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"A communis t should have l arg e ness of mind 
· a nd he s h o u'l d be ~taunch and ·active, looking 
upon the inte r es ts of the r evolution as his 

,very li f e and s ubo r~i nating hi s personal in­
teres t s t o · those of the revo lution; always 
and e verywhere he should adhere to prin­

.eipl e · and wage a tireless struggle against ~--· 
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a ll i ncor rec_t ideas· and actions so as to consolidate 
the c o llec t i .ve li f e of the Party and· strengthen the 
t i es between the Party and the ma sses ; h e s hould b e 
more concer ne d about the Pa rty and the masses than 
about: any individual and more concerne d about othe r s 
then about himself Only thus can he be consiqere :::1 

a Communist. " · Mao Tsetung ·' 

August 28,1976 . · 

:"WE WILL, NOT 
The struggle of the Tempis and· Kateiho n and Phos-

RIDE!'' 
Azani an people reache d a new l ooru s which are _northeast of 
p hase during the month of Joh annesburg . 
Aug us t : The protests and 
d emonstrat i ons tha t began on 
June 1 6, when the crimin al 
South African reg i me a ttemp­
ted t o i mpose a l aw making 
Afrikaans a mandatory l a ng ­
uage i n Black s ~h ool s , has 
developed int o wide spre au 
and sust a i ne d na t ional a n d 
industri a l un r e st . 

On August 1 2, the demon- · 
strations spr ead ·to Cape ­
town, 800 mile s southwest 
o f J o~anne sbur g whe r e gover n ­
me n t b u i lding s we r e burne d 
a n d workers we r e urge d no t 
to go "to work. Ma rchei;:s _ also 
went . intq neighboring town-

- ships of Langa , Gugole tu a nd 
Nyanga where the f a scist p o ­
lice agai n fi r e d i nto t h e 
crowd" The police h a v e 
mur de r e d over 250 p eople in 
South Af ~j,ca since J une 1 6 . 

Soweto, the black suburb · 
of Johannesburg, call-
i ng for a _three day na t;_ J 

iona l s t rike- a mong indus-<-­
rial workers·o Thi s boycott 
prepa_red , throughou t the mon t h 
wa s a huge· suc c e ss . I t s · 
s~ogan was " Azi kle lwa"; "we 
wi·11 not ride" . More than 
20 o f the 98 morning trains to 
Joh<;1nnes burg were cancelle d 

- and most of those that did 
run we r e ne arly empty. Con­
s truc tio n site s i n J ohannes­
bur g were s h ut down -and 
whites in the _city were for­
e.e a to do menial labor us­
·Ually. imposed on Blacks. 
One· pers o n said: ''I ' d be 
s u r pri s ed i f mos t of the t e n~ 
ant s h e re k new how to mop 
.t hei r own f l oor s ." 

Soweto, whe r e the·s e demon­
strations b egan , is the l ar­
gest s egregate d t ownship in 
South Africaa It i s tbe 

who want to visit Soweto 
also must have pas s e s and a 
good reason for going . 

The Soweto township, which 
is 35 square miles wide , is 
loca ted only a · few miles 
from the first gold mines 
worked over 90 years ago in 
South Africa . It is practi­
call y u nnoticeable in the 
dist ance from the t a llest 
point in Johannesburg ))ecause 
of the smoke that come~ from 
the coal and wood :burning 
stoves in the houses a, The 
smoke lasts from li'ite afte_r­
noon to mid-morning of t he 
next day, causing t h r oats t o 
itch and ch oke and eyes to · 
run . The cit y consists e n-. 

- tirely o f crampe d bungalows 
and dusty unpaved stree ts. 

These miserable houses, 

h ome of ,nea ... __.:~· .:..a· ··· -i-·on ....:... ... - --=---'--'-
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Throughout t he month the r e 
has been a growing c ampai g n · 
t o i mpo s_e an indus t r ial boy­
c ott that would cripple the 
South Afr ican e conomy" On 
August 4, students attempted 
to- b r eak through a b a r ricade 
barring them from Johannes-· 
bur g where they p lanned to 
p r o test the arrests · o f st11-
dents from the rioting sev­
en weeks ago . Whe n the d em­
ons t rati on stopped worke rs 
from gping t o wqrk i n t h e 
city, the police b egan s hoo­
ting ~nto t h .!? crowd, and 
-"<ltt><:C> tJ..ng Jj_; k~ . .L wt thi s -
~ rb-aril.:y , '""wh-ich 'kill.ed 
three , d id not stop the p r o­
tes t . Ins t ead t h e c rowd at­
tack ed ;;i.nd burned two ., police 
station s a nd set several go­
v e r nment buildings on fire . 
0n August 6 , a du l t s a nd wor­
kers f rom the c ommunity mar­
ched to the police stati on 
5000 strong " Again the fas- · 
cist troops fired into the 
c rowd. The ,demonstrations 
spread t o the Jabulani area 
where 20 ,000 marched , a nd 
also to thetownships o f 

On August 19, marchers 
attacke d f our factory bui ld­
ings with fi r e a nd rocks in 
the c oastal c i ty o f Port Eli­
z abeth , 560 miles s outh o f 
Johann.e ,sburg . Th j.s wa s · the 
first incident of i ts kind 
since the protest began , for 
only government bui·ldings up · 
to -that point had b e e n attac­
ked . A.lpng w.ith 1'\'9·:i::2;:er ab- . 
seritee1:.sm , a- riurn:"6:8r t.t r·- i:dn":"' 

. players began ·t o · cor.ipTa:m · 
tha t they were -un de r a rei g n 
o f "industrial terror." The y 

·have -the nerve to talk of i n-

pe:.:-;pf,~· , ,'fltf'·' travel eEc..b ,:.day t 
- .wi.a::.k.,i;;.JJ--..;t ti~ home , f actorie::s~ - -~w•a• ~N:r;•-~, • b..Jui;,,itl.. liililii*i..~.liiii.;..ow-,-c.....:r:5;..r..i·ct~~>-~~ ~--:~------

a nd mineF3 0 £ Joh annesburgu 15% :ldVe /·inside baths / 

dustri al terror who imp ose 
it with a kni f e day a fter day 
in serf-like c ondi t ions! The 
·demons tr a t d.ons continued, 
spreading to workers in New 
Brighton, a nearby suburb" 

For August 23 pamphlets 
were distributed throughout 

Black s ll}Ust have passes .to o :r_ §even -peop-le -H .ve- i n a n - -
wor k in the c i ty and only average home .of four r ooms. 
120,000 are a llowed to live And there a·re no shopping 
there -- all in servant areas i n Sowe to. A govern-
qtiar t e rs attached to white ment r ule p e rmits no stores 
home s . Even these qua rters other . than those that sell 
are t o be abolish ed and Black ·food -and kitche n r equiremen t s . 
workers doing domestic work For all other commodi tie s; 
will have to move to ba~racks residents have to go t o Johan-
like · hostels in the black . nesburg O The s itua tion is 
suburbs under a, government cru_cial now·, be~au se the 
campaign to make the ··city 
"white b y n ight" . Whites Continued on page 4 

THE'WING" : 'STUCK IN A HOLE' 
tr:=_bui: .;.c n of fun<:! t: i ons, n ot 
onl y b y :5 i.str .icts, bu t t .h r:ous-h 

· ~tacles- t:ci>part y . spe c i rtl i.<: a .U .or o:n 3. to"ln-wi ci.e 
our movement is t he p_er . s~ale. • •• the same thing ap-

as a ll roads l ead to Rome." 
WHAT IS TO BE DONE pp206-7. 

twi,th the . pom:tades ·in PRRWf> , · 
-~~ tlle un~ y-~ -have on ~-~ 

. of _ th<;1, bas-ie ~ ations. . 

tence o-f the local c i rcle ~l ies t o t he co-ordination of 
spirit in oqr 'i9nks • . Thrs ~ ac t i v i ties o f a numbe r o f 

· concer.n-iiq~~ -def• ~ --0~ or­
t~r ~ in-isrn , and 

I n struggling t o guide our pa!ty bµi 1alng'!' Bu t this 
o rganization b a sed on· the tend e ncy o f local circle s ocial d emocratic tendency ts towns , s i nce even a s p e c i fic 

a product o f t h e his tory o f · our l ocality wi ll be a nd, in the 
movement, i t s cla s s ·c omposition,history o f our Social Demo­
and the powerful influe nce of era tic, movement,~ as · prov~d 

princip les advanced by Lenin, spirit within o u r movement 
particularly In ONE STEP FOR- weiahs us down and denie s us 
WARD, · TWO STEP~LDCK, have· '_' ~ he- revo lutionary sweep and 

economism and the worship o f to ·b e, far t oo~ ·nar row a f ield; 
t he s p o n t aneous movement , a nd •• • What we requi r e foremost 
o~r failure to rigorously ap- a nd impe rative l y is to bro a ~-

had "to wage, -ua:·continue to pract i c a lness that we must 
~age a sharp st~uggle against have t o win the vanguar d of 

"'>the spi rit- <&£: tlle circle-.., >~ - the mighty proletari at i n 
spir.:i,.t (rli~~l:ism, feazf- · this country to communism an d ply the ortho dox s cience of en the fi e ld, . e s tablish real 

Marxism-Lenin ism. I n Lenin ' s contacts be tween the townson 
writings from the I s kra perl od the basis of regular, c ommon 
Lenin emphasized how fragmen- wDrk; for fragmentation 
tat ion h inders our work. Lis- weighs down on the peopl e and 

0£ c~nt ralized · leadership, ~ to join with u s i n f o r ging a 
9isf.eg~rd for, di~cipline, .@9,d Bols hevik party. As this 
the failux,:e,. t o strt,1ggle to~ kind of t rend ·.develops , it 

- unity in buildi~g M-L or g~ni- serve s t o blunt and dis rupt 
zation and the Party. · the sharp_ a nd protracted ten to what he says....,inWHAT they are ' stuck in a hole's . a 

IS TO BE DONE: r __ not knowing what is happe ning 

"All wi t hout exception now 
talk o f the importance of uni­
ty, . of the necessity for gath­
ering and organizing ';but 
in the I!\,ajority of cases what 
is lacking is a definite idea 
o f wher~ to begin and how to 
bri~g about· this unity. 
Probably all will agree that 
i f we '. u n ite', s a y, t h e d is­
t r ic t circles in a given town , 
it will be necessary t o have 
f or this · p urpc se c ommon i nsti­
tution s • • ~genuinel y c ommon 
wo r k , e xchange o f material , 
e xpe rie nce , a nd forc e s , dis-

in the world, from whom to 9rle of th&', most consoli-
learn, . or how to acquire ex- ·c ·c1,ted ~ression of this ten-
perience and sat isfy the ir · dency ·in -our movement is the 
desire to e ngage in broad ac-1 ·Revolutionary Wing o ,Lenin 
tivities. I continue to in- "-. says our backwardness is one 
sist t h a'..: we can start estab- thing if we recognize it and 
lishing real ~ontac ts only struggle consciously to over-
with the a id of a common news- come it, wher e it is quite a-

1 

paper, as the only regular, nether thing to j ustify and 
all Russia ent erpr ise, one perpetuate it as does the 

.which wi ll summarize the r e - Wing o I t is this t e nde ncy 
s ults of t h e most diverse and i t s various aspe cts t h at 
forms of activity a nd yhereby we will take up in this pole­
stimulate people t o march fo- mic " nefore we go a n y fur~ 
ward untiringly a long all the ther let us poi·n t out that we 
innume rable p aths leading t o do not discount the common 
revo l ution , in t he s ame way history _of struggle we s h are 

struggle we mus t wage against 
r ight opportunism in all its 
forms, in the course of for­
ging a genuine vangu ard par­
ty,o Like any form of oppor ­
tunism, it serves the bour­
geoisie within our ranks. 
This ideology must be sound­
ly defeate d and purged from _ 
out mids t as we win hone s t 
comrades who a re temp o rarily 
confused t o the side of Mar­
xism-Lenin i sm. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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Homelands: Basis Of Racist Policy 
The development of home­

lands or Bantustans or res­
ervations for Blacks in 
South Africa is nothing else 
but a vehicle to facil i tate ' 
the racist fascist plot known 
as apartheid or so-called 
separate development. Al­
though the plan was initial­
ly formulated with the pas­
sing of the Land Act of 1913, 
setting up a number o f scat­
tered "black spots" or "na­
tive reserves" to facilitate 
the racial seg+egation acts: 
it was not until tpe racist 
Vervoerd and later Vaster 
regimes took over that this 
sordid plot was implemented 
to its fullest capacityo 
The Bantu Self-government 
Act of 1959 promulgated es­
tablishme nt of these home­
lands o In 1963 the Transkei 
was t'he first reservation 
to be proclaimed. 

The homelands combined 
come to 13% of the land and 
this is supposed to accomo­
date over 80% of the popu­
lationo These homelands are 
a cornerstone of ~he brutal 
policy of apartheid and 
should be exposed-as such. In 
October of this year the 
first of these homelands is 
due for its so-called "inde­
pendence" - hence we need to 
study this question and ex­
pose t~em for what they rea­
lly are. 

Widows have been allowed to 
remain as domestic serv ants 
in the citie s provided the y 
send their children to the 
homelands: teenage rs have 
been sent to the homelands 
because of so-called juven­
ile delinque ncy crimes: and 
older people and handicappe d 
people have been sent to the 
homelands because they could 
not work and thus were of no 
use to the capitalistso 

Workers from the home lands 
are subject to the migratory 
labor contract laws o Since 
the homelands are not equip­
ped to handle the employ­
ment of all their people, 
workers have to seek work 
outside . They have to -go 
to the recruitment offices 
where they sign in for nine , 
twelve , or so month contracts 
to sell their labor to South 
African firms " Some of these 
contracts can be extended 
depending on the employer. 

f e uds betwe en the hostel 
dwe llers and the rest of the 
residents. Whe n these bat­
tles occur the police never 
show up until some~ne dies. 

The police often make 
raids at the hoste ls and ar­
rest all females for being 
there and fine them $10 000 
to $20.00. ·They al s o ~heck 
o n the pass books of every 
one and fine ' them for eve ry 
offence they can fin d on the 
book. Sometimes the females 
arrested i n the hostels are 
the reals wive s and daugh­
ters of the men . The police 
do not care since they get 
a kickback out of the hun­
dre ds of dollars the y make 
for their departments for 
each load of women they 
turn in, and the possibi.li-
ty for promotion. ·· , 

not meet the r e quirements of 
a countr y. - If any of the s e 
groups accepte d its member­
ship, they would b e recog­
nizing the aparthe id system 
the product of which the 
Transke i is. 

During the Sou th African 
interfe r e nce on Angola the 
chief ministe r of the Tran­
skei toge ther with others 
from the other rese rvations 
·supported the South African 
presence the re n They incor-· 
rectly said that South Africa 
was fighting a war ag~inst 
communism in Angola which if 
encour aged would thre ate n 
democracy a nd p eac e in South 
Africa. 

"In one of his ·speeches a-· 
bout prepara tidns for the 

Another interesting common_ "independence" ·tne ch1ef min ­
factor is that in all the home- ister reve a'l -'ed theft lie' ·was 
lands many official posts ·are getting a strong Transkei ar-
appointed by the gove rnme nt , . my ready. The primary role 
which ,picks person s they can of this army he said would 

In South Af+ica, these count on to perpetuate the be to prote ct South Africa 
workers are trea~ed as aliens 0 apartheid system. As for the from any fore ign invasion 
They have to . live in single kings , chiefheadsmen , e tc. , from communist or from t e r~ 
mens' compounds, they a~e the y are directly or i ndirect- rorists (liberation move- , 
not allowed to rent houses ly c onnected with royal blood ments) o Here again we can 
and liv~ with their families in the tribe s and are an aristo- clearly see whose i n terests 
in South Africa: they have cratic elite that do not repre- the homeland is s e rving o Now 
no r~ght or say pertaining to sent the people. They see south Africa is goi ng to have 
their own live s 0 They can be th_ems E?l ves as being above the a convenient r e s e rve army. 
deported back to ~he home - people . a n d ofte n pre a ch monarch-
lands at the whim.of the ial s e rvility and stress trib-
white South Africans. They alism. The government tries 

Recently the chief minis­
ter calle d for the release 

can only be with their to use them as puppets for the 
It should come as no sur- families under the following oppression and suppression of 

prise that Vorster should conditions: their own people • . But in · 

to the Transkei of all Xosa 
politic al prisorie rs ·and spe­
cifically ' .. 'Manae la ' 'irr Robben 
Island. ' Tnere arEJ ·presently 
hundreds of political pri­
soners in Robben . Island and 
in othe r South African pri­
sons . Hundre ds of these 
prisoners are not Xosas: non e 
of them are there for a Xosa 
cause but for the indepen­
dence of the oppressed p e o -

encourage the idea of these -~ 1. If the wife or child rece nt weeks e ven a majority 
"concentration camps" for is suffering from an ail- o f t hes e leaders. have spoke n 
during the second world war ment which cannot be cured out to d enounce t h e system 
he was jailed for being a in the homelands and they of apartheid. In a joint state-
member of a Nazi group known are given short term per- ment , they call for an end to 
as the "Broederbond" meaning mission which they h ave to discriminatory l egislation , an 
the "brotherhood". His fas- extend periodi cally (man- end to the detention of bla ck 
cist apartheid policy fur- thly, quarterly, e tc o) l e aders without trial, an end 
ther _supports the evidence L When the husband to control ·of movement and 
above 0 - Th~ e- are-· some com- wants to add a member to . . f th t 

his fami l y o As SOOfr g..£ the a recogn i tion o e p e rmanen -
man characteristics ertain- . - ,,. ~ f;.'l/, stat us of black people e ve ry-

~ - .,..-"!~~- ~-~.a,!ir'~ll!!!-lli!!ll.,..""'lllll~Mi1!s::- "ful1.!2=_.wlte·""g e"i:;s pre~ -~t sh-,b a il to _ l;l;l'he~ the -country, inclqd-
homelands are fouuU ;?n t-n~' go back to the homelan~s' . i ng the u rban areas. With the 

-ples of South Africa o Again 
we see the chief ,minister 
peddling a divis i ve · tri'bal 
routine. Ma ndela is married 
to the daughte r of one of less fertil-e areas with ·, unless the re a r e some s eri ous t. f th h . f f 

· · 1 1 · ,- T.h it li' ts exce p ion o e c ie s o 
little or no known mi n e ra .comp ication s. e cap a 8 ,,Bophuthatswana and Transkei , 
resources. None of them have make sure that workers pro- th stated the had "no 

h .,_ duce future workers and . ey . Y . enoug financial resources ~0 
1
- f them intention whatsoever of opting 

explore or exploit _their po- s aves or • f h 11 d · d d 11 · 

tential. The areas are the 3. Provided when his or t e so-ca e _in 7P7n e nce 
fanu..ly i·s i· n south Afri·ca, or_to abandon _their_citizen- _ least developed industrially f h h 

and agriculturally. the man can rent a room from ship or orfeit t eir s are in 
a resident South African and an.economy black peopl7 have 

Most of thetn 1are located also maintain his hostel room b~ilt. They called this a 
in the interior away from the to which he has to -return as time fo~ blac~ ~e~ple to ove+-
coast and large cities. The soon as his family returns come tr~bal divis~ons a nd 

f . h · to the home·lands. speak with one voice o. Transkei has been ig ting 
relentlessly to have a port 
added to their territoryo It 
has been a struggle even 

though the port they were 
claipting is merely a resort 
port rather than a port of 
entry and industry. Thus 
the homelands ·fully depend 
on South African ports and 
cities for import/export 
activities. 

None these homelands can 
adequately support or even 
accomodate the bulk of their 
populations so they again 
rely on South African indus­
try to exploit the labor of 
their populationso In other-
words the homelands are 
spawning grounds for a const­
ant underpaid labor force for 
the South African capital­
ists o They are also dumping 
g r ounds tq dispose of those 
who can :rio_ l .onger w<;>rk o 

SUBSCRIBE 

Workers from the homelands 
get the worst j o b s and are 
the least paido They get the 
jobs which even the black 
South Africans avoid. Due to 
the .desparate and backward 
conditions of their h omelands 
they are mostly less educa­
ted and less developed po­
litically and are therefore 
used as scabs in many in-­
stances. There is there• 
fore a gap created between 
them arid the Black and White 
South A1!'-i.can___w.orkerso 1:n . 
fact even in the community 
their hostels of compounds 
ace built at the e dge of the 
location so that they ' don 't 
really regard themselves as 
pa+t of the community and i t 
is not infrequent for there 
to be violent fights which 
sometimes lead to g _anglike 

TO 

-- THE COMMUNIST 
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Send t o: 
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Chicago, Ill.· 60690 
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The -WC (M- L) can also 
be contacted at : 
WnC. (M-L) 
POB 11713 
L.A., Ca. 90011 

INDEPENDENCE OF THE FIRST 
HOMELAND ' 

In October 26, 1976, the 
Transkei which is the oldest 
homeland (l2 years) is sup­
posed to be obtaining its 
"independence" from South Af­
rica . C hief Matanzima, the 
chief minister of this home­
land has been issuing public 
statements which furthe r ex­
pose these reservations for 
what they areo He has an­
nounced his intentions to . 
seek members hip both ih the 
OAU and in the UN o He c.:)..aims 
that his territory repre sents 
the Xosa tribe which is not · 
true, the majority of the 
Xosas are, in the Ceske i (ano­
ther home land) and in the 
rest of South Africa o The 
Tr a n s k ei is a dumping ground; 
it is more of a camp than a 
country b ~ itself . It does 

the 1nfl.uent1al and well to 
do families in the Transkei. 
His name also always strikes 
an emotional note to the 
whole of South Africa as he is 
one of the leaders of one of 
the banned liberation groups. 
Also eve rybody has an emo­
tional attachmen:t ,--,fio -,people 
who ,are poli.t.-_jqa,l ,prisoJA-ers 
esp~ci,all_y- for. sthqs~ wh0 are 
in the island. , ,. , 

These politcal prisoners 
if released would have to 
take Transkei citizenship 

would be · 

, Ef they Were a-
t""tne apartheid system, 

product of which is the 
homelands ~ Therefore by ac­
cepting Matan.zima' s proposal 
they would be denouncing the 
very same pr±nciples they had 
·gone to jai-1 for,o In the 
homelands they would have 
to obey everythingthe chief 
minis:t;ers' gc;,ve rbment re­
quires of them -which would 
be what the South African 
government commands. They 
would i n fact remain prison­
ers for the y would b e unde r 
the direct s c r u t iny of t he 
home lan d governme nt an d 
at - the me r cy of the south 
Af r ican gov e rnment , whenever 
it f e l t like pouncing on 
them. The counter revolu­
tionary · nature of this pro­
posal is too evident . 

The homelands system is 
the epitomy of apartheid 
and an active boycott of it 
and pol i t i c al Bxposur es wi l l . 
serve -as a blow to-",-i:he ' ho·r - . 
rendous ap artheid ' system a nd 
to its•· inventors-!' ah d the ir 
lackeys ;, ~ :- . 

Submit t ed b; ·a 2o rre spondent. 
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WING cont .. from p .. 1 BELITTLING THE STRUGGLE FOR 
·DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS 

'J'F E" :" P 11 T" L? ."?·~" ;'('Y.-- f' l' f 'TV 
'!'"t:r.: 
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gchuine party based on a 
revolutionary programo It _ 
is the responsibility o ~ 
Marxist Leninists to. advance, In belittling the s t rug-

i ht for and unite around a - gle for d_emocratic rights, T~e cl P.R r e st anc rno~t i~­
~rrtar.t exa~r. le of the t ipr 
br winr to an~ nernetuatino 

plan to gather the forces - the wing has further exposed 
and resources of our movement its tendencv to i-,01,-. to tJie 

tre bach·ard asnects cf cur 
rr.cve!'!'ent is its · f a ilurP. to 
hit ""'0ac on" the frc'.cl"entec~ 
character of our wcve ~ent. I n 
'' :!"c'! rtv Pu i l d in0 in the Peat 

an in a step Y stepwa b ack\··ard asoects of our :rrove-
1:'r~o;;r:gfe";;t;-h~e~m:;:i:;nft=:o~ o;;:n2';e~ c~e~n~t~r~a:!:l=--=-- ._.!!rn~-e1n~t~ a~- s we 11 as demons tr at i na 
ized vanguard partx 0 Des- the danaers of failincr tc · 
pite all its phrasemongering transcend their spirit of 
on bolshevizing, the Wing . local autonomy, isolation, 

o f Cla~s ~trua~le" r.4i thev 
l'.'oint to tr.P. ~robler-1, s{-e~ki;c­
c f " 0ur condi tions-tha t is,the 
f~agmentation of groups, col­
lectives, etc .. --provide a 
basis for factionalism, small 
groupism to develop within 
the party, which will provide 

advances their "plan" which · · · a · emp1r1c7sm an su~jectivftv. 
serves to perpetuate the • In lookinCJ at their , motion 
backward primitive character we can ~e h 1 ft f _ .-. e O'v' a e .orw. 

. of_ our movement " can emeroe out of a b as i ca l lv 

PROPAGAl'IDA--"LIKE FRcx;S IN · 
A WELL" 

the ground for the bourgeoi- , The Wing upholds that prop-
sie to corrode the party from _ aganda is the chief form of 
withinu" That i$ a fine and activity in this period. but 
correct observation. but what.. "ri pr~cticc they narrow and 
pi::actical plan do they put * bel~ttle _ou: t<;1sks. I _n thi s 
forward to overcome this sit riod of winning the van-
uation? _ Listen to what they · . d to· communism andfor -
say, "By the end of the -year, ...¾!!9· a rt we must t<;1ke __ 
most of the organizations in . _ ro a <;1nda to the working_ 
the Revolutionary Wing will _cl~ss i n every w_gy._RQssible_ 
have a national newspaper" - to defeat revisionism and · 
Let's unite on a division of . :tunism in all its forms. _~ 
labor which, of course must winnin a c lete ideol i~al 

riciht error. In. the first 
place they bo1,.• to their iso­
lation and primit~veness, 
coverina it ~ i th all sorts of 
~ilitant left soundina rhet­
oric. Listen to Pevolutionary 
Workers League (Ft·!L) in, its 
organ F./"LSITVIK, p.23, 
"Comrades, the cruestion of 
whether to sµpport - the FF! ~r 
not wi 11 he of little impor­
tance· in a year or two• -And 
this co~es after they acknow­
led'ge and bow to their "limit­
ed" abilTty to d~velop lines · 
on these issues! 

be guiqc d by a c entralized - and litical victo over 
rlar .• "Party Puildi ng ir. the · these ,alien influences on the 
f 1eat: of Clas'S ~trua qle '(f PJ-fCS) vanguard of the ' proletariat. 
r . 40. There vou In order to do this we must 
have itu Not only do they bow -~onf:ont the tasks of_ revolut-
to the backward state of" af- ion in the UoS o. an ,__jor 
fairs but they call on ·their 1::~12~:=1.-ast 
Wincj to perpetuate it guarari- ~ 
teeing that even the oigan­
ization(s) that they share 
unity with can maintain and 
sustain their regional and 
fragmented character guaran­
teeing, as they say · the 
preceding sentence, 
contin• to 
scope De~WI 
devel 

in paces were t ere is 
not significant conununist 
pre sence, like in the South­
ern U.S." This call to build 
"many newspapers", from what 
we r ead i s t h e only practical 
"pl~n " advanced by the Wing. 
It .1.s a cle a r.. perpetuati _on o f 
the lo~al ·circle spirit and 
fragmented character o 
movement when in fact 

As PRRWO can remember• it 
these kinds of iss ues 

... A e the democratic struggle 
~ the Afro American Nation 
and debate over seemingly 
limited things like slogans 
t.llat sparked the struggle 

'J'IIJlllll~ l""'~ t exposed the revisionist 
line of the RU on the national 
q~estion and served to · 

Their ractice4 re ardi-Qg 
propaganda, reflects the 
oasic rm er in err9rs of 
subjectivism and em iricismo 

- Mao says, "In approaching 
a problem a Marxist should 
see the whole as well as the 
parts" A frog in a well says, 
"The sky ·is no bigger than 

_ob· ecti ve i _Qe_ n_ewspap_er the mouth of the well" u ( sw, , 
_ tha~ repr s_ents and cons.oli- v O 1, P 159)" Increasin 1 
dates the unity of the Len- the Wing in failing to take 
i nist trend, not the prolif- - up the writing o~ to ical 

• eration of many "Iskra" _p o l i tical exposures and--:uie .. 
type newspapers, and the per-. reader tasks·. of propaganda 
pet.uation of the local circle sta isola tecfw{thin 

raise significantly the 
theoretical level of our 
movement .. 

CAPITULATION TO NARROW 
NATIONALISM 

Another manifestation of 
the Wing's peg,etuation of 

- fra entation · and small 
circle autonomy· is their 
capitulation to narrow 
nati ona l i sm. This is part­
icularly manifested in PRRWO 
as seen in their line on 
busing (See .THE COMMUNIST, 

spirit and fragmentation that their own litt e wor~ _~ ey 
/ still drags on our movement do not try to transcend their 

ike a ball and chain. In -own na·rrow framework by train-

Vol. l, nou 9) and in matters 
of organization" As one of 
the organizations that had 
their roots in national form 
of organization. PRRWO cont­
inues to uphold this national 
form -seen in holding onto' 

order to facilitate thi~ - · ing themselves and those who· 
eve Q ment we will str~gle___ ~ead. their paper;; but instead 

_ with the vari~ld_s_ organi.Ert,io~ Justify their .own backward­
.in our movement, to have more · ness .. _ Not only does this 
exchange of papers and ub- . fail to meet the standards 
lications to tak!:L Y.P-:_corres- advanced by Lenin and Stalin 

ndence ove~ io_q_s_ is~®S r e gardin~ our building _a par.-
wi h the o~iv Q.f_g_~yel- __ ty, but i t als<;> '?orrodes or 

their' name Puerto Rican 
Revolutionary Workers Organ­
ization. Despite all the 
claims of bol~hevization. 
they cling to this identity. 

oping a common ideolgg_icaj. · retar_ds the ability of th~ 
view of the burning ·gµesitons comrades themselves to ain 
of our mov eme nt- and Wh@re ~eir_bearin S li~icall 
possible devel0Ein9....e common ins ite_ o ~ al1 ~-~--~=---
editorial J?C!licy~ This can that political line is key. 

s er ve as one tool t o streng- This · ~ouldn:t ~ clearer 
then the ideological un~ty of than in ~heir line on the 
our movement and t o lay the democr~t.1.c stfu-q!es, such 
basis for organi zational a~ businCY and the fc:,ual 
unity and the forging of a P1.ahts ~~~ndwent. 

Our movement must make every 
effort to wipe out the nar­
rowness that charcterized 
our ranks for so long in­
cluding narrow nationalism. 
We mus·t uphold the standards 

• ~ pf the party. As Stalin 
writ~s in ANARCHISM OR 
SOCIALISM, "u • u This 
party must be an in~er-

national party; the doors of 
the party must be open to 
every class cons·cious prole­
tarian. o o From this it is 
clear that 'the more closely 
the proletarians of the var­
ious nations ·stand together, . 
the more thorough going the 
destruction of the national 
walls which have been erectea 
between them. the stronger 
will be the party of the 
proletariat, the easier it 
will be to organize the 
proletariat into one indiv­
isive class." 

For in­
stance, PRRWO has now dis­
covered that WVO is a band 
of · "traitors". But what is 
different today about wvo•s 
line and practice than it was 
last year when you both an-

1 

nounced your "Wing"? wvo · 
came- out with its-•premises" 
in May of 1975 1 and has pur­
sued a consistent line .. In 
PRRWO' s pamphlet, "Party 
Building in the Heat of the 
Class Struggle",of Febe 1976, 
they tell us that while they 
have criticisms of right er­
rors by wvo. that WVO has .... 
"~en leading the struggle a­
ga.1.nst .... OL and "We do beli• 
eve firmly that our comrades 
of the WVO are ·honest and 
will rewdiaCe the positions 
that ·are not in the interests 
of the proletarian revolution 
and will move forwarduoo" 

Then two months later in 
PALANTE they write, "In fight­
ting against the party, the 
OL and WVO are no different 
than . the Triangle Shirtwaist 
factory boss who locked the 
doors to prevent any kind 
of job action by wprkers. OL 
and WVO and all Mensheviks 
are trying to put a dagger . 
in the heart of tne party-
this is their reasonu 11 

• From · 
gallant ~eaders in the strug- · 
gle against opportunism to 
traitors overnight .. It seems 
that - a little -M•L cement of 
politics in command would have 
prevented a few of those fea­
' thers from~falling off and 
leavin? the bones behinda 

The unprincipled alliance 
not based on ideological un­
ity in addition to ·a "plan• 
which promotes and, justifies 
these kind of alliances and 
autonomy spell opportunism 
ip matters of organization.• 

CON'l'INUED ON PAGE 4 
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s. A. from p . l 

government has halted daily 
deliveries of milk and breado ,,. 

The Azanian People Will Certailiy Gain Total Vietory! 
p 

tween whites and biacks, but 
also governs r e lations betwe en 
dif ferent tribal and ethnic 
groups. Each must live sep­
arately and fol.low a pol.icy 
o f "separate development" " 
Thus the government segre- . 
gates different tribal groups 
in a township like_ Soweto . 

In Soweto there are 26 
_: r e s i dential districts, e ach 
assigned to one particular 
ethnic group. Schools e n­
roll children of one lang­
uage only. Efforts to over­
come tribal barriers -are dis­
couraged" 

No Black person has the 
right of permanent residenc e 
in Soweto or any other t own­
shipo This is due to the 
homelands policy (see: "Home­
lands: Basis of ~.acist Pol icy, 
in this issue) whereby all · 
Blacks are considered to be 
ci t _izens of their homelands 
and only temporary visitors 
or "for_eigners" in the "whi te" 
areas that the settler colo­
nialist Sout h Africa regime 
has imposed on 87% of Azaniao 
According to the government , 
Black workers are in town­
ships like Soweto because ~ecent.J.y sai d, "If t h e Black peopl e and s tudents by r epre- Given the appalling _living 

man doe s no t know his place, sentative s of the UN Security conditions of the barrack the government wants them 
there. They have no rights 
and must seek "rights" in 
their home lands. 

I will teac h h:µn his pl.ace , " Council.. It is ano ther -ra- hostels w:iere men live with-
and "All men are c J:eated e - · · t · l h · h cis _regime, Israe , w ic out their families,· ·slaving · 
qual before God-, but all men · th t · d h · in e recen perio as in- for ¥ages that are 1/10 those 
are not equal before man be- creased its ties .with South of a white worke r and less 

Even at that , the dingy 
bungalows of Soweto are more 
liveable tha;:i the barrack 
like hostels where the re­
ma inder of the wdrke rs in 
Soweto ·are forced to live 
separated from their famil­
ies. They are not permitted 
t o bring their wives from 
the ir tribal homelands. 

cause the difference -is ob- Af · d d 1 1 rica, an eve oped c oser than a subsistence for a ny-
vious o" He is the one- 'res- · l. · · h economic re ati ons wit the thing but a crude standard 
ponsible for the fascist de- · Vorster regime, exchanging of life. and given the gov-
tention law in which any ·1 · t f s th mi i ary we apons or ou e rnment promoted policy of 
African suspecte d of b e ing a Af · , t · l. ' rica s raw ma eria So Is- tribal s egrec ation , viole nce 
black militant leader can be l · · · · -' rae -is giving the aparthe id between tribal groups often 
held, indefinitely by the po- t th ' d , governmen e same arms use occurs. It is the frus t ra-
liceo. Under this law, over · against the Palestinian peo- tion and musunde rstandi_ng 
170 persons are known to l f p e or Krueger and Vo r ster born out 'of the se conditions 
have been arre sted and held to use agaill4 the Azanian that are r espon sible for the 
without trial, including 1 

As the death toll near·s Winnie Mandela, the wife of peop eo ":~'::;,'i!s;;?ll!ll~acks .last week by one t ri-
300, the character -of the · 'Nelson Mandela, who was In- receht ~ s dj.v.is · ,,_:l g r oup, the Zulus , on t h e 
mass uprising has passed · jailed afte r the Sharpeville have arisen amd?Jg: ~ black power demonstrators ~ 1 

far beyond .a protest a g.i:linst Massacre . 23 persons have· population ~ Soweto 0 Thi s Tl:tese incide n ts were obv ious 
the use of the Afrikaans .tan- died in pol.ice custody in 1s the result of a cynical ly provoked by the gove rnment 
guage - - .a symbol of nation- the last few years of mys- effort of the crimin_al uth which urged attacks o n the 
al oppression -- and taken on :t.erious bruisings and "sui- Afric4P, req¼_llle _to fQillen1; i- d onstrators a nd promised 
the character of a national. <;:ides" -- that is 23 , that bal c~nflict: 0 'Wli.iJ..e increas- at there would be no p ro-
rebellion against the fas - have been reported. Children in~ly bl.ac~ residents of town- seeutions ~o _ ito ~he?e dif-
cist settler colonialist re- of 5 years old have been ar- ships like "soweto nave put fereltces will certainly soon 
gime . It is obvious that the rested for stealing, and aside tribal differences whi_· ch ~ ~ ercome . There is no con-
Vorster regime was c aught off beaten with canes a tie em ~o _th~ _past , r:ecqg;;. _ f _ _ r_i as . to the source of op-
guard by such sustained re- ni . tlheir common national . _e s it-on in Azania o ra the 
sistance that spread rapidly But the more blatant the identity and unity agains1jt. a course of protracted struggle 
throughout the country grow- oppr~ssion , the stronger th~:-· common oppressor. the Vorster the black people of Azania 
ing steadily each day 0 The resis~ nce. ~e Organi~ation ~ime 0 ?is regime has done will certainl¥ unite a s -one 
genocidal fervor with which of AfA can Unity has called · · ~-~~ erything in its power to and turn the immense courage 
they have fired into crowds for support of the Azanian perpetuate and aggravate they have displayed over the 
has exposed their ruthless peep.be and f o r armed resi,s - ·1 • - ~ - • • bal. di visions i n order to last 3 months i n to an i nvin-
beastia~i ty _ to the ~orid. ta ~ to the Vorster r ~g~ -~ ~--- -- · :· em the tide of natlonal re- cible t~dal wa":e of <;>ut rage 
The undisguised racis m of the - Al.so, the South Aftlcan ci.ov-. ,: · s stance 0 Out o f this has and n a t ional l i b e r ati on. · 
r~gpe is- chara:=teri?ed b¥ the i ernm~~t. was cond~'ed f<:_;- ·· - com~ the reactionazy feudal VICTORY IS CERTAIN! ! 
Minl:ster of ~<?l~S~ and _P:t:-i- , .. , ,....,_f;pmmi1t ting _ genocidal mass a- policy that apar the id not on-
sons, James IT' n J<rueger, wh:o c_res_.; 'against t'tJ.e Afri can __!... governs the relations be-

WING EROM P'. 3 ~t~ at , hey pave promised to do . . · TY B 
T · · · · .... t.Wi 9-,., i~ writing J { Check it · .: ~ K 

We have al.so witnessed a out ft" pp.~8 and· 90 in HCS) . '· -~,;i~ 
similar policy in the way the e W:J. g constantly -raises·:_"':'~: 
wing has stood in regards to its insistan<;::_e on t l$_ role·o f :""; '*;a~ -, 
groups who they "differ " u ith polemics and criticism -
or place in the ·"opportunist self-criticisma Twice the 
wing" , suc h as ourselvesa As WC (M- L) has taken up PRRWO's 
in the unity they have "for- line in comradely polemics; 
ged" with various f orces , we once on their stand on busing . 
see a failure to investigate (Vole l #9 in June of 1975 an 
or to pursue struggle in a · and on ' their gen_eral line in 
Leninist ' fashion . In the vol 2 #6, THE COMMUNIST) and 
first place, when the split never has there been a r e spon-
took place in the BWC, which se. Al.so their analysis has 
was the birth of the WC(M- L), · c h anged from characterizing 
MLOC, RWC, and the Revolution- us as first "left" and then 
ary Bloc, PBRWO united w!th "right" with no explanationc 
the Revolutionary-:_ .Bloc who This un rinci led method of 
they called, "~ t -and down stru le can only serve t o 

.to build tae"~'~, and encourage slavishness among 
"represented s-eet .cadre and su orters and 
stand in the sp it"" . ~ HCS serve to split and disrupt 
p o 37) the movement and is charac­

teristic of the bourgeois· 
kind of olitics _that we must 
leave behind with the forging 
of a genui~e party. 

~nether example of the same 
unprincipled attitude is their 

ious 
or examp e, in the 

trade unions we must take the 
lead of the struggle to ·ex-· 
pel. the traitors and bring the 
unions under revol utionary 
leade~ship . In · doing so, 
communists must lead the spon-

/ taneous stru l e for the con­
·tracts , for democracy within 
the .union , etcc At all times 
gur central. task is party_ 
building, but to see our task 
-onl as art buiJ.ding_ WQ.._u -Ll;L 
re resent a failure to dis­
tinguish between the mas~ 

This so called "Revolution­
ary Bloc" was formed when two 
members of the Bloc along · 
with a supporter resigned 
from a leading body of 5 peo­
ple, which began the split in 
the BWCa They then whined a ­
bout how they were supposedly 
bullied by the other two. 
Normally we would ezpect Mar­
xist-Leninists to exercise 

placing the RCP outside of · 
and the party and . in its op ­
port unist form would result. 
in s e eing every striker _a §_£_ 

~their majority oy e r t h e mi n­
ority but this was ot the 
case with the "Bloc " who 

' instead defended a line of 
_capitul ati on and demorali za­
tion as wel l as attacking the 
basic pri nciples of forming a 
Leninist party such as the 
chief role of ro a anda 
cent ralized or anization win.:: 
ning the advanced, etca 
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the -communist -movement o 
While ~e certainly do not re 
cognize the RCP as a vanguard 
party, _and w l co~tinue the 

· struggle again t their con­
tributions to tH consolida­
tion of opportuniStQ in our · 
movement, we still c ons ider 
them part o f the moveme t be::=_ 
c ause of their opposition to 
modern revisi~nism their ' 
stand on class stru le u to 
the dictatorshi of the ro­
letariat, and their stand on 
Marxi sm- Leninism- Mao-tseTung: 
Thought . · 

The Wing's failure to RU~ 
ppli tics in command in their· , 
struggle within our movement 
flows from the local circle 
spirit which means that they 
want to perpetuate their cir­
cles.at all cost~- even the 
sacrifice of · M-L pri nciples. 

art member or i n~ .i~· t~s.,_ __ _ 
eft" form would lead to 

isolation from that struggle c 
The Wing has made a· "left" 

' error on this matter in re­
lation to African Liberation 
Support Committee. They wan­
ted ALSC to adop t par~:li~i l­
ding as the central. task. 
That is incorrect" The main 
job of mass organizations 
l _ike ALSC should be to build 
mass support for the struggle 
of the Third World against 
the two superpowers u We work 
within them to contribute to · 
that effort and to lead it, · 
It is the same with organi­
zations struggling for wom­
ei, 1 s rights. We take up this 
work in both examples and· in 
others like them because it 
contributes to t he cause of 
revolutionc 

nei t h er do we Eelittle or neg­
lect i t or distort i t by say­
ing our ' on y as is par-fi - . 
building . Such a line about 
our only" task is one of 
pure metaphysics and idealism 
•of the outraged p e tty bour­
geois intellectual" 

I n sum,_ we fee l the Wing 
is pursuing an opportunist 
line ..._E y buil.d-Y.lfiilt which 
des~ ·-· -~he plir as~r­
i ng, stands exposed in line 
and in practice as one which 
perpetuates small circle 
autopomy and stands in the 
way of forging a genuine van­
·guard party. Complimenting 
this line are consistent 
.stands ana policies which bow 
to backwardness in our move ­
ment such as sectarianism, 
narrow nationalism, narrowing 
the scope of propaganda, and 
departing from the Leninist 
method, and a b e littlement 
of the struggle for demo~ -
cratic rights by women, op­
pressed natii ons, and the 
masses of oppressed and exp­
lo:1-ted peopleo 

We call" on the Wing to . 
repudiate its errors and 
unite on the principles that 
we share and to join' in the 
st~uggl.e for the principled 
unity that the prol etariat 
and oppressed masses who are 
rising in struggle demand, 
forged in a genuine vanguard 
communist' party. 



,:=:- -· 

Wln The Va_n.guard ! ! 
Wi thin the last y e ar, two 

aspects of a correct line o n 
p a rty building h ave gaine d 
hegemony in . our movement: 
first, that t he bas i c task 
of par ty building is to win 
the vanguard to CQmmunism~ 
second, that p r opaganda is 
t he chie f f o rm of a c tivity. 
Altho ugh i n terpretation o f 
this line is' by n o means 
un iform, consolidatiort on it 
r ? pre s ent s a good step for­
ward. 

Now, however, on e of the 
groups making up the Organi­
z ing Committe e e stablishe d 
around OL ' s Call to build a 

priority went and still goes 
to propagand a wo r k ," (Pekin g 
edo P o 9 7-98) o 

Stalin summed up these 
lessons of Lenin and the Bol­
she vik party i~ his synopsis 
for an article o n strategy 
and tac;:tics: "Tasks: a) To 
win the vang uard of the pro­
letariat to the side of com-· 
munism ( i .f; build up cadres1 
create a Communist Pqrty, 
work out the p rog ramme, t h e 
principles of tactics ) o Pro­
p aganda as the chief form of 
activity ." ( CW, v,5, p a82) a 

party has come forward to How have these comrades 
attack this line b y substi- fallen into such a thorny 
tuting a new formulation for · conflict with Le nin and Stal­
the main task of party build- in? They have allowed them- · 
~ and by seeking to limi~ selves to look at the ques=-
and narrow the scop e of our tiqn statically and meta-
propaganda. The article "Buil physically rather than dia­
i ng t h e Party among the Masses , '~lectically 0 '.".-•Advanced,·" ~ 
is written by the League for "vanguard," "best elements". 
Marxist Leninist Unity. or . "f.OJ:'elDQS.C, -.lPE:#.Jltiis:entatives'\,, 

Their argument is this.:, e -~ich Lenin also uses, are 
advanced workers accordi™J ' to all comparative words which 
L~n.;i.,n ' s definitiQn :il'l ,A RET- , carinot be- use ,- ~ e ~tablish 
R~E TREND ::,;:,N RVS~~~ . - . ,: i. -tted 9ategories .,, 
SQCI.?\,L PEMOC~Y:,.i .: . . , .... ,. . . . an _ _ 9pJ.y .i.,,~ 
'!:,fms e who arEf.,.l ready ·co~ . ~l"il 
munist s. ~.They are a v e ry . y itself it 
small numbe'r and are. mostly . ·1 '\dependent meaning a B'~st ele-
already ~n e :i:cisting p ~e-p ar- ments has meaning on!ly in re-
t y org anizations a, This fol- lation to middle and: worst 
lows from the fact that the ~ lements. Vangua~d, *eans 
advanc~d worker, a~9o~di~g r hose which go in ·advan~e and 
to Lenin, accepts socialism f an only be· understood in 
consciously and e laborated 1elationship to those who 
independen t socialist th~or- ---itail o What all these words 
ies o Therefore , t hey argue , i ave in common is to ,be first, 
we must distinguish advanced rimary, best, or le~ding, as 
workers from the "best !ele- gainst the ordinary !o.r back-
ments of the working class." of 
The best elements are not are 
advanced but must be pro- It is 
meted . to the ranks of the ad- nonsense for these comrades 
vance d wo~er s by winning to set up some heirarchy of ~ 
them to Marxism-Leninismo_ meaning which they arbitra-

....._"" . Si nce these elements a re- not rily impose , ioe . "adva nce d" 

-i 
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advanced, t hey come from is number one, •vanguard" 
wha. t ... L .. enin calle d the a ver--

1 

number twrn; , "best elements" 
age workers . The comrades number three and so forth c 
write: _ Also they fail to g rasp 

CLASS STRUGGLE , #4,5, p o72) 
So_ our primary :task ~is · not 
to win over -' the advanced to 
communism, but to win over 
the best of the averc!9e 
They wri te-;-· ' 'Th'e inai n --task 
was not to win advanced wor­
kers to communism, but to 
constantly reinforce and in­
crease the numbers of ad­
vanced workers , and thus to 
form the ranks of the Partyo" 
(p o65) o Or again, ",Tl:JJ.l.s... 

the sensi ble point that in 
any situation there are . the 
advanced, intermediate and 
the bacJcwarda Lenin mocks 
the Economists in WHAT IS 
TO BE -DONE?: "Are there not 
advanced people, '' average. 
people", and "masses" among 
the intelligensia too·?" 
(Pek. Ed. P o 161) 

ev.eryCo 
,o:tganization. 

AJ,though a Communist party 
is the advanced detachment of 
the proletariat within each _ 
party there are the mos~ 
advanced, the i ntermediate 
and t h e below average. This 

.is true also of the~ding_ 
boay of every communist or-

the question is not ·one of, 
winning these advanced wor;_ 
kers to Marxism Leninismo" 
(p o65) o And again, "Winning 
these advanced workers is : 
part of the general struggle 
for Marxist-Leninists to u­
nite and is not our princi- : 
pal task in the workers ' . 
movement a " (p. 65~ IQptead ' 
"the primary task of ·t h"e P.Ali'_; 
ty in its first period of ' 
its development wil'1 be to 
win the best elements of the 
working class to Mar~sm- · r 
Leninism and to the party,. " 

. _ganization, an~ is the 
task of leadership to kndw 
how to rel y on the advanaed 

) iH -any s i tuation. In fact, 
based on the experience o~ 
Lenin ' s Iskra organization 
and the lessons of WHAT I$ 

Po 
These formulations con­

tradict the experience of the 
Bolshevik party on which we 
rely. _In LEFT WING , COMMUNISM 
AN INFANTILE DISORDER, Lenin " 

-called "the first histo t l cal 
objective 11 of commmusts 
."that of winning over the 

· class-conscious vanguard of 
the pro letariat to the side 
'of soviet uwer and the dic­
tptorship o the working . 
class 11

" Because this requireSi­
~mplete ideologi~al and 
political victory over oppor­
t unism and social chauvinism," 
h e writes: "As long as it 
was (And inasmuch as it still 
is) a question of winning · 
the proletariat's vanguard 

TO BE DONE, we have s ummed 
this up as one of the fun~ 
damental principles of par.ty 
building: '.:.tQ.J);rovide com ' 
munist leggership o 
task by uniting with the ad­
vanced and relying on the · 
advanced to win over the in­
termediate and- t he backward: " 
(Party Building Resolution, 

E COMMUNIST •, ·-Vo 2, #1). 

One oi>the chief defects 
ih our movement to dat e, 
hind~ring us from forging a 
Bolshevik party is . the ·· wide­

_ spread failure to grasp this 
)2X;j,nd ,ple. and i nstead. "on 
Ing;tters of leadership,_ ~igg __ _ 
-to the sentiments of the a;_ 
veraqe or backward elements 
and fai ling to identify the 
advanced or to stren~then 
its leadership role in ev­
erything and rely on the 

.advanced to win over the 
broad masses of work~rs and 
QPpressed people," (Party . . . 

over to the side -.of COIIIIT\Unism,, ,, 
,,,,-_, e _, .•. • • 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 

The First ISKRA 
In the centerfold to this 

issue we reprint two of the 
three articles from the first 
issue of Lenin's ISKRA which 
appeared December 11, 1900 0 
This was the newspaper Lenin 
had fought for on returning 
from prison in Siberia and 
which he saw as the weapon 
with which to forge the unity 
of the Russian Social Demo;_ 
cratic Party on the uncompro­
mising principles of orthodox 
revolutionary Marxismo 

It was ISKRA which laid 
the line around which the 
party was built and which 
prepared the ground for the 
Party Congress in 1902 0 And 
it was the principles of the 
Iskra organization which 
Lenin summed up in WHAT IS TO 
BE DONE and which stand today 
as the ide ological fou'ndation 
of any revolutionary Marxist­
Leninist partya The call for 
an Iskra type newspaper has 
come from many quarters of 
our movement o We need to 
analyze just what kind of 
newspaper this wasa 

Reading the articles we 
reprint, every comrade will 
be struck by how powerfully 
they speak to our situation 
todayQ 76 years later o How 
can this be so? What 
accounts for the success of 
these articles? The answer is 
Lenin's line on what a press 
should be, on political expos­
ures, laid out in WHAT IS TO 
BE DONE o Lenin did not just 
report on skirmishe5 i n China 
like the bpurgeois press. He 
asks first of all -- "what is 

has identified the particular 
phenomena which show the gen­
eral features of imperialist 
war. And in this he s·hows 
what is most important. 

The same relationship of 
the particular situation to 
the general features which 
determine such a situation 
characterizes the article 
URGENT TASKS. This first 
article of the first issue of 
ISKRA throws down the gauntlet 
to ;the "Economist" trend of 
the movement o Economism, or 
the effort to r estrict and 
narrow the political tasks 
of the proletariat, was a 
particular obstacle to the 
fundamental task of the ove r­
throw of treautocracyo And 
its influence in the movement 
had been prepared in partic­
ular ways: (1) by the limit­
ed activity of the early prop­
ag,anda circles divorced from 
ag•itation among the broad 
masses, (2) by a reaction to 
the , narrow view of reducing 
politics to conspiratorial 
sttuggle, and (3) by "working 
in ; the isolation of small 

· loc:al workers' circles o" 
On ' this last point Lenin 
writes: "the Social Demo­
crats did not devote suffic- · 
ient attention to the neces­
sity of organizing a revolu­
tionary party which would com­
bine all the activities of 
the local groups and make it 
possible to organize the 
revolutionary work on correct 
lines. The predominance of 
isolated work is naturally · 
conne€ted with the predomin­
ance of the economic struggleo 11 

a communist po~ic~ to~ards WHAT IS TO BE DONE is the 
this war. 

11 
This i-:i his appro- ideologj,cal foundation of 

~ch to eve r~ quest~on -- what __ e v e ry M~~xist-L~pi ni~t part y 
, is f.>;, ,.p ommuni st .p o lic y• . 'A news because in these particular 
pa~et whic~ do~s not answer problems of Russian Social 
this question is not an Democracy Lenin expose d the 
Iskra t ype newspaper a T~at general features which are 
is why we have s ummed this at the root of all opportun-
lesson up as the second I-:ikra ism: bowing to spontaneity 
principle in our ~arty Build- and the effort to restrict 
ing Resolutions : "to work out and narrow the political . tasks 
and implement an independe nt of the proletariat a 
communist policy on all our He also identified the 
tasks o • solution: to combine social-

This means simply 
-following the rule laid down 
by Marx and Engels in the 
COMMUNIST MANIFESTO: "Commun­
ists fight for the attainment 
of the _immediate aims, for ·the 
enforcement of the momentary 
interests of the working 
class; but in the movement 
of the present, they also re­
present and take care of the 
·future of that movement o" 
This is a standard for our 
press. Lenin always uses the 
particular topical event to · 
draw the general lessons about 
capitalism that show its es­
sence and point to the way to 
overthrow it. This is why 
these articles remain valuable 
guides to us applied to our 
different particular situat­
'ion. Lenin uses events in 
China to expose the general 
features of imperialist war o 
As a result the lessons he 
draws remain vitally applic­
able -- didn ' t we just hear 
on the news tonight a TV 
special on "Why they (the 
Koreans) hate us." The same 
applies to the policy of the 
new tsars who have restored 
capitalism and imperialism 
in the USSR and carry out 
aggression and pl~nder against 
Angola and elsewhere in the 
world. The barbarity, the 
repr~ssion, the attacks on 
the living standards of the 
warking class, the suppression 
of information and the cor­
r .~ption of the press, and 
above all the efjort to cor­
rupt the political conscious­
ness of the working class 
and stir up national hatred 
in order to divert us from 
our real enemies -- all these 
are . familiar, to - us. Lenin 

' ism with the workers movemen t . 
The particular lesson for. 
\Russian Social Democracy is 
our own: a young communist 
~ovement must combine social­
!ism with the working class 
fuovement by taking the ideas , 
bf communism aggressively to ' 
the masses and using them to 
organize an independent pol­
itical party of the proletar­
i\at. · All the forces of the 
a~akening proletariat must be 
uhited with all revolutionary 
forces into one party that is 
strongly, professionally, and 
tightly organizedo 

. Clearly these articles are 
written for the advanced o 
Pretty obviously also their 
goal ls to win the advanced 
to communism. ' But in fact we 
think that if Lenin's first 
ISKRA appeared in our movement 
today it would be criticized 
b Yj many -among us as being too 
theoretical, as being devoted 
exclusively to propaganda, as 
being for the advanced of 
tbe advanced. We reject these 
views. We think .Lenin's 
ISKRA articles are a good 
yardstick for the press of 
our movement " In our own 
effort we must strive to emul­
ate this style. If we are 
frank we must admit that we 
have not yet succeeded in 
winning the battle for a 
press which in every article, 
every sentence and every word 
attacks first of all the task 
of combining socialism with 
the workers movemento 

*· '· 
' 
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THE URGENT .TASKS OF OUR MOVEMENT 

Russian Socjal-Democracy has repeatedly declared the 
immediate political task of a Russian working-class party 
to bo the overthrow of the autocracy, the achievement of 
political liberty. This was enunciated over fifteen years 
ago by tho representatives of Russian Social-Deniocracy­
tho members of the Emancipation of La!Jour group. It was 
affirmed two and a half years ago by the representatives of 
the Russian Social-Democratic organisations that, in tho 
spring of 1898, founded tho Russian Social-Democratic La· 
hour Yarty. DospiLc these repeated declarations, howev0r, 
the question of the political tasks of Social-Democracy in 
Russia is prominent again today. Many representatives 
of our movement express doubt as to the correctness of the 
above-mentioned solution of the question. It is claimed 
that the economic struggle is of predominant importonce; 
the poiitical tasks of the proletariat .are pushed into the · 
background, narrowed down, and restricted, and it is even 
said that to speak of forming an independent working­
class party in Russia is merely to repeat somebody else's 
words, that the workers should carry on only. the economic -
struggle and leave politics to the intelligentsia in alliance 
with the liberals. The latest profession of the new faith (tho 
notorious Credo) amounts to a declaration that the Russian 
proletariat has not yet come of age and to a complete rejection 
of the Social-Democratic programme . Rabochaya Mysl 
(particularly in its Separate Supplement) takes practi­
cally the same attitude. •Russian Social-Democracv is 
passing through · a period of vacillation and doubt border· 
ing on self-negation. On tho oac hand, tho working-cl:iss 
movl'mcnt is being sundered from social ism, the workers 
are being helped to carry on the economic struggle, but noth­
ing, or next to nothing, is done_ to explain to them the so­
cialist aims and the political tosks of the movement as a 
whole. On the other hand, socialism is being sundered from 
the labour movement; Russian socialists are again beginning 
to talk more and mo.re about the sLrugglc against tho govern· 
ment having to be carried on entirely by the irrt.elligentsia 
because the workers confine themselves to the economic 
struggle. 

In our opinion the ground bas been prepared for thi.'3 
sad state of affairs hy three circumstances . First, in their. 
early activity, Russian 'Social.-Democrats restricted tliem­
sel ves merely to w_ork in propaganda circles. When we t oo k 
Up agitation amollg the . masses WO were not always able 
to restrain ourselves from going to the other extreme _ Sec­
ondly, in our early act ivity we often b~tcl t o st.rugglo for our 
right to existence against the Nai'Odnaya Volya adherents, 
who understood by "politics" an activity isolated from the 
working-cla!:is movement and who reduced poli,tic.~ pure ly to 
conspirat orial slruggle . In rejec ting tLi .~ !>Ort of pol itics , 
the Social-Democrats went to the extreme of push ing polili c::1 
entiroly into the backgro'und . Thirdly, working in the iso­
la t ion of small local workers' circles, t he Social -Democral'l 
did not devote sufficient atten t ion t o the necessity of or­
ganising a revolutionary party which would com bine all th0 
activities of the local groups and make it possi ble t o organ-· 
ise the revolutionary work on correct lines. The predomi­
nance of isolated work is naturally connected with the pre­
dominance of the economic struggle .. 

These .circumstances resulted in concentration on one. 
side of the_ movement only. Tho "economist" trend (th at is , 
if . we can speak of it as a "trend") bas attempted to ele­
vate this narrowness to tho rank of a special theory an J 
has tried to utili.'3e for this purpose the fa shionable Bernstein­
ism and the fashionable "criticism of .Marxism," which ped­
dles old bourgeois ideas under a new label. These attempt.':! 
alone ha.ve given rise to the danger of a weakening of connec­
tion between tl1e Russian workina-class movement and R us· 
siau Social-Democracy, tho vanguard ', in tho strugglo for 
political liberty. The most urgent task of our movement 
is to strengthen this connection. 

Social-Democracy is the combination of tho working-class 
movement and socialism. Its task is not to serve the work­
ing-class movement passively at each of its separate stages, 
but to represent tho interests of the movement as a whole, 
to point out to this movement its ultimate aim and its 
political tasks, and to safeguard its political and ideolog­
ica l independence. Isolated from Social-Democrncy, tho 
working-class movem.ent becomes petty an'd inevitably ho­
comcrs bourgeois. In waging only tho economic struggle, tho 
working class loses its political independence; it becomes 
tho tail of other parties nnd betrays tho great principle: 
"Tbo emancipation of tho working classes must bo conquered 
l>y .tho working clnssos tlwmsolvos ." In ovcry country 
there bas been a period in which the working-class movement 
e xisted apart' from socialism, oach going its own ,vay; mid 
in every country this isolation has weakened both socialjsm 
nnd the working-class movement. 'Only tho fusion of social­
is m with rho working-class movement has in all countries 
created a durable basis for both . But in every country this 
combination of socialism and the working-class movement 
was evolved his torically, in unique ways, in nccordnnce 
with tho pruva,iling condit ions of time and place. In Russia, 
tho necessity for combining socialism and tho working-class 
movement was in 'theory long ago proclaimed, hut it is only 
now being carried into practice. It is a very difficult process 
and there is, therefore, nothing surprising in tho fact that 
it is w ---W pan ied by vacillations and doubts , 
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\Vha t lesson can be learned from tho past? 
Tho entire history of Russian socialism has led to the 

condition in which the most urgent task is the struggle 
against tho autocratic government and the achievement of 
political liberty. Our social is~ movement · concentrated 
itself, so to speak, upon the struggle against the autocracy. 
On Lhe other hand, history has shown that the isolation of 
socialist thought from tho vanguard of the working classes 
is greater in Russia than in other countries, and that if 
this state of affairs continues, the revolutionary movement 
in Russia is doomed to impotence. From this condition 
emerges the task which the Russian Social-Democracy is 
called upon to fulfil-to imbue tho masses of tho proletar• 
iat wHh tho ideas of socialism and political consciousness, 
and to organise a revolutionary party inseparably connccte 
with the spontaneous working-class tnovemen t. n uss ian 
Social-Democracy has done much in this direct ion, but much 
more still remains to be done. With tllO growth of the move 
ment, the field of activity for Social-Democrats become 
wider; the work becom~s more varied, and an increasing mun­
bcr of activists in the movement winconccntrato their effort 
upon tho fulfilment of various special tasks which the 
dai_ly needs of propaganda and agitation bring to the fore. 
This phenomenon is quit~ n~turaJ and is inevitable, but 
it· causes us to ho pa rticularly con('.crncd with p_rovcntin 
thcso speciitl o.cLivitics and n~cthods of s truggle from be. 
coming ends in themselves . an~ with prev&,l).ting pre­
par_at_ory work from being rega:rdiio""a.f Uio inin' and sole 
activity. ' . . 

Our principal ancl fundamental t i:& i s to facilitate the 
political .. development and the political organisation of 
the working class . . Those who push this task in to tho back­
ground, who refuse to~ subordinato to it all tho special 
tasks and parliculnr methods of struggle, are following 
a false patlr and causing serious harm to the movement. 
And it is being pushed lnto tho background, firsLly, by 
those who call upon rovolutionai·ies to employ only tho 
forces of isolated conspiratorial circles cut off from the work­
ingcc)ass movement in tho slruggl~ ngainst the government. 
It is being pushed . into the background, secondly, by those 
w~o r~strict the content and scope of'political propaganda, 
ag1tat10n, atrd orga , ;isation; who think it fft and proper 
to treat the workers to "poHtics" only at exceptional mo­
ments in their lives, only on festive occasions; who t oo 
sol-icitol).sly substitute demands · for partial concessions 
&tom t he autocracy for the political struggle against the 
autocracy; and who do not go to sufficient lengths to ensure 
t hat these demands for par t ial concessions aro raised to 
tho status of a systematic, "implacable struggle of .-a rev.olu­
tionary, working-class party against tho autocr;ac y. 

its activities to some one preconceived plan or mf!thod of 
political struggle; it recogn ises all methods of strugr.;!f•, 
provided they correspond to the forces ai the disposal of 
the Party and facilitate the achievement of the b1!st ,e­
sults possible under the given conditions . If we have a 
strongly organised pnrty, a single st.ril-:o may turn inlo a 
•political demon~tration , into a pofitical victory n Vl·r tho 
government. If we .have a strongly organised part y, a re­
volt in a single locality mny grow into a victorious revo­
lution~ We must bear in mind that the struggles with tho 
government for partial drmands and tho gain of certain con­
cessions are merely light skirmishes wiLh t he enemy, en­
counters between outposts, whereas the decisive battle is 
still to come. Before us, in all its strength, towers the ene­
?1Y fortress which is raining shot and shell upon us, mow­
mg down our best fighters, Wo must capturo this fortress, 
and we will capture it, if we unite all the forces of the 
awakening proletariat with all tho forces of the Russian 
revolutionaries into one party which will attract all that 
is vital and honest in Russia. · Only then will tho great 
prophecy of the Russian worker-revolutionary, Pyotr Alexe­
yov, be fulfilled: "The muscular arm of the working mil· 
lions will he lifted, and the ,yoke of despotism, guardeu 
by the soldiers' bayonets, will be smashed to atoms!" 

WE MUST JUDGE THE QUALITY OF 
OUR COMMUNIST PRESS BY THE 
HIGH STANDARDS pET FOR US 
BY COMRADE LENIN! ! 

"~rganise!" Rabochaya Mysl k~eps repeating t o t he work­
ers m a ll keys, and all the adherents of the "e~nomist" 
trend, echo the cry. W e, of course, wliolly end~ se this 
,a ppeal, but wo will not fail to add: organise, hut not Jinly 

THE WAR TN CHINA 

in mutunl benefit societies, strike funds, and worlrers' 
drcles; organiso also in n political party; organise for tho 
determined struggle_ against the autocratic government 
a.nd against the whole of capitalist_ society. Witho.ut such ' 
.organisation. the proletariat will never rise • the class­
c.onscious struggle; wi thout such organisatioi the work­
i-ng-class mo\'ement is doomed .to impotency . With the 
~id of nothing but funds and study circles and mu.tual 
benefit societies the working class will never he ablo to 
fplfil its great historical mission-to emancipate itself and 
tho whole of the Russian people from political an d eco­
nomic slavery. Not n single class in bislory hns nchi()V<' d 
power wiLliout producing frs political leaders, i{s prominent 
r~p-.resentatives able to organise a movement nnd 'lead it. 
And the Russian working class has already shown that it 
can produce such men nnd women. The struggle which has 
dcivclopod so widely during the past fivo or six years has rp• 
veal.ed the great potential revolutionary power of the work­
ing '~lass; it has shown that the most ~uthless government 
persecution does not diminish, but, on the contrary, increases 
th¢ number of workers who strive towards socialism, towuds 
political consciousness, and towards the political struggle. 
'Ihe congress which ol!r comrades held in 1898 correctly 
defin~d our tasks and did not merely repeat other people's 
words, did not merely express the enthusiasm of "intellectu­
als."; .. We must set t .o work resolutely to fulfil these tasks, 
pla,.c_ing the que~tion of tho Party's, programme, organ· 
1sat1on·, and tactics on the order of the day. We have al­
reafiy set forth our views on the fundamental postulates of 
o~r programme, and', of course, this is not the place to 
de~elop them in detail. We propose to devote a series of 
arqcles in forthcoming issues to questions of organisation, 
wh~ch are among the most burning problems confronting us. 
In this respect ~e lag considerably behind the old workers 

nussia is Lringing her war with China to a close: -a num­
ber of military districts havo been mobilised, hundreds of 
millions of rubles havo beon spent, tens of thou_sands of 
t.roops havo heen dispatched to China, a number of battles 
have been fought and a number of victories won-true, 
not so much over re~ular enemy troops, as over Chinese 
insurg-ents und, particularly, over the unarmed Chinese 
populace, who were drowned nr killed, with no · holding 
back from tho slaughter of women and children, not to 
speak of the looting of palncos, -homes, and shops. Tho .Rus­
sian Government, together with tho press that kowtows 
to i.t, is cclubrating a victory. and rejoicing over the fresh 
exploits of Lile gallant soldiery, rejoicing at the victory 
of Eur_opc:in culture over Ghinese barbarism and ove-r the 
fresh succnsses of- Russia's "civilising mission" in the Far 
East. 

in the Russian revolutionary movement. We must frankly 
admit this defect and exert all our efforts to devise meth­
ods ',of greater secrecy in our work, to propagate systemati­
cally the proper methods of work, the proper methods of 
delu~ing the gendarmes and of evading t,he snares of the 
police. We must train people who will devote the whole of 
their lives, not 'Qnly their spare evenings, to the revolution; 
we must build up an organisation large enough to permiL tho 
introduction of o strict division of la!Jour in the variou.9 
forms of our work. Finally, with regard to questions of 
.tactics, we shall confine ourselves to the• followin g : So­
cial-Dem"- ""\CY does not tic its hands, it does not restric t 

But the voices of the class-conscious workers, of the 
advanced representatives of the many millions of the work­
ing peoplo, are not heard amid this rejoicing. And yet, 
it is tho working people who bear the brunt of the victo­
rious new cnmpaigns, it is working people who are 
sent to tho other end of the world, from whom increased 
taxes aro extorted to cover the millions expended. Let 
us, therefore, see: What attitude should the socialists adopt 
towards this war.? In whose interests is it being fought? 
What is the real nature of the policy now being ·pursued 
by the Russian Government? 

Our government asserts first of all that it is not wag­
ing war agai,._~ China; that it is merely s,..,_..ressing ,a 

rebellion, pacifyin~ rebels; that it, is helping Lhc lawful 
govornmonL of China t o ' re-csLabl ish law and order. True, 
war has not been declared, but this docs not chnngo tho­
situation -a bit, because war is being waged nonethe­
less. What made the Chinese attaQk European:;, what caused 
tho rebellion which tho Dri tish, French, Ger'ma ns, Hus­
sians, Japanese, etc., are so' zealously crushing ? "Tho 
hostility of tho yellow raco towards tho white rncc," "tho 
Chinese hatred for European culture and civilisation"­
answer tho suppor~ors of tho Wal' . Yes! It is true die Chi­
noso hat.o tho Europoans, but which Europeans do they 
hate, and why? The Chinese ilo not hate the European 
pooplos, they have nover had any (Jllili"r<') l with lhen1-they 
hato tho European capitalists and th1) European govern­
ments obedient to them_ How can th.o Ch ine~e not h:. lo 
those who havo cofne to China solely for the sake of gain; 
who have utilised their vaunted civilisation so!0ly ior tho 
purpose of doccption, plunder, a·11d violence; who havo 
waged wars against China in order to win the right to 
trade in opium · with which to d_rug tho people (t!Je wnr 
of England and Franco with China in 185G) ; and who hyp­
ocritically carried their policy of plunder undflr the guise 
of spreading Christia·nity? The bourgeois governments 
of Europe have long been conducting this policy of 
plunder with respect to _China, and now they have beon 
joined by tho autocratic Hu:isian Government. This policy 
of plunder is usually called a colonial policy. Every coun­
try rn which capitalis t industry develops rnpidly has vory 
soon to seek colonies, i.e., countries in which intlustry 
is weakly developed, in which a more or less patriarchal 
way of life still prevails, and wh-ich can S3rvo as a . mar­
ket for manufactured goods and a source of h igh profits. 
For the sake of the profit of a handful of capitalit3ts, the 
bourgeois governments .have waged endless wars, have sent 
regiments to die in unhealthy tropical countries, ha vo 
squandered millions of money extracted from the people, and 
have driven the peoples in the colonies to desperate revolts 
or to death from starvation. \Vo need only recall tho rehe l­
lion . of tho native peoples against the British in India'" 
and the famine that prevailed tl}crc, or think of the war tho' 
English aro now waging Hgai nsl the Boors. 

And now the. Europe.in capitalists have placed their 
rapal'-ious pa,vs upon China, an.d almost the firsL to do 
so was the I\ ussia11 Government, which 110w so loudly pt'o­
r.laim s ils "dis iu lercslcdrwss ." I t. '' rl i.~intore.~tedly" t nok 
Port· ,\rt.h tu· awuy' - l"rum China ' and began t.o huilcl a 
ra ilway to l\fanch lll'ia und er tho prnlr.cLio11 of Russian 
troops. Ono aflf'I' a no ther Lho E uropean governments be­
gan fovcrishly l.o loot, or, as . llJey put it, to "rent," Chi-
1wsc terr itory , giving good gro1111ds for tho talk of the 
par t il io11 of Cli iua . lf wn nw lo call thi ngs- by their ri/'!ht 
nawcs , we must say that the E 11ropoan governments (t he 
Huss ian Government amon~ !ho very fi rs t). ha ve alreHdy 
sta r ted to pa r ti tion Ch ina._ However, they h a ve no t begun 
th is part i lioni-ng nponly, b11I. slcalllti ly, like t h iovcs. They 
hngan lo roh China as ghouls roh corp::ics , 1111d when tho 
Sl'cm ing corpse atlomplotl to rosisl, they flu ng Lhomsolves 
upon it lilw savage llC'asl.s, burning down wholo villages, 
slioot. ing, bayo11r.Ui11g, nnd drowni11g in tho Amur H{vcr 
1111.irmod i11li:1liita11ts, thoi r wives, , n1ul lheir c liildrr11. 1\nd 
all Llwsn Chri:4ian l'X p lo its ar0 arcnmp.ini('d l,y howls 
ai:;.iinst tlin Chi11Psn hi1 rh:11·ia11s who dared lo r;1i:-o their 
hands a:;:;ii11st !lit~ civilised E1rropna11:L 'f'hn or r.upal.i1111 nf 
N i11r hua11g ;inti 1111• ll\11\'i11:.,: uf Hussian lr1)("Jp ;-; i11-lo 1'1<111cli11 · 
ria arv lPmpor,1ry r11 r,asurrs, decl:in•s t!w a11\ nr.ral ir, Huss iH n 
Cnvernmo11t iu ils circul;ir 11010 of 1\11g11st. U, 1\)(ll l addrPsso1l 
t 11 l lrn l'owrr,-; ; I hcso m easures "are ca li ed forth cxcl n­
s i vc ly by the neces:~it.y to rope! the aggressive opf'rations of 
Chi nese rcb.nls"; th ey "c;innot in the least be regarded ..is 
evi<lrncc of :my sci fish plans, which are tntally alien to 
the policy nf tlrn lrupcri iil Government." 

·roor lmperi ,d (;oYcrnrnenll So Cluistic111ly uns·elfish, 
and yet so unjw;Lly 11m ligned1 Several yea rs ago it 1m­
srl [ishly seized Port Arlhnr, and now it. i s 1inselfishly 
:<Pii111g T\lanchuri;i ; it . • has \lllselfishly floode. 11 1ho fron­
tirr provinces nf China wit.h horrl12s of contractors, 
enginet'r.<: , and ofriccri:i, who , l,y the ir conduct. have 
rousrd to indignation C\'C'n the. Chinese , known for t.heir 
rlocili~y. The Chinese workers employed i11 the con­
sl ruct1on of lhe Chirll'se rnilway had to cxi."t 011 ;1 wage 
of kn lrnpek1i a day-.i.,; this not un:;clfish ou H ussi,i 's 
p ;1rl i' 

How is our government's senseless policy in China to 
be explained? Who henefits by it? The benefit . goes 
to a handful of capitalist magnates who carry on trade 
with China, to a .handful of factory owners who manu· 
facture goods for tho Asian market, to a handful of con­
tractors who are now piling up huge profits on urgent 
war orders (factories producing war equipment, sup­
plies for the t roops, etc. , are now operating at full ca· 
pacity and aro engaging hundreds of new. workers). This 
policy is of benefit to a h~ndful of nobles who occupy high 
posts in tho civil and military services. They need adventur­
ous policies, for theso provide them with opportunities 
for promotion, for making a career a nd gaining famo by 
their "f\xploits." ln tho inlorcst.s of t his ha ndful of capitalists 
and burea ucratic scoundrels, our govcrnme11t unhesitating­
ly sacrifices tho intorosts of tho entire people. And in this 
case, as always, tho autocratic tsarist governmr--' has 

proved itself t.o ho a government of irresponsible bureau­
crats st1rvHcly cringing beforn the capitalist magnates and 
nobles. 
· What benefits do tho Russian working class and tho 
lnhouring prrnplo generally obtain from tho conquests in 
China i' Thousands n( ruined families, whoso breadwinner~ 
have hcor'l sent to tho war; nn enormous increaso in t he na­
tional debt lind tho national expenditur0; mounting taxa- ' 
tion; greater power _for the capitalists, the exploiters of the 
workers; worse conditions for the workers; still grca ter 
mortality among tho peasantry; famine . in Siberia-this 
is what the Chinese war promises and is already bringing. 
The entire Russian press, all the newspapers and period­
icals are kept in a state of bondage; they dare not print 
anything without permission of the government offi­
cials. This is the reason for tho lac.k of precise infor­
mation as to what the Chinese war is costing the people; 
but there is no doubt that it requires the expenditure of 
many ~hundreds of millions of rubles. It has come to our 
knowledge that the government, by an uripublished decree, 
handed out the tidy sum of a hundred nnd fifty million 
rubles for the purpose of waging the war. In addition to • 
this, current ~xpenditures on the war absorb one million 
rubles ,every three or four days, and these terrific sums are 
being squandered by a government which, haggling over 
every kopek, has steadily cut down grants to tho famine­
stricke~ peasa~try; ~h.ich can find no money for -tho peopl.o's 
education; which, like. any kulak, sweats tho workers in 
the government fact'ories, sweats the lower employees in 
tho post officc::i; etc. I · · · 

Minister of Finance Witte declared that on Jan­
t1ary 1, 1900, there Wero t\\'.O hundred and fi(ty. miUion 
~ublcs availa~le in tho treasury. Now this money is gone, 
1t has _be~n spo1:t on tho_ war. Tho government is seeking 
loans, is mcreasmg taxation, is refusing necessary oxpenQi­
tures b?c~uso of t~o lack of monoy, and is putting a stop to 
tho hmldmg of railways. The tsarist government is threat­
ened wHh hankrup_tcy, nr~d yet if .is plunging into n policy 
?f conquest-a policy whi~h not only demands the cxpend-
1tur_e of en_ormous sums ot money, but threatens to plunge 
us mto still more dangerous wars. Tho European states 
t~at have flung themselves upon China arc already hegin'­
nmg to quarrel over tho divis~ n of tho booty, and no one 
can say how this quarrel will en·d. 

But tho policy of tho tsarist government in China is 
nllt ~nly a m ockery ·.or: tho · interests of tho people-its 
DJ?1 is to corrupt the pohtica 1 consciousness of tho masses. 
Governments that mainta in themse!)'es .. in power only 
by ~ cans _ of tho bayone t. , t hat have constantly t o ro­
strarn or. suppress th~ indjgnation of the people; have 
long roalt,\'lcd the truism that popular discontent can 
n~vcr bo removed and that it is necessary t'o divert tha 
d iscontent from t~~ · g?ver~mcnt to some other object. 
For example, hosti.lI_ty is bcmg stirred up against tho J ows; 
the ?utter press carrrns on J cw-baiting campaigns, as if tho· 
J ew1sh " '.orkcrs do not suffer in oxnctly the samo way as 
the . n ussrnn workers from the oppression of capital and the 
:pohce·govern?1cnt. A~ the present time, tho press is conduct­
ing a campaign ag,unst the Chineso; _i t is howling about 
the savage ye{low race and its hostility towards civilisa­
tio.n,_ nbout _Russia_'s tasks of enlightenment, about the en­
thusiasm with w~1ch the Russian .soldiers go into battle, 
etc., etc. J ournahsts who crawl on their bellies before tho 
government and the money-bags are straining every nerve 
to rouse tho hatred of the people against China. But the 
Chinese' people have at no timo and in no way oppressed 
the Russian people. The Chinese people suffer from tho same 
evils as those from which the Russian peopl e ~uffer-they 
suffer from an Asiatic government -that squeezes t;ixes from 
the starvi_ng peasantr~ ~nd that suppresses every aspiration 
towa:ds ~iberty. by m1h~ary force; they suffer from tho op­
pression of capital, which has penetrated into the Middlo 
Kingdom:-, 

Tho · Rt1ssian working class is beginning t o move out 
of the s ta~o of political oppression and ignorance in which 
the masse~ of ~ho people aro still submerged. Hence, tho 
duty of all' class-conscious workers is to rise with all their 
might against those who are . stirring up national ha trod 
llJHI_ .divorting t~o attention of tho working people from 
their real enemies. The policy of tho tsarist government 
in C~ina is :a crimina_l policy which is impoveri~hing, cot·· 
ruptrng, · and oppressing the people more than ever , Tho 
tsarist governmorit not_ only keeps our pHople in sin vory 
but_ sends them to pacify other peoples who robe[ against 
their slavery (as was the case in 1849. Nhen Russian troops 
supprcsse~ ~ho r~vol~tion in Hungary). It not only helps 
tho Hussian capitalists to exploit the Russian workers 
whose _hands it ties to hold_ them back from combining and 
defendmg themselves, but 1t also sends soldiers to plunder 
other peoples in tho interests of a handful of rich men and 
nobles. Thero , is only ono way in which the new burden tho 
war is thrusting upon the working people can be removed 
and that is the convening of an assembly of representative~ 
of the people, which woul<l put an ond to tho autocracy 
of the governmont and compel . it t o havo regard for in­
terests other than those solely of a gang .of courtiers. 
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_the shortcomings are r e coq- ' were consistent with the ir 
Win '!anguard from P• 5 nized o " (Pek. P.40) What we have __ . own inte rpre tation of the 

Building Re solutions) 0 to · fight is whe n p eople appear advance d, they would cal~ for 
The line of the LMUL who regard shortcomings · as • cadre s n ewspapers of t he RCP 
is a perpetuation of virtues and giv e theoretical kind.) 
this error and a justifica- justification to our b ack-
tion of our backwardness i n wardne ss o That must b e our 
that they bow to the av~rage position on the question of 
by setting · ~s. our p i lmary the a dvanced. We must fight 
task, not winning over the eve ry attempt to give , up ori 
advanc ed, but the best of the · the task of winning the v an-
average 0 guard to communism in order 

If we recognize that in to drag our primary work 
every situation there are bc:ckward to winning ove r the 
the ·•advanced·, the intermedi- ;average . 
ate and the backward we can PROPAGANDA IS THE CHIEF FORM 
read Lenin's famous quote OF ACTIVITY " 
from RETROGRADE TREND in a Base d on an incorrect 
corrnnon sense way o There is analys i s of , the question of 
no doubt that Lenin is hol- the advanced, that our pri-
ding up the Weitlings and mary task is to win the 
the Bebels as the most ad- vanguard to communism, LMLU 
vanced--they even elaborate \ cannot in a straightforward 
independent socialist theo- \ way give priority to our 
ries. The r e is no doubt propaganda work ~ They pay 
eithe r thsi,t he is talking a- lip s e rvice to the position 

.,.b.Qyt the reat bulk of full that propaganda is the .sr4 time workers of the Russian chief form of our - activity, 
· · - revoluti nar art -- those but the leading role of pro-

• who devo ·e themselves entire- paganda, work does not clearly 
ly to the education and orga- emerge from their argument 0 
nization f the prole~ariat Instead there· is a t e nde ncy 
and who, h - says, guid~ wor- to belittle the role of Rro-
kers stu<;1y cir7les ~mdi fill · , paganda a nd, as a co:r,se qy{;::~ , 
the t~arist prisons ~nd_place s the mobilizing, organizing 
of exile. _ Th e maJor ity of and tra formin ower of 
~hese would ,ot _elaborabe Marxis - n· ist theor 
indeRendent socialis t t heories Th f' th t - th 
l ike Bebel, but · they a ·e . e irs way a_ ey 

.advanced nonetheless ~ bel~tt e ~r_paganda is ~o 
L - . . " , belittl s scope 0 Th1.s 
enin ~s ~lso s p eaking comes from their view that 

her€: . of .. the vanced_ comin to the advanced, to which pro-
~he fore who are still _su paganda is primarily direc-
Jected to ~he stul tify ing tes · nly a tin strata. 
penal servitude of factory y 
labor. These "real heroes" 1 Secon, they belittle the 
are not full time profession- roe o propaganda in a Bal-
al party workers but never- shevik newspaper. In par­
theless they II p~ssess so much ticular they cri tic~ze the 
character .and will power , newspapers of the Wing as 
they they study, study, st~- bei~g too theoretical and 
dyp and turn themselves into having_too_much ~ro~aganda. 
conscious soc±al Democrats" In their view this is be-
(CW, v.4, P--..28.0). • 7ause the Wing accepts Len-
- ~·li,lli~(!ilJfl in' s "narrow" definition of 

tion there is 1!'0om"-rox-trre··-~- -
1J relatively more a'71..r!.nced, 

the relatively le~ advanced, 
the intermediate and . the 

( process of transform"'at..¼._,on 0 
There's another po.i.nt:·--1),s 

we say in our resolutions oti""­
FACTORY NUCLEI, (THE COMMU­
NIST v.2 #1), "We b ase our­
selves on the industrial pro­
letariat in the large factor-

, ies and mills as the decis ive 
sector .of the revolutionary 
proletariat in regards to 
numbers and concentration, 
breadth of ou,tlook a\nd influ­
ence, and strategic position · 
and fighting capacity to over-

· throw monopoly capitalism. At 
the present ~our whol!l! task 
must be to go lower 1nd deep­
er among the working ;masses 
a~d t<;> ' consolidate our posi-· 
tion in the working class." 
In other words the ta!sk of 
art buildin is to o to 

t e decisive sectors ,of tne 
,ru:o l etariat and .to identif 
the advanced in those situ­
a tions, In those factories 
and mil ls the p-olemic to end 
these debates a.oout who is 
advanced is wri t-Een -in: sweat •. 
And it takes some dry ~ s 
dust "revolutionary" pessi­
mist to think that thel task . 
can ' t b e done or that we are 
d~aling with pnly a ve~y 
tiny stratumo In this i res­
pect our situation is /Little 
different from that of1 th,e 
Bolsheviks: "There are, no 
people -- yet , there ~s a 3.'> mass of peopleo" (WHA'.U IS 
TO BE DONE, (Pek. Ed o ~- 157) 

.. _There are large nufnbers 
of advanced workers in the 
mills and factories of the 
_US and it is our backward­
ness, our inability to reach 
them with Marxism-Leninism, 
and aboue all the theoretical 
justifications of those facts 
that cause some among us to 
think .that the numbers of the 
advanced are tiny. We lack 
experience and winning the 
vanguard is hard .. But "re­
volutionary experience and 
organizatio~ skill are · 

fc'things that can be acquired, 
, provided the desire is there 

to acqu,tre, them, prov:\.ded · 

THE co~ 9.;r ,(~ _ag~ .• l:l 

an advanced worker. They 
write: "After al.]., if the 
main task is to w'in over 
worke rs wh o mee t Lenin~' s . 
definitfon of advanced' worker 
then it makes sense that 
their n e wspapers are written 
as they are, for such wor­

.kers -would be ·· fully capable 
of. grasping the content of 
such articles o " Wrong! It 
does not make sense because 
these newspapers are far, 
far too narrow to me·et the 
needs of the advancedo 
But that isn ' t the. 
thrust of LMLU's Cl!"iticism • 
In their view these news­
papers are not wrong be­
cause they are too narrowp 
but because they are written 
for the advanced and there­
fore could not be grasped 
by the "-best elements" they 
want to work with o Unfor­
tunately this view i~ ano­
ther instance where they 
contradict the views of Len­
in" Compare the passage 
just quoted with Lenin's · 
statement in RETROGRADE 
T~END: "The newspaper that ': 
wants to become the organ · 
of all Russian Socaal Demo­
cracy must, therefore, be ~t 
-the level of the advanced 
workers; · not only must it 
not lower•its level artifi- ' 
cally, but, on the contrary 
it must raise it constantly, 
it must follow up ali the 
tactical, political and theo­
retical problems of world 
Social Democracy." (cw, v.4 

.po 280)0 In Lenin's view a 
newspaper is written· for the 
advapced -- and according to 
his definitiono Furthermore, 
according to Lenin, "The av­
erage worker will not under-

. stand some of the a r ticles 
in a newspaper that aims to 
be the organ of the Party, he 
wiilnot be able to get a full 
grasp of an intricate theore­
tical or practical problemo " 

In othe;t: words, LMLU' s . 
criticism of the news­

papers of the Wing misses 
i ·ts markc { In fact, ·if._. they 
followed Lenin's view that 
a newspaper must be directed 
at the advanced, and then 

Ano ther criticism they 
make of the Wing shows the 
thir way in which the s e 

ades belittle propagan­
da o The y write : "Each of 
the ir n e wspapers .. " " 
i s primarily propaganda. 
Only infrequently do the y 
discuss concre te struggles 
that are occuring (except 
political line struggles 
within the communist move­
ment.) They do not take up 
mass campaigns in the pages 
of the ir newspapers o Rarely 
have the y include d agitation­
al articles." (p. 85). 

This line equates 
agitation with the concrete 
struggl~ and propaganda 
with what is abstract. - However 

b<;>th propaganda and agita~ 
tion are ~mpty and sterile if 
th~y · a7e not a c oncrete ' ap­
plication of Marxism-Leninism 
to concrete eventsc As £en­
i~ makes clear, propaganda -
will · take a concrete /s itua­
tion such as unemploym~nt 
and explain it fully :and 
in detail, while agitation . 
will take a particular inci­
dent or aspect of it '. and 
uses it in order to drouse 
discontent, anger and the 
passion for revolutionary. 
ac_ti_vi ty o 

----------- ' 1/ ~ - ---. : 
PRtIOli-'I TY STILL GOES TO 

GANDA WORK I 
The comrades insist that 

a newspaper in this p e riod , 
should b e primarily agita- , 
tional o We don't disagree b 
with that line, which is put · · 
forward by Lenin in the 
RAFT DECLARATION OF .tSKR°A 

D ZARYA. 

/ 
o a r e .,---.fhat in 

general the agitational wo~k 
of our movement is far too 
narrow -- we do indeed intend 
to build the mass movement. 
But it is important that our 
posit ion on agit ation be sub­
ord inat e t o propaganda work . 
which h as priorit yo our -­
views on agit a t ion must not 
become a cover or justifica­
tion for diverting us from 
he central task of wi~ning 
he advanced to communismo 

,ln WHAT IS TO BE DONE, 
Lenin ' s primary concern was 

'' with raising the level and 
· expand ing .t h e scope o f . bo t h 
_propaganda. and agitation 
_and attack ing a ll those wh o 
would restrict the propa~anda 

__ and agi tati onal tasks of the 
Isk ra organizat ion. He'em­
phasized t h e ne e d for co~­
prehensive -and topical po,- . 
litical exposures that 
treated all the burning ' 
questions of the movement;in 
all their aspecti both. to; . 
raise the consciousness of 
class conscious revolution­
aries and also to guide the 
party and the masse s in re­
volution ary activity o And, 
measured by Lenin ' s ISKRA 
articles, the problem with 
the propaganda and agitation­
al articles in our n ewspapers 
is not only that they are 
not sufficiently topical and 
concrete but als o tha t they 
are not thorough and com- · 
prehensive enough c 

During this period we 
think the work of our press 
ove rall, as with the rest 
of our work, must give pri­
ority to propagandac Thus 
~e think an orga~ization 
such as ours which dbes not 
at this time publish a - theo­
retical journal will place 
a relatively greater empha­
sis in its newspaper on pro-· 
paganda. The line h~re, · 

as Le nin says in the DRAFT 
DECLARATION , is no t a me ch­
a n ical one; but geared t o 
serve- our tasks. 

I n a ddition, we thi nk 
that g i v i ng p rior i ty t o 
propaganda means , above a lI 
recogn i z i ng the l eading r o l e 
o f prop a gan d a a t this t ime 
We c a nnot l ead the 
day to day str uggles . of· the 
masses without consol i dating 
a Bolshe vik c o r e . But i n / 
consolidating such core s , it 
is propaganda which is de ­
cisive and our press mus t 
play the guiding role in that 
·worko For example O we hav e 
an article i n this iss u e of 
THE COMMUNIST on agitation 
in one plant carried o u t a­
r ound t he struggle for t rade 
union democracy . This work 
was base d on a rel a t i v e l y 
low leve l of propaganda and 
small consol idation of the 
advance d forc e s. If i t is 
to go f o rward and e xpand, 
~ roaclening i ~ s s cope to ~ 
l:!?,Cl ude also politcal agi ta­
tion , it will b e on tlie a-
sis of the full consolida- · 

' £ion of a Bolshevik core . 
This dep e nds f irst o f a ll on 
our p r opaganda work and t h e 

·chief f orm o f our acti v i t 
is g eared to that. Any be­
littl ing of our p r opaganda 

~ work in this sphere means 
~ to restr ict the scope of our 

agitation as well, con demn­
ing our work to t a iling the 
trade union movement. Thus 
we must be vigilant against 
any attempt to b e little the 
decisive --role of propaganda 
or divert us to aimless agi­
tation at the workplace and 
in the mass movementc 

In concluding, we call 
the atte ntion of comra de s 
to our party building reso­
lutions which present a cor­
rect v i ew on many of these~ 
questions. -We state that . . 
~ rty building means winni ng · 

he vanguar d t o cfummurtt _ , 
as our cent ral t ask . ~ e _ 
in ere agea y. e erms 
vanguard, advanced, foremost 
representatives and best ele­
ments, and state that we 
must subordinate all our work 
to t h e task o f winning the 
vanguardo :We point out t hat ­
"it is o n the basis of a Bol­
shevik . core that we lay the 
reliable foundation for ex­
panding our political activ­
ity. We then s tate what we . 
mean b y winnin g the vanguard 
o f '. the proletariat to com­
munismo It means winning the 
foremost representatives and 
the best elements o It means 
"mobilizing the experience,. 
revolutionary spirit, and 
selfless devotion of those 
who

1 

show their readiness 
and . ability to serve the 
cause of the working class, 
who prove their ability to 
win the confidence- of the 
masses, who accept communism 
consciously and who devote 
them? e lves entirely to the 
education and oraanization 
of the proletar i i t.N 

Accomplishing this task 
requ!i.res ," a comple te i deo­

- logical and p olitical v ie-
tory, over opportunism, re- · 
visip n i sm, chauv i n i sm, nar­
row n ationalism and all 
manifestations of bourgeois 
ide ology '.' b e cause J:-t is op-

_p o rtunism in all its forms - (_ 
_which k e ep s the advance d of 
the proletari at f rom corrnnu­

_nism and whi c h i s the pri- _ 
· mary obstac e t o ,welding J:ne 
_core. Therefore thP. c)ue f f 
form,_of our activity must b e 
propagandao Other sections 
of the resolu~ionp 
emphasize the need for 
·comprehensi v e p,-li-tical ex­
posu~es ~s the means to 
t rain the mas_SE';!S . and our- · 
selves i n political con­
sciousness and r evolution­
ary activityc 

** 



\ ' SICK-PAY STOLEN FROM _WORKERS 
As decadent imperialism try and especially in the Sout~ The trade-off at CCH ·was 

further declines, the capita- and Southwest, to ban both to give up the first d~y 
lists are strivi ng to streng-_ closed, ai:id union shops. The sick pay. Under the old con-
then those allies who help Taft-Hartly amendment to ·the bract, the worke rs received 
them maintain their pre sent National Labor Relations Act _ one paid sick day per month 
dictatorship over the work ing in 1948 made closed shops il- which they could use to ·g e t 
class and broad masses~ In legal, although they had been · paid for d~ys off due to ill-
recent years we have seen the lawful under the orgihal Wag- ness, this inc.J,.uded their 
resurrection of t_he ugly faces ner Acta In addition, 14 (b) first day-of ·illness. Now, 
of the Nazis, the Klan and of the Taft Hartley Act gave whenever they are ill, they 

~- ·-to the bourgeoisie's chief 
political represen tative in 
Chicago, ·Mayor ·Ri'chard Daley , . 
to pass out $10 1Sribes to 
the workers in the various 
precincts . who had turned out 
the largest- vote for Michael 
Howlett (Daley's cahdidate 
for g_over!ior) " 

the increasingly r eactionary states the right to enact automatically lose one day's 
decisions of the Supreme Court. "right to. work" laws. These - pay. The intensity of labcr In place of the non-struggle 
etc. As Lenin explained in law9 outlaw any form of union at CCH is increasing and. the and class collaborationist pol-
THE TRADE UNION QUESTION, it secur~ty clause. -19 states need for sick pay is greater itics of the trade union bur-
is tbe labor aristocracy who have now passed right to Wbrk than ever before" In the eaucrats, we must put communist 
are the main social props of laws and it is . an important -case of the housekeepers, leadership and a strong, unif-
the bourgeoisie among the issue in the presidential who have -the greatest physi- ied· working class sta!!d in the 
working class movement. In ,campaign that both. candidates cal burden, over a dozen war- unionso Attacks such as the 
advanced · capitalist countries pan_dering to these states, ket s have been sent to the in- loss of sick pay· must be res-
it is- the big trade union- bu:r;. support "right to work," tensive -care un:it in -ehe last olutely opposed. Instead of 
eaucrats who are t he ;bulwark notably the peanut capitalist two -years for heart conditions a accepting half-hearted half- -
of the labor aristocracyo who fronts for the Democratic Because wages have not at -all way measures like the agency 
What has emerged from this are party, Jimmy Ca~ter o k ept up with inflation, most shop which only benefit the_ 
deals made betwe en the union These laws are atternp~ s by wor kers are bre aking even with pocketbooks of the trade union 
leadership and the bourgeoisie the bourgeoisie to create their living expenseso The bureaucrats, we must fi.ght to 
which strengthen -the union safe havens for capitalist . loss of a day's pay is sig- bring all workers into the 
bureaucrats while further un- development in less industri- nificant, and -this recent unions and develop a strong ~ 
de rcuttiwJ ,---the proletariat's ally develop~d areas, particu- decision . is a real attacku rank-and-file movement to kiqk 
power. -"What happened i n Chi- larly in · the Black nation and h . . v- .,.. b . k . of sick the bureacrats out .of leader-
cago at Cook County Hospi tal Southwest. They _say that any . Tis cu __ in~ ac . ship

0 
we must . persevere to 

is a clear exampleu body can work anyplace a nd ~ime ber:i~fJ.ts · i~ oc~urr:-ng build communist cells in the 
In December, 1975, after doesn •_t have to eithe r be ..;. , i n_ all : i ndustries_ a nd is plants and workplaces which 

months of secrecy, John Mille r long to . a union or pay dues~ part of th~ pr~sent assault are the only. means to provi de 
Pre sident of Local 46 ( Service But it i -s an elementary class b~ ~he capitalists 0 '1 the communist leadership in the 
Employee s Internat~onal Union) lesson that an individual living standards of the war­
announced a t entative agree-- worker is powerless against king class 0 The capitaliSt s 
rnent with the gove rning corn- the power of capital. As an hope tha.t the loss of first 
mission (administration) of individual bargaining against day sick pay will force the 

work~rs to come to work even Cook Count~- Hospital, (CCH) n a · company he is nothing. 
Just one week .before Christ- A worker can defend himself when they are sick. · This in-

th 2 ooo · d l k only if he is part of a big_ creases their profits in two mas e over , ·'- war c er. sF way· s: fi r st, less rno_ney is 
Cle.,..ks housekeepers order- strong organization. Cornpar-..... • ' p. aid out _ for sick time ahd, li· es ai"des transporters and ing -wage scales and working 

' ' second, less workers will be dietary_ workers were Eold conditions of highly organi-
they would receive a 5% zeq with unorganized sectors hired to replace th0se who · 
raise over the next three of the workforce makes this are ill u These capitalist 
years, no cost of living obvious. What big capital does bloodsuckers justify this by 
clause, no increase in bene- is to use the ruling class calling s·ick-pay a "privi-
fits and that they would no · ideology of · individualisrn to lege" even as they increase 
longer get paid for their bribe a few into thinking our exploitation, working us 
first sick day 0 In submitting that they _are- getting a "good harder and harde r .. When we 
the vote to the membership, deal·~ and don't need a union are sick, they say we are 
the union chiefs painted it in order to weaken- the many O "abusing our pri vileg.e ,; • Not 
as a great vi<etory and, lying But nobody has the "right to only do we have to pay -cut-
out.rightl y , c lai med t hey -had work " under c api t a l i:sm 0 •• • This rageous ,pri c e s for o~r medi-
won the f i rst ':'cl.9sed shop" "good deal" ·is not the-right cal- care•·to 'these rof it-:..seek -
in the history of public~- to work, but the chance to king enterprises, but ,they 

scab. s eek to even f urther rob us ployee collective bargaining of o'ui income when we have 
in Illinois. · 

With the strengthening of ~ hard times. 
Throughout the history of the trade union bureacr~cy As the capitalists cry 

union struggles in this coun- has_ come the '' agency shop"_. out that "yoU' workers are a-
try, a center of conflict has The agency shop requires e - busing your sick time pri vil-
been closed versus open shops., veryone covered by the union eges" the trade union bureau-
A closed shop means that all contract to pay union dues, crats join in the ghorus 
workers rnust join the union but doesn't require workers like a pack of trained dogb o 
in °rder to g et a job, a nd to join the union. This is At a well attended union 
they must stay in ·the union satisfactory to the bureau- meeting last !\Pril 3, John 
to keep their job. Closed - - crats who are only interest- Miller, president of Local 
shops were won after long and , ed in more rno:iey to fatten 46, proved t hat h e serves his 
hard struggles and are a their per sonal salarie s and capitalist masters wellu This ' stronger . form or organization ,· 

ben.efits o ~ecause the y r ely so-called "leader" had the for the working .class, expres~ l ' on bourgeois lega ity, arbi- gall to hysterically lash out sing the leadership of the ad- 'k 1 tration and ·no-stri e causes, - at the workers blaming them vanced and intermediate wor- · -
they are not interested in in- not the capitalists, for the 

kers over tp.e back~ara. .workers• creased active membership in loss of the first. day sick 
It is a form of organization the unions 0 They are indif- pay

0 
Sounding like a ?OSS 

which helps to undermine the f e rent to the increased-cyni- he accused the worke rs of a-
abi lity of the capitallsts to c isrn this promotes among the busing their p rivilege, of 
bribe a section of the wor- backward workers - and to the - taking off too many Mondays 
k ers to keep them out of the fact that the capitalists of- and Fridays o He th~n threa-
unions o In these struggles ten take advantage of the tene d them with doing nothing 
many worke rs als o won union c ynicism to promote decerti- about impending layoffs and 
shops whic_h mean that ever y ficati6n votes that destroy even s aid h e · would not ask 
employee has to join a _union unions o This agency shop for a raise in their next 
within 30 days of .being hire1: does exist among public em- contract if they , continued' to 
But after the many successful ployees in Hawaii and Michi- -call in sick in the same way. 
union drives in the l930's, ~ gan and has always been Then afte r this scum had fin-
the bourgeoisie launched a brought in as part of a trade- ished his ravings, he pro-
campaign throughtout the coun- off for a rna ·or concession. ceeded with a st le s· .·1ar 

unions. 

The bourgeoisie attempts 
to spread one victory over a 

·section of the class to the . 
entire class o This is why it 
is important for workers to 
unite across union lines to 
defeat any attempt by the 
bourgeoisie to increase their 
attacks on workers. After the 
victory over the members of 
Local 46, the .. administration 
then told the non-union wo:r::-k­
e rs they would lose their 
f i rst two days of sick pay 
until they had accumulated 
t:wo years worth . o f "...si'cl{ pay. 
They are now threatening 
Loca l 1111, t h e workers at 
_0ak -Fo1=est -~Ho sp:i:tal in · I:;oc·a Jc- --
73 and the profess.ionals 1 

such a s the nurse s, with the 
same attacku 

· At CCH it is necessary to 
face reality and realize that 
the attacks · are going to con­
tinue and must be faced head 
on u For example, . there is in­
creasing talk that the Govern­
ing Commission is going to 
replace- the entire house~keep­
ing s taff with a contract ser­
vice. It is our task to expose · 
the complicity of Miller and 
his fellow bourgeois-agents in 
these attacks, and organize 

_against them, carefully plan­
ning out each step of the bat- · 
tle o Whe n the contract reopens 
next May the entire workforce 
must be prepared. At the pres­
ent time, as we c;:arry out e.x­
posure and develop. .organization 
against the trade union bureau­
crats and in defense of the 
class in its· economic strug­
gles against the capitalists, 
~tis necessary to demonstrate 
on ' a daily basis -the .need for 
the proletariat to build its 

. own political organization, a 
new communist partyo 

5 
The right to str?ke is an Miners Wildcat ver Righr ro Sr.rike! -

gin:-a,. Ohio., ~ennsylvania, Arnol·d Miller, the suppo- . _ Th7s w'?rkE!r spoke the tru~h. 
essential weapon of the work­
ing class o In the present cap­
italtst crisis this right is 
corning under incre asing at­
tack as the bourgeoisie seeks 
to strait-jacket the struggles 

· of worke rs u This issue has be­
come an object of sharp class 
strugglP. u On one side are the 
capi talists , the courts, £ed­
e r al arbitration agencies and 
the labor bureacrats like 
Meany and Miller who perch 
l i ke vultures on the top of 
the t rade uniohs u On the other 
side are th~ millions of rank­
and-fi~e workers u The right to 
strike lies at the heart of 
the recent wild-cat strike 
that included 105,000 coal 
miners thro~ghout West Vir-

Ill3..nois, ~n.diana anel. Colorado a sedly II liberal"" p :reside nt of The mine workers have a -glori- . 
. The str7ke began . at . G7ac~ the · UMW, opposed the strike ous history of :lass struggle. 

Min~ No u3 in West -Virginia i n from. the very beginning
0 

A They were t~e first pU:cessful 
a dispute between the Cedar true member of the labor ar- union organized on an industry 
Coal Comp~ny an~ Local 1759 istocracy, .he, cle arly sided wide bapis ~n~ were .the main-
of the United Mine Workers with the mine ownersu More stay and originators of the 
(UMW). The strike b egan eight and rnore ··mine workers are now CIO, where they aided other · 
loca l mines, .but when a court recognizing that he is a wolf workers to form industrial 
injunction was brought against in sheep ' s clothing. At a unionso They have won their 
the striking workers, . fining meeting on August lO, this battles through .persistent re-

. Local 1759 $50,000 plus interchange between a rank- liance on their strength exer-
$25,000 for each ~ay of the and-file miner and Miller took cised through strikeso In 1965 
strike, miners throughout the place·i "You say you disagree alone there were 1,139 strikes 
country joined the West Vi:r- ~ with what we're doing?" the in the 'mines" Now Miller, who 
ginia miners in rn.i,li tant sol- angry miner asked Mi-ller. 11 I rari .for office as a reform 
idarity" It_ was a stirring disagree with the means yoti candidate, is uniting with~ the 
example of working class unity use to accomplish your goals", capitalists and the governement _ 
and strength" 105,000 workers Miller· answered. The worker to put a stop to this militant 
stood steadfast against the responded,"You•re fighting class ·struggle 0 He and his 
governernnt's court-ordered us now

0 
You're on their side"." fellow bureacrats have initi-

attacks on the miners I right · ' 
to strike

0 
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TRADE UNIONDE'1110CRACY AND OUR TASKS 
. The Workers Congress has , The tighter the 

correctly defined the cen- bourgeoisie come down on the 
tral task of. party building working people, the more it 
to build a genuine revolu- is reflected in the role 
-tionary COJIIIIUilist party, to union mis.,-leaders play to-
win the vanguard of the wards the working class. It 
proletariat to communism .. · is essential that communists 
We also hold that accomplish- and advanced workers take up 
ing this task requires a · the struggles for union de-
complete i~eological _and mocracy in an effort to play 
political victory over op- a leading role in the ' day to 
portunism, revisionism, e- day struggles of the prole-
conomism, chauvinism, nar- tariat " 
row-nationalism and all man-~ 
ifestations of bourgeois SHOULD COMMUNISTS WORK IN · 
ideology. More recently the ·_ REACTIONARY TRADE .UNIONS? ·. 
Workers Congress put forth If we are to effectively 
the task of preparing for prepa~e for war, we must 

th~ situation .. Communists 
must play a role in explain­
ing the union contracts " 
Most trade unions will give a 
new union member a package of 
materials, which includes · 

war (see THE COMMUNIST v.2, take up the difficult and 
#5). protracted task of. work in 

all unions, including the 
reactionary trade unions, 

•the contract, upon . joining 
the union, bub they will not 
assist them in using this 
information to ' their benefit . 
Communists must p!_ay a lead- . 
ing ro~e in strikes, commu­
nists should work to be shop 
stewards, colilllittee men and 
hold all other posts in the 
union to pr9vide influence in 
the p.1.--,:,letarian struggle. 
This calls- for diversified 
work in the form of propa- · 

..f' ganda and agitation. Organi­
zationally. this calls for . 
secret work. that is the 
need to develop cores and 
nuclei. We must see the 
vicious role of the union r 

Our analysis shows that we 
'have put forward the slogan 
Raise the Banner of Civil War 
'l'herefore, our task in an 
inter-imperialist war ~s to 
turn an imperialist war in­
to a civil war against our 
own bourgeoisie. 

because the last .two world 
wars show that the bourgeoisie 
would- not have ·been able to 
influence the .proletariat 
with bourgeois nationalism 
and "p,at~iotism• without the 
support of the ref-0rmist 
trade union leaders and so-

But, to give genuine Bol­
shevik leadership to the 
masses, we must have a par­
ty based on a ·strong granite 
foundation with close ties 
with the masses, able to 
support and lead every out­
break and protest, having 
stability, energy and contin. 
uity' of the political strug-

·. gle, providiri'g all-around 
comprehensive political ex­
posure as. the chief means 
in training ourselves .and 
the masses in revolutionary 
activity. 

. TRADE UNION WORK AND DEMOC;. 
RACY 

In order .to pr~pare for 
war, we must take Up the . 
various struggles of the . 
class as a whole. This means 
struggle for reforms and 
struggle for democracy in 
general. What is the rela­
tion between trade union 
work and the struggle for dem­
ocracy? Lenin brings £9rth 
that imperialism is the ne-

. gation of democracy in its 
hoJDe and foreign policy. 

·Therefore, .iq>erialism turns 
democracy into an illusion, 
though at the same time it 

·engenders deniocratic aspira­
tions among the ~sses. It 
is the duty Of every COlllllUJli• ­
nist to struggle for democ­
racy, that is to utilize the 

·struggle for democracy to 
· struggle for socialism. This 
· is an important aspect on 
seeing the relationship be­
tween capitalism and democ- · 
racy, between socialism and 

.· democracy·, . It becomes ob­
vious why in the bourgeoise's 
effort in preparing for war 
in its arms build-up, there 
must be a corresponding ef­
fort to take away democratic 
rights of the masses of . wor­
king people and to disarm 
them politically and ideo­
logically as with the policy 
of "detente". 

This is vividly reflected · 
in the trade union struggle.­
We can clearly see the .con:­
.nection betweeri imperialism 

,· .and the negation of ' democ- · 
racy. In recent times, 
union ~rs have been 
ousted out of unions for 
struggling against union of­
ficials: in certain hospital. 
unions ~>workers have been · 
brutai1y' beaten up and 
tlirOWJ;1?,qut of union meetings. 
In the\ Onited Steel Workers 
of Ame°tica, we have witnessed 
the rig~t to strike taken a­
way. _'l:'tiere are countl~ss 
exanple~ of sell-out union 
leadei::,ii'.,:'!fflO · betray the wor-
king ,qJc\'ss O , 
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' . cial democrats. 
,.- ' . 

It: will be impossible to win · 
the Vi:1Jl9Uard \o communism . 
and prepare . for war if we do 
not actively take up the dif­
ficult task of work in the 
trade unions and win the wor­
kers over to the side of 
conmunism and take the lead­
ership of the ' trade . union~ in 
the course of our work. But, 
the question arises, what 
does trade union work entail? 
What are all the aspects of 
trade union work? How do we 
combine the economic struggle 
with the politics of socia- : 
lism? · · We must take into ac­
count each aspect of trade 
union work, each industry, 

. each field of production and 
work for the developmept of 
tactics in each pl}ase o-f 

.. work. As Marx . says, "Large 
scale industry concentrates 
in one place a crowd of peo­
ple unknown to one another" 
Competition divides their 
interests" But the mainten~ 
ance of wages, t]:tls conwnon 
interest which they have a~ 
gainst their boss. 1.1,Qites·· 
them in a · comnon tho.ught of 
resistance --combination. . • • . 

- Combinations, at tirst iso-
lated, constituting th~ 

. selves into groups. " • and in 

I 
face of always united capi- .. 
tai, the .maintenance of the 
association becomes mo~e ne­
cessary to them (ie., the 

.workers) than that of wages • • 
In this struggle--a vertita-
ble civil war--all the ele­
ments . necessary for a coining 
battle unite and develop • . 
On~e it has reached this 
point, association takes a 
political character. " (Lenin 

'Selected Works, Vol. l page 
f:4-55). By taking up these 

economic st~ggles, we are 
training the workers to act 
in their own interest and to 
distinguish the role of the 
sell-out trade union leader~ 
ship. ~ut, does it mean you ' 
are economist if you take up 
economic struggles of the 
working class? Lenin makes 
this clear. "Hence, it fol-
1.ows that social-democrats 

leaders ·and the bourgeois~e 
who have and will. move on 
conwnunists in the work place . 
There are many ~xisting claui­
.ses in certain union consti­
tutions preventing C011111Unists 
from hol,.ding· positions in 
the union. This only shows 
tbat the bourgeoisie and the 
courts, etc., w~ll stop at 
nothing in suppressing the . 
,-,orkers, and especially com-
munists and even preventing· 
them from joining the unions. 
This is why we must combine 
legal and illegal methods in 
this . work. That will facili­
tate our goal. Lenin says, 
"There need be no doubt that 
those gentlemeni the "lead- . 
ei;-s" of opportunism will re­
sort to every trick of bour­
gois diplomacy, to the aid 

.of bourgeois governments, 
the priests, the police, and 
the courts, to prevent commu­
nistsjoiningthe trade unions, 
to force them out by every 
means, to make their work in 
the trade unions as unplea-. 
sant as possibl.e, to insult, , 
bait and persecute them. We 
must be able to withstand all 
this, _to agree to ail and 
every sacrifice and even if . 

,need be, to · resort to vari­
ous stratagems, artifices, · il­
legal methods, to evasions 
and subterfuges, only ~o as 
to get into the trade unions, 
to · remain in- them and to car­
ry on conmunist work .within 
them at all costs.• (LEf'.T­
WI~ . COMMQl,IISM, AN INFANTILE 
DISORDER ,1>age 46-47) . 

There are many examples of 
collaboration of union lead­
ers and company ·bosses that 
have isolated and kicked out 
communists from the work 
place. In many ca:Jes, th.is 
could have been prevented 
if the work would have been 
carried on in .a secret or 

.. illegal method. This is im­
perative ·that we take up 
~his. kind of .. work-, . especially 
in l~ght of war and reaction­
a.:y measures like the s-l 
Bill~ . 

TAKING UP THE ECONOMIC STRUG­
GLE 

not only must not confine them­
. selves entirely to the eco­

nom:i.c struggle: they must not 
even ·allow the organization 

We ? an give an example 9f 
working in one reactionary 
union in a company that is 
part of a large monopoly cor­
poration. There have been 
frequent layoffs and attempts 
to "cut costs." This has · 
~ant workers doing more than 
one man's job. In spite of 
these conditions, the workers 
have to pay the price, earn­
ings were $2~.9 million in 
the first quarter of 1976~ 
This represents a 3 .. l percent 

of ~anomic exposure~ to be-
. . come · the predominant part of 

their activities . We must 
actively take up the poli­
tical education of the wor­
king class and the-. develop­
ment of its political con­
sciousness." (WITBD page 70}. 

increase over the first quar­
er earnings in 1975, which . 

But what is some of the i ere $24.2 million, compared 
work that most workers and \1 1974. First quarter ear-
cormmmists are involved in ngs in 1976 showed a 12.l 
and how should they influence rcent increase" While wor-

~ers ar.e lai d off, the com­
pany boasted .about their pro- · 
fit_s. Speedup, has meant 
more worke rs i n j ur ed . There 
was· a reactionary rule ·the 
company implemented that _if 
a worker were. injured three 
times in a year, he would be 
subjected ~o dismissal, be­
cause the company doesn't 
want to pay the increased in­
surance premiwns, since this 

.cuts into their profits. But 
· there is a direct connection 
in the speed-up and injuries 
on the jobo But, instead, 
the company would dismiss a 
worker as a result of these 
injuries. Some '«>rkennave 
kept quiet about their injur­
ies, fearing that it would go 

. against their record. There . 
is constant harrassement by 

· the foreman. and the · company' 
has fired workers for just 
speaking up to the foreman. 

· .While t:his situation h,as gone 
on for years, the union -has 
done v_,ery little in this re-• 
gard. ' The only time you 
would see the -representatives 
was when he was coll~ting 
union. dues. There have been 
many- cases of discrimination 
~ainst Black and Mexican 
wo~kers, which the .union re­
fuses to deal with. 

'l'here was an effort to deal 
with this situation. There 
was not even~ shop steward 
in the plant . So several of 
us workers went to the union 
and stated we needed a shop 
steward. They said that we 
had the_union representative 
and that he is serving as a 
union -steward and therefore 
we didn't need one . We a­
gain made the motion -at the 
union meeting in the form of­
a proposal i n" writing " We 
felt that we needed some 
union representation on the 
job, for the company bosses 
would fire workers and when 
the representative would 
come two or three days later 
to take up the matterp the 
company would consolidate 
their position by distorting 
the charges against .the wor­
ker and using "stool pigeons" 
to say that the worker was 
doing this or that. More­
over, when workers would be 
brought into the office for 
certain "warnings", they 
would not be accompanied by 
a steward or ' someone to stanci!· 
as witness in his behalf" 
This often meant workers 
would be intimidated or · 
threatened with firing if 
they µidn't suanit to the 
company" So, when the union 
was presented with this pro­
posal on the floor, they 
said they would appoint one u 
But, first they would have 
to take it .up with ~he exe~u­
tive boardu Illl8gine some­
thing t hat the union should 
automatically consent to, it 
had to take it to a "higher 
body"u After stalling for a 
few weeks, they finally a­
greed to this o But, they 
were going to appoint them, 
We said we wanted an election. · 
They rejected th{s because 
they said that some "stool 
pigeons" might get elected. 
This was a move to prevent 
the more militant and advan­
ced workers from being elect­
ed" But, even considering 
that, if the union would ap­
point someone, wouldn't ·it 
be logical to appoint the 

,workers who consistently 
lead the struggles for the 
shop steward and who drew up 
and present~ the proposal" 
But, by their standards, we 
were too unruly, we -would be 
to vocal, too out-spoken " The 
union representative even 
tried to disuade us by saying 

CONTINUED ON P.AGE 11 



- TOWN BATTLES FO~, STRIKING. WORKER~ 
On June l, 1976, L U.E o . 

worke rs· at t _he Copeland Cor­
poration pl,anb-~n Sidney,_ Ohio, 
got fed up· with ~he barga1n­
ing efforts of their union 
and staged ~ ·_ w.:j,ldca,t strike • . 
The labor bureauczats r e ­
fused to back the strike and 
the . workers returned to work 
and .took an official vote to 
strike on June 12 , 1976 0 

After the wildcat strike 
the compan y picked out 13 
workers as leaders of the. 
strike and dismissed themo 
When the workers set up their 
picket lin es for the official 
strike- the- company again re­
fused 'to recognize the strike 
and continued production- with 
400 non-union employ ees. The 
company then informed the 
strikers that they would not 
receive their vacation pay~ ~ 
The workers b@eame ·· angry an~t 
organize,;! cl-. Il!ass 0 picket .at,,r. c, 
the plant gq.t;ea , ,: T!;i._e , c;:qmpany 
then we;nt , irpmed;iat e;t.y ,to th~ ­
courts - ~ .d- obta_fn.i p. .an fnjUQ-C­
tion against · the mass picket-· 
ing , and the workers were 
ordered to set up 2 picketers 
per gate o The .workers refused 
and sat on the ground with 
joined arms. The local police 
who had been called on the 
scene began to spray the 
workers with higp pressure 
water hoses, and swing 
their billy clubs o One .woman 
worker was picked of,t,the 

MINERS FROM P , 9 
ated a program with the Bitu­
minous Coal Operators Associ­
ation, an ,;prganization- of mine 
owneJ:?s, ; in-. cobperatibp ·wd..th 
the dii;:ector·· o f , the:, Fede:i:;al 
Media:t~on.,-and-. Conciliation 
Se rvice, to ·11 trairt " the work­
ers to use a grievance proce ­
dure rathe r than s trikes t o 
s e ttle loc al disputes o· Like 
the Experime ntal Negotiating 
Agreement in steel,_ this is an 
attempt to rationalize and 
v e il the ope n clas s antagon­
isms that exist between the 
wo rkers a~d the c apitalis t 

__ ownp_r.s -·· .J--ix i s , ,pa:tSt~ .the · · 
present attempt by the bour­
geoisie to maintain strict 
discipline over the working 
class due to preparation for 
another impe rialist waro The 
mining industry is crucial 
because of the important role 
coal plays in providing 

UNION DEMOC~ · FROM P a 10 , 
J~ --~l-~-•W ?.- --~; /.J.:0'.-1 ·· ~}.-1 ~ 
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whoever_ the'. ,:;,teward would be· . 
had "better know the contract" , 
The union finally picked two 
of the most backward elements 
with the collaboration of 
the company. We know 
this because the foremen 
were the ones who asked these 
workers to be the stewards a 
One steward didn't even want 
the job, but the union and 
the company persuaded him to 
take the job. , The union and 
the company both agreed on 
these selections. One ste­
ward didn ' t even have a 
copy of tn~ cqntract'; it had ; 
to be furnished_ by one of 
us. Also, the union gave np. 
booklets, no contracts, no 
constitution, no grievence 
reports or nothing to the 
stewards. They were simply 
just appointed. All see the 
true role of the union lead­
ership and their collabora 
tion with the company o Many 
work e r s saw the absence of 
unio n democracy , l ike not e ­
ven being able t o e l ect the ir 
own s h op s tewarda All o f 
thi s can be connected to the 
powerful influence of the 
bourgeoisieover the workers 
through their labor l i euten­
a n ts and this is exactly why 
manv workers do not a ttend 
the - u'nr6ri 'meetings, because . -~ _ 
they hav'~' nci" r o>J:e" _,in pa-rti--:- ,, -· . 

• • _:t'.:. " _-,,.,f_..; ••:J' ;,J ( ; , ,, • ? .. : ~ .·.],, '•• 

cipat1.0n , , a.%f: 4:i .~.SU,~i'l.+R.,n 3;-~., i -1., 
s uppre sse d,. ,,. 1'vo"r~e rs ;do .not . 
fee l t h ey can play a rol e , 
s o they are not s t i mulat ed t o 

' 

ground with billy clubs under 
her arms and she rece·i ved 
back injuries. Other workers 
we re brutalized by the police. 
The y were taken to jail in 
horse vans and trucks. 

When the people of Sidney 
h e ard about the arrest they 
assemble d downtown at the po­
lice station 2,000 to 3,000 
strong o When they saw the po 
lice bring the strike rs out of 
the van in damp clothing to be 
taken to jail, the y became 
angry and started throwing 
rocks and bottle s at the po­
lice station. The police 
blocked off a six square mile 
area of the town and declared 
a state of police emergency · 
and started using tear gas and 
dogs to bre ak up the crowd. 
More than 300 police were · 
called in from all of the 
su.rrounding counties a The po­
lice began ·arresting anyone 
in s .ignt. 'Afte r the riot the 
people i~ Sidney collected 
over $,2 , 000 by 4 a omo the 
n e xt morning and all the 
strikers and the ir supporters 
were out of jail before the 
day endedo 

The Sidney Ohio plant em­
ploys over 2,500 workers of 
which 50% are womeno It has 
been said that the corpora­
tion controls over 85% of 
Sidney. The corporation 
made over 137 million dollarsc 
gy for war production and be­
cause it is such a k e y link -
to o ~her impqrtant industr,ies 
such as .steel on which the 
productiqn -of arm~~nts de-
pend$. ~ 

" Miller is attempting to _ 
e x e rcise c omple t e cor1t-i::0J. 

·ov,-:! ·,· ::~1>.'! locals in the UMW, 
curtailing their right to 
strike ove r local grievances. 
This would replace direct 
action by the workers with 
lengthy and costly arbitra­
tion cases and griTvances 
tha~ usually are decided in 
favor of tp.e:_cal)~t ~ l _ists_o ... 
But~l n e ~present · courageous · 
strike shows that the workers 
will wage a b itter struggl.e 
a~ainst this class collabor-
ationist plot. -

The mine workers are 
playing a -vanguard role in 
their fight for contract 
clauses that ive the lqcals· 

a en. is is were e 
advanced and communists must 
play a key, leading rolea 
They must be able to find 
practical solutions to pro­
blems, they must use any and 
every example the workers 
face. in the work place, and 
the world and the country, 
and provide political educa­
tion, drawing the connection 
between the worker's lack 
of rights in the unions and 
the role of imperialism, to 
show how the bourgeoisie is 
more concerned about waging 

· a war than providing jobs for 
the working class and showing 
how the bourgeoisie is pre­
paring for war at the expense 
of the workers and -relying on 
their labor lieutenants o 

WINNING THE ADVANCED TO COM­
MUNISM 

Comrades, the work on the 
question of winning the ad­
vanced to communism has suf­

. fered in the past in regards 
to the work in the plants. 
Number one, it was a failure 
to take up the work o n a day 
to day basis, and ~ v e n when 
the r e we r ~ a ttempt s ,_ t h ey 
were not consistent. While 
on · a e veqr d a y · basis 
there was: p o li d i.cal e cluca­
t i on done' among ' some workers, 
the re wer e no practi cal tasks 
taken up ~n order to unite 
the workers a r ound d iffer­
e nt que stions " _Also, there 
was a fa:Llure t9 identify 
the advanc ed:, a ' failure. to 
adhere to the ieninist me ­
thod of leaders~ip to uni t e 
with the advance d a At f irst 
we .used the rationale that 

in profit afte r buying 5 n ew 
plants i n the Ohio are a o 

The spontanequs actions of 
the Cope land workers represent 
the growing con sciousness of 
worke rs a ll over the country 

·due ·to the d e v e loping capi-
talist crisis o This consci­
o u sne ss is developing in op­
position to the class collab­
orationist labor bureaucrats, 
and Sidne y is a good example . 
The wildcat strike, the mass 
picke ts and demonstrations 
took place mostly without 
the support of the I.U.E. 
Whe n the bure aucrats saw that 
they could not stop _these 
events they offered s 2 me 
pieceme al support. One sig­
nificant factor concerning 
the events was the important 
x:ole of women employees. 
They helped to organize the 
strike and are playing an ac­
tive' role in it o They have 
been~ fundamental in tracking 
down company warehouses in 
other pa~ts of Ohio to set up 
pick~ts. )µJ.othe:r:: significant 
fa~~or_ is t_jie µnity _of ,.the 
workers·· in respo!?,s_e to tlle 
ev@ ts _,in S_i _g.ney, the I _.U.E. 
workers received ~pleges of 
support from over 5 , 000 wor­
kers in the midwest, such as 

. Chiq1g~, _De_t~o_i _t,_ ~incinnati, 
and other areas. These wor­
kers have offered to join the 
Sidney workers in Ohio in ' ··, 
the right to strike over loc­
al issue s. This struggle must · 
receive the utmost support 
from workers across the 
·country ;, A victory for the 
mineworkers would be key to 
preaking open the developing 
struggle of the steelwork ers 
against the ENA and would be 
a bulwark against no-strike 
deals in other industries. 

The unity of the mine­
workers forced the government 
to back down, cancel the fines 
and even forced it to order 
the Ced~r Coal Company to re­
hire. s--;i..x 'c.>-rkeJ.-s f--i,r--Q'1 for 
l ·e 2ri1i:itg -:-th~ strike. ·rt was -: a 
victory that revealed the 
emptines s of ,Miller's sell-out 
program. ·In opposition to the 
capitalists, their bourgeois 
state apparatus and their 
stooges, the trade union bur­
eaucrats, the working class 
has again raised the banner 
there were no "advanced" at 
the planta There a~e two 
basic errors in this, one, 
it failed to. see the prlrtci-

\

ple laid down by Mao that in 
any group of people there 
will be ·the advanced, inter­
mediat.~ __ apo. }?ac~a:i:-d. This 
is a , fwidamental teaching 
that must _be _adhere.d to _at _ 
all ti.mes in__ eyery phase of 
our work. Secondly, it 
failed to realize that to win 
the advanced is no easy mat­
ter, it is not an overnight 
thing. It was this difficult 
ta£k. that we have often fail­
ed to work toward consistent­
lyo ' As a result · of seeing 
this error, we began to con­
centrate on the advanced ancf 
were able to .win them to a 
study group, reading THE 
COMMUNIST and working in ·the 
union with themo This show­
ed the connection between 
o u r work and M-L theory. 
Also this effort confirmed 
the correctness of uniting 
with the advanced and rely­
i ng on them in carrying out 
work to win the intermedi­
ate and backward elements o 
The r e is no othe r me ans to 
g ain a nd build connect.ions 
with the c las's without win­
n i n g the v ang·uar d to o u r 
side--it i s through them 
that we will b e able to unite 
t h e broade r mas s es o f workers1 
THE I SKRA PLAN AND NUCLEI 

.I n thi s p eriod of p art y 
building and p rep arat ion 
f or war, we must carry o u t 
the traini ng 0f ours e l ves 
and the worke rs and masses 
to r e spond to. t heir tasks 
to carry out ~of k in t he 

I 

·?-

their struggle .against the 
company and the courtso The 
important lesson that the 
workers are learning is that 
they cannot rely on the bur­
eaucr ats, the courts and the 
police . in waging their eco­
nomic struggle. One worker 
summed up the militant actions 
as follows: 

"All we have are our numbers. 
We . don't have police on our 
side, we don't have the courts 
on our side. Just our numbers." 

This militant action by 
workers brin~s forward many 
lessons to our class " The 
role of the state and labor 
bureaucrats as weapons in the 
hands of the capitali.sts was 
exposed. The tremendous mil­
itancy and initiative of the 
masses should be a powerful 
incentive for communists to 
intensify their efforts to 
bring into these movements the 
science of Marxism Leninism 
to guarantee that these battles 
become part of the overall 
struggle of . the international 
wor~ ing class aimed at the 
complete overthrow of imper­
ialist rule, 

of class struggle and cour­
ageously upheld their right 
to strike! 

The Workers Congress (Marx­
ist-Leninist) has raised the 
slogan "Go Deeper into the 
Industrial Masses" o We do 
this in order to carry out 
our task of winning the ad­
vanced to communism, of 
building communist nuclei in 
the factories and giving 
communist leade~ship in the 
trade unions. Only in this 
way can class consciousness, 
socialist consciousness, be­
come __ an_ i l\t-e~a-.1 pa[t" Of_ the 
working class movement. 
Only in this way can the 
working class movement con­
sciously move forward and 
consolidate its victories, 
moving forward to the final 
overthrow of' the capitalist 
system. 

tra e unions a The Leninist 
trend must work toward 
building factory nuclei o 

The main tasks of factory 
nuclei must be to forge 
strong and close connections 
with workers in the factoryo 
All workers must realize that 
the nuclei exist and react 
immediately to every event 
in the factory and country. 
Every manifestation of dis­
content, every grievance, 
every occasion for factory 
and political exposure must 
be utilized in order for the 
nuclei to gain leadership 
of the defense of the daily 
interests of the working 
class ; To provide this lea~ 
ership, the establishment of 

·plant-wide nuclei and the 
widest variety of factory 
organizations is essential. 
Directing the work of frac­
tions in the trade unions and 
other mass organizations is 
particularly important for 
establishment of close con­
nections with the working 
masses a . 

The Leninist trend must 
work to gain hegemonism in 
the trade unions and wi n the 
prole tariat to the side of 
commun ism and the immediat e 
str uggle for union d emo c rac y . 
T~is way we wi ll be s trengt­
heni ng our i n flue nce i n our 
class and pre venting the 
un ion misle ade rs , revision­
i s t s and social-chauvinists 
from de c e iving the pro l e tar­
iat and bring the prole t ari a t 
up i n the fighting pos i t i on 
of civil wa _!'."" 
PREPARE FOR WAR!!!! 
UNITE THE LENINIST TRE..~ D!!! 
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· Focus ,Of 3rd World Struggle 

New Democratic Revolution: Part One 
The . question of a correc t 

line on .the Th~rd World is 
of decisive importance be­
cause the people and · coun­
tries of the Third Wor ld are 
today the main forc e combat­
ting the exploi tation, ag­
gression and hegemonism o·f 
the two superpowerso Th ey 
are the main fo~ce moving 
the wheel of world history 
forward. As a result, our 
preparation aga1nst a new 
i nter-imperialist world war 
i s ins·eparably connected to 
the battle for national lib­
eration and i ndepende nce in 
the Third World agains.t im­
perialism and social imperi­
.alism. I n f act . what Lenin 
says is that the connection 
between the civil war of the 
proletariat and the national · 
liberation movements charac­
t erize s our epoch: 

"The social revolution 
can come only i n the form of 

\ 

an epoch in which are com­
bined civil war by the pro­
letariat against the rour-:-

\ 

geoisie in the advance d 
countries and a whole series 
of democratic and revolution­
ary movements, including the 
national liberation movement, 
in the . undeveloped, backward 
and oppressed nations o" (A 
CARICATURE OF MARXISM AND 
IMPERIALIST ECtlNOMISM, Lew, 
Vo 23, P o60) 

No revolutionary can be­
little either the one or the 
othero For this reason we 
combat every opportunist dis­
tort ion of a corr ect line on 
the Third Worldo . In parti­
cular we fight tooth and 
nail every effort of modern 
revi sionism to pr etend that 
the USSR i s a ''natrur al ally" 
of the Third World 'and that 
its efforts at . superpower 
hegemonism are examples of 
"proletarian internationa-. . 
lisrn" or that the countries 
and the peoples of the Third 
World should rely on this 
false friend for their lib­
eration and independence ra­
ther than on their own ef­
fortso The USSR is a "natu­
ral ally" which has done no'-' 
thing but sow division and 
dissension 1binding the Third 
World hand and foot to its 
own imperialist schemes for 
exploitat_ion' and ,OpJ>ression 0 

rel y on to understand t he 
r ole of the Third Wor l d and 
t o combat ever y manuver of 
i mpe r i alism qr soc ial imperi­
alism, old line .r eaction or 
modern r evis{onismo 

We need to understand New 
Democracy in lorde r to get a 
good grasp on the united 
front we forge with the p eo­
ples of the ~orld against 
imperialism, jsocial imperial­
ism, modern ~evisionism and 
all reactiono! 

I 

THE NEW DEMOORATIC REVOLUTION 
BELONGS TO THE PROLETARIAN 
SOCIALIST WOF¥,D REVOLUTION 

'· 
The first point is that 

the movements: of the Third 
World for nati onal libera­
tion and independence, though 
bourgeois dembcratic in char­
acter o not eon to the 
o ld category 9f bou~ s-­
·aemocra ic revo u ions iR"e 
.the Frencfi Revo ution of -
1789 but to a new cat ory_ 
of bour eois democratic re­
volutions which forms a part 
of the pro e tarian socia 1st 
world revolutiono Mao writes: 

r . 

"the first imperialist 
world war and the f irst vic­
torious soci alist revolution 
the October Revolution, have 
changed the whole course of . 
world history and ushered in 
a new eraoo ooin this era, any 
revolution in a colony or 
semi-colony that is directed 
against imperialism, i oe., a­
gainst the international bour 
geoisie or international cap­
italism,: no longer comes 
within the old category of 
the bourgeois democrat ic 
wor ld revolution, but within. 
the new cat egoryo It is no 
longer par t of the old bour­
geois, or c ap i t a l i st, world 
revolution, but is part of 
the new world r evolution, the 
proletarian'.""socialist world 
revolutionc" · 

Mao goes on to explain 
that although such a revolu­
tion is still fundamentalq 

ur eois democratic ~n _its ­
social character d.!!!:.ing its 
first stage, and ·although its · 
objective mission i s to clear 
a path for the development 
of capitalism, it can no lon­
ger establish a capitalist 
socie y un er ur teeis ic­

We fight equally all those taters i t an is no onger 
who, wnether consciously or . l e d byte ¥ urgeoi sie 0 

unconciously, lend support ~eref ore, fhis revol ution 
to the USSR because, under · ~ ctually_serves ~he P1:1rpose 
the phony signboard of soci~ Y3.,~f clearing a still wider 
alist, it takes up the strug- pat1:1 f>r t~e development of 
gle against the most hated socia ism 0 

andmost thoroughly exposed 
imperialism in the world, us 
imperialismo Soviet efforts 
to displace UoSo influence 
and control spring from its 
own imperialist interest in , 
a redivision of superpower 
spheres of influenceo In 
this situation, Lenin ' s 
teaching from SOCIALISM AND 
WAR applies: 

"It is not the business of 
~ socialists to help the young­
. er and stronger robber oo~to 

plunder the older and over­
gorged robbero" 

ON NEW DEMOCRACY 

In 1940 Mao Tsetung wrote 
ON NEW DEMOCRACY to guide the 
national liberation movement 
in China against imperialist 
aggression. He wrote to dem­
onstrate the connection be­
tween the Chinese Revolution 
and the proleatarian socia­
list world revolutiono We 
think this text, remains key 

' to understanding the inter-
national situation todayo It 
is the guiding thread we can 

-
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The irreconcilable opp<::>si­
tion between the bourgeois 

\'. ~ernocratic revolution 01:.:,_to~ 
day and the develo ment ·of_ 
\o[or.!§-f:.s!P.&lism ari~es out 
Qt the character of imperia­
lism • . Imperialism means t n e 
div i s i on of the world into 
oppressed and oppressor na­
tions and the superpower 
struggle for hegemony and a 
redivision of the worldo The 
general crisis of imperialism ' 
reflecting its dying or mori­
bund character leads to grea­
te:i; and greater aggression/ 
exploitation and oppression 
of the countries and peoples 
of the oppressed nati onso 

These. are objective facts 
which lead to national demo­
cratic resistanceo -More and 
more it becomes clear that 
t he national and democratic 
as riations of the eoples 

•.i::;.i;;.:;.:~::.;;;-=-,;;;;.,i....::;;;.;i~e=-r=1.:::a:=1sm , ana~ 

tion attacks imperialism at 
its very roots , and is there­
fore not t ol erated, but op­
posed by imperial i sm. ,', 

But to overthrow t h e s ys '-' 
t ern of imper ialism the op­
pre sse d p eoples mus t have the 
a ssi s t ance of the r evoluti on­
a r y prole tariat o The New 
Democratic Revoluti on the r e­
fore become s a component part 
of prole tarian socialis t 
world r evolutiono 

.fj?-· Und rim erialism the na­
,,,. tional democratic revolution 
~ c an rio longer establish a 
_ _£gP.italist socie t 1.Ul.,d,e:r_ t h~­

dictatorshi of ' the national 
bourgeoisieo In the first 
place, the road is blocke d 
by imperialismo As capita­
·1ism in its moribund fo rm,, 
imperia lism must increasi ng­
ly live off the oppression 
of na tions in order to sur-· 
viveo Mao says: 

\ "it is not China that is 
developing Chinese capital- · 

11 ism, but Japan that is · de­
~veloping Japane se capita­
!lism in our countryo" 

Seco~dly, full establish­
i ng a d i c tator ship of the 

nour9eoisie in t ~ J.r-a:=-
Wo:tld countries is blocked 

· PY the socialist movernent o 
-It is impossi :refer t e 
countries and peoples of the 
Third World to complete their 
national democratic revolu­
tion without the assistance 
of socialist countries and 

_.and of the proletariat of ·the 
imperialist , countries against 
imper1alism and social imperi- · 

~ lis~. 'l'.heymust e.ither line 
i{:u with the forces of world 

TION AND THE CHINESE COMMU­
NIST PARTY, Mao points out 
that to s ee impe r ialism only 
as opening the path for the 
development of capitalism, • 
is one sided. 

"There is another concomi-, 
' tan t and obstr uct ive a spect, 
namely, t ~e collus i on of im­
:eerialism with the Chine s e 
feuda £orces to arrest the 
,-,--.-~=-....------i_n_e_s_~ ap_:-

He goe s on to quote from 
the qomint e rn Resolutions /I 

on the National µ nd Colonial 
Question s in 1~28: "Imper- / 
ialism, ' first allies itself1 
with tbe ruling s trata of 
the previous soci al struc-

. ture, with the feudal lords 
and the trading and money · 
lend1ng bourgeoisi e, agains t . 
the majorit y of the p eople . 

~ Everywhere imperialism at- \ 
tempts to p reserve and to 
perpetuate all thos e pre- \ 
capitalist forms of exploi- l 
tation (especially in the 
villagesJ which serve as the 
basis for the exi s t ence of 
its r eactionar y allies o" . ,,___. 

This too remains t r ue i n 
the Thir d Wor ld t odayo I n 
spite of the long ye ars of 
colonialism and iinp er i alism 
i n I ndia,, 800/4 of the Indian 
population are still pea­
sants living in grinding 
village povert yo · Imper ial• 
ist devel opment o f oil i n t he . 
Mid-east has .not overcome 
feudalism in that areao In­
dustria·l development i n 

- southern Africa based on the 
labor of the black masses 
has not overcome pre-capita­
list t ribal economies in the 
countryside, and both t h e 
Smith and Vorster governments 
.have sought €"o proJ;>~ ~-~ _, ... 
doomed regimes. by p r omoting 
reactionary t r i bal develop - . , 
ment. And in Latin America,, 
the long history of UoSo nep­
colonialism has brought one 
sham land reform after ano-
ther, but condi tions i ,n the 
countryside have not changed~ 

In Br azil,· big landowners 
own almost 800/4 of the. entire 
land area. In Chile 2% of 
the landowners own 87% of 

<J.; counter-revo ution and -t liefe=. 
~ . y sacrifice - eir nal:i ona1--
· ana emocratic~ e ration~, '--

1ne u with the forces 
world r evolutiono,.--Ther e ­

is no third choice:--

the land. In Paraguay 93 08% 
of the arable land is owned 
by a handful of local and 
foreign landlords • . And in 
Venezuela,where Rockefeller 
has his e state,; 78 0 7% of the 
entire culti vatable land is 
owned by the r i ch fewo As 

Finally, the people of the 
Third World will not permit 
a capitalist society under 
the dictatorship of the bour­
geoisie. · ~~ is ~ ssible 
to win the battleo democ­
racy and national indepen­
ctence wit ou re in on IBe 
popular masses who s uff~ di-

. reffl 1r th-e- -ravage:s- o-~im;;;;---­
j>er1a ism an socia im ~~i­

ism. But if they share i n 
e ig t for national lib­

eration and independence they 
will also share in the power­
-there i s no wa t o consol i­
·date a states stern withe~ 

- t em. t e caseto-=- . 
day in Lebanon where the Le-> 
banese people have refused 
to permit a state dictator­
ship to be ·imposed on them 
which fails to recognize the 
rights of the Palestinian 
people and to support the 
cause of Palesti nian and 
Arab revolution. 

- F~thermore ; it is not .only 
national development that is .­
blocked under imperialism 
and social imperialism, but 
capitalist development as 
well o In T°tlE CHINESE REVOLU-

/ 
I 

a result,· impoverishment, 
backwardness, famine, · dis­
ease,· lack of medical· as­
sistance ;· illiteracy,' high 
infant death rate~ exploi­
tation and oppression a r e· 
the condi tions under which 
the overwhelming majority o f 
the peasants in Latin Ame rica 
still . live . 85% of t he pea­
sants of Haiti a r e i n condi­
tions of p e rmanent hunger 
and lack of food o Armed 
actions and occupation of 
the estates of the great 
landowners have become more 
and more frequent in the dai-

Jy life of these countrieso 

****************************** 
This is the firs t part of 

an article which presents a 
Mar xist-Lenini st analysis o f 
t he Thir d World and t he New 
Democr atic Revolution t oday. n , 
It will be continue d next time , 
taking up the · economics and 
politics of the New Democratic 
Revolution o 
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