Four campaign, were tamed
with the charges of “she had never had a boy
friend” and “unable to succeed with men at either a
high or low level and never able to find a suitable
husband."(14)

Even one of Jiang Qing's more sympathetic
bourgeonis biographers—a woman named Roxanne
Witke, who at least tried to deal with seripus
political issues befitting state leaders—accused
Jiang Qing of distorting the goals of the class enemy
ghe attacked. Jiang Qing led the Cultural Revolution
gaying the Liu Shaogi headquarters wanted to break
down collective agriculture, assign plots of land to
families, set quotas for farmers for sales to the state,
put the rest of the product on a “free” market and
open China to superexploitation by Western
impaerialists.(15) And when Deng Xiacping took
power, he and the rest of his class did every single
thing Jiang Qing said he would.

Jiang Qing did not have to distort the class
enemy's goals. Thaere wera very large differences
between the two sides, the two lines—Jiang's ling
and Deng's line. The new state capitalists led by
Deng did indeed break collective agriculture, open
free markets and allow imperialist investment with
wages for Chinese workers that amounted to a few
dollars a day.

The most serious charges against Jiang Qing
by the bourgeoisie would amount to her repressing
tha magses. This charge is far from proven,

The usual Western custom is to attribute all
violence during the Cultural Revolution to the Gang
of Four, a means by which it is possible to come up
with figures in the hundreds of thousands or
millions of casualties. By such a measure there is no
guestion that the Cultural Revolution exacted a high
price from the masses.

These figures include violence by factions
opposed to the Gang of Four, personal vendettas
carried out by people in the name of politics and
whatever Western analysts deem a premature
death. As explained in previous MIM Notes, this
technique is culturally chauvinist and pro-bourgeocis
because these same analysts use different methods
in examining Western bourgeois leaders.

FEMINISM

According to Jiang's enemies in power, the
Gang of Four killed 34,800 people in ten years in a
country with a billion people.(16) By contrast, the
regime in one year in 1983 called for a quota of 5,000
exwecutions and apparently surpassed the quota with
16,000 or more.(17)

Meanwhile, Deng accuses both Jiang and the
1989 movement of advocating “beating, smashing,
looting and burning.” Actually, Jiang Qing took a
clear line against violence during the Cultural
Revolution Witke paraphrased Jiang Qing of 1872
thiz way: “How can ideological aggression against
revisionism be sustained without stimulating
physical aggression, which might sever lines of
communication betwoeen the leaders and led? More
1o the point, how could the violence that was no
more than political enthusiasm in action be curbed
without breaking off the revolutionary momentum
neaded to prevent society from sinking back into the
status quo ante where poor people and women ware
excluded from responsibility for public affairs?"(18)

From the beginning of the Cultural Revolution
in 1966, Jiang Qing said to a rally of teenage
activisis, "‘if you want to unite, you must be
dictatorial toward the minority who persist in
violent behavior."(18) This was a clear statement
that people employing violence were vndermining
gocialism.

Jiang Qing was quite right about violence.
Violence among middle school students or against
intellectuals could not accomplish anything. Again
and again Mao and the Gang of Four stressed that
violence must be reserved for the tiny class enemy
in the party on the capitalist-road and only
employed cautiously. Jiang Qing spent much time
criticizing ultra-leftism and anarchism for militant
posturing that diverted attacks from the capitalist-
roaders.

Another little known fact is that Jiang Qing
was perhaps the first major leader opposed to the
theory of "hereditary redness." At the beginning of
the Cultural Revolution, privileged children of
capitalist-roaders in the party (applauded by
Trotskyists for their class stance) used this incorrect
doctrine to attack other children.(19) In the end,
Jiang Qing prevailed, and 95% of the youth were
allowed to participate in the Cultural Revolution.

This did not stop conservative and ultraleft Red
Guards from attacking intellectuals and students in
the name of defending Maoism. These Red Guards
were hoodwinked by children of the capitalist-
roaders trying to divert the attack from their parents
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onto other targets. They roused themzelves to taunt
Jiang Qing at Beijing University that they were
going to "hang and fry” her.(20)

Much is made of the fact that Jiang Qing
referred to the intellectuals as the “ninth stinking
category” as a means of criticizing them. She also
said, “attack with words; defend with force™ once,
but then took even that mild statement back. Jiang
Qing never said, "use this period of freedom,
political education and participation to form factions
that kill each other and persecute intellectuals.”
That thig often happened in China demonstrates the
difficulties of putting proletarian democracy into
practica,

The people’s movement in Beijing 1989 would
do well to look at the problems with attaining mass
participation in politics. When central government
authorities allow big character posters to go up
evarywhere, allow strikes, allow demonstrations
and encourage workers and students to administer
their own affairs, there is a price to pay in shaking
off the old habits of generations.

Jiang Qing knew this but did not conclude that
the masses should not start running their own life
as har concermns regarding violence show. Nor did
ghe throw out the idea of relving on the masses and
encouraging them toward self-reliance in politics, as
most of her eritics would,

While the Maocists® efforts to rely on the masses
had many adverse effects for the masses
themselves, a lesger known phenomenon is the
several assassination attempts on Jiang Qing.(21)
Many political leaders would have imposed martial
law and state-of-emergency, but Jiang Qing and the
Maoists persevered through assassination attempts
because they did not wish 1o incite the masses Lo
further violence against each other in the name of
preventing assassination attempts.

Jiang pushed this notion of relying on the
masses farther than Mao did in & friendly
disagreerment within the ranks of Maoists. The Gang
of Four held that Shanghai in 1967, and by
implication the rest of the country, could organize
itsell into Parig Commune style governments. When
Mao died, the revisionists charged that the Gang of
Four moved to have various places establish Paris
Communes, which iz likely true.

The Gang of Four's notion of proletarian
democracy makes the ideas of today’'s movement
leaders like Wuer Kaixi, Shen Tong and Yan Jiagi
look authoritarian and elitist in comparison. These
leaders only want freedom of the press and an end
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to government corruption. They have litile idea how
workers and peasants could practice “democracy.”

In contrast, in the Parig Commune style
administration, the masses seize their government
and economy and have the power Lo recall their
officiale at any time. Membership in the party and
government posts as they were known would be
abolished because of the participation of the
masses. The class basis of commune rule would be
assured by the masses' dictatorshup over the small
minority and the masses’ continuous supervision of
their leaders.

The Shanghai Commune of 1967 was short-
lived because Mao reluctantly opposed the idea and
adopted Zhou Enlai's idea of revolutionary
commitiees as a compromise. Mao held that the
masses still needed & vanguard party and that wo
many communes would complicate foreign policy
and make dictatorship and defense preparations
more difficult. In other words, Mao felt that the
international conditions were not yet ripe for
communes. For this reason, among others, Mao
lightly referred to himself as “center-left™ with the
Gang of Four as the real "left.”

Jiang Qing realized perhaps more sharply than
Mao that the culture and ideology of the society
lagged behind the advance of the developing
socialist economy. She never “rested on her laurels”
ag Mao would say.

As an example, in 1952 she was not satisfied
with women's progress, especially in the
countryside, so when she got the chance, she went
10 a village incognito and worked behind a plow to
ghow that women could manage plowing of the
figlds.

In some remarks to Witke, Jiang Qing summed
up the situation of women m 1872: "'Don’t just look
at the progress of today. Although women occupy
highly impertant positions in industry, agriculiure,
education, and other depariments, and there are
even women in such critical indusiries as defense,
still there are backward aspects that you should -
examine.'"{22) This attitude of not ignoring the
realities of patriarchy and class society guided Jiang
Qing in her efforts to make “continuous revolution”
precizely when she was at the zenith of har power
and when typical rulers would have become
complacent and defensive of the status quo.

Contrary to what Westerners might expect,
Jiang Qing also made a detailed criticism of the
personality cult which was built up around Mao
Zedong to make it casier (o knock down Mao
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Zedong Thought (23)

JIANG'S PLACE IN
HISTORY

Comrade Gonzalo in
Foru has pointed cut that
Maoist parties engaged
in armed struggle are
more advanced than
those that are not Jiang
participated in armed
struggle led by the
Communist Party to
liberate China from Semi-
colonialism and semi-
feudalism.

She also took the
struggle to the next
gtage—against the
bourgeoisie in the party
under gsocialism. In that
struggle she was the
steadiest and foremost
hands-on-oIganizer.

After Mao's death
and her own arrest with
the Gang of Four, Jiang
Qing demonstrated
herself to be a leader of
leaders. Two of the Gang
of Four sold out to the
regime under pressuie in
raturn  for lenient
SENLENces.

Zhang Chungiao,
the only other Maoist
jeader close to Jiang's
grature chose a stiategy
of silent resistance.
Jiang, however, by all
aceounts gave fiery
resistance to the
revisionists al every tum
and to the end of her life.
In her political trial even
the bourgeois critics
noticed  that  she
embarrassed the regime
palitically.

In all these ways,
Jiang served as the
leading Maoist in the
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REPRINTED FROM MIM NOTES 54, Juty 1991

JIANG QING’S POST-1949 ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
PARTY POSTS AND MOVEMENT LEADERSHIP
by MC5

1950 Spring. Participates incognito in land reform in East China. I8
appointed director of the Cinema Depariment of the Propaganda
mnmmtmmmmmmmumdmmm!mmdtm

'ing Court.
Spring through Summer. Leads the Wu Hsun investigation.
Fall. Her second episode of incognito land reform, which includes
marriage reform in envirgns of Wuhan.

1951  Winter. Is forced o resign het post as chief of the General Office of the
Party's Central Commitiee. Again becomes Mao's gecretary and
remaing so though the 1960s.

1954: Engineers Marxian debates over the novel Dream of the Red Chamber,

1961: 1z preoccupied with a class analysis of the parforming ars.

1962:  With the mayor of Shanghai, K'o Ch'ing-ghih, begins her attack against
{eudal and bourgesis conventions in art and literature.

Spring. Drafls the May Sixteenth Cireular. |Document to become the
most important initial set of instructions 1o Red Guards in 1966 —MC5]

1063: December, Seeks background for The Red Detachment of Womean on
Hainan igland.

1964: June and July. Peling Opera Festival. Makes her first public speech,
Centinues opera and ballet reform behind the scenes, while stimulating
other arts festivals.

Decamber. Elected to the National People's Congress.

1065: Organizes the critique of Wu Han's Hai Jui Dismissed fram Offica,
presented in Yao Wenyuan's name in Movembet.

1066: Directs the Forum on the Work in Literature and Art in the Armed
Forces in Shanghai. Appointed cultural advisor 1o the army by Lin Piao.
Drafts second May Sixteenth Circular ... Cultural Revolution Group of
the Central Commitlee 13 convened with Ch'en Po-ta as head, and
Chiang Ci'ing and Chang Ch'un-ch'ian as his deputies, [The Cultaral
Revolution Group functioned as the highest body of the party at the
time —MCE]

Mummwdmmmﬂmdm Politburo.

1967: Appointed adviser toa reorganized PLA Gultural Rewvolution Group.
“Having addressed groups and rallies for almost a year, presides over
the Peking Rally commemorating the twenty-lifth anniversary of Mao's
Yenan talks.

1980:  April. s elected to the Palitburo.

1971: Winter. Among the designers af the national campaign against Lin
Piag. Throughout the mid-1870's continues to revise revolutionary
operas, ballets, and musical compesitions introduced in the 1960's.
Releases film versions of some.”
|Jiang Qing was also the secretary of the group responsible for the
anti-Lin Biao, anti-Confucius campaign of 19734 —MCE|

Seurce: Ronanne Witke, Comrade Chiong Ch'ing. {Bosten: Litle, Brown & Co.,
1977), pp. sviliodii. MIM's italies, Witke's remaved,
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world since Mao's death. Her death is a tragic loss
to the proletariat, especially in the loss of her
knowledge derived from practice of the twists and
turng in the first historical struggle against the
bourgeoisie under socialism.

MNone of the saurces for this arlicle are by Jiong Qing
supporters excepl for Rita Helling.
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SOVIETS EMBRACE NEW
FREEDOM TO OBJECTIFY

R E V OLUTIONARTY

FEMINISESEM

WOMEN

While most of the Soviet Union's new
capitalists seem to know little about what they're
getting into, the editors of Komsomolskaya Pravda,
the organ of the Young Communist League, have
the whole thing worked out. They now take
capitalism for granted, and argue that political
institutiong must be modelled on the economic
system: "A market of ideas is just as essential to
progress as a market of goods and services.”

Thus setting the pace for politics, the new
liberalized market needs only to commodify the rest
of human life, and the Soviet Union will have
capitalism in all its glory. “Our crude purveyors of
erotica could leamn something from their American
colleagues,” writes one Pravda editor, clutching a
copy of Playboy dripping with his semen.

Another issue of Pravda ran a Flayboy photo of
an undressed woman fondling a life-size bust of V.1,
Lenin.

Motes: Werld Press Review 3/90,

Domestic Dead Ends

REVOLUTION AND VIOLENCE
AGAINST WOMEN

by MCE & MC17

This is a revolutionary analysis of domestic
violence, sexual assault and the criminal justice
system. MIM admires the intentions and dedication
of people invalved in providing care to women who
are victims of violence. MIM also recognizes the
struggle in bringing attention to these issues as
essential work.

MIM ig quite critical of the analysis of most
professionals and organizers in these fields, The
literature in the field of viclence against women is
rife with inaccuracies, problems of statistical
imterpretation, theoretical inconsistencies, dogmas,
self-congratulatory praise and exaggerations of
success. Thig article contradicts most of the existing
literature—sometimes attacking it directly and by
name, more often stating the truth as the best
antidote to confusion.

THE REFORMIST WOMEN'S MOVEMENT HAS
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FAILED: WHY WE NEED A REVOLUTION

Revolution will save more women from
battering and rape sooner than any other strategy.
Figures show that battering is not going away
despite increasing attention since the contemporary
imperialist women's movement against battering
began in 1971 in England.(1}

Thousands of sheliers 1o protect the battered
started forming in the mid-1970s. By 1930, 48 states
had passed laws on domestic violence.(2)

By 1985, however, according to a survey, the
battering rate was the same, statistically speaking,
as in 1976.(3)

Statistics on rape are similarly discouraging for
reformists. Despite the rise of the women's
movement and many institutions created to deal
with sexual assault, the problem of rape 1s
increasing.

Police report that the percentage of women
rape victims who repon has wavered around 0%
for the past 15 years with only slight variation. So
the increase in rape seen is not simply caused by an
inerease in reporting of rape. According 1o police
reports, rape ks actually rising (4)

Rape per 100,000 women (12 years and older}

*fram the Statistical Abstract of the United States,
1980

1970: 46.3 1986: 886

1980: 86.2 1987: 875

1985: 866 1988 88.1

=1 don't know anything about those particular
statistics, but I do know when there's a rotten fish,
and it's absolutely not true that rapes have been
decreasing in number,’ said Susan Brownmiller,
author of *Against Our Will,' an influential book on
rape.=(37)

Some figures from the Justice Department’s
Bureau of Justice Statistics on rape show that rape
decreazed by a third from 1973 to 1987. Among
other problems with the Justice Department figures
is that they include men as rape victimg unlike the
figures above. Rape of men by other men may have
decreased for reasons unconnected to the situation
of women. In any case, even Justice Department
figures show that overall violent crimes against
women 12 and older has remained unchanged since
1973. This is despite a decrease in the victimization
of men in violent crime, a trend congistent with the
idea that rape of men has decreased while that af
women has not.(5)
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Rape is increasing at a time when the United
States is already plagued by pervasive rape. "A
recent random study in San Francisco showed 44
percent of women have been victims of rape of
attempted rape at least once in their lives, ()

1s mandatory arrest of batterers helping
battered women?

It is important to look at the detrimental effocts
of mandatory arrest when assessing its overall
usefulness. One problem that has yet to be
overcome is the arresting of women at a far highsr
rate than hefore the law was in effect. In 20% of the
calls, according to a stody in Wisconsin, both the
man and the woman are arrested. In neacly all
cases, it is later found that the women were viclent
in self-defense, but the trauma and menetary cost of
these arrests cannot be rescinded.(7)

In another Wisconsin study women reported
dislike of the mandatory arrest policy because of
inappropriate responses by the police and financial
problems atising from the incarceration of the
abuser who may provide the family's only income.

Some of the women also reported fear of
increased abuse after the arrest. Among victims
who have had contact with the police since
implementation of mandatory arrest, only 27.8% said
they would call for help in the future, while 68.4% of
these women said they definitely would not call the
police.(8)

This study went on 1o discuss the problem of
mandatory arrest for children in the family who
often feel guilty for calling the police Lo report the
abuse, and who are left in the care of human service
agencies when the police arrest both parents. The
study concludes that "In most cages. . . [the
mandatory arrest law] has not been successful in
the first months in providing safety and protection
o victims of domestic abuse."(8) Far from claiming
to work towards ending domestic violence, this
study admits that the law does not even help the
women it directly affects.

These problems will most affect podrer women,
who are disproporticnately oppressed nationalities.
These women ultimately cannot hope to have
problems of power and control in their relationships
solved by an economic system that rests on the
power it has over their lives, This is tantamount (o
asking the batterers 1o end their battering with no
external influence. Only by overthrowing the system
that upholds the need for power of some over others
can we hope to eradicate the problems of power in
our relationships.

.
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Mandatory arrest doesn't decrease battering
through deterrence.

There is no national evidence that arresting
batterers is a solution to domestic violence. Police
arrests of batterers have become more and more
common nationally, but we have no evidence that
battering has decreased. In 1984, only 10% of police
departments advocated arrest of batterers, By 1985,
it became 31%; by 1986, 46'%.(10) With the increase
in arrests and threat of arrests, believers in the
criminal justice system and reformism would think
that the 1985 figures for battering should be much
lower than in 1975, but they aren't.

What little evidence exists on the side of the
reformists—and this issue iz so irrationally treated
that no national figures are kept—shows that there
may have been a slight decrease from 1975 to 1985
in hushand battering of wives. That decrease was
so small, however, that it was not statistically
significant. In other words, the two surveys done in
1976 and 1985 by Straus and Celles were incomplete
samplings of battering in the country, 50 by
statistical rules, the levels of battering in 1976 and
1985 were the same.(11)

Straus and Gelles also say that severe violenee
by husbands has declined. Their figures show that
gevere battering violence has declined more than
ordinary battering. According to their own statistical
miles, even these figures are not compelling, but the
authors want 1o USA Today and told the public that
battering had declined.

It now turng out that more complete figures
collected by the FBI on homicide committed by
boylriends and husbands contradict the Straus and
Gelles study. Between 1976 and 1985, homicide of
women by boyiriends and spouses rose. For white
men killing white women the figure rose 30%.(12)
“Since ghelters became available, the numbars of
women killing their partners have decreased 25
percent. And yet the numbers of men kiling their
partners have increased. Why? ‘It could indicate a
number of things: a desperate reaction to [men’s|
loging control of women,' says Ann Jones, author of
"Women Who Kill.""(13)

The evidence since 1985 is very sketchy.
However, between 1984 and 1987, rates of violent
crimes against women including rape and assault
remained the same. More specifically, in Chicago
domestic violence charges increased B2% between
1987 and 1989.{14)

In Minneapolis, Minn. from 1981-82 there was
an experiment that is now widely cited as proof that
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arresting batterers decreases battering. It showed
that the amount of repeat violence by batterers over
a gix month period decreased with arrest as
compared with other police methods of handling the
batterers—mediation and separation of the couple.

There were many shortcomings to this
experiment which make it difficult to use the data in
any conclusive analysis. Two sociologists reporting
faworably on the Minneapolis experiment pointed
out geveral problems including the large proportion
of arrests made by three officers particularly
enthugisstic about the experiment and who were
affected by domestic violence on a day-in-day-out
bagis, much more than other officers in the
department.(15) It is difficult to draw conclusions
based on the actions of three police officers.
Because of their large contribution to the data it is
not possible to tell if the short range decrease in
battering was merely due to the methods employed
by these officers rather than by the effects of the
mandatory arrest policy.

In addition, one should note that the period of
study in the experiment was quite short, It is
possible that the shock value of arrest will wear off
over time,

In any case, a better designed and more recent
study in Omaha, Webraska contradicts the
Minneapolis experiment. The Omaha experiment
involved more police officers, fewer data collection
discrepancies, the entire ity of Omaha and higher
rates of victim willingness to be interviewed. This
study showed no difference between arrest,
separation and mediation as strategies of handling
battering.(16)

And no study shows that the deterrence
caused by arrests actually reduces battering overall,
In Ann Arbor, Mich., the change to a policy of
arresting batterers in 1987 coincided with no
change in the amount of battering. There may have
been a slight increase. The Ann Arbor fiqures were
collected in such a way that they could not shed
light on the question of arrest. However, those
arrested for domestic violence show the same
likelihood of repeating within six months as those
who are not arrested. Once again the evidence is
inconclusive except for one thing: battering did not
decrease.

1986  1967* 1988 1989
Complaints: 200 234 200 229

Arrests: 27 104 91 11

Repeat
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arrests: 3 3 5 9
*mandatery arrest policy began this year
In 1987:

» put of 104 arrests, 15 victims were assaulted
a second time by same assailant.

» gut of 130 complaints that did not result in
arrests, 18 victims were agsaulted a second time by
same assailant.

{all figures from Ann Arbor Police
Department)

One common flaw in analyses of battering and
police stems from a Bureau of Justice Statistics
report that women who called the police were less
likely to face a second assault from the batterer. The
Department of Justice hastily concluded that police
efforts deter the attacks of batterers (17) Since this
theory is not substantiated in other evidence, the
Justice Department should have inguired further
into the differences betwean women who call and
women who do not call the police. Women who
called police may have been more lhikely 10 leave
their spouses than women who did not call police
This would reflect those women's survival skills
rather than the effectiveness of police
intervention.(18)

The overall situation of battering points to the
failure of the criminal justice system in dealing with
the problem. Figures collected from 1978 to 1982
ghow that a woman ig beaten every 15 seconds.(15)

The substance of this paper and its claim that
arrests do not help stop battering have been
rejected by academic publications, However, the
evidence for our pogition continues to accumulate.
One of the scholars responsible for the reformist
arrest-the-perpetrator orthodoxy has recently
recanted and admitted that arresting batterers may
actually contribute to more violence against
women.(28) When it comes to the strategy of
arresting batterers adopted since the mid-1980s8
preliminary evidence shows that it has failed:
battering has increased.

BATTERERS' WORKSHOPS DON'T HELP THEM STOP
BATTERING

The success rate of programs for batterers is
zerg. Only popular prejudice dictates that therapy
“pures” batterers. Figures on one treatment—used
by 75% of batterer programs—called “anger
management” of “anger control” show that it dees
not work (20)

In cne of the clearest reviews of all the batterer
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programs, Edward Gondell writes, “in general, even
marginal batterer programs appeart to reduce
violence in at least some of the batterers whom they
treat. . . .About 10 percent of program participants
may be found to be violence-free and living with a
female partner after a year."(21) In the very same
article, Gondolf says, “it has been estimated that as
many as 30 % of batterers may recover through
‘spantanecus remission,” that is, through factors not
related to treatment. "(22) (Note that this does not
refer 1o a time-frame, but we assume that a “cure”
implies relative permanence.) This means that a
higher proportion of pecple who are not treated stop
battering than people who are treated by marginal
programs.(23}

Almost all studies of batlenng programs arg
misleading because they compare men who dropped
out of the program with men who did not. In the
case of aleoholism treatment programs and now also
battering programs, it is proven that more
determined people stay through to complete
programs. This means that people who already
intend to stop battering stay through the battering
programs. The program completess believe more in
stopping violence. They are more likely married to
their victim, more likely employed, less likely 10
have been arrested before and less likely 1o drink
than the program dropouts.(24) In other words, the
battering programs do not help batterers; they
simply attract batterers more likely to stop battering
of their own accord.

Oddly enough, sometimes people who guit
guch programs are less likely to batter or at least no
more likely to batter again than those who complete
the programs—as in the case of anger control
treatment. There are no general reviews of batterer
programs that do not conclude with extreme caution
or even pessimism on the state of programs as they
exist even while holding hope for the future.(25) Yet
even the most favorable reviews do not account for
the possibility that some batterer programs make
things better while others make them worse—a
randormn outcome. For real evidence that battering
programs work, there would have to be more
successful programs than failures and those
programs would have to succeed with the sams
kinds of batterers not included in the programs.
Such evidence does not exist.

One counselor who works with both the
batterers after arrest who are undergeing
mandatory treatment and the women they abused
did an informal survey of the women. She found that
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while they reported the physical abuse decreased, if
not entirely stopped. over the 9 months of their
contact with the program, the women also reported
a dragtic increase in emotional and psychological
abuse—which, many contend, has far deeper and
more permanent effects on the women.(26) This
possible outcome is only one ethical problem with
the current state of the anti-batiering movement.
More seripusly, women are more likely 1o go back to
batterers once they join treatment programs despite
the lack of evidence of their effectivensss,

Making the issue even more complicated is the
fact that 268% of all couples experience violence
within a year(27) and an estimated 60% experience
it in the duration of a marriage. Since some studies
show that large portions of batterers stop battering
for a year, it becomes difficult to separate out
battering men from non-battering men. Battering is
that widespread. One thing for certain is that
switching from a proven batterer to another partner
is no guarantee of living a battering-free life.

Having a batterer attend a program does not
make him any less likely to batter than before. MIM
recommends that victims of battering not trust
programs for batterers who have already
demonstrated frequent and severe violenca.

LESBIAN PRACTICE |5 NOT THE SOLUTION

Leshian communities have been rocked again
a&nd again by battering problems.(28) There is
nothing about women's biclogy that prevents them
from using violence against each other.

On average, women are physically smaller and
weaker than men, 50 on average their physical
violence is not as severe as men's. The medical
problems resulting to men are a small fraction of
those caused by men to women in battering. Yet
BUIvVeys show that women are more prone to
battering than men. For example, according to one
survey women are more likely to throw things at
people in the midst of romantic conflicts.(29)

Another survey shows the following result:
“Whereas 15.5% of the men and 11.2% of the
women reporied having hit a spouse, 18.6% of the
men and only 12.7% of the women reported having
been struck by a spouse.”(30)

The violence of women is not simply a tall tale
told by males. In one study, interviewing only
womaen, the subjects were asked if they and/or their
male partners had been viclent in the previous year.
The totals for the women's sell-teports show that
mare women were the sole perpetrators of violence
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than men. The most common pattern was for both
men and women to be violent. The second most
common pattern was for women o use violence
without any retaliation from men, and the least
common occurrence was of male violence only.(31)
In other words, women admit to using violence more
frequently than men but with less injurious effect.

Another caveat to saying that women are less
violent than men is that wives are almost as likely to
murder hushands ag vice-versa. Women commit 48%
of all spouse murders. Outside of marriage, women
only commit one tenth of the murders, but the home
situation makes both sexes violent (32)

All this shows that women and men are both
prone to violence in relationships. It is not important
that this viclence is sometimes instigated by and
sometimes a reaction by women. The tragedy is that
neither will disappear within romantic
relationships—lesbian or heterosexval—as they
exist in this society. This violence is not something
intringic to men but rather a product of our society.

The existence of viclence by women against
women, men and children is further proof that
restructuring sociely is necessary. Lesbhian
separatism will not eradicate what MacKinnon has
called “gendered” roles. Only the abalition of power
of people over people will solve the problem.

WHO BENEFITS FROM THE STATUS QUO?

Batterers do. As the figures show, they have
not been stopped.

The anti-battering movement has brought
necessary publicity to the problem of domestic
violence; but it has done so in a way that is very
misleading. With all the hype, people get the
impression that something is being done to stop
battering.

Numerous social workers, psychiatrists and
non-professionals have obtained jobs in work
against battering with the increase in attention to
battering. Those people who have jobs in this work
also henefit from the status quo of battering.
Without battering their jobs would disappear.

People working in the battering field probably
start with good intentions, but lose track of their
original goals as they become bogged down in the
details of emotionally draining overwork.
Contributing to this loss of focus is an ideclogy and
mythology of the anti-battering movement that
prevents it from staving in touch with its own
reality,

The ideology of the anti-battering movement







