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To all OCIC Forces,

h-mummthdmg-rcrthomt situation in which lesbians and gays
mmder:l.nmuugm.&rrmthcmmm. Orgenisations such as the Committee
for the Survival of a Free Congress and Christian Voice are attempting to whip up
anti-gay hysterie in s menner reminiscent of the Hazis in the '20%s and '30's.

Gays are scapegoated as the cause of the breakdown of the family. Gays are portrayed
a8 threats to children and as threats %o the socialization of "real" men and women.
The pro- "traditional values" cam paign -- anti-gay, anti-ERA, anti-sbortion —

is part of the New Right's attempt to alay the ideological foundations of fascism.

Faced with these attacks, the gay liberation movement 88 a vhole finds itself in an
ideologically and politically weak position to mount an effective defense. The domin-
ant forces of the movement at present are linked to gay religious ~arganizations, or
are narrowly reformist, making of the g2y liberation movement e single-issue can paign.
The social base for this right-wving leadership is a relatively small group of bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois white males for who gay oppression is the - only oppression they
experience. For the vast majority of gay people, however, gay oppression is only one of
the oppressions they suffer. Most gays are working class. Many are national minority.
That half of the gay population which is lesbian has often been far in front of gay

men in their struggle, because of the prior identificetion as women.

Today, more people in the gay movement are beginning to understand the capitalist
roots of anti-gay prejudice, eand the links between the ir struggle and the struggles
egainst racism and gexism, and the struggle of the proletariat as a whole. They are
Just beginning to emerge as a conscious force, able to challenge the dommetion of the
bourgeois leadership of the gay movement.

The evening prior to the demonstration, members of five OCIC member organizations
(Atlaute OrganizingCommittee, SUB, PWOC, P30,end BWM) both gey and straight, met to
consider how they might best participate in the meeting of socielists scheduled for
the next dey, and how to raise the issue within the OC.

We concluded that it is no longer adequate for the OCIC forces to continue to ignore
the gay question or give it such a low priority in their work. If the New Right is given
an unchallenged lead for five years in whipping up anti-gay hysteria, not only will the
democratic rights of a large minority of the US be further eroded, “But the party-
building foreces will have conceded to the Right an importent ideological foothold

with direct links to the issue of sexism. The participsnts in our meeting were con-
vinced thet a way must be found for OCIC forces to coordinate and increase their
efforts on behalf of the democratic rights of lesbiens end gay men.




A special focus of any OCIC investigation of the gay question must be +the relation- .
ship between gay rights and the Rlack liberation movement. The impect of capitalism

on the Black family, wesulting in different roles end s different division of labor
for men and women than in the white working clags, hes resulted in different attitudes
toward gays. The historic problem of sexism in the Black Liberation Movement., which is
normally associated with extreme hemophobie (most clearly illustrated in the Yation of
Islam) exists alongside a supportive attitude, based on identification with being a
discirimineted group, on the part of many Blmeks. Within the gay liberation movement,
the visibility of white mele petiy-bourgeols leadership,

and the failure to take up the siruggle against racism have exacerbatéd tensions. Per-
hsps the clearest example is the frequent use of white gay men as “shock troops” in
areas scheduled for recycling. (Being able to double up incomes and being usually vith-
out children, men cen frequently afford recycled housing and ignore the neighbor-
hood around them). Subjectivish in the gey movemant, also most pronounced emong white
men, vhereby gay activiuia dany. . the material differences between gay oppression and
racism must also be dealt with.

To begin this process, our group is circulatiog the questiomnaire below to all OCIC
forces. We are proposing that cadre from our organizetions , both gay and straight,
begin & common study leading to & better stmategic understanding of the gay question
in relation to party-bullding. A tentative outline of that study is attached, and
some of us are doing bibliographic work now %o help flesh it out.

For this study to happen, organizations must agree that the gay question deserves
more attention and release some portion of some cedres' time to undersake the study.
The response you send to the guesticnnaire will help us determine if our organizations
agree and what our next steps will be.

QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Does your orgenization support the democratic righis of gays and lesbiens?

2. If your organization does not heve a line on the gay qQuestion, could it subseribe

t to the perspective put forward in the Orgenizer, October 1979 (and reprinted in the
Guardien, Left Press Colum, Nov. 1%, 1979)?

3. What role, if eny does yowr organization or members of it Play in local or natioral
gay organizations?

k. Do you know if there are gsy or lesbien members of your organization? What has
been your practice on their being open in various situations? Can you put them in
touch with us?

2. What is your response to having one or more members of your orgenization partici-
pating in the proposed study?

6. Do you have any bibliographical msterial to contribute to such a study?

T. If you do not agree that work on the gay question should be undertaken «now, under

what meterial conditions should the 0CIC forces begin such work?

Responses should be sent to Peter Doyle
¢/o The Orgenizer
P. 0. Box 11768
Philadelphia, PA 19101

- forthe
for the OCIC 0Ct. 1kth ad hoe group,
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