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VII. THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION

AND THE CLASS STRUGGLE

UNDER SOCIALISM

In examining the degeneration of the Soviet
Union, the two principal classes of modern
society—the bourgeoisie and the proletariat—
have two entirely opposite summations. The sum-
mation of the bourgeoisie, which it promotes in a
thousand ways, is, of course, not based on Marx-
ism and scientific class analysis. The bourgeoisie
does not explain what is happening in the Soviet
Union today on the basis of capitalism having
‘been restored through a process of acute and
complicated class struggle, but instead dishes up
its favorite line that socialism is “impractical”,
that it is suited only for “backward” countries,
that it is not viable once modern industry is

established, that sooner or later it ends up the "

same as capitalism, etc., etc.

According to the bourgeonsne when people are
poor and desperate they may support revolution
even if it takes away their “freedom’ —by which
the bourgeoisie means the ‘‘freedom” to be ex-

ploited and oppressed! But once people achieve .

a certain standard of living they become disin-
terested in revolution and only concerned with
consumer goods; they get “‘tired”’ of the “same
old communist propaganda” and want the
culture and politics of capitalism—an ‘‘eternal”

' system, according ‘to the bourgeoisie. Further,

when their party is in power revolutionary leaders
become conservative, cannot resist the tempta-
tion to be big shots, and inevitably become new
oppressors lording it over the people. So argue
the bourgeoisie and their ideological hacks. They
point to the experience of the Soviet Union as
proof of all this, and of their “theory of human
nature”, which holds, like Christianity with its
doctrine of original sin, that human beings are

essentially self-centered, and will always act out.

of their most narrow seifish interests, which must
be *“arbitrated”
capitalist market.

But the proletariat and its Marxist-Leninist
leadership draw exactly the opposite conclusion.
Far from concluding that mankind will never reach
a higher form of society — communism— in
‘which classes, exploitation and oppression, and
material want will be relegated to the history

. books, we examine the profound negative exam-
- ple of the restoration of capitalism in‘the Soviet

Union in order to better learn how to wage the’
class struggle in. all its forms against the

through the operation of the

bourgeoisie, in order to progress. from the

‘barbaric and outmoded capitalist system to the

Iofty goal of,communism.

- And while the experience of the Soviet Union
is a negative exampie from which we must learn,
there is also historical experience of the class
struggle under socialism which is providing the
answer of how to prevent capitalist restoration
and continue along the socialist road toward

~ communism. For it is precisely these questions =

that are at the heart of China's Great Proletarlan
Cultural Revolution.

The Cultural Revolution was, in essence, a
struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie to determine whether China would
continue to advance on thesocialist road, or be
turned back onto the capitalist road—which, un-
der the still relatively backward conditions of.-
China would mean that it would be reduced to a
semi-colony of imiperialism, in particular Soviet
social-imperialism, and semi-feudal relations
would . re-emerge in China’'s countryside. The
Cultural Revolution was the most profound ex-
ample in the history of the world communist
movement of, in Mao’s words, ‘“‘continuing the -

fevolution under the dictatorship of the pro-

letariat.”

It was a mass struggle of hundreds of mnhons
initiated and led by Mao Tsetung and other re-
volutionary leaders of the Chinese - Communist
Party, on the basis of summing up the ex-
perience of the dictatorship of the proletariat and
its subversion and destruction in the Soviet
Union, and the experience of class struggle in
China since liberation in 1949. So much for the
bourgeois theory that the masses can’t continue
to make revolution and that revolutionary leaders
inevitably become corrupt, conservative overiords.

The theoretical basis for leading the Cultural
Revolution came from the application of diaiec-
tical materialism, especially, the fundamental law
of the unity of opposites (contradiction) to the
experience of socialist society. A fierce class
struggle has raged in China ever since 1949,

. when the contradiction between the proletariat

and the bourgeoisie came to the fore as the prm-
cipal contradiction.

Following the country-wide seizure of power, .
immense tasks faced the Chinese people and the
Communist Party in building socialism. The pro-



ductive forces were extremely backward, and
China  possessed little industry. It proved even
more necessary in China than in Russia following
the seizure of power to make use of petty
bourgeois and even bourgeois elements from the
old society. This was further complicated by the
~fact that the first stage of the Chinese revolution

did not immediately aim at socialism, but was -

. directed against imperialism, feudalism and

bureaucrat capitalism (the big capitalists who -

" were tied in with the imperialists and used the
state. apparatus as a means of accumulating
capital).

In this struggle the national bourgeoisie, or.
sections of it—those capitalists not completely

tied to the imperialists—sided with the masses of

.people, because of the objective contradictions

they faced with imperialism and feudalism. As

soon as power was seized the struggle between .

the proletariat and the bourgeoisie centered
around the question of whether China would
carry through the revolution to the socialist
stage, or would instead pass through an ex-

tended period of capitalism. The latter path was

advocated by Liu Shao-chi, with his line that “ex-
ploitation is a merit.”

The revolutionary line of Mao Tsetung, which
called for immediately embarking on the socialist
revolution, won out, and by 1956 the transition to
socialist ownership of the means of production
had been essentially completed insofar as the
cities and the industrial enterprises were con-
cerned. At that point Liu Shao-chi tried to sub-
vert socialism and disarm the proletariat and the
Communist Party by declaring that ““in China the
question of which wins out, socialism or
capitalism, is already solved.” In putting- forward
this revisionist line, Liu was aided by the fact that
in the same year Khrushchev came to power and
launched his frenzied attack”™ on Marxism-
Leninism at the 20th Party Congress in the Soviet
Union, stabbing the . entire international com-
munist movement in the back and throwing it in-
to great turmoil and confusion.

Only a year later, in 1957, following the basic’

transformation of the Chinese, economy along
socialist lines, and.under conditions where re-
. visionism occupied "~ a -powerful position
throughout the -international communist move-
ment, Mao Tsetung wrote his famous work, On
the Correct Handling of Contradictions Amohg the
People, in which he argued that classes, class
contradiction and class struggle continue to exist
under socialism. He pointed out that two types of

contradictions exist—those between the people -

“and the enemy (deposed landlords, sections of
the capitalists, and counter-revolutionaries), and
contradictions among. the people—for example,
between the workers and peasants, between the
leaders and the masses; etc. He stressed that
these non-antagohistic contradictions within the

ranks of the people can develop into antagonistic

contradictions if they are not handled properly..
Even more significantly, Mao wrote that, “The
basic contradictions in socialist society are-still
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those between the relations of production and

‘the. productive forces and between the
superstructure and the economic base.”

. “Socialist relations of production have been.

established and are in harmony with the growth of
the productive forces, but they are still far. from
perfect, and this imperfection stands in contradic-
tion to the growth of the productive forces. Apart
from harmony as well as contradiction between the
relations of production and the productive forces,
there is harmony as well as tontradiction between
the superstructure and the economic base. The
superstructure, consisting of the state system and -
the laws of the people’s democratic dictatorship.
and the socialist ideology guided by Marxism- -
Leninism, plays a positive role in facilitating the vic-
tory of socialist transformation and the establishment -
of the socialist organization of labor; it is suited to
the socialist economic base, that is, to the socialist
relations of production. But survivals of bourgeois
ldeology, .certain bureaucratic ways of doing
thlngs in our state organs and defects in certain
links in our state institutions are in contradiction
with the socialist economic base.” (emphasis
added) ‘ ' :

" Later in the same work Mao wrote,

“The class struggle is by no means over. The class
struggle between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie, the class struggle between different
political forces, and the class struggle in the
ideological field between the proletariat and the
bourgeoisie will continue to-be long and tortuous
and at times even become very acute. The pro-
letariat seeks to transform the world according to-its
own world outlook; and so does the bourgeoisie. In
this respect the question of which will win out,
socialism or capitalism, is still not reaily settled
(emphasis added) i

Thus, Mao directly refuted the revisionists, and -
indicated the general course for the transition
period of socialism, between capitalism and com-
munism—pointing to the danger of capitalist
restoration and the need to continue the revolu-
tion under the .dictatorship of the proletariat,
throughout the socialist period.
+ The period from 1957 until the Cultural Revolu-
tion was marked by sharp class struggle, in
China, and by many twists and flrns in -the
Chinese Revolution. For example, in 1957 many
bourgeois rightists took advantage of Mao’s call
o “let a hundred flowers blossom, let a hundred
schools of thought contend’” to launch an all-out
attack on the Communist Party, the dictatorship

Y of the proletariat and socialism. They advocated

“liberalization”—in other . words, a return to
capitalism.
1958 and 1959 were the years of the Great

+Leap Forward when the Chinese people con-

solidated and expanded the system of collective
‘ownership in the countryside by establishing .
‘People’'s Communes, and also made great strides
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in developmg lndustry, including small -Scale and
diversified enterprises throughout the country.
But, like every significant advance of the pro-
letariat in the class struggle, the Great Leap
Forward called forth desperate resistance and

: sabotage by rightists - and counter-revolutionaries -
in the Soviet Union, in China and wrthm the -
* Chinese Communist Party itself.

These reactionaries seized on the fact that the
Great Leap Forward, like all truly powerful social
movements, inevitably caused certain temporary
dislocations. in the Chinese economy, which in
1959-61 were combined with a series of natural
disasters, including drought and ' flooding,
seriously . undermining agricultural output. The
revisionists within the Chinese :Communist Party
jumped on this. to slander and attack the Great
Leap Forward.

The . Khrushchev  revisionists m the Soviet
Union did their utmost to compound the dif-

ficulties and support their counterparts in China .

by withdrawing = all Soviet -aid. and recalling

thousands of technical personnel, who had been

assisting in the development of Chinese industry.
This was done suddenly, without warning and in
one fell swoop. Not only were the technicians re-
called, but they took blueprints and plans with
them. The Soviet - revisionists hoped to use
economic blackmail to force the Chinese to sub-
mit. to the counter-revolutionary line being
pushed from Moscow, and to sabotage the
general line of the Chinese Party for burldmg
socialism, formulated by Mao Tsetung, as “Going
all out, aiming high and.achieving greater, faster,
better and more economrcal results in_ building
socialism.”

‘During and after the three difficult years
'1959-61 the revisionist forces in the Chinese
Commuriist Party, led by Liu Shao-chi, worked
feverishly to drag China onto the capitalist road.
Under the gurse of developing production, these

rightists encouraged. and promoted many of the .

methods and policies endorsed and encouraged
by the Soviet revisionists. In the factaries the
system of bonuses, piece work, etc. became very
-widespread, reliance was placed on “material in-
- centives”’, and in many instances control was left
almost entirely in the hands of factory directors
and technical personnel. Corruption was not un-
‘heard of, and corrupt factory officials sought,

and. often recelved' protection from higher

authorities in Liu's “‘political machine.” ‘
The bourgeois elements paid special attention
" to worming their way into.the critical sphere of
the superstructure—the schools, the press,
literary and artistic circles—where they would be
in a position to hinder the development and dis-
semination of the proletarian world view and in
its place spread bourgeois ideology. Mao often
. pointed out that any class  wanting to seize
power first had to ‘‘create .public opinion”, and
- this is precisely what the capitalist roaders were
doing at an ever-increasing rate.
Mao waged sharp criticism of the Ministry of
Culture, which was dominated by the revisionists

landlords or old capitalists, but -

!

under the Ieadershtb of Liu. Mao sa|d that “lf rt
refuses to change, it should.be renamed the -
Ministry of Emperors, Kings, Generals and
Ministers, the Ministry of Talents and Beauties or
the Ministry of Foreign Mummies”! He also said
that the Ministry of Health should be renamed
‘the “Ministry, of Health for Urban Overlords.”” -
The immediate forerunner of the Cultural
Revolution was the "Socialist Education Move-
ment which began . in 1963 under- Mao’s
leadership. During this struggle Liu Shao- chi did

. his best to suppress the movement of the masses

and to actually direct the focus of the struggle
against Mao's line and the proletariat. At a meet-
ing of the Central Committee -at the end of 1964,
which summed up the direction of the Socialist
Education Movement, Mao wrote that “The main
target of the present -movement is those Party
persons in. power taking the capitalist road.”
Thus, for' the first time, Mao bluntly indicated
that the main target was not merely the ex-
precisely
bourgeois forces within the Communist Party and
especially in its leadership, who were attempting
a capitalist restoration.

It became crystal clear to Mao and the revolu-
tionaries in the Chinese Communist Party that
the Chinese Revolution was reaching a critical
juncture and that if something wasn't done the
capitalist roaders would inevitably seize power.
As Mao wrote in 1963, if the Party did not pay at-

‘tention to class struggle, “‘then it would not be

tong, perhaps only several years or a decade, or
several decades at most, before a counter-
revolutionary  restoration on a national scale

~would inevitably occur .

"Of course, the class’ struggle between the. pro-
letariat and the bourgeonsue had been very sharp
in China since Liberatién, and in that sense the

-Cuitural Revolution was nothing. new. But pre-
. vious struggles had not beén adequate to pre-

vent bourgeors forces in China from gaining in-
creasing positions of power within the Party and
state. Essentlally, the previous struggles between
two lines in the Chinese Communist Party: had

_been resolved by dismissing the 'capitalist.
. roaders from their posts. Often this had been ac- |

companied by attempts at involving the participa-
tion of the masses through mass meetings, de-
monstrations and the like. But, as in.the Soviet
Union under Stalin, the suppression of capitalist
elements had never been conducted primarily by

'.the masses themselves, even though this had

been combined with education among the
masses and had their support.
As we have seen in earlier chapters dealmg

with the class struggle under socialism in the

Soviet Union, the method of handling the fight
against capitalist roaders mamly from above”,
failed to temper the working class and the
masses of people in the heat of battle and to ful-

ly combat one .of the main pillars of bourgeois

ideology—that the masses cannot take matters
mto ‘therr own -hands, .but must rely on a few
“saviors' and *‘geniuses’’ to solve their problerns




5 and protect their mterests v

_'While stfuggle “at the . top” ‘succeeded in
iehmrnatmg certain individual counter-
? revolutronarres who posed an immediate threat to
"‘proletarlan rule and’ socrahsm it did - not
thoroughly enable the masses of people to learn
. through " their. own'. experience in struggle—
"',gurded by a Marxrst Lemmst line and
v and political line of these reactionaries’ was"A‘lso
it did not solve the problem of training . revotu—
’.ﬁtronary successors for. the proletariat, as Mao
“puts it. So, in the Sovret Union, once a leader. of
‘Stahns ‘stature and prestige dred the’ capital ist
. elements were able to seize power through a
..coup, and then it was they and .not the pro-
_letarian revolutionaries who were able to use the
-offrcral apparatus of the Party and state—to sup-
c _press revo/utronar/es

Early in the course of the Cultural Revolution
:‘(February 1967), . Mao wrote, “In, the ,past_we
waged ‘struggles in. rural areas, in factories, "

. the cultural field, and we carried out the socralrstv

education movement. But all this failed to so|ve
the problem because we did not find a form, a
method, to arquse the broad masses to expose
" our dark aspect openly, in an all-around way. and
from below.” The Cultural Revolution was that
form and method.

It began in 1966 with a vrgorous struggle to
’_\transtorm Pekmg Opera, symphonic music, and
. ballet which had changed very. little during . the
period of socjalism and still essentially reflected
‘the bourgeors and feudal .outlook of the old ex-
" ploiting classes. On May 16, 1966, the Central
Committee .of " the Chrnese Communist Party
. published a “Circular” drawn up under Mao’s
‘personal gurdance which set the general line for
the Cultural revolution. The Circular called for the
unfolding of a vigorous struggle against bourgeois

‘academic authorities, and to repudiate bourgeois .

" ideasinthe realm of education, literature and art.

“In this Circular Mao points out that To
;achreve this it is at the same time necessary to
‘criticize and repudiate those representatrves of
the bourgeorsre who have sneaked into the party
the government, the army and all spheres of
culture .... Some are still trusted by us and-. are
, being trarned as' successors, persons. like
‘Khrushchev for example, who are still nestlmg
beside us.” Thus, -the Cultural Revolution was,
from the first, not simply a movement to criticize

“bourgeois ideology and. bourgeois represen- -

. tatives in the field of culture ‘education, etc.; but
.a revolutronary struggle directed at overthrowmg
_people in_high places.in the Party and state who
. had actually entrenched themselves in power in
. many spheres of socrety—though they had_ not
'yét seized control of the whole state apparatus
and actually begun restoring capitalism. ,
‘In’ August 1966, a woman student at Pe ln
“University ‘put up a b|g character poster CI'ItICJZ-
ing the "director of the school and acecusing. him
ot followrng the caprtalrst road. Not many days

‘renegades who.  were attemptmg to
‘capttalrsm

“tmg out of hand,

o
T
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tater the poster came to the attention of Mao
who had it published in the daily press. By the
next mornmg the walls of Peking University were
‘covered with .posters criticizing the bourgeois

,.Irne in education, and struggling out . different

‘ideas. In a very short time such posters ‘could be
seen all over China, in every school factory
commune and institutior. :
In addrtron to the big character posters huge
ldebates took. ptace in which the burning ques-
“tions of the. Cuitural Revolution were battled out.

_Officials, some of whom were actually counter—
" revolutionaries and others of whom were honest
;_(but had made serious mistakes and fallen under

f"revrsronrst influence, were called before mass

‘meetings and forced to answer to the cntrcrsms i
“of the people. |

_ Millions of revolutionary young people camé to

';Peklng where they were greeted by Mao himself
..and encouraged to continue making revolutron -

. s right to rebel agarnst reactionaries,” Mao
totd these “Red Guards”, and this became a
'rallying cry -of the Cultural Revolution. . The
Cultural Revotutron ‘was- not a ‘‘clever scheme
by Mao to axe his rivals in Party leadershrp as
+the bourgeois * scholars slander, but a means of
_unleashing the power of the masses, of enabling
“them to strike back at the abuses and reactionary

pohcres of the revisionists that were oppressmg
‘ them, and to smash the ‘‘headguarters” of these
restore

For a. perrod of trme the face of China was
marked by fremendous upheaval. Virtually ,every
“cadre of the Communist’ Party, at all levels, came
_under the closest scrutiny of the masses. Every
aspect of society was criticized and struggled
~over. Formal education came to’ a standstill, and

in many places productron was dusrupted for cer-

“tain periods. The agents of the bourgeoisie, once.
" the fire .came close to them, a?tempted to spht
. the masses into hostile organizations and direct
_the attention of the masses against each other,
~and_in some cases honest revolutionaries were
wrongly accused of berng counter-
.. revolutionaries.

" The revisionists c!amored that things were get-
just as reactionary forces
a!ways do when the masses rise up in struggle.
" But, as Mao had. written about the peasant upris-
‘ing in Hunan Provrnoe 40 years earlier,

g

. “Proper limits have to be exceeded in order to right

_a wrong, or else the wrong cannot be righted.
' Those who talk dbout the peasants ‘going too far’
seem at first to be different ‘from. those who say it's
ternble" as mentroned -earlier, but in essence they

‘ proceed from the same- $tandpoint and likewise
. voice a landlord theory that upholds the mterests of

the pnvr/eged c/asses

" 'Even some honest but mrsgurded people ‘were
temporarrly sucked into the line that "It's’ terrible!”,
_ that the Cultural revolution was “going too far.”

In_the midst of all this turmoil, however, Mao and

“
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' fhe proletarian headquarfers in the Party
summed up that the situation in.China had never

before been so excellent! The fierce struggle, the.

twists and turns of the movement, became one of
the greatest schools of Marxusm Lemmsm the
world has ever seen.

In January 1967, the struggle reached a new
stage when revolutionaries in Shanghai built an
alliance, of revolutionary mass drganizations, 'the
People's Liberation Army, and the revolutionary
cadres of the Party to seize power from the

Shanghai Municipal Party Committee which had

_been dominated by capitalist roeaders. For the
“first time in_the history of the socialist system,
the masses of people had overthrown part of the
‘state apparatus which no longer served
socialism, by direct action and from below! Mao
and the Central Committee summed up the ex-
perience of the January Uprising in Shanghai
and -calted on revolutionaries to unijte to seize

. power throughout China and regain control of all" .

institutions usurped by the capitalist roaders. -
Following the seizure of power by the masses
in those institutions in which the p'roletariat had
lost power, and developing concurrently with the
movement to seize power, was the process.the
Chinese . refer to .as ‘'struggle, criticism,

transformation’—the process of further revolu--

tionizing the relations of production to more fully
correspond to the forces of production and

transformmg the superstructure to more fully -

reﬂect the socialist economic base. This process
is still going on in China and will continue in dif-

“ferent forms. through many different struggles. -

Many of the questions of how to wage class
strugg|e under socialism and prevent capitalist
restoration are still unanswered by the Chihese
experience, or answered only tentatively.
Nevertheless, it is possible to’ see the tremendous
‘changes which have taken place in China as a
. result of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion:
1. Education

.The process of educating the youth plays a
crucial role in any society.
education serves essentially to inculcate young
people with the ideology of the bourgeoisie and
to train them with the necessary skills and

* . knowledge to serve the capitalists (though the

kind of practical’ training differs according to the
kind of ‘‘service”—in other words,

education must help train successors to the pro-
letarian. revolution ‘as well as impart the
knowledge and skills necessary to further de-
velop the socnahst economy 'and the productive
forces.

When the country was liberated in 1949, China
inherited its educational system from the old
society. Until the Cultural Revolution, education,
- especially higher education, remained much the
''same as it had been before Liberation and in
many. ways was similar to education-in Western
capitalist society. Entrance to the universities was

: v

In bourgeois society

it is different
for different classes). Under the socialist system

———

determined by exams, a practice which; as.in our
country, effectively eliminated the vast majority of
the sons and daughters of working people.

The umversmes themselves were dominated by
bourgeois ‘‘authorities” who did their ;best to
make schooling more complicated than it-needed
to be, stressed bourgeois ideas of trying to make
a ‘“career” for oneself, and generally separated -
theory from practice—that is separated sc:ence
from productlon and social science from class
struggle. Professors who had rarely, if ever, seen
the inside of a steel plant, and who certainly had
never labored .there; lectured. on the process of
making steel. Teachers lectured on agriculture

.Who (as it later turned out when they went to do

work in the fields as-a result of the Cultural
Revolution). dndnt know how to plant crops nght
side up.

In general, the faculty of the schools, desplte
the fact that many if not, most sincerely support-

. ed’ the socialist system, carried on in the tradi-

tional bourgeois way. The system of education
was completely out of whack with .the new
socialist order. ‘ . ,

Students and young people generally played a
crucial role in the Cultural Revolution as
pathbreakers, daring to challenge reactionary
bourgeois authorities. But the students, limited
by their relationship to production and weak-
nesses in. their ideological stand flowing from
their position in society, were nbt able to com-
plete the transformation of the educational
system by themselves. And, in the final analysis,
the revisionist line in education could be defeat-
ed only by mass struggle throughout socnety to
rout the bourgeois headquarters. -

At a certain point in the Cultural Revolution,
Mao called on the workers, peasants and fighters
in the People’'s Liberation Army (PLA) to take
command of the schools. This was a key part of
safeguarding and strengthening the dictatorship
of the proletariat, and was a direct expression of
the policy formulated by Mao in the call that
“The working class must exercise leadership in
everything.” _

One of the first tasks of the workers, peasants
and PLA fighters in exercising leadéership in the
schools was to assist the students and revolu-
tionary sections of the facuity in forging a revolu-
tionary alliance and to put an end to the fierce
battles going on within the ranks of the student
rebels in many places (some of these battles, in-
cluding ones that involved heavy physical com-
bat, were later proven to.have been instigated by’
counter-revolutionaries). Thirty thousand workers
were rallied behind Mao’s call to take control of
the campus of Tsinghua University, a technical
school near Peking, and to put an end to the
state of warfare that existed there.

A number of workers were killed and 'many
others wounded by students misled by counter-
revolutionaries into fanatical factionalism. But the
workers did -not retaliate. Instead they won the
students over, convincing them to put down their



arms. and go over to the method of »deologlcal

struggle, by using this method thémselves while
. actually ‘ducking bullets and other weapons at
- times. This was a tremendousty inspiring exam-
ple of putting politics in command ‘and a
powerful demonstration of why the working class
must exercise leadership in everything!

Once the working class had taken control at -

Tsmghua and other- educataon,al institutions, Mao
called. on representatives of the workers to stay
permanently in the schools and help further re-
volutionize them. Since that" time profound
. changes have taken place in China’s educational
system
The old system of exams has been tossed out

the window. Today, after completing middle ',
school -(high school), all young people in China -

go to work in the factories, on the communes, or
in the army for a minimum of two years. Ad-
mission to- universities is then based largely on
the recommendation of one’s fellow workers,
'who look - at the applicant’s attitude toward
manual labor, his or her class stand and en-
thusiasm in building socialism as key standards
to judge whether he or she will make a good
choice for a university student. Students recom-
mended and finally selectéd are those who their
. fellow workers and the Party feel will use their
education to advance socialist revolution and not
" to build their individual careers.

The content of studies in the schools has also
changed dramatically. The period of schooling
has been shortened and  the course matter
simplified. Today the universities concentrate on
science, engineering and. technology, as well as
the study of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought, closely linked with practical struggle.
-Such things as philosophy, literature and art are
also taught, but these subjects are no longer the
private property of .“educated” people alone.

They have become the property of the entire .
Chinese people. The guiding principle of educa-.

tion .is to link theory with practice, and t6 make
further strides in overcoming the contradiction
between mental and manual labor, while training
skilled personnel to contribute to socialist con-
struction and successors of the working class to
continue making socialist revolution.

Now when students learn the science of fertiliz-
ing crops, for example, they learn by doing as
well as studying. They do everything from the
gathering of manure to working .in chemical
fertilizer plants. Thus, the knowledge they gain is
. all-sided and is directly linked with the needs and
experiences of the workers and peasants in
building socialism.

‘Not only are students for the umvers;tles now
chosen from among the workers, peasants and

- soldiers, but other workers play a very important.

role in the class room. They are frequently invit-
~ed to talk from their own experience on the
scientific and technical subjects being studied,
but even more than that to help revolutionize the
ithinking of ‘the students by speaking to them
about the class struggle about the old socuety

I

'in" the sphere of the superstructure, an:
" relations-of production—in dealing with the con-
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and.- by helpmg the. students to grasp the fun-
damental principles and profound significance of

Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought.

The relationship between students and
teachers has also been radically changed. No .
longer are teachers the unquestioned rulers of
the class room. Criticism and struggle among

_teachers and students has replaced biind obe-

dience. This, too, is & product and reflection of

~ the exercise of Ieadershsb by the working class in

education and ail spheres of society, of the
breaking down, under this leadership, of the
bourgeocis structure’of “authority”, and reliance,
in its place; on ideological and political line.
These great changes in education represent a
decisive defeat for the bourgeoisie, and a great
advance for the proletariat, in the class struggle,
in ‘the.

tradiction between mental and manual labor in

“particular’ This in turn has pushed forward the

development of the forces of production, spur-
ring production ‘and scientific experimentation.
But these are only beginning steps and only-an
initial advance in the long and complicated class
struggle to completely transform society -and
eventually. wipe out the class contradtct«ons re-
sulting from capltahsm

2. The Relationship Between Town and Country

The division between the cities and the coun-
tryside is one of the major contradictions that
has to be resolved in making the transition to
communism. The cities in China today, as in the

.Soviet Union under Lenin and Stalin, are charac-

terized by a more advanced mode of production
and relations of production. The dominant form
of socialist ownership in the cities is state
ownership of ‘industry, while in ‘China’'s coun-
tryside socialist ownership is at a lower stage,
collective ownership by the people’s communes,
which each own a part of the land and sell their -
products to the state—a form of commodity ex-
change. o

Agriculture in Chma is still characterized by re~
latively-backward forces of production; there is
still little mechanization, though it is beginning to
develop on a broader scale. To make the transi-
tion to full state ownership will require a long
period of difficult struggle, to develop- the pro-

‘ductive forces in agricutture, build industry in.the

countryside, and strengthén the proletarian con-

sciousness of the masses of peasants..

This -can be done only in planned harmony
with the development of industry in the cities and
the raising of the class consciousness of the.
workers through the course .of class struggle, the

" struggle for production and scientific experimen-

tation. As we noted earlier, the complete transi-
tion to communism can only be carried through
on the basis of overcoming the contradiction
between . the workers and peasants, as well as
between town and country (and between mental
and manual labor) so that everyone in society will



have become conscious commumst-workers, and
the basis of class dwrsron in socrety wm have
been eliminated.

The. Cultural . Revolutlon has provrded a
powerful impetus for = further revolutronrzmg
China's countryside for. strengthening ‘the-

" worker-peasant allrance and for making greater
.strides toward the eventual elimination of distinc-
tion between cities and the rural areas. An impor-
tant part of this has been the polrcy of sending
large numbers of young peoplé in the cities to
the countryside after they complete their middle '
school education. This has had at Ieast three’ Jim-
portant effects.

First, it integrates these young: people with-the
great masses. of
" ‘approximately 80% of whom are still peasants—
.and- links ‘them closely with agrrculturat produc-
tion, which is the basis of the. economy {while in-
dustry is the leading factor)—agriculture provides

- raw materials and markets for industry, while in-
dustry - supplies -agriculture - with. the. means. of
mechanization (all - of ‘this regulated' by sociahst
planning, not a capitalistmarket). - |

-Second, the influx. of educated young people
helps provide the countryside with people with
basic technical  training - and . therefore. aids:. in
mechamzmg agriculture and building up industry
in the” rountryside. And third, this policy helps to
reverse the movement of population -from the
countryside .to- the cities; ‘a ch‘aractenstrc of
capitalism  that will- “spontaneously’: persist un-
der socialism unless consciously combatted. with
socialist planning and principles. In fact, until. the

Cultural Revolution this pattern -did . persist: .in
China, but now :the cities of China have a stable

_population, and in some cases have decreased in
-population, - while population-is -growing--at -a
ptanned rate im the countrysrde and the border
regrons S

- Encouraging the development of smatl scale in-
'~dustry on the people’s communes had 'been- a
‘policy of the Communist Party since the period
‘of the Great Leap Forward. But under-the fiberat-
‘ing influence of the Cultural ‘Revolution, the pro-
‘cess of building industry by relying on local in-
‘itiative -and utilizing local resources took: great
strides. Large numbers of factories have been set
‘up in the rural areas, prtmarrly to aid-agricutture
(fertilizer and pump factories, et¢.), and to serve
‘the needs of the peasants (for example small
text|le plants).- !

. The tremendous changes that have taken place
in Chinese medicine, which never cease to
amaze foreign visitors, have also had profound
effects on.China's countrysrde and contribute to
eventually overcoming the contradrctron between
town and country and between ‘mental’ and
manual labor. In addrtron to full scale dOCtors
huge numbers of what the Chmese call “barefoot
doctors” have been trained to handie most of the
- health needs of the Chinese peasants, curing
common ilinesses, settmg ‘broken bones, dis-
semrnatrng birth control mformatlon etc And the

#

the ' Chinese . people— -

: hosp:tals and chnrcs

more geared to meetmg
the needs of the pea ts. At the same time,. the
university-trained doctors take part in productlon
together ‘with  the peasants‘ In " this way the
hourgeois ‘division” of labor™ is attacked. ' from
o sides’-—peasants, are trained as, doctors

whﬂe doctors work in the frelds and Iearn from :

the peasants

3) therature and Art

As/ pointed out earlier, one of the flrst targets
of .the Cultural Revolution was the field of

literature and art. Many fields of art were virtually.

unchanged .since .before . Liberation, including.
Peking Opera,. symphonic: music, the balet, etc.

Ancient themes and foreign bourgeois works and -
the old “ exploiting classes.
dominated the stage. The: counter-revolutionaries:
who Had wormed into the Communist Party did:
their.best to prevent: the . revolutionization. .of-
literature and art and used.their.-monopoly of the.

characters - from

stage and the print shops -to try to create public

opinion for the restoration of capitalism. Thinly.

veiled attacks on. socialism, -the Party -and Mao:
appeared in the form of historical writings and
plays.

- In addition to the counter revolutlonanes who
tried to exercise dictatorship over literature and
art, there were Iarge numbers of writers and
artists ‘who, while sincerely - supportlng ‘the
soctalist state, nevertheless-had not yet broken

- ideologically with the-old society. The revisionists

. People’s Army. Land\ords capitalists and coun- -

,

discouraged the remoldmg of writers and artrsts
and hoped to use them as a socral base for
capltalrst restoratron '

The struggle in the sphere of literature and art'
was one of the key battles in the Cultural Revolu-
tion’ and through this struggle’ great ~advances
have been made 'in creatrng rnew works of
literature and art that truly serve the interests of
the workers and peasants in making -revolution

and building socialism. Such operas as ‘‘Takihg

Trger Mountain by Strategy” and “The ‘Red Lan-
tern”, and. revolutronary ballets like “The Red
Detachment of Women’ have transformed art ac-
cording to the outlook. of the proletariat, replac-
ing the old ‘“‘heroes’™ on the stage—emperors,’
landlords beauties and ghosts—with truly heroic
rmages of workers, peasants, ‘and soldiers ‘of the

ter-revolutionaries still 'appear in these models of

prol'etarian art, but they do not occupy “‘center -
-stage.” They are presented as objects of the con-

tempt and hatred of the masses—struck down by
the. revolutlonary struggle of the people.
The: changes in literature and art have ‘also

been seen . in the further integration of the arts

with the Irfe of the. people... Now symphomes,
gymnastic 'teams, drama troops and ~other
cultural workers actively seek out the people,
performing -in the factories, .communes, parks,
etc: And cultural workers. take part in_production
and learn from the worklng people in the pro-
céss T o

s
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At the same timé, new writers and artists have
come forward from the ranks of the workers -and
peasants and throughout China art and cultural
groups are flourishing among the workmg peo-
ple, alongsrde the regular art and cultural
workers. This, too, is a further step.in breaking
‘down the division between professronal" artlsts
and the masses of people.

But the class struggle in the’ sphere .of
literature, art-and culture generally is still very
sharp, and in ‘one form or other, the bourgeoisie
attempts to re-.assert its influence "in ‘this sphere

and drive the proletariat off the stage. The class
struggle "here -is. particularly acute,” because art -

and- culture are tremendous weapons .in-'the
- hands of any class in putting forward.its world
_ outlook- and - creating public ' opinion. The
bourgeoisie can use -literature and. art to put
~ forward its reactronary outlook - and. policies,

spreadmg in subtle ways reactronary ideas that it
cannot overtly propagate.

The proletariat cannot rule and transform
society according to its outlook if it does not
have hegemony in literature and -art, because as
Mao Tsetung explained, more than 30 years ago
in his talks at. the Yenan Forum on Literature and
-Art ¢

A"Although man’s social life is the only source of
literature -and art and . is incomparably livelier and

richer in content, the people are.not satisfied with

life alone; and demand literature and art as well.
Why? Because, while both are beautiful, life as
reflfected in works of literature and art can and
ought to be on a higher plane, more intense, more
concentrated, more typical, nearer the ideal and
therefore more universal than actual everyday life.
Revolutionary _literature and -art' should create a

variety- of .characters out of real life and help the -

masses propel history forward. ... In the world to-
day all culture, all literature and art belong to de-
finite classes and are geared to définite political
lines. There is:in fact no such thing as art for art’s
sake, art that stands above classes, art that is de-
tached from or independent of palitics ... Politics,
whether revolutionary -or counter-revolutionary, is the
struggle of class against class, not the activity. of a
few individuals. The revolutionary struggle on.the
ldeologrcal and artistic . fronts’ must be subordinate
to  the " political . struggle because only through
politics can the needs of the class and the masses
ﬂnd expressron in concentrated form.”

Al this- i$ why: the class struggle in the sphere
of culture is still very sharp in China today, and
will continue to be one .of the key arenas of
struggle - between Marxism and revisionism,
between the proletariat and the bourggoisie, until
classes and class struggle have drsappeared

4) "‘Grasp‘ Revolutlon, Promote Productrdn”—-—The
Further Revolutlomzlng of the Mode of Production

- One of the main theoretical weapons-of the re-

visionists in the Soviet Union and elsewhere is
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the argument that once the workmg class has .
seized control of the means of production; the
contradiction between the producttive forces and
the relations of productron completely ceases to .
exist. As we saw in earlier chapters, this argu-
ment was repeatedly raised by the capltallst
roaders in - the Sovret Union, 'both before and
after ‘Stalin’s death. ' ,

Stalin argued forcefully against this line mf
Economic ~ Problems of Socialism in the USSR,
published just- one year before his death.. In
answering the revisionist economrst Yaroshenko
Stalin wrote that:

“Our present relatrons of productron o fu/ly con-
form to the growth of the productive forces and

“help them to advance at seven-league strides. Byt )
-t would be wrong to rest easy. at that and to think

that there are no contradictions between our pro-
ductive forces and the relations of productron

What Stalin says here s es»sentrally' what Mao
- wrote in On the Correct Handling of Contradictions—

that under socialism there is both harmony and
contradiction between the forces and relatlons of ..
production. .

And Stalin warns that farlmg to grasp thls

- would lead to a situation where the ‘‘relations of

production might become a serious brake-on the
further development of the productive forces.”

“But Stalin only implies and does not fully draw

the conclusion that Mao draws—that classes and
class -struggle continue to exist throughout the
socialist period. (Mao, of course, draws on the
experience of the Soviet Union as well as the ex-

_perience of building socialism in China.)

In China it is the fact that the relations of pro-
duction are, “in; the' main, -in harmony with the
forces of -production that accounts for -the

~tremendous growth in production since Libera-

tion. But the relations of production still continue
to lag behind the development of the productive:
forces. Contradictions between mental and
manual labor, the persistence of wages differing
among different workers according to the

- socialist principle of “‘from each according to his

ability, to each according to his work’ (skilled
workers higher paid than less skilled, workers in
heavy industry kigher paid than workers in light

“industry, etc.), the contradiction between workers

and peasants—these - and other distinctions
between people in the productive process are
survivals of the capitalist era and continue to
hold back the development of the.productive
forces.

The revrsromsts try ‘to - blur over these con-

“tradictions; and deny the fact that class struggle

still exists under socialism, is, in fact, what pro-

pels saciety forward and—where the proletariat
“has the upper hand and is in control of society—
. leads to the further development of the produc-
tive forces. Instead, the revisionists argue that

once ownership of the means of production’ has
been socialized, then the only task of the work-
ing class.is to “develop the productlve forces"™— ..
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to produce, in effect for production s sake. But
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as we showed in Chapter Ill, socialism can only
be built and communism reached on the basis of
_the ever—expandlng consciousness of the working
people of the aims and plans of production, and

their.increasing control over the-productive pro- -

cess on this basis. Without this; production as an
end in itself only serves and reflects the interests of
the bourgeoisie and capitalism.

In China the revisionist line on production was
vigorously promoted by Liu Shiao-chi and was
revived, after Liu's downfall, by 'Lin Piao and
‘- Chen Po-ta, who tried to say that the main con-
- tradiction in China was not that between the pro-
" letariat and the bourgeoisie, but “between the
advanced socialist system and the backward
economic base.” This is nothing but the
bourgeois method of mechanical materialism and
its “theory of productive forces”, which is upheld
_by the revisionists, Trotskyites-and other agents
of the bourgeoisie in the revolutionary ranks.

This “theory” says that a high level of deveiop-
ment of the productive forces automatically leads
‘to socialism.and communism and, convetsely,
where the productive forces are still on a re-
latively low level of development, it is impossible
to build socialism. This negates the experience of
socialist revolution and socialist construction in
Russia and China, and because it liquidates the
dynamic and revolutionary factor of ‘the. people
themselves, and hence eliminates the need for
class struggle and revolution.

The Cultural Revolution struck a powerful bod'y

blow at this bourgeois line. The Cultural Revolu-.

tion unleashed.a torrent of mass criticism and
struggle against -such things as reliance on
material incentives and one-man management in
the plants. This struggle was,” in the final
analysis, directed against the capitalist roaders
who were undermining control of production by
the working class.

Criticism is a form of destruction, and as Mao
has stresSed, ‘‘without destruction there can be
no construction.” With' the dethronement of
capitalist roaders and mass repudiation of their
bourgeois methods, the working class was faced
with the crucial task of further revolutionizing the
relations of production—of developing new
methods of running the enterprises and the

whole of China’s economic life in a way which

~ more fully corresponds to socialist ownership of
the means of production and the development of
modern industry and agriculture. The process of
developing these. forms and methods through
continuing class struggle has not yet been com-

pleted, and cannot be completed as long as the’

class contradictions remain, but many of the
changes that have already been made get at the
essence of what the Cultural Revolution was all
about,*

Today in China, administrative and technical .

personnel are required to participate in collective
labor. This takes the form of working a few days
. a week, or a few months a year, on the assembly
line, or in the countryside, The workers and

" peasants are encouraged and led by the Party to

criticize  mistakes of the administrators and
leaders, either by talking with them individually,
at public meetings, and through posting written
criticisms. Workers in a plant will discuss pro-
duction quotas and make criticisms or suggest
modifications.

The system of:bonuses to disguise piece work
etc., has been eliminated. The salary gap. between
administrative and techmcal personnel. and the
rank and file workers is being progressively nar-
rowed. Forms of more collective management,
for example the revolutionary committees or
workers’ management teams, have been de-
veloped, and their members are chosen through
the joint consultation of the workers and the Par-
ty committee. The system of work rules has been
revamped and many unnecessary bureaucratic
restrictions and ‘“‘red tape’ have been scraped.

- All'of these revolutionary changes have had the
effect of liberating the productive forces. Since
the Cultural Revolution the rate of development
of industry in China has greatly increased and
both the quantity and quality of goods has im-
proved. Once the working people firmly regained
the initiative they succeeded.in making many

- technical innovations and improvements. Story

after story is reported in Chinese literature of
how workers invented new machinery and
manufactured it from scrap materials, how whole
new products have been created out of what was
formerly “waste.”

In addition to the workers coming forward dai-
fy in the course of their work to bring up sugges-
tions for producing things -more quickly and effi-
ciently, teams have been set up which combine
technical personnel with revolutionary cadres
and veteran workers to develop new processes.

~Once certain. bourgeois ideas were overcome,

like “'this is impossible because it has never been
done before”’, or “they don’t do it this way in the
‘advanced’ countries”, the workers accomplished
things that all of the bourgeois “‘experts” claimed
were impossible—like buitding a 10,000-ton ship in
39 days on a dry dock equipped only for 5,000-ton
ships.

All these and many other advances are living
proof of the correctness of the socialist principle
of putting ‘‘politics in command”, as formulated
by Mao Tsetung. It is a big defeat for the
bourgeoisie and its revisionist hacks who claim
that nothing can get done unless profit-is put in
command, as the revisionists have done in the.
Soviet Union in restoring capitalism.

We have seen in previous chapters that under
socialism, it is still necessary to take into account
the profitability of various enterprises. But this is
a necessity that the working class strives to con-
stantly limit and finally eliminate in the advance
toward communism. And while in socialist socie-
ty it is necessary, in general, for enterprises to
make a profit so the state can accumulate more
funds for the development of production, it is
just as true that the question of profit can and

;
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must be subordinated to the needs of the people

~and the long term tasks of socialist construction.

For example, it may be necessary for industry
producing agricultural machinery—tractors and
the like—to function at a loss for. an extended

-period of time to further the mechanization of
agriculture and solldrfy the worker peasant al- .
" liance.

This is possibie under socialism, where the
working class, through its state power, collective-
ly controls the surplus of society and assigns it

to the different branches of the economy and

particular enterprises .on the basis of an all-
around socialist ptan. But it is impossiblg by put-
ting profits, instead of the revolutionary politics
of the working/class, in command. This can lead
to capitalism and therefore to constant disloca-
tions in the economy and anarchy of production.

The Cultural Revolution also affected the refa-

tionship between different industrial enterprises.
and between industry and the peopie as‘a whole.

Once the concept of. putting profits in command
was smashed, the factories were able to produce
what the needs of socialist construction required,
even if in certain instances it was ‘‘unprofitable.”
Workers from one factory now visit another that,
say, buys machinery from the first factory. They ex-
amine how the machines they produced are
working out, ask the workers in the other plant
for criticism and go back to hold discussions in
their own plant on how to further improve the
equupment

Factories producmg consumer goods solicit
opinions directly from the masses on what new
products are needed, what criticisms people have
of the existing goods, and so on. One example
which illustrates this was a factory that produced
rain coats. Workers from the plant visited a com-

© - mune where the peasants were planting rice and

observed that the ends of the coats dragged in
the water. As a result, they returned to the plant
and put in another set of buttons that could be
used to keep the coat out of the mud. And all of
this is carried out within the overall socialist
plan, by relying on the masses, putting politics in

command and breaking through the separation of

working people from each other in the process
of producing so that they can increasingly pro-

- duce consciously to contribute to socialist re-

volution.

It would.be possiblé to fill up volumes dealing
with the near miracles that the Chinese working
class has been able to accomplish, just since the
Cultural Revolution began. The point is that it is

" revolution—that s, criticizing the old ideas and

habits, seizing back that part of power usurped
by the capitalist roaders, further transforming the
relations of production and carrying forward the
struggle in the superstructure—that has un-
leashed the creative power of the masses fo

further liberate and develop the productive'

forces.
The tremendous advance in developing pro-

duction in the wake of the Cultural Revolution is

living proof that the slogan, ‘“‘grasp revolution,
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promote production”, correctly expresses the re-
lationship between the relations of production”
and the productive forces and is a powerful. re-
futation of the revisionist ‘‘theory of the produc-
tive forces.” If the working class has state power
it will 'be able to transform the face of society
and develop the economy rapidly, even if it starts
out without a single steel mill. If the working
class loses state power all the advanced produc-
tive facilities will simply be transformed into the
capital of a new bourgeousre to exploit the work-
ing class. Karl Marx wrote that ‘‘the greatest pro-
ductive: power is the revolutionary class itself.”
The Cultural Revolution -<in China is living proof

- of this.

SUMMARY
The main lessons of the Cultural Revolutlon can

- ‘be summarized as follows:

1. The Cultural Revolution demonstrated that
the method for preventing capitalist restoration
and for regaining power in those institutions
where the bourgeoisie has usurped control is the
method - of mass revolutionary struggle and
seizure of power from below.

2. The Cultural Revolution was a tremendous
struggle to rectify the Communist Party. By
arousing the masses and . encouraging their
criticism, Mao and the profetarian headquarters -
‘n the Party were able to isolate and defeat the-
bourgeois headquarters, weed out counter-
revolutionaries and degenerate elements, bring
fresh blood into the Party, and strengthen the
ideological and political unity of the Party.

3. The Culturai Revolution demonstrated the
necessity for the working class to exercise dic-
tatorship in all fields, including all aspects of the
superstructure—education, literature and art, etc.

4. The Cultural Revolution prowded powerful
proof of the Marxist-Leninist’ principle that
socialist construction must be carried out by rely-

- ing on the masses, and putting proletarian

politics in command, as expressed in the slogan,
‘“grasp revolution, promote production,” sum-

- marizing the correct relationship between the re-

lations of production and the forces of produc-
tion.

5. The Cultural ‘Revolution was ‘a great ex-
ercise in proletarian democracy in which the
masses themselves struggled out what was right
and wrong, criticized everything they felt was not
in their interests, and exercised supervnsuon over
the Party and state.

6. The Cultural Revolution was a profound
education for the masses of Chinese people who
deepened their grasp of Marxism-Leninism in the
course of fierce and complicated mass struggle.
And this was a great school of class warfare for
training successors to the revolution. ‘

This last point is crucial. Without strengthening
their ability to determine genuine from sham
Marxism, the masses of Chinese people could

‘not have identified the bourgeois headquarters.

and smashed it, they could not, in the final
analysis, have prevented capitalist restoration and
seized back power from below.
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Through the many twists and turns of the
Cultural Revolution, everyone, revolutionary and
counter-revolutionary alike, spoke in the name of
Mao Tsetung. But the problem was to figure out
what line represented Mao Tsetung Thought—the
outlook and interests of the proletariat—and
which - represented the bourgeoisie and fe-
visionism, disguising itself as Mao Tsetung
Thought. ) .

And this has been proven to be all the more

crucial, since Lin Piao, Chen- Po-ta and others -

used the struggle against Liu Shao-chi as a cover
to build up their own bourgeois headquarters.
© After Liu was overthrown, and the Cultural

Revolution was consolidated on a certain level at -
the Ninth Congress of the Chinese Communist
Party in 1969, the struggle against Lin Piao and

his clique became very acute. Lin Piaoc even went
so far as attempting to assassinate Mao.

But Lin failed, was exposed and died in. a
~.plane crash in September 1971 while fleeing
China. In the three years since then, the struggle
against revisionism, and the mass movement to
carry forward and build on the lessons of the
Cultural Revolution, has continued in new forms,
now concentrating in the campaign to Criticize
Lin Piao and Confucius.

And the key lesson that was emphasized at the
Tenth Party Congress in 1973, summing up the
. two-line struggles in the Chinese revolution (the
struggle between the bourgeois and proletarian
lines, between Marxism and revisionism, within
the Communist Party) was, in the words of Mao
Tsetung, “‘the correctness or incorrectness of the
ideological and political line decides everything.”

As the example of Lin Piao shows, the Cultural
Revolution did .not and could not prevent the

1
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restoration of capitalism once and for all, or rout
the revisionists for all time. As Mao emphasized
repeatedly during the Cultural Revolution, there
will be-a need for ‘many such revolutions in the '
future, because, as he had already summed up in
1962, socialist society covers a considerably long -
historical perjod. In the historical”

“period of socialism, there are still classes, class
contradictions, and class struggle, there is the
,struggle between the saocialist road, the capitalist
road, and there is the danger of capitalist restora-
tion. We must recognize the protacted and complex
nature of this struggle. We must- heighten our
vigilance. We must correctly understand and handle
class contradictions and class struggle distinguish
the contradictions between- _ourselves and the
‘enemy from those among the people and handfe
them correctly. Otherwise a socialist country like
ours will turn into its opposite and degenerate, and
‘a capitalist restoration will take place. From now on
we must remind ourselves of this every year, every
~mornith, and every day so that we can retain a rather
sober understandlng of this problem and have a
Marxist-Leninist line.”

The negative expenence of the Soviet Union is
clear proof of this. .But, even more importantly,
the tremendously positive experience of the
Cultural Revolution and the continuing mass
struggle against capitalist roaders and the
bourgeoisie in every sphere in China shows that
the working class not only can .conquer power
and begin the process of socialist transformation,
but can continue to« make revolution, advance
along the socialist road and lead mankind
throughout the world in reaching communism.



