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THE"(DNHLNIST FEDERATION OF BRITAIN (MARXIST-LENINIST)

The Counmmlst Federation of Brltazn (Marxlst-Lenlnlst) ‘holds that the
”;central task in Britain today is:to build the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist

i Communist Party, the party of the working class. This revolutionary Communist
© Party ‘must umite the various struggles of the working class into a struggle
S0 for .the revolutlonary ‘overthrow of the monopoly capitalist state to set up a
-{fdzccatOtsth of the proletarlat and bu11d genulne working class socialism.

%._ The Party must be consttucted by Ldeologlcal, political and organlsatlonal
‘struggle. By a bold internal struggle the CFB(M-L) has recently decisively
defeated serious opportunlst errors. One of these was liberalism, which

-refuses to stand up boldly for what is in the interests of the working class,
‘but believes in unprincipled peace to keep on good terms with everyonme.. As
a. result of the internal struggle the CFB(M-L) has taken important steps
away from federallsm and towards a united and democratic-centralist Party.

-~ The CFB(M-L) is self-re11ant in Patty-buzldlng but it will not be self-
"sufficient: where it can learn from other British ‘Marxist-Leninist organis-
‘ations it will do so. We must break down ‘the small group mentality which’
exists ‘between: Marxist-Leninist organisations in Britain, and struggle for
unlty on. correct prlnclples so as to build the revolutionary Communist Party

. as fast as poss1b1e.~

- We have - to apply the general truths ‘of Marxism-Leninism to the concrete
practlce of the British revolutlon. In the contradiction between theory and
»pracczce, at present theory is:the’ pr1nc1pa1 aspect. However practlce is an
important second. Training and tempering comrades in practical work is
'essentlal to bulld the revolutxonary Commnnlst Party.

The most xmportant practzcal task is to buxld bases in the industrial
_,work;ng class. This will make sure that the future Marx1st-Len1n1st Party
~is'a firm proletatlan party with deep and unshakable roots in the working

Class. - .
‘BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY TO LEAD THE REVOLUTION'

For information about the Communist"“Federation of Britain contact:-

National Secreiéry

“¢/o New Era Books
203 Seven Sisters Road
“ London N4.

For criticisms, correspondence or contributions to ‘Revolution’ write to:-

The #ditors "Revolution’

¢/o New Era Books
203 Seven Sisters Road

London N4.
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-«dram, and without contradictions being resolved. Articles were written in . =

INTRODUCING 'REVOLUTION'

Building the revolutionary Communist Party to lead the revolution is the ..~
central task for all genuine Marxist-Leninists in Britain today. 'Revolution",:
the theoretical journal of the Communist Federation of Britain (Marxist— -
Leninist) has been founded to-be a sharp weapon in the struggle to build -
that Party. : Lo

"If there is to be a rvevolution then there must be a revolutionary party
Without a revolutionary party built on the Marxist-Leninist revolutio
ary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary style, 1t 19 .0
tmpossible to lead the working class and the broad masses of the people
in defeating imperialism and ite vunning dogs™. i
('Quotations from Mao Tse-~tung!, pl).

Unless we firmly grasp the profound truth of this thesis and really put - -
party building first then there can be no revolutionary party and therefore
no revolution. Not putting party building first is objectively condemning
the working class and the p&6ple of Britain to continued exploitation, .
oppression and enslavement by British imperialism, b

A Marxist-Leninist theoretical jourmal that veally fights for revolution-: ' .°
ary communism has for long been an urgent need in Britain. It has been an urgen
need because Marxist-Leninist theory in Britain is weak. Communism in . .
Britain ig in what Lenin called "a period of theorétical chaes", At a -
similar stage of Party building to ‘our own Lenin said: - - sl

"Without a wevolutionary theowy there can be no revolytionary mavement,
This thought cannot be insisted upon too strongly at a time when the:
fashiondble preaching of opportunism goes hand in hand with an L

Unfatdation with the narrouest forms of practieql activity'l.:
(‘What Is To Be Done', Péking edition, p28).

'Revolution' will fight for the idedlogy and poiitics of Marxism~Leninisu
‘It will apply Marxist-Teninist theoxy to the concrete problems of Britain,
and the world, In the first place it will do this'by fighting for'the
policies of the CFB(M-L) #nd in tHe second plade it will be an’ arepmaifor:
ideological struggle to develope ‘thdse ‘policies: RN, WAL

The past practice of the CFB(M~L) on publications was. dominated by
essentially right opportunist errors. It did not grasp ;the need for a
propaganda journal which was directly -linked to the main task of party
building, which fought for poligies;. and which gave ja.clear lead. Marxist-
Leninist Quartezly Was produced as a"diseussion'’ journal in which polemics
were begun in an empiricist way, and then ceased, without conclusions being

an“intellqctualistgstyle,iThey did not give a bold lead in- the struggle to .- .
build the patty. The errors of .intellectualism meant that MLQ-took the stand - .
of the intelligentsia, not of the working ciass. -Even.the name, “"Marxist~ DOk
Leninist Quarterly”, sounds like’a review type journal .produced for progress= -~

ive -intellectuals.: For these reasons a clear break with.the past.is.
necessary. § .. 1G < r e

'Revolution'; in eontrast will be.produeed solely in order te build. the RN
party. The CFB(}-L) Will not hide in ivory towers of"‘theory. The-Future party,. ... -

and the Marxist-leninists now, must be ‘tireléssPfighters for the workers and. - .

oppressed nations and peoples of the world. This is why we must grasp the -

truth of Lenin's thesis that "the role of vangiiard “fighter can be fquiZZedffﬁ?i{.f
only by a party that is guided by the ‘most advanced thedry". (‘What Is To
Be Done? Peking edition; p 29). - "~ ° e e e o
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The name of Communist publications is/not of major importance, but-
ghould convey-its.purpose. .We have called our theoretical journal ‘Revolution
because that. is its purpose:. to take part.in the.struggle to build the
tevolutzonary Communist Party. which.will..lead. the. British. working class in
revolutlon, overthrowing. and. smashing. the: bourgeols state machine and

estebllshlng the dictatorship. of.the. proletariat.
oy = The Executive .Committee. of the CoF.Bs (MrL)

EDITORIAL

'Build The Revolutionary.Communist.Party. Te Lead The Revolutlon

The - appearance of this new jourmal, .and the publlcatlon in it of the
line of .the Communist Federation on.Party building are-important steps
towards the building of the revolutlonary Communist Party of Britain. The
adoptlon of this policy.statement is the result of a two line struggle
'inside the CFB between bourgeels ideas and preletarlan ideas. It represents
the vxctory of the line .against right eppertunlst errprs which were-
dominant inout past practice. These errors were liberalism, ultra-
democracy, small group mentality, empxrlclsm and.intellectualism. It clear-
1y states that the principdd.task in Britain today is.te build the new
Marxist-Leninist Communist Party to lead the working class in. the struggle
to overthrow capitalism, The present. stage of. the révolution in Britain is:
to rally the vanguard of the working class, to.win them,to the 1deas of

MBrXLsmrLenlnlsm.

The article which follows the statement. explalns .the two line struggle
which led to the victory of. this. line, . and it struggles -to win gonviction
for the line itself, It ‘atgues. clearly. that the essence .of the struggle
was to transform the. class stand. of. the Communist Federat1one

The present : -task..of the CFB.is to implement thls 11ne by contlnulng the
struggle against bourgeois ideology within our. ranks, by struggllng for.
unity_in the Marxist-Leninist movement, -and by flrmly grasping the task of
building bases. amongst - the WorkLng class.,.

Resignation of the Coventry Group -

The article !Build:the. Revolutxenary Communist.Party To.Lead The v -
Révelution" explalns that in the. course-of«the:two..kine etruggle, aifew.ro
comrades .took: the 1ncorrect atand of refusing tonstruggle against right..
epportunist errors.iTheir liberalism.was. partlcularly demonstrated by. their
refusal to fight for their line at the conference. The. letter to the ~
Coveittry _group published:in thxs.lssue -explains. the ‘realccause .of the sp11t,
‘and the errors made by. the Coventry group and warns that failure 'to correct
these errors will-transform that~group into.a reactionary force, opposed
“to: the interests of the werking classt - Thls letter, with the ‘resignation
 Metter.of the” Coventry group..are. publlshed 80 .as .to.draw firm lines of"
demarcation to educate’ the Marxist-Leninist movement in twe. line struggle =~
and to-prepare the struggle for unity on correct prlnCLPIGSe '

Beidly Combat Soc1a1 Democracy in. the, Struggle -to. Overthrow Capltallsm
Threugh two line struggle in. the Communlst Federatlon, the rlght '

'opporﬁﬁnlst errors which wezre dqunant -in.our past practlce on the

questlen of Socxal Democracy were’ 1dent1f1éd and overthréwh, These errors
‘culmingtéd in'the *"Résolition on the'Ceneral Electioén of October 1974* '
(published in MLQ 8/9) which was overturned by the Natlonal Committee in

March 1976. The statement. 'Boldly Combat Soc1a1 Democracy in- the Struggle
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to Overthrow Capitalism' is the strategic line to guide the necessary attack
pn social democratic ideas and policies. The policy statement and following
articles identify and criticise past errors on this question. At a time when
the TUC leaders have struck a further blow against the working class in the
shape of the recent deal with Healey, social democracy stands further exposed
as the main enemy within the working class movement, and social democrat:

as the main licutenaits of capital and the principal social prop of the
bourgeoisie. The CFB(M-L) statement boldly and correctly points out that

the Labour Party is a bourgeois Party, is the most serious threat to the
working class, and that it must be smashed in the course of building the
revolutionary Communist Party. ’

'Lower and Deeper into the Proletariat' - A Self-criticism

In MLQ 11 an article entitled 'Lower and Deeper into .the Proletariat'
made a bold and generally correct attack on tailism on the question of
social democracy. It gave a good lead on the question of which sections of
the working class are to be regarded as the vanguard. At the same time
serious errors were made in the article. The author has made a self-criticism
concerning these errors which is published in this issue of 'Revolution'.
The “hain errois is that of libéralism, and JT picks out three main weaknesses
which were on page 51 of the original article, the description of the
British pfoletariat as the 'labour aristocracy of the whole world', the
Statement that the proletariat as a whole was corrupted, and the neglect of
the internal contradictions of state monopoly capitalism. The self-criticism
draws clearer lines of demarcation on the question of the material basis of
social democracy which were confused in the earlier article,

MLQ Self-criticism

In MLQ 11 the article 'Oppose Opportunism and Tailism on the Question of
Nationalisation! made a bold criticism of the minority line article
"Natidnalisation'“(MLQ 11, p41-49). In the course of this however, the .
article made the opportunist error of accussing the writers of the minority
article of calling for an ‘intensification of the type of activities ‘that
the working class have undertaken since its creation'. The authors of the
minority article were in fact using the phrase to describe the policies pit
forward by the National Committee of the CFB. The error here was lack of
conscientiousness in studying ‘the section of .the minority article and in
checking the reply to this article after it was written. '

It is important to point out that the main point of this paragraph which
contains the error (MLQ 11,p37) is correct. The writers of the minority -
article”fail to distinguish between the consciously Communist political
struggle of the working class, which must be led by a Marxist-Leninist .
Communist Party, and the spontaneous economic struggle which Lenin character-
ised as 'bourgeois working class politics’. They thus fall into tailism: on
the question of nationalisation and social democracy. R

The Editorial Commi ttee,

He
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BUILD.THE REVOLUTIONARY :COMMUNIST. PARTY..TO LEAD THE REVOLUTION
RESOLUTION OF THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE .
COMMUNIST FEDERATION OF BRITAIN (MARXIST-LENINIST)

A...United States Imperialism and Soviet Social Imperialism, the main
enemies of the peoples and oppressed nations of th world, are in essence
'paper tigers'., The struggles of the world's peoples brings revolution
nearer in the heartlands of imperialism where working class militancy

is rising,

B. 1In Britain, the bourgeoisie holds state power but as the crisis of
imperialism deepens, the objective contradiction between the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat becomes openly antagonistic., We will resolutely
apply the general lessons of Marxism-Leninism to the concrete conditions
in Britain to fulfill our main task: building the Marxist-Leninist '~
Communist Party which willlead the masses in revolutionary struggle,

FEVOLUTION IS THE MAIN TREND IN THE WORLD TODAY!

C. The dominant ideology in Britain is the ideology of the ruling class:

" the bourgeoisie. Bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideology attacks and
infects every class and strata and the Marxist-Leninist movement itself,
We are therefore carrying throdugh active ideological struggle to defeat
bourgeois and petty bourgeois errors which at present are the main
obstacles in the fight for a proletarian line,

D, From its foundation the Federation stagnated, and nearly split on a
number of occasions', This was because we failed to understand that only
active ideological struggle can win principled unity. In the last year
active ideological struggle and bold criticism and self-criticism have won
subsfantiar’cohvictiontthaf.thesé.are,the main“weapons\to-destroy_bourggpis
and petty—bourgeois'errbhs,1SOne“sighifichnt‘victdries have been won in |
the struggle.

E. The principal right opportunist ideological error within the Federation
is liberalism. The other errors are the small group mentality, ultra-
democracy and lack of leadership, empiricism and intellectualism,

IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE IS THE MAIN WEAPON IN PARTY BUILDING!

F. The error of liberalism., Active ideological struggle is the weapon for
ensuring unity within the Federation. Clear lines of demarcation must be
drawn in inner-party struggle and erronedus lines must be fiercely
combated, In tﬁis way we will build a unity that will live and will not
perish, '

BUILD PRISCIPLED UNITY THROUGH ACTIVE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE!

G. The error of small-group mentality. The leading bodies and all members

of the Federation must boldly struggle against the backward 'mountain
stronghold' mentality and narrow iocallselfqinteféat.thch prevent§ the clear
recognition that national tasks are Primary and local tasks secondary. The
interests of the Federation as a whole must take precedence’ over those of

the groups, and the interests of the future Marxist-Léninist Party must take
precedence over those of the Federation, !

BOL”DLY COMBAT SMALL GROUP MENTALITY!
H. The error of ultfa-democracy and lack of leadership. Leadership is an
indispensable factor in party building., At national level the Executive
Commi ttee will be bullt as the leading core of the Federation: the
principal weapons are active ideological struggle to win conviction for

1



the correctness. of its ling,and bold criticism and self-criticism, The
National Committee must be built as the principal arena foxr two line
struggle and to establish ite authority for policy making., Group Committees
will be built as the leading cores in each group.

FIGHT FOR LEADERSHIP IN THE CFB!

I. The error of empiricism. We must conscientiously and at all times
apply Marxism-Leninism to concrete practice. The EC will give a bold lead
in establishing a definite plap and direction and to fefine our priorities.

ESTABLISH A DEFINITE PLAN AND DIRECTION!

J. The error of intellectualism. The characteristic features of intellect-
ualism include trying to solve problems through wide ranging study of many
books, setting an impractically large number of tasks without fefining
which are primary and which are secondary, and arrogantly ignoring the
seemingly simple lessons gained by the world Marxist~Leninist movement. We
must boldly struggle against intellectualism using the basic Marxist—
Leninist texts, with the sole purpose of applying their general lessons to
our practice., The most important book for us at our present stage, is the
'Quotations from Mao Tse-tung'. We must militantly take our stand with the

. working class and not with the intelligentsia and we must be honest and
modest in all our work, .

TRANSFORM THE CLASS CHARACTER OF THE CFB!

K, At the present stage of party building, theory is the principal aspect
in the contradiction between theory and practice. Indirect knowledge, the
concentrated experience of more than a hundred years of the world Marxist=
Leninist movement, is principal, and our own limited direct experience is
secondary.

L. Practice will become primary in the course of the struggle to develop:
and test lines, The prime aim of this practice will be to build Communist
bases among the industrial proletariat at the place of work in oxder to
establish  and consolidate our roots in the working class. The vanguard of
the socialist revolution must be proletarian, not petty bourgeois.

M. Lines so far developed in the Federation have not been generally:
applied.in practice. The main reason for this is not the autonomy of
groups but because the authority of the Ndtional Committee has not been
established through active ideological struggle. We will struggle to
establish the authority of the NC as the main arena for two-line struggles
and policy making, The power of ideas will be transformed into the power
of authority., The two-line struggles must be carried out across group lines
and within groups, and in these struggles any local loyalties must be
criticised as examples of small group mentality. The ultra-democratic
practice of attempting to determine policy by means of General Meetings of
the whole membership will cease., At our present stage NC members will <~
_continue to be elected from the groups.. However they must not be elected as
“delegates but -as leading cadres struggling to build a national leader-
ship in the interests of the working class. The struggle against mandating
NC members helps defeat small group mentality. Groups must elect their
leading cadres as NC mempers and each will have a vote.

BUILD THE NC AS THE LEADING BODY OF THE CFB!
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N. The EC will be ‘composed ‘of these'comradéS’th'aré-best#at‘boldly
applying Marxism-Leninism to concrete practice and whe are firmest in their
proletarian class stand, Leaders wust not be elected or recalled lightly:
cadres and their: training are a decisive factor once a political line is.
determined, Their method of elaction is:not of major fiportance but that
laid down by the Naticmal Cosistitution is at present the most appropriate,
The principal tasks of leadership are, firstly, working ocut policies, and -
secondly, setting tasks and assigning priorities to use cadres well. The '
EC will do this by boldly winning conviction for its correct policies and -

4

proposals, and by urging the lower levels to combat ultra-democratic errors

by showing a willingness to understand and implement, The EC will work hayd .
to overcome contradictions between itself and the lower levels by ;
correct "leadership, bold eriticism and self riticism, * : N

BUILD THE EC AS, THE LEADING CORE OF THE CFB! ..

0. The, Marxist-Leninist principles summarised in this report are

applicable to the party building tasks of. the whole Marxist-Leninist

movement. In our relationships with other Marxist-Leninist organisations

we must firmly apply these principles and struggle with these organ-

isations to win conviction on these principlesi’'In this we must bé self-
amE of gt

7 o

reliant and not“selfusufficientz‘ . .
SELF-RELIANGE NOT SELFSUFFICIENCY. IN PARTY-BUILDINC!

P, Past errbésl{n the Fedéfétioé lédrtoipe§§imiéﬁ and M’énghevism0 A bold,

firm and principled.struggle against bgu;geois,and,pettyFbgprgeois-errors has

resulted in a qualitative change in the Federation. The lessons learnt

will help carry forward,the.ggin.;evblutiona;y.task of uniting, the Marxist-

Leninist movement to form a ney Marxist~Leninist Communist Party which.

will lead the working class in revolution to.smash the bourgeoid state,

overthrow the capitalist system and build a new Socialist Britain.

BUILD THE MARXIST~LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY TO LEAD THE -REVOLUTION!

RS E

Ol ‘Resolution of the Third Conférence
“MaEs of the: EFB(M-L) , February 1976,

g
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© BUILD-THE~REVOLUTIONARY: COMMENIST-“PARTY-T0.-LEAD i THE REVOLUTION

"The attitude of a political party towards ite own mistakes is ome of
the most important and surest ways of Judging how earnest the party is
and how it in practice fulfils its obligation towards its edass and
the toiling masses. Frankly admitting a mistake, ascertaining the
reason for it, analysing the omditione which led to it - that is the
earmark of a serious party; that is the way 1t should perform its
duties; that is the way 1t should educate and train the olass, and
~:then the magses'. _ .
(Lenin 'Left-wing Commmism, An Infantile Disovder', Peking edition, p50)

The central task in Britain today is to build the Marxist-Lepinist Commun-
ist Party. The spontaneous struggles of the working class against
exploitation and oppression continue non-stop as British imperialism sinks
even deeper into decay. This decay is the result of the inherent contra~
dictions of monopoly capitalism, #tris’ intensified by. theiblows. inflicted by
anti-imperialist forces of the Third World and the cut-throat competition
from other imperialist powers, : . e

" But the spontaneous struggles of workers and progressive strata cannot
on their own bring about the real answer to imperialist exploitation and
oppression in Socialist revolution. The working class must have i:s.own-gﬁrtv
o lead and unite allildiese different struggles into a concdous o
revolutionary movement to seize state power from the bourgeocisie. After the
revolution, the class will need the leadership of the Party to build

|Socialiem and forcibly prevent the bourgeoisie from staging a come Back.

The genuine party of the working class must be the vanguard of the
working class, a disciplined body , capable of leading the struggles of
the working people and selflessly serving the masses, It must be the most
far sighted protector of the long term interests of the working class and
at the same time must unite with the masses in theiy immediate struggles.
The working class Party must wage an wending battle against all
bourgeois ideas which creep into " and paralyse the class, It muyst grasp
proletarian ideology and firmly hold to correct communist theoretical
principles drawn from the experience of the communist movement, and methods
of work, tested over scores of years. These are essential weapons for the
working class to overthrow the bourgeoisie. This prvoletarian ideology,
which both sums up the most scientific analysis of the world and which
unashamedly serves the working class, is Marxism-Leninism.

Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tse~tung are the great historical .
leaders of Marxism-Leninism, the champions of the working class in its
long struggle with the bourgeoisie. Tremendous victories have been won, In
the Russian Revolution of 1917, the working class seized power in the first
Socialist state in the world. As a result of the victory of the Revolution
in 1949, China,a country with one quarter of the world's peoples, is
advancing under the leadership of the great Communist Party of China and
its chaiiman, Mao Tse~tung, in buiding Socialism.

So powerful is the world wide Communist movement that the imperialists and
other bourgeoisie have had to attack it and not just head on, but alse by
attacking it from within. They have tried to twist Marxism-Leninism and rob
the working class of proletarian ideology by 'revising' it, 'modernising'
it, making it move 'realistic', in order to disarm the working class.

In this way the Soviet Union, the first Socialist state, which the
imperialists could never take by frontal attack has been seized from .
within by a revisionist clique representing a new bourgeois class. The USSR

4
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is now one of the two superpowers of. the world, a social imperialist Stéte,
socialist in words and imperialist in deeds, and the most dangerous source
of war in the world,

At the same time as the revisisnists stole power in the Soviet Union,
revisionists grabbed control From, genuine proletarian revolutionaries in
most of the Communist Parties throughout the world, despite fierce
ideological battles. These revisionist "Communist' parties are now
dangerous enemies of the working class, in words talking of Socialism, but
in .practice everywhere disamming the working class and delivering it up
into the hands of the bourgeoisie, :

In Britain, as in all other countries of the world, the genuine
proletarian revolutionaries, inspired by the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party, and the Party of Labour of Albania, have fought against
revisionism for the principles of Marxism-Leninism and have struggled to .
establish once again in each country the genuine revolutionary Communist
Party, without which the working class cannot carry out the Socialist
revolution , )

THE STRUGGLE IN BRITAIN TO BUILD THE\MARXIST-LENINISf COMMUNIS.T PARTY.

i 1 ‘
After many years of revisionism in.the Communist Party of Great

Britain ftis not possibds to establish a genuine revolutionary Communist
Partyovernight. It is not correct just to declare the Party to be in
existence and call on the working class to support it, A long process of
struggle is necessary to tear up the twisted roots of revisionist lines
and methods. A long struggle is necessary to train and temper proletarian
fighters in Marxism-Leninism, to attack bourgeois ideology in:their ranks
wherever it is found, to work in a united, disciplined way practicing S
democratic centralism, to carry forward the long term interests-of the ;- .
working class and at the game .time to lead immediate mass working class '
struggles — in a word to be a genuine vanguard of the proletariat.,

The .Communist Federation :of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) was founded in
September 1969 to build the revolutionary Communist Party, Lt consisted
of five groups :doing .local mass work in different cities in Britgin. -The
CFB publisheda monthly propaganda and agitational paper; 'Struggle', from
December 1969, From the spring of 1972 it also published a theoretical

3

journal 'Marxist-Leninist Quarterly'.

However, for most of its existence the CFB's work was. primaxily.; ..
negative, Despite some advances and much dedicated selfless work the CFB
stagnated from its begining. It failed to .win ideological unity among its
different groupsjand it.failed to build a strong leadership,.. It seemed it
could not_advance beyond the federal stage. In July 1974 'Stryggle' stopped
publication after 56 issues. The external cause of its collapse was a sharp :..
rise in printing costs but the internal cause which was more important, was ::
the inability of the GFB to solve its contradictions and overcome its
weaknesses. By the end of 1974 it seemed only a matter of time before the
CFB disintegrated, ;

As ‘the crisis of the CFB deepened. the internal contradictions became.
more acute, A fierce two 1ing, struggle on .the way forward broke out, This:
was independent of the will of. any individual,. One line took a correct.
working class stand and the other line took a petty bourgeois stand, :

5 % 1 B - ! 4038 5 LI E i :

The purpose of this article is to explain the great successes of this two

line strugglg and, the importance of. the resolution passed: at the. second
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session of the Third Conference of the CFB, held in February 1976. This
resolution marked the decisive victory of the struggle within the CFB.

THE TWO LINE STRUGGLE IN THE CFB(M-L)

The first session of the Third Conference met in March 1975 in a state of
demoralisation and great theoretical confusion. All the groups presented ' -
reports and resolutions to the conference., There were at least four major

contradictions.

All comrades agreed that the CFB had to have a more democratic centralist
organisation, Some wanted to pass a resolution declaring this to be in
existence and to punish those who defied it. This was known as the
organisational approach, Others said it was necessapy to'put politics first',
and to build organisational unity only on the basis of ideclogical unity.

The situation was so confused .that some of these (second) comrades, despite
their words, went on to put their mainemphasis on organisational changes

of the constitution,

Another contradiction was over ‘theory and practice., Most comrades said
that what was needed was more practice. "The main weaknesses of: Mafxist-
Leninists at the present time is that we have no real roots in the
Proletarian struggle", they said. Other: such statements were "Collective
practice is primary" and "building of basesiin the localities must be a
priority fgr the Federation as a whole".

A third contradiction was over whether the groups were primary of the
Hational CFB was primary. Most said the groups were primary. "The best way
to build the CFB is to build the constitugnf groups", they said. They
complained about the amount of time national work took up.

.. A fourth ;cpntradictioq was about the leading comrades in the CFB. Comrades
from some groups made sharp criticisms of them but refused to take national
leadership positions themselves.

. The first session of the Third Conférence was deeply split and unable to
solve the contradictions. The only unanimous decision was to meet again at

a later date. However, despite these negative features, the meeting was a
turning point for the CFB because at it a strong correct Marxist-Leninist

line for overcoming the weaknesses of the past was first put forward nationally.
Although at first in a small minority within the CFB, in the months after the -
first session, this line won overwhelwing support, It has -fundamentally

solved the contradictions, has united ‘the organisation in a militant

unity and has ensured it will piay a progressive part in building the
revolutionary Communist Party, the central task in Britain today. The
victory of this correct line has been a vivid demonstration of the truth

that "the correctness or incorrectness of the ideological and political

line decides everything".

- The central theme of the correct Marxist-Leminist line is the statement
by Mao Tse~tung at the begining of his article 'Combat Liberalism'. "We
stand for active ideological struggle because it is the weapon for ensuring
unity within the Party and the revolutionary organisations in the interests
of our fight". Active ideological struggle is the weapon for emsuring unity.
The reason why the CFB had no unity is because it did not practice active
ideological struggle but practiced liberalism, This was the key principle
that comrades grasped, first in ones and twos, then in entire ‘groups, then
unanimously throughout the whole CFB after a year of struggle.

- Active ideological struggle did not just win unity; in Mao Tse-tung's
P ) . S e .A-- S ..‘ 6 :



words, it &@éured unity. The only comrades with whom unity was not won were
those who Tefused to struggle, and left instead. The experience of the two
line struggle fully proved Mao Tse-tung's words and showed that active
ideological struggle is the unbeatable weapon: in winning unity in.the
revolutionary ranks, an essential task of Party building,

The correct Matxist-Leninist line in the internal struggle called-on all
comrades to grasp the causes for the stagnation of the CFB and to overcome
them, One essential method of ideological struggle ps the practice of
criticism and self-criticism, The correct line called upon every group and
every individual to take part in the eriticism and self-criticism to.
understand -and overcome the causes of the stagnatlono

Comrades identified five major errors, that existed throughout the CFB and
crippled its work., These errors were hunted down by meangkng eriticism and
self-criticism, They are liberalism, small group mentality, ultra democracy,
empiticism and intellectualism. These will be explained more fully later.
Othe# errors existed too but the continuing successes resulting from the
campaign against these five gmiorseshows mﬁatlthey‘ were .correctly
identified as the major erxors of the CFB at the time, while other errors

were secondaty.

At first some comrades obJected to naming the errors. They called it
'labelling' and said that it was dogmatic. They- said that criticism and self-.
eriticism is a fine. thing but it should 'be.specific’ - ‘that it should omnly
deal with the details of the mistake. But this. argument of theirs. was a way
of preventlng the organisation from arming itself agaimst these errors. Of
course it is necessary to understand how the error manifests itself in
each partlcular case but it is essentlal for all comrades to be able to
identify the general error by name, in order to hunt 1t down cons:.stentlyo

Take smalil; sroup mentallty for example° There had been many cases of
small group wentality in-the history of“the CFB and they had been. erltlelzed
often. But they were crxtxcxaed only -as particular mistakes and not
identified as examwples of the gegeral error of -small group mentahty° The
failure to ldentlﬁy thig error by name severely weakened all previous ®
effoxts to overcome the backward aspecte of federalism and to strengthen
demecratle eentrallsm in the CFBO

Through ideological struggle and through correctly relating the
general .error to. partlcular cases, and the particular cases to the general
error, all comrades in time grasped the impoxtance.of 1dent1fy1ng and naming
the five major errors, ‘This was a further 1mportant victory for the
correct . Marxlst-Lenlnlst line.

The- ¢correct llne rn31sted that it was ‘not enough just to 1dent1fy and hunt
down the £iye main .errors; it was_essential to grasp their oﬁass |
character, ey are.all ideas that: cr1pp1e -the cause of the proletarlat and
gladden the bourge01s1e ‘whenever. the ru11ng class Sees these errors in the
ranks-of-the- werkmng~ereseo These«eryors: are- unnproletarlan ideas and their
class characteris bourgeols and petty: hourgeersu'

At first some’ comrades. wanted:only- to. telk of '‘mistakes! - accidental.
slip-ups - anduwereﬂeffendEd wheﬁ they were - eriticised. for-hayjng committed
bourgeois and petty bourge01s errdrs. But, with strnggl&,wldeologlcal
education and bold erztxclsm and self-crltxcrsm, they became convinced.

Bourgeois and petty beurge01s 1deas ‘continually worm their way. into -the
working class -and the ranks of - Communlsts as . long as class soelety

"
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exists., The five main errors within the CFB are examples of this fact., It is
1mportant for comrades early on to be trained and tempered in grasplng that
this is not just a struggle against mistakes but a class struggle against '
bourgeois 1deolpgy. 1t is egsential to grasp that the vanguard of the working
class must be militant, united and armed with proletarian ideoclogy in order ;o
to leaad the Socialist revolutkpn.

' The two line struggle in the CFB was not orzglnal. It repeated many previous
struggles against bourgeols ideology in the Communist movement. There will
be many more, But. in order to help comrades who are not themsolves in the
CFB to grasp more clearly the nature of the ideological struggle, it is
right to give examples of the five main errors.

THE FIVE MAIN ERRORS

Liberalism

Liberalism was the most serious error within the CFB because liberalism
rejects ideological struggle and stands for unprincipled peace, Wi thout
fundamentally defeating liberalism it would have been impossible to
defeat.any of the other errors: It was because of the deep liberalism of the
old CFB that so many errora had flourished unchecked,

One example of 11beralxsm was that many comrades thought unzty would be
won by 'sharing experzences and "collective practlce' This denied the
need for ideological struggle to win unity. Anothey example was that although.
at times comrades talked about "ideological stxuggle' , they really meant
'ideological discussion’. They would talk areund the subject in order to
stay on good terms instead of: thrashlng matters out for the sake of real unity,

To overcome this liberal error the. correct line pointed to Lenin's
famous statement: "Before we can.unite and in order that we may: unlte, we
must first of all drvaw firm afd definite lines of demarcation" (What is to
be Done? Peking edition, p26)

The importance of drawing lines of demarcation became a bamner in the struggle
with liberalism. As a result of thls, CFB statements have become cenclse,

and every word has a deflnxte meaning. The resolution cf the second session
of the Third Conference was deliberately made concise in oxder to draw firm
and definite lines of demarcation.

Another banner in the struggle -sgainst liberalism bere the words 'bold
eriticism and self-criticism', Many comrades used to reluctantly admit the
need for criticism and self-criticism but would complain about sectarianism
if the eriticism was bold, This was a form of liberalism . To checkmate it,
the cortect -line made use of the words of the comstitution ¢f the Communist
Party of China, 'Be bold in maklng criticism and self-criticism'. (Chapter
II Artlcle 3:5), Far from causing sectarianism this quickly united the great
majority of comrades in a comradely spirit of umity and determination te
get rid of weaknesses whoever had themg

o B

Small Group Mentality

Because the CFB started as a federation of small groups it was oneespecially
dangerous weakness that small group mentality had never besn firmly combatedby

name.,

The line of some of the comrades at the first session of the Third-
Conference, that the best way to build the CFB is to'build the comstituent



groups', 1s an example of small groqp'mentallty. It meant giving priority
to group wotk instead of national work and resenting having to give up

leading comrades to national work.

Agamst this the correct line f1rm1y argued that the central task in Britain
today is to build the revolutionary Communist Party of the working class.
Without strong national leadership, local work cannot progress and will not
contribute to this overall task. Therefore national work has to come first,
although local work is an important second,

Another example of the small group. mentallty was the argument . repeatedly
made that we have to recognlsé the CFB is a federation. Of course it is
true that the CFB was a federatlon, But what did recognise really mean? It
meant that we should not combat’ small group mentality: on the contrary we
-should give in to it and not struggle to build national unity. -

- Small group mentallty severely crippled the work of the CFB and hag led to
gross opportunlsm. At policy maklng neetlngs it was usual for the groups to

engage in horsetrading until a majority could be put together on a

composite resolution, For example at the.Second Conféxence (Special

General Meeting) held in February 1974, 3 groups opportunistically combined-

to ensure that the Soviet Union was not directly described as being Soclal

Imperialist or as having a.new bourgeois rullng class.‘(Thls can be seen in

the statement on the ;nternatlonal situation, published in MLQ 7). This-

opportunist line on Social Imperialism has now been completely overthrown.

Another example of the way small group mentality led to horsetradlng and
unprincipled compromises is the CFB resolution on. votlng ‘Labour in the
October 1974 General election. This umght opportunlst resolution was
‘unanimously overthrown by the Natzonal Commi ttee in March 1976, '

As a result of the fundamentally successful struggle: againgt small
group mentality , an important further conclusion was dtawn, In paragraph
G of the conference resolution, after stating that 'the interests of the
Federation as a whole must take precedence .over those of the groups', the
words were added ' and the interests' of the futlre Marxist~Leninist Party
must take precedence over those of the Federation'. The CFB has not conduc-
ted a basically successful struggle against small group mentality in order
to consolidate itself as a small group opposed to the ‘other British
Marxist-Leninist organisations. On thie contrary it'will firmly combat any

tendency towards this.

Ultra=Democracy b

Deep errors of ultra—democracy ran through the CFB from the beglnnlgg.
Ultrademocracy denies the importance of: buzldlng,leadershlp for the working
clags. Leadership was never thought befere to be important within the CFB.

The resolution of the Third Conference 1s the first .CFB statement to. -gay,
that 'leadershlp is an indispensable factor in Party bu11d1ng . i

Mao Tse-tung describes ultra-democracy as 'letting the lower’ levels
discuss everything first and then letting the higher levels decide', Until
February 1976 the:supreme policy making.body of the CFB was the ’General
Meeting'i of - all the mempbership. So thefprlnclple was not gnIy to. let the
lover- levels discuss everything first butialso that the lower levels themr
selves should decide! Not-one CFB General MEe:lng ever succeaded 1n
solving a problem-in a correct way,

Another example of ultrademocracy, which teamed up ‘here with. small group
y f



mentality was that the comrades sent by their groups to the NC were seen as
mere 'delegates' of their groups and not as comrades who -had to give-
leadership to.the whole Federation in the interests of the working class.

A glaring example of ult::.'aa--democracyq «at,-the first session of the
Third Conference, the NC had prevented 't ai am Ppresenting a leading
report, The result was chaos; every group' rx‘\iad ‘at the conference with
its own report.

One ultra-democratlc argumentt that cropped up in.the twd line struggle
and is common in the Marxist~Leninist movement, says luderﬂh:.p cannot be
built until ideological and political unity has been won, It ignores the fact
that leading comrades are trained and tempered through the struggle for "
ideological and political unity, and through criticism and self criticism,
It also ignores the fact that ideological® gegpolitical unity can be won
. only if comradescombat ultra-domocracy end come forward to give leadership
on what is the correct line, The argument:. that leadership cannot be built-
until ideological and pohhcal unity has been won’is a way to stop us
fombating ultra~democracy and buhﬁing strong proletarian leadership as
much as we can, :

The reaolution of the Third Conference htmy gtates tha importance of
building proletarian leadership and sums" up the essence of leadership as
'working out ideas and Using cadres well'! It states that the Executive
Committee will be built as the leading core of the CFB and the National
Committee as the leading body, NC members must represent the interests of
the troﬂung class, and not be delogates of theu' groups, A5 a result of the
two line struggle great progress has been made in carrying this out and
u:plmn!:mg greater democratic uutralum on the buzs of 1daologxca1
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'Enp:.nusm mstakos fragmentary experience for universal truth', Mao
Tse-tung @ays in 'On Coalition Government (Selected Works Vol IIL p 264).
Empiricism denies-the leading xole of proletavian revolutionary theory and.
. ¥elies only 6n direct experience, ignoring the vast indirect experience of
the International Communist movement, won over decades, often at a very
high price: Enmpiricismexalts direct experience and guarantees that the:
thoor&tzcﬂ"mu of an oxganisation will be those its members piek up
spontaneously in.the coursesof-practical political workg-these-are
overwhelmingly the.ideas that normally prevail in capitalist society, the
ideas of the bourgeoisie: 4s a result the organisation becomes deeply
corrupted by bourgeois reformism, bourgeois trade union politics, social
democratic ideology and ot:hex forms of bourgeois ideology:

The CFB used“to talk about combining theory with practice but in fact
it renlly put practice first and fell into empzrzczsm. This is the real
meaning of the statements made at t‘ne first session of the Third Conference:
that 'Collective practice is primary', This is the meaning of the argument
that the most impgpgant task at the present time is to build a local base
in the working class.

Mao Tse~tung says it is necessary to integrate thé universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the revolution in every country.
Insitead the CFB used to talk about 'developing theory' - that is to say
developing its own theory, aeparate from the universal truths of Marxism=
Leninism.and on the basis of its direct experience alone. Theory. 'developad' =3
in this way can only:bel another form of bourgeo:.a ideology dressed. up :m :
oppertm:.s: clothes: T
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One variation on the empiricist. lige of developing 'our owr theory said

that Marxist-Leninist theory is very good but it.is not relevant to this

country. For example they claimed that the 'Quotatlonsof Mao Tse-tung'

are very good but are written for Chinese - "~ " conditions and should

not be applied to Brltaln. It is true that the -'Quotations' were collected

with Chinese polltlcal tonditions in mind but their principal aspect is

. that théy sum up concisely most of Mao Tse~tung's theoretical techings,
based on the history of Marxism-Leninism and the world Communist movement

over ‘many decades.

In the contradiction between theory and practice, which is. primary7
'Certalnly Marxist-Leninists hold that generally, practice is primary. But
in certain conditions the principal and secondary aspects can be reversed.
What is the situation in Britain today? Mao Tse-tung provides the answer
to this question in ''On gontradiction',,near the end of section 4.

(Selected Readings, p94)s:-

"The creation and advocacy of'revolutzonany theory pZays the prmnczpal
and decisive role in those times of which Lenin satd, 'without
revolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary movement' When a
task, no ‘matter whichy has to be penfbrmed but there is as yét no
rguzdtng line, method; plan or policy, the principal and deceszve
thing is to decide on a guiding line, method, plan or policy."

This is the situation in Britain today.
. ¥ §rw " -« ul- v Laod . - o E
In order to train and temper the future Marxist~Leninist-Farty-it 'is:
essential to engage in practice; but to make this the pr1nc1pal task today
is to .commit unmlstakeable errors of emp1r1c1sm. -

As a result of the campalgn agalnst emp1r1c1sm thé ‘CFB-has already grasped“_,

" correct lines on Social Democracy; bourgeois natronallsatron and bﬁlld g
bases w1th1n the Lndustrlal worklng class. g

Sﬂ’{

Intellectuallsm

Intellectualism is a w1despread collection of ideas typical of the
‘intelligentsia, the stratum in between the" worklng class and bourgeo1s1e
who mainly do mental work, Intellectual1sm is”seen in’ the- divorce' between
theory and practlce belng 'good at words and bad ‘at practice and writingl

in a confusing .way wh1ch is useless as a gu1de for practlcal work4 j& bon
s ¥ - G

{Because, the 1nte111gent51a does pental work 1ntellectua11sm'be11eves
what is real is in the mind alone., "MarXLSt-Len1nlst Quarterl¥" ‘made - .1¢

evere intellectualist errors in being a 'forum' for 'diseussion' of . i -
Jlnterestlng, polltlcal questlons 1nstead of a'flghu@ng journal arming

he proletariat with revolutlonary thebry to‘be used in''the class' struggle
to overthrow the bourge0151e. Articles were woolly 1y and confused there
were many footnotes and conclus1ons Were not drawn sharply. ides
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Because tﬁg 1nte111gent31a is’ a stratum caught between’ the: worklng classss
and- the bourge0131e, intelle'ctualism prefers to deny the ex1stence of “the 5 ¢
class struggle and believes that all problems ‘ate’ theoretical «or i technicdl:
ones alone. It denies that in - class soc1ety everyone 11ves as the member
of a particular class and every kind of-thinking thhout exceptrppils_stamped

with .the brand of a class. i _ . ,
; i - 4 Y IR S B S T L7
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Intellectua11sm fails' tq Eake a clear proletarlan stand. Marx1smrLen1n1sm
has two features: it openly declares that it'is in the servicé offthe” ° JI
proletariat and it alsc is 'the ‘mo&t- complete progressive, Tevolutionary !
and rational system in human history'. Intellectualism relentlessly
el . S TR e A p *
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attempts . to drive a wedge between these two aspects ‘and to treat Marxism
Leninism as a purely scientific quéstion separite from & firm profetérxan
class -stand.

Because the 1nte111gents:.a is fairly quick at understanding new ideas it
- tends to play a- relatlvely large part in the early stages of a revolutxonary
movement and may. bring its errors of intellectualism into the organisation
on a.large scale., As a result of the two line struggle it became clear that

this was a major gaiisé of ‘error in the CFB.

One example of intellectualism is that there:-is no reference to the~workmgc1ass
in the statement on Party building by the Joint Committee of Communists (the
organisation from which the CFB was founded). Also 'Origins and Perspectives
of the Marxist-Leninist ' Movement in Britain', previously the main policy
statement of the CFB, has an introduction which again does not mention the
working class. 'Origins and Perspectives' does not state that the Party
that is to be built must be a Party of the working class.

It would be a big mistake to see these omissions as mere accidental
oversights: they are sharp examples of the intellectualist error of falllng
to take a bold and open proletarian stand. One-of the tasks of the CFB in
the months shead will be to make a thorough assessment of the strengths and
weaknesses of these founding documents. -

Another example of intellectualism is that until 1976 the CFB never sang
the Internationale, the battle hym of the working class.

- A common example of intellectualism within the CFB was to take on an -
impracticable number of tasks and be unable to carry them out. There was
also a deep intellectualist arrogance about learm.ng and grasping the
fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. Because the Quotatmns of Mao Tse-tung'
are short and quickly read; they were held to be beneath comrades' dignity.
It is true they are short and quick to read, but they are difficult'to
grasp and apply consistently. Applying them must be the main task of the
CFB in the field of study.

e .

As a result of the campalgn aga:.nst 1nte11ectua11sm, all comrades both
those from. the working class and those from intellectual backgrounds, have’
united in striving to.take an open, conscious proletarian stand, to write
and speak simply and clearly, to study in order to apply 1n practice and
to decide on realistic tasks and carry them through to the end. In °
particular comrades from. the intelligentsia must be ready to go through
a long period of remouldmg and to learn modestly from workmg class o
comrades.

- In the field of pract:l.ce the Conference Resolutlon states clearly that
the first priority is to build  Communist bases in the industeial Morkmg class
in order to establish and consolidate roots in the workmg class. The
Marxist-Leninist Party must be built as the’ vanguard of the working class.
The, struggle to do: this will be a protracted one but with Marxis t-LenJ.nlst
ideology and methods of work, with 1deolog1ca1 struggle and cr1t1clsm Yand
self~criticism, it can and w1.11 be done. , )

CONCLUSIONS AND RESULTS OF THE TWO LINE STRUGGLE

I

This has briefly described the five main bourgeois "dnd petty bourgeois
errors, liberalism, small group mentallty, ultra-democracy, empiricism and
1nte11ectual1sm, and given one or two examples of them. It is not possxble
to give more here out of. the scores of examples, The campaign w1th1n the
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CFB against these errors won overwhelming support because many examples of
them were found and because criticiging them by name clearly helped to
isolate and defeat weaknesses that had held back the work of the CFB for many

years.

is a reason for this. The main errors in the Rritish Marxist-Leninist.
movement in its earlier years were left opportwumist. The CFB over-reacted
to these and without thinking fell headlong into right opportunism. As

Chou En~lai said in the Report to the Tenth Congress of the Communist.

Party of China, 'one tendency covers another'. In criticising the left .
sectarian style -of :allicgtruggle and no unity, the CFB fell into Hiberalism.
In critic151ng the left adventurist-error of declaring the Party to be

in existence without having built it over a period of time, the CFB
tolerated and excused small group mentality. In criticising commandist
methods of practicising democratic centralism, the CFB fell into ultra-
democracy. In over-reacting to left dogmatism and sloganising, the CFB

made errors of empiricism and intellectualism. This teaches us yet again
that the future Marxist-Leninist Communist Party must be built by means of c
COnsistent struggle against both ‘left and right .opportunism, While
combating one error.we must guard. agginst the opposite error coming in by

the back door.,

As ‘the Resolution points out, they are righ\hnppintunlst errors, There

Mao Tse-tung does not say Communists must wage active ideological struggle
for its own sake or for self-cultivation, but to ensure unity in the
interests of our fight. Within a relatively short space of time the
1deological struggle in the CFB has brought about a big 1ncrease in its
fighting ability. The organisation has already overcome certain long
standing contradictions such as the question of Social Democracy. Organis-
ationally as a result of winning an understanding of the importance of
leadership, advances have been repeatedly made in implementing democratic
centralism and .overcoming federalism.

The struggle against the five main errors cleared small mountaing of
rubbish out of the CFB and won-overwhelming unity. A minerity Ieft who did
fiot desire unity and who did not struggleg@&W1n it: and overcome. the. errors
of the past. The Glasgow group left early on in the two line struggle shertly
after the first session of the Third Conference: They left making the
empiricist erroxr of stating that at this stage practice is primary and that
"to build a ‘true national Marxist-Leninist movement, the beginings must arise
from group's common practical work''. This also makes exrors of small group
mentality in.failing to grasp that building the Party is--the central- task.

The Coventry group left relatively :.late in the struggle after failing
to correct their liberalism, ultra-democracy and’ small group mentality.
They also tail behind the opportunists in the working clése by not combating
Social Democracy boldly and by ,supporting bourgeois-nationalisation. These
errors. are .explained 1n more - detail elsewhere.

5

A few, but only a few, lnleldual members of the CFB also left, when the
waves of cr1t1c13m began to lap -around their feet. Instead of‘struggling to.
.overcome errors and being prepared.fo.make'. So1d” Self-criticism, they gote',-ua
out, {ae

It is a 108s” ﬁhat this minority were not ‘won ‘over to the correet” litie but
/lt is a loss only from the point of v1ew of . numbers. Frou the peint-ofi
view of the political stréngth ‘and ‘unity ‘of the organisation, it is a. gain. r
Since they did not desire unity and did not struggle ‘for unity on @ i’
principled basis, it is better that they have left. A clean split is far

better than an opportunist unity in bullding the Paxty.
13
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The sfruggle against the five maln errors of,lzberallsm, small group
mentallty, ultra-democracy, empiricism and liberalism,.therefore brought
large gains all around. The Resolution of the .Third Conference of February

1976 marked the decisive defeat of these errorut“

That does not mean that they ha *been w1ped out. These errors have their
material base in capltallsm they wﬁal repeatedly récur. They 11nger on
within the organisation in many hidden ways. Therefore no comrade in the CFB
should sit back and relax. On the contrary the key to further progress in
building the revolutionary Communist Party is. to be wide awake and to

CARRY THROUGH THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE FIVE- MAIN ERRORS'

This self-criticism has been made not for subjectivist reasons as if the
CFB is humbly kneeling in the confessional box,'bUt because the open
correction of past errors is essential for training comrades both inside and
outside the organisation. Communists become tempered in the struggle to
overcome errors. Self-criticism is an unbeatable weapon because it enables us
to keep what is right and to get rid of what is wrong. By persisting in
this method the ranks of Communists will grow in!strength.

The two line struggle within the ‘CFB has underllned two maln lessons:
1. Active ideological struggle. ensures unity.
2. It is important for Communist to identify bourgeozs -and petty-
bourgeois errors by name and hunt them down, in oxder to overcome
weaknesses holding back their work.,

The CFB and the British Marx1st~Len1n1st Movement

The CFB has adopted & pollcy of . self—rellance in Party bulldlng. It wxll
use its limited resources in a correct manner to build. the Party as . - =
‘quickly and as correctly as posslble. At“the same time it ‘will not'be
self-sufficient. It will learn from the positive points of any other British
Marxist-Leninist organlsatlon,.The struggle to unite the Marxist-Leninist.
organisations on a correct basis is greatly - in-the interests of the working .
class and must be carried out energetlcally. The CFB has learned the truth
that active 1deolog1ca1 struggle ensures unity. If we start from the desixe
for unity and persist in active ideological struggle we can ensure a united
Marxist-Leninist Party in Britain. This will take time but there is no
doubt it will be achieved once we start on:. it. :

The CFB urges fellow British Mhrxlst*Lenlnzst organ;satzons to learn from
its own past negative experxence and be-on their guard against errors like
the five described by the CFB in order to make a better job of the central
task of today, building the revolutionary Communist Party of the working
class. It urges them to study the CFB s:taiement-on relations between '
Marxist-leninist organisations in Britain and publlcly to declare support
for the primciples laid down there.. Above all it is important to start from
the desire for unity and to struggle for i unity behind correct pr1nc1p1es
using the powerful weapons of active ldeologlcal struggle and bold criticism /

and self criticism.

The CFB pledges itself in accordance thh the necessary priorities,
seriously " and systematically to struggle for. unlty behxnd correct
principles with all those- Marxzst*LenLnlst organlsatlons that genuxnely

start from the desire for unity,
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The CFB urges those individuals who grasp the need for the Marxist-
Leninist Party but are not yet in a Marzist-leninist organisation to
support the building of the Party by taking a firm decision to work with a
Marxist-Leninist organisation in a systematic and self-disciplined way. It
is essential to combat the error of individualism, to take thie decision

seriously and carry it out.

At present there are a confusing number of differvent Marxist-Leninist
organisations in Britain., This is a temporary phase. Individual comrades
must study the party building lines of these organisations and ask to work
systematically with the one that is the most correct.

At present British Marxist-Leninist organisations have big weaknesses.
This is unavoidable and it will take struggle over a fairly long period of
time to get rid of them. It is therefore important that a Marxist-Leninist
organisation not only has a good party building line but -also has a healthy
inner life of active ideological struggle . ' griticism and self’criﬁécism.

in order to get rid of weaknesses as soon as possible.

It takes = ... time to grasp the principles of Marxism~Leninism and apply
them in practice. Individual comrades should combat individualism and
learn from the leaderxship of more tempered Marxist-Leninist organisations.
At the game time they will come across errors. They should point these out
clearly, not’in a carping way or to justify the fact that they are working
only as individuals. They gheildpoint them out to help the organisation and
the Marxist-Leninist movement make a better job of building thg revolutionary

Communist Party.

The CFB has policies for working with individual non-CFB comrades and
gradually raising their level. After due investigation and a period of
joint work the CFB will invite to join its ranks those comrades who have a
sound grasp of the fundamentals of Marxism~Leninis® and who have a fim
proletarian class stand.

The CFB calls on all fellow Marxist-Leninist organisations and all comrades
to grasp the truth that the central task in Britain today is to build the
revolutionary Communist Party of the working class, to take up active
ideological struggle to ensure unity in carrying out this task and to practice
bold criticism and self-criticism in order to get rid of weaknesses and

errors.

BUILD THE MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY TO LEAD THE REVOLUTION!
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REPLY TO THE RESIGNATION LETTER OF THE COVENTRY GROUP OF THE C.F.B.(M-L)

To the Secretary of the Coventry Group.

Dear Comrade,

Thank you for your letter telling us of the resignation of the Coventry
Group from the CFBML. We regret the contradictions are as deep as they are
and that the desire for unity is not sufficient to overcome them through
struggle. However because the Coventry group do not desire to struggle for
unity it is a good thing and not a bad thing that the group is leaving the
CFB., The executive Committee of the CFB had planned to move the group's
expulsion if it did not fulfil the minimum necessary conditions for the
struggle for unity to take platce: Ini:this. "the:EC has receivedrthe tnanimous
support of the National Committee.

You claim in your letter that the Resolution of the Third Conference shows
that "the political line of the CFB has been captured by subjective
dogmatism". That is not so. The resolution points out, concisely amd clearly
the key Marxist~Leninist principles we must apply to the task of

building the revolutionary Communist Party, which is the central task in
Britain today. These Marxist-Leninist principles sum up lessons won in hard
struggle by the proletariat throughout the world over many scores of years.
It is not 'dogmatic' to state therd clearly and concisely. The resolution is
designed to draw clear lines of demarcation and to be a guide to action:it
was therefore made concise, without long explanatory argument in the body
of ‘the resolution itself.

You claim that a political 'putsch' has taken place in the CFB. That is
completeiy untrue. A long two line ideological struggle has been fought out

for over a.year. Politics have been put consistently in command. Organ-
isational changes followed the ideological battle and did not precede it.
‘They gere carried out by putting the main emphasis on first winning
‘ideological conviction for the princip ks behind them. Formal changes in the
composition of the leading core took place after and not before overwhelming
‘support had been woén for the cogrect line on Party building. There was no
putsch. Your talk of a putsch shows your ultra-democratic dislike of building
8 strong leading core in. the CFB through ideological struggle, criticism
and self-criticism.

The fact that the chairman and secretary of the Coventry group ultra-
democratically failed to attend National Committee meetings explains why
the group was taken by surprise by the continual gains in support for the
Correct line on Party building. Your accusation of a putsch looks like a
desperate attempt to disguise the fact that the Coventry group stood for
an incorrect line which over time fewer and fewer comrades continued to

support.

You claim that it is no longer possible for necessary. ideological and
political struggle to take place in the CFB. This is the opposite of the
truth and again attempts to disguise the fact -that the incoxrect” line of the
{Coventny;g}oupfwédﬂiﬁbvitablyﬂldéingaoum3iﬁ?theﬁtwot;iheratruggle“.The EC
repeatedly urged the group to strengthen the composition of its comrades
attending the NC. It is Coventry that ultra~democratically failed to do so
and failed to carry out necessary ideological and political struggle.

..The Coventry.group.left the Third Conference of the CFBML after only a
few hours when its motion to completely reject the Conference resolution
was defeated. The comrades from Coventry had not been muzzled in any way.



Their speeches were listened to carefully and answered with well thought-out
criticism from all other sections of the CFB. It was they who gave up the
struggle. The group should either have continued the struggle or made a
bold self-criticism, Instead they left. This was a serious error of

liberalism.

The internal practice of the CFB over the last year has proved that even
if the correct line is at first in a minority it will in time win overwhelm-
ing support. As Mao Tse-tung says, ''the corrvectness or incorrectness of the
political line decides everything'". If the Coventry group beliéves its line
is correct and in the interests of the working class why does it not daré: to
fight for it so that the whole CFB takes up the stand? Would that not be a

correct way to serve the wprkingtclass?

You claim that the original policy statement of the CFBML, 'Origins and
Perspectives of the Marxist-Leninist movement in Britain' and the statement
'On the Question of Party Building' by the Joint Committee of Communists,
the forerunner of the CFB, have been completely rejected without open struggle
about them. This is not sou: uu

£3

Certainly there is a contradiction between the resolution of the Third
Conference and some aspects of'Origins and Perspectived'.'Origins and
PerSpectlves made some 1nportant and correct statements, but we now see
that it also made some serious errors. In essence the most serious error was
its liberal line that the Marxist-Leninist Party will be built by a process
of ideological evolution., The CFB now grasps firmly the fact that the
revolutionary Communist Party will be built by ideological struggle, not

ideological evolution,

Over the next few months the National Committee under the leadership of
the EC, will thrpugh :struggle, make an assessment of the achievements and
shortcomlngs of 'Orlglns and Perspectlves . Had the Coventry group stayed in
the CFB its comrades should have taken part in this struggle and fought for
what is in the interests of the working class. At this stage the majority
of the comrades on the National Committee in general wbuld have opposed
Coventry s line, but even so they might have supported some of the group's
views. Whatever the case all comrades would have listened, and if the line .
was right, the line would have eventually won thréugh.

The fact that the Coventry group 's views on 'Origins and Perspectives'
will not be heard in the CFB, 1s not the result of any decision by the CFB
but 1q the result of the group's liberal decision to give up the struggle

and leave the organisationm.

The real causes of the Split between the CFB and the Coventry Group

In order to draw firm and definite lines of demarcation'in the Marxist-
Leninist movement in Britain we set out below the real causes of the split

between the CFB and the Coventry group.

There has been no 'putsch' in the CFB, the organisation has not been
captured by subJectlve dogmatism' and 1deolog1ca1 struggle is not
suppressed. The causes of the split with Coventry are overwhelmingly the
errors of the Coventry group, which it failéd to tackle through bold
self-criticism. These errors are mainly three: 1. liberalism; 2 an ultra-
demncratic failure to put party building first; and 3. tailism behind the

.opportunistsiin the working:tlass: movement.
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1. Liberalism

Mao Tse~tung points out, 'liberalism rejects ideological struggle'. In
words the Coventry group support the principle of ideclogical struggle but
in practice they reject iti;. This is clear fyom the points already made

in this letter.

In words the Coventry group said they supported the.essence of the
correct motion to the first gession of the Third Confarence, held in
March 1975, which declared that active ideological struggle is the weapon .for
for ensuring unity in building the Party. In words the members of the
Coventry group on the National Committee supported the impbrgaﬁ;.NC
resolution 'On Relations Between Marxist-Leninist Organisations in Britain',
which points ouf that active ideological struggle is the key to advance
in building the party out of the different Marxist-Leninist organisations
at present in existence. But the practive of the group was different and

quite liberal.

The Coventry group liberally and ultra~democratically failed to send
their leading comrade to National Committee meatings. As a result their
members on the NC did not fight strotigly in the struggle for a correct
line in building the Party of the working class. The group liberally
resented the Executive Committee's criticism of their reports and instead
of meking bold sélf-criticism or criticism of what they thought were _
errors in the leadership of the EC, they stopped making the reports and gave
up the struggle. They attended only the first few hours of the second
session of the Third Conference and walked out. Now they have resigned from
the CFB and given up the struggle internally altsgether, '

The letter of resignation from the Coventry group says, "we are sure that
we will continue to struggle with comrades in the CFB". On the contratry
on their present liberal conduct we must expect the Coventry group not to
Struggle, If they intend to struggle, why are they leaving the CFB? If they
know thgpy can't struggle any further because their line is wrong then
they must not be 1liberal with themselves. and must make. & bold-selfckiticism.

In words the Coventry group cannot reject ideological struggle but in
practige they do reject it, and fall headlong into liberalism.

2. Not Putting Party-Building First

. The Besolution of the Third Conference, which the Coventry group :

opposed, firmly gstated that the central task in Britain teday-is o build

the Marxist-Leninist Party. Without the leadership of a democ¢ratic-
centralist revolutionary Communist Party it is impossibe for the working
class to seize state power and establish.a dictatership of-the proletariat.
To deny this central task is €o make a serious error of ultra-democracy -

to deny: the imporfanee ¢té the.working class.oflrevblutienaky. Communidt Tead-
ership., In, wogds the.Coventiy-group. could.not.rejeét. this:truthebut in'. deeds

it is work in the trade union movergint ‘that the group puts first.

The leading comrade inf the group could not find the time torbe.a
National Committee member and attend. its meetings sbout every two .menths,
but he does find time te be on the executive committee of .a section of-a
trade union, involving centinuous respongibility for trade umion tasks.
His priorities are .¢clearly wrong. The same goes for all members of the
group, who take part energetically in trade union work but who repeatedly
failed to carry out national CFB tasks. These are not acgidental
mistakes but are the result of deep ultra-democratic and economist errors.
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Anpther example“of this ultra-democracy i$ the failure in Covéh?ﬁy'ever to
set up a group committee despite repeated criticism. This is a further reason
why the grpup was unable to carry out national CFB tasks and carry out only

spontaneous political activity. J

In putting trade union work. before building the Party the .Coventry group
are making errors of economism and spontaneism as well as the error of
ultra-democracy. It is objectively sacrificing the long term strategic
interests of the working class for momentary gains.

The Coventry group has fallen into ultrademocracy and failed to grasp the
fact that the working class needs scientific proletarian leadership to carry
the struggle against the bourgeoisie through to the end.

3. Tailism Behind the Opportunistss in the Working Class

The. other groups in the CFB all made errors of liberalism and ultrademocracy
and failed to put party building first; but after a period of struggle they
tame round, made bold self-criticisms and threw themselves into fighting for
the correct line on party-building.

At first the Coventry group, although liberal and vague, bad giwven
.generally: sympathetic support to the correct life in the internal struggle
within the CFB. fthen less than a month before the second Session. of the Third
Conference, they annownced their decision to move the total rejection of the
Conference Resolution,'clearly threatening -resignation. Why had the two line
struggle led to an antagonistic contradiction in. the case.of Coventry but
not in.the case of other group&? i

Because they had fallen into liberalism, refused to make bold self-criticism
and had dug themselves.intoVan opportunist position on.voting Labour and on
supporting bourgeois nationalisation. As the struggle on these questions
developed within the CFB side by side with the closely related principal
struggle 'on Party-building, the Coventry group:came increasingly.into sharp
contradiction: with the majority of the CFB.

The.stand the-group took-can:.be seen in articles by their leading comrade
in 'Marxist-Leninist Quarterly number 7 ('Expose the: Reformists of Every Stripe
and-Hue') .and number:1l.('Nationalisation'). These articles have been firmly
criticised in MLQ 11.in articles titled 'Nationalisation:and the crisis of
British Imperialism'.and 'Opposé Opportunism on the Question of Nationalisation'.

In his article in MLQ Il the comrade.from Coventry fawns 'on the opportunists
in the working class movement and complains about the way they are criticised
: in.the.National Committee statamsnt on nationalisation .(also published in
the .same .issuéi. He writes: "Unsubstantial statements like .’ oppose the -
reformist policies of Labour's hangers on - the revisionist. and trotskyists -
who support British capitalism do nothing to improve the central theme of
..the line presented and can only provide. ammunition to-the enemies of -
Marxism-Leninism". - -« 1 :&5 ok yons 1 afgmexs 3 9
Th words of Lenin in the 'Constituent Assembly Electiong :and.the .
Dictatorship of the Proletariat’ closely apply to this position of the

leading member of the Coventry group: \
"¥ou are faming on the cpportunists, who are alien to the proletariat as
* a clage, wio are the’servants, the agents of the bourgéoisie wid the
 Vehicles df‘iféffnflueﬂcé;'qﬁd’unleéq thé’Z6554ﬁ;m06éménf rids itself
" Of them, it will Yémain a bourgeois Lgbour movemert. Your advocacy of
'unity' with the opportwnists....i8 obgectively a deferice of the
enslavement of the workers by the imperialist bourgeoisie with the aid
of ite best agents in the labour movement". (Lenin's emphasis throughout)
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In his article the leading Coventry comrade characteristically uses. the
word 'revolutionaries' instead of 'Marxist-leninists' in order to flatter
the opportunlsts in the working class. This goes hand in hand with his arg-
ument that the people who currently operate under the headings' of >

‘reformists, revisionists and Trotskyists''are the ones whom we aim to
convince of the correctness of the analysis and action of Marxism-Leninism!
(MLQ 11 page 41). Therefore presumably according to him, we must unite - 5
with them, flatter -them, andidvoid pointing out:that they.aré objectively .
serve-the bourgéoisie.

In the article in MLQ 7 on page 3, this leading Coventry comrade carefully
avoids accusing; all Trotskyist organ1satlons of a contemptuous attitude -
towards the worklng class: for him it is only 'some' Trotskyist organlsatlons
that do this not all. In fact in the same month in which the Coventry group
resigned from the CFB, their chairman and secretary both made speeches to -
a so-called 'Right to Wbrk March" which was wholly under the leadershlp of
the Trotskyist, economist and opportunist 'International Soc1a11sts S

In Lenin's words,the Coventry group is indeed "fawning on the opportunlsts"

The struggle within the CFB over Social Democracy showed how far the .ﬂ‘
Coventry group has fallen into tailism behind the opportunists. The group
repeatedly talks about 'exposure' of Social Democracy rather than boldly
combating Social Democracy. By this they mean exposure crab-wise = by g
approaching it sideways rather than by firmly criticising it head-on. They'
criticise Social Democracy only in a way that will not cause too much
offense to its supporters. For example in MLQ 7 their leading comrade’.
deliberately starts off hls article by praising the aims of the Labour
Party Manifestoof 1974 as 'very laudable'!

For the Coventry group the revisionists, Trotskyists and Social
Democrats are the wofklng class. The group does not grasp Lenin's key' ld ait.
in the struggle agalnst opportunism that we must go "lower and deeper:into’
the real masses” in order to rally the staunchest and most rellable R

proletarian fighters.

- On the question of bourgeois nationalisation, the Coventry group supports
and broadcasts the opportunists' campaign for bourgeo1s nationalisation 'f
even though this strengthens state monopoly capitalism, brings us nearer -
the corporate state and social fascism and does not save workers' jobs.
becguse nationalisation is rationalisation. For example in both. MLQ 7 and MLQ
11 their comrade calls on revolutionary Communists to campaign for the
nationalisation of North Sea 0Oil!

The CFB says firmly that the campaign for nationalisation is the work o “f'f‘
the. opportunists and not a real demand of the working class. The real=’\;mf e
demand of the working class is the right to work. : RS

The way the Coventry group bow to the campalgn for bourgeois nat10na11sat1m1 _if§
is another example of haw they do not dare to stand up to the opportunis s |
in the working class. >

3

Summary

. The Coventry group have made ma;or errors of liberalism by falllng to. .

carry out active ideological struggle and of ultra—democracy by not putt1ng

Party-building first and by tailing behind the opportunists in the worklng

class. We call on them to make a bold self-cr1t1c1sm. e
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None of the errzors have been unique in the CFB and it is not & crima.to
commit errors; even.ones as serious as these. Mdking errors is am inev1Fa§13
part of political work . The important thing is to have & bold, self-critical:
attitude and to correct them quickly.

At the seame tims we warn the Coventry group that unless they speedily_
correct their errors they will degenerate from comrades meking opportunist
errors into full-blown opportunigts.

[

The contradiction with the Coventry group became antagonistic not bacause
: " they committed exrrors but because they resentad and rejected criticism and
' dug.themselves into an opportuniat position.

We know that subjectively comrades ir Coventyry dasire proletarian revolution
and work hdrd and long., Hut dbjectival? they have teken up a thoroughly
opportunist stand, What started as a number of innocent migtaked has, thfough
lack of bold self~eriticism, became a wedpon of reaction. Unless the /
Coventry group quickly corrvects its midtékes it will bacome an ohetacle to its
members and those under its leadership preventing them militantly supporting
the building of the revolutionary Communist Party,

2 For these reasons, unless the Coventry group quickly corvects its arrors
it is in the interests of the working class that the group should disinteg=-
rate. Instead of this we hope before long to read a bold self~criticism,

BULILD THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY TO LEAD THE RE VOLUTION! -

Executive Committes of the CFB(M-L)
April 1976

Letter of Resignation from the Sacfai:ary of the Coventsy Group to tha
Executive Committaa, 3:3°76.

2 Daar Comrades, -

“g I am writing to you on behalf of the Coventry Group to infoim you of our
. decision to sever all organisational links with the €IS,
e ‘A8 we pointed out at tha Third SCM (Confarence) the policy document

¢ aceeptad by that meeting demonstrates that the political line of the CI'B has
been captured by subjective dogmatism, Tha organigational steps taken at the
conferance, included in and basad on the acceptad document, no lajger &llows
the ideological and political struggle to take place that is necessary for
the develop ment of a Marxist-Leninist Party in Britain., The political putsch
g 4 that has taken place in the CFB is illustrated by the complete rajection of
2 '0Origins and Perspectives', with only briaf veflevence to it at tha SGM and no
open struggle againgt it prior to this meeting.

An even more glaring example of this putsch was the abselute rejection of
the JCC statement 'On the (uestion of Party Building' by the Third SGM.

* The 'Documents of the C¥B' were accepted aftar protracted struggle and the

. involvement of all comrades and whilst they must always be open to ocriticism

, amendment, or even totdl rejection, they cannot be overthrown without

o examination and without struggle. That is the method of nmanipulation and is

: the antithesis of the style of work required to build a revolutionary party
based -on democratic centralism. No matter how sincere the desire of the comradas
e may be, that desire can never veplecé the concrete situation, if the goal is
L6 to be a Marxist-Leninist Party. '

[ ]
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BOLDLY COMBAT SOCIAL DEMOCRACY
IN THE STRUGGLE TO OVERTHROW CAPITALISM

(RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY: THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE CFB MARCH 1976)

Introduction , o
There have been serious, and at some times dominant right opportunist

errors in the Federatipn on the question of social democracy. The ideological
errors have been those of liberalism, empiricism, economism and tailism., To
fail to boldly combag social democracy when.it.is very clearly fulfilling
its role of the prindipal prop of tlhe bourgécisie is tantamount to
surrendering leadership of the working class®to the social democrats.

Right opportunist errors on social democracy must be ruthlessly exposed
in the CFB. We fust build the M/gxist-Leninist Party in bold relentless
struggle against social democratic and all other forms of bourgeois ideo-
logg in the working class,

.Stra.theg.lcf..li’.mﬁfégi;;?;%js

1. Fierce class struggles are inevitable between the working class and the
bourgeoisie, but they cannot result in socialist revolution until the
working: Blass is led ideologically, politically and organisationally by
the proletarian party.

2. The principal task in Britain today is to build the Marxist-~Leninist
Party of the proletariat. Marxist-Leninists in Britain must struggle to
accomplish what Lenin called the "first historical -task" in revolution: that
of winning over the "class conscidus vanguard" to "soviet power and the

Al Until this task is essentially completed
it is an opportunist error’ empt to carry out the second historical
task, that of being able to lead the masses to the new position that can
ensure the victory of the vanguard in the revolution,

3. Ome of the main obstaclesito the socialist rewolution is the influence
of bourgeois ideology within"the working'class. Lenin pointed out that the
proletarian party could not win over the class conscious vanguard without
the complete ideological and political victory over opportunism;
"Orie of the indispenaible conditiona for the preparation of the -
proletariat for ite victory ie the protracted, determined and mereiless
struggle against. opportuniem, reformism, social-chauviniem and the
influence " of 'the bourgeois odrrents “of this kind, which are inevitable
- st Tongtas the pio tetariat Sasvsin condittond-of éapttaliem't;
e (Constituent Asgenbly Elections and" €he 'Dictatorstip of “the Proletariat)

R 2

that hes taken place im, the. CEB 18 bilusoraced by Lhe «omo ]
Theidlhanian cemypdesibave fyrthes elaborated this thesis by poinmting out
Shatiistruggle against it prior to this meeting.!
siWithoutothis)atiugg Leniti thout .the comnlete preliminary vietory over
the OPpOXREURtem,in ' bhe -Labouy movement thexe .can be, 1o .question of the
 dictatorehip of the proletariat. Only by wuniting wider the revolutionary
banner of Vhe -Maritiet-Leniniat partics cair the working class realise its
historic wopld mieaion, the revolutionary destruction of the eapitalist
o¥der. ond the construction of the new socialist society.

4.1 Bourgeois ideology penetrates the working class in many forms, Social

dictatorship of the proleta

enemy within the working class, the most serious ideological and political
enemy. is social democracy. Lenin pointed out long ago that the social '
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democracy is a bourgeois ideological trend. Although revisionism is a serious
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democratic parties are detatchmentgof the bourgeoisie, its agents in the
working class movement .and its principal soeial prop.

4.2  Social democracy purports to struggle .on the behalf of the workers
but makes the workers believe that they can only hope for reforms within
the existing capitalist system, In other words it preaches bourgeois
reformism, while the working class remain wage slaves. Social .demoeracy
opposés the idea of the proletarianm revolution and the dictatorship of -the
proletariat, Instead it preaches 'pragmatism' - complete surrender to the
daily requirements of capitalism - or alternatively that society will be
changed not through revolution but by the ethical re-education in bourgeois
‘socialist' values. Social demoeracy opposes the vanguard role of the
proletariat, Instead it talks of the national intevest and preaches class
cofziliatién between the working class and the bourgeoisie. In other words
it defends the right of the bourgeoisie to exploit the labour of .the workers.

4.3  The Marxist-Leninist Party must liquidate the ideological influence
of social democ¥acy in the working class.

5.F Social démocracy is at present organised politically in Britain in-
the Labour Pa¥ty and among the trade union- leadership. Marxist-Leninists .
wust win the ideological leade¥ship of the working class from the social
democratic Labeour Pa#ty_by‘prolanggd;ideologi¢a1-andkgolitical struggle.
The Labour Party must be'‘unrelentingly .exposed at all times a5 an agent .of
the monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie. '

5.2 When inopposition the Labour Party opposes particuldr policies of

the bourgeoisie only in words' and from an' entirely reforméécyiéandpﬁint, It
disarms the working class’ideologically and politically and: thus prevents.it
from defending itself from attacks by the bourgeoisie.

5.3 In power the Labour Party serves the interests of the monopo Ly
capitalist bourgeoisie and launches fierce attacks bn the working class on
behalf of the bourgeoisie. In the course of these attagks the Labour
govexnment tries to hamstring the working class.by posing as a genuine <
government of the class, and by bringing pressure on all reformist trade
uiion leaders to accept its anti-working class policies.

5.4 The imcreasing dependence of the bourgeoisie on state menopoly

capital means that the social democratic Labour Party is being transformed.
from an alternative party of the bourgeoisie intoitsa p}inhiphljparty. The
growing corpbrate state and the erosion of bourgeois democratic rights shows
that "Objectively social democrdacy 18 the moderate wing of Faseism".” (Stalin)

5.5 What 1imited concessions Labour goverments make to. the werking class
have almost always already been won by the working class through their. own
struggle, and would have had to be conceded by the monopoly capitglist
class in any case. This was so for the repeal of -the Industrial Relatioms
AQ‘M [ ST .

5.6 Other apparent.concessions introduced by the Labour government 'in

fact gerve the interests of the state monopoly capitalist wing of the
bourgeoisie, in taking further steps towards .the state monopoligation of

the mdans of production. Examplés of this are the Labour goverment{s policy
of 'beurgeois nationalisation and of providing increased investment in
monopoely capitalist companies by using large sums of moneéy taken from people
through taxes, or by massive budget.deficits which cut the living..
standard-of workers through inflationm and on which large interest payments ...

have to be made to finance capital. oo
5.7 On the few occasfons. when reforms introdiced by the Labour government

do not serve these_purposes they are trivial changes which .in no way transform
the relative strength of class forces in the country, and are the absolute
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minimum necessary foy the Labour Party still to beiailg.
of the working class, so that it can continue ﬁxs&@&qﬁg;fj
the bourgeoisie of winning acceptance by the workihgﬁgﬁéms
existence of the capitalist system. “h- SR

5.8 The working class, including its more milié%nt industrial sections,
still lock to the Lsbour Party for guidance and reforms. the majority are
though now disappointed in the Labour Party bedause it does not serve their
interests or solve their problems. However. their understanding is from
within the limits of bourgeois ideology: in a reformist way they vote
Labour as the 'lesser evil' rather than for the Comservative Party. In
addition social democratic and revisionist trade union leaders ensure that
the trade union movement is closely bound to the Labour Party.

iibqse as a party
litical serwvice to
of the continued

5.9 We must relentlessly and vividly expose the bourgeois nature of the
Labour Party and actively call on the vanguard of the working class to
support- the building of the Proletarian Marxist-Leninist Party.

6.1 A major arena for struggling for political and organisational leader-
ship of the working class is at the place of work and in the trade unions.
Here the Marxist-Leninist Party must give a consistent and far-sighted
leadership of the working clas: in both the short and lofig term interests. The
Party members must be tribunes of the .people -and.not merely good trade union
secretaries. .They must enargetically.-criticise the..service .of the bourgeoisie
of the social democratic . trade.union leadexs. and .deprive.these leaders of
ghiir following. ) X ] . ¢ Ju

. speciiic campaign must be waged in trade unions against giying
support to the Labour Party. Campaigns must be waged for the unions to
disaffiliate from the Labour Party and to end their support in the form of

the political levy.

7.1 In the relentless struggle against social democratic.ideology,
poiitics and organisation, Marxist-Leninists must be skilled in uniting the
advanced elements around the leaderxship and must guidé them to raise the
level of the intermediate elements and win over the backward elements. The
advanced elements are characterised by their class cBnsciousness, by their
firm understanding of the bitterness .of “the expléitatfon'andoppression of
the working class by the .bourgeoisie. Advanced elements are-not .characterised
by their present level of activity.

7.2 Many active leaders in the workers' movement are at present active
only because of their social democratic desire for reforms within the.
continuing capitalist system. Their social democratic politics and style of
work are directly opposed to and are obstaclesin the way of mobilisation of
the broad masses of the working class, Lt 15 essenctial that these hctivist"

mémbers are not described as '~ . advanced elements. Their hctivism' is in

fact the impediment to the active participation in the class struggle of the
mass of the workers, because their ideology, politics and organisation are
bourgeois.,

Tactics

8.1 - These general strategic principles for struggle againstsocial
democracy must at all times be energ etically carried out and related to
concrete practice. They must also be applied at election time.

8.2 The tactics of carrying out this struggle must be subordinate to,
support and illustrate the overall strategic principles. Tactics must not be
used as an opportunist extuse for going diametrically against.the main
strategic principles. As Stalin said, "Tactics are a part of strategy,
subordinate to it and serving it".
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9. The Lesser Evil Argument

9.1 Two right opportunist arguments have been put forgard to provide excuses
for us to tail behind the Labour Party and call on workers to vote Labour.
One is the argument that workers should support the Labour Party as "the
lesser evil'.In other words,, in a situation "whexrd une British Party repre-
sents working peoples' real interests and ambitions", the working class

must look.for temporary, limited and even trivial reforms from one

bourgeois party or the other. Instead of stressing that the only real gains
for the working class result from the exercise of working class power and -
strength, this line surrenders hopelessly to and propagates reformism looking
for reforms within the existing capitalist system. It is an example of
economism, of bourgeois trade union consciousness as described by Lenin

in 'What Is To Be Done'. In fact it is only from the narrowest economist
viewpoint that the Labour Party seems to be the 'lesser evil'. Objectively
the Labour Party is a greater danger than the Conservative Party because

it presents itself as the friend of the workers and cripples their capacity
to fight the capitalists' attack. It is for this reason that the Labour Part

is the principal social prop of the bourgeoisie.

9.2 This economist error of calling the Labouy Party the'lesser evil' goes
hand in hand with right opportunist defeatism sbout the prospect of
building the Marxist-Lepinist Party, and lack of boldness in fighting
social democracy. Instead of saying defiantly "our cwn right hands . our
chains ehall sever” in the words of the "Intdrnationale", this line
abjectly advises workers to rely on saviours from on high to deliver one or
two crumbs to the working class. Instead of giving the working class and
in particular the advanced élements leadership i{u breaking out of their
economist views of the Labour Party as the 'lesser evil', this line tajls
after them and plays back to them what they think already. It forgets
Stalin's words, "The Party canwnot be a real party if it limite iteelf to
registering what the masses of the working cless feel and think".

The Expose Labour Argument

10.1 The other right opportunist argument for calling on workers to vote

at election time is that it is easier to expose the Labour Party whem it

is in power. But the main factor in helping the workers comprehend that

the Labour Party is a bourgeois party is- whether Marxist-Leninists make '
ﬁbrx&&&qzbﬁhﬂ;;hiyslgmandpconcretengpoquxeswbiztheﬁiﬁﬂﬁﬂkﬁpa:tyamiﬁﬂﬁbﬁﬁ#a&t this
‘right qpportunist-lineusays.thdtntbg.mdiq:fac;orninpexpos;ngzthGJthour Party lies
‘within the realm of bourgeois politics 4nd 'in the harids of .the bourgenisie; it
pins hopes on adjustments within the bourgeois party political system

which will put and keep the Labour Party in.government. This line fails to

carry out the task of bold uncompromising exposure of ;the Labour Party for

fear of being in a temporary minority. It fears that the masses will never.

come over £0 acorrect proletarian)line. It shows a lack of faith in the

masses., '

10.2 The line of using elections to support the return of a Labour
government prevents Marxist-Leninists from waging all-round attacks on
social democracy's ideology and political record. As always right
opportunism acts to "bind one's hands, divert -one from the path, force -one
to forget what is relatively far off and without which small gains are but
the vanity of vanities”, (lenin - The Proletarian Revolutionary Party of

a MNew .Type, pl0).

11, The Labour Party and Lenin's Advice in 'Left Wing Communism'

11.1 Although in 1920 the advanced elements of the working class- had been
in and around the new Communist Party, Communists -often found it hard to
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get a hearing from the mass of the workers. The middle elements of the
working class were militant supporters of -the Labout Party.

11:2 At that time the Labour Party was in essence a bourgeois Party on
account of its bourgeois ideology and leadership. But because of the

class conscious militancy of its members and the relatively open federal
structure of its organisation, it could be an arena for mobilising the mass
of British workers around the Communist Party which already contaified -the

vanguard of the workers.

11.3 The rightist line opportunistically makes use of Lenin's arguments in
'Left Wing Communism', while distorting some of them arnd not botheéring to
examine whether those arguments apply to the concrete conditions of’today.
Lenin never said "vote Labour to smash Labour". Nor did he say that it was
necessary to support the Labour Party as a rope supports a hanged man, He
said it was necessary to support Henderson as a rope supports a hanged man,

and the difference is significant. s

11.4 In 1920 the Labour Party had never yet.been in power, and therefore it
would have been considerably more difficult for the mass of the working
class to become disillusioned in Labour leaders like Henderson until they
had seen him in power. However Lenin did not argue that the working class
needed prolonged experience of a state capitalist regime before they could
grasp the necessity to seize state power, In fact he never proposed simply
voting for the Labour Party. He proposed also the offer of an electoral
alliance with a division of the seats and the right of freedom of criticism
and propaganda. He argu2d this in a situation when the masses needed to be
convinced of the essentially bourgeois nature of the Lsbour Party, and where
the Liberal Party in its death throes, wasproposing an electoral pact with
Conservatism as a means of unifying a divided ruling class. v 1

11.5 In addition in 1920 the extremely severe post-war crisis of capitalism
and the stitring example of the Soviet revolution made rapid progress
towards the British revolution not only possible but probable. Lenin wrote
in 'Left Wing Communism' (Peking edition, p286) "aonditions for a success-
ful proletarion revolution are clearly maturing”.

11.6 None of these conditions apply today. It is incorrect to mechanically
apply the line of 1920 to the changed conditions of today. To apply:the line
of 1920 today is objectively right opportunist. It provides an_ apparently
Marxist excuse for tailing behind the Lsbour Party and failing to attack it
boldly. It is an example of revisionism, for revisionism is precisely the
twisting of Marxism to serve bourgeois politics.

I2. Guard Against 'Left' Opportuniém

While actively combating these right opportunist lines, we must guard
against the danger of 'left' opportunism. The 'left' opportimist line makes
the general agitatbmal call to the masses of "Don't vote" at electionm times.
This is left in form only. It appears revolutionary - making a break with
reformism - but is right in essence. It makes use of the disillusionment of
the masses in bourgeois democracy, but without giving bold leadership to the
advanced elements. It helps push them in the arms of Fascism. It enforces
bourgeois pessimism without struggling for its revolutionary alternative.

We must get the advanced workers to break with social democratjc ideology

and embrace Communism.

I13. The Correct Line

13.1 The line on social democracy must correctly serve the present central
task for the socialist revolution in Britain. That -is, the building of the
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Marxist-Leninist Party. We are confronted with the "first historical task'".
Therefore the correct line must concentrate on propaganda work in rallying
the advanced elements, on smash:.ng the chains ~ ideological, political and
organisational - binding them to socxal democracy and specifically the

Labour Party.

13.2 As part of a constant unity and stryggle with these elements, the p
leadership we give ‘at election times must be in essence: "Don't vote Labour - .

Build the Revolutionary Communist Party'. During elections, as at all times, N
we struggle to get them to bresk with social democracy, while ﬁn;.ti;ng with -

them in the fight to build the proletarian Party which will lead and serve
the working class., At this stage, before the first historical task is even
partially completed, a general "Vote Labour" call is right opportunist and
a general kbstentionist' call is "left' opportumist,

14. The Historical Task in 1920 and Today

14,1 The incorrect xight and 'left' lines on the tactics of fighting social
demoeracy have not made a concrete analysis of concrete conditions. The
essential difference between Britain in the 1920's, when Lenin wrote 'Left
Wing Communism', and Britain today is that we have a Gualitatively different
"historical task' confronting us now, than then.

14,2 As Lenin says the first historical task, that of winning over the
vanguard, "could not be aceool aaoomphshed without a eomplete ideological and
poZit*tan vigtory over opportuniem and soaﬂaz—chcmmniem" ('Left Wing
Communism, Peking edition, p98). Today we would say: 'opportunism and social
democracy’, Communists in Br:.tam have not accompl:.shed this. We will only
do it by bu:.ldmg the proletarian Marxist-Leninist Party; having & base in
the working class and boldly comabting soc:.al democracy.

14.3 Britain in the 1920's had reached its 'second' historical task, Lenin
then said that Communists have to "lead the masses (hig emphasis) to the new
position that con ensuve the victory of the vanguard in the . revolution!,
('Left Wing Communism', Peking edition, p98). This mgant eliminating 'left

doctrinairism'.

14,4 We ar€ not now at that stage in_the struggle.to build the Marxist— Lem.m.st
Party: begause of the degeneratlan of the Communist Party of Great Britain

and its capitulation to rev:.s:.on:.sm, we have to acccmpl:.sh the first '
bistorical task once agpin, We cannot give practical polltlcal leaiierath

to the masses until we have’ struggled with and, Iargely won over, the

advanced elements in, thé working clasg to Cﬁnmumsrﬁ. i frg 2 Eo
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SMASH OPPORTUNISM TO WIN THE PROLETARIAN 'VANGUARP!

"We stand for active ideological struggle because it is the wegpon for
ensuring wnity within the party end the revelutionary organtsations in
the interests of our fight. Every Commmist and revolutionary should

take wp this weapon."
('Quotations from Mao Tse-tung', p261)

As part of the rectification campaign against right opportunism which the
CFB(M-L) has been engaged in for the past year (see the CFB(M-L) Third
Conference Resolution in this issue of 'Revolution'), the CFB(M-L) has begun
to grasp firmly the profound truth of this thesis of Comrade Mao Tse-tung.

The National Committee of the CFB(M~L) has recently triumphantly hammered
out the policy statement 'Boldly Combat Social Democracy in the Struggle to
Overthrow Capitalism'. We have won a militant unity around a policy statement
which gives a bold lead to our members and the Marxist-Leninist movement
generally: a unity which has been won thrpugh active ideological strugglé,

But ideological struggle alone is not enough: we must militantly put our
policy into practice. As Mao Tse-tung says ideological struggle is the wéapon’
for ensuring unity in the interests of outr fight, This is why the policy

Statement says that we must combat social democracy in the struggle to
overthrow ecapitalism.

IHE 'FIRST HISTORICAL TASK'

If right opportunism is to be defeated and gyarded against in the struggle
to build the revolutionary Communist Party it is essential that we grasp the
distinction between the two diferent tasks of revolution - a dis tinction

which Lenin clearly made:

"While the firet historical task (that of winning over the dlase
cengcious panguard of the proletariat to Soviet power and the -
dictatorship of the-working olass) could not be aceomp lished without a
comp lete ideological and political vigtory over opportunism-and social-
chauvinism, the second task,,whjoh now becomes the immediate task, and
which consists in being able to lead the masses to'the new position.that .
can ensure the victory of the venguard in the revolution - this
immediate task cannot be aceomplished without elimingting left
doctrinatrism, without completely overcoming and eliminating its
mistokes”. ('Left Wing Communism', Peking edition, p98) M

Clearly Communists have not yet won over the class cons cious vanguard.” )
Failure to grasp this fact has been one of the major reasons for opportunism
in fighting social democracy. Until we have broken the grip of all currefits '
of bourgeois ideology.on. the vanguard - princimlly  reformism, but also
revisionism and trotskyism - andg won them over to Comminist ideas there tan
be no question of leading the masses, and to attémpt to do so will lead
inevitably to opportunism. As Lenin said:

"The proletarian vanguard has been won- over tdeologieally. That is the

main thing., Without this not even the first steps towards victory cam .
be madel!". ('Left Wing Communism', Peking edition, p97.(our emphasis))

‘What-is the e‘ssenn‘ée_ of accomplishing this first historical task? It is
unders tanding who the class conscdiws vanguard -are and resolutely.and -
fiercely fighting opportunism in order to win them,over to Marxism-Leninism.
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WHO ARE THE .CLASS~-CONSCIOUS* VANGUARD?.

"Engels drave a~diavtinati4 between the '"bourgeote Labour Party' of
the .0ld ‘trade. unions.= the.privileged minority. —and the "lowveat
mage", the real:majority, end he gppeals to the .latter who are not
infected by "bourgeois vespectability". .This ie the ecssence of
Maraist tactics!... it is thevefore our duty, if we.wieh to vemain
Socialists, to go down lower and deeper, to the real masses. This s
the whole meaning and the whole purport of the struggle against
opportuntem. " (Lenin - "Imperialiem.and the Split.in. the Socialiet
Movement'. - Quoted in'Lenin on the Struggle. against. Revisionism',
Peking edition, p75.)

The class~conscious vanguard then are not the opportunist activists of
the official lsbour movement but the ordinary workers, those most -conscious
of the bitterness of their exploitation and oppressien.. It is essential
that the counter-revolutionary reformists, revisionists .and Trotskyists
who are doeminant in the labour movement are not described as the vanguatd.
(For a generally correct analysis of this question see the sections =" "
entitled "What Must Marxist-Leninists Do", "Who are the Advanced Workers?'
and “"To Fight in the Midst of the Masses" in the article "Lower. and Deeper

into the Proletariat' in MLQ 11).

BOLDLY COMBATING OPPORTUNISM.

Marxist-leninist theoxry is the crystallised experience of well over one
hundred years of the international Communist Movement. At this stage of
party=-building theory is primary over practice. (See the Third Conference
Regolution and supporting article in this issue of "Revelution'.)

This truth is inseparably. linked with the question of fighting
opportunism. Winning over the. class—conscious vanguard.is essentially &
matter of resolutely fighting to win them over to the ideas of Marxism~
Leninism, to establish. the hegemony. of proletarian. ideology over
bourgeois ideology. Without accomplishing this task.there can be no
question of the vanguard euentually leading the masses.in. revolution.

Communism in Britain today is in. a period of theoretical chaos. For
decades the working class movement has. been dominated.by.opportunism. We
must firmly grasp that the reformists, revisionists .and Trotskyists are
not simply well-meaning people with. incorrect ideas, they.are. objectively
counter-revolutiondries, agents of the bourgeoisie,.purveyors of its ideo~-
logical and politicdl influence.in. the. working class and impediments to
the involvement of the masses in the class struggle... This line was
concisely summed up by Lenin: )

"Practice has, shown that the active people in.the.working elass move-
ment who adhede to the opportunist trend are better.defenders of the
bourgeoigfe than the bourgecistie itself... This is. where our principal
enemy i8: and we must conquer this enemy."(fLenin -on. the Struggle
Against Revisionism', Peking edition, p74).

We cannot conquer this enemy. unless we master. Marxist theory and master
it for the sole reason of smashing opportinisim:in the interests of the
revolution. Guided by Marxist théory the revolutionary Communist Party
will be the vanguard of the.revolutionj.."The.role..of vauguard fighter-can
berpatfilled only. by a party. that.ie guided by. the.moat.advanced theory."
(Lentn = 'What is To Be Done?' Peking edition, p29). :
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Spontaneism, an infatuation with.practical activity, is a serious right
opportunist .error in.the Marxist-Leninist movement. Engaging in practical
activity without .grasping the need for that activity to be.guided by theory

inevitably leads. to opportunism. In particular working.in. the trade union

movement in this way will lead to tailing. behind social democracy. (For a
clear example of this right opportunist and tailist error, see the article
'"Nationalisation' by DJ.and DS in MLQ 11)

The inseparable link.between.blind practical. activity..and opportunism was
boldly made by Lenin in 'What Is To Be Done':

"Without @ revolutionary theory there -can. be.no. revolutionary movement.
This . thought cannot be insisted upon.too stromgly.at a.time when the
fashionable preaching of cpportunism goes hand in. hand with an infatua-
tion With the narrowvest forms of parctical activity."” (Peking edition,p28)

Communismin : Reitain. .is onlyinthe process of formation; it has not yet.
settled accounts with opportunism.To argue that we must engage in yet more blind
practice; that practice, is more important than theory, that those who argue
for the crucial importance of theory are dogmatists or 'academicist', is as
Lenin said, like "wiehing mournere at a funeral 'happy returns of the day'".

SOCIAL DEMOCRACY IS A SERVANT OF IMPERIALISM

Social democraey is; as our policy statement says, a bourgeois ideological
trend. It disarms the working class by preaching reformism and. class collabor-.
ation. It denies the need for revolution and the.dictatorship of the working
class. It defends. the right of. the bourgeoisie to exploit the working class.

dpi

Social .democracy is being. transformed from.an alternative party of the
bourgeoisie into-its.ErinciEal_party. This is an-objective process
independent of the wishes of the bourgeoisie. It is a.result of the
increasing dependence. of the bourgeoisie.on state capital.. That is why the
social democratic.Labour.Party.hasnbeenuinvpowerlforueightuof.the.last twelve

years.

In powerﬂthe‘Labouerarty.fiercely.attacksvthe»rightswof.thenworkers. It
attagksubourgeoiswdemocratiCJrights:(as:in;the.recentxanti~terrorist
legislation). It extends the role.of the state in all aspects of the economy,
particularly through nationalisation and investment subsidies, thus
lowering the living standards of the masses.through inflation.and increased
taxation. It:incorporates the trade.union movement, notably .its leadership,
into the state and thus increases the threat of the corporate state. (TU .
leaders 1ike‘;bnes, Scanlon .and Murray are now. part of. the bourgeoisie and
help the bourgeois state.control thewages .and living standards of their

members.) .

"Objectively social democracy is .the moderate wing of fascism" (Stalin).
Social democracy and its.hand maideng in. the Communist Party of Great Britain
(CPGB) and the trotskyist movement are social fascists.. They are a far
greater threat than the National Front.

For all these .reasons social. democracy is. the main enemy.in the working
class movement. It is the chief vehicle for opportunism and it must be our
principal target. for attack. The revisionist CPGB is a lackey. of the Labour
Party and is.a secondary enemy. Trotkyists are revealed by -their support
for social democracy as 'left in. form and right in essence' and as a further

enemy.
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All these tendencies must.be beldly and:.vigorously opposed . as servants of
the imperialist bourgeoisie. Failure .to.do this is. the.grossest betrayal
of the working .class. and the.revolution.

RIGHT OPPORTUNISM: ON- SOCLAL .DEMOCRACY. IN.THE CFB(M-L)

"To fail to boldly. combat.social.democracy when it-is.very clearly
Fulfilling its. role. of the principal.social prop. of.the. bourgeoisie
18 tantamount ot survendering leadership .of the working.clase to the
soctal democratg.” (NC policy statement). '

The CFB(M-L) has made serious right opportunist errors on.the question
of social democracy and at times right opportunism has been dominant. In
September 1974 a general meeting of the CFB(M-L) passed.an opportunist resolution
saying that we should tell the working class to vote Labour. (see editorial).

Two separate right opprtunist arguments.have been put. foxward. for support-
ing voting Labour. The common factor in both of them is that we are still
only at the stage of winning the vanguard and that attempting .to lead the
masses will in consequence lead to opportunism. '

THE VOTE LABOUR TO EXPOSE LABOUR ARGUMENT

This argument dogmatically~and opportunistically applies Lenin's tactical
advice from 'Left Wing Communiim' and elevates it to.the level of a strategy.
It fails to examine Lenin'ds advice in the.light:of the vastly changed con-
ditiofts of today. (For a more.detailed..discussion of .the.specific.difference,
see the saction of the NC policy statement entitled."The Labour.Party.and Lenin's
Advice in 'Left Wing Communism'").

The crucigl difference between 1920 and now. is. that Communists had rallied the
vanguard around them, that: it was then.the.question .of leading the masses
in a situation whexe. "oonditions.for.a successful yeyolution.are.olearly maturing".
{'Left Wing Communism', Peking edition, p86).

We will ignore at our peril the difference in a sitlatiion where we are
still engaged in rallying the vanguard and one where it was a question of
leading the masses. Lenin's advice to British Communists was written to guide
their work when it was: '

"\ v @ question Of practical action by the masses, of. the.disposition,
tf one may so eapress it, of vast armies,.of #he alignment of all the
olags forces. of the given society.fo? the pinal .and decieive battle”.
('"Left Wing Communism', Peking. edition,.p98.(emphasis in original)

The article in MIQ 7 "Expose.the Reformists. of.every.Stripe and Hue" by
DJ is the best (or worst) example of the line which argues that we should
"Vote Labour to Expose Labour". .

Thig opportunist statement. argues. that. the aims of.the 1974 Labour Party
were M'very.laudable". (p2) and that;

"dn important feature in the coming monthe will.be.the campaigns inside
and outeide of the offictal Labour movement for the Labour goveriment to
honour <te manifesto and for it to be answerable to.its policy making
conference. It will be an act. of criminal infantilism for Marzist-
Leniniete to stand aside.from these campaigns and to say that we know
the inevitable role of Labour governments, and therefore we will stand
cagide. firom:the gtruggles. " (p5) .

This is an ineWitable result of his failure to understand the stage of.
revolution. Attempts to.lead.the masses until we have .won- the vanguard
inexorably lead to failure to boldly combat.opportunism: in. the case of this
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comrade .to.even fail to.grasp the essence.ofireformistw0pportunism, he does
not -even see. the. aims of  the. Labour Party manifesto.are not .'very laudable'

but are rather a programme for:Social Fascism.

' Working in. leading positions in the trade union movement.without winning
a Pase in the.vanguard.of the working class can only .lead to opportunist
compromise .and. tailism behind .the. left wing of socigl democracy. (See the
letter.of«the.EcmofntheuCFB(M%L)"tqmtgeﬂggventrngroupuinuthis issue of

Ed

.fRevolution').;*

- Significantly it.is the comrades. who..support .the opportunist line on social
democracy and nationalisation.who reject.the: .vital need. for..our work to be
guided by the most. advanced theory, who:preach opportunism and who are
"infatuated-by -the. narrowest formspof.practical.activity" and.who thus tail
behind socjial’ democracy.

THE LESSER.OF TWO EVILS ARGUMENT =

"This argument says- that: temporary and in.many..cases illusory. gains resulting
from the election of .a Labour government.are .a .correct reason for voting
Lanour.. &n* article by PJ.in MLQ.88&9. points.out..that the Labour government
repealed: the Industrial Relations Act .and Housing Finance Act and promised a
referendum.on the EEC.and the comrade says that:

"ALl the above listed points represent short.term. gains, and at the
same ‘time represent material. reasons why. many.sections. of the working
class still retain their support for the Labour Party.: .theve is every
reason for the working .class. to .avail .themselves of.every short-term
gain. This. is. the. main regson. why we.should support. voting Labour in
the current situation." (pl1l1)

This. line forgets the. words. of Marx and Engels that:

. "The .Communists. fight.for the attainment of thé tmmediate. aims, for the
enforcement. of the monentary intereste of theworking elass; but in the
movement. of the present, they also represent and take.care of the .
Jutuve -of the movement." ('The‘Communisthanifestof,mPeking edition, p74)

The .lesser of.two .evils argument sacrifices..the.'future.of the movement'
for 'momentary interests', Reforms introduced:by -the. Labour governments nearly
-always.serve .the .interests of.the bourgeoisie, éither. by being reforms which
-are. illusory,.such as nétionalisationnwhichmextgndsustate“monopolyAcapitalism
and in no way serves .the interests.of .the.working class.,..or. by being the
minimum possible concessions.necessary.to,retain.workingmclass.support and
- thus keepiiptact the social base. of. the Labour Party. Other reforms, such as
thenrepealgofnthe.Industrialeelation3,Act,¢were already won in struggle by
the working.class“andxwouldnhgye,beengeoncedédf by whichever.bourgeois party
was in office. ‘

The line sacrifices.the:ffuturemofutheumovement!wby.failing“to see that
bold struggle. against right opportunism is our principal. task at this sgage
of;the'revolution.wlfuthisfstxuggleuis‘neglected,nifuopportunist concessions
to social. democracy are made, then there.can.be houquestinn.of.winning the
vanguard. .and.therefore no. question..of eVvantuglly. . leading.the revolution.
Objectively the. proponents of .this line are condeming -the .working class to
perpetual enslavement by. capitalism. They forget Lenin's wgrning that right
opportunism “acls to; " '

"bind one's hands, dvert one from the path, force one te forget what -
i8 relatively far off and without which gmall gains are but the vanity
of vanities." ('The Proletarian Revolutionary Batty of a New Type,
Peking edition, pl0) '
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PESSIMISM IN REVOLUTION

Both right opportunist lines show a lack of faith in .the masses and deep
pessimism in Party building. A basic aspect of all right .opportunism is .
despair in revolutionary potential of the masses, and thus relying on short
term gains to the neglect of vivid. revolutionary propaganda and mass work.

The line of the lesser of. two.evils.fails to defiantly.build the Party
and rally the advanced.elements: around .it..It. asks .the.working .class to rely
on crumbs from the bourgeoisie rather. than:.boldly.giving the.advanced elements
leadership in graspng.the need .for: revolution. .The.line.of.vote Labour to
expose Labour meekly hands over responsibility.to.the bourgeois state and
parliamant to expgse the Labour Party. It ignores.the .fact that it is bold
and uncompromising exposure by the revolutionary Party.which.is the main
factor in demonstrating to the working class the: reactlonary nature of

social democracy.

Both lines fail to see that with' correct leadership.by.Communists, first
the advanced elements and then: the masses, will be.won.over.to Communism,

Both lines fail to grasp that the. proletariat is:.an .objectively.revolution-
ary class and that they will be- eventually won over. to.a.correct proletarian
line and that therefore revolution . is .inevitable,

THE MATERIAL BASIS FOR..OPPORTUNISM

A significant weakness of the NC policy statement.islthat there is no
line on the question of the material base for opportunxsm and reformism in
Britain., This has been a source of struggle and debate.in.the Marxist-
Leninist movement for years. It.is.also a.question.on.which. 1deolog1cal .
struggle is now taking place in the CFB(M=L).. When:that.struggle is
completed we will argue-for our.line.and the:policy:statement on social
democracy Wlll be SLganlcantly strengthened. However the NC policy
statement as it stands gives & bold and militant. lead to.our. comrades in
the struggle against social democracy.-and it would.be. an.intellectualist
error to withhold that lead.until we had. reached- unity.on. the material

base for opportunism.

BUILD: THE- REVOLUTIONARY . COMMUNIST :PARTY .TO. LEAD. THE .REVOLUTION!

Bulldlng the revolutionary: Communxst Party is:the.principal task in
Britain today.. At this stage of .the.revolution.it is .smashing.the ideological,
political and: organisational chains which. bind the working class to
oppotunism and social democracy which is. the main aspect .of this task.
Particular attention must be paid.to the. advanced elements. The Albanian:
comrades have pointed out.that}

"Without the complete preliminary. victory. over. cpportwnism-in the labour
movement -there can be no question . of the.dictatorship..of. the proletariat,”
('Social democracy in.the service.of .the bourgeoisie..and reaction' -
'Albania Today', September 1973.).

We must boldly carry .out this task in order to rally the. vanguard of the’
working class around the revolutionary Communist Party.

SMASH OPPORTUNISM - BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY'COMMUNIST PARTY!

34

&r



' LOWER..AND..DEEPER: INTO: THE .PROLETARIAT': = SELF CRITICISM

I am now-convinced: that serious. liberal errors were made.in the first
part of this article..These. errors showed in' the following ways:~

a) . in .a failure. to.be conscientious enough and. to make rigorous analysis.

b) in resorting.to-descriptionJatwtimes,»insteadwof.factually analysing.

c).inﬂusinguwords.1oose1y,~andx£ailing«to“use-MarxistrLeninist language.

.d} in failing:toﬁdrawuclean“lines.if:demarcationuwith;positions taken up
by other partsxof'the;ManxistrLeninist movemnnt.

The'generalsline'throughout'ihis.article‘isrcorrect.mﬂowever, I wish to
make three specific criticisms of points on page 51,.in the light .of the
aboNe self-criticism. I do-this in order that:the struggle will not be
diverted away from the line,.into. to trying to sort.out the unscientific
language used in the article. S

1. "Turning the whole of -the ﬁroletariatmintomauflabouruaristocracy‘ in
the world .laid the basis....."(First. full paragraph) ,

It is liberal and un-marxist to.use a'phrase.like..'labour arigtocracy' in
a different context than:usual, without:political argument.to. back it up, It
is liberal and sloppy:to put it in inverted.commas. to.indicate that it is
analogy, a description. In an .article .like. this, I.should.have.put a clear
theoretical position. It is.objectively jntellectualist to.revive a long
standing polemic in the‘BritichuMarxist—Leninistmmgvement,vwhen this can
only detract.fromfthe.mainupoint»bf,thé.article,UThiswiswbound to divert
attention from the;centralwargumentguandrhelp.fudgemlinesaofwdemarcation on
this question. ' 8 4%

2. . "In. recent years,.Becéusewofwtheuunrelénting.struggleswof:the peoples
of the world...»"(second paragraph)

. Again, the lackﬂofuthotoughnesspandxclaritymhasmled;tovqohfusion@.The article
overstated. the externalxcontradictionsmof-imperialismwandwunderstated the
internalzones.uEssenciallig;this:isncorrect:since:l‘waswtryinguto highlight
points which. have been ignored in the polemic: so. far..The-internal contrad-~
iction between the proletariat .and. the monopoly. capitalist. bourgeoisie

have been adequately dealt with:elsewhere.<However,: this:should-have been:
clearly stated. so as to avoid confusion: Even.given.this,.it is wrong to
objectively.denz.the_internaluc0ntradictionruTheusentence-should, therefore,
have said that the.crisis was:partly due to .these struggles.

qrie.

3. "....shows just how persuasive.and deep.rooted. is-the idéological
corruption of. the proletariat!.: (third paragraph)

This is inconsistentfwith:the:reSt:of:the.articlé;“this,uagain, is due to
liberakism. Everywhere else in.-the article, I have:referred-to.theproletariat's
contamination by reformism. Only certain strata,gnd:inﬁividua;s,were
characterised. as corrupt. This:part also should have“said. contamination'.

It is importantrtO'diﬁtinguish‘betwéen the: two.. In:bourgeois. society,: -
bourgeois ideology is dominant; this in'ne way. implies that the class is
totally filled with. that ideology,.but.it does .imply.that the.class, without
Marxist-Leninist leadership,. cannot be’ impervious: to. it.. This is. recognising
reality and in no way'contradicts:mynpositﬂon'thatﬂthe proletariat is the .
revolutionary class. i

"I hope this self-criticism will aid in drawing: clear lines.of demarcation
in this crucial pelemic.
JT.
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1REVOLUTIONARY THEORY. - "Without revolutionary theory there.can be no

revolutionary movement,"” (Lenin.)

NEW ERA BOOKS stocks and distributes MARXIST-LENINIST CLASSICS, the works

of Harx, Engels, Lenln, Stalin and Mao Tse-tung. The i1deology of the class
consczomq workers is Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse-tung thought, and the principal
aspect of . party bu;ldlng in Britain today is to build theory from the
historzgal experlence of the international Communist movement.

;CHINESE AND ALBANIAN BOOKS AND PERIODICALS give a lead in applying Marxism-
jkenlnlsm 0. the present struggle against imperialism and social imperialism,
and for nhe bu11d1ng of socialism through the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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xaclam and for women's emancipation, and progressive novels, document. the
class struggle in Britain and abroad.
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CLASS STRUGGLE

Today the two superpowers, Soviet Social Imperialism and United States
imperialism threaten the peoples of the whole world. The two super-

powers speak - 'detente' and prepare for war. :

British imperialism, wounded and limping, still throws its weight
around, tries to oppress and exploit countries like Ireland, the Arab
countries, Southern-Africa, and Iceland. At home it steps up'its attacks
on the working class with massive job cuts, pay cuts, and cuts in
essential servicdes, in a desperate attempt to resolve the crisis of
decaying capitalism.

There is only one answer to these problems. The working class itself
must come forward, lead the people in opposition to,the superpowers, and
overthrow the British imperialist ruling class by force.

The working class must speak out loud and clear. It must speak out
in its own voice, the voice of no other class. It must speak out
strongly to rally its forces and build a truly revolutionary Communist

Party, the vanguard of the working class.

'Class Struggle' is being published to help the working class rally its
forces and biild that revolutionary Communist Party. .It is the orgam
of the National Committee of the Communist Federation of Britain

(Marxist~Leninist).

'Class Struggle' is prlmarlly a propagandlst paper aimed at the class~
CONns cious vanguard Its main aspect is to present 'many ideas to the
few', to win over the advanced workers to MarxismLeninism.

The central task of building the revolutionary Communist Party guides
every aspect of the paper. In the task of rallying the working class’
vanguard to build the Party, it serves the central mass work task:
‘building Communist bases in the industrial working class.

It shows how the working class and progre531ve forces fight back -

against oppression and explolbat;on 'Class Struggle' upholds Comrade
Mao Tse Tung's profould analysis of the present era:

COUNTRIES WANT INDEPENDENEE
NATIONS WANT LIBERATION!
PEOPLE WANT REVOLUTION!

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO *CLASS: STRUGGLE' ARE AVAILABLE FROM NEW ERA BOOKS
£I 60p a year.



