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all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate
the collective 1life of the Party and strengthen the
ties between the Party and the masses; he should be
more concerned about the Party and the masses than
about any individual and morée concerned about others
then about himself Only thus can he be considered
a Communist." ‘Mao Tsetung

A communist should have largeness of mind
‘and He should be staunch and active, looking
upon the interests of the revolution as his
.very life and subordinating his personal ‘in-
terests to those of the revolution; always
and everywhere he should adhere to prin-
.eiplg"and wage altireless. struggle against
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they are providing Puerto Ri-
cans with jobs and building
the economy. However the
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INDEPENDENCE FOR PUERTO RICO

DENOUNCE STATEHOOD

Before he left office, Thouch the US imperialists imperialist armies. They
Gerald Ford raised a proposal were not ready to annex gave the Puerto Rican people
to Conaress tc make Puerto Puerto Rico as a state, they token representation in Con-

‘vor. Januarv 27, 25¢.

Rico our 51st state. This established firm political gress and the use of US cur- reality is much more devas-
carme at an opportune time control over this new terri- rency, but never what the tating. Puerto Ricans never
when the pro-statehood party tory. For example, laws people wanted most:-self de- reap the benefits from the
the Progressive National that were passed by the Pu- termination. wealth that they create.

erto Rican legislature could

Party; (PNEF) won the recent
elections in Puerto Rico.
Their candidate, Carlos Ro-
mero Barcelo defeated the
independence parties who dom
minated politically for the
last few decades.

be annulled by the US Con-
gress. Territories such as
Puerto Rico were officially
known as "possessions" of
the US - a word that accu-
rately described their comr-
plete lack of democratic '
rights, particularly the
right to political indepen-
dence. (See THE COMMUNIST,
Vol. 315 nes 3).

Why does such a proposal
for. statehood arise now? The
US has historically domrinated
Puerto Rico, politically,
militarily and ecenomically,
Pyertc Rico was
forcibly taken over by the
US after the defeat of the
Spanish in 1897. The "Fore-
acker Act" passed by Congress
in 1900 was desioned to pro-
vide for a Puerto Rican le-
cislature and covernor. This. the imperialist made them
laid the politcal basis for token citizens with the "hon-
the new colonial covernment. or" of fthtlnd in the

The Puerto Rican people
never took colonial  domin-
ation meekly or passively,
and over the years, the ri-
sinc tide of strucgle in-
creased against the rule of
US imperialism. In 1917,
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We welcore the letter in the a6301n1n¢ column for it speaks
from the shop floor to conditions in steel and proposes a pol-
icy for the election Februarv 8 to renlace I.W. Abel as pres-
ident of the United Steelworkers of 2merica. The candidate of
the 2bel machine, Lloyd McBride, is challenced by the "pro-
cressive" directqr of the Chicaco-Gary district, FEdward Sad-
lowski. The letter says we should give critical support to
Sadlowski.

We disacree fundamentally with this conclusion and the
reasoning behind it. Lenin says that "to belittle socialist
ideolocy in any way, to turn away from it in the slichtest
degree means to strenothen bourceois ideclocy. 1In effect the
letter fails to draw a clear line between the politics of
trade unionism and communist politics. The correspondent bows
to trade union strivings rather than showing the way to divert
those strivings on to the path of socialist revolution.

We are told that it is to our advantace to support Sadlow-
ski, even thouch in the long run Sadlowski is not enouch. The
basic argument here is that the Sadlowski campaign can break
the 2bel machine creating relatively more favorable condit-
ions for trade union work. In addition, accoxrding to the
correspondent, the advanced are in Sadlowski's campaign and
our support for his candidacy is important to the task of win-
ninc the advanced. If we do not aive our support we will be
"irrelevant."

Other orcanizations which call for critical support for
Sadlowski use essentially the same logic. For example, the
Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) erphasizes the importance
of breakinc the Abel machine and adds that takinc up the
Sadlowski campaion can advance and develoo the sfruccole of
the rank and file. .

These arguments confuse the issue. The fundarental cuest-
ion is not between the short run and the lona run or between
machine unionism and rank and file unionism. The basic quest-
ion is the difference between trade unionism and Marxism-
Leninism.

WEAT THREATENS THE ABEL MACHINFE?
Sadlowski is not the source of the threat to the Abel
machine, but a product of it. The challence to 2bel and
other o0ld cuard trade unionists is an immediate and direct by
product of intensified capitalist crisis. Povle, Meany and
Abel, etc., Inc. sent the best of the working class to fioht
in Indochina. As a result, thev no longer have any hold over.
. steelworker veterans who will ficht in no more imperialist
wars. Under conditions of continuing crisis, these same
trade union reactionaries draw the salaries of corporation
executives, vet everv steelworker sees his real wages cut
each week. The o0ld cuaré lives as hich as ever kut does not
deliver the coods. In short, the domestic and international
crisis of U.S. imperialism has led to widespread rank and
file disaffection with the leadership of trade union react-
ionaries like Abel.  The bourg-
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With unemployment as high as
80% in some towns, the mas-
ses are forced to pay high
prices for essential items,
that they must import. Be-
cause of these conditions,
over 30% of the island's
population have migrated to
the US.

Militarily, the US occu-
pies Puerto Rico. The Army
and Navy bases sit on 13%
of the land on the island.
Surroundino islands are used
as bases for counter-insur-
gency activity or for tar-
cet practice, where hindreds
of people have been killed
by sporatic shelling effshore
bv the Navy over the years.

Because the means of pro
duction is in the hands of
US imperialism, Puerto Ricec's
acricultural resources are
concentrated on one crop -
sugar, which leaves them open
to that domination. All of
their other natural re-
sources - tobacco, oil, tir,
nickel, copper, marble, etc.

Economically, US corpora-
tions dominate Puerto Rico
as well. Many corporations

land, paying workers sub-hu-
ran wagés. They justify the
deplorable conditions and
low wages on the fact that

SADLOWSKI

Steelworkers have been undergoinc escalating attacks from
the capitalists over the last few vears. Our wages have been
reduced relative to both what other American workers make and
to what we can buy with them. We have been sped up to such a
an extent that thousands of jobs have been permanently lost
(63,000 ‘jobs were lost between 1973 and 1975) and steel-
workers constantly face the threat of lavoffs. These prod-
uctivity drives bv the steel corporations have likewise
resulted in a huge increase in industrial accidents. Simil-
arly, the attacks by the companies acainst minorities and

* women have continued. The Consent Decree basically paid off
some minority workers a few hundred dollars for past discrim-
ination and gave these corpanies a lecal right to continue
these same discriminatory policies in regards to hiring,
promotions, and transfers. Blacks, latinos and other minor-
ities continue to work in the dirtiest, most dangerous, least
skilled and lowest paying jobs.

What has been the reaction of the United Steelworkers of
America (USW) to all these attacks? I.W. Abel and the other
top bureaucrats of the USW have totally collaborated with the
company's attacks on steelworkers. They have signed the
Experimental Negotiating Agreement (ENA) which bans strikes
in basic steel until 1980. This makes the union powerless in
the face of the capitalist offensive. ILikewise, the Abel
group has signed the Consent Tecree and has consistently dis-
played a tctal urwillincness tc take up the just demands of
minority ard wemen workers. And Abel has been more than

- happy to sign productivity acreeements with the steel comp-
anies whose effect has been a loss of jobs and an increase in
accidents.

Ed Sadlowski has decided to run acainst 2bel's hand-picked
successcr, Lloyd McBride. Safllowski has been director of
District 31--the Chicace-Gary area--for the past 2 vyears.
Sadlowski is running cn 2 platform cf fighting back against
the steel corporations. He wants the USW to become a more
democratic union where mrembers can vote on contracts (which
we den't have the richt to now) and where the rank and file
can determine the union's policies.

: Many people think Sadlowski's program is vague.
Sadlowski has not taken uneguivocal, clear positions on the
issues., He says that steelworkers should have the right to
strike and that he would let the rank and file vote on the
ENA, but Sadlowski has not said he personally opposes the ENA
Likewise, Sadlowski has said little about racism and sexism
in the steel industry. He has not openly opposed the Con-
sent Decree. In ceneral Sadlowski pushes a militant, pro-
gressive line against the companies, while specifically he is
guite vague.

Thousands of rank and file steelworkers are actively in-
volved in struagle against the capitalists--struggle for bet-
ter contracts, struogle for better safety and health cond-
1t§gns,kand struccle aaalnsg_£§c1sm. These workers think
Sadlowski is on their side and :
will help them. It would be Cent, op FRee &

CONTINUED ON P.2

It is.
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26 ~="IN CHICAGO

In the ten days between
Christmas Fve and January 2,

26 Deople, mostly children

died in 3 major fires in Chicago.
Two of these fires were in the
18th st. Pilsen barrio(neigh-
borhood)-the largest Chicano
barrio east of the Mississippi.
The third was in a mostly

Puerto Rican neighborhood.

Over 30 families in all were
left homeless.

The tragic losses in these
fires, and the response that
followed, reflected the ugly
face of oreat nation chauvin-
ism that has been propacated
by the bourgeoisie as well as
‘the bitter effects of the cap-
italist attacks on the entire
‘working class, intensified in
this period of imperialist
crisis. '

211 the tools of the bourceoisie,
including kribed leaders of

the firemen's union, city
officials, and particularly

the press and media, obediantly

BARRIO FIRES

only a mile away. Many fire
trucks were called to save
capitalist propertv and coods.
Yet, it took 15 minutes after
they were called for firemen
and equipment to reach the
apartment buildinc where 12
children ané women died. Only
six firemen on two trucks came
and were unakle, due to lack
of manpower and equipment,to
reach the third floor, where
most of the victims were
trapped. The burning building
is just 3 blocks from the fire
station. This and the two fires
that followed are only an ex-
ample of what these murdering
capitalists'priorities are!

new fire stations built durinc
that time. Almost all of ther
have been around major 1ndus—
try or in 'redeveloped' neich-
borhoods, almcst none in
working class neichborhoods.
There has been very little
purchase of new eguipment, -
including snorkels (special
equirmrent to get to taller
buildings). One of these

could have saved some of the
children burnecd in the fires.
Of the six snorkels, all are
in heavy industrial areas or
redeveloped areas.

According to the National
Fire Prevention Institute
there shculd ke six firemen
pver truck. Before the cut-back-
Chicago had alrost 5 per truck.
Now it has an average between .

"I don't want to see anvmore people in mv neighbor-
hood burn to death because there isn't enough firemen
or equipment or because it's being used to put out some
rich man's warehouse. I left my apartment just before
the fire started to get my little baby at the babhy-sit-

served their masters insisting
that the proklem was primarilv
with the failure of'the Latino
population to 'Americanize'
itself and learn English as
well as guestioning the basic
intelligence of the people.

On the other hand, the spon-
taneous struogle that did
emerge, althouch winning some
concessions from the city, did
not sufficiently broaden the
‘struggle. It did not link our
ficht acainst national chauvin-
ism and for equal rights with
the struggle against cut-backs
in basic services for the whole
working class, focusinc in on

the issues of inadecuate fire
protection and services, as

well as general issueg llke
housinc.

CUTBACKS

In the last 4 years the
Chicago Fire Department has
lost over 600 firemen through
retirement or death. This de-
crease of 13%, from 4630 “to
4030, is at a time when the
city's population has been
stable, about 3.5 million.
There have been very few

“PoR.=cont.. from p. L

are sold for low prices and
processed by US corporations
in the US and sent back to
the island to be sold at
inflated prices.

The Puerto Rican people
have never taken this oppre-
sion lying down. There has
over the years been organi-
zed struggle to liberate
Puerto Rico. National heros
arose such as Jose de Diego
and Pedro Albizu Campos, who
led the growing independen-
tistas' movement. In 1948,
workers went on strike
throughout the island, para-
lyzing key industries. Du-
ring the Korean War the inde
pendence movement took on
an even more profound anti-
imperialist character. The
Puerto Rican Nationalist
Party organized opposition
to. the drafting of young men
in the army to invade Korea.
They said in a notice to
the US government that
Puerto Ricans would rather
die fichting for the inde-
pendence of their country
than serve US imerialism a-
gainst other oppressed pe-
oples. The US responded with
violence and terror, and the
heroic peoples took their
stands in Arecibo, Jayuya.
Mayaguez, Ponce, Naranjito,
and Utauado. Even though
thousands were arrested and
many killed, the resistance
to US domination wasn't
crushed.

: “ In addltlon to mur-
derous US -imperialism, the
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ter's house a block awav.
whole building burning.
third floor.

When I came back I saw the
I knew my children were on the
It took 15 minutes for the fireman to come

and the fire station is only 3 blocks away and then.on-

ly 6 firemen showed up with

they couldn't cget to my family
needed a snorkel and more men.
I watched
and couldn't do anything about
mother who lost family members

ino more would come.

3-4. The training firemenre-
ceive is more criented toward
saving property than human
lives. 211" this has meant a
tremendous increased workload
for firemen, often working

12 hour shifts. Following the
fires several firemen anono-
~mously called radio and TV
stations saying the city was
in desperate need of more than
a 1000 new firemen and more
equipment. Plus, this winter
beino the coldest in Chicaco's
hlqtorv and increased arson
has meant more fires than ever,
sharply focusing the effects
‘of the cutbacks.

One hour before the first
‘fire on Christmas Eve a major
fire began at an old warehouse
- no _one was working,

Puerto Rican people also
face the hegemonic ambitions

of the Soviet .Union who have

a firm foothold in the Carri-
bean.Under the signboard of
liberation, and utilizing con-
ciliation with modern revis-
ionism by elements in the in-
dependence movement such as
the Puerto Rican Socialist
Party (PSP), the Soviets are
trying to bring the Puerto
Rican people under their dom-.
ination. Those like PSP that
conciliate with the Soviet im-
perialists do not offer the
people true independence, but
merely open the door for con-
trol by one superpower to re-
place the other.

In addition, forces like
the PSP have helped provide an
opportune time for the US to
seize on the confusion created
among the people to push their
call for statehood. The re-
sults of the last election are
bitter testimony of this fact.
During the last election, the
PSP received a very small
number of votes _
it is clear that one reason
they lost support is because
they preach friendship with
the USSR, which is being more
clearly seen by the people
in Puerto Rico, as well as all
of Latin America, as an enemy
rather than a friend. The Puer-
to Rican people will not buy
any effort to sneak in the in-
fluence of the social-imperial-
ists under the name of indepen-
dence as happened in Angola.
Heading on this course, PSP
lost their one-time popular

and

.support and the pro-US imper-

ialist party took advantage
of that fact.

. rights and national chauvinism

2 trucks. I could see that
on the third floor. They
I had to sit there hop-
my family burn to .death
it." -- Statement by a
in the Pilsen fire.

(DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS'

The guestion of democratic

arose around the question of
languacge. During the fires,
not only was there inadequate
ecuipment and men, but there
were no firemen who could
sveak Spanish to those who
were trying to escape the
flames. As a result, people
who could have perhaps been
saved through rescue efforts
were unable to understand the
instructions given them, so
they died in the flames. After
the first fire, a coalition
of neicghborhood forces formed
to protest these conditions.
The coalition included many

is

an attempt by the US imperial-

ists to consolidate its control
in the face of Soviet strivings
for hegemony. The US, weakened

with internal and external cri-
ses, is attempting to forcibly

annex Puerto Rico once and for

all, guaranteeing its access

to the rich natural resources
of Puerto Rico, including val-

Juable off-shore oil. 2lso, if

the US imperialists could force
statehood on Puerto Rico, thew
would be even more ruthless in
their attempts to smash the in-
dependence movement under the
false cover that it was an
"internal state matter." That
is one reason that, even

thouoh the US imperialists
effectively control Puerto Ri-
co now, they still desire that
final official annexation.

Any illusions that maklng
Puerto Rico a state will im-
prove the conditons for the
people of the island must
be shattered. Such a move
would only benefit the rich.
One can only look at the ri-
sing unemployment, inflation
and increased attacks on the
working class, oppressed na-
tionalities and national min-
orities in the US to see that
absolutely no "salvation" a-
rises by such a situation.
Besides, the correct demand -
for Puerto Rico is for un-
gualified independence. The
call for statehood is a dis-
guised neo-colonial plot to
deprive the Puerto Rican peo-
ple of the political control
over their own territory. It
is similar to France's re-
lationship to Algeria - in no
way can the limitations on
political sovereignty implied,

THE UGLY FACE OF CHAUVINISM

honest individuals and pro-
cressive groups, includinc
Marxist-Leninists. The focus
of the coaliticn was demands
for more Latino firemen,
teaching Spanish to flremen
in Latino communltlos, and
Jocal programs in churches
and schools to teach fire!
prevention and protection.
The demsnd for more Latino
firemen correctly pointed
to the lono histcry of dis- :
crirination in the fire depart-
ment. The situation is so bad
that in 1274 federal Judge
Prentice Marshall imposed hir-
ing guotas on the city to hire
more minority firemen. In 1275
the city acreed to hire 152
rinority firemen to ecual the
152 white firemen hired in
1973. But even this srall step
never happened. Presently
there are 7 Latinos and less
than 40 Black firemen and no
other Oppressed national
minorities in this city of
almost 3/4 millicn Latinos
and 1.5 rmillion black people.
The coalition went downtown
to deronstrate and met with
the fire commisioner and mayor.
Under the pressure of the risincg
anger from the barrics and
other prooressive peoples, the
city agreed to teach the pre-
sent firemen to speak Spanish
and set up a fire preventicn
education procram in the com-

munity. It refused to hire
rore Latino firemen. Since
Cont. on p. 3

RETRACTION

The Vorkers Concress (M-L)
withdraws the discussion of
regicnal autonomy in the last
issue of THL COMMUNIST (v. III
#2) and our criticism of the
October League on that point.
While some aspects of this
discussion are correct, others
seem to us to be wrong, mis-
leading and based on inade-
guate study. The question of
regional autonomv has not been
satisfactorilv discussed or
evplained in our movement. - We
intend to make a contibution
to that discussion shortl

under statehood be applied
to the conditions of Puerto

Rico,

The call for statehood by
the US represents its des-
paration in facing the rising
struaggles of the Puerto
Rican people for indepen-
dence, its swiftly taking
advantage of weaknesses ' in
the independence movement
caused by those who concil-
iate with social imperiali-
sm, its increased contention
with the Soviet Union in
Latin.America, and its panic
as it faces the rising storm
of the oppressed peoples and
countries of the world as
well as its own internal cri-
sis. Even though the pro-

US party won the recent elec-
tion, that victory was by no
means a consolidated one. It
in no way represents a man-
date for Puerto Rico to be-
come a state unit of the US.
The people know that Puerto
Rico was taken by arms.
Liberation will only be
guaranteed through armed
struggle for independence by
‘the masses cf Puerto Rican
people, under the leader-
shop of a vanguard party that
exposes and opposes both su-
per powers. We must demand
that the US imperialists re-
move all military presence
from Puerto Rico, that the
ownership of all factorlesfr"
and means of production’ be'* "
placed in the hands of’the'”

~ Puerto Rican people, and

that the Puerto Rican people
be allowed to exercise com-

plete and unlimited soverei-
oanty over their own country.
US OUT OF PUERTO RICO!!
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In the spirit of prolet-
arian internationalism, the
following letter by the
Seattle Communist Workers
Group supports the Central
Committee of the Communist
Party -of China in the struagle
unfoldino in China against
the counter-revolutionary
"gang of four". We agree
with the comrrades that all
variety of political cham-
eleons calling themselves
Marxist-Leninist have been
exposed on this question.

Included in this exposure
is the so-called "Leninist
Core of the Revolutionary
Wing of the Anti-Revisionist
Communist Movement (PRRWQ
and RWL) This "Leninist
core" puts forward thinly
discouised speculation irn sup-
port of the "ganag of four",
but in the guise of waving
the red flac to defeat the
red flag. The "Leninist core"
insists on cuarding against
"speculation", but then in-
structs cadres by directive
to "Act according to the
principles laid down." (BOL-
SHEVIK, v. 6, No. 11, Nov-Dec.
1976) Unfortunately for
these super-Bolsheviks, this
sloogan, supposedly an instru-
ction of Chairman Mao was in

fact a fabrication of the .

"gang of four" and their
mobilization order to usurp
Party and state power.

~ Also incorrect are those
individuals and. groups which
stand on the sidelines per-
mitting themselves the luxury
of "freedom of criticism".
This is a petty bourgeois
stance which ignores the
responsibilities® of prole-
tarian internationalism.
Every Marxist Leninist has
.an obligation to support the

__leadership of the Central ..

Committee of the Chinese

Fires cont. from p. 2

these events the courts and
city agreed to a compromise
rlan of hiring 274 new fire-
ren, including 40 Latinos,
168 blacks, and 66 whites.

CHAUVINIST ATTACKS

While oranting this conces-
sion, the bourgecisie and its
agents turned immediately to
the counter-attack,. Using the
media and their 'labor hur-
eaucrats", they whipped
up all kinds of disgusting
creat nation tirades. They
said the main problem was
that Latinos didn't want to
learn Fnglish, not that the
state must service all people
equally. On the local ABC-TV
station, commentator Joel
Dalev said, "If Latinos are

.guick to pick up words like

'richts' and 'discrimination',
they can learn 'help' and
'fire'." This chauvinist at-

tack on the democratic rights
of Latinos and other national
minorities was fueled even
further by the reactionary
president of the Chicago Fire-
fighters Union, Jack Gallapo.
He said in response to the de-
mand that firemen learn Span-
ish, "It makes me furious to
think that somebody cculd live

in this country for years and.

not learn the lancuace. This
is America, let them speak

Enclish!" This tirade of chauvin- forcefully

_portunists.

party. This is our respon-
sibility to a fraternal
Marxist-Leninist party.
Comrades who hesitate on
this guestion take ILeninist
norms of organization far
too lightly.

Dear Ccrredes,

We have noticed that the
recent struggle which crupt-
ed in China between the pro-
letariat and the bourceoisic
has led to a sharpeninc of
contradictions within our
comrunist movement. This is
not a bad thinc but a gdod
thirg as it wore sharply dis-
tinguishes the staunch sup-
porters cof the Cormunist
Party of China from those
who have only been .oppcrtun-
istically raising the pres-
tigious name of the CPC in
crder to have credikility
in the communist mevement.

CGenerally speaking we
have ncticed three positions
being put forth with recard
to recent events in China.
While some forces within our
movement are wavering in
their support of the Central
Committee of the CPC and
others have shown their
true colors through cutrioht
opposition and attack on tre
CC, still cthers have shown
resolute support for the CC.
As for ourselves, we align
with the latter along with
the 30 willion members of
the CPC and the 800 million
Chinese people. We believe
that Marxist-Leninists must ke
resolute in their support of
the CPC and any wavering will

only lead to disorientation

and setbacks and will only
benefit the bourgeoisie and
their agents, the trotskyites,
revisionists and other cp-

The recenf'pfbmo£ionvbf
Comrade Hua Kuc-feno to the

SCWG ON THE “GANG OF FOUR”

rosts of Chairman of the CC
cf the CPC and Chairman of
the Military Commissicn of the
CC and the smashing of the
couterrevolutionary "gano

of four" of ¥ang, Chanc,
Chianc and Yao represent
monumental victories feor the
CPC, the Chinese people,

the international cormmunist
roverent and all the oppres-
sed naticns and people of

the world. Following the
death of Chairman Mao this
past Sentember this "gang

cf four" which had been prac-
ticing factionalism as far
back as 1974 saw their chance
tec usurp Party and state
leadership, fearing toc cone
out into the open under the
watchful eye of Chairman Mao.

The aim of this anti-Party <
ciicque of canitalist-roaders
was to establish a capitalist
dynasty with themselves on the
throne. Arrcgantly throwing
their peclitical weight around,
their bourgecis ambiticns pre-
vented them from realizing
that trhe CPC cannot be easily
destroyed. The "gang of four"
failed to realize that Chairs

man Mao foresaw the creat strug-for socialism has been

agle which would break out fol-
lowinao his death and therefore
confidently proposed Comrade
Hua for the leading posts of
First Vice-chairman of the CC
and Premier of the State Coun-
cil in 2pril, 1976, following
the death of Corrade Chou En-
lai. The "gang of four" did
not think that Comrade Hua
could rally the CC, the entire
Party and the people of the
whole country around his lead-
ership and tried to use the
opportunity following Chair-
man Mao's death to seize lead-
ing positions in the Party and
the state. Chianc Ching, for
example, wanted to become
Chairman. of the CC and wanted

her cohort, Wang Hunco-wen, to
become Chairman of the Stand-
ing Commrittee of the National
People's Concress. But their
wild ambitions were foiled by
the Central Committee under
the wise leadership of Comrade
Hua. The "gano of four" at
one time having tremendous
power in the end found them-
selves completely isolated and
with no support. The CPC and
the Chinese veople have deron-
strated unprecedented unity
and support for the Central
Comrmittee. Every major
decision of the CC since Chair-
man Mao's death shows that the
CC is of one mind and one
heart with the Chinese people
and the world's people. From
the decision to build a perm-
anent memorial hall for Chair-
man Mao to the decision to be-
oin preparations for the pub-
lications of Chairman Mao's
Comrplete Works to the decision
promoting Comrade Hua to the
post of Chairman of the CC to
the decision to oust the "oanc
of four" from the Party, all
these decisions elogquently
demonstrate our point. We are
therefore elated that a major
retrooression for the CPC and
averted.
the two
and the

Such struocoles between
roads, the two classes
two lines are bound to break
out many more times in the
future but we are confident
that under the leadership of
the CC of the CPC headed by
Chairman Hua, the Chinese
people will be able to rebuff
the attempts of the bourgeoisie
to restore capitalism and to
rarch on continuously along

the socialist road.

Comradely reqafds,
The Seattle Comrmunist Workers
Group (SCWG)
POB 3193, Seattle,
{ Washington, 98104 -

language..." (CRITICAL REMARKS
ON THE NATIONAL QUESTION). Re-
garding the fire department

as well as any other aspect

of service provided for the
people we cdemand that there

be no barriers to full service
because of language. Fire de-
partments, as well as other
city departments and facili-
ties must be able to fully
carry out their duties no
matter what national minority

" is involved. This will re-

quire trainino of workers to

speak the lancuaces of national

minorities, the hiring of
translators, publishing of

information in many languaces.:

Connected with this demrand
naturally is full represent-
ation of naticnal minorities
in hiring and composition of
the work forces.

Another aspect of this is
the fact that despite the
tirades of the bourgeoisie
and its insistence that minor-.
ities learn English, they
have done everything possible
to prevent this kind of edu-
cation. It does not provide
free Encglish procrams and it
has drastically cut back the
TESL procram (Teaching English
as a Second Lancuage) in all
public schools.

HOUSING QUESTICN

Another isste which must be
raised is the

been an area of high densitye

After the second World War
thousands of Mexican immi-
grants and Chicanos (almost
all from Texas) filled the
old, run-down apartments.
Now, except for the huge
Robert Taylor Homes and Ca-
brini Green housing projects,
18th street has the highest
population density in the
city, more than 50,000 pecouple
packed into one square mile.
In being the most segregated
city, by housing, in the coun-
try, the bcurgeoisie of Chicaco
does all it can to divide the
multi-national working class.
In most 3-4 story apartment
buildinos there are 12 or more
different apartments, most of
which have little access to
fire escapes or porches. Most
are heated with very dancerous
agas space heaters.
cities of the U.S. the most
number of burned children each
year, particularly during the
winter, comes from these type
of heaters exploding or child-
ren running' up against them.
So it was during these fires;
most people had little or no
access to the fire escapes,
and due to the rotten condi-
tions a fire in one part of
the buildino spreads within
minutes to engulf the entire
building.

CHICAGO 21 PLAN

In the older.

to destrov the housing there
and build high-income housing

‘for the bourgeoisie and petit-
bourgeoisie working decwntown

to re-attract them to the city
from the suburbs. The few small
landlords owning apartments on
18th st. who are interested

'in improving their property

cannot do so because the banks
won't loan them money. In all
neighborhoods targeted for
the Chicago 21 Plan mostly
big landlords have been pay-
ing off backward lumpen youth

to start fires. Clearly, our

fight against fires must be
coupled with a demand for
better, low-cost housing and
an attack on the Chicago 21
Plan.
OUR TASKS

It is of vital importance
that all comrades take up the
struggle against the frantic
efforts of the bourgeoisie to
whip up national chauvinism
and to intensify the attack
on the oppressed nations, na-
tional ‘minorities, and the
working class as a whole!

We should bring forward
a program that demands
the immediate hiring of
more firemen (and women),
especially from among the
oppressed national minorities.
We must fight for better

bourgeoisie's fcorced segreca-
tion of Latinos in completely
inadequate housing.

A major factor for the ra-
pid spread of the fires is
the condition of the housing
in the 18th st.-Pilsen barrio.
The barrio is one of the two
areas of oldest hcusing in
the city. Almost all of the
3-story tenement. apartments
were built before 1900, some
before the Great Chicaco Fire
of 1871. Traditionally it has

ism succeeded in having a detri-
mental effect on the opinions of
the masses - and this was well
publicized. in the bourgeois media
which printed many letters that
insisted . that Fnalish should be
the official, and only, language
used in the US. ~

In advancing our program,
we should rely on Lenin who
said, "The national prccram
of workina class democracy is:
absolutely no privileges for
anv one nation or any cne

equipment, better training
of the firemen, and expose
the bourgeoisies' priorities
on how and where it uses its
firemen and eguipment. This
includes building new fire
stations in working class
neighborhoods.

Second, we must put for-
ward our views around the
language question, showing
how the rejection of privil-

Yet another aspect cof the
oppression of people in the
barrio and for the fires
that are searing the community
is the'Chicago 21 Flan'.

18th street is one of the
prime targets of the mwonopoly
capitalists'Chicago 21 Plan'
which 'cdalls for urban 'renew-
al', commonly called 'urban
removal'. The barrio is only
a few miles from downtown

Chicago. The bourcgeoisie wants Cont. on p. 7
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This article will take up
the gquestion of propaganda and
agitation, with the focus an
exposure of the economist pos-
itions taken by the August
29th Movement (ATM) in defenge
of the narrow character of
their work at a particular fac-
tory. This dispute was first
taken up in the April, 1976 is-
sue of THE COMMUNIST, Vol.II
no. 7, and then a response was
written in the Octcber, 1976
issue of REVOLUTIONARY CAUSE,

Vol. 1, no. 9.
khkhhkhkkhhkhhhhhkhkhhhkkhkhkkhhkhhhhk

The Workers Congress in its
party-building resolutions
states:

"It is opportunism in all
its forms which keeps the rro-
letariat from communism and
.which is the primary obstacle
to welding the core. The chief
form of our activity must
therefore be propaganda in
order to win the vanguard to
communism, "

Through Marxist-Leninist prop-
aganda we win to our side,
train and develop the politi-
cal consciousness of the ad-
vanced of the proletariat; we
provide direction and leader-
ship to the burning questions
and tasks of our movement.
Marxist-Leninist propaganda is
an essential requirement in
our present struggle to build
a new communist party.

Within our movement there
is' a lot of controversy over
the correct use of communist
propaganda and agitation.
Economist and opportunist
conceptions still continue to
narrow the political content
of these valuable tools. There
are views that justify the
refusal to bring communist
prorpacanda to the working
class because "the workers
won't understand it", or that
claim that because Marxist-
Leninist terminology is un-
familiar to workers, we should
scrap it and restrict our
literature to only bourgeois
terminology. Another error,
which stems from the failure
to understand that we must
direct our propaganda to
raising the level of the most
advanced and politically con-
scious workers, is the prac-
tice of artificially restric-
ting in our press the full,
wide and varied scope of
ideas and information that we
are in reality capable of
bringing forward. This prac-
tice ignores Lenin's own
crystal clear definition of
the role of the propagandist:
"In a word, he must present
'many ideas', so many, indeed
that they will be understood
as an integral whole only by
a (comparatively) few per-
sons." Downplaying the ideo-
logical requirements of this '
particularly conscious sec-
tion of the working class
ignores the pervasive and de-
structive influence of bour-
‘geois ideology and leaves wide
‘open the door to revisionism
and various forms of opportu-
nism, Other deviations from
an orthodox Marxist-Lerinist
stand on propaganda that
continue to infest our move-
ment are that propaganda is
for cadre only, while agita-
tion, and economic agitation
at that, is fit for workers;
and the view that agitation
must always be linked to
specific demands.

The consistent result
of this latter error is that
- it restricts our work to ec-
onomic agitation or political
agitation on an economic bas-
is; it means that we give
workers ideas that"promise
palpable results" rather than,
God forbid, something "dry
and stale", like Marxism-
Leninism. These many distor-
tions and confusions are ram-
pant in our movement, and the
narrowness of theseéiviewsion
propaganda and agitation re-
flect the continuing opportu-
nism, fragmentation, local
circle spirit and disunity
.of our movement. Any attempts
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POLEMIC WITH ATM

FACTORY

to ideologically justify this
amateurishness and confusion
must be overcome if we are to
win a decisive victory over .
opportunism.

POLEMIC WITH ATM ON CHARACTER
OF PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

ATM has criticized the
WCML's positicn cn propacanda
and agitation as being dog-
matic, abstract. and unconnec-
ted to the day to day strug-
agle of the working class. But
in doing so, ATM attempts to
justify a narrow, economist
view that restricts our path.
We welcome the opportunity to
sharpen the difference ke-=
tween the application of
Marxism-Leninist and opportu-
nist principles on this gues-
tion of propacganda and agita-
tion and its application to
our practical work.

We do not however sharpen
our differences by whining
like ATM has done that the
work referred to was under
their discipline but not by
their cadre. Nor do we con-
duct strugole in full view of
the movement by saying "The
WC will hotly deny this...
but facts are facts" or by
complainino that the WCML
"slandered" ATM in private
discussions with workers by
calling them right opportun=
ists. Lenin writes:

"Every sensible person un-
derstands that if a bitter
struggle is raging on any sub-
ject, in order to ascertain
the truth, he must not confine
himself to the statements made
by the disputants, but must
examine the facts and docu-
ments for himself, see for
himself whether there is any
evidence to be had from wit-
nesses and whether this evi-
dence is reliable." (Lenin,
Collected Works, (LCW) Vol.
19, page 149)

The reader should check ATM's

_polemic - how have they pre-

sented the question so that
the reader can examine the
facts. Knowing the reader
can't make an accurate assess-
ment on the basis of ATM's
bare assertions and knowing
that the reader has no way to
test the correctness of these
kinds of statements, ATM at-
tempts to insinuate that they
have been injured by unprin-
cipled methods of struggle.
Without presenting evidence,
they ask the reader to take
their word for what happened.

Facts are facts however,
and we intend to present the
facts in this dispute. In our
article we criticized work
that ATM had done in a parti-
cular factory, arguing that
the line they defended was
that economic agitation was
for the workers in the plant,
while propaganda was- reduced
to use only in study circles.
ATM responded:

"First, ATM is accused of
limiting agitation to only
economic agitation. This was
never the issue in dispute.
The strugogle which we had
with the WC was not over
whether communists must first
put out economic or political
agitation - but over the pol-
itical content of communist
agitation and propaganda.”
(page 9 of REVOLUTICONARY
CAUSE, October, Vol.l,no.9)
They said that the struggle

‘with the WCML was "over the

political content of commun-
ist agitaticn and propaganda."”
This is perfectly true. When
we tear away ATM's fig leaf,
we will show how the position
they took in this¥dispute
leads to the conclusionithat
they do only give workers
economic agitation or polltl-
cal agitation on an economic
basis. Lenin described this
position in this way:

"We have already shown
that the 'Economists' do not
altogether repudiate 'poli-
tics, but that they are con-
stantly straying fror the
social-democratic (communist-
ed.) to the trade unionist
conception of politics."
(What Is To Be Done (WITBD)
Page 67)

This is where the differences
should be focused on. For ATM
not only strayed into the
realm of trade unionist poli-
tics - but more importantly,
they tried to justify this
stand as consistent
with communist practice. They
said: :

"We will refer to two ex-
amples of our political agi-
tation. Both of them concern-
ed the firing of shop stew-
ards and certain other ‘shop
issues. Starting from these
issues our comrades explained.
to the workers that they were
rerely manifestations of a
deepening capitalist crisis,
which itself flowed from the
fact that a capitalist class
controlled the means of pro-
duction (not the exact word-
ing) in society. They 1laid
out to the workers that the
ills of their own shop as well
as the ills of society flowed
from capitalism. They then
pointed out to the workers
that it was only through a
united and intensified (ATM's
emrphasis-ed.) class struggle
that they would secure their
partial demands as well as
achieving a society which put
the means of production into
the hands of the working
class. (Page 9, REVOLUTIONARY
CAUSE)

FACTS ARE INDEED FACTS!

The text of the leaflet
ATM . was referring to is as
follows: .

"This is not the first
time that a shop steward had
been fired at Western Yarn.
(Name omitted) was fired
six months aco for doing
the same thing. The
other shop stewards are also
being threatened. But this is
not an attack against the
shop stewards, it is part of
the general attack by the
government and bosses against
the working class. This fir+
ing happens when prices for
food, gasoline and rent are
skyrocketing, a time when
unemployment is reaching 10
per cent, when workers from
Mexico are terrorized by the
government and bosses. This
firing happens at the same
time that the bosses at Wes-
tern Yarn began stepping up
their efforts to divide us
and make us pay for their
economic crisis. We're beinc
made to pay for the crisis
through speed-ups and by
forcing workers to run two
or three machines like in
spinning and twisting depar-

tments. All workers face the

same conditions and injust-~-
ices we face at Western Yarn,
It is important that we

stand up against these lat-
est attacks by the company.
If we don't take a firm stand
now, they will throw the
gains we have won out the
window and will stop at noth-
ing to keep us divided and
exploited. We must partici-

- pate in our union and make

it work for us, we must re-
alize that the union offic-
ials are powerless, that it
is only the united and or-
ganized workers that has has
real strength. The workers
are the union."

It is obv;ous that thls

1eaflet contains some =
“.__errors and much amblgulty.

Most glaring is the statement
that the "trade union offic-
ials are powerless." Union
bureacrats are not powerless-
heir ruthless and quite pow-

PROPAGANDA AND AGITATION

erful hand is felt daily as
it is used acainst the work-,
ers, handicapping their stru-

ggle against their emplovers. -

But most importantly, is
the great gap between what

political concepts are broucght -

out in this leaflet in real-
ity and what ATM had claimed
it to be. When they said "not
exact wording" it was an un-
derstatement - for nowhere

is mentioned "capitalist
class controlled the means

of production" (even in non-
scientific terms) or putting
"the means of production intc
the hands of the working
class." As the reader can now
see, the content of the leaf-
let is narrow and could use
a lot of improvement. ATM
could have openly and honest-
ly admitted the limited char-
acter of this literature. But
instead they defended it as
fitting communist political
exposure. :

POLITICAL AGITATION ON AN
ECONOMIC BASIS

ATM claims that their
leaflet was political acgita-
tion, which it was - but it
was trade union ‘political
agitation, which is what
Marxist-Leninists mean by
political agitation on an
economic basis. This kind of
political education is pro-
vided in trade union papers,
and must not be confused, as
ATM does, with communist
political agitation. Lenin
decribes in some detail the
charcter of this trade un-
ionist political education:

"For the trade union
secretary of any, say Bri-
tish trade union, always
helps the workers to con-
duct the economic struggle,
‘helps to expose factory ab-
uses, explains the
injustices of the laws and
of measures which hamper the
freedom to strike and the
freedom to picket...explains
the partiality of arbitrat-
lon court judges who belong
to the bourgeois classes,
etc., etc...In a word, every
trade union secretary con-
ducts and helps to conduct
'the economic struggle a-
gainst employers and govern-
ment." (WITBD page 99)

The character of the
above-mentioned exposures
is the same as that of ATM's
leaflet, revealeﬂ in state-
ments like:"...it is part of
the general attack by the
government anf the bosses
against the werking class"
This firing happens at the
same time the bosses at Wes-
tern Yarn begen stepping up
their efforts tc divide us
and make us pay for their
economic crisis....All work-
ers face the same conditions
anc injustices we face at
Western Yarn...only the un-
ited and organizeéd wcrking
class that has real - -
strength....the workers are
the union."

ATM not.only character-
ized their trade uvniocrnist agi-
tation as comnunist, but crit-
icized cur attempts to raise
the trade unionist politics of
the wecrkinc class to the level
of communist pclitics as dog-
matism. ATM raised their crit-
icism in this way:

"To return to the errors - of
the WC (at this"plant).“Th
printed a plant newslé
"Worklnc Class Conscioud ne§s
(2!). While this newslétter
contalned an abundance of rev-
clutionary lancuage anc was
salted with the rhrases, 'cap-
italist class', 'labor power',
etc., it provided the workers
with absolutely no revolution-

~ary direction." (Page 9 RC)
We can only conclude from this
that ATM is using the o0ld and

worn eccromist arcunent that
our political acitation was
abstract, divorced from real
life .because it did not raise
"concrete demands". But this
argument reduces our ccmmrun-
ist tasks arourd propacanda
and agitation to only narrow
and often reformist demands
rather -than using our litera-
ture to raise the scientific
theories of Markism-Leninism.
This arcument equates Marxisn-
Leninism with dogmatism and
abstractness. This is exactly
what ATM is sayinog:

"The workers did not want
to hear about socialism in the
abstract (and many workers
are definitely open to social-
ism) but they wanted to know
concretely how their struggle
(ATM's erphasis=ecd.) can be-
ccme part of the struggle :
for socialism." (Pace 9,RC)
Later they say:

"Our task as communists
was to give pclitical direc-
tion to the workers in that
factory." (Ibid.)

RESTRICTED,LOCAL VIEW

Comrades, here is revealed
the narrow,economist view
that keeps the workers' out- -
look restricted to their giv-
en region, trade, union and
even plant. ATM's leaflet is
presumably an example which
shows concretely how the work-
ers struggle can become a
part of the struoggle for so-
cialism. We let the reader
judge for himself. When ATM
says "Our tasks as communists
was to give political direc-
tion to the workers at that
factory. " - they fail to rea-
lize that the leaflet prov-
ides a trade unionist politi-
cal direction, not a communist
-one. It is to focl the workers
to. pretend that:a narrow con-
cern with economic conditions
in their plant is the way to
connect their struggle to the
class struggle for socialism.

s We ask ATM, how can the
"intensified class struggle”
that you speak of, actually
develop if the focus of atten-
.tion of our agitation is kept
within the confines of the
plant? This merely maintains
what spontanecusly develops -
trade unionist consciousness.
Whet is necessary are compre-
hensive political exposures
and the introduction of Marx-
ism-Leninism - in that way
the struggle against individ-
ual employers or certain gcv-
ernment officials can be tran-
sformed into a struggle
against the whole bourgeoisie
and its state apparatus. Lenin
says: ,

"The struaggle of the work-
ers becomes a class struggle
only when the foremost repre-
sentatives of the entire work-
ing class of the whole country
are comnscious of themselves
as a single working class and
launch a struggle that is dir-
ected, not against individual
employers, but against the
entire class of capitalists
and against the government
that supports that class. On-
ly when the individual worker
realizes that he 'is a member
of the entire working class,
only when he reccgnizes the :
fact that 'his petty day-to-
day struogle against individ-
ual employers and individual
government officials is a
~struggle against the entire

e”beumue0151e and, the entire
government does his struggle
become a.class struaggle."
(Lenln Collected Works,Vol.4
pp 215-6)

In other words, in order for
the workers to ccnsciously
take up the class struggle

for the overthrow of the bour-
‘geoisie and for socialism,
they must look beyond the
confines of their factory or
local #-werience, they must

develop an understandlng of
the historical mission of the
working class and learn to
react to manifestations of
the political tyranny cf the
capitalist class on & nation-
wide, a world-wide basis. But
ATM criticizes us for not
limiting our political direc-
tion to a given factory sit-
uation and ignoring concrete
conditions.

DID THE WCML'S NEWSLETTER
REALLY IGNORE "CONCRETE
CONDITIONS"?

ATM criticizes the WCML's

.newsletter for its failure to

speak to safety and health
conditions and other partial

‘demands:

"The newsletter should
have for instance, taken the
partial demands of the work-
ers, such as those around
safety conditions and shown
them; that bad safety condi-
tions are an inevitable by-
product of capitalism..."

"We must train ourselves
and the advanced to be able
to answer just these types of
questions: otherwise social-
ism will remain a few words
printed in 'Working ‘Class
Consciousness'".

Again, they are implying that
the WCML's political educa-
tion was abstract, divorced
from real struggle. Unfortu-
nately for ATM, facts are
facts. In our news-

letter, "Working Class Con-
sciousness", THIS is what we
stated:

"In the recent history,

‘workers from this company as

any  other company under the
capitalist system, the work-
ers have suffered a common
oppression and exploitation.
At Western Yarn, for example,
this can be seen within the
last three years there has
been no significant wage in-
crease, in spite of soaring
inflation. Also this has been
accompanied by hazardous and
inhuman working conditions. .
The increase and speed-up of
production and striving for
greater profit have brought
about an ever-increasing work
load to the workers of West-
ern Yarn. In particular, this
has meant that women workers
are forced to push heavy
carts and lift heavy bobbins.
Furthermore, in recent times
workers have been harrassed
and have been intimidated for
not putting out "enough pro-
duction".

"These conditions describ-
ed above are the conditions
that working people as a
whole are subjected to under
the capitalist system of the
bourgecisie. In taking up and
analyzing the problems that
we as workers are confronted
with, it is not enough to see
our position at Western Yarn
apart from other industries,
there workers face similar ex-
ploitation. In order for us to
understand the whole of ex~
ploitation, we need to take up
the task of political educa-
tion through the means of pol-
itical exposure.”

"When we speak of political
exposure it is first important
to recognize that we as work-
ers are part of the working
class (the proletariat) and
because of this we own nothing
but our labor power (ie. the
ability to work) and the Bour-
geiosie (the capitalist class)
owns all the means of produc-
tion (the machinery, land, raw
materials, mines, etc.) and
because of this, we are forced
to sell our labor power to
the capitalists in order to
live and raise our families,
This is how. the’ bourgeors ’
class explolts/the working
class and other sections of
the population. Flowing from
this, the bourgeoisie through
its media and newspapers and—

magazines, constantly mislead
and misguide the proletariat
that workers and employers
have a "common" interest and
should cooperate for the good
of society. But as we look at
the US today, we can see the
growina upsurge of working
people; layoffs, cutbacks,
growing unemployment, soaring
inflation, high cost of living,
etc.: these are the things

that directly and indirectly
affect the working class in
all aspects of their life.

This is why we, the authors
of this newsletter will take
up the consistent task of the
organization of comprehensive
political exposures, providing
political consciousness, so
that the workers will be armed
theoretically to recognize

the bribes and the tricks of
the bourgeoisie to dull the
working class consciousness
and divert them from the things
that affect their interests as
a class. For example, look at
the company newsletter, Novem- -
ber 26, 1975 and the:other one"
dated December 16, 1975. One

. can see the shallowness and

narrow content of their news-
letter. In the one dated Nov- .
ember 26, they say,"This is
to help all of us share in the
many little things that are
going on in our comrpany."
But if we notice, the news-
letter goes on to say nothing
of the "big things" that real-
ly confront the workers at
Western Yarns, like the low
wages the workers receive,
the brown-lung disease that
effects the textile industry,
the unsafe working conditions,
speed-ups, especially this
point, because it should be
made known that the company is
expanding the plant and in-
creasing the volume. And as a
result of this, they say that
this will"mean added job sec-
urity". But any class con-
scious worker knows that no
worker's job is secure under
capitalism. Look how many
workers have been laid-off in
"supposedly" stable industries
like public service industry,
medical industries, auto in-
dustries, etc. Moreover, why
doesn't the company talk a-
bout higher wages and bene-
fits, the things that are
hard-felt at the moment, be-
cause we know that expanding
of the plant and increasing °
production means speed-up
and harder work for.the work-
ers with the same low wages."
' "While we resolutely take
up the immediate demands of
the working class, we will
make it clear that the only
fundamental guarantee that
will emancipate the working
class and other sections of
the population from the ex-
ploitation and oppression is
the forceful overthrow of the
capitalist system and the
establishment of a socialist
society."

ATM DISTORTS THE CHARACTER
OF THE WCML'S NEWSLETTER

As the reader can see, .
ATM's criticism of the néws-
letter's supposed abstract-
ness is unfounded; and the
reader can also judge who has
maintained a correct stand on
the character of Marxist-Len-
inist political education.
ATM writes off our newsletter
as "an abundance of revo-
lutionary language" that "pro-
vided the workers with abso-
lutely no revolutionary dir-
ection." No, ATM, not merely
direction toward concrete de-
mands - but instead to
openly and honestly speak to
the workers about the task of
takingoup’ Marxism-Leninism,

so that. they-can take as their

own the revolutionary tasks
facing us today and indeed
make "their struggle...part
of the struggle for soc1allsm.

All this talk of "no revolu-
tionary direction" by ATM is
nonsense and an attempt to
justify their literature which
maintained a trade unionist
political character, rather
than a communist political
character. The economists
argued against Lenin in his
day with similar arguments:
contrasting "concrete demands -
that promise palpable results®
to ISKRA's "propaganda of
brilliant and finished ideas"
which they accused of one-
sidedly placing "the revolu-
tionizing of dogma higher than
the revolutionizing of life."

We ask ATM in print - how
did our newsletter ignore
partial demands or safety con-
ditions? ATM's method here is
not very "concrete". In order
to give the reader the impres-
sion that we. talk about soc-
ialism in the abstract, they
ignore the section in the
newsletter that speaks to

‘those conditions. This is not

the first time in our move-
ment that we have seen polerg--
ics waged on the basis of con-
clusions reached before an
investigation of the facts!

ECONOMIC EXPOSURES MUST NOT
BECOME FOCUS OF OUR WORK .

Our primary quarrel with
ATM -is not that they put out
economic exposures, but that
they tried to justify them as
cormunist political agitation.
Economic exposures do have a
place in our work and can
serve a purpose in our revo-
lutionary activity. Lenrn says:

"In a word, economic (fac-
tory) exposures were and re-
main an important lever in
the economic struggle and they
will continue to retain this
significance as long as capi-
talism exists which creates
the need for the workers to
defend themselves! (WITBD p.68)
Lenin continues,

"These exposures could
have served (if properly uti-
lized by an organization of
revolutionaries) as a begin-
ning and constitute part of
social-democratic activity,
but they could also have lead
(and given a worshipful atti-
tude towards spontaneity, were
bound to lead) to a "pure"
trade union struggle and to a
non-social democratic working
class movement." (WITBD page 70

This is why we struggle
against this stand on ATM's
part - because they refuse to
see that just this kind of ec-
onomic factory exposure is
inadequate to conduct the po-
litical struggle of the pro-
letariat. There are given
situations where communists
will do economic exposures in
a given setting and this is
connected to our all-sided
activities, such as building
nuclei, running study groups,
working on negotiating commit-
tees, etc. But, this is not
to be confused with making
economic work the general ba-
sis of our work. Lenin con-
cludes:

"Hence, it follows that
social-democrats not only must
not confine themselves to the
economic struggles; they must
not even allow the organiza-
tion of economic exposures to
become the predominant part
of their activities." (WITBD
page 70)

The position taken by
ATM in this dispute is. one of
bowing to spontaneity, failing
to inject proletarian class
consciousness into the working

. class at the factory. ATM took

the position of justifying
our -already too narrow poli-
tical education, thus narrow-

“'ing the tasks of political

agitation and propaganda, and
restricting the ro%e of prop-

~aganda.as. the chief form of

activity.

-,

THE CO” "INIST/Page 5

i P L



WCML POSITION ON STEEL
ELECTIONS frcm p. 1

trade union bureaucrat to main-
tain hegemony over the trade
union organizations of the
yorking class.

And in the effort to bring
forward "open collar" bureau-
crats like Sadlowski, the
bourgeoisie  is supported by
the revisionist party which
takes up the fight against the
reactionary old guard in an
effort to substitute a fresh
version of the liberal labor
alliance.

SADLOWSKI IS NO ALTERNATIVE
FOR US

In fact there is not much
confusion on this point. Our
correspondent points out that
with the exception of the
attack on the Abel machine
Sadlowski has .sidestepped e-
very important issue in
steel. He gives the impres-
sion of opposition to the Ex-
perimental Negotiating Agre-
ement but has not said straight
forwardly that he opposes it.
" His record in District 31 is
not even that of a good trade
union militant. He has imple-
mented the Consent Decree and
used union goons to. prevent
:anti-Klan mobilization. His
record on grievances, health
and safety, layoffs, etc. is
poor. He tells us in fact
that his idea of union leader-
ship is cutting the workforce
in basic steel from 400,000 to
100,000. (See his interview
in the January 1977 issue of
Penthouse magazine.)

There should be no confusion
on this either -- Sadlowski is
as open in his collaboration
with the capitalist class .as
Abel ever was. His campaign
has picked up all the liberal,
humanist and anti-working
class trash of a warmed over
McGovern campaign. As a third
generation steelworker, he
thinks he can get over. But
his ideology is anti-working
class and anti-communist. His
so-called "leftism" is nothing
more than a classic form of
reactionary petty bourgeois
socialism that wants to reform
society by making the distrib-
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wronag for
us to try to convince workers
that Sadlowski's election
will make no difference at
all. 1In the short run he
will make the union more
democratic and more of a
fighting union. Although
Sadlowski's positions are
vacue and leave much to be
desired they are better than
the stands of McBride and
Abel. Whereas Sadlowski's
organization is called
"Steelworkers Fight-Back",

the Abel-Mc Bride team openly
stand for class collaboration.
While Sadlowski is vague
about the ENA and the Consent’
Decree, McBride is for these
reactionary policies.

Letter On Steel fro

But it is more important
for workers to realize that
it is only our own organ-
ization that will change
things for the better. Many
of the union activists who
support Sadlowski know this.
We must struggle with those
progressive workers who want
to create fighting unions
but whod’ put their faith in
men like Sadlowski. We must
make workers understand that
issues such as scrapping the
ENA and the Consent Decree,

THE COMMUN: 'Page 6

ution of wealth more equitable
without touching the ownership
of the means of production.
Sadlowski, a representative

of the bribed strata of the
working class,thinks that it

is plant work which "alienates"
a steelworker, not capitalist
property relations, and he
thinks that it is 40 hours in
a factory which "drains the
lifeblood of a man," not cap-
italist exploitation. He
thinks a doctor is more soc-
iallv useful than a steelworker
forgetting that the usefulness
of a surgeon depends on
instruments of steel.

But we know that Marxist-
Leninists can work with even
the most reactionary trade

- union leaders under certain

conditions. Why do we not
make use of Sadlowski in the
short run to break the Abel
machine? (or if we are licht
headed and fainthearted, why.
not vote for him even though
we refuse to build his cam-
paign (MLOC)!

THREE METHODS OF WORK

To begin with, it is a rev-
isionist strategy to mobilize
rank and file disaffection
with Abel only. Our aim is to
mobilize the rank and file ag-
ainst capitalism and the trade
unionist politics that go with
it. We do not becote "irrele-
vant" by opposing Sadlowski as
well as McBride. We become ir-~
relevant by tailing the trade
union movement, tailing Sadlow-
ski's campaign, and by civing
trade union politics priority
over communist politics. We
intend to mobilize not those
who have had enouch of Abel,
but those who have had enouch
of trade union politics.

This is what determines the
method we choose to attack the
corrupt bureaucratic machine
that dominates the Steelworker
Union. On this point three
basic policies have come for-
ward:

1. The first is the policy
of the revisionist party. The
revisionists attempt to break
the Abel machine by electing
Sadlowski to the union presi-

a health and safety program
that protects our lives,
grievance procedures that
work for us, a real strugale
acgainst the companies racism
and sexism, and others are
far more important to fight
for than winning any partic-
ular election. And we must
convince people that we must
do more than just fight for
reforms as Sadlowski would
have us do. We will only be
able to deal adequately with
issues like unemployment and
layoffs in the steel industry
(and in fact all issues) if
people have an understanding
that Capitalism is the cause
of these problems and the
education and organization

of the working class for rev-
olution is the only solution.
Sadlowski says the key to
imrprovina the union is his
election. So he has not
taken clear stands on many
important issues for fear of
alienation of some workers.
For example, Sadlowski never
says anythina about racism
because he doesn't want to
lose the support of those
white workers who have racist
ideas. But this is just the
type of issue that has always
held our union back by divid-
ing us. We must confront
these issues head on. If
Sadlowski won't take clear
stands now, we can't expect
him to be better in the
future. It is only strong
rank and file organizations
that can steer our union in
a consistently progressive
direction. But because
Sadlowski depends so much on

dency. Their reliance on the
emergence of a "new militant
left trend" in the trade
unions comes down to a rel-
iance on one trade union bur-
eaucrat acainst another--with
the support of the liberal
bourageoisie.

L
2. The second is the policy
of the economist trend in our
movement which wants to break
the Abel machine not by rely-
ing primarily on Sadlowski,
but by relyino on the milit- -~
ancy of the rank and file.
While it gives critical sup-

port to Sadlowski, it refuses
to accept the limits of the
Sadlowski campaiagn but strives
to mobilize the rank and file
around trade union issues
Sadlowski all but ignores.
While this is the politics of
militant trade unionism, it is
still the politics of trade
unionism. It is necessary to
insist: the politics of rank
and file militancy is not yet
Marxism-Leninism.

3. The third policy is to
prepare the party organizations
in steel--faetory nuclei--
which can enable us to give
revolutionary leadership to the
trade union struggle. This
involves first of all assuring
the security of our work. It
means taking up broad propac-
anda and agitation and the pro-
tracted struggle to create the
necessary conditions for exer-
cising day to day leadership.

these local organizations he
will have to be receptive

to their ideas. This is
another reason to be in the
Sadlowski movement.

HOW SHOULD COMMUNISTS VIEW
SADLOWSKI?

As Communists we know
that in the lonog-run, social-
democrats like Sadlowski will
hold the workers movement
back. He will most likely
sell-out militant rank and
file actions (as Miller did
to the mineworkers). With
the danger of imperialist
war growinog, our propaganda
must point out that social
democrats like Sadlowski will
either support US imperialism
or will push for detente
(because of the revisionist
influence of the CP 'in his
campaion). Neither of these
lines will help US workers
unite with anti-imperialist
efforts all over the world
to oppose the war-like efforts
of both superpowers.

As communists we realize
that our main task in this
period is to build a party
and win the advanced workers
to Marxism-Leninism. I would
argue that the most active
and conscious of these adv-
anced steel workers are
already strugclino in their
mills and union locals to
develop organizations that
can effectively fight capital-
ism. - These advanced workers
think that Sadlowski may
help their struggle in the
short run, but that in the
long-run we need our own
workers organization and can't
r~1ly on Sadlowski. Our job

Because the election campaion
heichtens the attention of
every steelworker to trade
union issues, we take short
run adventage of the election
campaign in order to intensify
our propacanda and acgitational
work. In this our primary
purpose is to lay a line
around which the advanced can
rally in order to further-a
party style cf work in steel.
Without consolidating the
advanced into factory nuclei,
we cannot hope to cive revol-
utionary direction to the dav
to day struagcle or to win the
broad masses to our side on

the kasis o 'revolutionafy
politics, not trade union or
rank anc¢ file militancy.

DON'T VOTE

We use this election cam-
paign to stretch a line a-
round which the advanced can
rally. Anti-machine politics
is not enough for that. We
need to show that Sadlowski's
politics, every bit as mruch
as Abel's, is the politics of
class collaboration and nar-
row trade unionism, Sadlow-
ski will not "most likely"
sell out the rank and file in.
steel - he certainly will.
This is not a matter of cues-
sing at the future but of
class stance. Sadlowski is a
capitalist agent in the wor-

Continued on p.7

is to win these advanced
workers over to Marxism-Len-
inism, the s :ience of the
class struggle. We must do
this not only to direct the
steelworker movement in a
conscious, planned way so
we can develop plans and
programs for our struccles
and not merely react to
events. But more important-
ly we must win people to

the idea that only through
socialist revolution and

the dictatorship of the
proletariat will workers be
able to assure themselves

decent lives.
To win these advanced

workers we cannot stand out-
side the movement which thev
see as progaressive (and is
tied to Sadlowski) and crit-
icize it. This will make us
irrelevant and will allow
these advanced workers to be
led down revisionist and
opportunist paths. No, we
must cive critical support
to this steelworker

moverent and to Sadlowski.
This means that in the org-
anizations that are forming
to fight around the most
important issues to steel-
workers (to fight the ENA..
and the Consent Decree, for
example) we must be consis=
tent hard workers. When
leaders, such as Sadlowski,
are unclear or backward on
certain issues we must thor-
ouchlv expose them. We have
to always be orincipled in
our strugole around key
issues and keep in mind our
main purpose in this period--
to win the advanced to Marx-
ism-Leninism.
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of the monopoly-capitalist
class (see our exposure of
bourgeois democracy as a
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie
in THE COMMUNIST, vol. II, #10.

PEOPLE UNITED TO SAVE HUMANITY

(P.U.S.H.)

Less than two weeks ago
Rev. Jesse Jackson from Chicacc
P.U.S.H. appeared at the Mar-
ine base. He was received by
the base commander and allowed
to visit the 14 brothers in
the brig and "pravy with them."
In a press interview, Jackson
stated that the Klan should
be disbanded and that it was
responsible for the actions of
the 14 black Marines on Nov.
13. He went on to say that
the Klan should be disbanded
because it disrupts the nec-
essary unity of the Marine
Corps. This disunity, he said,
weakens the armed forces and
prevents the military from
doing its job--protecting the
U.S. throughout the world
against its "enemies"

In this strugole, both the
above organizations are apol-
ogists for the bourgeoisie.
Their failure to link the his-
tory of the black masses to
the strugole of their historic
homeland, the Black Nation,
limits the strucole of Blacks
to the question of bourgeois
democracy. Neither organiza-
tion ties the lack of demo-
cratic rights, the oppression
and super-exploitation of

‘black people to the fact that

they are members of an oppres-
sed nation, dominated econom-
ically, politically, and cult-
urally by the U.S. imperialist
bourgeoisie--the same :
bourceoisie that oppresses the
proletariat and the working
masses throuchout the U.S.

COALITION FORMED

A coalition has been formed
to raise opposition to the
KKK and to support the four-
teen brothers in the brig at
Camp Pendleton. The group
calls itself "People United’
to Fight Oppression" 2 demon-
stration was organized based on
the following principles: (1)
support for the black Marines;
(2) opposition to the KKK;

(3) exposure of the role of the

military. The deronstration

was held in Cceanside and drew
approximately 200 people. The
coalition is composed of M-L
forces from the community.

will take up the work of the
coalition in future articles.

We

FIRES, Cont. from pace 3

nation or language will streng-

then the multi-national worklnc
class in .its fight against the

" bourgeoisie.

 Third, we demand better
housing and call for a halt
to the Chicago 21 plan, for
the"procress" that it plans
for is more profit for .the
bourceoisie while the workinc
class pavs with the lives of
its children and the destruc-
tion of its communities.

NO PRIVILAGES FOR ANY LANGUAGE!
HIRE MORE MINORITY FIREMEN-:

FIGHT THE CHICAGO 21 PLAN!

WCML POSITION ON STEEL
ELECTICNS from p. 6

king class. Our goal is not
more militant trade unionism
but replacinc the politcs of
trade unionism with revolu-
tlonary politics in the trade
unlons.

X0
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Stretching a line around
which the advanced can rally
means drawing a line between
trade unionism and Marxism-
Leninism. The slogan "Don't
Vote" can help to draw that
line. We put it out to divert
the advanced from trade union
strivings to revolution and
the strugale for the dictator-

‘the U.S.

THE KKK AND THE CRISIS OF
IMPERIALISM

The activity of the Klan at
Camp Pendleton, the recent
crossburnings in the San Dieco
and Oceanside area, the discov-
ery of richt-wing arsenals in
the desert, and the stepped-up
open -activity of the American
Nazi Party here are all signs
of the ever-deepening crisis
of Imperialism. As the crisis
deepens so does the exploit-
ation of the masses of people,
particularly the peoples of
the oppressed nations. As
exploitation increases, so does
the resistance from the masses
of people. Bourgeois demo-
cracy under these circumstances
can no loncer continue to con-
real its class nature from the
masses. Therefore it is nec-
essary for the bourgeoisie to
support (and historically that
has meant financial as well
as political support) fascist
orcanizations to stem the tide
of mass resistance to
their rule. The KKK, Nazis,
etc. are tools of the bourg-
eois state; they develop to
suppress the resistance which

which capitalism in its bourg-
eois-democratic form’ cannot
quell.
clearly by the fact that when
the Black Nation was becoming
consolidated during durino
Reconstruction,
it was the Klan that emerged as
an arm of the bourceoisie to
brutally suppress the spont-
aneous struggle for self-deter-
mination of the Black Nation.

This is demonstrated

1865-1877,

The Klan attacks the basic

ally of the proletariat, the
peoples from the oppressed
nations and national minorities
(in particular the Black Nation)

These peoples are a basic ally
because their fight against
imperialist bourgeois-
ie is the same fight of all the
toiling masses in the U.S.

The Klan attempts to use the
divisions in the class to pre-
vent unified strugole against
the bourgeoisie of the oppres-.
sor nation, and attempts: to
destroy the struggle for prol-
etarian revolution. It is
anti-communist, anti-semetic,
and national-chauvinist.

With the growing dancer of
imperialist war, the Klan will
play a significant role in
suppressing any struggle that
jeopardizes the Superpowers'
plans for war. Under their
banner of national chauvinism,
they will attempt to cut down
any and all forces which oppose
the policy of their bourgeois
bosses. For no matter how
"slick" a picture they may

ship of the proletariat. But
obviously, taken alone, it is
not enough. In the hands of
a trade unionist, it can be
nothing more than a call to

ism, a means to expose Sadlow-
ski's clarinc weaknesses as a
trade union leader or limited
to a call for more militant
rank and file action around
important trade union issues
raised in the ‘campaign.

. In order for the call to

to draw a line between trade
union politics and Marxism-—

Leninism, we must unfold with
it broad political propaganda

workers not only to narrow

trade union issues, but also
to the political strugcle of
the proletariat and the ult-
imate seizure of state power.

AN ECONOMIST ERROR

more thorouchgoing trade union-

boycott the February 8 election

and acitation, educating steel-

paint of themselves in the

- bourgeois press, they are part

of the open terror of the most
reactionary elements of the
bourcgeoisie. They will use
any tactic necessary to squash
the militant strugagle of the
working class and its allies.

SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE
BLACK NATION

Recoonizing the role of the
KKK under imperialism, it
becomes clear that we must not
narrow down our analysis to
only a question of dermocratic
ricghts. The attacks upon
Blacks by the KKK and other
reactionary forces must be
tied directly to the question
of the Black Nation. We must
show that the oppression and
exploitation of the Black
Nation is at the heart of the
question. Further, we must
point to the fact that support
for self-determination of the
Black Nation‘strengthens the
struggle of all oppressed
peoples. To fail to provide
this analysis means a failure
to place the question in its
communist perspective.

TASKS OF COMMUNISTS

First of all we must est-
ablish an independent commun-
ist policy around the issues
growino out of the Klan incid-
ent at Pendleton. In opposi-
tion to both the reactionary
Klan and liberal reformists,
we must put forward a prolet-
arian view (political line).
Hate for the Klan burns deep
in the hearts of all oppressed
nationalities and proogressive
workers. Outxr job is to trans-
form those feelings into a
razor-sharp analysis that can
cut throuch the various forms
of - bourgeois ideology and give
firm direction to the struggles
growino out of the Pendleton
incident. =

Our political line must
becomre a -guide to action.
One type of action will be our
lecgal werk in the coalitions
that are keing formed. There
is a tremendous opportunity
for vunited front work around
the broad-based opposition to
national oppression. It is an
important task of communists
to give leadership in this
work. This requires conscious
policy on how to orcanize legal
coalition wcrk in this period
when party-building is our
central task.

Our legal work in coal-
itions must be tied to our
illegal and legal work in
the plants and in the trade

a way to struggle not only
acainst capitalists in steel,
but also against the capital-
ist class and against the
government that supports it.

The correspondent also says
that we must struggle with
those prooressive workers who
want to create a fighting
union --yes, but we do not
measure the advanced by trade
union militancy. There is a
more fundamental question of
openness to communism and the
independent political struggle
of the working class.

. party.

unions, where we are building
Marxist-Leninist core groups
and factory nuclei. These
forces can take up the issues
at Pendleton as questions
facing the proletariat, using
both verbal and written prop-
aganda and agitation to help
win -+ the advanced to communism
and further the struggles in
the tradée unions.

Given the vital role of
the military as an armed force
of U.S. Imperialism, 1its
class composition--mostly
working-class and oppressed
nationalities-- and the
history of G.I. struggles
against the Vietnam War and

.,against national oppression in

the military, we must see the
struggle at Pendleton as an
opportunity to develop our line
on work in the military and to
begin to implement that line.

In the course of our work
we must seek to build unity

amona Marxist-Leninist forces

based on firm Marxist-Leninist
principles anc¢ line. On the
basis of that line, Marxist-
Leninists must join in a com-
mon effort to give leadership
to the growing struggle againsi
national oppression in South-
ern California (for starters!)
Lenin has said that the strug-
ole for unity is a most dif-
ficult task, and we don't =
expect quick results. Neverthe
less, the unity necessary to
form the new communist party
will only be forged by
conscious, planned efforts to
strugole for that unity.

This article has been an
introduction to the struggles
going on around the recent
events at Camp Pendleton. We
plan to develop our political
views further in future article
Ne also plan to sum up- our
coalition experience from the
past and from our developing
work in this struggle. Our
purpose is to use THE COMMUN-
IST as a tool for establishing
the common political and org-
anizational line for the Marx-
ist-Leninist trend. We must b
armed both with correct pol-
itical line and correct method:
of work (organization) in orde:
to become a powerful class
force in winning the vanguard
away from opportunism and to
communism.

IMMEDIATE RELEASE OF THE
PENDLETON 141!!

ARMED SELF-DEFENSE FOR THE
BLACK CCMMUNITY!!

SUPPORT THE DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS °
OF THE AFRO-AMERICAN PEOPLE! !

party that can steer our union
in a progressive direction, a
revolutionary party that gives
leadership to the trade union
strucgles of the working class
It is a lono standing and
fundamental economist error

to substitute building strong
and militant rank and file
organizations for developing
the leading role of the

It is this basic econ-
omist perspective that led

our correspondent to confuse
the active trade unionist
with the advanced worker

"We must make workers under- and to raise short run trade
stand,"”" the comrade says, ;Ssuesunlon advantages while neg-

like health and safety, griev-
ances, racism and sexism and
others" -- yes, but these are
trade union issues -~ even
national and sexual oppression
in this framework -- and are
nothino but the "thin gruel
of economic politics" Lenin
talked about in WHAT IS TO BE
DONE. We must take to steel

It is the economist perspect-ip, need for socialism, for

ive from which our correspond-
ent evaluated the Sadlowski
carpaiogn that leads to the in-
correct call for critical sup-
port.
sands of rank and file steel-
workers are actively involved
in the struggle against the
capitalists for better cont-
.racts, etc.”™ hé narrows the

subject to a trade union focus.

What he says is true, but
hundreds are also striving for

When he says that "thou-

the dictatorship of the prol-
etariat, for the final abol-
ition of the wage system and
the need for the revolutionary
science that charts our course.
"It is only," the comrade
says, "strong rank and file
orcanizations that can steer
our union: in a consistently
progressive direction."
WRONG! It is only a revolu-
tionary Marxist-Leninist

lecting the,lndependent pol-
itical interests of the work-
ing class.

CONCLUSION

We face the growing danger
of imperialist war. Our work
in steel is crucial to the
tasks of preparing for war.
It is of the utmost importance
to prepare the stable condit-
ions for giving revolutionary
leadership to the steelworkers
struggles. = Trade .union work,’
if confined to the fulfillmrent
of immediate aims, will divert
us from the path of revolu-
tion to the path of reform.
Our task is to diwvert :the
working class from trade .-
union politics to the Marxist-
Leninist politics of

revolution. .
THE COMMUNIST/Page
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Exposure by SDOC : DEATH TO THE KLAN!

"In "Raise The Banner of Ci-
vil War", THE COMMUNIST, Vol.
II, no. 8 (May,1976), we
stressed the importance of
preparing for imperialist war.
Amono the practical tasks
raised, was the importance of
work in the military. We said:

"This is first of all a

gquestion of directing our prop-

aganda to the military and o-

pening the columns of our press

to comrades and friends in the
military for the discussion of

affairs in the military forces,
above all guestions of national

chauvinism."
On the guestion of national
chauvinism, we erphasized:
"First and above all, pre-
parinoc for civil war means
fighting the great nation
chauvinism of the US imperial-
ist bouregeoisie. Lenin calls
this our primary task."

The article contributed by

the SanDiego Organizing Commit-

ee which follows is an impor-
tant contribution to our tasks
in preparing for war.
It exposes the acti-
vity of the Ku Klux
Klan in the Marines
and calls for commu-
nists to cgive firm
direction to the
struggle growing out
of the racist at-
tacks by the Klan at
Camp Pendleton Mar-
ine Base in Ocean-
side, California.

In presenting
this article we wish
to emphasize the im
portance of a cor-
rect grasp of the
relationship between
self-determination
for the Afro-2meri-
can Nation in the
Black Belt South and
the struggle for e-
qual rights which is
a fight of Afro-Am-
ericans everywhere.
The struggle acainst

On November 13, fourteen
black Marines were charoed
with assault on six white
Marines and thrown in the
bric at Camp Pendleton (near
Oceanside, California). For
several weeks after the so-
called "attack" took place,
the Marine Corps and bourgeois
media were effective in cover-
ing up the basis for the
actions of the fourteen
brothers. They portrayed it
as a case of black attacking
white without provocation.
Despite the cover-up efforts,
however, information slowly
leaked out showing that the
brothers had substantial rea-
son to believe that the white
Marines were leaders of an
on-base chapter of the Ku
Klux Klan.

Prior to the fight on Nov-
ember 13, the Klan had dis-
tributed leaflets throuchout
the base, full of white chauv-
inistic propaganda and with
racist caricatures of Blacks,
Jews, and Chicanos. Accord-
ing to some local news art-
icles, the leaflets gave the
time and place of a KKK meet-
ing that evening (in the bar-
racks where the fight took
place). Other sources say
the 14 brothers heard of the
whereabouts of the Klan head-
quarters through "scuttlebutt”
on the base. In either case,
it is clear that the fourteen
were operating in their own
self-defense in attempting to
disrupt the meeting and elim-
inate Klan activities on-base.

As it turned out, the four-
teen apparently got the wrona
people, The KKK has recently
stated that, had they found
the Klan meéetino they would
havé béen attacked with force.
Investigatérs found clubs,
knives, and a 357-maonum
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national oppression in the mi-
litary is primarily a struggle
for equal rights and against
national privilege cf every
kind. (The strucgle for self-
determination includes the
strugagle to cget the military
out of the Black Belt South!)
But as we pointec¢ cut in our
resolutions on the Black Nat-
icnzl Cuestion,

"The strucgle for ecual
rights is ccnnected by a thou-
sand threads to the struccle
for the right to cself-deter-
mination", "Blecks in the
North and West are committed
to winning the richt to self-
determination for the popula-
tion in the Black Belt South
since the historical roots of
their oppressicn are inter-
twined with the oppression of
the Black Nation."

As we show this connection,
however, we must never belit-
tle the struggle for equal
richts or confuse the struggle
of the Afro-American minority

pistol hidden in the barracks,
as well as a list of 16 on-

base KKK memkers or supporters.

The Klan appears to have known
that their actions would pro-
voke attack, and were armed
to kill or injure the black
Marines. =

Since this incident the
Klan, the press, and the Mar-
ine Corps have each played up

e

the role of the fourteen broth-

ers and attempted to obscure
the fact that it was the KKK
that provoked the actions.
They continued to do this

even after the discovery of
the weapons and the Klan mer-
bership list was made puklic.
The Klan has used these events
as a means by which to spread
their reactionary, racist line
(with the aid of the bourgeois
press) and to gain acceptance
by the masses. Their "Grand
Dracon," David Duke, has been
in Oceanside for several days

pressing for prosecution of the
fourteen (their pre-trial hear-
ings, on charges of "conspiracy

to commit murder" (!) are coinc
on now). Duke has been inter-

viewed by the TV media, and the

papers have printed articles

favorable to the Klan.,
‘One local newspaper printed a

lenothy interview with the

"Grand Dracon"” in which he
states that the KKK is a non-
violent (!} orcanization which
carries out strictly legal
activity (!) with the hope of
advancino "white culture and
the white race.” He says,
"It is the blacks who are at-
tackinc us, not the other way
around,"”" and the interviewer

comments that “he speaks softlvy

and avoids racial epithets...
he dresses like an Ivy Leacue
lawyer."

for equal richts throughout
the multi-national US state
with the strucgogle of the BRlack
Nation for self-determination
in the Black Belt South. Ulti-
matelv such confusion will
lead sooner or later to one
form or another of’national
autonomy which is the concep-
tion of a nation as a union

of individuals without recard
to definite territory. The

old RU nation of a new type
line is a cood example of this:
a nation exists wherever there
are Black people.

Also
coonize

it is important to re-
that self-determina-
tion is itself a democratic
riocht - the highest democratic
riocht of a nation. Under the
conditions of imperialism, it
is the revolutionary and dem-
ocratic demand by an oppressed
nation against an oppressor
nation. In this regard the
following article is mislead-
ino when it counterposes self-
determination to the struggle

the Marine

Cn the one hand,
Corps has refused to see Duke
(publicly, at least) and says
that the "attack" was not re-
lated to Klan racism. OCn the
other hand, they have report-
edly transferred 14 of the 16
known Klan members to bases
all over the country "to pro-
tect them fror possible harm,"
and adrit that their presence
on base creates an  inflamr-
atory situation. Even this
is used to build sympathy for

the KKK, which calls the trans-

fers a violation of their nem-
kers democratic richts. But
despite these outcries, both
the Marine Corps and the Klan
know that the transfers were
necessary to lichten ° up the
heat on the Corps that could

for democratic richts, sayinc
that we must not narrow down
our analysis to onlv a ques-
tion of democratic richts,

but must take up the guestion
of self-deterrination. As Len-
in mrakes.clear, self-détermi-
nation is a guestion of demo-
cratic richts and for that
reason is always subordinate
to the demands of the class
struogle of the proletariat.
What the arcuvment should say
is that we must not narrow
our analysis to the derocrat-
ic strugole for only equal
richts, but must also link
that struggle to the struggle
for the highest democratic
right of a nation, the right
to self-determination.

The San Diego Organizing
Committee has recently pub-
lished an important pamphlet
in honor of Comrade Mao Tse
Tung entitled THE GROWING
DANGER OF WAR - THE IRRESIS-
TIBLEF TREND OF REVOLUTION!!
This pamphlet collects three
articles from PEKING
REVIEW on the in-
crease in the fac-
tors for both war
and revolution. To
order the pamphlet
vou can write:

spoc
P.0.BOX 1332
SAN DIEGO, CA
92112

Send 25¢ per copy.
Comrades and friends
should add monev for

-postacge.
khkkkkhhkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkgxkx

turbances at the base, -
(predominantly attacks against
hlack Marines.) Fowever, in
a speech made on December 14,
the UL came out acainst mass

demonstrations and other
militant forms of support for
the black Marines. They have
stated that they do not "con-
done" the actions of the |
brothers involved in the incid-
ent, and clair that the Klan
members have a "richt" to ke-
lono to the orcanizaticn as
lono as they do not violate
the law (bourceocis law, that
is). They call upcn Conoress
to investiocate the activity of
all extremist orcanizations at
Camp Pendleton (black or white),
This paves the way for further
harrassment of blacks in the

come from legal and mass aCtionsmilitarv, not the elimination

organized by the community.
Such action would jeopardize
the "open" existence of Klan
groups on all military bases
where they micht spring up.
The Marine Corps may out- -
wardly shun meetino with the

Klan, but it is just for show. .

The Corps stands for essent-
ially the same interests as
the Klan--~that of the bourg-
eoisie of the oppressor nation,
U.S. Imperialism.

SAN DIEGO URBAN LEAGUE®

In the early stacges cf the
investigation of the November
13 incident the Leaocue played
a progressive role in leadinco
the exposure of Klan activity.
Thé Leaque itself had been a
recent victim of richt-wing
activitv, when their Oceanside
office was firebombed. The
director of the Urban League
(Clarence Pendleton) held a
press conference, stating that
the 14 black Marines" "attack"
on the white Marines stemmed
from a history of racial dis-

of national oppression.

Rather than rely upon the
masses to struacle for the
interests of the 14 brothers,
they place the matter sguarelv
in the hands of those who per-
petuate the problemr and who
stpport the brutal suppression
of the black rasses--the
bourceois state. They liaguid-
ate the guestion of national
oppression by putting forward
the question of democratic
richts as one of "racists have
richts, too." .

The Urban Leacue is funded
almost entirely bv ccunty rev-
enues; it is a black reformist
service orcanization. Its
opportunism is clear in both
its political prooram and prac-
tice. The UL sees the opres-
sion of blacks (and others) as
merely a lack of democratic
richts which can- be won throuch

lecal reforms. The UL sees
the government as & neutral,
democratic state, not as a

. reactionary force in the hands

" CONTINUED ON P.7\
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