"A communist should have largeness of
staunch and active,
upon the interests of the revolution as his

and he should be.

WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, UNITE!

nind
looking

.very life and subordinating his personal in- , 4.

terests to those of the
and everywhere he should

revolution; always |
adhere

to prin»:

the collective
ties between the

-then about himself

all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate
life of the Party and strengthen the

Party and the masses; he should be
more concerned about the Party and the masses
about any individual and more concerned about others
Only thus can

than

he be considered

.eiple' and wage a tireless . struggle against i a Communist." ‘Mao Tsetung
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Natlonal Rebellion in Azania

PSS

“"WE WILL NOT RIDE!”

The struggle of the
Azanian people reached a new
phase during the month of
August. The protests and
demonstrations that began on
June 16, when the criminal
South African regime attemp-
ted to impose a law making
Afrikaans a mandatory lang-
uage in Black schools, has
developed into widespread
and sustained national and
industrial unrest.

Throughout the month there
has been a growing campaign
to impose an industrial boy-
cott that would cripple the
South African economy. On
August 4, students attempted
to break through a barricade
barring them from Johannes-
buirg where they planned to
protest the arrests of stu-
dents from the rioting sev-—
en weeks ago. When the dem—
onstration stopped workers
from going to work in the
city, the police began shoo-
ting lnto the crowd, and
sﬁwo Tt O But the
sTity, vhich fidled
three. did not stop the pro-
test, Instead the crowd at-
tacked and burned two police
stations and set several go-
wvernment buildings on fire,
On August 6, adults and wor-
kers from the community mar-
ched to the police station
5000 strong. Again the fas-
cist troops fired into the
crowd, The demonstrations
spread to the Jabulani area
where 20,000 marched, and
also to the townships of

o~
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‘demonstratd

Templs and’ Katelhon and Phos-
loorus which are northeast of
Johannesburg.

On August 12, the demon=
strations spread to Cape-—
town, 800 miles southwest
of Johannesburg where govern-—
ment buildings were burned
and workers were urged not
to go to work., Marchers also
went into neighboring town-—
ships of Langa, Gugoletu and
Nyanga where the fascist po-
lice again fired into the
crowd. - The police have
murxdered over 250 people in -
South Africa since June 16.

On August 19, marchers
attacked four factory build-
ings with fire and rocks in
the coastal city of Port Eli-
zabeth, 560 miles south of
Johannesburg. This was the
first incident of its kind
since the protest began, for
only government buildings up
to that point had been attac-
ked. Along wf*b WF“*~* ab—
ST LS, & ;
ployers uegan to compla o
that they were under a reign
of "industrial terror." They
have the nerve to talk of in-
dustrial terror who impose
it with a knife day after dayv
in serf-like conditions! The
ons continued,
spreading to workers in New
Brighton, a nearby suburb.

For August 23 pamphlets
were distributed throughout

Avwkqaaﬂ&aaam;+napﬁxxnes

Soweto, the black suburb

of Johannesburg, call-

ing for a three day nat-—
ional strike among indust-
rial workers, This boycott
prepared throughout the month
was a huge success, Its:
slogan was "Aziklelwa"; "we
will not ride". More than

20 of the 98 morning trains to
Johannesburg were cancelled
and most of those that did
run were nearly empty., Con-
struction sites in Johannes-
burg were shut down and
whites in the city were for-
ced to do menial labor us-

ually imposed on Blacks.

One person said: "I'd be
surprised if most of the ten-
ants here knew how to mop
their own floors."®

Soweto, where these demon-
strations began, is the lar-
gest segregated townshlp 1n

South Africa. It 15 the
home of neaf Iy & miillion
peopls who ravel each dayv t

factories
and mines of _Johannesburg.
Blacks must have passes to
work in the city and only
120,000 are allowed to live
there -- all in servant
quarters attached to white
homes. Even these quarters
are to be abolished and Black
workers doing domestic work
will have to move to barracks
like hostels in the black
suburbs under a government
campaign to make the city
"white by night". Whites

. a month.

-wa'

who want to visit Soweto
also must have passes and a
good reason for ¢oing.

The Soweto township, which
is 35 square miles wide, is
located only a few miles ‘
from the first gold mines
worked over 90 years ago in
South aAfrica. It is practi-
cally unnoticeable in the
distance from the tallest
point in Johannesburg because
of the smoke that comes from
the coal and wood burning
stoves in the houses. The
smoke lasts from late after-
noon to mid-morning of the
next day, causing throats to
itch and choke and eyes to
run, The city consists en-
tirely of cramped bungalows
and dusty unpaved streets.

These miserable houses,
over 102,000 of them, are
state owned and built on
small lots renting for $11,50
a o Less than 25% of the
bun&”lows have e%eeerxclty,

er, but % locoldy Oply
15% liave inside baths. Six
or seven people live in an
average home of four rooms.
And there are no shopping
areas in Soweto. A govern-—
ment rule permits no stores
other than those that sell
food and kitchen requirements,
For all other commodities,
residents have to go to Johan-
nesburg. The situation is
crucial now, because the

Continu%? on page 4

a product _the history
movement, its class compo =
and the poweriful infliuence of
economism and the worship of
the spontaneous movement, and
our failure to rigorously ap-
ply the orthodox science of
Marxism-Leninism. In Lenin's

writings from the Iskra period

Lenin emphasized how fragmen-—
tation hinders our work.
ten to what he says 1n WHAT
IS TO BE DONE: e

"All without exception now

talk of the importance of uni-
ty, of the necessity for gath-

ering and organizing ;but

in the majority of cases what

is lacking is a definite id
of where to begin and how t
bring about this unity.
Prooably all will agree that
if we 'unite', say the dis~
trict circles in a given town,
it will be necessary to have

for this purpcse common insti-

" specializatior
+¢ethe same thing ap-

Lis—

functions, not
cts, but throuch
cn 3 town-wide

T buk of
only ky igtri

scale.
olies to the co-ordination of
activities of a number of
towns, since even a specific
locality will be and, in the
history of our Social Demo-
cratic movement, has proved
to be,
.«eWhat we require foremost
and imperatively is to broad-
en the field; .establish real
contacts between the towns on
the basis of xregular, common
work; for fragmentation
weighs down on the people and
they are 'stuck in a hole'...
not knowing what is happening
in the world, from whom to
learn, or how to acquire ex-—
perience and satisfy their
desire to engage in broad ac-
tivities.
sist thal we can start estab-
lishing xeal contacts only

with the aid of a common news-—

paper, as the only regular,
all Russia enterprise, one
which will summarize the re-
sults of the most diverse
forms of activity and thereby
stimulate people to march fo-

tutions...genuinely common
work, exchange of material,
experience, and forces, dis-

ward untiringly along all the
innumerable paths leading to
revolution, in the same way

far too narrow a field;

I continue to in- =

as all roads lead to Rome.
WHAT IS TO BE DONE pp206—7

In struggling to guide our
organization based on the
principles advanced by Lenin,
partlcularly in ONE STEP FOR—

denc our movement is the
Revolutionary Wing. Lenin
says our backwardness is one
thing if we recognize it and
struggle consciously to over=-
come it, where it is quite a-
nother thing to justify and
perpetuate it as does the
Wing. It is this tendency
and its various aspects that

we will take up in this pole-

mic, “3efore we go any fur~-

_ther let us point out that we
do not discount the common

history of struggle we share

tepdency of local circle
spirit within our movement
weighs us down and denies us
he revolutionary sweep and
practicalness that we must
have to win the vanguard of
the mighty proletariat in
this country to communism and
to join with us in forging a
Bolshevik party. As this
kind of trend develops, it
‘serves to blunt and disrupt
the sharp and protracted
struggle we must wage against
right opportunism in all its
forms, in the course of for-
ging a genuine vanguard par-
ty. Like any form of oppor-
tunism, it serves the bour-—
geoisie within our ranks,
This ideology must be sound-
ly defeated and purged from
out midst as we win honest
comrades who are temporarily
confused to the side of Mar-
xism~Leninism.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3



Homelands: Basis Of Racist Policy

The development of home-
lands or Bantustans or res-
ervations for Blacks in
South Africa is nothing else
but a vehicle to facilitate .
the racist fascist plot known
as apartheid or so-called
separate development. Al-
though the plan was initial-
ly formulated with the pas-
sing of the Land Act of 1913,
setting up a number of scat-
tered "black spots" or "na-
tive reserves" to facilitate
the racial segregation acts;
it was not until the racist
Vervoerd and later Voster
regimes took over that this
sordid plot was implemented
to its fullest capacity.

The Bantu Self-government
Act of 1959 promulgated es-
tablishment of these home-
lands. In 1963 the Transkei
was the first reservation

to be proclaimed.

The homelands combined
come to 13% of the land and
this is supposed to accomo-
date over 80% of the popu-
lation. These homelands are
a cornerstone of the brutal
policy of apartheid and
should be exposed as such.
October of this year the
first of these homelands is
due for its so-called "inde-
pendence"”" hence we need to
study this question and ex-

In

Widows have been allowed to
remain as domestic servants
in the cities provided they
send their children to the
homelands; teenagers have
been sent to the homelands
because of so-called juven-—
ile delinquency crimes; and
older people and handicapped
people have been sent to the
homelands because they could
not work and thus were of no
use to the capitalists.

Workers from the homelands
are subject to the migratory
labor contract laws. Since
the homelands are not equip-
ped to handle the employ-
ment of all their people,
workers have to seek work
outside. They have to go
to the recruitment offices
where they sign in for nine,
twelve, or so month contracts
to sell their labor to South
African firms, Some of these
contracts can be extended
depending on the employer.

In South Africa, these

workers are treated as aliens.

They have to live in single
mens' compounds, they are

not allowed to rent houses
and live with their families
in South Africa; they have

no right or say pertaining to
their own lives, They can be
deported back to the home-

feuds between the hostel
dwellers and the rest of the
residents. When these bat-
tles occur the police never
show up until someone dies.

The police often make
raids at the hostels and ar-
rest all females for being
there and fine them $10.00
to $20.00. They also check
on the pass books of every
one and fine them for every
offence they can find on the
book. Sometimes the females
arrested in the hostels are
the reals wives and daugh-
ters of the men. The police
do not care since they get
a kickback out of the hun-
dreds of dollars they make
for their departments for
each load of women they

turn in, and the possibili-

ty for promotion.

Another interesting common

factor is that in all the home-

lands many official posts are
appointed by the government,
which picks persons they can
count on to perpetuate the
apartheid system. Aas for the
kings, chiefheadsmen, etc.,

they are directly or indirect-

ly connected with royal blood

in the tribes and are an aristo-
cratic elite that do not repre-

sent the people. They see
themselves as being above the

. my readye.

not meet the requirements of
a country. If any of these
groups accepted its member-
ship, they would be recog-
nizing the apartheid system
the product of which the
Transkei is.

i

During the South African
interference on Angola the
chief minister of the Tran-
skei together with others
from the other reservations
supported the South African
presence there, They incor-—
rectly said that South Africa
was fighting a war against
communism in Angola which if
encouraged would threaten
democracy and peace in South
Africa.

In one of his speeches a-—
bout preparations for the
"independence" ‘the chief min-
ister revealed that he was
getting a strong Transkei ar-
The primary role
of this army he said would
be to protect South Africa
from any foreign invasion
from communist or from ter=
rorists (liberation move—
ments). Here again we can
clearly see whose interests
the homeland is serving. Now
South Africa is going to have
a convenient reserve army.

people and often preach monarch-
ial servility and stress trib-
alism. The government tries

to use them as puppets for the

pose them for what they rea-
lly are.

lands at the whim,of the
white South Africans. They
can only be with their
families under the following

Recently the chief minis-
ter called for the release

It should come as no sur- to the Transkei of all Xosa

prise that Vorster should
encourage the idea of these
"concentration camps" for

conditions:

l. If the wife or child
is suffering from an ail-
ment which cannot be cured

oppression and suppression of

their own people. But in
recent weeks even a majority
of these leaders have spoken

political prisoners and spe-
cifically'Mandeéla in Robben
Island. There are presently
hundreds of political pri-

during the second world war
he was jailed for being a
member of a Nazi group known
as the "Broederbond" meaning
the "brotherhood". His fas-
cist apartheid policy fur-
ther supports the evidence
above., There are some com—
mon charactnrlst;os oertaln-

soners in Robben Island and

in other South African pri-

sons. Hundreds of these

prisdners are not Xosas; none

of them are there for a Xosa i
cause but for the indepen- {
dence of the oppressed peo- ;
ples of South Africa, Again

we see the chief minister

peddling a divisive tribal

routine. Mandela is married

to the daughter of one of

the influential and well to

do families in the Transkei. &

His name also always strikes &

an emotional note to the

whole of South Africa as he is

one of the leaders of one of

the banned liberation groups.

Also everybody has an emo-

tional attachment™to-people

who are political prisoners
especially for -those who are

in the island.

out to denounce the system

of apartheid. In a joint state-
ment, they call for an end to
discriminatory legislation, an
~ end to the detention of black
leaders without trial, an end
to control of movement and

a recognition of the permanent-—
status of black people every-

eYe~in" the-country,; dinclyd-

ing the urban areas. With the
exception of the chiefs of
“Bophuthatswana and Transkei,
they stated they had "no
intention whatsoever of opting
for the so-called independence'
or to abandon their citizen-
ship or forfeit their share in
an economy black people have
built. They called this a

time for black people to over-—
come tribal divisions and

speak with one Voiceo.

in the homelands and they
are given short term per-
mission which they have to
extend periodically (mon-
thly, quarterly, etc.)
When the husband
wants to add a member to
his family. A&s soon as the
zﬂ‘?ﬁ%?ﬁﬁf$~§fé§ﬁantAshe
go back to the homelands,
unless there are some serious
complications. The capitalists
make sure that workers pro-
duce future workers and

ey

homelands are found sm Phe
less fertile areas with
little or no known mineral
resources. None of them have
enough financial resources to
explore or exploit their po- slaves for them.

tential. The areas are the 3. Provided when his
least developed industrially family is in South Africa,
and agriculturally. the man can rent a room from
a resident South African and
also maintain his hostel room
to which he has to ‘return as
soon as his family returns

to the homelands.

Most of them are located
in the interior away from the
coast and large cities. The
Transkei has been fighting
relentlessly to have a port
added to their territory. It

has been a struggle even
though the port they were
claiming is merely a resort
port rather than a port of
entry and industry. Thus
‘the homglands fully dePEn

INDEPENDENCE OF THE FIRST
HOMELAND ;

In October 26, 1976, the
Transkei which is the oldest
homeland (12 years) is sup-
posed to be obtaining its
"independence" from South Af-
rica. Chief Matanzima, the
chief minister of this home-
land has been issuing public
statements which further ex-
pose these reservations for
what they are, He has an-
nounced his intentions to

~ seek membership both in the
~ OAU and in the UN, He claims
that his territory represents
the Xosa tribe which is not
true, the majority of the
Xosas are in the Ceskei (ano-
ther homeland) and in the
rest of South Africa. The
Transkei is a dumping ground;
it is more of a camp than a
country by itself. It does

Workers from the homelands
get the worst jobs and are
the least paid. They get the
jobs which even the black
South Africans avoid. Due to
the .desparate and backward
conditions of their homelands
- they are mostly less educa-

ted and less developed po-

litically and are therefore

used as scabs in many in-=
stances. There is there-
fore a gap created between
-hem and the Black and Whit

Thesé politcal prisoners
if released would have to
take Transkei c1tlzensh1p

homglandso ; :
cepting Matanzima's proposal
they would be denouncing the
. Very same pr*nc1ples they had

gone to jail for., In the

homelands they would have

to obey everythingthe chief
ministers' government re-

quires of them which would

be what the South African

government commands. They :
would in fact remain prison-— &
ers for they would be under
the direct scrutiny of the
homeland government and

at: the mercy of the South
African government, whenever
it felt like pouncing on
them. The counter revolu—
tionary nature of this pro-
posal is too evident.

= o
None these homelands can
adequately support or even
accomodate the bulk of their
populations so they again
rely on South African indus-
try to exploit the labor of
their populations. In other-
words the homelands are
spawning grounds for a const-
ant underpaid labor force for
the South African capital-
ists. They are also dumping
grounds to dispose of those
who can no longer work.

~the1r hostels o compounds

to be violent fights which =
sometimes lead to ganglike

SUBSCRIBE TO

THE COMMUNIST

SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

$4.25 per year. = The homelands system is

: the epitomy of apartheid
Send to:

~The-WC (M-L) can also and an active boycott of it °
wC (M-L) be contacted at: and political exposures will.
POB 1297 = W.C. (M-L) serve as a blow to’ the' hor-
Chicago, Ill. 60690 ' POB 11713 rendous apartheid system and

2 L.A., 90011 to its'inventarsiand their

Cas
7 lackeys.

Submitted by a correspondent.

THE COMMUNTbT/page 2



WING cont. from p. 1

TEETR "ELENMIEOL P

=
TNC

LAHES /A 0 el I i

The clearest and most im=+"
rcrtant examrnle of the 'inc
bcwipe to and rerretvatinc

~tre backvard asrects cof our

revement is its failure to
hit "head on" the fracmented
character of our moverent. In
"Farty Puildinc ir the eat
of Class Strucole” r.41, thev
roint tc the vroklem, svegkinc
cof "Cur conditions-that is,the
fragmentation of groups, col—
lectives, etc.-—-provide a

" basis for factionalism, small

groupism to develop within
the party, which will provide
the ground for the bourgeoi-
sie to corrode the party from
within.,” That is a fine and
correct observation, but what
practical plan do they put
forward to overcome this sit
uation? Listen to what they -

genuine party based on a
revolutionary program.
is the responsibility o
rx1st Lcnlnxsts to advance,
h: ~and unite around a
her the forces

It:

- ized

g

rces of our movement
n step by step way
Ibrge,t;em into one central—

ment as well

nguard party. Des—
pite all its phrasemongering
on bolshevizing, the Wing
advances their "plan" which -
sexves to perpetuate the
backward primitive character
of our movement.

PROPAGANDAP-"LIKE FROGS IN
A WEL

The Wing upholds that prop-
aganda is the chief form of
act1v1ty in this period, but
n practice they narrow and
belittle our tasks. .In this
period of winning the van-
guaxd to communism and forg-
ing- a party, we must take

BELITTLING THE STRUGGLE FOR

‘DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

In belittling the strug-
gle for democratic rights,
the Wing has further exposed
its tendencv to how to the

backward aspects of our move-
as demonstratinag
the dangers of failinc¢ tc
transcend their spirit of
local autonomy, isolation,
empiricism and subjectivitv.
In lookina at their , motion
we can see how a left form
can emerce out of a basically
richt error. In the first
place thev bow to their iso-
lation and prlmltlveness,

coverinc it with all sorts of
militant left sounding rhet-
oric. Listen to Fevolutionary
Workers Leacue (RWL) in its
oragan FCLSIFEVIK, p.23,
"Comrades, the cuestion of
whether to support the FFZ cor
not will be of little impor-
tance in a year or two" -And

national party; the doors of
the party must be open to
every class conscious prole-
tarian...From this it is
clear that the more closely
the proletarians of the var-
ious nations stand together,.
the more thorough going the
destruction of the national
walls which have been erected
between them, the stronger
will be the party of the
proletariat, the easier it
will be to organize the
proletariat into one indiv-
isive class."

PRRWO arose from the
struggles of a national mi-
nority located in one region.
In itself, this is a good
thing. What is wrong is to
continue to cling to and jus-
tify this narrow, local form
and to fail to transcend it
and develop communist scope
and perspective. - To continue _
this error represents bowing

say, "By the end of the year, to the spontaneous movement

: : : wo. i fter they acknow- B R
most of the organizations in ..Propaganda to the working this copes a s of the oppressed nationalities g €
the Revolutionary Wing will  -Class in every way possible . ledge and bow to their "limit- — g g5 the backward, social ¢ K
have a national newspaper. - -to defeat revisionism ane ed’ ‘abidity to develop lines - democratic features within =~ 1/ @* ‘# v

opportunlsm in all its forms, on these issues!

winning a complete 1deolqglcal

Let's unite on a division of
labox which, of course, must
be guided by a centralized

Plar."?artv Fuilding in the’
Peat:Of Class <‘trum::le(I‘I’FC‘:)
r. 240, There vou

have it. Not only do they bow
to the backward state of af-
fairs but they call on their
Wing to perpetuate it guaran-—
teeing that even the organ-
ization(s) that they share
unity with can maintain and
sustain their regional and
fragmented character _guaran-
teeing, as they say the
preceding sentence, L

not significant communist
presence, like in the South-
ern U.S." This call to build
"many newspapers", from what
we read is the only practical
"plan" advanced by the Wing,
It is a cleax perpetuaticn of

“‘the local circle spirit and

!to the backward charactex

fragmented character of our

movement when in fact

_of our movement by the Wing

is why we say they are
"stuck in a hole".

The WC(M-L) since its beg-
ining has insisted that our
movement struggle for ideo=
logicak unity and we have
upheld “the powerful weaponi
of an Iskra type newspaper

in accomplishing this. We
have struggled for the Lenin-—

ist trend to unite to build .
a_common newspaper which

W%d_gah__l_e us to develop -
cO n propaganda, pool the

resources ‘of our trend, cen—

tralize the leadership of our

———————— : i ¥ 3
_and political victory over But then of course they do MATTERS OF ORGANIZATION {‘: fog A
__take a line which ironically /A4 : ¢ ¢ B

“these alien influences on the

vanguard of the proletariat.

. .a vital tool in winning the

In order to do this we must

Vconfront the tasks of revolut-
_1on‘1n the U,S. an :

ThlS is

IS TO BE DONE)

For the Wing, work-
ing out political line has

very little to do with topicalhw

political exposures despite
PRRWO stating that "cadres
must be trained to do politi-:
cal exposures"( p. 49 PRFCS)
These exposures, along with
the other forms of our prop—
aganda such as summatlons of
practice Apolemlcs, etc&_are,

advanced, taking this prop-
gganda into the plants and
_exposing the nature of cap-
iety and developln-
andﬁshow our leaders 8
“in aaﬁanc1ng_§ ‘communist

policy of struggle. Theix
Or Now PAL

few reprlnts from "Peklng
Review".

_Their practice, regarding
propaganda, reflects the
basic underlying errors of

trend, and enable our trend
to establish thekhegemony of

and d eat

objectlve is one newspaper

_that represents and consoli- .
dates the unity of the Len-
inist trend, not the prollf—
eration of many "Iskra"

type newspapers, and the per=-
petuation of the local circle
spirit and fragmentation that
still drags on our movement
ike a ball and chain. In
order to facilitate this
“development we will struggle

% with the various organlzatlons

1n our movement to have more
“exchange of pggg;s ggd pub—

- nesse

lications, to take up corres-

.pondence over various issu 1ssues,r

with the objective of devel-
oping a common ideological

view of the burning quesitons
‘of our movement and where

possible developing a_common_

This can

editorial policy.
“serve as one tool to streng-

then the ideological unity of
our movement and to lay the
basis for organizational
unity and the forging of a

sub3ect1v1squpd _empiricism,
"Mao says, "In approaching

a problem a Marxist should
see the whole as well as the
parts, A frog in a well says,
"The sky is no bigger than
the mouth of the well" (sw,,
v.l, p 159), _Increas

the Wing in failing to take
up the writing of toplcal
political exposures and the.

“broader tasks of propaganda,

“stay isolated within

their own little world. They
do not try to transcend their
own narrow framework by train-
ing themselves and those who
read their papers but instead
justify their own backward-
_Not only does this
fail to meet the standards
advanced by Lenin and Stalln
regarding our building a par-—
ty, but it also corxrodes oxr
_retards the ability of the

“comrades themselves to gain
“their bearings politically,

of toplcal political exposures. oppressed nationalities away

tails the RCP and WVO stat—

ing that "bourgeois reaction=\

ary reforms such as the ERA,
(and) forced busing, are de-
signed to take away already
existing rights of women and
divide the working class, as
well as to channel the strug-
gle of working class women and

from revolution and into
bourgeois reform," (PALANTE,
v. 6, #6) If they had done
some work and investigation,
they would have perhaps
grasped Lenin‘s line on this
questlonu

He goes on to

As PRRWO can remember, it
these kinds of issues
e the democratic struggle

| of the Afro American Nation

debate over seemingly

ited things like slogans

at sparked the struggle

t exposed the revisionist
of the RU on the national
question and served to

raise significantly the

. theoretical level of our

movement.,

CAPITULATION TO NARROW
NATIONALISM

Another manifestation of

the Wing's perpetuation of

- fragmentation and small

circle autonomy is their

capltulatlon to narrow

in spite of all their talk

that political line is key.
This couldn’t be clearer

than in their line on the -

democratic stru~ales, such
as businag and the Foual
Pichts rﬂendment.

lism. This is part-—
icularly manifested in PRRWO
as seen in their line on
busing (See THE COMMUNIST,
Vol. 1, no, 9) and in matters
of organization. As one of
the organizations that had
their roots in national form
of organization, PRRWO cont-
inues to uphold this national
form seen in holding onto
their name Puerto Rican
Revolutionary Workers Organ-
ization. Despite all the
claims of bolshevization,
they cling to this identity.
Our movement must make every
effort to wipe out the nar-
rowness that charcterized
our ranks for so long in-
cluding narrow nationalism.
We must uphold the standards
of the party. As Stalin
writes in ANARCHISM OR
SOCIALISM, "...This
party must be an inter-

This liberalism and failure
to put politics in ‘command is

part and parcel of a tendency

autonom

which encourages local circle
This developed
tendency “of opportunism in
organizational affairs has
been a consistent trait with |
PRRWO in the last period. It
was true in their relations |

& with RU,CL, WVO, the BIOC. s

ATM, etc,

stance, PRRWO has now dis-
covered that WVO is a band
of "traitors". But what is
different today about WVO's
line and practice than it was
last year when you both an-
nounced your "Wing"? WVO
came out with its "premises"
in May of 1975, and has pur-
sued a consistent line., In
PRRWO's pamphlet., "Party
Building in the Heat of the
Class Struggle of Feb. 1976,
they tell us that while they
have criticisms of right er-
rors by WVO, that WVO has...
"been leading the»struggle =
gainst...OL Ne dQ{belie

that ‘are not in the interests
of the proletarian revolution
and will move forward..."

Then two months later in
PALANTE they write, "In fight-
ting against the party, the
OL and WVO are no different
than. the Triangle Shirtwaist
factory boss who locked the
doors to prevent any kind
of job action by workers. OL
and WVO and all Mensheviks
are trying to put a dagger
in the heart of the party-
this is their reason." . From'
gallant leaders in the strug—
gle against opportunism to
traitors overnight. It seems
that a little M=L cement of
politics in command would have
prevented a few of those fea-
thers from falling off and

. leaving the bones behind.

The unprincipled alliance

" not based on ideological un-

ity in addition to 'a "plan"

~which promotes and justifies '

these kind of alliances and
autonomy spell opportunism
@F'matters of organization. *

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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there.

ﬁstand in

S.A. from p.1

government has halted daily
deliveries of milk and bread.

No Black person has the
right of permanent residence
in Soweto or any other town-
ship., This is due to the
homelands policy (see: "Home-
lands: Basis of Racist Policy,

-in this issue) whereby all

Blacks are considered to be
citizens of their homelands
and only temporary visitors
or "foreigners" in the "white"
areas that the settler colo-
nialist South Africa regime
has imposed on 87% of Azania.
According to the government,
Black workers are in town-
ships like Soweto because
the government wants them
They have no rights
and must seek "rights" in
their homelands.

Even at that, the dingy
bungalows of Soweto are more
liveable than the barrack
like hostels where the re-

~ mainder of the workers in

Soweto are forced to live
separated from their famil-
ies. They are not permitted
to bring their wives fro
thelr trlbal home snds.

the use of the Afr}
guage -- a symbol of na
al oppression -- and ta
the character of a natio:
rebellion against the fas-
cist settler colonialist re-
gime. It is obvious that the
Vorster regime was caught off
guard by such sustained re-
sistance that spread rapidly
throughout the country grow-
ing steadily each day. The
genocidal fervor with which
they have fired into crowds
has exposed their ruthless
beastiality to the world.

The undlsgulaed racism of the
reg.
Minis Police and Pri-
sons,ggames,ia Krueger, who

l70 persons are known to

;ancterlzed by the ¥ ernment was condemned for
P _committing genocidal masSsa-

The Azanian People Will Certainly Gain Total Victory!

recently said, "If the Black
man does not know his place,
I will teach him his place,"
and "All men are created e-
qual before God, but all men
are not equal before man be-
cause the difference is ob-
vious." He is the one res-
ponsible for the fascist de-
tention law in which any
African suspected of being a
black militant leader can be
held, indefinitely by the po-
lice. . Under this law, over

people and students by repre-
sentatives of the UN Security
Council. It is another ra-
cist regime, Israel, which
in the recent period has in-
creased its ties with South
Africa, and developed closer
economic relations with the
Vorster regime, exchanging
military weapons for South
Africa's raw materials, Is-
rael is giving the apartheid
government the same arms used
against the Palestinian peo-
ple for Krueger and Vorster

have been arrested and held to _againsk th Azanlan
thout trial, including gise 2a e,

nnie Mandela, the wife of
son Mandela, who was

iled after the Sharpeville
sacre. 23 persons have
led in police custody in

le last few years of mys-
rious bruisings and "sui-
des" —- that is 23, that
lave been reported. Children
of 5 years old have been ar-
rested for stealing, and
beaten with canes,

& ‘their common national
e blatant the - 3 entlty and unity against,.a

the stronger the ‘!‘u n oppressor, the Vorster

‘The Organization - e e, His regime has done

But t
oppf§§s1on,
resis

of Affican Unity has called
for su§§brt"of the Azanlan

‘‘‘‘‘

ibal divisions in order to

: tem the tide of national re-

.+ s¥stance. Out of this has

~ come the reactionary feudal
policy that apartheid not on-

tafice to‘the Vorster regis

Also, the South Afngan pv—

cres against the African.

=W ‘EROM P 3

We have also witnessed a
similar policy in the way the
wing has stbod in regards to
groups who they "differ " with
or place in the "opportunist
wing", such as ourselves. Aas
in the unity they have "for-
ged" with various forces, we
see a failure to investigate
or to pursue struggle in a
Leninist fashion. In the
first place, when the split
took place in the BWC, which
was the birth of the WC(M-L), -
MLOC, RWC, and the Revolutlon-

P 37)

This so called "Revolution-
ary Bloc" was formed when two
members of the Bloc along
with a supporter resigned
from a leading body of 5 peo-
ple, which began the split in
the BWC. They then whined a-
bout how they were supposedly
bullied by the other two.
Normally we would expect Mar—

_xist-Leninists to exercise
their majority over the min-

orityt_put this was not the
case with :g}ie_w"g‘lggj"; _who
1nstead defended a line of
capltulatlon and demoraliza-—
tion as well as attacking the
basic principles of forming a
Leninist party such as the e

chief role of propaganda,

Centralized organization, win-
hing the advanced, etc.

The failure of the "Bloc"
to ever put forward i
in writing and in public i
a testament to the contrad;c-
tions between those views and
Marx;sm -LenlnlsmowﬁThe same
Teason applies to PRRWO and

their failure to put forward

the paper on the BWC split
THE COMMU T/page 4
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Agﬁat hey have promised to AO
=W ei

~ "right" with no explanation,

tween whites and blacks, but
also governs relations between

~different tribal and ethnic

groups. Each must live sep-
arately and follow a policy
of "separate development',
Thus the government segre-.
gates different tribal groups
in a township like Soweto.

In Soweto there are 26

~residential districts, each

assigned to one particular
ethnic group. Schools en- -
roll children of one lang-
uage only. Efforts to over-
come tribal barriers-are dis-—
couraged.

Given the appalling living
conditions of the barrack
hostels where men live with-
out their families, slaving
for wages that are 1/10 those
of a white worker and less
than a subsistence for any-
thing but a crude standard
of life, and given the gov-
ernment promoted policy of
tribal segrecation, violence
between tribal groups often
occurs. It is the frustra-
tion and musunderstanding
born out 'of these conditions

acks last week by one tri-
group, the Zulus, on the
ack power demonstratorss /
hese incidents were obvious
.V provoked by the government
which urged attacks on the
onstrators and promised -
t there would be no pro-
GEighs forkit. These dif-
iIces will certalnly soon
)ercome.
on as. to the source Qf op-
essgon in Azania. -1
cqourse of protracted struggle
the black people of Azania
will certainly unite as one
and turn the immense courage
they have displayed over the
last 3 months into an invin=-
cible tidal wave of outrage
and national liberation.
VICTORY IS CERTAIN!!

%

o governs the relations be-
PARTY B .
ASK

in writingl (Check it
- pp.48 and 90 in HCS). -

e wfﬁé constantly raises. S
its insistance on tHhe role'%f”“A
polemics and criticism - :
self-criticism. Twice the

WC (M-L) has taken up PRRWO's
line in comradely polemics:
once on their stand on busing
(vol. 1 #9 in June of 1975 an
and on their general line in
vol 2 #6, THE COMMUNIST) and
never has there been a respon-
se. Also their analysis has
changed from characterizing
us as first "left" and then

out tant to comment

oxr example, in the
ions we must take the

trade
lead of the struggle to ex-
pel the traitors and bring the
unions under revolutionary

This unprincipled method of
strqggle can only serve to

encourage slavishness among leadership. In doing so,

£ cadre and supporters and

serve to spllt and disrupt - taneous struggle for the con-
the movement, and is charac— ‘tracts, for democracy within
teristic of the bourgeois the union, et At all times
kind of politics that we must our central task is party

_ struggle against their con-

leave behind with the forging building, but to see our task

rmulatlon that . to communism,

also be drawn{

communists must lead the spon-

of a genuine party. - only as party building would
; : represent a failure to dis—_
Enother example of the same tinguish between the masses
unpr1nc1pled attitude is their and the party and.in its OpP-
placing the RCP outside of _portunist form would result
the communist movement. “in seeing every striker as a
While we certainly do not re arty member, or in dits
cognize the RCP as a vanguard eft" form would lead to
party,\and whll continue the isolation from that struggle.
The Wing has made a "left"
“error on this matter in re-
lation to African Liberation
Support Committee,

tributions to the consolida-
tion of opportunism in our
movement, we still consider
them part of the movement be-

stand on class struggle up to

ted ALSC to adopt arﬁ'
cause of their opposition to < Pt P

ding as the central task.
modern revisionism, their - That is incorrect,  Th in

job. of mass organizations
like ALSC should be t build
mass support for the struggle
of the Third World against
the two superpowers. We work
within them to contribute to°®
that effort and to lead it,-
‘Po It is the same with organi-
struggle within our movement zations struggling for wom-—
flows from the local circle en's rights., We take up this
Spirit which means that they = work in both examples and in
{ Wit to perpetuste theid Ed¥= © others like them because it

" cles at all cost —- even the contributes to the cause of
sacrifice of M-L principles.  revolution,

s

the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, and their stand on

Marx1sm—Len1nlsm—Mao tseTung-
hought

_The Wing's failure to put
itics in command in theix-+

Without a doubt in the
_course of,that work, we strive.
to win the advanced e nts
If you »not
go to where the masses are
you cannot win the advanced.
Within those organizations,
lines of demarcation will
such as around

main task in this perlod, “but
“neither do we belittle or neg-
1e¢t‘iE’Bi‘HEStéfC“It“b?féay—

ing our "only" task is party °
bulldlng. Such a line about

our "only" task is one of

geois intellectual.

In sum, we feel the Wing
ist

is bursulng an opp

and in practice as one whlch
perpetuates small circle
autonomy and stands in the
way of forging a genuine van-
'guard party. Complimenting
this line are consistent
stands and policies which bow
to backwardness in our move-
ment such as sectarianism,
narrow nationalism, narrcwing
the scope of propaganda, and
departing from the Leninist -
method, and a belittlement

~ of the struggle for demo-

cratic rights by women, op-

‘pressed nations, and the

masses of oppressed and exp-—
loited people.

We call on the Wing to
repudiate its errors and
unite on the principles that
we share and to join in the
struggle for the principled
unity that the proletariat
and oppressed masses who are
rising in struggle demand,
forged in a genuine vanguard
communist party.

that are responsible for the

There is notcon—'

3.‘.""‘5‘

pure metaphysics and idealism
«of the outraged petty bour-




The First ISKRA

the centerfold to this

Win The Vanguard!!

Within the last year, two = prierity went and still goes In has identified the particular

aspects of a corxrect line on to propaganda work," (Peking issue we reprint two of the phenomena which show the gen-
«, barty building have gained edo Po 97-98) . three articles from the first eral features of imperialist
_;7 - hegemony in our movement: issue of Lenin'’s ISKRA which war. And in this he shows

first, that the basic task
of party building is to win -

'~ the vanguard to communism;
second, that propaganda is
the chief form of activitya.
Although interpretation of
this line is by no means
uniform, consolidatiom on it
represents a good step for-
warda.

Now, however, one of the
groups making up the Organi-
zing Committee established
around OL's Call to build a .
party has come forward to
attack this line by substi-

3 tutigg_a new formulation for
the main task of party build-

Stalin summed up these
lessons of Lenin and the Bol-
shevik party in his synopsis
for an article on strategy
and bacties: - "Dasks:- gl Toul
_ win the vanguard of the pro-
letariat to the side of com—
munism (1. build up cadres,
create a Communist Party, %
_work out the programme, the
pr1nc1ples of tactics)., Pro-

gaganda as the chief form of

appeared December 11, 1900,
This was the newspaper Lenin
had fought for on returning
from prison in Siberia and
which he saw as the weapon
with which to forge the unity
of the Russian Social Demo-
cratic Party on the uncompro-
mising principles of orthodox
revolutionary Marxism,

what is most important.

The same relationship of
the particular situation to
the general features which
determine such a situation
characterizes the article
URGENT TASKS. This first
article of the first issue of
ISKRA throws down the gauntlet
to the "Economist" trend of
the movement. Economism, or
the effort to restrict and
narrow the political tasks
of the proletariat, was a
particular obstacle to the
fundamental task of the over-
throw of the autocracy. AaAnd
its influence in the movement
had been prepared in partic-
ular ways: (1) by the limit-—
ed activity of the early prop-
aganda circles divorced from
agitation among the broad
masses, (2) by a reaction to
the narrow view of reducing
po}ltlcs to conspiratorial
struggle, and (3) by "working
in the isolation of small

- local workers' cixcles ."
On'this last point Lenin
wr;tes-' "the Social Demo-
crats did not devote suffic-.
ient attention to the neces-
sity of organizing a revolu-
tionary party which would com-
bine all the activities of
the local groups and make it
possible to organize the
revolutionary work on correct

“a act1v1ty," (CW, v,5, p°82)o It was ISKRA which laid

the line around which the
party was built and which
prepared the ground for the
Party Congress in 1902, 2and
it was the principles of the
Iskra organlzatlon which
Lenin summed up in WHAT IS TO
BE DONE and which stand today
as the ideological foundation
of any revolutionary Marxist-—
Leninist party. The call for
an Iskra type newspaper has
come from many quarters of
our movement, We need to
analyze just what kind of
newspaper this was.

How have these comrades
fallen into such a thorny
jconflict with Lenin and Stal-
in? They have allowed them-
selves to look at the ques—

ing and by seeking to limit
__and narrow the scope of our _tion statically and meta-
prppaganda. The article "Buil -physically ra than dia-
1ng the Party among the Masses,"lectlc ally, «"adva
is written by the League for "vanguard, "
Marxist Leninist Unlty. i Mo

" Their argume
advanced worker acc

Reading the articles we

reprint, every comrade will

be struck by how powerfully
they speak to our situation
today, 76 years later. How
can this be so? What

accounts for the success of |
these articles? The answer is
Lenin's line on what a press
should be, on political expos-—

depen-ent meam.ng° BﬁSu ele—
'ments has meaning only in re~
lation to middle and. worst
elements. Vanguatd means
those which go in advance. and
an only be understood in
relationship to those who
tail. What all these words
have in common is to;be_;;rsta

ber and are.mostly
already in existing pre-par—
_ty organizations, This fol-
lows from the fact that the
advanced worker, according
to Lenin, accepts sSocialism
consciously and elaborated
independent socialist theor— . .-
ies, Therefore, they argue,

we must distinguish advanced primary, best, or lea ding, as ures, laid out in WHAT IS TO 1 ..o  he predominance of
_workers from the "best lele- dgainst the ordlnary or back- BE DONE. Lenin did not just

isolated work is naturally

connected with the predomin-
ance of the economic struggle."

report on skirmishes in €China
like the bourgeois press . He
asks first of all —-- "what is
a communist policy towards
this war." This is his appro-
ach to every question —— what
is gucommunist policy. A& news-—
papef which does not answer
this question is not an

Iskra type newspaper. That

is why we have summed this
lesson up as the second Iskra
principle in our Party Build-
ing Resolutions: "to work out
and implement an independent
communist policy on all our
tasks. "

“ments of the working class."
The best elements are not
advanced but must be pro-
_moted to the ranks of the
vanred workers by winning
them to Marxism—Leninism.,
Since these elements are not
advanced, they come from
what Lenin called the aver-
age workers The comrades

ad- nonsense for these comrades
to set up some heirarchy of«
meaning which they arbitra-
rily impese, i.e.z'advanced” &
is number one, ®vanguard" :
number twoy, "best elements"
number three and so forth. -
Also they fail to grasp
the sensible p01nt that in
any situation there are the
| advanced, 1ntermed1ate and
|_the backward. Lenin mocks
! the Economists in WHAT IS
| TO BE DONE?: "Are there not
| advanced people, "average :
people", and "masses" among
._the intelligensia too?"

WHAT IS TO BE DONE is the
ideological foundation of
every Marxist-Leninist party
because in these particular
problems of Russian Social
Democracy Lenin exposed the
general features which are
at the root of all opportun-
ism: bowing to spontaneity
and the effort to restrict
and narrow the political tasks
of the proletariat,

He also identified the
solution: to combine social-
ism with the workers movement.
The particular lesson for
iRussian Social Democracy is

B e

CLASS STRUGGLE, #4,5, p.72)
So our primary task is’not
to win over the advanced to

This means simply
following the rule laid down

.Ccommunism, but to win over ~ (Pek. Ed. p. 161) by Marx and Engels in the our own: a young communist

A - n e 2
the best of Eﬁe average & = ggfgugisgtMﬁgiFgﬁToétt giﬂmuz movement must combine social- !
They write: "The main task 1 nd of the ?mmediate zims aforeilhe o with-the MoRE o ans
was_not to win advanced wor-— Although a Communist party. 4 movement by taking the ideas

kers to communism, but to enforcement of the momentary

constantly reinforce and in- e

is the advanced detachment of of communism aggressively to

interests of the working

= | umb ,Eh§~E£9192§?1at within each class; but in the movement Bt InisEe s and S¥hg el Lo
e} Crogen She. nuiSer= o ads __party there are the most £ bhe o s _ organize an independent pol-

= vanced workers, and thus to of the present, they also re G £ *h 22
= B iue ok of the Party.? “advanced, the intermediate present and take care of the itical party of the proletar- -
& | (p.65). Or again, "Thus, ‘and the below average. This future of that movement," ke s, all khe fokcea GRslE I
b2 3 e > o 1s true also of the leadin S awakening proletariat must be

- | the gquestion is not one of. ading This is a standard for our ‘ :

S | ——— - body of eve communist or-— 3 united with all revolutionary
17| winning these advanced wor- g B SVety Commn, press. Lenin always uses the 4 :
e bt i .ganization, and it is the particular topical event to TRERgRlL 0 onc FaERyIar is
= = “task ©of leadership to knaw draw the general lessons about Strongly, professionally, and

gy
V

- ot

(pit7).  d astin THlls o g5 soly onthesavanssa
= in-any situation. In fackt
gart of the general stzuggle />based on the experience of'

: ngz MZigliz“ngglgtitsrigcg:: Lenin's Iskra organizatioh
paletask . workgrs“ : and the lessons of WHAT I$
movemen% T Ee). I ste i TO BE DONE, we have summed

ITEEE——;E;ar Péask e RSLeac this up as one of the fun-
i 1np1ts fgrst e fa = damental principles of panty

building: .t ~
© its development will be t uilding: . RosBEpYLde comr.

capitalism that show its es- tightly organized.

sence and point to the way to
overthrow it. This is why
these articles remain valuable
guides to us applied to our
different particular situat-
‘ion. Lenin uses events in
China to expose the general
features of imperialist war.

Clearly these articles are
written for the advanced,
Pretty obviously also their
goal is to win the advanced
to communism. ~But in fact we
think that if Lenin's first
ISKRA appeared in our movement

'_vLenlnlsm and to the par

3 munist 1 A hi
win the best elements of t Sageko L P SR uAny

: task by uniting with the ad—ﬂﬁ
working class to MaerSH%%g !  vanced and relying on the -

. gdvanggd to win over the in-
Po o : _termediate and the backward."
These formulations con- “(Party Building Resolution,

tradict the experience of the E COMMUNIST :, V.2, #1).

Bolshevik party on which we

rely. In LEFT WING, K COMMUNIS]
D.

alled - ZREEE

- objective" of communists i~ﬁbishg¥jk gggtg is the= w1de—
sgread failure to grasp thlS
- DX d t

"that of winning over the

" class—conscious vanguard of
the proletariat to the side
. of soviet power and the d1c~

tatorship of the working séveragg oF - baékward elements
class" Because this requlre ~and failing to identify the

"a complete ideological and ~_advanced or to strengthen
political victory over oppor- " its Teadership role in ev—
tunism and social chauvinism," erything and rely on the %
he writes: "As long as it .2dvanced to win over the

was (And inasmuch as it still broad masses of workers ana

is) a question of winning oppT Te." (pPa —
the proletariat'’s vanguard o : ( Y

over to the side of communism, . CONTINUED ON PAGE 8 —

As a result the lessons he
draws remain vitally applic-
able -=- didn't we just hear
on the news tonight a TV
special on "why they (the
Koreans) hate us." The same
applies to the policy of the
new tsars who have restored
capitalism and imperialism
in the USSR and carry out

aggression and pl¥nder against

Angola and elsewhere in the
world. The barbarity, the
repression, the attacks on
the living standards of the

working class, the suppression

of information and the cor-
ruption of the press, and
above all the effort to cor-
rupt the political conscious-
ness of the working class

and stir up national hatred
in order to divert us from
our real enemies -- all these
are familiar. to us. Lenin

today it would be criticized
by many among us as being too
theoretical, as being devoted
exclusively to propaganda, as
being for the advanced of
the advanced. We reject these
views. We think Lenin's
ISKRA articles are a good
yardstick for the press of
our movement. In our own
effort we must strive to emul-
ate this style. If we are
frank we must admit that we
have not yet succeeded in
winning the battle for a
press which in every article,
every sentence and every word
attacks first of all the task
of combining socialism with
the workers movement.
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THE URGENT TASKS OF OUR MOVEMENT

Russian Social-Democracy has repeatedly declared the
immediate political task of a Russian working-class party
to be the overthrow of the autocracy, the achievement of
political liberty. This was enunciated over fifteen years
ago by the representatives of Russian Social-Democracy —
the members of the Emancipation of Labour group. It was
affirmed two and a half years ago by the representatives of
the Russian Social-Democratic organisations that, in the
spring of 1898, founded the Russian Social-Democratic La-
bour Party. Despite these repeated declarations, however,
the question of the political tasks of Social-Democracy in
Russia is prominent again today. Many representatives
of our movement express doubt as to the correctness of the
above-mentioned solution of the question. It is claimed
that the economic struggle is of predominant importance;
the political tasks of the proletariat are pushed into the
background, narrowed down, and restricted, and it is even
said that to speak of forming an independent working-
class party in Russia is merely to repeat somebody else's
words, that the workers should carry on only the economic
struggle and leave politics to the intelligentsia in alliance
with the liberals. The latest profession of the new faith (the
notorious Credo) amounts to a declaration that the Russian
proletariat has not yet come of ageandto a complete rejection
of the Social-Democratic programme. Rabochaya Mysl
(particularly in its Separate Supplement) takes practi-
cally the same attitude. Russian Social-Democracy is
passing through a period of vacillation and doubt border-
ing on sclf-negation. On the one hand, the working-class
movement is being sundered from socialism, the workers
are being helped to carry on the economic struggle, but noth-
ing, or next to nothing, is done to explain to them the so-
cialist aims and the political tasks of the movement as a
whole. On the other hand, socialism is being sundered from
the labour movement; Russian socialisls are again beginning
to talk more and more about the struggle against the govern-
ment having to be carried on entirely by the intelligentsia
because the workers confine themselves to the economic
struggle. ;

In our opinion the ground has been prepared for this
sad state of affairs by three circumstances. First, in their

early activity, Russian Social-Democrats restricted them-
selves merely to work in propaganda circles. When we tock [
up agitation among the masses we were not always able

to restrain ourselves from going to the other extreme. Sec-

right to existence against the Narodnaya Volya adhberents,

who understood by “politics” an activity isolated from the
working-class movement and who reduced politics purely to §

conspiratorial struggle. In rejecting this sort of politics,
the Social-Democrats went to the extreme of pushing politicg
entirely into the background. Thirdly, working in the iso-
lation of small local workers' circles, the Social-Democrats

did not devote sufficient attention to the necessity of or-

ganising a revolutionary party which would combine all the

activities of the local groups and make it possible to organ- ¢

ise the revolutionary work on correct lines. The predomi-
nance of isolated work is naturally connected with the pre-
dominance of the economic struggle.

These .circumstances resulted in concentration on one
side of the movement only. The “economist” trend (that is,
if we can speak of it as a “trend”) has attempted to ele-
vate this narrowness to the rank of a special theory and
has tried to utilise for this purpose the fashionable Bernstein-
ism and the fashionable “criticism of Marxismn,” which ped-

dles old bourgeois ideas under a new label. These attempts |

alone have given rise to the danger of a weakening of connce-
tion between the Russian working-class movement and Rus-
sian Social-Democracy, the vanguard in the struggle for
political liberty. The most urgent task of our movement
is to strengthen this connection.

Social-Democracy is the combination of the working-class
movement and socialism. Its task is not to serve the work-
ing-class movement: passively at each of its separate stages,
but to represent the interests of the movement as a whole,
to point out to this movement its ultimate aim and its
political tasks, and to safeguard its political and ideolog-
ical independence. Isolated from Social-Democracy, the
working-class movement becomes petty and inevitably be-
comes bourgeois. In waging only the economic struggle, the
working class loses its political independence; it becomes
the tail of other parties and betrays the great priuciple:
“The emancipation of the working classes must be conquered
by the working classes themselves.” In every country
there has been a period in which the working-class movement
existed apart from socialism, each going its own way; and
in every country this isolation has weakened hoth socialism
and the working-class movement. Only the fusion of social-
ism with the working-class movement has in all countries
created a durable basis for both. But in every country this
combination of socialism and the working-class movement
was evolved historically, in unique ways, in accordance
with the provailing conditions of time and place. In Russia,
the nccessity for combining socialism and the working-class
movement was in ‘theory long ago proclaimed, but it is only
now being carried into practice. It is a very difficult process
and there is, therefore, nothing surprising in the fact that
it is # ~mpanied by vacillations and doubts.
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What lesson can be learned from the past? -

Tho entire history of Russian socialism has led to the
condition in which the most urgent task is the struggle
against the autocratic government and the achievement of
political liberty. Our socialist movement : concentrated
itself, so to speak, upon the struggle against the autocracy.
On the other hand, history has shown that. the isolation of
socialist thought from the vanguard of the working classes
is greater in Russia than in other countries, and that if
this state of affairs continues, the revolutionary movenient
in Russia is doomed to impotence.. From this condition
emerges the task which the Russian Social-Democracy is

called upon to fulfil—to imbue the masses of tho proletar-
iat with tho ideas of socialism and political consciousness,

with the spontaneous working-class movement. Russian
Social-Democracy has done much in this direction, but much

ber of activists in the movement will concentrato their effort
upon the fulfilment of various special tasks which the
daily needs of propaganda and agitation bring to the fore.
This phenomenon is q itural dnd is inevi
it causes us to bo particularly concerned wi

i L ies of struggle

- and the political organisation of
the working class. Those who push this task into tho back-
ground, who refuse to_subordinate to it all the special

a false path and causing serious harm to the movement.
And it is being pushed into the bhackground, firstly, by
ithose who call upon revolutionarics to employ only the
forces of isolated conspiratorial circles cut off from the work-
ing-class movement in the struggle against the government.

who restrict the content and scope of political propaganda,
agitation, and ‘orgaifisation; who think it fit and proper

itionary, working-class party against the autocracy.

1 in mutual benefit societies, strike funds, and wor

land against the whole of capitalist society. Without such
organisation the proletariat will ne the class-
conscious struggle; without such organisa the work-
ing-class movement is doomed to impotency. With the

aid of nothing but funds and study circles and mutual

fulfil its great historical mission—to emancipate itself and
thé whole of the Russian people from political and eco-
nomic slavery. Not a single class in history has achieved
pobwer without producing its political leaders, its prominent
répresentatives able to organise a movement and lead it.
And the Russian working class has already shown that it
can produce such men and women. The struggle which has

vealed the great potential revolutionary power of the work-
ing class; it has shown that the most ruthless government
persecution does not diminish, but, on the contrary, increases
the number of workers who strive towards socialism, towards
political consciousness, and towards the political struggle.
The congress which our comrades held in 1898 cerrectly

words, did not merely express the enthusiasm of “intellectu-
als.”;.. We must set to work resolutely to fulfil these tasks,
placing the question of the Party’s programme, organ-
isationm, and tactics on the order of the day. We have al-
ready set forth our views on the fundamental postulates of
our programme, and, of course, this is not the place to
develop them in detail. We propose to devote a series of
articles in forthcoming issues to questions of organisation,
which are among the most burning problems confronting us.
In this respect we lag considerably behind the old workers
in the Russian revolutionary movement. We must frankly
admit this defect and exert all our efforts to devise meth-
ods of greater secrecy in our work, to propagate systemati-
cally the proper methods of work, the proper ‘methods of
deluding the gendarmes and of evading the snares of the
police. We must train people who will devote the whole of
their lives, not. only their spare evenings, to the revolution;
we must build up an organisation large enough to permit tho
introduction of a strict division of labour in the various
forms of our work. Finally, with regard to questions of
tactics, we shall confine ourselves to the« following: So-
cial-Demr-acy does not tie its hands, it does not restrict

and to organise a revolutionary party inseparably connected

more still remains to be done. With the growth of the move-
ment, the field of activity for Social-Democrats becomes
wider; the work becomes more varied, and an increasing num-}

tasks and particular methods of struggle, are followingfl

It is being pushed into the background, secondly, by those §

to treat the workers to “politics” only at exceptional mo-J
ments in their lives, only on festive occasions; who too £
solicitously substitute demands for partial concessions §
irom- the autocracy for the political struggle against the §
autocracy; and who do not go to sufficient lengths to ensure E
ondly, in our early activity we often had to strugglo for our gvnat these demands for partial concessions are raised to §

fitho status of a systematic, implacable struggle of @ revolu- [

“Organiscl” Rabochaya Mysl keeps repeating t6 the work- £
ters in all keys, and all the adherents of the “ecénomist” §
jtrend echo the cry. We, of course, wholly enddtse this [
{.appeal, but we will not fail to add: organise, but notfnly

cers’ B
i circles; organise also in a political party; organise for tho ¢
determined struggle against the autocratic government

henefit societies the working class will never be able to

déveloped so widely during the past five or six years has re- §

defined our tasks and did not merely repeat other people's

its activities to some one preeonceived plan or method of
political struggle; it recognises all methods of struggle,
provided they correspond to the forces at the disposal of
the Party and facilitate the achievement of the best re-
sults possible under the given conditions. If we have a

strongly organised party, a single strike may turn into a

spolitical demonstration, into a political victory over the

government. If we have a strongly organised party, a re-
volt in a single locality may grow into a victorious revo-

lution. We must bear in mind that the struggles with the
government for partial demands and the gain of certain con-
cessions are merely light skirmishes with the enemy, en-
counters between outposts, whereas the decisive battle is
still to come. Before us, in all its strength, towers the ene-

my fortress which is raining shot and shell upon us, mow-
ing down our best fighters, We must capture this fortress,
and we will capture it, if we unite all the forces of the
awakening proletariat with all the forces of the Russian

revolutionaries into one party which will attract all that
is vital and honest in Russia. Only then will the great
prophecy of the Russian worker-revolutionary, Pyotr Alexe-
yev, be fulfilled: “The muscular arm of the working mil-
lions will be lifted, and the yoke of despotism, guarded

the soldiers’ bayonets, will be smashed to atoms!”

WE MUST JUDGE THE QUALITY OF
OUR COMMUNIST PRESS BY THE

~ HIGH STANDARDS SET FOR US
BY COMRADE LENIN!!

THE WAR IN CHINA

Russia is bringing her war with China to a close: -a num-
ber of military districts have been mobilised, hundreds of
millions of rubles have been spent, tens of thousands of
troops have been dispatched to China, a number of battles
have been fought and a number of victories won—true,
not so much over regular encmy troops, as over Chinese
insurgents and, particularly, over the unarmed Chinese
populace, who were drowned or killed, with no holding
back from tho slaughter of women and children, not to
speak of the looting of palaces, homes, and shops. The Rus-
sian Government, together with the press that kowtows
to it, is celebrating a victory and rejoicing over the fresh
exploits of the gallant soldiery, rejoicing at the victory
of European culture over Chinese barbarism and over the
fresh successes of Russia’s “civilising mission” in the [Far
Bass. - - ~
But the voices of the class-conscious workers, of the
advanced representatives of the many millions of the work-
ing people, are not heard amid this rejoicing. And yet,
it is the working people who bear the brunt of the victo-
rious new campaigns, it is working people who are
sent to the other end of the world, from whom increased
taxes aro cxtorted to cover the millions expended. Let
us, therefore, see: What attitude should the socialists adopt
towards this war? In whose interests is it being fought?
What is the real nature of the policy now being pursued
by the Russian Government? _

Our government asserts first of all that it is not wag-
ing war agai~* China; that it is merely s»=ressing a
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rebellion, pacifying rebels; that it is helping the lawful
government of China to re-establish law and order. True,
war has not been declared, but this does not chango the
situation -2 bit, because war is being waged nonethe-
less. What made the Chinese attack Europeans, what caused
the rebellion which the DBritish, French, Germans, Pus-
sians, Japanese, etc., are so zcalously crushing? “The
hostility of the yellow raco towards the white race,” “tho
Chinese hatred for European culture and civilisation”—
answer tho supporters of the war. Yes! It is true the Chi-
noso hate tho Europeans, but which BEuropeans do they
hate, and why? The Chinese do not hato the Furopecan
pooples, they have never had any quarrel with them —they
hate the European capitalists and the European govern-
monts obediont to them. Iow can the Chinese not hate
those who have come to China solely for tho sake of gain;
who have utilised their vaunted civilisation solely for tho
purpose of doception, plunder, and violence; who havo
waged wars against China in order to win the richt to
trade in opium with which to drug the people (the war
of England and Franco with China in 1856); and who hyp-
ocritically carried their policy of plunder under the guise
of spreading Christianity? The bourgeois governments
of Europe have long been conducting this policy of
plunder with respect to China, and now they have been
joined by the autocratic Russian Government. This policy
of plunder is usually called a colonial policy. Every coun-
try in which capitalist industry develops rapidly has very
soon to seek colonies, i.e., countries in which industry
is weakly developed, in which a more or less patriarchal
way of life still prevails, and which can serve as a mar-
ket for manufactured goods and a source of high profits.
For the sake of the profit of a handful of capitalists, the
bourgeois governments have waged endless wars, have sent

fregiments to die in unhealthy tropical countries, have

squandered millions of money extracted from the people, and
have driven the peoples in the colonies to desperate revolis
or to death from starvation. We need only recall the rehel-
lion of tho native peoples against the British in Iandia'*

and the famine that prevailed there, or think of the war tho:f

English are now waging against the Boers.

And now the Europcan capitalists have placed their
rapacious paws upon China, and almost the first to do

g0 was the Russian Government, which now so loudly pro-

Belaims its “disinterestedness.” It “disinterestedly” tipok
Port. Arthur away from China and began to build a
Frailway to Manchuria under the protection of Russian

troops. One after another the European governments be- by mcans of the bayonet, that have constantly to re-

jean feverishly to loot, or, as they put it, to “rent,” Chi- §
{ nese
i partition of China. 1f we are to call things by their right §
fnames, we must say that the European governments (the §discontent from the ‘governmcent to . some other object
Russian Government among tho very first) have already | F'or example, hostility is being stirred up against tho Jows.'
ithe gulter press carries on Jew-baiting campaigns, as if the-

B this partitioning openly, but stealthily, like thioves. They BJewish workers do not suffer in exactly the samo way as

territory, giving good grounds for the talk of the
started to partition China. However, they have not begun

began to rob China as ghouls rob corpses, and when the

f sccming corpse allempled to resist, they flung Lthemselves |

upon it like savage beasts, burning down whole villages,
shooling, bayonetting, and drowning in the Amur River
unarmaod inhabitants, their wives,. and theie ¢hildren. And
all theso Christian exploits are accompanied by howls
against the Chinese barbarians who dared to raise their
hands against the civilised Furopeans. The occupation of
Niuchuwang and the moving of Russian troops into Blanchu-
ria are temporary measures, declares the autocratic Russian
Government inits eircular note of August 12, 1900 addressed
to the Powers; these measures “are called forth exclu-
sively by the necessity lo repel the aggressive aperations of
Chinese rebels”; they “cannot in the least be regarded as

the policy of the Imperial Government.”

Poor Imperial Government! So Christianly unselfish,
and yet so unjustly maligned! Several years ago it un-
selfishly seized Port Arthur, and now it is unselfishly
seizing Manchuria; it has unselfishly floaded the {ron-
tier provinces of China with hordes of contractors,
engineers, and officers, who, 1y their conduct, have
roused to indignation even the Chinese, known for their
docility, The Chinese workers employed iu the con-
struction of the Chinese railway had to exist on a wage
of ten kopeks a day—is this not unselfish ou Russia’s
part?

How is our government’'s senseless policy in China to
be explained? Who benefits by it? The
to a handful of capitalist magnates who carry on trade
with China, to a handful of factory owners who manu-
facture goods for tho Asian market, to a handful of con-
tractors who are now piling up huge profits on urgent
war orders (factories producing war equipment, sup-
plies for the troops, etc., are now operating at full ca-
pacity and are engaging hundreds of new workers). This
policy is of benefit to a handful of nobles who occupy high
posts in the civil and military services. They need adventur-
ous policies, for these provide them with opportunities
for promotion, for making a career and gaining fame by
thoir “oxploits.” In the interests of this handful of capitalists
and burecaucratic scoundrels, our governmeut unhesitating-
ly sacrifices tho interests of the entire people. And in this
caso, as always, the autecratic tsarist governm™ % has

evidence of any selfish plans, which are totally alien to |

benefit goes §

proved itself to be a government of irresponsible burcau-
crats sorvilely cringing before the capitalist magnates and
nobles.
* What benefits do the Russian working class and the
labouring people generally obtain from the conquests in
China? Thousands of ruined families, whoso breadwinners
have been sent to the war; an enormous increase in the na-
tional debt and the national expenditure; mounting taxa-
tion; greater power for the capitalists, the exploiters of the
workers; worse conditions for the workers; still greater
mortality among the peasantry; famine in Siberia—this
is what the Chinese war promises and is already bringing.
The entire Russian press, all the newspapers and period-
icals are kept in a state of bondage; they dare not print
anything without permission of the government offi-
cials. This is the reason for the lack of precise infor-
mation as to what the Chinese war is costing the people;
but there is no doubt that it requires the expenditure of
many hundreds of millions of rubles. It has come to our
knowledge that the government, by an unpublished decree,
handed out the tidy sum of a hundred and fifty million
rubles for the purpose of waging the war. In addition to
this, current expenditures on the war absorb one million
rubles every three or four days, and these terrific sums are
being squandered by a government which, haggling over
every kopek, has steadily cut down grants to the famine-
stricken peasantry; which can find no money for the people's
education; which, like any kulak, sweats the workers in
the government factories, sweats the lower employees in
the post offices; etc.! = =
Minister of Finance Witte declared that on Jan-
uary 1, 1900, there wero two hundred and fifty million
rubles available in the treasury. Now this money is gone,

it has been spent on the war. Tho government is seeking

loans, is increasing taxation, is refusing necessary expendi-
tures because of the lack of money, and is putting a stop to
the building of railways. The tsarist government is threat-
ened with bankruptcy, and yet it is plunging into a policy

Bol conquost—a policy which not only demands the expend-

iture of enormous sums of money, but threatens to plunge
us into still more dangerous wars. The European states
that have flung themselves upon®China arc already begin-

Ening to quarrel ovoer the divisgm of the booty, and no one

can say how this quarrel will end. .
But the policy of the tsarist government in China is

Enot only a mockery of the inicrests. of-the people—its

aim is to corrupt the political consciousness of the masses.
Governments that maintain themselyes in power only

strain or suppress the indignation of the people, have

Iong realised the truism that popular discontent can
never bo removed and that it is nccessary to divert the

the Russian workers from the oppression of capital and the

| polico government. At the present time, the press is conduct-

ing a campaign against the Chinese; it is howling about
the savage yellow race and its hostility towards civilisa-
tion, about Russia's tasks of enlightenment, about the en-
thusiasm with which the Russian soldiers go into battle,
etc., etc. Journalists who crawl on their bellies before the
government and the money-bags are straining every nerve
to rouse the hatred of the people against China. But the
Chinese people have at no time and in no way oppressed

§ the Russian people. The Chinese people suffer from tho same

evils as those from which the Russian people suffer—they
suffer from an Asiatic government that squeezes taxes from
the starving peasantry and that suppresses every aspiration
towards liberty by military force; they suffer from the op-
pression of capital, which has penetrated into the Middlo
Kingdom. :

The Russian working class is beginning to move out
of the state of political oppression and ignorance in which
the masses of the people are still submerged. Hence, tho
duty of all class-conscious workers is to rise with all their
might against those who are stirring up national hatred
and diverting tho attontion of the working pcople from
their real enemies. The policy of tho tsarist government
in China is a criminal policy which is impoverishing, cor-
rupting, and oppressing the people more than ever. The
tsarist government not only keeps our people in slavery
but sends them to pacify other peoples who rebel azainst
their slavery (as was the case in 1849 when Russian troops
suppressed .the revolution in Hungary). It not only helps

Btho Russian capitalists to exploit the Russian workers,

whose hands it ties to hold them back from combining and
defending themselves, but it also sends soldiers to plunder
other peoples in tho interests of a handful of rich men and
nobles. There is only one way in which the new burden the
war is thrusting upon the working people can be removed,
and that is the convening of an assembly of representatives
of the people, which would put an end to the autocracy
of tho governmont and compel it to have regard for in-
terests other than those solely of a gang of courtiors.
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wWin Vanguard from p.5

Building Resolutions),

The line of the LMUL

is a perpetuation of

this error and a Justlflca—
tion of our backwardness in
that they bow to the average
by setting as our. prlmary
task, not winning over the -

: advanced, but the best of the
average.

If we recognize that in
every situation there are
the advanced, the intermedi-
ate and the backward we can
read Lenin's famous quote
from RETROGRADE TREND in a
common sense way. _There is
' no doubt that Lenin is hol-
v ding up the Weitlings and
the Bebels as the most ad- \
vanced--they even elaborate
independent socialist theo-
ries. [There is no doubt
ither that he is talking a-
“bout the great bulk of full k

time workers of the Russian
revolutionary party -- those |
who devote themselves entire—;
ly to thegeducation and orga- |
nization of the proletariat !
and who, he says, guide wor-
, kers study \circles and £ill
. the tsarlst\prlsons and places
of exile. The majority of
these would hot elabora
independent socialist theorles
like Bebel, but they are
advanced nonetheless,

N ;
Q<J = Lenin is also speaking
X e here of .the advanced c011ng to
> X\ P the fore who are still [sub-
‘ %>H>é¥* jected to the stultifying
2 o) penal servitude of factory

._labor. These "real heroces”
are not full time profession-
al party workers, but never—
theless they " possess so much
: character and will power
] . they they study, study, stu-
dy, and turn themselves into
5 conscious Social Democrats.'
= (cw, v 280) .«

ion there 1s-room'for“thE”*‘*
| relatively more advanced,
the relatively less advanced,
the intermediate and the
process of transformation.

There's another point:i-As
we say in our resolutions on
FACTORY NUCLEI, (THE COMMU-
NIST v.2 #1), "We base our-
selves on the industrial pro-
letariat in the large factor-
-ies and mills as the decisive
sector of the revolutionary
proletariat in regards to
numbers and concentration,
breadth of outlook and influ-
ence, and strategic position
and fighting capacity to over-
throw monopoly capitalism. at
the present our whole task
must be to go lower and deep-
er among the working masses
and to consolidate our posi-
tion in the working class."

. In other words the task of
party building is to go to
the decisive sectors of the
proletariat and to 1dentifv‘

the advangeg““ tnose situ-

ations, In those factories
and mills the polemic to end
these debates about who is
advanced is written din sweat.

And it takes some dry as

dust "revolutionary" pessi-

mist to think that the task

can't be done or that we are
dealing with only a very

tiny stratum., In thisi res-

pect our situation is little

different from that of{the

Bolsheviks: "There are no

people =—- yet there ils a

mass of people." (WHAT IS

TO BE DONE, (pek. Ed. p. 157)

There are large numbers
of advanced workers in the
mills and factories of the
US and it is our backward-
‘ness, our inability to xeach
them with Marxism-Leninism,
and abowve all the theoretical
justifications of those facts
that cause some among us to
think that the numbers of the
advanced are tiny. We lack
experience and winning the

vanguard is hard. But "re-
4ﬁvnlutionary experience and

organizatiopal skill are
JSgthlngs that can be acqulred,
prov1ded the desire is there
to acquire them, provided °
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the shortcomings are recog-

nized."(Pek. P.40)What we have
o’ fight is when people appear sdvanced, they would call for

who regard shortcomings as
virtues and give theoretical
justification to our back-
wardness. That must be our
position on the guestion of
the advanced. We must fight
every attempt to give up on
the task of winning the van-
guard to communism in order
to drag our primary work
backward to winning over the
average.

PROPAGANDA IS THE CHIEF FORM
OF ACTIVITY

Based on an incorrect
analysis of the question of
the advanced, that our pri-
mary task is to win the
vanguard to communism, LMLU
cannot in a straightforward
way give priority to our
propaganda work., They pay
lip service to the position
that propaganda is the
chief form of ouir activity,
but the leading role of pro-

‘paganda, work does not clearly

emerge from their argument.
Instead there is a tendency
to belittle the role of pro-

, Paganda and, as a_conseguence,

the mobilizing, organizing
and transforming power of
‘Marxist-Leéninist theory..
The first/ way that they
belitt e propaganda is to
belittl S scope, This
comes from their view that
the advanced, to which pro-

paganda is primarily direc-
_only a tiny strata.

Secon , they belittle the

shevik newspaper. In par-
ticular they criticize the
newspapers of the Wing as
being too theoretical and
having too much propaganda.
In their view this is be-
cause the Wing accepts Len-
in's "narrow" definition of
an advanced worker. They
write: "After all, if the
main task is to win over
workers who meet Lenin's
definition of advanced worker
then it makes sense that
their newspapers are written
as they are, for such wor-
kers would be fully capable
of grasping the content of
such articles." Wrong! It
does not make sense because
these newspapers are far,
far too narrow to meet the
needs of the advanced.

But that isn't the

thrust of IMLU's criticism .
In their view these news-~
papers are not wrong be-
cause they are too narrow,
but because they are written
for the advanced and there-
fore could not be grasped
by the "best elements" they
want to work with., Unfor-
tunately this view is ano-
ther instance where they
contradict the views of Len-
in. Compare the passage
just quoted with Lenin's
‘statement in RETROGRADE
TREND: "The newspaper that
wants to become the oxgan
of all Russian Socdal Demo-—
cracy must, therefore, be at
‘the level of the advanced
workers; not only must it
not lowexrsits level artifi-'
cally, but, on the contrary
it must raise it constantly,

it must follow up all the
tactical, political and theo-
retical problems of world
Social Democracy." (CwW, v.4
.P. 280), In Lenin's view a
newspaper is written for the
advanced -- and according to
his definition. Furthexrmore,
according to Lenin, "The av-
erage worker will not under-
stand some of the articles

in a newspaper that aims to
be the organ of the Party, he
willnot be able to get a full
grasp of an intricate theore-
tical or practical problem."

4{ro e of“propaganda in a Bol-

In other words, IMLU's.
criticism of the news-
papers of the Wing misses
its mark. (In fact, if they
followed Lenin's view that

a newspaper must be directed °

at the advanced, and then

ﬁé

2 with raising the level and

were consistent with their
own interpretation of the

as Lenin says in the DRAFT
DECLARATION, is not a mech-
anical one, but geared to

« cadres newspapers of the RCP serve our tasks.

Kind.)

In addition, we think
that giving priority to :
propaganda means, above all
recognizing the leading role
of propaganda at this time
We cannot lead the :
day to day struggles of the
masses without consolidating
a Bolshevik core. But in -
consolidating such cores, it
is propaganda which is de-
cisive and our press must
play the guiding role in that
‘Wwork,  For example, we have
an article in this issue of
THE COMMUNIST on agitation
in one plant carried out a-
round the struggle for trade
union democracy. This work
was based on a relatively
low level of propaganda and
small consolidation of the
advanced forces. If it is
_to go forward and expand,
broaaEﬁiﬁg“iEE‘SCDPEjﬁo"
include also politcal agita-
tion, it will be on the ba-
sis of the full consolida-"

"tion of a Bolshevik coreé.
‘This depends first of all on
our propaganda work and the
dhlef form of our act1v1ty ‘
“1s geared to that. Aany be— .
llttllng of our propaganda
work in this sphere means
\\to restrict the scope of our
agitation as well, condemn~
ing our work to tailing the
trade union movement. Thus
we must be vigilant against
any attempt to belittle the
2 == : decisive role of propaganda
: : or divert us to aimless agi-
Y e s tation at the workplace and
PRIORITY STILL GOES TQ PRO- in the mass movement.
PAGANDA WORK l
The comrades insist that\1
a newspaper in this period KP
should be primarily agita- [|i \
tional, We don't disagree
with that line, which is put
forward by Lenin in the
RAFT DECLARATIOV OF ISKRA J
=

—._Another criticism they
make\of the Wing shows the
third way in which these
omrades belittle propagan—
da, They write: "Each of
their newspapers . . o

is primarily propaganda.
Only infrequently do they
discuss concrete struggles
that are occuring (except
political line struggles
within the communist move-
ment.) They do not take up
mass campaigns in the pages
of their newspapers. Rarely
have they included agitation-
al articles." (p. 85).

This line equates
agitation with the concrete
struggle and propaganda
. with what is abstract. However

both propaganda and aglta—
tion are empty and sterile if
they are not a concrete ap—
plication of Marxism~Leninism
to concrete events. As Len-
in makes clear, propaganda
will take a concrete situa-
tion such as unemployment
and explain it fully:and
in detail, while agitation
will take a particular inci-
dent or aspect of it and
uses it in order to arouse
discontent, anger and the
passion for revolutlonary
acthltyq J

In concluding, we call
the attention of comrades
'\ to our party building reso-
5] lutions which present a cor-
rect view on many of these
questions, We state that ?

arty building means winning +

e vanﬁﬁﬁfa‘t““éommnnlsm
as our central task. We use
interchageably the terms
vanguard, advanced, foremost
representatives and best ele~
ments, and state that we
_must subordinate all our work
“to the task of winning the _
vanguard. We point out th at
it is on the basis of a Bol-
shevik core that we lay the
reliable foundation for ex-—
panding our political activ-
ity. We then state what we
mean by wirning the wanguard
of the proletariat to com-
munism., It means winning the
foremost representatives and
the best elements. It means
"mobilizing the experience,.
revolutionary spirit, and
selfless devotion of those
who show their readiness
and ability to serve the
cause of the working class,
who prove their ability to
win the confidence of the
masses, who accept communism
consciously and who devote
themselves entirely to the

educatlon and oroanlzatlon
of the proletar jats

We\alsgmgggee,“fhat in
general the agitational woxk
of our movement is far too
narrow -- we do indeed intend
to build the mass movement.
But it is important that our
position on agita sub-

‘ordinate to propaganda woOrk .
which has priority., Our —
Viéews on agitation must not

become a cover oxr justifica-
tion for diverting us from
the central task of winning
the advanced to communism.
P

In WHAT IS TO BE DONE,
Lenin's primary concern was

expanding the scope of both
propaganda and agltatlon

‘and attacking all those who

would _restrict the propaganda
_and agitational tasks of the
Iskra organization. He em-
phasized the need for com-
prehensive and topical po~. -
litical exposures that
treated all the burning
questions of the movement. in
all their aspects both tor
raise the consciousness of
class conscious revolution-
aries and also to guide the
party and the masses in re-
volutionary activity. And,
measured by Lenin's ISKRA -
articles, the problem with
the propaganda and agitation-
al articles in our newspapers
is not only that they are
not sufflciently topical and
concrete but also that they
are not thorough and com—
prehensive enough, :

Accomplishing this task
requires "a complete ideo-
logical and political vic-
tory over opportunism, re- -
visionism, chauvinism, nar-
row nationalism and all
of bourge01s

the proletariat from commu—
nism and which is the pri-
mary obstacle to welding the
core. Therefore the chief 3
form _of our activity must be
propaganda, Other sections
of the resolutions

emphasize the need for
comprehensive prlitical ex-
posures as the means to
train the masses and our-
selves in political con-
sciousness and revolution~
ary activity.

* *

During this period we
think the work of our press
overall, as with the rest
of our work, must give pri- -
ority to propaganda. Thus
we think an organization
such as ours which dbes not
at this time publish a theo-

" retical journal will place
a relatively greater empha-

. sis in its newspaper on pro-
paganda. The line here,




- SICK-PAY STOLEN FROM WORKERS

As decadent imperialism
further declines, the capita-
lists are striving to streng-
then those allies who help
them maintain their present
dictatorship over the working
class and broad masses, In
recent years we have seen the
resurrection of the ugly faces
of the Nazis, the Klan and
the increasingly reactionary

decisions of the Supreme Court,

etc. As Lenin explained in
THE TRADE UNION QUESTION, it
is the labor aristocracy who
are the main social props of
the bourgeoisie among the
working class movement. In
advanced capitalist countries
it is the big trade union buw
eaucrats who are the bulwark
of the labor aristocracy.

What has emerged from this are
deals made between the union
leadership and the bourgeoisie
which strengthen the union
bureaucrats while further un-
dercutting the proletariat's
power, - What happened in Chi-
cago at Cook County Hospital
is a clear example,

In December, 1975, after
months of secrecy, John Miller
President of Local 46 (Service
Employees International Union)
announced a tentative agree-
ment with the governing com-
mission (administration) of
Cook Count: Hospital, (CCH).
Just one week before Christ-

mas the over 2,000 ward clerks,

clerks, housekeepers, order-—
lies, aides, transporters and
dietary workers were told
they would receive a 5%

raise over the next three
years, no cost of living
clause, no increase in bene-
fits and that they would no
longer get paid for their
first sick day. In submitting
the vote to the membership,
the union chiefs painted it
as a great victory and, lying
outrightly, elaimed they had
won the first "closed shop"
in the history of public em—
ployee collective bargaining
in Illinoise.

Throughout the history of
union struggles in this coun-~
try, a center of conflict has
been closed versus open shops.
A closed shop means that all
workers must join the union
in order to get a jobs and
they must stay in the union
to keep their jobs Closed ,
shops were won after long and
hard struggles and are a
stronger form or organization
for the working class, expres-—
sing the leadership of the ad-
vanced and intermediate wor-—

kers over the backward workersg

It is a form of organization
which helps to undermine the
ability of the capitalists to
bribe a section of the wor-
kers to keep them out of the
unions. In these struggles
many workers also won union
shops which mean that every
employee has to join a union
within 30 days of being hireq.
But after the many successful
union drives in the 1930's,
the bourgeoisie launched a
campaign throughtout the coun-

The right to strike is an
essential weapon of the work-
ing class. In the present cap-
italist crisis this right is
coming under increasing at-
tack as the bourgeoisie seeks
to strait-jacket the struggles

- of workers, This issue has be-
come an object of sharp class
struggle., On one side are the
capitalists, the courts, fed-
eral arbitration agencies and
the labor bureacrats like
Meany and Miller who perch
iike wvultures on the top of
the trade unions. On the other
side are the millions of rank-
and-file workers. The right to
strike lies at the heart of
the recent wild-cat strike
that included 105,000 coal
miners throughout West Vir-

try and especially in the South

and Southwest, to ban both
closed and union shops. The
Taft—-Hartly amendment to the
National Labor Relations Act
in 1948 made closed shops il-
legal, although they had been
lawful under the orgihal Wag-
ner Act., In addition, 14 (Db)
of the Taft Hartley Act gave
states the right to enact
"right to.work" laws. These
laws outlaw any form of union
security clause. 19 states
have now passed right to work
laws and it is an important
issue in the presidential
campaign that both candidates
pandering to these states,
support "right to work,"
notably the peanut capitalist
who fronts for the Democratic
party, Jimmy Carter,

These laws are attempts by
the bourgeoisie to create
safe havens for capitalist
development in less industri-
ally developed areas, particu-
larly in the Black nation and
Southwest. They say that any
body can work anyplace and
doesn't have to either be-
long to a union or pay dues,
But it is an elementary class
lesson that an individual
worker 1is powerless against
the power of capital. As an
individual bargaining against
a company he is nothinge.

A worker can defend himself
only if he is part of a big
strong organizations Compar-—
ing -wage scales and working
conditions of highly organi-
zed with unorganized sectors
of the workforce makes this
obvious. What big capital deces
is to use the ruling class
ideology of individualism to
bribe a few into thinking
that they are getting a "good
deal" and don't need a union
in order to weaken the many.
But nobody has the "right to
work" under capitalism. ' This
"good deal" is not the right
to work, but the chance to
scab.

With the strengthening of°
the trade union bureacracy
has come the "agency shop'.
The agency shop requires e-—
veryone covered by the union
contract to pay union dues,
but doesn't require workers
to join the union, This is
satisfactory to the bureau-
crats who are only interest-

- ed in more mcney to fatten

their personzl salaries and
benefits., Pecause they rely
on bourgeois legality, arbi-
tration and mo-strike clauses,
they are not interested in in-
creased active membership in
the unions. They are indif-
ferent to the increased tyni-
cism this promotes among the
backward workers ~ and to the
fact that the capitalists of-
ten take advantage of the
cynicism to promote decerti-
ficatién votes that destroy
unions., This agency shop

does exist among public em-
ployees in Hawaii and Michi-
gan and has always been
brought in as part of a trade-
off for a major concession.

ginia,
IllanlS,
The strike began at Grace

hio, Pennsylvania,

Mine No.3 in West Virginia in

a dispute between the Cedar
Coal Company and Local 1759
of the United Mine Workers
(UMW). The strike began eight
local mines, but when a court

- injunction was brought against

the striking workers, fining

Local 1759 $50,000 plus

$25,000 for each day of the
strike, miners throughout the
country joined the West Vir-

ginia miners in militant sol-

idarity. It was a stirring
example of working class unity
and strength., 105,000 workers
stood steadfast against the
governemnt's court-ordered
attacks on the miners! right
to strike,

,in all

Indiana and Colorado.

The trade—-off at CCH was
to give up the first day
sick pay. Under the old con-
tract, the workers received

_one paid sick day per month

which they could use to get
paid for days off due to ill-
ness, this included their
first day-of illness. Now,
whenever they are ill, they
automatically lose one day's
pay. The intensity of laber
at CCH is increasing and. the
need for sick pay is greater
than ever before. 1In the
case of the housekeepers,

who have the greatest physi-
cal burden, over a dozen wor-—
kers have been sent to the in-
tensive care unit in the last
two years for heart conditions.
Because wages have not at all
kept up with inflation, most
workers are breaking even with
their living expenses. ' The
loss of a day's pay is sig-
nificant, and this recent
decision is a real attack.

This cutting back of sick
time benefits is occurring
findustries and is
part of the present assault

» by the capitalists on the

living standards of the wor-
king class, The capitalists
hope that the loss of first
day sick pay will force the
workers to come to work even
when they are sick, . This in-
creases their profits in two
ways: first, less money is
paid out for sick time and,
second, less workers will be
hired to replace those who
are ill, These capitalist
bloodsuckers justify this by
calling sick-pay a “privi-
lege" even as they increase
our exploitation, working us
harder and harder., When we
are sick, they say we are
"abusing our privilege". Not
only do we have to pay out=-
rageous orlces for our medi-
cal caré to these profit-seek—
king enterprises, but they
seek to even further rcb us
of our income when we have
hard times.

As the capitalists cxy

- out that "you workers are a-

busing your sick time privil-
eges" the trade union bureau-
crats join in the chorus

like a pack of trained dogs.
At a well attended union
meeting last April 3, John
Miller, president of Local
46, proved that he serves his
capitalist masters well, This’
so—~called "leader" had the
gall to hysterically lash out
at the workers blaming them
not the capitalists, for the
loss of the first day sick
pay. Sounding like a boss

he accused the workers of a~
busing their privilege, of
taking off too many Mondays
and Fridays. He then threa-
tened them with doing nothing
about impending layoffs and
even said he would not ask
for a raise in their next
contract if they.continued to
call in sick in the same waye.
Then after this scum had fin-
ished his ravings, he pro—
ceeded, with a st ila

Miners Wildcar Over nght ro

Arnold Miller, the suppo-
sedly "liberal" president of
the UMW, opposed the strike
from. the very beginning., A
true member of the labor ar-
istocracy, he clearly sided
with the mine owners. More
and more mine workers are now
recognizing that he is a wolf
in sheep's clothing. At a
meeting on August 10, this
interchange between a rank-
and-file miner and Miller took
place: "Yocu say you disagree
with what we're doing?" the
angry miner asked Miller. "I
disagree with the means you
use to accomplish your goals",
Miller answered. The worker
responded, "You're fighting
us now. You're on their side."

-
to the bourgeoisie's chief
political representative in
Chicago, Mayor Richard Daley,
to pass out $10 Bribes to
the workers in the various
precincts who had turned out
the largest vote for Michael
Howlett (Daley's candidate
for governor).

In place of the non-struggle
and class collaborationist pol-
itics of the trade union bur-
eaucrats, we must put communist
leadership and a strong, unif-
ied working class stand in the
unions. Attacks such as the
loss of sick pay must be res-
olutely opposed. Instead of
accepting half-hearted half-
way measures like the agency
shop which only benefit the
pocketboocks of the trade union
bureaucrats, we must fight to
bring all workers into the
unions and develop a strong
rank-and-file movement to kick
the bureacrats out of leader-
ship., We must persevere to
build communist cells in the
plants and workplaces which
are the only means to provide
communist leadership in the
unions.

The bourgeoisie attempts
to spread one victory over a
section of the class to the
entire class. This is why it
is important for workers to
unite across union lines to
defeat any attempt by the
bourgeoisie to increase their
attacks on workers. After the
victory over the members of
Local 46, the administration
then told the non-union work-—
ers they would lose their
first two days of sick pay
until they had accumulated
two years worth of sick pay.
They are now threatening
Local 1111, the workers at
Oak-Forest Hospital in Local
73 and the professionals,
such as the nurses, with the
same attack.

i

At CCH it is necessary to
face reality and realize that
the attacks are going to con-
tinue and must be faced head
on, For example, there is in-
creasing talk that the Govern-
ing Commission is going to
replace the entire house-keep-
ing staff with a contract ser-
vice. It is our task to expose
the complicity of Miller and
his fellow bourgeois—agents in
these attacks, and organize
against them, carefully plan-
ning out each step of the bat-
tle. When the contract reopens
next May the entire workforce
must be prepared. At the pres-—
ent time, as we carry out ex—
posure and develop organization
against the trade union bureau-:
crats and in defense of the
class in its economic strug-—
gles against the capitalists,
it is necessary to demonstrate
on a daily basis the need for
the proletariat to build its
own political organization, a
new communist party.

Strikel

This worker spoke the truth.
The mine workers have a glori-
ous history of class struggle.
They were the first successful
union organized on an industry
wide basis and were the main-
stay and originators of the
CIO, where they aided other
workers to form industrial
unions. They have won their
battles through persistent re-—
liance on their strength exer-
cised through strikes. In 1965
alone there were 1,139 strikes
in the mines. Now Miller, who
ran -for office as a reform
candidate, is uniting with the
capitalists and the governement
to put a stop to this militant
class struggle. He and his
fellow bureacrats have initi-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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TRADE UNIONDEMOCRACY AND OUR TASKS

The Workers Congress has-’
correctly defined the cen-
tral task of party building
to build a genuine revolu-
tionary communist party, to
" win the vanguard of the
proletariat to communism .
-We also hold that accomplish~
ing this task requires a
" complete ideological and
political victory over op-
portunism, revisionism, e-
conomism, chauvinism, nar-

- row-nationalism and all man- |
“ifestations of bourgeois
ideology. More recently theX
Workers Congress put forth
the task of preparing for
wag (see THE COMMUNIST v,2,
#5

Our analysis shows that we
have put forward the slogan

_Raise the Bannex of civil War

Therefore, our task in an
intexr-imperialist war is to
turn an imperialist war in-
to a civil war against our
own bourgeoisie.

But, to give genuine Bol-
shevik leadership to the
masses, we must have a par-
ty based on a ‘strong granxte
foundation with close ties
with the masses, able to
support and lead every out-
break and protest, having
stability, energy and contin.
uity of the political strug-
gle, providing all-around
comprehensive political ex-
posure as the chief means
in training ourselves and
‘the masses in revolutionary
activity. .

TRADE UNION WORK AND DEMOC-

* RACY

In order to prepare for
war, we must take up the
various struggles of the
class as a whole, This means
struggle for reforms and
struggle for democracy in -
general. What is the rela-
tion between trade union

 work and the struggle for dem—

ocracy? Lenin brings forth
that imperialism is the ne-
" gation of democracy in its
home and foreign policy.
‘Therefore, imperialism turns
- democracy into an illusion,
though at the same time it
‘engenders democratic aspira-
‘tions among the masses. It
is the duty of every communi~
nist to struggle for democ-
.racy, that is to utilize the
‘struggle for democracy to
_struggle for socialism. This
-is an important aspect on
" seeing the relationship be-
tween capitalism and democ-
- racy, between socialism and
- democracy, It becomes ob-
vious why in the bourgeoise's
effort in preparing for war
in its arms build-up, there
must be a corresponding ef-
fort to take away democratic
rights of the masses of wor-
king people and to disarm
- them politically and ideo-
logically as with the policy
of "detente".

This is vividly reflected-
in the trade union struggle.
We can clearly see the con-
nection between imperialism
and the negation of democ=-
racy. In recent times,
union members have been
ousted out of unions fox
‘struggling against union of-
‘ficials; in certain hospital
un;ons,nwbrkers have been
brutally beaten up and
thrown:out of union meetings.
In the:United Steel Workers .
of Aamerica, we have witnessed
the right to strike taken a-
way. There are countless
examples of sell-out union
leaders: who betray the wor-
king
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The tighter the
bourgeoisie come down on the
working people, the more it
is reflected in the role
union mis-leaders play to-
wards the working class. It
‘is essential that communists
and advanced workers take up
the struggles for union de-
mocracy in an effort to play
a leading role in the day to
day struggles of the prole—

{ tariat.

(&l

SHOULD COMMUNISTS WORK IN
REACTIONARY TRADE UNIONS?
I1f we are to effectively
prepare for war, we must
take up the difficult and
protractéd task of work in
all unions, including the
reactionary trade unions,
because the last two world

wars show that the bourgeoisie nuclei.

would not have been able to
influence the proletariat
with bourgeois nationalism
and “patriotism* without the
support of the reformist
trade union leaders and so-

cial democrats.

It will be impossible to win
the vanguard to communism
and prepare for war if we do
not actively take up the dif-

. ficult task of work in the
trade unions and win the wor-
kers over to the side of
communism and take the lead-
ership of the trade unions in
the course of our work. But,
the question arises, what
does trade union work entail?
What are all the aspects of

* trade union work? How do we
combine the economic struggle
with the politics of socia--
lism?  We must take into ac-
count each aspect of trade
union work, each industry,
.each field of production and
work for the development of
tactics in each phase of

_work. As Marx says, "Large
scale industry conceatrates
in one place a crowd of peo-
ple unknown to one another.
Competition divides their
interests. But the mainten-
ance of wages, this common
interest which they have a-
gainst their boss, unites
them in a common thought of
re51stance —-combination. . .
. Combinations, at tirst iso-
lated, constituting them~
selves into groups... and in
face of always united capi-.

! tal, the maintenance of the.
association becomes more ne-
cessary to them (ie., the
.workers) than that of wages..
In this struggle-~a vertita-
ble civil war--all the ele-
ments necessary for a coming
battle unite and develop.
Once it has reached this
point, association takes a
political character." (Lenin

! selected Works, Vol. 1 page
»54~55). By taking up these
economic struggles, we are
training the workers to act
in their own interest and to
distinguish the role of the
sell-out trade union leader-
ship. But, does it mean you'
are economist if you take up
economic struggles of the
working class? Lenin makes
this clear. "Hence, it fol-
lows that social-democrats

the situation. Communists
must play a role in explain-
ing the union contracts,

Most trade unions will give a
new union member a package of
materials, which includes
the contract, upon joining
the union, but they will not
assist them in using this
information to their benefit.
Communists must play a lead-.
ing role in strikes, commu-
nists should work to be shop
stewards, committee men and
hold all other posts in the

‘union to provide influence in

the proletarian struggle.
This calls for diversified
work in the form of propa-

{ ganda and agitation. Organi-

zationally, this calls fox
secret work, that is the
need to develop cores and

We must see the
vicious role of the union
leaders ‘and the bourgeoisdie
who have and will move on
communists in the work place.
There are many existing clau~
Ses in certain union consti-
tutions preventing communists
from holding positions in
the union. This only shows
that the bourgeoisie and the
courts, etc., will stop at
nothing in suppressing the
workers, and especially com~
munists and even preventing
them from joining the unions.
This is why we must combine
legal and illegal methods in
this work. That will facili-
tate our goal. Lenin says,
"There need be no doubt that
those gentlemen, the "lead-
ers" of opportunism will re-
sort to every trick of bour-
gois diplomacy, to the aid
of bourgeois governments,

the priests, the police, and
the courts, to prevent commu-

- nistsjoiningthe trade unions,

‘,

" illegal method.

to force them out by every
means, to make their work in
the trade unions as unplea-
sant as possible, to insult,
bait and persecute them. We
must be able to withstand all
this, to agree to all and
every sacrifice and even if
need be, to resort to vari-
ous stratagems, artifices, il-
legal methods, to evasions
and subterfuges, only so as
to get into the trade unions,
to remain in them and to car-
ry on communist work within
them at all costs.” (LEFT-
WING COMMUNISM, AN INFANTILE
DISORDER page 46-47)

There are many examples of
collaboration of union lead-
ers and company bosses that
have isolated and kicked out
communists from the work
place. 1In many cases, this
could have been prevented
if the work would have been
carried on in.a secret or
This is im-
perative ‘that we take up
this kind of work, especially

- in light of war and reaction-

ary measures like the S-1
Bill,

TAKING UP THE ECONOMIC STRUG-
GLE

We can give an example of

" not only must not confine them- worklng in one reactlonary

selves entirely to the eco-
nomic struggle; they must not
even allow the organization
of economic exposures to be-.
come the predominant part of
_ their activities. We must
actively take up the poli-
tical education of the wor-
king class and the develop~
ment of its political con-
sciousness.” (WITBD page 70).

But what is some of the
work that most workers and
communists are involved in

and how should they influence

union in a company that is
part of a large monopoly cor-
poration. There have been
frequent layoffs and attempts
to "cut costs.” This has .
meant workers doing more than
one man's job. In spite of
these conditions, the workers
have to pay the price, earn-
ings were $24.9 million in -
the first quarter of 1976.
This represents a 3.1 percent
increase over the first r-
ter earnings in 1975, which

x\lwere $24,.2 mllllon, compared
\,|to 1974,
nings in 1976 showed a 12.1
percent increase.

First quarter ear-

wWhile wor-

< surance premiums,
.cuts into their profits.

kers are laid off, the com-
pany boasted about their pro-
fits. Speedup, has meant
more workers injured. There
was a reactionary rule the
company implemented that if

a worker were injured three
times in a year, he would be
subjected to dismissal, be-
cause the company doesn't
want to pay the increased in-
since this
But
there is a direct connection
in the speed-up and injuries
on the job. But, instead,
the company would dismiss a
worker as a result of these
injuries. Some workers have
kept quiet about their injux-—
ies, fearing that it would go
agalnst their record. There
is constant harrassement by
the foreman, and the company
has fired workers for just
speaking up to the foreman.

-While this situation has gone

on for years, the union has
done very little in this re-*
gard. The only time you
would see the representatives
was when he was collecting
union dues. There have been
many cases of discrimination
against Black and Mexican
woikers, which the.union re-
fuses to deal with.

There was an effort to deal
with this situation. There

" was not even a shop steward

in the plant. So several of .
us workers went to the union
and stated we needed a shop
steward. They said that we
had the union representative
and that he is serving as a
union steward and therefore
we didn’t need one. We a-
gain made the motion at the

union meeting in the form of

-a proposal in writing. We

felt that we needed some
union representation on the
job, for the company bosses
would fire workers and when
the representative would
come two or three days later
to take up the matter, the
company would consolidate
their position by distorting
the charges against the wor-
ker and using "stool pigeons”
to say that the worker was
doing this or that. More-
over, when workers would be
brought into the office for
certain "warnings®, they
would not be accompanied by
a steward or someone to stand!
as witness in his behalf,
This often meant workers
would be intimidated or

-threatened with firing if

they didn't submit to the
company. So, when the union
was presented with this pro-
posal on the floor, they
said they would appoint one.
But, first they would have
to take it up with the execu-
tive board. Immgine some-
thing that the union should
automatically consent to, it
had to take it to a "higher
body". After stalling for a
few weeks, they finally a-
greed to this. But, they
were going to appoint them,
We said we wanted an election,
They rejected this because
they said that some "stool
pigeons” might get elected.
This was a move to prevent
the more militant and advan~
ced workers from being elect-
ed, But, even considering
that, if the union would ap-
point someone, wouldn’t it

be logical to appoint the

. workers who consistently

lead the struggles for the

. shop steward and who drew up

and presented the proposal.
But, by their standards, we
were too unruly, we would be
to vocal, too out-spoken. The
union representative even
tried to disuade us by sayinrg
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TOWN BATTLES FO.. STRIKING WORKERS

On June 1, 1976, I.U.E,
workers at the Copeland Cor-
poration plant in Sidney, Ohio,
got fed up with the bargaln—
ing efforts of their union
and staged a wildcat strike.
The labor bureaucrats re-
fused to back the strike and
the workers returned to work
and took an official vote to
strike on June 12, 1976,

After the wildcat strike
the company picked out 13
workers as leaders of the
strike and dismissed them,
When the workers set up their
picket lines for the official
strike the company again re-
fused to recognize the strike
and continued production with
400 non-union employees. The
company then informed the
strikers that they would not
receive their vacation pay.
The workers became-.angry and:
organized a mass picket at.
the plant gate...:The company
then went lmmedlately ,to the.
courts and obtalned an injunc-
tion against the mass picket-
ing, and the workers were
ordered to set up 2 picketers
per gate. The workers refused
and sat on the ground with
joined arms. The local police
who had been called on the
scene began to spray the
workers with high pressure
water hoses, and swing
their billy clubsa One woman
work: ic £ff_the

ground with billy clubs under
her arms and she received
back injuries. Other workers
were brutalized by the police.
They were taken to jail in
horse vans and trucks.

When the people of Sidney
heard about the arrest they
assembled downtown at the po-
lice station 2,000 to 3,000
strong. When they saw the po
lice brlng the strikers out of
the van in damp clothing to be
taken to jail, they became
angry and started throwing
rocks and bottles at the po-
lice station. The police
blocked off a six square mile
area of the town and declared
a state of police emergency -
and started using tear gas and
dogs to break up the crowd.
More than 300 police were
called in from all of the
surrounding counties. The po-
lice began arresting anyone
in sight. After the riot the
people in Sidney collected
over $2,000 by 4 a.m. the
next morning and all the
strikers and their supporters
were out of jail before the
day ended.

The Sidney Ohio plant em—
ploys over 2,500 workers of
which 50% are women. It has
been said that the corpora-
tion controls over 85% of
Sidney. The corporation
made over 137 million dollars

in profit after buying 5 new
plants in the Ohio area.

The spontaneous actions of
the Copeland workers represent
the grewing consciousness of
workers all over the country
due to the developing capi-
talist crisis. This consci-
ousness is developing in op-
position to the class collab-
orationist labor bureaucrats,
and Sidney is a good example.
The wildcat strike, the mass
pickets and demonstrations
took place mostly without
the support of the I.U.E.
When the bureaucrats saw that
they could not stop these
events they offered some
piecemeal support. One sig-
nificant factor concerning
the events was the important
role of women employees.

They helped to organize the
strike and are playing an ac-—
tive role in it. They have
been fundamental in tracking
down company warehouses in
other parts of Ohio to set up
pickets. Another significant
factor is the unity of the
workers in response to the
events in Sidney, the I.U.E.
workers received pleges of
support from over 5,000 wor-
kers in the midwest, such as

.Chicago, Detroit, Cincinnati,

and other areas. These wor-
kers have offered to join the
Sidney workers in Ohio in

their struggle against the
company and the courts. The
important lesson that the
workers are learning is that
they cannot rely on the bur-
eaucrats, the courts and the
police in waging their eco-
nomic struggle. One worker
summed up the militant actions
as follows: :

"All we have are our numbers.
We don't have police on our
side, we don't have the courts
on our side. Just our numbers."

This militant action by
workers brings forward many
lessons to our class. The
role of the state and labor
bureaucrats as weapons in the
hands of the capitalists was
exposed. The tremendous mil-
itancy and initiative of the
masses should be a powerful
incentive for communists to
intensify their efforts to
bring into these movements the
science of Marxism Leninism
to guarantee that these battles
become part of the overall
struggle of the international
working class aimed at the
complete overthrow of imper-
ialist rule.
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MINERS FROM P, 9
ated a program with the Bitu-

minous Coal Operators Associ-—
ation, an.erganization of mine
owners, in cooperation ‘with:
the director' of: the: Federal
Mediation.and Conciliation
Service, to "train" the work-
ers to use a grievance proce-
dure rather than strikes to
settle local disputes. Like
the Experimental Negotiating
Agreement in steel, this is an
attempt to rationalize and
veil the open class antagon-
isms that exist between the
workers and the capitalist
___ownerss.It.is.part-of the >
present attempt by the bour-
geoisie to maintain strict
discipline over the working
class due to preparation for
‘another imperialist war. The
mining industry is crucial
because of the important role
coal plays in providing ener-

gy Ior war production and be-
cause it is such a key link
to other important industries
such as steel on which the
production of armaments de-—
pends.

Miller is attempting to
exercise complete control.
‘ovar he locals in the UMW,
curtailing their right to
strike over local grievances.
This would replace direct 3
action by the workers with
lengthy and costly arbitra-
tion cases and grievances
that usually are decided in
favor of the capitalists. -
But ‘thé presént courageous
strike shows that the workers
will wage a bitter struggle
against this class collabor-
ationist plot.

The mine workers are
playing a vanguard role in
their fight for contract
clauses that give the locals

the right to strike over loc-
al issues. This struggle must
receive the utmost support
from workers across the
country., A ‘victory for the
mineworkers would be key to
 breaking open the developing
struggle of the steelworkers
against the ENA and would be
a bulwark against no-strike
deals in other industries.

The unity of the mine-
workers forced the government
to back down, cancel the fines
and even forced it to order
the Cedar Coal Company to re=
hire six workers.fired for. ...
leadinig the strike. It was a
victory that revealed the
emptiness of Miller's sell-out
program. ‘In opposition to the
capitalists, their bourgeois
state apparatus and their
stooges, the trade union bur-
eaucrats, the working class
has again raised the banner

of class struggle and cour-
ageously upheld their right
to strike!

The Workers Congress (Marx-
ist-Leninist) has raised the
slogan "Go Deeper into the
Industrial Masses", We do
this in order to carry out
our task of winning the ad-
vanced to communism, of
building communist nuclei in
the factories and giving
communist leadership in the
trade unions. Only in this
way can class consciousness,
socialist consciousness, be-
come-an=integral part of the
worklng class movement.

Only in this way can the
working class movement con-
sciously move forward and
consolidate its victories,
moving forward to the final
overthrow of the capitalist
system.

AR
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whoever the steward would be
had "better know the contract".
The union finally picked two
of the most backward elements
with the collaboration of
the company. We know
‘this because the foremen
were the ones who asked these
workers to be the stewards,
One steward didn't even want
the job, but the union and
the company persuaded him to
take the job. ' The union and
the company both agreed on
these selections. One ste-
ward didn't even have a
copy of the contract; it had
to be furnished by one of
us. Also, the union gave no
booklets, no contracts, no
constitution, no grievence
reports or nothing to the
stewards. They were simply
just appointed. All see the
true role of the union lead-
ership and their collabora
tion with the company. Many
‘workers saw the absence of
union democracy, like not e-
ven being able to elect their
own shop steward. All of
this can be connected to the
powerful influence of the
bouvge0151eover the workers
through their labor lieuten-—
ants and this is exactly why
many workers do not attend
the union meetlngs, because
they have no roile in partl—v_
cipation, any dlscuss;on 2S5
buppressed._ Workers .do not
eel they can play a role,
so they are not stimulated to

attend. This 1s where the
advanced and communists must
play a key, leading role.
They must be able to find
practical solutions to pro-
blems, they must use any and
every example the workers
face in the work place, and
the world and the country,
and provide political educa-
tion, drawing the connection
between the worker's lack

of rights in the unions and
the role of imperialism, to -~
show how the bourgeoisie is
more concerned about waging

“a war than providing jobs for

the working class and showing
how the bourgeoisie is pre-
paring for war at the expense
of the workers and relying on
their labor lieutenants.

WINNING THE ADVANCED TO COM=-
MUNISM 3
Comrades, the work on the
question of winning the ad-
vanced to communism has suf-

- fered in the past in regards
-to the work in the plants.

Number one, it was a failure
to take up the work on a day

- to day basis, and even when

there were attempts, they
were not consistent. While
on a every day basis

there was political educa-
tion done among some workers,
there were no practical tasks
taken up in order to unite
the workers around differ-
ent guestions, Also, there
was a failure to identify
the advanced, a failure to
adhere to the Leninist me-
thod of leadership to unite
with the advanced. At first
we used the rationale that

there were no "advanced" at
the plant. There are two
basic errors in this, one,
it failed to see the princi-

. ple laid down by Mao that in

| any group of people there
\will be the advanced, inter-
mediate and backward. This
is a fundamental teaching
that must be adhered to at
all times in every phase of
our work. Secondly, it
failed to realize that to win
the advanced is no easy mat-
ter, it is not an overnight
thing. It was this difficult
task that we have often fail-
ed to work toward consistent-
ly. As a result of seeing
this error, we began to con-
centrate on the advanced and
were able to win them to a
study group, reading THE
COMMUNIST and working in the
union with them. This show-
ed the connection between
our work and M-L theory.
Also this effort confirmed
the correctness of uniting
with the advanced and rely-
ing on them in carrying out
work to win the intermedi-
ate and backward elements.
There is no other means to
gain and build connections
with the class without win-
ning the vanguard to our
side—~it is through them
that we will be able to unite
the broader masses of workers;
THE ISKRA PLAN AND NUCLET
In this period of party
building and preparation
for war, we must carry out
the training of ourselves
and the workers and masses
to respond to. their tasks
to carry out work in the

trade unions. The Leninist
trend must work toward
building factory nuclei.

‘The main tasks of factory
nuclei must be to forge
strong and close connections
with workers in the factory.
All workers must realize that
the nuclei exist and react
immediately to every event
in the factory and country.
Every manifestation of dis-—
content, every grievance,
every occasion for factory
and political exposure must
be utilized in order for the
nuclei to gain leadership
of the defense of the daily
interests of the working
class. To provide this leade
ership, the establishment of
‘plant-wide nuclei and the
widest variety of factory
organizations is essential.
Directing the work of frac-
tions in the trade unions and
other mass organizations is
particularly important for
establishment of close con-
nections with the working
masses. ,

The Leninist trend must }
work to gain hegemonism in
the trade unions and win the
proletariat to the side of
communism and the immediate
struggle for union democracy.
This way we will be strengt-
hening our influence ir our
class and preventing the
union misleaders, revision-—
ists and social-chauvinists
from deceiving the proletar-
iat and bring the proletariat
up in the fighting position
of civil warg
PREPARE FOR WAR!!!!

UNITE THE LENINIST TREND!!!
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The question of a correct
line on the Third World is
of decisive importance be-
cause the people and coun-
tries of the Third World are
today the main force combat-
ting the exploitation, ag-
gression and hegemonism of
the two superpowers. They
are the main force moving
the wheel of world history
forward. As a result, our
preparation against a new
inter-imperialist world waxr
is inseparably connected to
the battle for national lib-
eration and independence in
the Third World against im-
perialism and social imperi-
alism. In fact what Lenin
says is that the connection
between the civil war of the
proletariat and the national
liberation movements charac-
terizes our epoch:

"The social revolution

can come only in the form of

| an epoch in which are com-

1 bined civil war by the pro-

| letariat against the bour-

i geoisie in the advanced

| countries and a whole series
of democratic and revolution-
ary movements, including the
national liberation movement,
in the undeveloped, backward
and oppressed nations." (A
CARICATURE OF MARXISM AND
IMPERIALIST ECONOMISM, LCW,
Vo 23, p.60)

No revolutionary can be~
little either the one or the
other. For this reason we
combat every opportunist dis-
tortion of a correct line on
the Third World. In parti-
cular we fight tooth and
nail every effort of modern
revisionism to pretend that

the USSR is a "natural ally" -

of the Third World ‘and that
its efforts at superpower
hegemonism are examples of
"proletarian internationa=-
lism" or that the countries
and the peoples of the Third
World should rely on this
false friend for their lib-
eration and independence ra-
ther than on their own ef=-
, forts. The USSR is a "natu-
| ral ally" which has done no-
{ thing but sow division and
| dissension,binding the Third
{Wbrld hand'and foot to its
| own imperialist schemes for
' exploitation’ and.oppression,

We fight equally all those
who, whether consciously or
unconciously, lend support

- to the USSR because, under
the phony signboard of soci-
alist, it takes up the strug-
gle against the most hated
and most thoroughly exposed
imperialism in the world, US
imperialism, Soviet efforts
to displace U.S. influence
and control spring from its
own imperialist interest in
a redivision of superpower
spheres of influence. 1In
this situation, Lenin's
teaching from SOCIALISM AND
WAR applies:

"It is not the business of
‘§~5001allsts to help the young-
er and stronger robber...to
plunder the older and over-

gorged robber."

ON NEW DEMOCRACY

In 1940 Mao Tsetung wrote
ON NEW DEMOCRACY to guide the
national liberation movement
in China against imperialist
aggression. He wrote to dem-—
onstrate the connection be-
tween the Chinese Revolution
and the proleatarian socia-
list world revolution. We
think this text: remains key
‘to understanding the inter-
national situation today. It
is the guiding thread we can
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Focus Of 3rd World Struggley |
New Democratic Revolution

rely on to understand the
role of the Third World and
to combat every manuver of
imperialism or social imperi-
alism, old line reaction or
modern revisionism,

We need to understand New
Democracy in order to get a
good grasp on the united
front we forge with the peo-
ples of the world against
imperialism, [social imperial-
ism, modern revisionism and
all reactiono

THE NEW DEMOCRATIC REVOLUTION
BELONGS TO THE PROLETARIAN
SOCIALIST WORLD REVOLUTION

The first point is that
the movements of the Third

. World for national libera-

- tion and independence, though
boqgge01s democratic in char-
acter, do not belong to the
old category of bourgeois
democratic revolutions like
the French Revolution of

/1789, but to a new category
—of bourge01s democratic re-
volutlons whlchhforms a part

of the proletarian socialist
world revolution,

"the first imperialist
world war and the first vic—
torious socialist revolution
the October Revolution, have-™,
changed the whole course of
world history and ushered in
a New era..o..In this era, any

revolution in a colony or A&

* semi-colony that is directed
against imperialism, i.e., a-
gainst the international bour
geoisie or international cap-—
italism,’ no longer comes
within the old category of
the bourgeois democratic
world revolution, but within
the new category. It is no
1onger part of the old bour-
geois, or capitalist, world
revolution, but is part of
the new world revolution, the
proletarian-socialist world
revolution."

Mao goes on to explain
that although such a revolu-~
tion is still fundamentally
_bourgeois democratic in its
social character during its
first stage, and -although its
objective mission is to clear
a path for the development
of capitalism, it can no lon-
ger establish a capitalist
society under bourge01s dic=
tatorship and is no longer
led by the bourgeoisie.
Therefore, *this revolution

figactually serves the purpose
foof clearing a still wider

path for the development of
socialism,"
‘fi' The irreconcilable opposi-
Aﬁitlon between “the bourgeois

democratlc revolution of to-

day and the development of
world capltallsm arises out
of the character of imperia-
“lism. Imperialism means the
division of the world into
oppressed and oppressor na-
tions and the superpower
struggle for hegemony and a
redivision of the world. The

general crisis of imperialism

reflecting its dying or mori-
bund character leads to grea-
ter and greater aggression,
exploitation and oppression
of the countries and peoples
of the oppressed nations.

These are objective facts
which lead to national demo-
cratic resistance. More and
more it becomes clear that
the national and democratic
aspriations of the peoples
oppressed by imperialism and

social imperialism can only

- be achieved by overthrow1ng

,M<1smL»_That is why in the
Third World "such a revolu-

tion attacks imperialism at
its very roots, and is there-
fore not tolerated, but op-
posed by imperialism."

But to overthrow the sys-
tem of imperialism the op-
pressed peoples must have the
assistance of the revolution=-
ary proletariat., The New
Democratic Revolution there-~
fore becomes a component part
of proletarian socialist
world revolution.

Vi
pﬁ** Under imperialism the na-
v, tlonal democratic revolution
can no longer establish a
. capitalist society under the
_dictatoxrship of‘the national
bourgeoisie. In the first
place, the road is blocked
by imperialism., As capita=-
lism in its moribund form,
imperialism must increasing-
ly live off the oppression
of nations in order to sux-
vive, Mao says:

% "it is not China that is

developing Chinese capital-"
s ism, but Japan that is de-

>velop1ng Japanese capita=-

Mao writes: %ilsm in our country."

In the same way, nowhere

in the Third World today
will imperialism and social

, imperialism allow the de=
- velopment and consolidation
of natlonal capitalism ==
WPuerto Rico and Cuba are
'two‘exampleso In Puerto
Rico or the Phlll;plnes or
_Mexico oxr Chile, it is not
:prlmarlly natlonal cap1ta~
lism that is developing,

‘but UMS,‘mppopoly capitalismg
And in Cuba or other Soviet
satellites it is not primar-
ily national capitalism that
is developing but Russian
state monopoly capitalism,

Secondly, fully establish-
ing a dictatorship of the
“bourgeoisie in the Third
_World countries is blocked
by the socialist movement,
It is impossible for the
countries and peoples of the
Third World to complete their
national democratic revolu-
tion without the assistance
of socialist countries and
.and of the proletariat of the
imperialist countries against
1mper1allsmand soc1al imperi-

lism. =)
fip w1th”the_force§70f world
j counter-revolution and there—
- by sacrifice their national
“and democratic aspirations,
_or line up with the forces
of world revolution, There

is no third choice.

Finally, the people of the
Third World will not permit
a capitalist society under
the dictatorship of the bour-
geoisie. It is ssible
to win the battle of democ-
racy and national indepen-
_dence without relying on the
“popular masses who suffer di-
rectly the ravages of im~—
_perialism and social 1mper1—
_alism, But if they share in
“the fight for national lib-

will also share in the powere

there is no way to consoli-_
‘date a state system without
“them. This is the case to-
day in Lebanon where the Le-~
banese people have refused
to permit a state dictator-
‘'ship to be imposed on them
which fails to recognize the
rights of the Palestinian
people and to support the
cause of Palestinian and
Arab revolution.

N

Futhermore, it is not only
national development that is-
blocked under imperialism
and social imperialism, but
capitalist development as
well., In THE CHINESE REVOLU-

_ment.
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Part One

TION AND THE CHINESE COMMU-
NIST PARTY, Mao points out

that to see imperialism only
as opening the path for the
development of capitalism,
is one sided.

"There is anothexr concomi=
‘tant and obstructive aspect,
namely, the collqs;on of im-
perialism with the Chinese
feudal forces to arrest “the

italism. "™
Eelent S
He goes on to quote from
the Comintern Resolutions
on the National and Colonial |
Questions in 1928: "Imper=—
ialism, ‘first allies itself
with the ruling strata of
the previous social struc-
ture, with the feudal loxds
and the trading and money
lending bourgeoisie, against
the majority of the people.
Everywhere imperialism at-
tempts to preserxrve and to
perpetuate all these pre-
capitalist forms of exploi-
tation (especially in the
villages) which serve as the
basis for the existence of
its reactionary allies."

This too remains true in
the Third World today. In
spite of the long yeaxrs of
colonialism and imperialism
in India, 80% of the Indian
population are still pea=-
sants living in grinding
village poverty. Imperial-
ist development of oil in the
Mid-east has not overcome
feudalism in that area. In-
dustrial development in
southern Africa based on the
labor of the black masses ot
has not overcome pre-capita- BT
list tribal economies in the *
countryside, and both the
Smith and Vorstex govexrnments
‘have sought to prop their
‘doomed regimes by promoting
reactionary tribal develop=-
And in Latin America,
the long history of U.S, neo~ #
colonialism has brought one
sham land reform after ano=-
ther, but conditions in the
countryside have not changed.

In Brazil, big landowners
own almost 80% of the entire
land area. In Chile 2% of
the landowners own 87% of
the land. In Paraguay 93.8%
of the arable land is owned
by a handful of local and
foreign landlords. And in
Venezuela,where Rockefeller
has his estate, 78.7% of the
entire cultivatable land is

" owned by the rich few. Aas

a result, impoverishment,
backwardness, famine, dis-
ease, lack of medical as-~
sistance, illiteracy,' high
infant death rate; exploi-
tation and oppression are’
the conditions undexr which
the overwhelming majority of
the peasants in Latin America
still live. 85% of the pea-
sants of Haiti are in condi-
tions of permanent hunger
and lack of food., Armed
actions and occupation of
the estates of the great

eration and 1ndependence they landowners have become more

and more frequent in the dai-

.ly life of these countries,

******************************

-~ This is the first part of
an article which presents a
Marxist-Leninist analysis of
the Third World and the New
Democratic Revolution today. ,
It will be continued next time,
taking up the economics and
politics of the New Democratic
Revolution,
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