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The Communist Federation of Brltaln (Marxlst—Lenlnlst) holds that the
central task in Britain today is to build the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist
Communist Party, .the: party, of the working class. This revolutiénary Communist
Party must unite the various struggles of the working class into a struggle
for the revolutionary overthrow of the monopoly capitalist state to set up a
d1ctatorsh1p of the proletarlat and build genuine Working class socialism.

. The Party must be’ constructed by ideological, political and organlsatlonal
struggle. By a bold 1nterna1 struggle the CFB(M-L) has recently decisively
~defeated serious opportunist errors. One of these'was liberalism, which
refuses to.stand up boldly for what is in the interests of the working class,
-but believes in unprincipled peace to kéep on good. terms with everyone. As
a result of the internal struggle the CFB(M-L) has taken important steps
'away from federallsm and. towards a united and democratic-centralist Party.

" The CFB(M%L) is-: self-rellant in Party-building but-it will not be self-
sufficient: where it can. learn .from other British Marxist-Leninist organis-
ations it will do so., We must break down: the small group mentality which
exists between Marxist-Leninist organisations in Britain, and struggle for
unity on correect principles so as to build the revolutionary Communist Party

as fast as possible.

We have'to apply the general truths of Marxism-Leninism to the concrete
practice of the British revolution. In the contradiction between theory -and
practice, at present theory is the principal aspect. However practice is an
important second. Training and tempering comrades in practicdl work is
essential to build the revolutionary Communist Party.

. The most . 1mportant pract1ca1 task is to ‘build bases in the 1ndustrlal
worklng class. This will make sure that the future Marxist-Leninist Party
is a firm proletarlan party with deep and unshakable roots in’ the working

class..

“BUILD THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY TO LEAD THE REVOLUTION!

For information about the Commun{st Federation of Britain contact:-

=

National Secretary

¢/o New Era Books
203 Seven Sisters Road
London N4.

For criticisms, correspondence or contributions to 'Revolution' write to:

The'fditor, ‘Revolution'

¢/o New Era Books
203 Seven S1sters Road

London ‘N4. ) .
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NEVER FORGET CLASS STRUGGLE

At a recent meeting, the National Committee of the Communist Federation
of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) passed a resolution warmly supporting the
proletarian victory over the 'gang of four', Wang Hun-wen, Chang Chun-
chiao, Chiang Ching and Yao Wen-yuan, and expressing confidence in the
Communist Party of China led by Chairman Hua Kuo-feng.

The class struggle betieen the bourgeoisie and the proletariat is a bitter
and protracted struggle which does not come to an end when the working
class, led by its Communist Party, séizes state power. As Mao has pointed
out, this struggle continues throughout the period of the construction of
socialism. He also pointed out many times that class struggle involves
struggle against capitalist roaders inside the Communist Party of China:-

"You are making the socialist revolution, and yet don't know where
the bourgeoisie is. It is right in the Communist Party — those in
power taking the capitalist road. The capitalist roaders are still
on the capitalist road."

- This was the class character of the struggles in the party during the
Cultural Revolution, of the struggle against Lin Piao, and the struggle
against Teng Hsiao-ping's right deviationism earlier this year. It is also
the character of the present victorious struggle to smash the clique of
Wang-Chang—~Chiang-Yao.

The editorial in the . 'Peoples Daily' of October 25th (printed in 'Beking
Review' no.44) should be studied closely by all Marxist-Leninist organisa-
tions and individuals. It is a sharp weapon against the rubbish dished up
by the bourgeois press. The bourgeoisie in the West, seeing a struggle
against so-called 'radicals' says that the Chinese people are tired of
constant class struggle, and really want to get down to work. The so=~

called 'moderates' in the CPC they say, are really just like themselves,

reasonable people who want to get on with the job and forget about the
class struggle. This sort of stuff is really an attempt to confuse the
working class, to make them believe that the construction of socialism in
China is a temporary 'experiment' soon to be replaced with something more

'realistic', such as capitalism.

" The 'Peoples Daily' editorial is a sharp blow against these bourgeois
distortions, because it shows that just the opposite is true. It shows
that the defeat of the gang of four is a further major victory for the
Chinese people. The editorial points out that the Wang-Chang-Chiang-Yao
clique had consistently operated as a faction within the Party. They
were criticised for this by Mao because they violated the basic principles
of the 'three do's and three dont's':-

"Practice Marxism-Leninism, and not revisionism; unite and don't split;
be open and above board, and don't intrigue and conspire. Don't. func—
tion as a gang of four, don't do it anyi.morve, why.do you'keep. doivgizt?"
(Quoted in 'Peking Review' 44, pl5)

The criticisms were made repeatedly, but were ignored by the four. The
bourgeois press makes great play of the fact that the four were known as
'radicals'. But proletarian politics is not based on a spectrum of shades
ranging from 'left' to 'right' with the 'good' characters as far to the left
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as possible. The main line of demarcation within the CPC during the struggle
against the four was not between 'moderates' and 'radicals' but over how to
wage struggle within the party. Faction forming, conspiring and splitting

will lead to revisionism, if errors are not corrected. Thus those who appear .

'left' as Lin Piao did for a long time can be right in essence, can fall in- 3

to revisionism and thus become capitalist roaders:- u
YPractice Marxzism-Leninism, and not vevisionism; unite and don't split; .
be open and above board, and don't intrigue and conspire...These principles o

are our criteria for distinguishing correct from erroneous lines . and our
sharp weapon for identifying the bourgeoisie inside the party. The

whole history of our Party shows that only by adhering to the three basic
prineiples can our party march in step, win whole hearted support from
the masses of the people and organise a mighty revolutionary contingent
and only by so déing can our revolutionary cause thrive." (ibid, pl6)

The celebrations of the Chinese people.following the appointment of Hua Kuo-
feng as Chairman of the CPC, shows the truth of these prinmciples. The party
and its leaders have the confidence of the people. As Mao pointed out:-

"...the right task, policy and style of work invariably conform with
the demands of the masses at a given time and place and invariably
strengthen our ties with the masses,.....” ('Quotations®™, pl23)

The National Committee of the CFB(ML) warmly welcomes the victory over the
gang of four. It also welcomes the correct decisions of the Central
Committee of the CPC to persist in the struggle against Teng Hsiao-ping's
attempts to reverse correct verdicts, to publish a further volume of the
Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, to prepare the publication of the Collected
Works of Mao Tse-tung, and to establish a Memorial Hall for Chairman Mao.
These decisions have led to a great upsurge in the study of Marxism-Leninism
in China, and will help to ensure that the. Chinese people will continue to
actively defend the dictatorship of the proletariat in China.

UNITY IS THE AIM OF STRUGGLE.

The National Committee of the Communist.Federation of Britain (Marxist-
Leninist) recently sent a criticism to.the Communist Party of Britain
(Marxist-Leninist) of their Fourth Congress Statement. This criticism,
*Unity is the Aim Of Struggle' is being published in this issue of 'Revo-
lution'. It is not published in the spirit of attacking the.CPB(ML) in a
sectarian way, but with the aim of struggling for unity. There are five
major errors in the CPB(ML) statement, the most serious of which is the
failure to grasp the danger of Soviet Social Imperialism. But these
errors do not -mean that the CPB(ML) cannot struggle against. them, and
correct them.

Marxist-Leninist organisations in Britain have the duty of drawing lines v
of demarcation with the CPB(ML), and to make criticism with the aim of
'curing the sickness to save the patient'. The Marxist-Leninist méovement .
in Britain is split into many small groups;to put an end to this situation
there are two main principles which must be .grasped firmly; start from the
desire for unity, and fight for a principled unity behind correct ideas "
through active ideological struggle. -

IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE IS THE KEY.LINK.IN.PARTY BUILDING. .

The Executive Committee of the CFB(ML) has replied. to the proposals on
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party building recently put forward.by the Communist . Workers League of
Britain (Marxist-Leninist) in their pamphlet 'It's Up To Us!'. This
reply was approved by the National Committee and is published in this
issue of 'Revolution' under the title 'Ideological Struggle is the Key
Link in Party Building.' It is published as part of the process of
struggling for unity in the British Marxist~Leninist movement. There
has been progress in this struggle, but the movement is still weak

and fragmented at this stage. The key to overcoming this fragmentation
is to grasp the key link of active ideological struggle.

AGAINST OPPORTUNIST ATTACKS.ON.THE.FOREIGN. POLICY.OF .THE: COMMUNIST.PARTY
OF CHINA

In January 1972, an opportunist resolution on the foreign policy of
socialist countries was adopted by the CFB(ML). The resolution was an
cpportunist compromise between a basically.correct.line, but one which was
not struggled for boldly, and a 'left' line which was rightist in essence.
This resolution served as a pretext for public attacks om the CPC later on,
in the pages of 'Struggle' the former monthly.paper of the CFB(ML). This"
resolution was overturned by the National Committee of the CFB(ML). In
this issue of 'Revolution', the article 'Against Opportunist Attacks on
the Foreign Policy of the CPC' picks out the main errors in the 1972 Resolu-
tion, and shows that the resolution.took the stand of the petty bourgeoisie,
not the militant stand of the proletariat. .A letter. of self criticism has
been sent to the Communist Party of China, criticising the 1972 Resolution,
and outlining the errors made in it.

INTEGRATE THE UNIVERSAL. TRUTHS.OF .MARXISM-LENINISM.WITH THE CONCRETE

PRACTICE OF THE BRITISH REVOLUTION

The Resolution of the Third Conference of the CFB(ML) stated that, in
the contradiction between theory and practice theory is primary at this
stage. (see 'Revolution' Pamphlet 'Build the Revolutionary Communist
Party to Lead the Revolution'). This article aims to deepen the grasp
of this point. The necessity for theory is.a.class question.because the
working class must have theory to give it confidence and direction, and
to understand the inner relations of surrounding events. Without theory,
as Stalin has pointed out, practice is blind and gropes in the dark. In
the present period, when there is no guiding line and policy theory becomes
primary. At the same time Marxist-Leninists should grasp that we master
theory in order to apply it. The task of integrating the universal truths
of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete.practice of the British revolution
is also a key task in building the. revolutionary Communist Party.

Editorial Committee.
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UNTITY IS .THE. AIM-OF STRUGGLE

EDITOR'S NOTE

The article 'Unity Is The Aim Of Struggleé! is a cr1t1c1sm by the National
Committee of the Communist Federation of Britain. CMarxast—Lenlnlst) of the
Fourth Congress Statement of the Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-Leninist).
LiBeralism and Small group mentality‘on-oor'part'prevented a principled
criticism from being made before. Through active ideological struggle we
have grasped that there must be a struggle for unification.of. the Marxist-
Leninist movement in Britain, as part. of. the process of building the revo-
lutionary Communist Party..In the course of this struggle firm lines of .

demarcation must be drawn, and errors criticised and corrected.

‘The criticism concentrates on:five major errors in the CPB(ML) statement.
These are:-
l. The document does not. grasp--the danger from Soviet Social Imperialism.
2. It does not grasp the existence of. 1mperlallsm in the world.
3. It does not.grasp the rmperlallst nature of  British . society.
4. It falls into. petty-bourgeois. pessrmlsm about the fact that the
working class will inevitably. carry.out. the .socialist. revolutlon.

5. Parts of it are written .in a. very sub3ect1v1st style of language.

There - ‘are’ some. other errors too Whlch.may turn.out to be 1mportant in the

future but it was necessary to concentrate on . the. maln,ones ﬁtlfirst

In studying this criticism,.we.urge thét*aii*Mark&sﬁhLaninists 'should
concentrate, at the start, on. grasping the nature of the flrst error, out
of the five criticised. Soviet Social Imperlallsm.ls one of the two main
enemies of the peoples,of!themwoild It is the. up and .coming superpower,
challenging the United States for supremacy...It is demanding. the right to
carve up the world again in the way. it wants, not the way - the United.States

- wants. It is preparing. for.way. The main.danger of war comes from the Soviet

Union. Because the revisionist.bosses in .the Soviet Union talk of socialism
and peace, some people do .not. yet £u11y'uﬁderstand that the Soviet Union

is one of the two main enemies. of the workers and. oppressed people of the
entire world. All the more reason. then why revolutionary.Communists should

take a clear cut stand. on this question and give a firm lead.to the working

class,



gﬁ‘-.;‘szﬁ'wmf- AR Y Cw
b -

UNITY IS.THE AIM OF STRUGGLE

A criticism by the Communist Federation of Britain
(Marxist-Leninist) of the Statement adopted at the
Fourth Congress of the Communist Party of Britain
(Marxist-Leninist).

UIf there ie to be a revclution, there must be a revolutionary party.
Without a revolutionary party, without a party built on the Marxist-
Leninist revolutzonary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist revolution-
ary style, it is 1mposszble to lead the working class and the broad
masses of the people in defeating imperialism..."

(Mao Tsetung, Quotations, pl)

For this reason the central task in Britain today is to build the revolution-—
ary Communist Party of the working class. We have achieved much too little
progress so far in this task.

/ Owing to liberalism and :siall group mentality, the Marxist-Leninist
| movement in Britain is divided into a dozen small groups, organisations
{ and Parties. Out of these probably the largest organisation and the one
which is most widely respected is the Communist Party of Britain (Marxist-
\ Lenlnlst) It has fraternal relations with the Communist Party of China
\ and the Party of Labour of Albania, and a significant number of serious
, revolutionary Communists rally to it in order to contribute to the task
. éi / of building the,revoiptionayy Communist Party of the working class.

For these reasons, a correct assessment of the CPB(ML) by all British
Marxist-Leninists is essential. Every.other Marxist-Leninist organisation
in Britain has a duty to. the working class to. draw firm and:definite lines
of demarcation with the CPB(ML) and struggle to cvercome the contradictions
with the CPB(ML) by active Ldeologlcal struggle, criticism and self critic-—
ism. Every Marxist—Leninist. organlsatlon in Britain which does not do so
is guilty of liberalism and. small group mentality, which at present is very
widespread in the British.Marxist-Leninist movement. This document is the
first time the CFB(ML) has.used the weapon of active ideological struggle
to win principled unity with the CPB(ML).

-

In 1973 the third issue of 'Marxist-Leninist Quarterly', the old theor-
etical journal of the CFB(ML) carried an article above the initials "T.M.",
which contained a severely. subjectivist and sectarian. attack on the CPB(ML).
This article has been completely withdrawn.and has been refuted in the
second issue of 'Revolution', the new theoretical journal of the CFB(ML).

Earlier this year, the .CFB(ML). sent the CPB(ML), as well as other
Marxist-Leninist" organisations,-a.copy.of.the boldly self-critical resol—
dtion.of the Third Conferéemnce of the CFB(ML), tcgether with the explanatory
article, "Build the Revolutionary Communist Party to Lead the Revolution"
The CFB(ML) requested comments and. criticisms, but the CPB(ML) did not =

- reply. This is 'a manifestation of liberalism.and small group. mentallty on
the part of the CPB(ML).

The CFB(ML) must now draw.correct and principled .lines of demarcation
with the CPB(ML), following Lenin's famous statement:

"Before we can unite and in order that-we may unite, we must first Qf ?
all draw firm and definite lines of demarvcation." ,
('What Is To Be Done?", Peking edition, p26)
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The struggle for unity will take.some.time but with perseverance it will
succeed. As Mao Tsetung says: "Unity ¢s the aim of strugile; struggle is the

means to wnity". T

This must be our guiding motto in this work. It will ensure that the struggle
serves the cause of the working class.

The CPB(ML) has recently published the Statement ‘adopted at their Fourth
Congress, held at Easter 1976. In order to draw the necegsary lines of
demarcation, we must make a critical assessment of this document.

The CPB(ML) has some important positive achievements.to its credit. This
must be said first. From its foundation in 1968, it boldly.'raised ‘the - .
flag of the working class and called on all advanced workers and genuine
Mirxist-Leninists to rally to the Party of the working class. By contrast
the Communist Federation of Britain put forward a line defending the existence
of the small groups and.opposing attempts;ta.rally.round.a.ppélétatian::) .0
centre. It put forward.the idea of the federal road.to Party building, which
in words says that the working class needs.a.revolutionary . .Communist Partys
but in deeds repeatedly compfomises opportunistically with small group. i
mentality, does not build national leadership, and does not implement
democratic centralism, the fighting organizational principle of the working

class,

The CPB(ML) has always.spelt out clearly that the revolutionary Communist
Party must be thé-Paxtyxbf?thewwakingﬂclassSLByxcdntrasﬁ:théZCFB(Mm)_haéAbaen
vague and -elusive on this point in the past, reflecting the stand of the
intdlligentsia.

The Statement of the Fourth Congress of.the CPB(ML) contains other strong
points as well. It states .clearly: that only.the working class can lead the
people of Britain out of the present crisés of capitalism and the only way
out is by :socidlist revoldtion... Lt points out vividly how Britain is
’@wwuéd%ng:us=wﬁﬁhathe;aﬂearest:dém@nstratibhiQb#dihing;anywhereanhthe.a
‘fatal ‘stranglehold which :capitalist .property relations place wpon the sovidl
forees (Of iproduction™ (p6) - in other words, .the fundamental contradiction
in capitalist society.

The Statement illustrates. these points.with an texcellent.assénbly. of..st¥riking
facts. Comrades. in the.CPB(ML) must.have gathered these through. painstaking
study and thorough investigation. work.. Investigation.is a field of work in
which the CFB(ML).has much.further.progress to make .and.it .should -welcofe :
the opportunity to learn from the CPB(ML) .on this point,

~ However there are.also serious.errors in.the.CPB(ML)'s.Fourth Congress
Statement. In order.to draw lines 6f: demafcation.cléarly and promote ideolog-
ical struggle, these errors must now be criticised firmly.

i. FATLURE TO GRASP THE DANGER.'FROM.. SOVIET.. SOCIAL - IMPERIALISM

The principal contradiction in the world today is between the peoples of
the world and the two superpowers, the Soviet Union and the United States. J
Of these the Soviet Union is the more dangerous. The Statement fails to grasp |
this truth and to warn the British working.cldss about if. = . /

-Economically, the United States is still.more powerful than the Soviet
Union. But US imperialism. has passed its.noon. and.is now in.decline. It is
overstretched, and has.already suffered.some .serious.defeats. The victory
of the Vietnamese.People's War of National Liberation was a.very important
defeat for US imperialism.. Subsequently it has had .to.retreat further in
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other areas, including Angola.

The Soviet Union is more.dangercus than the United States precisely
because it ie the rising imperialist power. Like Nazi Germany in the 1930's
it is insisting on a redivision of the world. It is flexing its muscles_and
demanding mcre and more concessions from US. imperialism. It is a more highly
centralised state than the US and its ruling class cperates.a dictatorship
over the people of a fascist type. Therefore, although economically the
Soviet Union is weaker overall than the US, it can spend a larger sum of
money on armaments, and is fast overtaking the US militarily. Thg Soviet
Navy has been built up.extremely rapidly. It has the largest.navies 1n the
north east Atlantic and in. the Mediterranean. At a time ofvinternatlogal
tensicn it will be in a position toc surround Western Europe. and cut vital
communications such as for oil. In Europe the Soviet-controlled land forces
have clear military superiority and are trained for ranid surprise attack.
Western strategists calculate that the Soviet Union now threatens Western
Europe with the ability to get trcops.to the Rhine within 48 hours.

It is especially important that the working class of Western Europe should
be alerted to the threat. from.Soviet Social Imperialism, because Eurer,}s
the main focus of the Soviet Union's ambitions and of_ superpower contentlon.
Europe is the most. concentrated area of industrial wealth in the world and
is the juiciest prize in the struggle between the two superpowers.

The Soviet Union is the more dangerous.superpower also be?ause.it ig -
treacherous and deceptive..It speaks of.socialism but practises imperialism.
It speaks of peace but arms and trains for expansionist war. It speaks of
detente but takes one step after.another to.force other countries to accept

its imperialist ambitions or face the consequences of 1ts anger.

The CPB(ML) Congress Statement fails to grasp this. The Statement asks:
' "Is detente a sham?.Ils.it some perfidicus plot by the New Revisionists,
‘ the move easily to seize Europe and perhaps the world?". (p2)
/ The correct snswer to these questions is "Yes!'; but instead the CPB(ML)
]

! replies: ,
exist. . US.imperialism has no detente with anyone.

| . "Ne. It does noct L
/ Neither has the USSR, mct. even in Comecon. The sham.detente from within
i the USSR is as much to do with the collapse of socialism within the

o & . - L o+
USSR and the intermal comtradictions because of it, as for any ewternal
pressures and external contradictions.”

This completely fails to grasp that the Soviet.Union has.a new bourgeois
ruling class, a new imperialist.bourgeoisie that cannot but,shoy %ts imper-—
ialist class nature. Imperialism means war. The imperialist pol%tlcs'of the

‘USSR ruling class are but the prelude to the imperialist war.wh%ch will be
their "continuation by other means'" - by force of arms. Yes 1t 1s true the
Soviet imperialist bourgeoisie faces internal contradictions. In the long

‘term Soviet Social Imperialism is a paper tiger. But in the short term it
is also a real tiger, which we must mobilise the British working class

H$o be ready to fight.

a The Fourth Congress Statement says: - o )
"Those who say, if they do, beware of the imperialist designs of the

\\ USSR state the obvicus."”

This appears to recognise the fact that the Soviet Uniocn is an lmpeflallst
superpower, but in fact it dismisses the question as not worthy QfﬂfutheF»f
attention. A little later the Statement refers to "so-called 'social’ megrlal'
ism". All this makes ir clear thar the CPB(ML) has not firmly grasped that the
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Soviet Union is the.more dangerous.superpower, and .the most dangerous source
of war, and is not preparing the working class about this question.

Because of this error.the.Fourth.Congréss. Statement falls into a one-
sided .view of the Common Market, failing. to.see that .the .Common Market has
a progressive. aspect.to. the extent.that. it enables the peoples and countries
of Western Europe to stand up better against the two superpowers.

2. FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND.IMPERIALISM

The Statiement makes a. further serious.error.in relation. to the principal . n
contradiction. in. the world today.between. the peoples of the world and the.
two superpowers..The. Statement completely.fails to grasp.that. the peoples

of the Third World,.the.developing. countries, are the main force in the
struggle against the two imperialist superpowers. It says:

"For our party there is but one world.” (pl)
and:
(p2)

This completely fails to recognise.the.great.importance of the Third World.
Ultimately it denies Lenin's famous thesis: \\
1

"The characteristic featuve. of imperialism is. that the whole world, as |

"The division of the world into 1,2,3, is artifictal and mechanistic.”j//'/

we see, ts.now.divided into a. large number of oppressed nations and ]
an insignificant number of oppressor nations, which command colossal Y
wealth and powerful armed. forces." 7 t

(Lenin on the National.and Colonial.Questions,.Peking edition, p31; S
from 'The Report.of.the Commission.on.the.National.and Colonial

Questions', July.26th 1920.)

Today no other.nation can match_the. United.States and the Soviet Union
for colossal wealth and powerful armed forces.

~

;Y
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Britain is one.of. the.second world.countries,”mimor,imperialist.powers, )
which waver between.the.two. superpowers.and. .the THird World countries. ! z
The revolutionarYACommunist.PartyumuSt”teach,thedworking:class.to 1ead.the } )
British people. to.fight all imperialism, especially the imperialism.of. the. v
two superpowers, and to.ally with the.oppressed.peoples of the world.. It
must teach the working class to put.pressure on the:British government to.
line up comsistently with the Third World: countries against: the, two. superpowers .|

The CPB(ML) does.not.yet:grasp.this.at .all. Instead of .pointing out the \
positive revolutionary. strengths of the Third World countries it puts the
main emphasis on warning:
"there are especial. dangers inherent within the so-called developing

countries and within. the liberation struggles today." (p2)
By contrast the CPB(ML) seems to think that Britain should .lead the world

in revaluttofsi=. . :
"We were the first modern.proletariat, once again we must lead: the
opportunity is ours, if we only seize it others will follow as before".
(®7).

This is quite incorrect.
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3. FAILURE TO GRASP THE IMPERIALIST NATURE OF BRITISH SOCIETY:

Although British imperialism is well past the peak of its.power in the
world, it is essential to grasp that Britain is still an imperialist country.
Yet British imperialism. is never mentioned in the entire 16 page Congress
Statement. The word,"imperialism", does not appear a: all in the section

on Britain (pages 6-7).

The Statement almost completely ignores the fact that Britain's relations
with the rest of the world have been, and very largely still are ones of
imperialist plunder. It glosses over this fact with the following words:

"The triumph of the industrial revolution in Britain heralded the birth
of a new world order, the epoch cf capitalism. For where we led others
were compelled to follow." (p6)

A little later the Statement merely describes Britain .as having been "the
workshop of the world". To gloss over British imperialism in this way is to

fall into social chauvinism.

This error is closely .linked to the CPB(ML)'s seriously incorrect "two
classes" theory, which says that there are only two classes in.Britain. It
ignores the existence of a relatively privileged section of workers within
this imperialist society.. The CPB(ML)'s Congress Statement says:

"The division of society into two as it has developed here has no
parallel. This is the most proletarian of countries.” (p7).

On the contrary, there is a substantial privileged stratum of workers who
provide a social base for the severe opportunism within the British working

class movement.

Ignoring and denying this will have most serious consequences for the
future. It will be much harder to protect the revolutionary Communist

Party of the working class.from the opportunist ideology brought in by thése middle

stratuyn. Secondly it will be impossible to handle correctly the contradiction
between the working class and the middle strata in order to build a great
united front under the leadership of the working class of all who can be
united against the British imperialist bourgeoisie.

4, PETTY '‘BOURGEOIS PESSIMISM.

The Communist Manifesto points out that the fall of the bourgeoisie and

“the victory of the proletariat '"are equally inevitable'. One of the most

important tasks of revolutionary Communists is constantly.to teach the
working class this great historic truth. Mao Tsetung says:

"We should carry on constant propaganda among the people ion: the. fact of
world progress and the bright future ghead so that they will build
thetr confidence in victory."” (Quotations, pl196)

But the CPB(ML)'s Congress Statement repeatedly falls into petty bourgeois
pessimism.

It talks of "the backwardness of the....proletariat" (pl). On page 2 it
says, "The forces of Marxism-Leninism in Europe are woefully weak.'" On page
5 the Statement says, "The labour movement is in process of awesome danger—
ous change". On the following page it says our rulers "yill certainly destroy
us if we stay our hand." On pages 9 and 15 it speaks.about "the present
desperate stituation”. On page 13 there is a longer passage with the same

petty bourgeois pessimistic theme:



“Und all the while the. (working) class repudiates..its own heritage.
Scabs are found to act against their unions. and the membership is

- mute... The dewébopmant,of- company: unionien, { £f .ot acbivély conrived at,
-proceeds unchecked: more officials arve appointed to union posts; sheer
apathy allows the ruling class to call the tune. At present their. appro—
oach -is still largely persuasive..But how long before persuasion gives
way to coevcion.as the full. horror of their policy. becomes moze ‘
apparent and ag oar vesistance becomes weaker? .How soon before another
reign of terror, when 'in comspiracy' becomes once more a feature. of
working class resistance? The attack on the civil Liberties of the
‘individual and on the most rooted and democratic of our institutions
go hand in hand. And when the péry independence . of these institutions
is at stake, those that would willingly submit would surely. be fit
instruments to enslave their brothers.” '

On page 14 the Statementucontiﬁues;thé;saméugioomyfaﬁd‘demaﬁaliéingutheme:

"The situation is fraught as never before. Affrighted by eireunms tance,

chary of combat and in dreadful disarray.is the army of labour. It is
difficult indeed to discern any battle formation at all. Which way to
the front? Mearwhile the master class prepares.a truly: dreadful peace."

In essence, the CPB(ML) is trying to scare the w0rking_c1asS into being
revolutionary. —_— o .

All this is completely contrary. to the,Bold, fearless stand. of the prol-
etariat, to the determination and perseverance of the Foolish Old Man Who
Removed the Mountains. It is petty bourgeois’ pessimism. '

The historical roots of this error by the CPB(ML) are these. Although
the CPB(ML) was one of the first British Marxist-Leninist.organisations to
declare itself a Party, it has not systematically set about building the
Party. The result is that the party-has largely remained one in name only. .
Unless we firmly grasp the importance of building a really strong revolution- } |
ary Communist Party as the.vanguard of the working class, a well disciplined 3
Party armed with the theory of Marxism-Leninism, using the method of self-
criticism and linked with the masses of .the people - unless we understand
this, we cannot see how to lead the working class forward to the '
revolution. Instead we fall into despair. '

r

It is true that the British working class have shown.a lower level of
militancy in.the last two years. But this is.not.because they are fundament-
ally backward. It is because they do not have. a strong &naugh. revolutionary

- Communist Party to lead them. Mao Tsetung points out:

"If the masses alone ave active without a strong leading group to
organise their activity properly, such activity cannot be sustained
for long, or carvied forward in the vight divection, or raised to a
high level.”

(Quotations, pl32)

. 2It:is because the CPB(ML) do not understand that .the revolutionary
Communist Party has to be built and not.just declared to be .in existence,
that it is now falling into petty bourgeois pessimism .and calling the work-
ers weak and backward.

5. SUBJECTIVIST STYLE OF WRITING

The first four sections of the Congress.Statement, from page 1 to the
middle of page 6 are written in a strange style which is often difficult
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to understand. It is the same style as is used by ome of the leading members
of the organisation when speaking publicly.

The style can be called oracular. It is like an oracleé: it sounds as if

it is saying something very profound, but the meaning is hard to pin down.

In Mao Tsetung's words, "t strikes a pose in ovder to intimidate people'.

It is "pretentious with the deliberate aim of - intimidating people.” Mao

goes on: )
"Those who write subjectivist and sectarian articles and speeches in the
form of Party stereotypes fear refutation, arée very cowardly, and therefore
rely on pretentiousness to overawe others, beliéving they can thereby
silence people and 'win the day'. Such pretentiousness cannot Yeflect
tbuthrb&%-Eaﬁaﬁxobatabléytéctﬁuth;:ﬂ@uthmdaésiuot'stﬁikéud;pose.&o,f&¢
overawe people but talks and acts honestly and sincerely”.
(“Oppose Stereotyped Party Writing". Selected Readings, 1971, pl192)

. . . e
With the CPB(ML) Congress Statement, what is even more dangerous-than the
risk of intimidating people is that it is often hard to understand what it

means. For example, on page 5 the Statement says:

"the party must demand. self-sufficiency, self-reliance within the line
in all localities in all branches."

This sounds impressive but on closer examination self-sufficiency and self-
reliance are not the same thing.and there is a big difference between them.
Self-reliance means relying mainly on your own efforts. Self-sufficiency
means relying exclusively on your own efforts.

The next sentence in the Congress Statement says:
"The caretaker, the divector of the whole, the Central Committes."

But there is a very big difference ‘between &.caretaker role and a director
role. Fiurthermoré to call thé Central Committee the mere "caretaker" of the
line practised by the branches, could mever be correct. It is a betrayal of
democratic centralism and robs the working class of the voluntary iron disec-
ipline necessary to overthrow the bourgeoisie. -

The style of the opening-parts of the Congress Statement is vague and elusive.
This is a manifestation of opportunism. As Lenin said, a characteristic
feature of opportunism is:

"its vagueness, its diffuseness, its elusiveness.”
("One Step Forward, Two Steps Back", Section Q)

The opening four sections of this Congress. Statement appear to have been
settled by the draft of one-man, which has not been criticised by his comrades
in order to remove some glaring inconsistencies and grossly obscure passages.
The fact that such major errors of style exist among leading comrades of the
CPB(ML) eight years after itéﬁfcuﬂdaéioniislm@mefimpqrtaﬁt_thanttheverrOneous
passages themselves. It points to a more fundamental error - the absence of
healthy criticism and self~criticism, which would have overcome such errors

of style within a few years. It points to an inner party life where things

can be settled by the word of one man, an inner party life whicéh is not =
democratic-centralist,’ but bureaucratic-centralist. '




These are the.main.errors.which.should be criticisediin the Statement

adopted by the Fourth Congress of the CPB(ML): _\\\
1. Failure to grasp the .danger. from Soviet Social Imperialisﬁ.
2. Failure to understand.imperialism throughout the world.

3. Failure to grasp.the. imperialist nature of British society. ’
4, Petty-bourgeois pessimism. _ /
5. Subjectivist style-of writing.

.

There are other subordinate errors which.may be important for the futurey
and which must be struggled over at a later time. '

The errors in the CPB(ML).Congress Statement .are serious, but not so
serious that they cannot.be.overcome thxough bold self-criticism. They arej
no worse than the serious errors.that the CFB(ML) is overcoming through™. ;
bold criticism agd.selfrcriticism-andvinternal ideological struggle. Such
bold self-criticism will greatly strengthen the fighting capacity of the - :
fine, honest comrades in the CPB(ML) and.ensure they.play a more valuable -
part 'in the struggle to. build a strong, genuine revolutionary Communist
Party of the working class.

‘In conclusion, the CFB(ML) warmly urges the CPB(ML) to take these crit=
icisms seriously, to correct mistakes -if it has.made: fhesl, guatd .
against them if .it has not;.and to carry on a.two line struggle to
overcome the comtradictions between the two organisations. The aim of this
two line struggleimust.be~to.win-ideological,.political and organisational
unity, on the basis .of Marxism-Leninism and the. interests of the working

class.-
UNITY IS THE AIM.OF STRUGGLE;,STRUGGLE"IS.THE“MEANS TO UNITY!

.The National Committee of ‘the Communist
Federation of Britain (Marxist-Leninist)



“ACTIVE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE IS THE KEY. LINK.IN PARTY BUILDING"

EDITORIAL INTRODUCTION

The article which follows. is a criticism of the. 'Draft Theses Conclusions
and P;oposals on the Central Question of Party.Building'.of.the.Communist .
Workers League of Britain. (Marxist-Leninist), published.recently in the pam-
phlet 'Its Up To Us'. As. a result of further. prlnclpled struggle with other
Marxist-Leninist organxsatlons after sending this.criticism .to the. CWLB(ML),
the CFB(ML) has deepened its understanding of the.tasks of building the
revolutionary Communist Party.of the working class.

Uniting the fragmented British Marxist-Leninist. .Movement.through. active
1deolog1ca1 struggle is .a task.of. great. importance. in Party.building. How=
ever it is wrong to imply that this is the only .major task.of. party bu11d1ng.
There are other indispensible tasks of great meortance, such.as grasplng‘ '
the imperialist nature of British soczety. Thorough. investigation work is
also essential in order correctly.to. 1ntegrate the.universal. truths of
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete.practice of. the.British. revolution. . There=
fore it im more correct to.say that. "detive ideological.struggle is the key
link in uniting the Britieh Marxist-Leniniet movement for Party Budezng".~

However the argument in the letter of criticism.to.the CWLB(ML) is’ over-
uwhelmxngly correct. Unltlng the Marxist-Leninist.movement. in a slngle ’
‘democ¥atic centralist organ;sat;on is essential for bringing all pos;tlve
factors into play. From this point of v1ew, in Britain. today, active B
ideological struggle ia without doubt, in Lenin's words ''the link that ie
‘least szeZy to be torn out. of our hands, the one that i moet. zmportant”f
at this- glven moment, and "the one that guarantees the poseeeaor of a link
'“the poesesszan of the whole chain',

. - The crztzclam was sent to the. .CWLB (ML) wzth the.aim of.struggling for -
:;;unlq;n@ in. the Marxxst-LenLnxst movement. It was sent w1th the followxng

cover 1ng note
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'Toﬁthg CoMmuniat.Wbrkera League of Britain (Mavaist-Leniniet) 28th Septs 1976

Dear Comrades,

I enclose the carefully-constidered veply of the Ezecutive Gommtttee of - the
CFBML] to your atatement on Party ButZdzng, ITt'e Up . To Ual! It tries to
assess corvectly the poaitive and negative aspecte of your statement and:
where necessary it makes bold and comradely eritioiems. You:will see in many
places where we make critioiems we are urging you to take warning from the
sharp: lesaons we have learmed from our own errors.

f The reply attempte to draw firm and définite linee of demarcation. Thig
i8 prectaecly, as Lenin says, Yin order that we may unite'.

We urge you to consider the criticisme carefully and in the spirit of
"eorrect miatakes if you have made them, guard againet them if you have not'.
We ave not yet suve whether you understaond this primeiple fully. We did not
think 1t wag correct for 'Voice of the People' to deseribe the Communist
Unity Assoctatzon’s repZy to your statement as an attack In our view it

RN L Tl B R S L B o AU A Y
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was a bold comradely cyiticism and part of the: struggle to butld unity in
the Marxigt-Leninist movement.

'ITt's Up To Us!' <s a public statemsnt and it 1s necessary . for our reply
to be made public too. Although we very much desire unity with the CWLB(ML)
and firmly believe this would be in the interests of the working class,
the matter is not merely a private one between us but concerns the whole
British Marxist~Leninist moventent. We believe you'have made some errors
and it is therefore our duty to point them out not only to you but to all
other comrades who may have read your public statement.

. Because our reply will be. publzshed it 18.expressed.mainly in the third
person and is not expressed mainly in the form of a personal letter from
"us n to "you "

You wrote earlier proposing a meeting between your comrades and ours
before we took a final decision on the Party Building Commission. No
dectiston is ever final because as Marwist-Leninists we will gladly make
a self-eriticism and corrvect a mistake if we are shown to be wrong. We
would. be very willing for our representatzves to meet yours within the next
2 or 3 weeks to struggZe with us on points im our reply. If you convince
us that' there are errors.we will correct our statement before it is published

in our theoretical journal.

We are not.in favour of large numbers of comrades being present at such

a meeting because this.makes ervors of :ultra-democracy. .At such a meeting
the organizations should have their line presented by leading spokesmen.
We propose at the fortheoming meeting there should be two comrades from

etther side.

The mdiﬂ'buéiness of.this. .meeting therefore will be for you to make
eriticieme af our reply. If you agree could you please let us have as soon
as poséible a. ehotce of several dates within: the next.two. or.three weeks?

This is our immediate proposal. Please.also consider very seriously our
long term proposal in veply to the idea of a Party Building Commission in
the 'last paragraph but one of our repZy ‘we must resolve to unite for the
sake-of theé working class. .We will unite by fzrst winning ideologieal
unity through: active . zdeoZogzcaZ struggle, .criticism and self-criticism.

A firvet step towards.this is to dvaw.'"fiym and definite lines of demarca-
tion". We mast wage this struggle with the firm resolve to press on after
winning ideological unity to consolidate it into organizational unity with
the weapon of democratic—centralism. This is the way to serve the
interests of the working class.

With revolutionary greetings,

The Executive Committee of the Communist Federation of Britain (Marxist-
Leninist).

ACTIVE IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE IS THE KEY LINK IN PARTY BUILDING

A Reply by the Executive. Committee to.the.Communist .Workers League
of Britain (Marxist-Leninist) on their 'Draft Theses, Conclusions

and Proposals. on.the. Central Questlon of Party. Building' published
in their Pamphlet, 'It's Up To Us!

The central task in Britain today is.to rebuild the revolutionary Communist
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Party of the working class. Without this Party, all the spontaneous struggles
of the working class .in this. country against the. British ‘imperialist- rullng
class cannot result in the overthrow. of the ruling class. and the establish-
ment of a sacialist. state under a. dlctatorshlp of the proletariat.  But the
Communist Party of Great Britain has been .taken over by.a cllque of.oPpor—
tunists who have turned it.into.a. revisionist party . which. is. socxallstvlnx.
words but in fact serves. the interests of. the bourgeoisie.. This is why
rebuilding the revolutlonary Communist Party is the central .task in Britain

today.

The task is a big one which we cannot. achieve.overnight merely.by announcing
the formation of a new.Party...We.have. to learn.once again. how to do the work
. of successfully leading the.working class in making revolution. The process
of Party building will be one of prolonged struggle.

It: will be a complex task. anOlVlng many. subordinate. tasks. In order to
guide this work correctly and. in.order. to avoid wandering off the correct
revolutionary path it-is essential to.grasp the key.link.in Party bulldlng.

. What is the key link. in rebuilding.the revolutionary.Communist Party of

the working class in.Britain. .today?. The. CFB(ML). says.the key link is active
1deolog1ca1 struggle. You.in the CWLB(ML) see the key link as lnvestlgatlon.
This is the pr1nc1pa1 line of demarcation between .the .two. organisations. .

The CFB(ML) wishes to state. its. hlgh respect.for the comrades of the.
CWLB(ML). The CWLB(ML) “has. persevered now for several years in modestly
and conscientiously serving the cause of the working class.. _They. endeaVOur
to take a baold working. class. stand .They.have published an 1mportant :
document which emphasizes the need. to build.Communist bases.in .the industrial
working class, and within. the last .two years they.have made xeal progress,
despite their limited resources, .in implementing this policy.

‘The .CWLB(ML) 's recent. pamphlet, '"It's Up To .Us!', clearly states that the
questlon of ‘Party. building.is the. central- question . .in- ‘Britain. today This
ig an.important advance. It :answers. some.doubts.raised by their’ pamphlet on
building bases 'in -the.industrial. worklng class Whlch did not state- ,clearly'_
that Party building-is:the central. task.. Nevertheless “the .CFB (ML) still" -
-has doubts about whether the CWLB(ML). is.grasping the central task of
building the revolutionary-Communist Party of the working class really

firmly.

The pamphlet, 'It's.Up.To.Us!', emphasxzes five .important aspects of Party
building and contains valuable.quotations from the.great Marxist-Leninist
leaders and Parties on these five questions. They are: .

1. The need for a class. analysis based on aﬂconcrete,understanding of

concrete conditions within.Britain.
2.- The need for a scientific analysis of friends and foes lnternatlonally

3." The need for a scientific understanding of the.national question in

_the British Isles.
4. The need for a firm grasp of. the. leading.role.of the working “class ‘in

the forthcomlng British revolution.
5. The need for a flrm grasp of. strategy and .tactics necessary for this

proletarian revolution.

On all; these five questions .the CWLB(ML).'s. pamphlet gives valuable educa-
tional material. :

The pamphlet makes a sincere and.systematic attempt to propose a solution
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to the present fragmentation of the Marxist-Leninist movement in Britain
into many different groups. . For: its.part the CWLB(ML).has taken an
1mportant step in. combatlng tendenc1es towards small group. mentality in
its: own ranks. It is. prop031ng to surrender. a significant amount of its
own independence of action and. hopes to merge with other.serious Marxist-
Leninist organizations. in order to do a better job.of building the revolu-
_ tlonary Communist Party of the working class.

79 s 4 T
’ All these are 'strong positive.features which must be welcomeéd. In
this reply to:the:CWLB(ML) we must concentrate.on-draw1ng lines of
demarcation and struggllng against cértain. errors which exist in the
pamphlet. We. do. this. so. that over. a.period of- time we.can.win principled
unity with the CWLB(ML) on.the basis of what is in the interests of the
‘working class. In this. way we will build.a unity that will live. However
at the same time as. cr1t1c1s1ng the weaknesses and errors we should not
lose sight of the positive aspects of their Party-building pamphlet.

WHY ‘IS ACTIVE IDEOLOGICAL .STRUGGLE THE KEY LINK.IN. PARTY BUILDING?

At present in. Brltaln the Marxist-Leninist movement. is deeply divided
into a dozen different.circles,.organizations .and self—declared Parties,
all infected with. small: g¥oup mentality and liberalism. An essential
-part of the-: central task of.building. the.genuine revolutlonary Commuriist
Party is to unite alli those.who.can be.united. The final ringing call
of the Communist Manlfesto,,"Worklng Men of all Countrles, Unite!", deeply

applles to us. too._*v

But how can We bang about a unity on the basis. of . principle and which
,w111 live, not a unlty on.the.basis. of  opportunism which will perish?
- Mao. Tsetung gives. the.answer.in. the. first sentence of '"Combat L1beral1sm

- act1ve 1deolog}cal struggle.

otd”
"Wé stand fbr active. ideological . struggle because it.1is the weapon
for ensurzng unity. within. the. Party.and. therreuoluttonary organiza-

”

tzons zn the tnterests of our fight". Dot

Actlve 1deolog1ca1 struggle is.not .just.a.powerful.weapon .for ensuring
unity: it Ls the:ueapon., It is not Just the :weapon.which will help br1ng

itis the~weapon for ensurlng unlty.

P olonged 1deolog1ca1 struggle in the CFB(ML) clearly
demonstrated to us. the. truth. of this. statement. . All .comrades except those
who refused to struggle, were united in a militant unity around correct. lines
and policies. This. ideological ‘unity. is now being consolidated in a mili-
‘tant organizational unity.on.firm democratic centralist pr1nc1ples. The
groups have become. transformed into branches. The "Federation' is already
almost dead. -We will. proudly. announce the burial service when preparat1ons
are fully complete, and.we will. invite all. other. comrades to. join with us

in the celebrations!: This change came about because active ideological

struggle ensures unlty.

Comrades' Actlve ideological. struggle will ensure the unity of all
honest. comrades.in the.British Marxist-Leninist movement. Active
ideological struggle ensures that we.will sweep .aside the dozen small.
groups ‘that’ at. present fragment the ranks of revolutionary Communists

at present.-

There is a second.reason.why. active. Ldeologlcal struggle is the key llnk.
to be grasped in building the revolutionary. Communist Party of the working
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class. Idealogical.struggle.is.not.a. passxve process;..it. ig.an-active: process.
It is.a. battle between.correct -ideas.and-incorrect.ideas, between proletar-
ian-ideas on the.one.hand,.and. bourgeois. and-petty: bourgeois.ideas on the ;,
other. . It is:a.battle: whlch.ensures that- correct. proletarian ideas win. out

in the ‘end .and.are.grasped.not: only:by' those.who.first.put.them. forward but

by all the comtrades.sincerely . taking. part.in the: struggle. But even.more
than that, the.corréct. proletarlan ideas. do.not.just.win:out, they are
developed and.strengthened.in.the. course.of: the: struggle.mmth.the incorrect
bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideas... Mao Tsetung: puts this.very clearly:

"What e aanreat invaviably. develops in the. course of struggle with.
. what ta mrang ~('On. Goxrect Handling:of: Contradictions Ampng the
People‘ Sectlon VIII, Mao |7 Selected‘Readlngs,)p464)

We must deeply grasp this. truth and understand . its. great. slgnlflcance
for Party building in Britain.

If we look at the Brltlsh.MarxxstrLenLant movement, seeing only the
surface appearance,.it.is.as.migerable: picture.of-a.dozen.small groups,,
noné very large, and.riddled:with liberalism.and. amall .group mentality.
But within them there is.a great.reserve.of energy.which.can. be unlocked:
vith the key of active ideological.struggle...The:struggle.to unite these .
,_small .groups will. involve deep.®nd protracted.battles on.almost all the

ma;or -.aspects of: Party.building...The.struggles. will .ensure.not just the
unity .of the small groups but.that.our.grasp.of.correct.ideas will be
immeasurably: strengthened :in the.course. of.the.ideclogical struggles.
At present the Marxist-Leninist movement.in Britain:.looks.a.miserable sight
on the surface,.but.if.we.look.beneath.the.surface.we will.underatand that
active. ideological. atruggle.can.produce.a.great. qualitative change, can -
build .a. streng, new, revolutienary. Communist.Party. ¢f: the. working class
within a few years. That. ia»uhykactiva ideological struggle is the key"

link to be grasped.in Party ‘buflding.
Lenin described thé idea of .the key link in 'What.Is To Be Dona?':

’The wkaZe thpalztaaaz szh,mp an: endless. chain. aonazetzng of an. ﬁ,g,p
znf%nita numberzqf 1inka, -.The.whole. art: af‘poZztzaa ligs in ﬁwndzng
and. goipping aeetrong .ae.we.oan. the. link. that le least likely to be
“torm.-qut. of .our Hande, . the.one that.ie most tmportant.at the given -
momant, - the ong.that .guarantees .the possessor of a Zznk the posaaaazon
af the whoZe ahqﬁn"~' (Peking Edition, p201) S mam

Iﬁ the Br;tish Marxist-LenLnxat movement today, active: 1deoloszca1 strugsle
is prec;sely that key link. whxch ie least.likely to.be torn out.of our hands.
It is precisely the one.that.is.most.important at.this:given moment. It is.
pzec:aeiy the one which,. despite.all our.present. weaknesses, we can grab.
hold of, and the possession.of which.will guarantee 'us.''the.possession of:
the ‘whole chain”. It will guarantee.that.with perseverance.we. will withOut
doubt build a atrong new .revolutionary Communist Party.

_ As the comrades :in. the CUWLB(ML)..point . out,.it .is up. to. us...There are no
geniuges in the British Marxist-Leninist. movement, no Lenins .ox.Mao Tsetungs..ﬂ
All the groups are onesided in.one.way. or. another.. .But.even.starting with
this poor materzal we .will undoubtedly.bring. about.a qualitative change if
we persevere in grasping.the key.link.of:active: 1deologmca1 atruggle. ;

CRITICISM. OF THE CWLB(ML) .FOR.NQOT..GRASPING.ACTIVE. IDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE AS.
THE KEY LINK
The comrades in the GWLB(ML)"do notmyet grasp the. significance of active
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ideological struggle.and.do.not.grasp.it.as.the key.link.in Party building.
Instead they.fall.into.the.errox. of. Liberalism which, as Mao Tsetung says,
"rejects ideological struggle'.

The CWLB(ML) . have.never made.a.systematic.public.criticism of the line
of ancther Marxist-Leninist.organization.. This.is.not merely accidental;
it is.a manifestation.of the.error. of liberalism,.which .the CFB(ML) has
also suffered from severely.

In the CWLB(ML).'s:pamphlet,.'Lt's.Up.To.Us!'!, they.print.a. long list of
the essential characteristics. of a.genuine revolutionary. Communist Party,
but nowhere in.this.list. ddes.it.say.that.the.Party must wage active
ideological. struggle. for.proletarian.ideology against all.anti-working
class ideology. The. longest entry on- ideclogical struggle. in.the pamphlet
is only seven sentences.on.page. 56 in.connection with a .proposed Commission
on Party building. It is liberally and vaguely worded:

"We also wish to stress.that if in tts work.the Commission i8 to
successfully fight. against right. and left opportunism, there must
be initiated.an. honest.struggle against.erroneous ideas which
permeate the thinking of some orgamizations. The CWLB(ML) will
make no fuwther comment on this issue . now”, s

Certain subordinate pointscare then:réferrdd to.-briefly. This is a liberal
way. of writing about the key link of ideological struggle.

There are mdny.deep.differences.between Marxist-Leninist.corganizations
in Britain which.cannot.be.resolved.merely by.honest-and .conscientious
investigation work, . co-ordinated.by.a Commission,.as.the CWLB(ML) imply they
can, These differences.represent.contradictions between -correct and in-
correct ideas,.principled. and: opportunist.ideas,. proletarian. and.bourgeois
or petty bourgeois.ideas...They.can.only.be resolved by grasping the
principal weapon.for ensuring.unity.within.the ranks of revolutionaty
Communists - active ideological struggle.

The CWLB(ML) .makes.a.serious.error. of.liberalism.in.not.grasping the
xmportance of actlve ldeologlcal struggle.

It also makes a serious. ldeallst error. by not.grasping the.class nature
of the struggle. between different. ideologies. . Idaologlcal struggle 1s
class .struggle.: It is.the. battle between. the. ideas.which serve the. proleta- :
riat and. the ideas which.serve. the. bourgeoLSLe or .the . intermediate. strata.
This battle goes.on.every.day of our lives in class .society.. Instead the
CWLB(ML) sees only the battle.between.correct.or incorrect ldeas, which it
calls the battle.between. scmentxfxc .and .unscientific.ideas. It is true
these battles. cccur, but.it.is wrong.to.see. the ideological .struggle mainly.
in these terms instead.of.in.class.terms, .and it.is quite.wrong to see.the.
1deologlcal struggle . only.in. these. texms.....The. Ldeologlcal struggle  that . musFﬂ
go on within.a revolutionary.Communist. Party to.arm.it to lead the fight
of the working.class.to.overthrow. the. bourgecisie, .is a.class fight for
proletarian ideas.against.bourgeois.or.petty.bourgeois.ideas.. Only if the
Party of the working.class. is.armed.with.the proletarian ideas of Marxism~
Leninism can it help the. working class.t04organizewand,OVerthrow capitalism.

It is true that differences.of. opinion.can.start as a result of accidental
mistakes. and. one-sidedness..-But. if:comrades.persist.in.a line for any
length of. time it.almost.certainly. represents.the.stand.of .one class or
another. In any major two line struggle there is.always one.line that in
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essence most correctly represents.the.stand.and interests.of.the working .
class and another line which.represents.the.stand ox. interests. of the bour-
geoisie or amofiwns of the middle strata, such.as the.intelligentsia,

e

As Mao Tsetung ‘says:

“In class society....every.kind.of thinking, without exception,is
stamped with the brand of a class”. (Quotations, p8)

The CWLB(ML) 1list many characteristics. of. a.revolutionary. Communist Party
but do not name the most.fundamental characteristic.—.that.the Party must
persistently and uncompromisingly take the.stand of .the working. class. This
is a class question. : ' )

Instead. the CWLB(ML)..elevate.to .first.place the methods. of. work and tech-
niques. of . investigatrion.of .a.Communist Party...The:CWLB(ML)_say these must
be'scientific", but.do not.sharply distinguish.between.prolétarian science
and bourgeois:science.and.do not. say.which.they.mean.. This. too.is an ideal-
ist error. For them. a.genuine.revolutionary Party.is.in.essence a party
that has mastered a. number.of.skills, not a party. that .in essence merely
aids the historical struggle. of. the working.class.. In. the final analysis
the CWLB(ML) is falling into idealism.and forgetting that it is class
struggle that carries.forward social history,.not.clever.ideas or skills,
in themselves,

The words of the 'Communist.Manifesto' are wvery.important in guarding
against idealism:

"The theoretical conclusions.of.the Communists .are in.no way based on
ideas or principles that. have.been.imvented.or.discovered by this or
that untversal reformer - they merely express, in.general terms, actual
relations springing from.an existing class struggle, . from a historical
movement  going on under our very. eyes". (Peking Edition, p48)

'The'CWLB(ML)'qudtefthis'passageﬂbut do not -fully.grasp it. Thé point is
made again;by;Mao_TSetuﬁg‘op page .8.of .the Quotations:

"Classes struggle, some.classes. triumph, others.are eliminated. Such
18 history, . such.is the. history of.civilization .for thousands of years.
To interpret history from.this.viewpoint.is.historical materialism;
- standing in opposition to this viewpoint is historical idealism.”

The single most important thing. about.a revolutionary.Communist Party is
that it must take the. stand. of the working class and.aid the working class
in its already existing.class struggles. The single most important thing
about a. revalutionary.Communist.Party.is.not what.the CWLB(ML) imply, that
it possesses a number. of. skilful.scientific techniques for doing political
work better. . To say this is idealist. It is.in the final analysis a way
of saying that history is.made.by.parties. of.individuals. who have mastered
certain political skills. Instead.we must. say that history. is made by the
class struggle of the masses. -This is the historical materialist stand-

point.- ‘

Investigation work .is.a.very.important subordinate .task.of.Party building.
The CFB(ML)mmust'State.boldly"that@it”haerelativelywighoredJthe_impottance
of investigation in the.last year or two.and has fallea.into one-sidedness
ori this question. Investigation.is essential so.that we.can .successfully
integrate the universal.truths.of.Marxism=Leninism with the concrete condi-
tions .of the class struggle in Britain. .The CWLB(ML) makes many valuable
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points on this question.

However the§¢WLﬁ§MLQ‘is;wang ﬁo.make'but;that;inyestigaﬁion is ‘the key
link in:Pap;y*buﬂl&igg.,ﬁBy,pygrﬁgmphasizing.its.importaqgeifhey’ﬂéll:into
Idealism in forgetting ithe fundamentsl importu.ce of the working class

stand of a revolutionary Communist. Party. Also they try to draw a distinc*
tion between "thc camp of .science.and tae amp of anti-science”, talking.
ahout science as:if it .did.not-have a class content. But in fact there is
 proistarian science and bourgeois science and the distinction must on no
account be forgotten. '

The CWLB(ML) do not make sufficiently clear that when Marxist-Leninists
carry out an investigation we do not do so.in a 'neutral' way but..
definitely fromrthe,stand.of-thETWOrking,class,JLWenmuét not:..assess:all
the facts we gather. in.a.random way but by subjecting them to class
analysis - by analysing. the class. content and the class meaning of each
different fact. When we piece together ideas gathered from these facts
we must not do this in an aimless way but firmly guided by the universal
truths of Marxism-Leninism. All these qualifications are essential to
make when talking about.investigation work.in order to. guard against the
danger of falling into bourgeois empiricism - the error of mistaking
fragmentary experience for universal truth. But in the way the CWLB (ML)
talks about investigation.it does not draw this firm line of demarcation

with bourgeois empiricism.

It is also necessary to.guard against empiricism in another way. ‘At
this time of theoretical chaos in the British Marxist-Leninist movement,
it is the duty of all. revolutionayy Communists to uphold, defend and
propagate the universal . truths oanarxisvaeniﬁism. The sloga. 'No
investigation, mno right. to.speak" should.not.be used in a way that
would prevent comrades propagating the 'universal truths of Marxism-
Leninism. To do this.would.be to falliinto empiricism. .Certainly we need
investigation in order.to.understandfhow correctly to.integrate these
universal truths.with concrete practice, but that is a different point.

At times (for example page three of the.Introduction to the pamphlet) the
CWLB(ML) do not stress.sufficiently the importance of upholding the univer-—
sal truths of Marxism-Leninism but appear rather .to make this dependent

on already having carried out a concrete investigation, ourselves.,

THE PROPQSED COMMISSION ON PARTY BUILDING

In their pamphlet the CWLB(ML) make a proposal for a "Marxist-Leninist:
Working Commission on.Party. Building Preparatory Work", composed of
delegates from different Marxist-Leninist.organizations, with each organiza-
tion having one vote. The.task of the Commission would.be to produce draft
statements bas.d on.investigation on.five major fields of policy for the
future revolut.onary Communist Party.

This proposal is a.sincere.attempt.to.carry forward the central task cof
Party building,.but,it,makes.certain.serioas.opportunist errors. The
Commission violates: democratic centralism. and compromises with small
group mentality. It hopes. to.overcome.small. group mentality step by step.
without waging. an. openly-declared ideological war against the zmall group
mentality that. is.rampant in.the British Marxist-leninist movemant. The
CWLB (ML) -calls this Commission an "organization of : new type", but in
fact it is an organization.of an old type. Although the CWIB(ML) deny. it
is federal in nature that is precisely what it is. It is an opportunist.
compromise with small group mentality which violates democratic—-centralism.
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The CFBGML) has just spent the last two years. flghtlng this, federallst
compromise type of solution.to.Party. building . and. it is’ ‘deep’ onving
that the federal road is an opportunist’¥oad.. Tt must firml e’
any proposal that would - however unlntentlonally"“léad the ,orkl g-clags”
down this:road again, -+ " e thi L e ; :J‘..

ap b

If there are no major: dlfferences.betueen.partlcu, ,Marx;st-Lenlnlst
organlzatlons, let them unite. fn.a single democratic néntxallst organlza—
tion and plan the distribution.of their cadre resources to do necessary.
lnvestlgatlon work. under democratic centralist discipline. If there are
no major differences of pr1nc1p1e what possible justification is there.
for perpetuatlng their. existence.as small groups. and for embarking on a
long process of 1nvest1gat10n work. organized in a federal way, which fosters
small _group mentality and individualism? Comrades!. we speak with the
experience of wander;ng in..the marsh of federalism.for six years. Be warned

by our negative experiencel

. 3

If on the other hand, there.are. major differences.of. panclple between
organizations, they cannot.be.resolved by investigation work and "calm'
dlscusqxons (pamphlet, p50).. - On the contrary the organizations must follow
Lenin' s prlnclple.

"Before we can. unite, and in. order that we may unite, we must firet
of all draw firm and definite lines of demarcation'. ('What Is To
Be Dene? » Peking edition, p26)

Starting from the desire for unity, they must engage.in active ideological
-struggle to reach principled: Ldeologxcal unity. .They.must then consolidate
this unity by organlzatxonal unity in a single.democratic centralist organ-—
ization. This is the only ‘correct way to serve the interests of the
worklng class 1n ‘such a situation.

The CWLBCML) have.made .a.numbexr.of oppartuant errors. in. their pamphlet
'It's.Up To Usl' - principally of.liberalism, . of. Ldealxmm, and of compro-
mising with small group. mentallty The CFB(ML) :has made -serious errors of
_thls nature too.,. , :

Because the CWLB(ML) has made some opportun;et errors.does not mean that
“they are. opportunzats. At the same time as criticizing.the. shortcomxngs of
the CWLBCML), we must also. recognxze ‘their achievements. . .Their pamphlet
firmly states that the central.question in Britain today .is that of Party
building, and it sincerely attempts to put forward a. solutlon to the
fragmentation of the Marxist-Leninist movement into .small groups.

The CFB(ML) regards.the .members.of the CWLB(ML) as:comrades.and believes
that with perseverance, ‘and. by.using the Marxist-Leninist weapon of self- -
criticism to get rid of the.bad.while retaining. the good, .they. will undoubt-
edly make a valuable.contribution.to. building.the revolutlonary Communlst
Party of the working class. We.firmly believe that it .is.in the interests
of the working class.that the comrades. from our two. orgaanatLons should be
flghtlng side by side in a single democratic-centralist organization.

The CFB(ML) calls on the CWLB(ML) to .set aside their incorrect proposal
for a.Commission on Party building, to struggle. for early unity with the.
CFB(ML) and other - serious. Marxist-Leninist groups in .a single democratic
centralist organization, and. meedlately to..start:itonk.ohithiz By.diawing
lines of demarcation and by us;ng active ideological struggle.

If we firmly grasp active ideological struggle as the key link in Party
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building the task w111 be accomplished. in a. relatlvely ‘short space of time.
Another shovelful of earth will have been.shifted. The: genuine reVOlutlonary
Communist Party.of-the. working class, and the proletarian revolution, will

be that b1t nearer!

Actlve Ideologlcal Struggle, Not Investlgatlon, Is The Key Link In Party
Bu11d1ng!

Executlve Committee.of ‘the CFB(ML)
September 1976.
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AGAINST OPPORTUNIST ATTACKS ON CPC FOREIGN POLICY

The National Committee of.the.Communist Federation of Britain (Marxist-
Leninist) recently passed the following resolution:-

"The 'Resolution on Certain Aspects of the.General.Line.of.the Foreign Policy
of Socialist Countries':passed.at.the general meetlng of.January 1972 made
serious opportunist errors.

The resolution did. not firmly. grasp.the. panc;pal contradiction in the
world today, that.between the oppressed nations.and peoples of the world
and the tio superpowerslnstead the resolution. stressed.the internal contradiec-
tions in third world countries. and did not grasp.the necessity.for a United
Front of all who can.be.united, :including sections.of. the national. bourgeoisie,
against imperialism. This was a 'left' opportunist error.

Another serious opportunist. error was intellectualism. - .The comrades who
supported this 'left' opportunist.line thought.that they were "the supreme
power of the world order." (Hoxha) Instead of modestly getthg on with the
central task of building.the.revolutionary Communist Party in Britain and
following the overwhelmlngly'correct lead of.the.Communist.Party of China .
on the world situation, these.comrades tried. to.lightly decide the princi-
ples which should govern the foreign policy of the People's Republic of
China.

- A serious right opportunist.error.was liberalism.. .Comrades who upheld
the correct line on the. world: situation. failed to.struggle. correctly and:
made opportunist concessions.on.matters of crucial. theoreticil iimportance.
As a result the resolution wriggled like a .snake.between .two mutually -

excluding points of view.

‘The National Committee .of . the.Communist Federation of Britain (MarXLSt*
Lenlnlst) completely rescinds. this opportunist.resolution.. .lt states. that
continyed ideological: struggle will be essential: to guard . agaxnst future

right and 'left' opportunism."

National Committee .of the.CFB(ML)
October 1976

In January 1972 the CFB(ML).passed a resolution:on.theugeneral line of
the foreign policy of socialist.countries.. The resolution.was.passed before
the correct .line on. bulldlng the. revolutlonary Communist.Party. had triumphed
in the CFB(ML), and. at.a.time.when the organization was. wanderlng in the -
marsh of opportunism. It was.inevitable.therefore that serious right and

'left' opportunist errors were made.

The most serious right”opportunist"error;masmliberalismfuThe resolution
was passed at the end. of.a.big.ideological. struggle.in the .CFB(ML). The
struggle centred around.the. forelgn policy.of ‘the. People s .Republic of China
(PRC). Although no comrade.in.the CFB(ML): at.that time understood either
the importance.of.active.ideological. struggle or the correct. way of carry-
ing that struggle out, nevertheless the strugglé. broke out independent of the

will of comrades.
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One group.of.comradeswargued.forwanwulxxazieit,Messentially Trotskyite,
line on the world.situation.and. the.foreign policy of socialist countries.
This line failed to grasp that the main contradiction in the world today
is that between {netiis Ldiiderfbilets’ aHATtHE IpPressed Hiatipnsiatid peoplés
of tHe world. '

Failing to grasp.this.firmly.theseﬂcomrades.argued.thatuin third world
countries the. principal.contradiction. was.that.between the .working people
and the ruling.class.. . They failed to understand .that-in third world count-—
ries today the. principal. contradiction is.that between the.people as a
whole, including sections of .the national bourgeoisie, and imperialism.

The comrades.pushing. this.incorrect line questioned the corfrectness of
the foreign«policy:of.the.PRC“andmindgedwsaidnthatMChinaHhad made some
opportunistzerroﬁs.coﬁcérningﬁthe;eventsiin.Pakismuh”Sri.Lanka and the
Sudan in 1911,..Some.comxadesppressed:for;an.'allrroundwcondemnation'
of China's foreign policy. and one member even thought that the Communist
Party of China. had.probably changed its colour and become .a revisionist

partyl

The other line argued.for. a.generally correct.line on the.world situation
and China's foreign.policy. but made serious.opportunist liberal errors.in.
fighting the incorrect. line.. Instead of establishing clear lines of demar-
" cation and firmly. refusing. to make concessions on matters of theory, these
comrades objectively.capitulated to the 'left' opportunist line. They
didn't understand Lenin's warning that:

",..an unimportant. 'Mistake' may . lead. to the most deplorable consequen—
ces, and only.short-sighted.people can consider factional disputes and
a strict differentiation of shades superfluous. The fate of Russian
Social-Democracy for many, many years to come may depend on the
strengthening of one or other 'shade'." ('What Is To Be Done?'

Peking edition, p28)

And indeed this unimportant.'mistake'.did.have .the "most deploxable
consequences”. It.was the. opportunist concessions.to the.'left' opportu-
nist line thap”werellateruused,«in.Ju1y51974,»toujustiﬁyﬁa.public criticism
of the PRC's refusal. to.admit the leading. revisionist Michael McGahey to
China, in the CFB(ML) 's old monthly .paper 'Struggle'.

Because of the.failureﬂofuthe.suppoxterswofuthemcorrectuline.to struggle . -
strongly enoughnforAtheiruline,;the.resolutionwthat-wasupaSSed at the end
of the struggle.was.aLfudge.compromisetbétweenﬂtheUcorrectmand incorrect
lines. It was mandatory.at.a.time.when.all.opportunists,.of both right and .
'left', were attacking.the.PRC.and its.revolutionary line in foreign policy,
to clearly state.that.China's foreign. policy was .correct.and serving the
interests of the.peoples.of.the world.. The .'left' . opportunist line
couldn't stomach.this, nor.could. the supporters . of the correct line
support a 'condemnation' of China's. foreign.policy.. .So.-the resolution
tried to please both camps. The first.paragraph said:

"The socialist.camp...belongs to the.international proletariat and
working people as.well.as to:the people. of the socialist countries.
Because the communist movement 1s internationalist in character the
policies and political record of all. Marzist-Leninist organizations
must be open to questioning and criticism. Only on .these principles
can a genuinely proletarian internationalist communist movement be
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Although . the supporters.of.the.correct.line.knew. well .that._the ideological
basis of this paragraph was.the.subjectivist desire of .the supporters of the
incorrect line. to criticise. the.foreign.policy. of. the PRC, .they contented
themselves with the knowledge.that. such criticism had been staved off for
the moment. Both heré,andzelsewhere.in the resolution these comrades made
serious opportunist. errors.. .This.conciliation. with.opportunism, instead :of
bold struggle against it, is exactly the type.of opportunism.referred to by
Lenin: .

"When we speak of fighting opportunism, we must never forget a feature
that is charagteristic.of.present-day .opportunism in every spheve,
namely, its vagueness, diffuseness, elusiveness. An opportunist, by
his very nature, will always.evade formulating.an issue clearly and
decteively; he will always wriggle like a smake.between two mutually
exclusive points of view.and try to 'agree' with both and to reduce
his differences of opinion to petty amendments, doubts, good and pious
suggestions, and so on and so. forth." ('On the .Struggle Against
Revisionism', Peking edition, p8)

.~ Why was all this an error.of liberalism? Because these comrades had their
Marxism, but they had.their.liberalism too.. They talked Marxism but practised
liberalism.  They kept both in stock and found a use for each. ..As Mao said:

"Liberalism is a.manifestation of opportunism and conflicts fundament-
ally with Marxism. It is.negative and objectively has the effect of
helping the enemy; that is why the enemy welcomes its preservation in
our midst. Such being its nature, there should be no place for it in
the ranks of the revolution.” ('Selected Readings', pl36)

The other big error of the struggle and of the resolution was intellectual-
ism. Tt was an error that the comrades who held the 'left' line raised it
as a matter for struggle at all. It was typical of the arrogance of the
intelligentsia who think that they are "the supreme .power of the world
order" (Hoxha), and that they can therefore encompass the whole world and
. solve all its problems from ‘the comfort of. their armchairs.

f3Ihstéadfof'graSPingf}Hat3theiCommuniSt:Party»ofmChinawis”the.mDSt‘tempered, z
most experienced and most.far-sighted.Communist Party.in the world, and that
its policy has been proven.to. be.overwhelmingly.correct,.and .therefore foll-
dwingnits.lead,,the"CFB(ML)thought_it"neceSSary:to lay down the principles
by which the PRC should conduct its foreign policy.

Instead of modestly getting on with what should have been.its central task,
building the revolutionary Communist Party of the working. class, the CFB(ML)
thought it necessary to.pass such a resolution when its grasp.of the world
situation was weak indeed. Stalin.defines Marxist. theory as "'the experience
of the working class movement.in.all countries, taken in its general
aspect.” ('Foundations of .Leninism', Peking edition, p22).. The CFB(ML)
failed to grasp that. the CPC has.the most thorough grasp of this theory
and is thus far more likely to be.correct.in its analysis of the world
situation than a fledgling Marxist-Leninist organization just pulling itself
up by its bootstraps.

The resolution itself, because.of. the. failure.of the supporters of the
correct line to struggle boldly.enough, made significant.ultra-left errors.
Essentially the resolution fell into Trotskyism.

Although the resolution tried.to state .the .theoretical principles governing
a socialist country's foreign policy, and to some extent succeeded, it failed
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to grasp the world situation. _As .Mao .pointed out . without comparatively
complete knowledge.it.is. tmpossible.to.do revolutionary work well".
("Selected Readings', .p216). The knowledge of the CFB(ML) was far from
relatively complete and inevitably opportunist mistakes were made.

The resolution. states.(in para.6).”...within nom=socialist countries not
occupted by foreign. troops.the main contradiction.is.between the working
péople and the ruling class”. . Despite saying.(in para.4) 'The basis of
all policy...lies in making distinctions”, this statement makes mo distinc-
tion whatsoever between first, second and. third world countries. It
ignores the fact that for the third world countries .the main enemy is
imperialism, and their domestic agents, the comprador bourgeoisie, not
the domestic ruling class in general.

Thus it says (in.para.6). 'within these countries the main enemy .18 the
ruling class”. ‘The .resolution .completely fails. to grasp the necessity for.
a United Front of.all who can be united, including sections of the national
bourgeoisie, against imperialism in .third world countries.

Similarly ‘the .resolution. states (in para.l0)..""peaceful coexistence
defines a relationship.between countries of.different soctal systems,
never between oppressed.and oppressor classes and nations.” Whilst

this is generally true, a. United Front against imperialism is frequently
a temporary alliance.of workers and peasants with their secondary enemies,
the national bourgeoisie,.against the main enemy of imperialism. The
revolutions in China and.Vietnam, amongst others, .could never have succeeded

without such alliances.

The resolution also.made an oblique attack upon. the PRC by saying (in para.
9) "The other ervor to.be. opposed:is. that of. the rightist position of putting
the 'national intevests' of a socialist country before that of actively aid-
ing revolutionary struggles wherever they occur'. This sentence was included
to satisfy the petty—bourgeois indignation of .the intelligentsia that the
objectively existing.struggles. of the world, and. thus the foreign policy of
the PRC, did not correspond to their grand scheme.

This is basically .the.key.to understanding the nature of this Trotskyite
error. Marx and Engels .pointed out;

‘MPhe theoretical . conelusions of the. Communists are in no way based
on ideas that.have been invented by this or that would-be.universal
veformer. They merely express, in general terms, actual relations
springing from an. existing class struggle, from an historical move=
ment going on under our very eyes". ('The Communist Manifesto',
Peking edition, p48)

The "historical movement.going on under our very eyes''is a struggle of
the oppressed nations.and peoples of the world against. imperialism. The
struggle against. the super-powers.is not something invented by the CPC, it
objectively exists, independent of man's will.

The resolution chose.instead to emphasise the internal national struggles.
The supporters of.the.ultra-left line, like all other ultra-lefts, sought
to impose their will on.the.world and gave vent to squeals of petty-
bourgeois moralism when. the peoples of the world ignored their will. This
is the error of idealism.

CONCLUSIONS AND LESSONS.QF THE STRUGGLE

The two-line struggle in the CFB(ML) on the foreign policy of socialist
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countries was - a class struggle. It was.a.struggle between comrades who S
tried to uphold.the. banner.of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought and who
thus took the class.stand.of the working class, and comrades who ‘took the
class stand of the 1nte111gents1a.; - ’

Because the comrades who .upheld the .correct.line made. rlght opportunlsb
errors in not.struggling boldly.enough for that:lime,.the resolutién paSSed'
by the CFB(ML). was. an.unprincipled compromise and. made.serious concessions.
on matters of vital theory.. = Thus the resolution ‘took the.class. stand of the

intelligentsia.

In compromising with the.'left' opportunist.line.and trylng to.please both
camps ‘the resolution. 1nev1tablz t66K the capitalist.road.. As.Lenin. said
. the only choice. is.either.bourgeois or. socialist. zdealogy, there i8 no-
mzddle course”. (Quoted in Hoxha, Selected Works, Vol.2, pl26).

- The struggle was not only.a theoretical struggle... The resdlution misled
honest comrades, particularly working class.comrades,.in. the CFB(ML). It
caused. them to.doubt that:the Communist Party.of Chlﬁa is-a great, glorlous
“and correct Party. . If. the.resolution had not been overturned in the course -
of the CFB(ML)'s rectification campaign it copld havé caused untold damage
in the Marxist-Leninist movement, especially. now when we are confronted ‘with
the task of supporting the.International United Front against the super-. -

powers.

The National Committee of. the.CFB(ML). has recently overturned this ultra-
left resolution and states.that.the. forelgn pollcy of. the People's ‘Republic
of China is a correct policy, and is serving. the interests of the workers:
and oppressed peoples and nations. of the world.in. the world-wide struggle
against the two super-powers,.United States .and Sovxet—SocLal 1mper1allsm.
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INTEGRATE THE UNIVERSAL TRUTHS OF MARXISM-LENINISM WITH
“THE CONCRETE PRACTICE OF THE BRITISH REVOLUTION!

The necessity for theory is a class question. Stalin summed this up
concisely when he.said:

"Theory ¢s the experience of the working class movement in all couilr
countries taken in its gemeral aspect. Of course, theory becomes
purposeless if it e not connected with revolutionary practice, Just
as practice gropes in the dark <f its path 18 not Zllumined by revol-
utionary theory. But theory can become a tremendous force in the
working class movement if it ie built up in indiseoluble connection
with revolutionary practice; for theory and theory alone, can give the
movement confidence, the power of orientation, and an understanding of
bhesinfenerrelation of surrcunding events; for it, and it alone, can
help practice to realise not only how and in which direction classes
are moving at the present time, but also how and in which direction
they will move in the near future. None other than Lenin uttered and
repeated scores of times the well known thestis that:

- '"Without a rvevolutionary theory there can be no revolutionary i

movement. ' ("Foundations of Leninism' Peking edition p22)

§talin defines théory as "the experience of the working classrmoveﬁént
in all .countries taken in its general aspect". The principles of Marxism—
Leninism Have formed the basis of the policies of the most advanced
Communist Parties. It 'was only by integrating the universal truths of .
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of the Russian Revolution that
the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, led by Lenin, and then by Stalin,
led the working class of Russia to take state power in October 1917, &nd
then on"to construct socialism. This they continued ta.do until the leaders
like Krushchev seized the leadership of the CPSU and. led it away»frqm
Marxism-Léninism. Marxism- Leninism was the.theoretical basis guiding the
thinking ‘of the. Communist Party of China which defeated imperialism and
reaction to.set. up the People's Republic of China.in 1949. Moreover each of
these great vidtoriés has enriched Marxist-Leninist theory, made it more

“profpund. ‘Each: victory adds to the experienmce of the working class movement,
andvenablgS'CqmmﬁnistsJtcfdegpen:their:gragpﬁéfﬁMarkiSmhLaﬁﬁﬁi$m. R

zaStalin also points out,. in.the second.part of the quotation above, ‘that
Communists study this theory in ordey- to serve their practice. Theory =~
guides practice, gives the movement confidence and enables Communists 'to
understand the inner relationms, or laws of development of the events . iiJ,
surrounding them. It enables Communists to derive policies which are right
for the concrete situation. Theory, as Stalin explains,.is developed in
connection with.the. struggle of the working class, and is developed to
serve .these struggles. The working. class must have theory. in the interests

of its fight. As Mao has summed it up:

"Yo politiocal. party.ecan possibly.lead a great revolutionary movement
to victory wiless it possesses revolutionary theory and a knowledge of
history and. has a profound grasp of the practical movement. " :
("Quotations from Chairman Mao Tsetung')pé)

EMPIRICISM DENIES THE ROLE OF THEORY.AND RELIES ONLY ON. DIRECT. EXPERIENCE .

The fact is that there is a contradiction between theory and practice,
but there is also a unity between.them: They are contradictory aspects of
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a%single whole. Failure to grasp this firmly leads to mistakes in work.
In the paet practice.of. the CFB(ML) one of the major erfoxs was empiricism,

:

which denies the role of theory.

- To deny the role of theory preveints. Communists from.fully integrating
theory with practice, and will lead to empiricist erroxs. The essence of
the error of empiricism is that it mistakes fragmentary experience for
universal truth, It therefore denies the role of theory and relies only v
on direct experience. CFB(ML).statements in. the past talked. about combining
theory with practice but. in. essence put practice first. This.was clearly
-shown -at the first session.of the Third Conference of the CFB(ML) where «
orie line put forward was that 'collective practice is .primary'. This line
took a number of forms..It was.argued for example that the main weakness
of: the organization was.a.lack of.collective practice, and that the
remedy for this was an organizational. form which gave priority to the
exchange of experience! The.main form of practice advocated was building
bases, out of which would arise direct.experience which would then enable
the CFB(ML) to develop its 'own' theory of the British revolution. This
‘theory was separate from. the indirect experience of.the international
working class movement. Thus we were to learn. only from oqur direct
‘fragmentary experience, o '

This line steod the comcrete situation completely on its head. In the -
contradiction between theory and practice. it was.practice which was - -
argued to be primary. In. circumstances of complete theoretical confusion,
this was a formula for a hlind loeal.practice.which. 'groped in the dazk'

without a guiding line, mefhed or policy, A base was.seen:as an area for
'action', a place. where.Communists 'did. things', and then talked about .= .
what they had done with-the. aim Qf.glaberatingvthnory-from-this'GXporinn§g¢

For Marxist-Leninists & base is.a place.whare policy is. fought for and
‘where -theory is integrated with the current struggles.of.the working class.
As Mdo ‘sume it up: - L

"Those amperienced.in work.muat take up the etudy of theory andimust '

. vead sertously; only then will they. be able to sysvematine and e

. @ynthesise their cuperience and ratee it to the level of theory, only

.o then-will they not mistake their partial egperience for universal
. truth and not oemmit empiviciet erveve." ('Quotations' p308) s

- ‘Ne must continue to guard ageinst this errer which ig still widespread
in“the Marxist=Leninist movement as.a whole..The error.is particularly -
strong in the local circles who argue that. the indirect experience of the
international working class movement is. relavant only. for. the particular
situations of, for example, the Russian or- Chiness zevolutions. Anothar
form of this argument is that we need more. direct experience befors we .
can begin to discuss the formation of a revolutlonary Communiet Party in
Britain. But the truth of the matter is that we will never have enough
difect experience to create for ourselves, all over again, the accumulsted
knéwiadge of one hundred years of the international Communist movement.

The essence of the mattez.is that there are two lines on experience. The
Mafxist-Leninist line maintains that experience comes from practice in the
class struggle, As Mao says VALl gemuine knowledge originates in diveot .
experienas. ! But direct experience is not something absolute and rigid. It
is 'always partial and mistakes of empiricism occur when we underate, or
deny the correct exparience of others,.or of the masses, This view leads
straight back to.the idealist line on.experience, the view that what one °
individual, or even ona group of people subjectively experience 1s the.
objective truth of the situstion, '
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To thoroughly get.to. kmow.a.thing it must.be.examined.allsidedly, and
its essence must.be.grasped..The appearance of .a phenomenon often does not

correspond to its essence at all.

Particularly in social life,- reacticnary.forces.which are in decline
try to preserve. their existence by concealing their antl—worklng class
nature behind a false:appearance.. The present Labour ‘Government " is.a_good
example of this. It put forward as 'socialism' policies such as national-
isation in a desperate attempt to find a way out.of the capitalist crisis

at the expense of the working class.

In the same way.the. Soviet revisionists. talk.about 'socialist co-opera=
tion' ‘and in reallty practise. social. 1mper1allsm, oppress1ng and exploitihg
third world countries.like India..In. such cases.it. is necessary to grasp
the essence of the matter, and not be focled.by. appearances.

Furthermore the area of pract1ca1 actlvity is extremely wide, whilst
the scope of an individual's. experience is iimited.. It is .therefore
essential to learn from others, from those parties and. organizations who
have successfully integrated Marxist~Leninist theory with the concrete
conditions of their.own countries.in making revolution. We cannot: possibly
have direct experience.of. everzthlnga.ln practlce therefore. most . knowledge
comes from indirect. experlence, it originates in the direct experience

of others.

To deny this is narrow. emp1r101sme Neglect of. theory, neglect of
indirect experlence, ‘intoxication.with narrow practice leads to a lack
of correct orlentatLon, and to the. capitulation to:..all sorts of erroneous
lines. Direct experience reflects a partial reality but it is only
perceptual knowledge and it.is thersfore superficial-and.incompleéte..To
make the leap to.conceptual knowledge,.to.knoWwlédge. whichivréflectsitherreal,
cannot be.attained.without the Marxist.method. This. is why the fundamental
way - to overcome empiricism is to study Marxism. conscientiously.

"It s only.by.studying conscientiously to gradually grasp the view-
points of :dialectical materialism. and historical materialism that one
can know the essence of things in a deep and comprehenszve way, grasp
the law of obaectzve thongs, and enhanae consazousness and avoid

blindness in work. " - - Voreldns Ceviog 40, 107
('Overcoming Emp1r1c18m Peking Rev1ew 43 1972 p7)

IN THE. CONTRADICTION BETWEEN THEORY AND PRACTICE,. THEORY IS PRIMARY AT .
THIS. STAGE.

In the situation where practice is groplng in the dark, when it is not.
illuminated by revolutxonary theory, the main.task is to grasp correct

theory.

"The creation.and. advocaay of. revolutionary theory plays the prineipal
and decisive role in those:times of which Lenin said 'Without revol=
utionary theory.there can be no.revolutionary movement'. When a task,
no matter which, has to be performed, but there is as yet no guzdzng
line, method, pZan or policy, the primcipal and decisive thing is to
decide on.a guiding. line, method, plan or policy."

( Mao 'On Contradiction' Selected Readings pllé)

In the contradiction between: theory and.practice, theory is.primary at
this stage preclsely because there.is no.guiding line or .policy.

The prodominant line which guides working class struggles in Britain is
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a Hourgeois one. The dominant aspect.of these struggles is .

their spontaneous character,.which,. in. the absence of Marx1st-Len1nlst
leadership means that they.will take the form described by Lenin as
"Bourgeois working class politics". The main political tendencies active
within the working.class, and. which have some influence in class. struggles
are those of revisionism, social democtracy and Trotskyism. All these. -
tendencies are vgrieties of opportunism and mislead the working class.

Revisionism has robbed Marxism. of its class content. In the 1920's and
30's the young Communist Party. of Great Britain was a genuine Communist
Party which struggled to rally the vanguard.of the working class in the
fight against capitalism. Although, as M, McCreery has. pointed out, there
were shortcomings in its work, especially in the field of integrating
Marxist-Leninist theory. with.concrete conditioms, it was nevertheless in
the forefront of class battles and played a significant role.

In the post-war period however opportunist elements began to gain
control of the CPGB. As McCreery argued:

"The line of betrayal of working class interests, the argument that
it was posetble to transform social democracy, that it did not. need
to be exposed, emerged from the war years, from the complete 8 subord—
znatzon of the policy of the CPGB to the democratic anti-Fascist - o

(M.McCreery 'The Way Forward' p4. republished by Workers Bookelub

Glasgow) -

This tendency was strengthened and confirmed when the CPSU was captured
by bourgeois elements like Kruschev:after the death of Stalin. Today :
the CPGB holds up the fascist Soviet state as the 'land of socialism' and
internally. opposes struggle agalnst capxtallsm, preferrxng to-proceed along
the line of 'realisable demands' which are 'acceptable' to capltallsm.

It puts forward these counter—revolutionary policies under the guise of
Marxism and so spreads confusion in the ranks of the Worklng class. It

uses Marxism to spread bourgeois policies.

‘The ‘Labour: Party is-the.organized expression.of social democracy in
Britain. Again posing under the banner of socialism, it is in fact the
best party of the bourgeoisie.

"In power the Labour Party serves the interests of the monopoly . .
capitalist bourgeotsie and. launches Fierce attacks on behalf of the
bourgeoisie. In the course of these atiacke the Labour govermment
tries to hamstring the working class by posing as a genutine govern—
ment of the class, and by bringing pressure on all refbrmtsf trade
unton leaders to accept ite anti-working class pelictes.’

('Boldly Combat Social Democracy in the Struggle to Overthrow

Capitalism' Revolution -1 p24)

Trotskyism, whilst in words. it opposes these other tendencies, in
reality provides a 'left wing' excuse for them. It worships the spontane~
ity of the working class movement, but at the same time favours 'accept-
able' demands, to vote Labour, or to nationalise industry, and it refuses
to take a.class stand on the nature of Soviet social imperialism. '

All these tendencies are.forms of bourgeois ideology in the working
class movement. The proletarian party can only win over the .vanguard of
the working class in the course of smashing these opportunist :tendencies.

"One of the tndzspensable conditions for the preparation of the prol-
etartat fbr tts victory is the protracted, determtned and merczless
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struggle against opportuniem, .reformiem, .social chawviniam and the
influence of the bourgeots currents of thie kind, which are inevitable
as long as the proletariat acte in the conditions of capitaliem."
(Lenin 'The Constituent Assembly Elections and the Dictatorship of

the Proletariat") .

“

All these tendencies.are,road.ﬁlocks on.the road to.the revolutionary
Party of the working class.. This. is. why Communists.must.begin. to sweep away
the mountains of theoretical confusion produced by.such.organizations as &
the CPGB and the Labour Party,.by. integrating the universal truths of
Marxism-Leninism with. the.concrete practice of the British revolution.
Genuine proletarian policies will be the main weapon.in.this struggle.

As Lenin points.out, opportunism,. reformism. etc, are bourgeois currents,.
and ‘they are inevitable "as long as.the proletariat acts in the conditions
of capitalism". These. currents, although they wear.the. mask of 'Marxism'
or socialism in fact oppose socialism. and substitute bourgeois ideology in

its place.

THE UNIVERSAL TRUTHS.OF .MARXISM-LENINISM

Fop Maraiem-Leniniem is the thaory created by Marz, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin on the basie of practice, their general aonalusion drawn from
nistorteal and revolutionavy reality.'(Mao. 'Selected Readings' p212)

This quote stresses that Marxist-Leninist theory.is.the generalisation
of .the experience of the workers' movement. It is essential to grasp this
fact, and to combat.the view that the 'Quotations From Mao Tsetung' are
alright for the Chinese people but are.of little relavance to British
Communists, or that Lenin had a good grasp.of.the Russian situation, because
he created a 'Russian'.version of Marxism. The principal.aspect of the
writings of Marx,. Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao is not.their particular
national comtext,.but that they sum up.concisely the development of the
gcience of Marxism-Leninism and the experience of the. international workers'
movement. These writings contain universal truths, which are applicable

everywhere, at least during the present era.

Why is this so? Primarily this is because Marxism-Leninism rests on the
materialist dialectical outlook, The materialist dialectical world.outlook
maintains that changes in nature are primarily due to the development of :
internal contradictions, and that changes in society are due to the devel=-
opment of the contradictions in society. The moat important of -these is the
contradiction between the productive forces.and.the relations of production,
the contradictions between classes and the contradiction between the old :
and the new. It is. the development of these contradictions that pushesd
gsociety forward and provides the basis for the supersession of the old
society by the new. As Mao explains: !There te.nothing that does not ¢ ..c.
contain contradiotion; without contradiotion nothing would extiet.”
('Selected Readings' p92) Marx and Engels based their conclusions on the
analysis of the contradictions between the foxces and. relations of produc-

tion, and between labour and capital:

"I'n hie 'Capital' Mara firet analyses the eimplest, moat ordinary and
fundamental, moat common and . everyday -relation of bourgeote (commodity)
soetety, a velation ensountered billions of times, via, the exchange
of commodities. In this very etimple phenomenon (in thie 'oell' of
bourgeois soctety) analysie veveals all the eontradiotions (op the
ga;meidfoél«tha~adntradiationa#-af“EEEérn gootety. The aubsequent
expoéition ehowe ue the development (both growth and movement) of
these contradictions and of thié sootety in the summation of ite
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individual parts, from its beginning to its end.”
(Lenin quoted in Mao 'Selected Readings" p95)

Marx and Engels studied the contradictions specific to.capitalist .=
society. In so doing. they were.able to draw .general. concluszons which
reflected reallty, As they said in the 'Communist.Manifesto', the universal
truths of Marxism~Leninism, the 'general conclusions' are not invented

out of the heads of great men:

"The theoretical .conclusions of the Communists are in no way based
on ideas or principles that have been invented or discovered, by
this or that would be universal reformer.

They mereZy express, in general terms, actual relations sprzngzng
from an existing class struggle, from a historical movement going

on under our very eyes."
(*"Manifesto of the Communist Party' Peking edition p50)

The truths of Marxism-Leninism are universal because contradiction
exists in all things. But to: ensure that' knowledgerréflecdts redlity: those
univérsal truths must be integrated with the particular conditions. And,
as Marx and Engels said,. these.conditions are under our very eyes. The
general principles of Marxism-Leninism express actual relations springing

from an existing c¢lass struggle.

Thé international working class movement.provides mamy vivid examples
of the need 'to integrate the.universal.truths of Marxism-Leninism with
concrete conditions. Analysing the contradictions. of capitalism on.a
world scale Lenin was able to see .that imperialism intensified all the
contradictions of capitalism,.and. that it was.the highest stage, the stage

.of moribund and declining capitalism.

By: lntegratlng this with.the .concrete conditions of BRussia and learnlng
from the existing class.struggle of the.workers and peasants.against ' '
Tsarism, the Bolshevik Party put forward the strategy for proletarlan
revolution in Russia - the first socialist revolution in the world.

The Communist Party of China has pointed out:

"Stalin said, 'Leninism.is. Morxism. af the era of unperzalzsm and

‘the proletarian revolution.' This is entirely correct. Since Lenmin's
death the world. situation has undergone great.changes. But the era
hag not changed. The fundamental principles of Leninism are not out=
dated; they remain the thecretical basis guiding our thinking today."
('Documents of the Tenth Congress of the CPC' p2l)

Thtough grasping the laws of materialist dialectics.and learning from:
the éxisting class struggle, Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao summed- up
important stages of the class struggle bétween the proletafiat and”the
Eourge0151e and deepened and. extended Marxism-Leninism. This is why the
indifect experience of the international worklng class movement is of
major importance at this stage of the struggle im Britain.

INVESTIGATION OF CONCRETE CONDITIONS,.AND. INTEGRATION WITH.THE MASSES ARE
NECESSARY - IN. ORDER .TO. INTEGRATE : THEORY . WITH PRACTICE.

At ‘the present stage,:theory. is. przmary in.the. contradiction between
theory and practice,.and. indirect experience.is.primary.over direct. But
to say this does not mean.that.we will become good.Marxist-Leninists = >
through book learning alone. This would be.to fall again. into . the right
opportunist error of intellectualism..To combat:this we.must grasp why we
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etruggle againet.opportunism,.reformienm, social chauviniem and the
tnfluence of . the bourgeots curments.of this kind, which are inevitable
as long. as the proletariat acte in the conditions of capitaliem.”
(Lenin. 'The Constituent Assembly Elections and the Dictatorship of -

the Proletariat?)

All these tendencies:axehroadh&locks on. the. road to.the revolutionary .
Party of.the working class.. This.is why. Communists.must.begin.to sweep away
the mountains.of theoretical confusion produced.by.such.organizations as i
the CPGB and the.Labour.Party,.by. integrating the universal truths of
Marxism-Leniniem with. the.concrete praztice of.the British revolution.
Cenuine proletarian policies will be.the main. weapon. in.this struggle.

As Lenin points. out,.opportunism,. reformism. etc, are bourgeois currenta,,
and they are inevitable as long as.the. proletariat acts in the conditions
of capitalism". These.currents,.although they wear.the mask of 'Marxism'
or socialism in.fact oppose eocialism and substitute bourgeois ideology in

its place.’

THE . UNLVERSAL . TRUTHS. OF . MARXISM=LENINLISM -

Hror Mavetem-Leninien. ia the . theory. created by .Marz, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin on.the baaie of practice, their general ooncluston draun from
hietorioal and revolutionary reality.”(Mao. 'Selected Readings' p212)

This quote stresses that Marxist-Leninist theory.is. the generalisation
of .the experience of the. workers' moverment. It is essential. to grasp this
fact, and to combat.the.view that. the 'Quotations From Maoc Tsetung' are
alright for the.Chinese people.but. are.of little relevance to British:
Communists, or that Lenin had a good grasp of the Russian situation, because.
he created a 'Russian' version of Marxism. .The principal.aspect of the
writings of Marx, Engels,.Lenin, Stalin and Mao-is not.thelr particular
national context,.but that they.sum up.concisely the development of the
science of Marxism-Leninism and the experience. of the. international workers'
movement. These. writings contain universal truths, which are applicable

everyvhere, at least during the present era.

Why is this so? Primarily. this. is because Marxism-Leninism rests on the
materialist dialectical outlook. The materialist dialectical world outlook
maintaine that .changes in nature.are primarily due to the development ‘of .
internal contradictions, and that changes in asociety are due to the devel-
opment of the sontradictions in socisaty. The moat important ofuthess is-the
contradiction between. the productive forces and.the relations of produgtion,
the contradictions between classes and. tha.contradiction between the old =
and .the new. It is.the development of these contradictions that pushes
society forward and provides. the.basis for the supersession of the old
society by. the new: As Mao explains: "There t8.nothing that dose not c...c.
contain contwadiotion; without contradiotion nothing would ewist."
('Selected ‘Readings! p92) Marx and Engels based thelr conclusions on the
analysis of . the contradictions. between the forces.and.relations of produc=

tion, and between labour and capital:

"In hie 'Capital' Marx firet analyses.the eimplest, moet ordinary and
Fundamental, moet aommon and.everyday .relation of bourgeoie (commodity)
soctety, a velation enoountered.btlltone of times, via. the exohange
of aommoditise. In thie very eimple phenomenon (in this 'oell' of
bourgeote sooctety) analysis reveals all the oontradiotione (or the .
germe; of  all the-oontradiotions)-of modern sootety. The subsequent
exposition showe ue the development (both gvowth.and movement) of
theee aontradiotions and of thié sootely in the swmmation of ite:
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struggle to integrate the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism with concrete
conditions. o

This underlines the .point.that the great. Marxist-Leninist leaders were not
just 'brilliant theoreticians'. They integrated with the working class and
they learned from. them,..To.give just one example, it was the heroic struggle
of the French proletariat during.the.Paris Commune:of.1870.which taught Marx
the: key lesson. that. the working.class could not:simply.lay hold.of the bour-
geois state, but must smash.this -state and build.a.new,-proletarian one.

This truth has been a key line of demarcation.between genuine Marxist-Leninists
and revisionists and. opportunists.ever since. And it was a lessom first taught

by the working class themselves.

Failure to take a-bold working class stand,. and.to learn.from the masses
wheri solving problems will mean. that there will be no criteria.for distingui-

shing correct from incorrect ideas:-

"The masses are.the real heroes, while. we. ourselves are often childish
and ignorant, and without this underetanding.it ie impogstble to_acquire
even -the most rudimentary knowledge.” ('Quotations', pll8., Ewmphasis

added)

Solving a.problem through.investigation depends on:the mass line. This is
another aspect of. the struggle to integrate.the universal truths of Marxism-
Leninism with the concrete.conditions. The process. of investigation lays- the
basis .for proletarian policies which give direction.to the struggle against
the bourgeoisie. This also depends on.combining. the indirect experience of
the international workers movement.with. the experience.of the masses at &
particular stage.of. struggle...It is necessary.to learn. from the masses, to
concentrate thelr experience,.to. sum it up in. the.light of Marxist theory.

If this is done well, then the masses.will come forward and embrace correct

ideag:~

"Twenty four years. of expertence tell. us. that the right task, policy
and style of work invariobly. conform with the demands of the masses at
a given time and place and invariably.strengthen.our ties with the
masaes; and the wyong.task, .policy. and etyle of work iwariably disagree
with the demands. of the masees at a given time and place and tnvariably
alienate us from the masses.” ('Quotations', pl23)

THE CORRECT LINE EMERGES. THROUGH STRUGGLE

Another aspect ‘of integrating the. truths of Marxism-Leninism with the
concrete conditions is that of. the struggle: between correct ideas and incorrect
ideas. Two-line struggle inside Communist Parties reflects class struggle
within society. Even.when some Marxist-Leninist principles.have been grasped,
and progress has been made in investigation.and. integration with.the working
class, the correct line and policy for. a given.situation. will not emerge for
all to see, with the label 'corxrect line' stamped.on it.  Again. the history
of the international workers' movement ghows this:to be.true. A recent.
article in 'Peking Review' pointed out:-

"The entire higtory. of the.international.communist movement 18 in faot
a higtory of the struggle. between Mavxiem: on.the one hand and opportu-
ntsm and revieioniem on the other, a history of the struggle between
the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary Lline and opportuniet and revision=

- £et lines of all descriptions. Truth develops in the course of struggle
with the false.” ('Peking Review', no.43 1976, pl8)
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The struggles of Marx and Engels. agalnst opportunist trends and the
struggles of Lenin against the revisionism of the Second International
produced great lessons for the working class movement which we study and
apply today - especlally in the. struggle for.a proletarian line against
modern revisionism and social democracy.. .Correct ideas emerge in the
course of struggle against incorrect ideas, both inside .and outside the

Party.

Investlgatlon, lntegratlon with.the masses,.learning from the masses and
struggle against incorrect ideas -.all these are aspects of. 1ntegrat1ng the
universal truths of Marxism-Leéeninism with the concrete practice of the :
British revolution. Through study.and" hard struggle revolutionary Commu-
nists can master these aspects and carry forward the struggle for a correct
line. When we have begun to master. these we will be. putting forward ideas
that reflect the concrete situation.. In the words of the 'Communist
Manifesto' our conclusions will "express...actual relations springing from

an existing clase struggle.”

When we have mastered this, and begun to.test.our ideas in practice, the
masses, at first. the. advanced elements, will come forward and embrace them.
This is why we struggle for correct. ideas... Revolutionary Communists strug-
gle for policies, not for self-cultivation, but-to give direction in the.
struggle of the working class to smash the bourgeoisie.. It is only when
correct ideas are grasped by the masses that they can become a material
force capable of organising the working class into a united and invincible

force.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

PUBLICATIONS OF THE CFB(M-L) advance the struggle for the principal task
of building the Marxist-Leninist party in Britain.

REVOLUTION. The theoretical journal of the National Committee of the CFB(M-L).
I year - £1.50 2 years - £3.00 3 years £4.00

CLASS STRUGGLE. Newspaper of the National Committee of the CFB(M-L).
working class itself must come forward, lead the people and overthrow the
capitalist class by force. "Class Struggle" is being published to help the
working class rally its forces and build a truly revolutionary Communist

Party, the vanguard of the working class.
} year - £1.60

GHINESE AND ALBANIAN BOOKS AND PERIODICALS give a lead in applying
Marxism-Leninism to the present struggle against imperialism and social-
imperialism, and for the building of socialism through the dictatorship of

the proletariat.

PEKING REVIEW is a political weekly on Chinese and World affairs.
£1.80 per year. £2.70 for 2 years.

CHINA PICTORIAL. Large format monthly with fine pictures and short articles

on China's achievements in all fields.
£1.50 per year. £2.25 for 2 years.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS is an illustrated monthly of general coverage on the

building of socialism in China.
£1.20 per year. £1.80 for 2 years.

ALBANIA TODAY is a bi-monthly political review. Detailed analysis of the
achievements and problems of construction of socialism in Albania.
£1.50 per year.

also

VIEINAM is a monthly review of the Vietnamese struggle for socialism and

against the remmants of US imperialism.
£1.50 per year.

VIETNAM COURIER is a monthly paper of political analysis of events in

Vietnam and South East Asia.
£0.80 per year.

ORDER FORM (cheques payable to NEW ERA BOOKS)
I wish to subscribe to: (list periodicals and duration of subscription)

I enclose payment O0f....ocevvncncinionnas

NAME
ADDRESS

Mail Order from NEW ERA
Mail Orders welcomed and promptly attended to:.send l0p for further details
and catalogue

.
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New Era|
Books

A PROPAGANDA WE}\PON IN THE STRUGGLE FOR THE MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST PARTY.

REVOLUTIONARY THEORY - "% thout revolutionary theory there: can be no
revolutionary movement." (Lenin.)

NEW ERA BOOKS stocks and distributes MARXIST-LENINIST CLASSICS, the works

of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and Mao Tse-tung. The ideology of the class
conscious workers is Marxism-Lenini sm-Mao Tse-tung thought, and the princfhal
aspect of party building in Britain today is to build theory from the
historical experience of the international Communift movement,

CHINESE AND ALBANIAN BOOKS AND PERIODICALS give a lead in applying Marxism-
Leninism to the present struggle against imperialism and social imperialism,
and for' the building of socialism through the dictatorship of the proletaridt.

PUBLICATIONS OF THE CFB(M~L) AND OTHER MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANIRATIONS IN
BRITAIN advence the struggle for the principal task of building the Marxist-

Leninist party in Britain.

PUBLICATIONS OF MARXIST-LENINIST ORGANISATIQNS IN OTHER COUNTRIES are an
important source of revolutionary theory, for Ttheory is the experience of
g clasa movement in all cowntries taken in its general aspeat, "

the workin
(Stalin.)

PROGRESSIVE LITERATURE New Era Books stocks ANTI~IMPERIALIST BOOKS ,
PAMPHLETS AND JOU™WALS, which publicise the great achlevements of countries
fighting fo. independence, nations fighting for liberation and people fight—
ing for revolutiom throughout the world. They expose and condemm the vicious
nature of imperialism and social-imperialism.

Literature on the struggles of the working class against exploitation,
racism and for women's emancipation, and progressive novels, document the
class struggle in Britain and abroad.

New Era Books also stocks handicrafts, posters and artwork from the socialist
countries which emphasise and publicise the achievements of socialism in a.
concrete way.

NEW ERA BOOKS Nearest Tube - FINSBURY PARK.
203 SEVEN SISTERS ROAD Opening hours 10 - 6pm.
LONDON N4, Monday - Saturday.

Tel. 01-272-5894, Late Night Thursday till 7..30pm.
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CLASS STRUGGLE

Today the two superpowers, Soviat Socml Imperiallam and United States
imperialism threaten the peoples of the whole world. "The two super~
poweis speak 'detente' and prepare for war. :

British mper:.alum, wounded and limping, still throws.its weight
. .around, tries to oppress and exploit coumtries like Ireland, the Arab
countries, Southern Africa, and Iceland, At home it steps wp 1t;aiattacks

' on the working class with massive job cuts, pay cuts, and cuts in

 essential services, in a desperate attempt to resolve the crisis of
decaying capitalism.

There is only one answer to these problem. The working class itself
must coma forward, lead the peopla im opposition to the guperpowara,‘ymd
overthrow the British imperialist ruling class by force.

‘The wcrking clau must speak out loud and clear, It must speak out
in it own voice, the voice of no other class. It must speak out
strongly to- rallyits forces and build a truly revolutionary Communist

Party, the vanguard of the Work:l.ng class.,

- 'Class Struggle' is being published to help the working cless rally its
forces’ and builld that revolutionary Communist Party, .It is the organ
of the Nation;’:l Committes of the Conununiat; Fedardtion of Britain

(Marxh t-lenifniat).

. 'Class Strfﬁgglo' is primayily a propagandist paper simed at the class-
conscious vanguard, Its main aspect 1s to present 'many ideas to the
few', to wit ovar tha advanced workers t;o Marxigo-Leninism, |

... The . cnn';ral task -of building the . revolut:ionary Commwnist Pnrcy guldes
every. .aspact. of the papet. In the task of rallying the working class.
‘vanguard to build the Party, it sarves the centril mass work task:
building Communist bases in the- indus:rigl! working class, .

1
1

It ghows how the working class and progrﬂgssive ferqes fight back
ﬂzlinst opprcasion and exploitation. 'Class Struggle' upholds. Comrade
a0 %se Tung's profound analysis of the prcaent era;

COUNTRIES WANT INDEPENQENCE'
NATIONS WANT LIBERATION'
i . PEQPLE WANT REVOLUTION,

k)

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO 'CLASS STRUGGLE' ARE AVAILABLE FROM NEW ERA BOOKS
£1.60p 2 year.



