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"A communist should have largeness

"and he should be staunch and

upon the interests of the revolution as his
.very life and subordinating his personal in-
revolution; always
should ' adhere to prin-
struggle against

terests to those of the.
and everywhere he
.eiple: and wage a tireless
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Because the bourgeoisie's class interests are split among competing
capitalist groups, bourgeois political life alwavs reflects the tend-

ency to develop several competing political parties.
ariat acts with a unity of will and a unity of action.
only one party capable of Ieading the U.S.

But the prolet-
There will be
proletarian revolution and

it is the duty of every revolutionary to support and strengthen that

vanguard.

Therefore when four Marxist-Leninist organizations consider them-

selves the sole vanguard of the revolution in the U.S.

and alone cap-

able of immediately forming a new communist party according to the

revolutionary style of Marxism-Leninism,

at least three are wrong. In

fact in our movement all four are wrong because none has taken on the
task of preparing the conditions for the formation of a new revolution-
ary party out of the scattered forces and circles that make up that

movement.

PARTY BUILDING OR PARTY DECLARING

A decisive victory has been won for the line that partv building is

our central task.

But in taking up that line,

comrades have been slow

to pose the far-reaching national tasks required to establish a van-

cuard party.

Lacking a disciplined Marxist-Leninist method, party

>building has given way to party declaring.

This also is a question of bewino bowing to spontanelty

We treat

party building as if it were a question of organizing a demonstration

front of City Hall and follow the line of least resistance.

The

movement is supposed to determine where the action is and link up

quickly before it is too late.

In THE COMMUNIST,

V. EIL; ho, 2{Dec.23

1976) , we summed up this situation as follows:

"The struggle begun in 1974 when communists
been fully or
There has been no consolidation on the need

as the central task has never

took up party building
adequately unfolded.
to prepare the condi-

tions for a pdgt Jrmstead there has been a hasty search in one
anot

direction aftet
committee."

ther fdr a party conqress or orcganizing

i mlbodasg thewfailure-to pose correctlviithe . task<mf<nuaa@zxnawwhew@a§ﬂa g

itions for the formation of a party--which is the essence of party
building-~that accounts for the pompous self-richteousness associated
with the circle sectarianism that has accompanied each party forming

enterprise.

The same failure lays the basis far confusion and demoral-

ization with the collapse of another party bubble.

MEASURE THE CLOTH

Summing up the preparations undertaken to prepare the congress
where the actual formation of the Russian revolutionary Marxist party

tocok place, Lenin wrote:
"We were, in fact,
times before you cut it;

guided by the maxim:

measure your cloth seven

and we had every moral right to expect

that after the cloth had been cut our comrades would not start com=
plaining and measuring all over again.”
Among those in our movement that have taken to cutting, which one has
measured--not seven times, but once?!

Instead,

our party formers are mired down by circle narrowness.
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all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate
the collective 1life of the Party and strengthen the
ties between the Party and the masses; he should be
more concerned about the Party and the masses than
about any individual and more concerned about others
‘then about hlmself '_Only thus can he be considered
a Communist.” ‘Mao Tsetung

MARCH 1,1977

- CONDITIONS FOR THE PARTY

THE QUESTION OF A PLAN

In the .first: place party building has been conducted /virtually
without plan. Ims fact the only plans put forward have b&en for back
room arrangements among this or that "leading circle"--from the Rev-
:olutionary Union's (RU) National Liason Committee to the Revolutionary
Wing's Party Building Commission.  After the collapse of the Liason
Cormittee and under attack for its economist line of building the mass
movement, RU declared party buildinag the central task "for a brief
period" and during that period failed to put forward a plan to consol-
idate the revolutionaries in our movement. Without a plan, the Workers
Viewpoint Organization (WVO) declares the formation of the party a
"settled question". As the only "true Bolsheviks" the "Leninist Core"
of the Revolutionary Wing probably has no need for a plan. 2nd the
October League (OL), which alone has openly put forward a plan, was
wrong from the jump--form the party first and elect a temnorarv lead—-
ing body, then draft a prooram and call a party congress. The Organ-

izing Committee's hesitations and delays are the inevitable result of

working without a plan and of drawing together what has not been con-
solidatéd. Party forming can only take place once the tasks of party
building have been accomplished. We cut only once we have measured.
The plan required is not a plan for calling a Congress.but for
building a party. In this the experience of the Bolshevik party, sum-
med up by Lenin in WHAT IS TO BE DONE remains, as we have insisted,
our best resource. essential elements of Lenin's plan are applic-

~able to our movement today not because the conditions between tsarist
‘Russia and the imperialist U.S.

are the same, which they are not, but
because the character of the party we intend to build is the same.

PREPARE THE CONDITIONS

What are the conditions which must be prepared in order to forge
that party out of the scattered circles of advanced forces that com-
prise our movement?

According to Lenin the plan recguired needed to accomplish two
things:

(l) 3t mus t p01nt the way to a Hemarcation of trends between
Yy M opportunlcw, and ORPE S must point to the

sing nationwide political agitation.

" A demarcation of trends is the first step in building any proletar-
ian party. It is a question of setting the independent political life
of the proletariat on its feet. Only by demarcating itself from trends
of revisionism, chauvinism, petty bourgeois liberalism and all forms of
opportunism can a party of the proletariat lead the fight for the inde-
pendent class interests of the.proletariat. For Lenin this was a fight

influence of economism. ‘For our own movement it is a guestion of set-
tling accounts with modern revisionism and rooting out the economist

against every form of bowing to spontaneity and especially against the‘;%‘%5

and social democratic influences which arise spontaneously in our workefy

and are the chief means by which revisionism penetrates our ranks.
Secondly, Lenin insisted on gathering the resources of the Russian

movement and establishing real contacts between the scattered circles

of revolutionary -forces, giving their work a stable, systematic, nation

wide and professional character. He Continued on page 2

- WORKERS' PENSIONS, BANKERS’ PROFITS

With an estimated $200 to
$300 billion held in prlvate
pension funds, pension funds
have become very big business.

These funds which hold the
money contributed by employers
and employees to pension ac-
counts in order to provide an
income on retirement, have in
fact become the largest sin-
gle source of investment cap-
ital available to the US bour-
geoisie,

According to the laws of
monopoly capitalism, the over-
whelming majority of these
funds will necessarily come
under the domination of a hand-
ful of the nation's largest
banks. For example, according
to the ficures of Senator
Lloyd Bentsen from Texas, of
a total of $200 billion in
private pension fund assets,
over $130 billion are managed
by two dozen banks or life in-
surance companies. Out of
4000 bank trust departments
throughout the country guali-
fied to hold pension funds,
80% of pension money is held
by the trust departments of 15
of the largest banks. Of the
1800 life insurance companies,
only 12 of the larcest manage
79% of total pension assets.

Thus between them, this hand-
ful of banks and life insur=

ance companies control 80% of
the $200 billion held in pen-
sion funds.

This has created concern a-
mong some elements of the
bourgeoisie because of the
tremendous concentration of
financial power involved in
this control over the larcgest
single source of available in-
vestmént funds. As a result,
Senator Bentsen, a former
small businessman and small
banker who-ran briefly for
the Democratic nomination for
President last year, has in-
troduced the Pension Invest-
ment Act of 1977. This legis-
lation seeks to limit the
stock holdings of the large
financial institutions which
manage pension funds.

Bentsen shares the small
businessman's fears of the con-
centration of capital in the
hands of the large finance
capitalists. In his remarks
to the Senate, he said:

"We must never allow our
financial institutions to con-
trol American business to the
extent that such institutions
control German or Japanese

Such concentration disrupis
the allocation of capital
throughout the economy accor-
"ding to the market forces of
free competion and substitutes
instead the decision of a few
financial monopolies which in
turn leads to economic stag-
nation and decay. = Futhermore,
such massive concentration of
investment power squeezes

bu81nesses, for example
The facts he lays out show
the extent of that control:

"Morgan Guaranty's trust and
investment divisions bought
38.5 percent of all the shares
of Kaiser Alumninum and Chemi-
cal in 1975...Tn that same
year Moroan also accounted for

net purchases of Potlach a- small businessiout of:the
mounting to 31.4 percent of capital market. Business men
total trading, 30.8 percént which need "risk" or "startup"

capital tc start their busi-
ness cannot obtain it, there
by reinforcina and developing
the domination over the ecom-
omy of the largest financial
and industrial concerns and
destroying small businesses.

of International Nickel, 28.6
percent of Crown Zellerbach,
and 24.1 percent of Manufac-
turer's Hanover...(In 16 in-
stances) Morgan accounted for
more than 20 percent of the
buying and selling (of stocks
on the NY stock exchange.)
Benstsen's legislation
wants to put-"curbs'on all
this, but his efforts are
anemic. They reflect the
slight economic and political
power of the non-monopoly sec-
tors of the bourceoisie. His
lecislation is like trying to
stop a flood by sticking your
finger in a hole in a dike
that has never been built. His
legislation does not attack
the concentration of pension

Fascism is the open ter-
rorism of the most reaction-
ary section of finance capi-
tol. It is the concentration
of financial control reflec-
ted in Morgan Guaranty's con-
trol of pension funds that
constitutes the economic foun-
dation of fascism. By gain-
ing control of only a relati-
vely small percentage of the
stock of a given rusiness, the
finance capitalists can ever-
cise virtual complete control
over that business.

~—

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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PENSIO™ ~from page 1

-assest_ inder the control of a few gi-
ant financial institutions, but in-
stead sets a 5% limit on the amount
of stock the trust departments can
invest their pension holdings in.

Another sector of the economy cow--
cerned about the massive growth of
investment capital in pension funds
is the small farmer. Farm organiza-
tions have taken up protest against
the plans of the stock firm of
Merrill Lynch and Continental Illin-
ois Bank to invest pension funds,
not in common stock, but in agricul-
tural land. The reasons for this are
easy to understand: stocks over the
last few years have been stagnant,
while agricultural land has tripled
in value., Continental Illinois Bank
proposes a scheme called Ag-Land 1,

a fund which would buy $50 million
in farm land and lease it back to
farmer tenants. The units of invest-
ment would then be sold to pension
funds.

Continental Illinois Bank proposes
that the operating income on these
farms should, like the earnings of
pension fund investments in common
stock, be tax exempt or that taxes
on them be deferred. This would ob-
viously create an enormous -competitive
advantage for those who control "Ag-
Land 1" and would drive more and more
small and middle farmers out of bus-
iness.

In any event, the Ag-Land scheme
is likely to drive up the price of
agricultural land and cause a corres-
ponding steep hike in food prices.

According to the courts, your in-
terest in a pension fund is a "securi-
ty", like a share of stock. Now we
know why - it is managed by the monopo-

CONDITIONS - from page 1

The strength and significanct nonopolies is vastly increased
by the new role which banks pi=; under imperialism.

Banks were at first intermediaries in making
payments. As capitalism develops the credit ac-
tivity of banks increases. The bank deals in capital. It takes capital
from those capitalists who cannot for the moment make use of
their capital themselves, and gives capital to those capitalists who
need it at the moment. The bank collects all kinds of income and
places it at the disposal of the capitalists.

Finance capital

With the development of capitalism, banking establishments.
just as industrial enterprises, unite, their size and turnover con-
tinually increase and they accumulate tremendous amounts of
capital. The greater part of this capital belongs to others, but
the bank’s own capital grows apace. The number of banks be-
comes less, smaller banks close or are swallowed up by larger
competitors. But the size of banks, the magnitude of their capital,
increases. It is sufficient to give the following example. From 1890
to 1912 the number of banks in England decreased from 104 to
44, but their capital increased from £430,000,000 to £850,000,000.
Now a bank can no longer limit its activity to granting short term
loans to industrialists when they need them. In order to utilize
the tremendous accumulations of capital the banks Eome into
closer contact with industry. The bank now invests a certain part
of its deposits directly in industry by granting long term loans
for the expansion of production, etc.

The joint-stock company gives the bank the most convenient
form for investing its capital in industry. All the bank must do
is to obtain a certain amount of stock in the enterprise. Having
gained control even of only one-third of the total stock the bank
acquires complete control of and unlimited power over the whole
enterprise.

Joint-stock companies thus serve as links between the banks
and industry. The banks, in their turn, help the growth of stock
companies, taking upon themselves the reorganization (reconstruc-
tion on new principles) of privately owned enterprises into stock

y capitalist bourcgeoisie for their
profit. For you it is at most a bare
living when you retire some dav, con-
stantly undermined by inflation. For
the finance capitalists it means big
profits right now.

The further and further concentra-
tion of all aspects of the economy un-
der the control of a handful of finan-
cial cavitalists is an inevitable law
of capitalism., Political forces attem-

their polemics have principally con- €ven where there is a common lineé

companies and the establishment of new stoct .npanies. The
purchase and sale of shares take place more and more through
the medium of banks.

The law of concentration and centralization is manifested with
particular force in banking. In the biggest capitalist countries from
three to five of the largest banks control the entire network of
banks. The other banks are either practically subsidiaries of those
giants, their independence a mere outward show, or they play
an entirely insignificant role. Those giant banks are closely welded
to the monopolist industrial associations. A merging or fusion of
bank and industrial capital is taking place. Bank capital fused to-
gether with industrial capital is called finance capital. The amalga-
mation of bank capital with industrial monopolies is one of the
distinctive attributes of imperialism. That is why imperialism is
called the epoch of finance capital.

The growth of monopoly and the growth of finance capital put
the entire fate of the capitalist world in the hands of a small
group of the biggest capitalists. The merging of bank capital with
industrial capital brings about a situation where the biggest bank-
ers begin to manage industry and the biggest industrialists are
admitted into the bank directorates. The fate of the entire econo-
mic life of every capitalist country lies in the hands of a numeri-
cally insignificant group of bankers and industrial monopolists.
And the arbiter of economic life is the arbiter of the whole coun-
try. Whatever the form of government in bourgeois countries in
the epoch of imperialism, practically, a few uncrowned kings of
finance capital have full power. The official state is only the ser-
vant of these capitalist magnates. The solution of the vital prob-
lems in ali capitalist countriés depends on a small group of the
biggest capitalists. In their own greedy interests these magnates
of capital bring about great conflicts between entire countries,
incite wars, suppress the labour movements and crush uprisings in

‘he colonies —-From POLITICAL ECONOMY,
by A. Leontiev Pages 203-206

pting to speak for small business men
or small farmers can do nothing to
stop that motion. Of all the classes
and strata in the US society, only the
working class, organized under revolu-
tionary direction, has the power to
trade finance capital blow for blow,
and overturn the rule of this handful
of uncrowned kings who thrive on the
misery of the masses.

there has been little effective c«

insisted on the necessity for a
struggle against amateurishness to
accomplish this task. In his own
case, this meant overcoming amat-
eurishness which left young revo-
lutionaries victim to the wholesale
raids of the political police under
the tsarist autocracy. In our

ZIMBABWE:

freedom fighters
enlist

Peports from Botswana tell
of hundreds of young patri-
ots of Zimbabawe who are
‘crossing the border each week
in order to volunteer for
guerrilla fighting. The word
has been spread throughout
the western provinces that
freedom ficghters are needed
and as a result people are
pouring across the border to
volunteer. Planes are leav-
ing Botswana almost daily
with hundreds of wvolunteers
for training camps in Zambia.

is the product of the traditions of
legality and due to the influence
of the bribed sector of the labor
aristocracy and the petty bourgeoi-
sie - which also disrupts our rev-
polutionary work, keeps our forces
scattered and dispersed, and can
only be overcome by an attack on
amateurishness.

Lenin also foucht for the system-
atic organization of revolutionar-
ies in closely knit groups and re-
pudiated the view that this meant
an isolation from the mass movement.
On the contrary, he insisted that
the tightly disciplined systematic
character cf these daroups was the
basis for all-embracing, nation-
wide political agitation:

"Nadezhdin is confused because he
imagines that troops, which are
beina systematically organized, are
engaging in something that isolates
them from the crowd, when as a mat-
ter of fact they are engaged ex-
clusively in all-sided and all-em-
bracing political agitation, ie.

_precisely in work that brings clos-
.&r _and merges into a single whole
ithe elemental destructive force of
the crowd and the conscious des-
truetive force of the organization
of revolutionaries." (WHAT IS TO BE
DONE, Peking Fdition, p.214)
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A good example of this rev-
olutionary spirit, distorted
by reports from the Rhodesian
regime that were parroted by
the bourgeois press in the US,
was the departure of 400 stud-
ents who left a mission school
10 miles from the Botswana bor
der to volunteer as a group.
The Smith regime tried to
claim that the students had
been kidnapped by the gueril-
las. But when the busses were
sent over the border to take
them back, only 53 agreed to
go home with their parents.

DEMARCATION OF TRENDS

How do our party formers measure
up to these criteria?

On the question of demarcating
trends, none of the organizations
primed to declare themselves a par-
ty has offered to the movement for
discussion and debate a draft party
program setting forward in a preci
way their views. The RU, which of-
fered a draft shortly before its
party congress paused neither
for open debate in the

ed to criticisms of it (THE COMMUN-
IST, v. I, no. 11, August, 1976)
and as a result did not take up the
task of fighting for the hegemony
of its programmatic views, using
the program to demarcate trends and

radio reported 10 desertions
from the white Rhodesian army
in the month of December. One

% Given its line it could not--and
of those who deserted, a white

after all, party building was only

case we have not only the political Fake up the struggle of trends at

police, but also liberalism - which«

cerned the justification of splits
and circle narrowness without con-
tributing to the presentation or re-
solution of programmatic guestions
essential to our revolution. For
2its part the Orcanizing Committee
of the OL, which has been in exist-
ence for almost a vear, has yet to

WVO counterposes the burning

all.

‘_,,-Questions of our movement to party

building by complaining about a -dis-
_cussion of the Chicano National ,
Question, demandino instead to "dis-
cuss Party Building"; the OC
counterposes the burninc cuestions
of our mcovement to party kuildinco
by maintaininc a discrete silence,
in "party building forums" encour-
aging revolutionaries to join "the
unity trend" without any presenta-
tion of views on key problems.

A NETWORK OF REVOLUTIONARIES
The goal of Lenin's plan for a
network of revolutionaries was to
"gather and organize all the revol-
‘utionary forces for a general at-
tack upon the autocracy and for the
leadership of a united struggle."
(WITBD, p. 205) Notice the signif-
icance of the words Lenin emphas-
All the revolutionary forces

?izes.
éand not the forces of only one reg-

ion or circle; a general attack and
not one narrowed by or limited to

@_phasized the need to take up organ.~

mon work.

We are to build a systematic or
anization of professional revolu-
tionaries closely merged with the
masses, but from the press of the
party formers there has been little
summing up of the experience of faes
tory cores and nuclei or guidance
on the day to day tasks of facto
groups. There has been virtually
no discussion of gquestions of innev-
party life both in the sense of [
internal organizational questions ] 3
such as reporting, discipling, cril-
icism, self-criticism, etc.-- quesy=- :
ions of cuidance which can serve te
draw+a local collective toward a
common center--nor in the sense of
contact among revolutionary forces
of our movement. None of them has
spoken to the guestion of inner
party publicity. Yet in his ISKRA
writings, Lenin more than once em-

izational problems in the press.
Nor have any of the party formem
established hegemony in the task
of leading a network of revolutiofe
aries in unfolding the work Jf al}
embracing, nationwide political
agitation. _In the first place,
_stable and consistent political ae-
itation depends on training our
cadres and the masses by means of

political exposure and the exposury

the—spontaneous demands of the trade Which have appeared in the movement

<union or mass movement; and a unitec, Rress have not yet attained the

struaogle, and not one fragmente thoroughn

O

&

movement over its draft nor respond-

to unite the movement on that basis,

among innumerable "leading circles", broad range of issues and the full

Which one of our party formers
~has cathered and organized accord-
ing to these criteria? The task of
*winning hegemony over and uniting
“the scattered forces and circles of

our movement has not been genuinely
posed. " RU claimed it had all the
"genuine" forces mobilized and OL,
WVO and the "Leninist Core” follow
in succession. But none have gath-
ered and organized with a vision to
~ratch the breadth of our movement.
ﬂgines of demarcation are drawn not
etween Marxism-Leninism and opport-
unism but between circle adherents
and others.” The network is estab-
lished on that basis. _Party build-
_ing tasks are reduced to circle size

Y analysis of class forces

required
for a general attack on the polit-
ical power of the bourgeoisie.
Lacking such political exposures w¢
cannot have political agitation tl]g.t
is all-embracing and nationwide if
scope as well as stable and con-
sistent in principle.

Secondly, agitation remains basi-
cally local and regional for the
overwhelming majority of our move-
ment. Fven the possibilitv of na-
tionwide political agitation seems
abandoned by the "Leninist Core"
which is prepared to declare the

_party of a region. Throughout the
movement the narrowness associatec
with local and regional work has y&%
to be overcome. While efforts have

rather than stretching our circles.
to meet the demands of our tasks.

been made at nationwide political
acitation, these remain limited a

What explanation can we give for
this?
been the lack of a leading line.
No "leading circle", in spite of
self-proclamation, has put out a
stable and comprehensive line

around which the scattered forces
of our movement could unite and —?

First and foremost, there has

inconclusive. They do not reflect
a gathering of all our forces and

- common political lines around busiA

and the ERA, for example, which havg
been struggles of fundamental impav-
tance to our movement but which hayg
_not given rise to corresponding ag.

American, said that over 30%
of the white Rhodesian army
is made up of foreigners.

for a "brief period". Like RU
others also have apparently releg-
ated the program to an administra-
tive chore to be accomplished prior
to the party congress, but have not
openly offered to the movement a
draft for struggle. -

The demarcation of trends in our
movement has suffered from this
lack of precise struggle over pro-
grammatic views. No one has spoken
more about demarcation than the
former members of the Wing and vet

An army of colonialist mer-
cenaries can never withstand
the might of an armed people
fighting for national libera-
tion. Total victory, national
liberation and self determina-
tion for Zimbabawe is surely
not far off.

THE Cr “INIST/Page 2

_then take up the tasks actually re-

itation. Our responses have been lp.
Cal. Nor have we responded to the

gquired to fight in a protracted way
for the hegemony of that line.
Secondly, the low level of theoret-'
ical development of the movement as
a whole has been a barrier.® Confus-
ion and vacillation persist on fund-
amental questions of line around
which we must unite. Third there
has been a lack of mutual contact
and common work, a narrowness over-

nationwide attacks of the bourgeoi -
sie - as for example, around the
energy crisis and unemployment. The

v problems of narrowness and economi$m

are revealed in the failure of our
political agitation to raise the
political strugole of the proletar-

- iat for state power - as, for exam~-

ple, in the RCP's support for the

all in our approach to organization-

al and political guestions, and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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~ guestion of time. The Drocess can beglow the line of

CONDITIC

Sadlowski Ca.psaign which pursued
trade unionist rather than commun-
ist politics.

from page 2

The guestion of preparing the cong

ditions for«party forming is not a

either fast or slow. The question
is whether we address ourselves to

“ the tasks reguired. It is a genera- ¢

tion since the CPUSA degenerated
into a revisionist party.
to prepare the conditions for the

formation of the party, we will not

than planned conscious efforts at

preparing the conditions for the
formation of a party, means that

the rupture between Marxism Lenin-"

~ism and the pettv bourgeois demo-
ratic trend Has been dincomplete.

' The tendency in our mevement to fol-

least resistance
even on our central task, to bow
to spontaneity even on party build-
~ing, to proceed without plan, pro-_

ram or a gathering of forces -
If we fail a1l this reflects the persistence

of a liberal petty bourgeois oppor-
tunist trend in our midst that

accomplish our coal in another cen-

gration.

THE MATERIAL BASIS OF OUR ERRORS
The errors of the party formers
‘on party building reflect the incom-

plete rupture between Marxism-Lenin-

“ism and the petty bourceois demo-

“ cratic trend which persists in our

movemente: In COLLAPSE OF THE SECOND
INTERNATIONAL Lenin explains that
the "Furopean tvpe" of development
of the labor movement leads to an

alllanue between the intelligentsia
and other sectors of the petty bour-

¥ geoisie, the liberal bourgeoisie

“’é&
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~ for two reasons:first the opportun-

"

and the labor aristocracy based on
the morsels of loot obtained from
‘Great Power privileges which fall
from the table of monopoly capital
into the laps of sectors of the
workinag class and the petty bour-
cgeoisie. The Russian form of this
was Economism and its successor,
Menshevism, Lenin wrote:

"During the Russian Revolution,
it (Menshevism) pursued tactics
that objectively meant the depen-
dence of the proletariat on the 1i-
beral bourgeoisie, and expressed

etty bourceois opportunist trends!
_(Lenin's COLLECTED WORKS,v.21,p.222

T In the spontaneous upsurge of the
1960's, such petty bourgeois op-
portunist trends emerged closely
allied with the liberal bourceoisie
the labor aristocracy- and the re-
formist Black bourgeoisie., Feigning
distictness from or opposition to
the "C"PUSA, this trend was able to
cover 1tself with the cloak of Mar-
xism Leninism and ally itself with
developlnu 4arx15t Leninists

1qt trend came. forward in the cor-
rect struaale aqalnst ultra-"left
adventurlsm and terrorism - an ex-
ample of the truth brounht forward
by the Chinese comrades that the
strugaole acainst one error covers
another. Second, the alliance could
continue throuch the period where
Marxist-I - their-brinci-

as in Lenin's day,
in

its true colors,

with "references to thetmasses?
oraer to justify opportunlsm._
THE RUPTURE OF THE MARXIST-LENINIST
AND PETTY BQURGFOIS TRENDS

But as the Marxist Leninist line
on the necessity of building a pro-
letarian party of a new type began
to be understood by -genuine commun-
ists, and as the sicnificance of
this line began to be cgrasped, it
meant chanaing the character of our
work, it meant a strenuous strucgle
to overcome our amateurishness and
backwardness and to become profes-
sional revolutionaries. As we
realized the extent of our backward-
ness in the face of the magnitude
of our tasks in all areas theor-
etical, political and orcanization-
al - the ability of the petty bhour-
0e01s democratlc trend to cover it-
Self in alliance with Marxism-Len-
inism beqan to rupture. To the ex-
tent that we grasped the signifi=-
cance of party building as our cen-
tral task, it forced a break with
the methods of organization and
style of work that allowed coexis-
tence with the opportunist trend

_ of the petty bourgeocisie to be main

8

tained. The split in the BWC was an
example of that. The effort to
break with the loose, decent

soc1a1 “democratic charac ter‘of the
11zatic ﬁd‘ﬁf@ﬁ?*w1th “the

1ts tasks brougnt forth an a
from movement forces in the crgani-
Zation who wanted things to remain
as they were. They wanted party
Eblldlnc, because there was no lon-
ger a cover without it, but they _
wanted it without its revolutlonary
gontent. t is the essential as-—
pect of the Workers Conaress (M-L)'s
sum-up of the split in the BWC. It
was in defense of the principles of
orthodox Marxism Leninism on the
relationship of consciousness to
spontaneity, on the relationship-
of centralism and professionaliza-
tion (Bolshevize The Ranks!) to
primitiveness and playing with de-
mocracy, on the national scope of
our tasks acainst a narrow focus on
local concerns, and above all on
the role of a national newspaper in
relationship to undertaking the
struggle for party building, that
our organization was formed.

The underlying significance of
the fact that in seizinc on party
building as our central task, our
movement has been confronted with a
proliferation of oruanizational ef-
forts at party declaring rather

‘marcation of trends

would, a Lenin teaches, cast away
the living soul of Marxism.

+to liquidate the orcanization's ef-

“ts to establish a national cen-
_r, to perpetuate the autonomy of
the local districts, to liguidate
THE COMMUNIST and get back to buil-
ding the mass movement. They sought
to perpetuate the former character
of the organization. A basic cover
for this retroorade offensive was
an attack on the decision to join
the NCC as a "left" error. The WC
(ML) was founded in a repudiation
of this attack on all fronts and a
defense of the positive gains that
had been made in the strugale
against economism, liberalism, pet-
ty bourceois democracy and other

“The tendency in our,'moveme'n‘t to. ..bow to
spentaneity even on party building, to proceed

without PLAN, PROGRAM, or a GATH-
ERING OF FORCES - all this reflects

the persistence of a liberal petty-bourgeois

trend in our movement

that would, as Lenin

teaches, cast away the living soul of Marxism

JOINING THFE CONTINUATIONS COMMITTEE
Our own contributions to these
errors have been as serious as any
and we can only advance the sloocan

"prepare the conditions" on the
basis of a self-criticism. As much
as any organization the BWC justi-
fied the notion that party formina
could be accomplished without prep-
aration of the conditions. Above
all this characterized the effort
of the BWC to whip honest forces
into motion around the bankrupt
line and program of the Communist
Leacue's (CL) National Continua-
tions Committee (NCC). Not only did
we call for forces in our movement
to join the NCC in the face of open
contradiction of the line of the

CL and the interantional line of
Marxists Leninists led bv the Com-
munist Party of China, as well as
CL's open conciliation with Soviet
revisionism, but after joininag the
NCC the BWC declared that there was
only one road to the Party and that
was’ to join CL in a partv coengress
in September of that year (1974).
There was no cuestion here of a de-
no démarca-
tion on modern revisionism, the most
fundamental question; no guestion
of gatherino a network - the Contin-
uvations Committee had done it; and
no question of all-embracing nation-
wide political agitation. Presumab-
ly such matters would be resolved
after the party. conaress.

Objectively the BWC's role in
this was to lend the neo-revision-
ist forces of the CL a lecgitimacy
and influence in our movement that
they had never earned and readily
lost. In addition, the BWC's decis-
ion compromised the good contribu-
tions the organization had made
to the struagle against the Revo-
lutionary Union (RU) on the Black
National Question and around Party
Building. Most important it contri-
buted to the notion that we could
have a party soon and easy -

This error reflected the
serious ideological weaknesses af
the BWC leadership and its organi-
zational instability. No sooner had
the line that party building is the
central task been orasped than we
were supposed to have a party.
Movement "hype" was substituted for
recourse to the science that would
deepen our understandino of the
conditions that needed to be pre-
pared and on that basis further our
drasp of the line throuch its ap-
plication in practice. :

The state of affairs surrounding
the BWC's error of joininag the NCC
was bound to ‘lead to confusion and
demoralization and, after the
break with CL, directly precipitat-
ed the split in the BWC. The dec-

“ision to join the NCC had fatally
‘compromised the BWC's efforts,
“correctly charted, to deepen the
line on party building by takine up
the task of bolshevizing the organ-
dization.

i"WE WILL JOIN ANY CALL"

{ The WC(ML) was a product of the
split in the BWC.
defended the tasks of bolsheviza-
tion, but made the error of justi-
“fyino the decision of the BWC to
“join the NCC, The confusion which
had resulted from the BWC's motion
on the guestion let loose a resur-
agence of longstanding social demo-
cratic tendencies., Forces arose
which sought not only to repudiate
the error made recgarding the NCC,
but also the gains which had been
made in the struggle around party
buildino. These forces came forward

We fought for and

manifestations of bowing to spon-
taneity which carry the seeds of
revisionism and opportunism in our
ranks. We correctly repudiated the

. proposition that tailing CL was a

"left" error because we had joined
"too guickly" (thereby "skipping
stages") and insisted on .a politi-
cal evaluation of the essentially
right opportunist character of CL's

line, above all its conciliation
with revisionism. But we went fur-
ther. Tnstead of exposinag the err-

ors of the opportuhists and expos-
ing how they attacked the decision
to_join the NCC only to cover their -
“own opp@rtunlsw, we justified the

ecisiof to join. This position on .
feciaia e 3 S _* organize a network of agents capalle

Oof aiving revolutlonary dlrectlonr

our part fundamentally undermined
our ability to deepen the correct

aspects of our line on party burld;' <

‘ing. Instead of focusing on the
necessity to prepare the conditions
for a Marxist Leninist party and
the need to dig in to accomplish
that work - a task that was called

P i oG plan e pubatorR g on the basis of its mistakes.

“ward a line that necated the nec- .
essity to prepare the conditions
“and perpetuated the tendency: to bow
to spohtaneity on our central task,
It substituted the hasty search for
a party congress or organizino com-
mittee for the strugole to prepare
the conditions. We wrote:

"We think it was our revolution-
ary duty to join the NCC and fight
within it for Marxism Leninism. We
think that during this period we
are under a duty.to join in virtu-
ally - any call under the banner
of Marxism Leninism Mao Tsetunc
Thought to prepare a Party Congress,
We should join everyv such call in
order to strugale for line and to
win honest comrades in the movement
to genuine Marxism Leninism."”

As if we would promote strugale
for "honest" comrades by covering
over the tasks required to prepare
our movement for the formation of
a party! As if we could treat so
‘lichtly the decision to call a par-
ty congress! By saying that we
‘should join any and all party buil-
ding efforts recardless of their
essence, we fostered a spirit of
tailing behind anvone with the rel-
ative organizational strencth to .
call a conference or a party. This
approach,led to cgoing alone to see
what happens rather than conscious-
ly charting a course based on his-
torical and dialectical materialisnm
and pursuing it consciously without
wavering. It encouraged comrades
in our own orcaniztion to look for
where the action was, perpetuating

Suscribe To THE

Consistent with the plan of.
the WORKERS CONGRESS (M-L) to
fiocht for an ISKRA type news-
paper for the Leninist trend
as the main link in the ficht
to prepare the conditions for
a new Communist party, we call
on all comrades and friends to
send in topical exposures,
polemics, letters, criticism
and reports on their work and
their use of THE COMMUNIST.
‘Every comrade should strive
particularly to develop worker
correspondents as an essential
means to link the newspaper
with the working masses.

Send to:

Subscription rates are $4,25
per vear.

_liberalism.

Mist,
= trapped by the proposition that we

the notion that .the party was just

a step away rather than pedinting

to the necessity for eve orrade ¥
to develop his independe. .ear-
inos and ability to contribute to
and-evaluate the strucgle to pre-
pare the conditions.

The error itself was clearly the
most flabby sort of petty bourgeois
We didn't need to de-
cide whether joinino the NCC or any
other party forminc motion was
right or wrong because our duty was -
to join any such call. Its source
was our own- failure to insist on
and carry out in a thorouch way the
rupture between Marxism Leninism
and the petty bourgeois opportunist
trend masaguerading as Marxism Lenin-
ism,

The error also compromised our a-
bility to give guidance and leader-
ship around the party building mo-
tion of the RCP and around the OL/
OC where there was vacillation and:
wavering in the ranks of leadership
based on our failure to apply a
systematic method of evaluation
which looks first to whether the
cloth had been measured before we
decide to cut. The question is bas-
ed ‘on scientific criteria and we
hesitated in taking up the science.
Thus, althouch we correctly iden-
tified the fundamental errors in
OL's orlalnal plan (see THF COMMUN-
v.II no. 4, 1975), we remained

must join anv call.

Most important, the notion that
we should join any call weakened
our grasp on the development of the
ISKRA plan. While the experience of
Lenin's ISKRA to which we appealed
was nothing if it was not a plan to
prepare the conditions for the for-
mation of the party, our abilitv to

apply that line came into conflict

any call.

with the line that we would join

The undercurrent of that
line conflicted with the correct
course we had charted. We did not
crasp firmly enouch fthe mwain link
~a single, common nationwide newspa-

per of the ISKPA type as a means to
-gather the resources of the Lenin=
TSt t¥end of our movement, to draw
E}ear lines of demarcation and to

tical aqltatlon.

TEACH ON THE BASIS OF MISTAKES

Qur revolutionary party will be
measured - as any Marxist Leninist
party - by its ability to teach
Our
movement will be measured by its a-
bi to _repudiate the party form-—
ing efforts which are now reducing
party building to-circle size and
by its ability to take up instead
in the disciplined spirit of revo-
lutionary Marxism the task of pre-
parinc thoroughly the conditions
for establishing a party to lead
all the revolutionary forces of the

US for a general attack on the mon-
opoly capitalist state in a united
struagle.

PREPARE
THE
CONDITIONS!

. MMUNI 11

%eW@M(mnabo'
be contacted at:
POB 41713

Los Angeles,Ca.
90111

POB -1297
Chicago,
60690
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. "ROOTS - liquidatii.g national struggle

Over 130 million people
watched the TV novel "ROOTS"
written by 2lex Haley. "ROOTS"
was the most successful show
in television history. There
is no surprise as to the suc-
cess of "ROOTS" because it
retells the dramatic history
of Afro American people dur-
ing the period of slavery and
the initial period of Recon-
struction in a lively mass
style. But although "ROOTS"
was done in a mass style, it
was not in the interests of
the masses. Mao Tsetuna savs
about art: "In the world to-
day all culture kelona to
definite classes and are
geared to definite political
lines. There is in fact no
such thing as art for art's
sake, art that stands above
classes, art that is detached
from or independent of poli-
tics." (Talks at the Yenan
Forum on Literature and Art,"
Selected Works, v. III, p. 86.
"ROOTS" is geared to the pol-
itical line of the bourgeoi-
sie.

Even though "ROOTS" did
serve to popularize aspects
of the barbarity and horror
of the slave system, "ROOTS"
still serves the ruling class
of this country and helps it
to maintain its power. One
can only read the’bourgeois
press to see the declarations
of the various bourgeois pol-
iticians--both black and white
to see that they are well
pleased.

Haley's book was -
originally begun in a time of
" mass rebellion in 1964 under
the title "Before This Anger."
But .although a product of
strugole, its purpose is to
divert the struggle. Its goal
is to retell Black history
from a bourgeois perspective
and to divert Black people
from getting at the roots
of their common oppression.

ROLE OF IMPERIALISM

Imperialism divides the
world into oppressor and op-
pressed nations and the system
of imperialism means the ever-
widening extension of national
oppression. The history of
Black people in the US is the
history of a people drawn
first into a vicious and bar-
barous slave system and then
forged into a nation on the
territory of the Black Belt
with the collapse of slavery
and the failure of Reconstruc-
tion. Black people on this
territory constituted a major-
ity closely tied to the land
linked by common bonds of his-
tory, language, economy and
culture. But the nation which
developed was an oppressed
nation, dependent upon and
ehslaved politically, militar-
ily and culturally by U8 im-
perialism. Historically the
economic basis for the oppres-
sion of the Afro American
nation was the seizure of land
in the Black Belt territory of
the South by southern planta-
tion owners in alliance with
US finance capital. The export
of oppressor nation capital to
the Black Belt deformed and
retarded the development of
that area. The impoverishment
of the peasantry coupled with
the strict segregation en-
forced by Jim Crow laws and
KKK terror led to a migration
of Black people off the iand
into the cities throughout the
US in search of work. For that
reason +the special oppression
and superexploitation of Black
people throughout the US

has its roots in the
national oppression and domin-
ation of the territory of the
Black Belt South by US imperi-
alism. !

The common history of the
Afro Rmerican people has been
a protracted and turbulent
strugole against national op-
pression and for egual rights.
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- taneous.

The heart of this struggle is
the strucgle of the Afro Amer-
ican nation in the Black Belt
South for national ‘liberation.
The purpose of "ROOTS" is' to
obscure the historical consti-
tution of the Afro American
people into a nation in the
Black Belt South and to lig-

.uidate the strugagle for na-

tional liberation and self
determination. The rising, up-
surge of the Black masses re-
quires that the bourgeoisie
use the weapon of culture to
retell Afro American history
from a perspective that will
liguidate the struggle for
national liberation, up to
and including the right of
political secession for the
Black Belt South and limit
the strucgle for egual rights
by dulling the consciousness
of Afro Americans to the true
character of their common
oppression. Yet it is only by
taking up the struggle in al-
liance with the strugagle of
the multi-national proletar-
iat of the US for socialism
that the Afro American people
can rip out the root

of their common
oppression. :

"ROOTS" liguidates the
struggle for national liber-
ation by belittling the right
of the people to the land
they have earned through
their labor. In the last ep-
isode, the Senator, a carpet-
bagger savs, "whoever owns
the land, controls the people-
so goes. the land, so goes the
people." But the lesson por-
trayed by the drama contra-
dicts this. When Chicken
George and his family trick
the vigilantes and escape to
Tennessee, the trick is on
them, for the Senator still
owned the land and there
would be plenty of other
Black people who would be
forced to work to survive be-
cause they did not own the
means of production, above
all the land, which was stol-
en from them with the betray-
al of Reconstruction. In or-
der for Black people to be
liberated the solution is not
for one family to escape, but
for the oppressed masses to
seize the land and territory °
of their historical homeland.
But the solution put forward
in "ROOTS" is the bourgeois
solution pushed by every re-
formist and revisionist-there
is no need to fight for land
and territory in the Black
Belt South because the nation-
al guestion is dying away as
the Black masses escape to
jobs and opportunities in the
rest of the country.

"ROOTS" liguidates the
struggle for national liber-
ation by throwing up an indi-
vidual solution to the ques-
tion of the liberation of an
oppressed people. The major
theme was Kunta Kinte's indi-
vidual struggle to be free.
While he was constantly plot-
ting to escape, this was con-
trasted with the passive mobs
of Black people portrayed as
basically content to make the
best of a bad situation. On
the other hand Kunta Kinte,
because of his desire for
freedom, was characterized as
"that crazy African with his
run away blood." But this is
a bourgeois distortion of
history, for Black people
have never taken their oppres-
sion peacefully. There were
constant acts of resistance,
some organized, some spon-
But what "ROOTS"

did was spread the illusion
that one man could be free
while his nation and his
class were in bondage.

"ROOTS" reinforced the

- theme. of passivity and cap-

itulation in the face of op-
pression by putting forward
a bourceois view of the fam-
ily. The family was seen as

tes with all whites.

a refuge for retreat rather
than a base for struggle. It
was a source of compromise
rather than of strength. Af-
ter Kunta was married to Bell
and once KiZzzy was born, Kun-
ta did not try to escape. Ba-
sically as long as their
family was tocether, slavery
was at least tolerabe. It
wasn't until Kizzy was sold
off and Bell died that Kunta
returned to plotting his es-
cape and freedom again.

When "ROOTS" does portray
mass resistance, rather than
individual escape, it is always
portrayed as the unruly vio-
lence of a tyrannical mob-an
uncontrollabe lashing out at
any white. For example, Nat
Turner was mentioned, but he
was seen as someone negative
who killed indiscriminately.
Once Georce and his wife found
one of his men, dead with sev-
eral bullet holes in his chest.
They commented that the dead
man had a peculiar smile on his
face. That was all that was
mentioned. Never was it hinted
that Turner represented organ-
ized resistance in a democrat-
ic struggle. Instead, it was
left to us to believe that he

‘and ‘his men had some kind of

maniacal escapade until they
got stopped. Mao writes: "Writ-
ers and artists of the bourg-
eoisie in its period of react-
ion depict the revolutionary
masses as mobs and themselves
as saints, thus reversing
bricht and dark." (Yenan Talks

~on Literature and Art, S.W.,

IFE; p. 278.)

Another example occurs when
the son of the blacksmith Tom
wants to kill the vigilantes
for whipping Tom. He is con-
soled by a young white woman
who tells him "it ain't right
to kill-where will it end? Does
that mean you will kill me?"
Cf course this was not on
Tom's mind, but what Haley
does is to portray all anger
that could lead to wiolence as
‘indiscriminate and uncontrol-
lable and to eguate the reac-
tionary deeds of the vigilan-
A revo-
lutionary stance would have
made glear that the rage was
justified and taken the posi-
tion, yes, these men should
be punished and made an exam-—
ple.

Ve

CHARACTER OF THE ENEMY

Just as "ROOTS" attempts to.
substitute escape for the path
of righteous resistance, it
also attempts to obscure the
character of the enemy. "ROOTS"
gave the impression that all
whites had an interest in main-
taining slavery and then the
national oppression of the
Afro American nation. They
were viewed as racist cut-
throats. The majority, however,
had neither slaves nor plantar-
tions and in fact had a com-

‘"mon enemy in the slaveowning

and landowning class. This was
manifested through common
armed offensive of whites and
Blacks in the Abolitionist
.-movement led by John Brown
(who was never mentioned in
the movie). And after the
Civil War this unity of ex-
slaves and poor whites con-
tinued in orcanized armed re-
sistance to the violence of
the KKK and reactionary land-
owners.

The slave system is also
portrayed from a bourgeois
point of view which sees it is
based not on a system of class
oppression, but caused by evil
human nature. And instead of
the real savagery of the slave
system where the average life
expectancy was 7 to 9 years
and people were literally .
worked to death from "can't
see in the morninoc to can't
see at nicht" we get a slave
who has easy accessability to
the master, who shares his
ups and downs, etc. '

The enemy is either "all
white people" or "evil human
nature" in order to liguidate
the strucggle against an ex-
ploitino class which owns the
means of production. When the
enemy is not identified as a
class and the people are por-
trayed as passive or in dis-
array, this is done to hide
class struggle. As the Comin-

tern pointed out almost 50

years ago, the "stench of the
slave market" persists today
to expose the rotten threads
that connect oppressor nation
capitalists who exploit Afro
American people today and the
class of slave owners whose
ruthless exploitation they in-
herit. "ROOTS" tries to divert
our attention from that target.

SUMMARY

These major points: (1) the
liquidation of the history and
democratic struggle of a na-
tion for national liberation
and self determination, in-
cluding the belittlinog of the
role of land, (2) the passivi-
ty and lack of resistance in
the face of oppression, por-
traying individual escape ra-
ther than class war under
slavery or national liberation
after Reconstruction as the
means to liberation, (3) por-
traying collective resistance
as uncontrolled and tyran-
ical mob violence, (4) the
bourgeois role of the family
in holdinc back struggle, (5)
the refusal to identify the
enemy as an exploiting class
in control of the means of
production-all these points

represent the views of a par-

ticular class, the ruling
class. The drama attempts. to
divert the masses of American
people from the primary issue
of class and national strug-
gle to the secondary issue of
one man's life. It attempts
to turn history from a found-

~ation of action into an object

of passive entertainment.

The desire of the working
class and the oppressed nation-
alities to know their history
is growing. Thus, "ROOTS" will
open the door for other stor-
ies of defiance and resistance-
Nat Turner, the underaround
railroad, etc. But none of
them, done by writers like -
Haley, will call into guestion
the éapitalist system or the
power of the capitalist state.

Culture is a critical arena
of class struggle. Mao said:
"To overthrow a political
power, it is always necessary

‘to first of all create public

opinion to do work in the
ideological sphere. This is
true for the revolutionary as
well as the counterrevolution-—
ary classes." "ROOTS" demon-
strates the importance the
bourgeoisie places on pre-
serving its hegemony in the
field of art and culture. As
revolutionaries we cannot pre-
tend to overthrow the rule of
the bourgeoisie without
breaking the grip of the bour-
geois culture on the working
and oppressed masses.

Revolutionary artists must
base their work on Marxist
science and point the direct
ion forward for the masses. We
need artists who will portray
the historical constitution
of the Afro American nation
and the development of the
struggle for national libera-
tion and self-determination.
Ae need artists who can show
the fighting alliance that ex-
ists between the strugole of
the black nation for self-
determination, the struggle
of all oppressed national mi-
norities for equal rights and
the struggle of the multina-
tional proletariat for social-
ism.
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