
"A communist should .have largeness of _mind 
·and -he should be staunch and active~ looking 
upon the interests of the revolution as .his 

,very life and subor~inating his personal in­
tere~_ts to those of the . revol:ution; ~lways 
and everywhere he should adhere . to prin­

.ciple and wage a tireless struggle against 

all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate· 
the collective life of the Party and strengthen the 
ties_ betw~en the Party and the mass~s; he should be 
more: concerned about the Party and .the masses than 

. about any individual and more concerned· about othe;r;s 
then about .himself .. Only thus ~a~ he be c~nsi~ex-ed 
a Communist." · Mao Tsetung 
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A WORLD HISTORIC TASK 

WOMEN'S EMANCIPATION 
International Women's Day 

is a day ' of international A~ 
unity of working women all ~ 

oppression of minority women. 
Between 1940 and 1974, the 
labor force participation rate 
of mother_s increased five-fold. 
For example, in 19~0 there was 
only a small fraction of mothers 
compared to all women(9% of · · 
workforce were mothers versus 
28%fo~ all women working), but 
in 1974 the rate of mothers was 
slightly higher compared to a1.1 
women- 46 and 45 percent, re­
spectively. The sharpest in­
crease during the 1940's and 
50's was among mothers of 
school-age children. However, 
this pattern has reversed it­
self since the early 1960's, 
with the sharpest increase 

over the world in the struggle f;' 
for liberation, democracy, and · , 
socialist revolution. It was ~ -~ · 
first observed -in 1911 with 
the aim of mobilizing broad 
sections of women for the 
struggle against bourgeois 
domination. It commemorates 
the history of unity in. strug­
gles for liberation on the 
part of the working women of 
the world, and is closely 
connected to the advance of 
the cause of liberation of 
the world's proletariat. In 
the Dt!cernber 15, 1975 issue of 
THE COMMUNIST in our "Resolu­
tion on the Woman Question", 
we stated that:" ••• we find 
ours e lves in a world marked 

C~LEBRATE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY! 

among young mothers of pre­
school age children. 

In 1974 there were 4.6 mill­
ion minori t,y women 16 years of · 
age and over in the work force. 
They accounted for 11 p e rce nt 
of all women in t h e p op u l ation 
and 13 pe r cent of women worke r s 
Among a ll minority women, abo u t 
49 percent were workers, as 
compared to 45% of the white 
women. ·Minority women wor....:ers 
were more h e a vi l y conce ntra ted 
in private household work and 
service work than were white 

by d i s order and great turmoil. 
The contention a nd struggle 
for hegemony between the two 
superpowers has hei ghtened 
contradictions be t ween them t o 
the -.point where they can only 
be resolved by force- world 
war has become an inevitable 
and imminent rea l ity.•· We 
further s t ated t hat : " the world 
over women are p lay ing a vital 
a nd e ssen t i al role in the 
b a ttle s agains t hegemonism, 
imperialism, and for national 
liberation, independence and 
revolution. The struggle· for 
equal rights and the full 
emancipation of women is 
e v e rywhere a component part of 

.. __________________________________ _.women - 37 _gnd 19 per c ent, 

those struggles". 

For broad masses of women 
_to win liberation they must 
actively take part in social 
revolution. The ultimate 
victory of proletarian revol­
ution must include the full 
participation of the broad 
masses of women, particularly 
working women. Engels pointed 
out in· The Origin of the Fam- -
ily, Private Property and the 
State: 11 The first class antag­
orusrn which appears in history 
coincides with the development 
of the antagonism between man 
and woman .•• and the first 
class oppression with that of 
the female se x by male." The 
change in social status bet­
ween man and women gradually 
took place with . the breaking 
up of primitive society and 
the emergence of private -
ownership_ and the appearance· 
of classes. Oppression of 
women is first of all class 
oppression, and since the 
oppression of women has its 
roots in private property and 
class exploitation, a complete 
change in the unequal status 
of women can only be achieved 
through revolution- through 
the elimination of private 
property and exploiting 
classes. Our "Resoluion of 
the Woman -Question" states: 
"The emancipation of women is 
a world historic task of prol­
etarian revolution. The full 
emancipation of women can take 
place only under the dictator­
ship of the proletariat where 
it will be possible to abolish 
private property through 
socialist ownership of the 

means of p:C-oduction and ,abol:.. 
ish_ the individual private 
household as the economic unit 
of society through the creat­
ion of a large scale socialist · 
economy. However, the working . 
class can never overthrow soc­
ial relations based on private 
prope-rty without overcoming 
the oppression of women. As 
Lenin said, the proletatiat 
cannot achieve complete liber­
ty until it has won complete 
liberty for women. Thus the 
struggle for the emancipation 
of women and the struggle for 
the proletarian revolution 
are inseparably linked."(THE 
COMMUNIST, Vol.II, no.4,p.10) 

WORKING WOMEN IN THE U. S. 

In the past quarter century 
there has been a dramatic in­
crease in the number and prop­
ortion of w·omen. who work for 
pay outside the home. Over -
the last 25 years the number 
of women in the entire labor 
force more than doubled, and 
in the last decade, it has 
increased by 40 %. Because of 
the nature of capitalist prod­
uction, more and more wom~n 
have been drawn into the labor 
force. By the end of 1975, 
37.4 million women were in the 
labor force, representing 47% 
of all women age 16 and over, 
and 2 out of every S persons 
in the entire work force. 

. Capitalism breeds crises and 
unemployment and women have 
consistently made up a larger 
percentage of the unemployed. 
Based on annual. averages in 
1974, unemployed women number­
ed 2.4 million and aqcounted 
for 47% of all unemployed. 
The unelployment rat·e for wo-'- · 
men was 6.7%,compared to 4.8% 
for ·men. The unemployment 

rate for women 16-19 years of 
age was 16.5; for women 20 and 
over, 5.5%; for minority women 
it was 10.7 % compared with6.1% 
for white women. 

Although women make up a 
growing share of the work forcE 
they continue to lag behing 
men in their wages and earn 
less, whatever the job. 

·respectively. In contrast a 
large proportion of white wom­
en were in professiona l, tech­
nical, managerial jobs and 
clerical job~ than were minor­
ity women, like : those of white 
women, · are substantially less 
than the earnings of men, eith­
er minority or white. Recent 
statistics showed minority 
women who work year round at 

Occupation Average Weekly Earnings 
Full-time woman worker 

Percentage of Aver~ 
age Earnings of ME~ 

Professional,Technical 
Managers,Administrators 
Clerical Workers 
Craft Workers 
Laborers 
Factory Workers 
Service Workers 
Sales Workers 
Farmworkers 

$208 
$17 3 
$138 
$138 
$116 
$115 
$10 3 
$102 
$ 9 5 

78 % 
58% 
65 % 
61 % 
73% 
61% 
64% 
44% 
84 % 

This - continuing gap between 
the wages of men and women is 
one of the cl~arest reflect­
ions of the discrimination 
against women in the work forcE 
In 1956 the median earnings of 
women was 63 percent that of 
men; in 1964 it was 59% that of 
men; in 1974 it was 57% that of 
men-ie. a steadily declining 
trend. As long as women enter 
the workforce in a second­
class status, receivi~g_lower 
wages than men for the same 
work, their large scale entry 
into the work-force will drag 
down the wages of the entire 
working class. This is why it 
is crucial for the entire work­
ing class to take up a militant 
struggle for the· equal rights 
'of women. 

Two additional significant 
points on women in the work 
force are the rising trends of 

· working mothers and the SJ?._ecial; 

fuli-ti~e jobs had a m~dfan - -- ­
wage of $5,772 - only 88% of 
that of white women, 69 % of 
that of minority men and 50% 
of that of white men. The un­
employment rate of minority 
women continues t o be the high­
est of any sector of the work­
force. · During the first quarter­
of 1975, the unemployment rate 
of minority women workers 20 
years of age and over averaged 
11% - up from 7.9 % in the same 
period the year before - while 
the rate for white women rose 
from 4.7 % to 7.8%. Minority 
mothers in the labor force re­
cently totaled 2.1 million or · 
15% of all working mothers. 
61% of minority mothers with 
children 6 to 17 years of age 
were workers, as were more 
than half (52%) of those with 
children under 6. The compara-

Continued on page 8 
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LO_LITA ~EBRONe 
REVOLUTIONARY PATRIOT 

As we celebrate Internation- emblies made by the govern­
al Women's Day, it is import- ment officials of the United 
ant that we remember the States in the captive nation 
heroines of our struggle, of Puerto Rico carry the , 
whose example and sacrifices force of the oppressors and 
have pushed forward the str- fits premeditated intention 
uggle of the oppressed masses . to bring about the results 
One such example is Lo lita that fit its pockets and 
Lebron, a l eader and war- political .business ••. We will 
rior in the struggle of .the continue to fight what 
Puerto Rican people against terror we must fight and we 
U.S. imperialist oppression. will win, and we shall 

overcome." 
, On March 1, 1954, Lolita 
Lebron and three comrades-­
Rafael Miranda, Irving Flores, . 
~nd Andre Cordero--stood up 
in the U.S. Rouse of Rep­
resentatives and opened fire 
on the Congressmen below. 
Five Congressmen in all were 
injured. Since that day she· 
1as been in prison. Now as 
then, her act represents the 
burning outrage of the rev­
olutionary sentiments of the 
Puerto Rican people and their 
hatred for the barbarous op- . 
pression of the Yankee imper­
ialists who have dominated 
Puerto Rico s.ince the 1890 's. 
(See THE COMMUNIST, v. III·, 
no. 2) 

Lolita Lebron's revolution­
ary sentiments developed in 
her as a child as she came 
to know the full effects of 
colonialism at the hand of 
Yankee imperialism. As she 
said in~ statement reprinted 
by the Committee to Free the 
5 Nationalists: 

"When I was in the sixth 
grade, I knew that life's 
lessons in the classroom and 
in my enviroment taught me 
two principles: to do the 
will of God and to do the will 
of the United States of Amer­
ica ••• I saw a peasant wife 
taking a piece of meat out of 
the garbage can of the land­
owners. This beautiful woman 
took that piece of meat from 
inside that garbage can and 
refried it at the wood stove 
of a little kitchen and 
divided it among her five 
hungry children ••• My life 
experience in New York City 
grew to greater knowledge of 
human oppression, exploitat­
ion, negation. There came 
a day in which, after havina 
tried for three days looking 
for jobs, getting left in 
the trains, walking under 
snowfalls, without money for 
lunch or shelter, I had to 
deny that I was a Puerto 
Rican woman in order to have 
a job ••• The so-called assoc­
i~ted sta.te of Puerto Rico 
with the United ·States'1s·--a-
mockery to the principle of 
sovereignty to the human 
nations. This so-called 
form of political government 
and usurpation that governs 
my country is an imposition, 
a compulsion, it has been 
established by force. These 

d 

THE COMMUNIST 

Their act to dramatize 
their desire for independence 
was planned to coincide with 
the opening of 'the Inter­
American Conference at Car­
acas, Venezuela which had 
been set up by John Foster 
Dulles to strengthen the 
power of the imperialists in _ 
Latin America. The patriots 
wanted to bring to world 
attention the resistance of 
the Puerto Rican people and 
to expose the role of the 
U.S. imperialists who were 
consolidating their gains 
made during World War II 
particularly in the Third 
World. In a note in Lebron's 
purse, she expressed the 
purpose of her act as she 
full expected to die in th'e 
course of it. She said, . 
"Before God and the world my 
blood claims 'for the indep­
endence of Puerto Rico. My 
life I give for the freedom 
of my country. This is a 
cry for victory in our strug~ 
gle for independence . Which 
for more than a half century 
has tried to conquer that 
land that belongs· to Puerto 
Rico. I state that the 
United States of America 
are betraying the sacred 
principles of mankind in 
their continuous subjugation 
of my country, violating 
their rights to be a free 
nation and a free people •.. ". 
As she stood in the gallery 
she yelled, "Viva Puerto 
Rico" and waved the Puerto . 
Rican flag. 

In the Uni ted States, there · 
was an immediate hysterical 
response. The patriots were· 
taken to jail in a lynch mob 
atmosphere. In weeks to come 
other national i sts and 
communists were arrested and 
harrassed. The patriots 
maintained their dignity and 
clarity of purpose. Their 
leader, Albizu Campos of the 
Puerto Rican Nationalist 
Party, who had just been 
released from prison on the 
condition that he would not 
participate in the revolut­
ionary movement, called the 
acts, "sublime -heroism". 
In their trials, they never 
renounced their acts and 
their com::nittment. During 
the trial, Lebron loudly 
protested when the Puerto 
Rican flaa that she had been 

In the March 1, 1~77 issue of THE COMMUNIST, , 
end letters were lost in the fourth column on page 
2. In most cases the meaning is clear from the 
context. If any reader is unclear, please write 
an~ we will provide , the full text. · 

carrying brushed the floor. 
Finally on July 9, 1954 
she was sentenced from 16-50 
years for five counts of 
assault with a dangerous 
weap?n· While in prison, the 
patriots have been subjected 
to continous abuse. They 
have been constantly pres­
sured to make a deal and 
promise to give up the 
strug~le if they would be 

released. They stand united 
in their refusal to capitu­
late. This is true even 
though one of them, Andres 
Cordero, is dying of cancer. 

During the first week in 
March, Lebron was allowed to 
go to Puerto Rico to attend 
the funeral of her daughter. 
When she arrived over 3000 
people had gathered and 
raised their voices in 
militant chants of "Inde­
pendence for Puerto Rico" 
and "Free the Five National­
ists". This proved that 
despite her long years in 
prison that she still wa~--­
a heroine to the masses of 
Puerto Ricans. 

Suscribe To 
~ In addi tio-n~ ·- rntbe·· s·ameTs's ue -- the -·s-ecohd . sen.::­
tence in the fourth paragraph ·of the first column 
on page 3 should read: ' 

"Feigning distinctness from or opposition to 
t1:e "C"PUSA, this trend was able to cover its elf 

·w~th the cloak o~ Marxism-Leninism and ally itself 
with the developing leadership of Marxist-Leninists 
for two 7easons: first, the opportunist trend came 
forward in the correct struggle waged by Marxist­
Leninists against ultra "left" adventurism and 
terrorism--an example of the truth brought for- , 
war~ by the Chinese comrades that the struggle 
against one error covers another." 
- - Also we would like t.Q correct a sentence in the­
~anuary 27, 1977 issue, Vol.III, no. 2. In an art­
icle on Puerto Rico we said that the pro-statehood 
~arty "defeated the independence parties who dom­
inated p9litically for the last few decades." The 
P?pular Democratic Party, which had been in power, 
did not support independence, but the maintenance 
of the commonwealth status. 

Conslstent with t h e p ian of 
the WORKERS CONGRESS (M-L) to 
f i ght for an ISKRA type news­
paper for the Leninist trend 
as the main link in the fiaht 
to prepare the conditions for 
a new Communist party , we call 
on all comrades and friends to 
send ~n -topical exposures, 
polemics, letters, criticism 
and reports on their work and 
their use of THE ;COMMUNIST. -
Every comrade should strive 
particularly to develop worker 
correspondents as an essential 
means to link the newspaper 
with the working masses.· -

Send to: 

_THE COMMUNIST(Page 2 

Subscription rates are $4.25 
per year. 

...,___ 

WC 

We must take up the 
struggle to demand freedom 
for these Puerto Rican pat­
riots as an important part 
of forging a militant united 
front of the revolutionary 
masses in the U.S. and the 
masses . of Puerto Rican 
people. In doing so we will 
remain inspired by the cour­
age of Lolita Lebron who 
cried out, "Fight · for the 

Freedom of my country! To 
love me is to love my 
country." 

FREE THE FIVE PUERTO RICAN 
NATIONALIST PRISONERS!! 

INDEPENDENCE FOR PUERTO RICO!! 

POB 1297 
Chicago, Ill 
60690 

The WCML can also 
be contacted at: 
POB 11713 
Los Angeles,Ca. 
90111 

II 



A COMMUNIST VIEW 

CONTRADICTIONS IN THE FAMILY 
The following contribution 

by the San Diego Organizing 
Committee is an excellent pre­
sentation of problems in fam­
ily relations faced by commun­
ists which are rarely present­
ed in our press. Our own or­
ganization has struggled with 
these same problems. Based on 
our experierrce, we expect the 
article to be a useful propa-

' ganda weapon to assist in o­
vercoming contradictions with­
in the family. 

It is essential that com­
rades and friends recognize 
the practical, revolutionary 
importance of this. kind of po­
litical sum~up of actual work. 
Preparing the conditions for 
a new communist party requires 
that revolutionaries through­
out the country generalize 
their experience. Comrades 
need to provide political an­
alyses of the problems we con­
front in day_ to day work. 
By submitting results openly 
to the movement for criticism 
and evaluation, we enrich the 
fund of our common experience. 
This is a powerful means to 
develop common method and 
policy which is stable, con­
sistent and correct in the 
face of our tasks. 

Our struaole to build the 
vanouard co~unist party ' of 
the ~workina class confronts 
us with tr~mendous theoretical 
and, practical tasks. For 
most of our cadre and advanced 
contacts, t h is political work 
affects not only themselves 
but also their entire families. 
Whole evenings anp weekends 
are now req uired for study 
.and meetings. Ideological 
istruggles among family members 
develop as s ,:,n1e transform 
their world outlook faster 
th-.;m others. Sec.urit.y meas­
ures impose new restrictions 
on a whole set of existing 

.family habits. These are just 
a few examples of the situa­
tions that we have seen deve­
lop in our own work. We see 
this article as a introduc­
tion to some aspects of the 
contradictions that arise in 
families of the advanc~d, 
particularly contradictions 
between parents and children. 

WORK WITH PEOPLE 
Enver Hoxha has stated, 

"The work of the Party (for 
us this means pre-partv or­
ganizaU, ons-· SDOC) is, ... above 
all, work with the people, and 
as such, it has many 
approaches, for people them­
sel~es are different, with 
interests, requirements, pro­
blems, and .worries of all 
kinds. · Their life is a whole 
complex; therefore, the Party 
should grasp all this complex 
and must not be one-sided in 
its work." (Hoxha Speeches 
1969-1970) 

Comrade Hoxha makes clear 
that 'our work with the ad- ' 
vanced is all-sided work. 
Furthermore, it must be taken 
up in a class-conscious way. 
Hoxha goes on to say, "Work 
with the people requires a 
thorough knowledge of the line 

,of the party and a skill and 
tact in carrvinq it out .•. 
side by ·sia.e wHh . its Marxist 
Leninist content, its mili-· 
tant revolutionary class 
spirit, the method and style 
of our Party work plays a 
very important role." (Ibid) 
(Also see "Be Concerned with 
the Well-Being of the Masses." 
Mao's Selected Works, V.,. 1, 
pg.147'. 

M-L LINE AND METHOD OF WORK 
First of all, like all 

other political work, our ap­
proach to family relations 
must be guided by our 
political line. Family rela­
tions are inseparably connect-

ed with the Woman Question. 
The source of the oppression 
of women and children is his­
torically connected with the 
appearance of private pro­
perty and the consequent 
establishment of the male su­
premacist, monogamous family 
as the economic unit of so­
ciety. Engels clearly demon­
strated in Origin of the 

cFamily, Private Property, and 
the s·tate that the monoga­
mous tamily of this period is 
"based on the supremacy of the 
man; its express aim is the 
begetting of children of un­
disputed paternity, this pa­
ternity being required in or­
der that these children may in 
due time inherit their · 
father's weal th as his natura.l 
heirs .' 11 (The Origin of the 
Family, Private Property and 
the State, Engels, Moscow Ed. 
pg. 62) With the overthrow 
of mother right (descent 
traced through women) and the 
changes of family form, child­
ren became the private proper­
ty of their fathers and the · 
care of children became the 
individual responsibility of 
women inside their private 
households. The full eman­
cipation of women can occur 
only under the dictatorship 

tradictions correctly retards 
the work of communist organi­
zations and, consequently, the 
revolutionary struggle of the 
masses. 

AN INCORRECT APPROACH 
We learned of one person's 

experience with the CPUSA in · 
the 1940's, when he was a 
young boy. His father had 

tween parents and children. 
We didn't start off being 
clear on the political line 
that could guide our work. 
And we have vacillated on how 
much organizational responsi­
bility was correct and even 
realistic in this pre-party 
period. But we did realize 
that organizational discus­
sion and decisions about 

of the proletariat, with the 
socialist ownership of the 
means of production~ the full 
and equal participation in 
social production, the trans­
formation of private house­
hold production into large 
scale socialized production, 
and the ideological struggle 
against all manifestations of 
male chauvinism. In social­
ist society there will exist 
the basis to struggle for tha 
end of relations of exploit­
ation and oppression between 

' family members, between hus-
MAKE OUR PROLETARIAN FAMILIES 
UNITS OF REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE! · 

• band and wife, between parents 
and children. been designated as an open 

r .epresenta:ti ve of the party 
in his trade union work . The 
boy resented the fact that 
his father's political work 
kept tnem apart most of the 
time. He also resented the 

While w~ struggle for pro­
letarian revolution and the 
emancipation of women and 
children, ~e _must recognize 
that contradictions exist 
within the working class 
family. These contradictions 
are a ref,lection of the in­
equality between men and women· 
under capitalist production. 
They are a reflection of the 
bourgeois ideology of male 
chauvinism, wh~ch seeks to 
justify the existing in­
equalities by the idea that 

• hardships on the whole family · 
which was frequently harassed 
by the police. According 

men are superior to women, 
that children belong to their 
parents. 'We unite with WCM.L's 
position that these contra­
dictions, including the con­
tradictions between parents 
and children, are "contradic­
tions among the people." As 
such they "must be handled 
through democra~ic methods of 
discussion, persuasion, edu­
cation and criticism-self 
criticism." (see WC's Resolu­
tions on the Women Question, 
section 3. 3) 

Furthermore, we unite with 
WC's positon· that "contradic­
tions within the family are 
the responsibility of the 
whole organization". Here, 
as in all our political work, 
it is a question of combatting 
bourgeois ideology. Instead 
of permitting individuals to 
take up these contradictions · 
as pu,rely "personal" matters, 
we should be applying a com­
munist collective style of 
work. As Comrade Hoxha has 
said, "it is indisp,ensable 
to eradicate the mentality 
of private property, the idea 
that family problems are mere;.,_ 
ly private". (Problems of 
the ~truggle for the Complete . · 
Emancipation of Women, pg.185) 
If we consider our daily .. lives 
for a moment, we can realize 
that our personal family re­
lations have a powerful effect 
on our political work. Our 
failure to handle these con-

to this person, the father's 
response to his resentment was to· avoid discussion of 
the problems of· his work. 

The boy came to resent 
the party itself and the 
ideology it stood for. Con­
sequently, he n~ver became 
active in the party, never 
took up the revolutionary 
struggle of the proletariat 
(which the party itself began 
to abandon by "that time ) • 
The question arises-- what 
does it mean to be trying to 
win people to communism and 
fail to win our own children? 

In this case we don't know 
what the policy of the party 
was on this particular ques­
tion; but we do see a definite 
line in practice. The father 
failed to deal with the con­
tradictions between himself . 
and his son as part of the 
class struggle. The father 
failed to take up the ideo­
logical struggle within his 
own family and thereby lost 
the invaluable initiative of 
at least one child. We can 
also conclude that the party 
itself , in this case, did 
not consciously struggle with 
the contradictons within the 
family, but rather left it 
to the spontaneous activity 
of the family, assuming that 
the father would take care 
of any family problems. In 
accepting that the family is 
a private matter, they pro­
moted the ideology of male 
chauvinism. 

OUR EXPERIENCE 
From the beginning of our 

oroanization, we have had to 
deal with contradictions be-

l 
{ 

arent-c~ild relationships __ 
are crucial to the political 
development of the advance'd, 
both cadre and people with 
whom we work • . 

l.THE JDEOLOGICAL STRUGGLE 
First of all, the same 

bourgeoisie that parents are 
fighting in the plants and 
communities is also oppressing 
our children: autocratic and 
anti-proletarian - education, 
national chauvinism, police 
repression, sex- role stereo­
typing, "teen culture", T.V. 
propaganda etc. These are 
powerful weapons of the bour­
geoisie and any class con­
scious parent can testify 
to their influence on our 
children. This influence de­
mands that we pay more atten­
tion to developing our child­
ren politically and to help 
them. with these problems. 
We cannot collectiyely trans­
form ourselves into class 
conscious revolutionaries 
and leave our children to deal 
with bourgeois society alone. 

An important part of po)i­
tical work with our children 
is the ideological struggle 
to transform their world out­
look . One reaction to this 
position is "No, they're my 
kids. " Actually this means 
that the parents are viewing 
their children as private 
property. Communists instead 
view children ~s members of 
the revolutionary proletariat, 
whose care and education is 
the responsib:i.lity of us all. 
Another reaction is "Oh, not 
the kids, they're too yot.:tng." 
Actually what this boils down 
to is that comrades don't 
want to deal with. the situa­
tion. It means that they 
are agreeing with bourgeois 
ideology that children are 
incapable of being responsi,- 1 
ble, productive members of 
society. Thus they are exag­

·gerating the differences be­
tween children and adults 

CONTINUED TO PAGE 6 
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I.PRIVATE PROPERTY AND 
THE OPPRESSION OF ~MEN 

1.1 The bondage of women 
'is connected historically 
witil the appearance of pri­
vate property and with the 
monogaI!k)US famiiy based on 
private property as the eco­
nomic unit of society. The 
classical monogamous family 
is based on the supremacy of 
the man, its express aim be­
ing to produce children of 
undisputed paternity to in­
herit property. Within the 
monogamous family the social 
status of women was degraded 
:and her role . in production 
reduced to that of being an 
·instrument to produce a man's 
1legitimate heirs and a do­
:mestic slave restricted to 
·the petty tasks of a prlvate 
'.household economy. Based on 
1private property the monoga­
'.mous family arose as the 
subjection of one sex by the · 
,other, establishing a family 
system e~tirely dominated-
by the private property 
system~ 

- .. . . J . .. 
In reprinting our resol­

ution on the Woman Q~estion 
we tal(e the opportunity to 
.include brief study notes. 
These are informal and in­
complete; nonetheless 
comrades have found them 
helpful in providing some 
guidelines for study. 

The foundation for a sci­
entific view of the Woman 
Q_uestion is THE ORIGIN OF THE 
F~ILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY ANC• 
THE STATE by Engels. This is 
a text. second only to CAPITAL 
as a classical foundation of 
Marxism and one which Lenin 
emphasized ·must be studied 
again and a.gain. 

Important selections from 
THE ORIGIN as well as other 
excerpts from Marx, Engels, 
Lenin and Stalin are collect­
ed in . the Little.New World 
paperback THE WOMAN QUESTION 
(WQ). The co-llection of 
Lenin's writings called THE 
EMANCIPATION OF WCMEN (EW) is 
essential and should be ' stud­
ied by every comrade.· In add­
ition the Albanian comrades 
have recently published a 
collection of articles and 
speeches which sums up the 
experience of the Party of 
Labor of Albania on the Woman 
Question entitled PROBLEMS 
OF THE STRUGGLE FOR THE COM­
PLETE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN. 

In taking up the study of 
the Woman Question two 
general points are important. 
First, as we say in the Resol­
ution: "the emancipation of 
women is a world historic task 
task of proletarian revolu- · 
tion." The oppression of 
women arises · historically ·· 
with class oppression and 
private property. Lenip 
emphasized that we must show 
"the unbreakable con~ection 
between woman's human and 
_social position and the priv­
ate ownership of the means 
of production" and Enver 
Hoxha says "one of the ·main 
'T'HE COMMUN1.ST7 Page 4-
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1.2 In bourgeois society 
sex oppression in the mono­
gamous family based -on -pri­
vate property is the '·sourc~. 
of the social inequality of 
women and the second class 
status of working women. in 
the labor force. Just· as 
national inequality and the 
superexploitation of 
oppressed national minori­
ties in the workforce have 
their material basis in the 
imperialist control of the 
oppressed nation, so too sex 
inequality and the superex­
ploitation of women in the 
workforce have their materi­
al basis in the degraded 
status of women and their do­
mestic servitude within the 
individual family .as the 
economic__unit of society. 

i:I. THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN 

2.1 The· emancipation of 
women is a world historic 
task of proletarian revolu­
tion. The full emancipation 
of women can take place only 
under the, dictatorship of 2 ' 
scientific deductions of Marx­
isrn-t.eninism is that which 
says that the· bondage of 
~omen is connected with the 
appearance of private 
property." The key to the 
ag~ old oppression of women 
is the abolition of private 
property. But that is also 
the main task of proletarian 
revolution and the dictator­
ship of the proletariat. so 
i~ doing our job we accomp­
lish a task as old as civil­
ization. But as we also 
point out, this works both 
ways -- it is impossible to 
abolish private property with­
out achieving the full eman­
cipation of women. 

The secor~ point concerns 
the importance of the Woman 
Question as a democratic 
question. Failure to pay 
attention to the democratic 
tasks of the revolution has 
always been a fertile source 
of "l~ft" opportunism. It 
is the proletariat that must 
lead the struggle for democr­
acy and a careful study of the 
the Woman Question will pro-­
mote our understanding of the 
democratic tasks of .prolet­
arian revolution. But we 
study Marxism-Leninism in 
order to apply it. We take 
~P this question in order to 
become practical fighters 
for democracy. 

Section 1. Private Prop­
erty and the Oppression of 
Wanen. The material basis 
for-·-ilie' liigf11y· ·respecteif pos­
ition of women under prim­
itive communism was the com­
munistic household. (WQ,p. 13) 
There was no surplus product 
and thus no possibility of 
one group living off another. 
While men hunted, women gov-
erned common household · 
affairs. Men and women were 
on a footing of equality and 
participated equally in all 
tribal affairs. 

the proletariat where it will 
be possible to abolish pri­
vate property through social­
ist ownership of the means of 
produ~t~on 

1

and abolish tpe 
individual .private household 
as the economic unit of soci­
ety through the creation of 
a large scale socialist econ­
omy. However, the working 
class can never overthrow so­
cial relations based on pri­
vate property without over­
coming the oppression of 
women. As Lenin said, the 
proletariat cannot achieve 
complete liberty until it 
has won complete liberty for 

· women. Thus the struggle 
for the emancipation of wo­
men and the strµggle for pro­
letarian revolution are in­
~eperably linked. 

. . 
2.2 Materially, commun-

ists must work for the full 
arid equal participation of 
women in social production 
as the first premise for the 
emancipation of women. This 
requires the socialization 
of housework and the trans­
formation of the narrow, pet­
ty individual household eco­
nomy into large scale social­
ist economy. It includes 
our iml!lediate revolutionary 
struggle for the development 
of institutions to facili­
tate the participation of 
women in social produ~tion, 
such as low cost public din­
ing rooms and laundries, 
childcare programs, etc., 
as well as programs. of tech~ 
nical and professional edu­
~~ti_~n~t demand~ unre1.,r_u.;­
ing struggle against every · 
form of discrimination 

against women at the work­
place and in trade union 
activity. 

2.3 Politically we stand 
for the abolition of all re­
strictions on the democratic 
rights of women and for the 
absolute equality of men and 
women before the law. But 
formal equality in bourgeois 
society ·is inevitably under­
mined by household bondage, 
male ~privileges and ineoual­
ity in- fact. Like nati~nal 
equality, sex equality is a 
component par.t of the bour- . 
geois democratic revolution 
which the bourgeoisie can 
proclaim but cannot accom­
plish. Only the proletar­
iat can lead the struggle 
(or the democratic rights of 
women because we intend to 
abolish private ownership of " 
of the. means of production 
which alone is the_material 
basis for establishing the 
real, not merely formal, 
econ<?:m.ic ~nd social equality 
of women. Proletarian revo- · 
luti~n is impossible unless 
the working class leads the 
struggle for the democratic 
rights of women. At the 
same time the struggle for 
the democratic rights of . 
"-'Omen cannot be ·separated 
from the struggle _of the 
working class for the- con­
quest of political ·power and 

- the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 

I 
We must take concrete 

steps .to overcome the in­
equality of women's partici­
pation in politics. As Len-

in says you cannot. draw the 
masses into politics without 
drawing women in~o politics 
as well. The experience of 
all liberation moveme.;:its 
shows <;hat the success of 
a revolution depends on the 
extent: tc which women take 
p.'l.rt in it. 

2.4 Ideologically we must 
wage an uncompromising strug­
gle against all forms of male 
chauvinism • . Our communist 
work on the woman question 
involves widespread educa­
tional work among men to eli­
minate every trace of the 
conduct and mentality of male 
supremacy. We must fight all 
manifestations of oppression 
in bourgeois society which 
promotes women's lack of in­
terest in politics or which 
stifle the political initia­
tive and activity of women. 
'Ne must also fight against 
any narrowness on this ques­
tion such as that represented 
by the various feminist 
trends. · 

2.5 Organizationally, as 
COmnt\lnistswe take the jack­
hammer of criticism-self . 
criticism to smash all forms 
of male chauvinism or female 
slavishness and passivity 
within our ranks. It is the 
duty of every comrade, male 
and female, to actively re­
pudiate all· liheralism con­
cerning the oppression of 
women • . Within our organiza­
tion women must be brought 
forward as leaders of the 
organization's work in all 
spheres. We totally reject 
._anv vestige of male suprem-

~cy which ignores or disre- · 
gards the revolutionary ex­
perience and ability of com­
munist women and fails to 
promote them to positions of 
responsibility based on pro­
ven capability. We also re­
cognize that male supremacy 
.and domestic slavery of wo­
men are the primary source 
of uneveness between men and 
women comrades and therefore 
insist on the need to take 
concrete steps to promote 
the ideological, political 
and organizational training 
of women. The key to women's 
full participation in prole­
tarian revolution, the path 
to the emancipation of women, 
is our ability to move for­
ward aggressively to arm wo­
men with Marxism-Leninism. 

III. THE PROLETARIAN FAMILY 
- AND PROLETARIAN MORALITY 

3.1 We stand for stable 
monogamous proletarian mar­
riages, whether officially 
sanctioned or not, based on 
mutual aquaintance, free and 
frank consent, and sincere 
proletarian love between man 
and woman. Al though bo~r- . 
geois sodiety hypocritically 
proclaims marriage based on 
individual sex love, freedom 
of choice and mutual affec­
tion, these remain unrealiz­
able in the monogamous family 
based on private property, 
male supremacy and the domes­
tic slavery of women. In 
bourgeois society freedom of 
marriage and individual sex 
love based on mutual affec­
tion can become the rule only 
among the oppress~ cla$ses 

STUDY GUIDE FOR RESOLUTION 
I • • 

The p·roduction-·of ·a -·surplus 
product created a -revolution 
which overthrew all this. 
How did this occur? The 
domestication of cattle, she­
ep, etc. was decisive WQ, p. 
14) Domesticated herds incre­
ased faster than the iribe and 
this meant that extra labor 
power could be supported and 
used. Domes.tication therefore 
brought with it slavery . But 
who did the cattle and slaves 
belong to? By the primitive 
division of labor they were 
outside the household and 
therefore belonged to men. 
The division of labor ·did not 
change, but because of the 
production of a surplus pro­
duct the new social relations 
which came into being on the 
basis of the old division of 
labor profoundly altered the 
social structure. 

As the primary means cf 
production the herds were not 
socializ.ed and in the end not 
controllable by_ the com."l\une. 
Appropriation became' private, 
destroying the primitive com­
mune, and the individual pri­
vate household became the bas­
ic economic . unit of society_. 

· The comm.on household of the 
the co11U11une based on common 
property was sup planted by 
the private household based 
on private property and woman 
woman's public or social role 
in the former reduced to pet­
ty domestic servitude in the 
latter. 

In addition, in order to 
pass on wealth (inheritance 
is obviously a way of incre­
asing the donor's power dur­
ing his life -- and where it 
pass~s. wi~in the , family a 
~ay of increasingLthe ·power 

of the family now), men had 
to have childr~of undisput­
ed paternity . Mother right -­
the reckoning of kinship ac­
cording to the maternal line 
was overthrown and strict 
monogamy for women enforced 
replacing, for women, every' 
vestige of the sexual freedom 
of the earlier primitive 
group. 

The first paragraph of 
th~ Resolution shows how 
private property determined a . 
family system based on the 
exclusion of women from 
social production, their re­
~triction to the petty domest­
ic· slavery of the private 
household economy as the 
basic econo1?ic ':llli t of so_ciety 
and the subJection of women 
to men. 

The second paragraph shows 
how the narrow economic role 
to which woman is confined 
in this family system based 
on private property affects 
woman's entry into the work­
f~rce under .capitalism. 

_Working women are subject 
above all to the class oppres­
sion of all workers. In 
addition they are subject to 
the oppression of the family 
system based on private 
property -- domestic slavery 
and male supremacy remain 
wherever there is private own­
ership of the means of prod­
uction. This additional 
oppression determines the 
special vulnurability of 
women to exploitation and 
oppression within the work­
force, ie. t;}leir superexploit·-

. ation in terms of available 
jobs, working conditions, 
wages, etc. 

section 2~--Tfie Emancipa~ 
tion of Women. Engels says 
that the full and equal part­
icipation of women in social 
production i~ the first pre­
mise of emancipation. This 
deals a mart.al blow to the 
foundations of classical mon­
ogamy: 1) male ·supremacy and 
2) domestic servitude, both 
of which become untenable. 
Genuinely full and equal part- ' 
icipation , however, demands 
that the petty individual 
household economy be trans­
f ormed into a largescale soc­
ialist one. (WQ, pp. 39-40 )_ . 

The demand for the absolute 
social equality of women in 
2.3 is fundamental. Lenin 
emphasizes this throughout 
the collection THE EMANCIP­
ATION QF WOMEN -- e.g. pp. 
21,45, 46, 59, 62, 63, 69, 
78, 80, 81, 83, 88, etc.-
But Lenin constantly empha­
sizes also that formal .equal­
ity before the law is not 
.rea.l equality. The best dem­
'ocracy cannot establish · 
·the real social equality ol 
women . under 9apitalisn. · 
because "wherever there is 
private property ••. men 
retain their privileges." 
(EW, p. 6.7) • The emancipa- . 
tion of women is a part of 
the bourgeois democratic rev­
olution (EW, p. 88) but the 
more democratic the govern-. 
ment, the more clearly work­
ers will see the inadequacy 
of democracy ("democracy ••• 
is not enough for us!" EW,p. 
81) and the more clearly 

· see their rights. 'The bourg­
eoisie cannot accomplish the 
real economic and social eq­
uality of women: "no matter 
how much democracy there is 
under capitalism, the woman 
·remains a domestic slave ... " 
(cf EW, pp. 73, 85, etc.) 

Lenin emphasizes the· prac­
tical importance of drawing 
women into politics through­
out the text, and especially 
in the whole interview ~ith 
zetkin (e.g. EW pp. 83, ~o, · 
60 , 111, etc.) 

Section 3. The Proletarian 
Family and Proletarian Moral­
i .ty. On the propositions of 
section 3 the writings of 
Enver Hoxha are very good as 
well as those of Lenin -­
particularly again the Zetkin 
interview and also some of 
his letters to Innessa Armand, 
EW pp. 36-41. But the moral 
views of Hoxha .and Lenin 
clearly rest on Engels work. 
Individual sex love comes 
irito being outside marriage 
under feudalism (marriage 
being a question of land and 
political power). Among the 
bourgeoisie marriages are sup­
posed to be based on indiv­
idual sex love but this is 
idealism or hypo~risy since 
in bourgeois society love is 
undermined and corrupted by 
private property, male sup­
remacy and the ·domestic serv­
itude of women. Love is 
possible among the oppressed 
classes because the oppressed 
are propertyless and the 
foundations of the classical 
monogamous family are lacking, 
but this cannot occur without 
an unrelenting struggle 
against every vestige of male 
supremacy. 

The principle of the Chin­
ese Communis't Party's People's 
Liberation Army sums up the 
essence of that struggle: 
Don't take liberties with wo­
men. Lenin's statement that 
promiscuity is bourgeois come 
comes from the Zetkin inter­
view. -Cla~sical' m'!~~gamy wa~ 

because all the foundations 
of the monogamous family 
ba.sed on private property 
are removed. But' th~s .can 
happen only where there is a 
constant and militant strug·· 
gie against every form of 
male chauvinsim, a sharing 
of domestic chores and a 
struggle for the Jull ~nd 
equal participation of wo~en 
in social production. 

3.2 We defend a proletar­
ian relationship between a 
man and a woman which is free 
from material considerations· 
and . free from religious and 

·,so~iai 'prejudice. We do .not 

••• r ~-

defene freedom from the re­
spo_nsibili ties of ·marriag~ . 
and childbearing and oppose 
every form of bourgeois li­
centiousness which sees in 
sex relations only the search 
for a bedmate to satisfy 
one's sexual desires.· These 
views are the product of the 
loveless monogamous family 
based on private property 
which has always carried with 
with it prostitution and . 
adultry, enforcing strict 
monogamy for the "-'Omen but 
assuming polygamy a~d sexual 
fr~edom for the man. It is 
the slaveowner's mentality 
toward women derived ·from the 
the monogamous family based 
on private property that re­
duces women to sex objects 
and also promotes other de- · 
generate forms of sexual ex­
pression such as homosexual­
ity. We adopt the stanctard 
of the People's Liberation 
Anny of China: "Don't take 
liberties with women." As 
Lenin said, "Promiscuity in 

always monogamy for the woman 
only. Men continued the 
sexual freedom derived from 
the primitive horde. Treat- ­
ing women like sex objects 
derives from man's view of 
marriage based on private 
property: marriage· is love­
less, woman being an instru­
ment to produce heirs and a 
domestic slave; female slaves 
taken by the male are so 
many sexual possessions. Or 
if there is not full slavery 
there is wage slavery -- pro­
stitution. It is essential 
to recognize that the greater 
degree of instability in sex­
ual relations manifested by 
men is directly derived 
from the hypocrisy of. the 
classical monog·amous marriage 
and the slaveowner's mentali­
ty towards women that is bas­
ed on it. Engels points out 
that sexual love is by nature 
exclusive. Freed from prop­
erty considerations , individ­
ual inclination, mutual affec­
tion, interests, comradely 
collaboration, etc. will be 
decisive in creating stable 
proletarian relationships 
between men and women. 

Section 3.3 stresses the 
importance of paying much 
more attention to contr.adic­
tions in the family -- much 

. more practical attention. 
These contradictions are the 
responsibility of the whole · 
organization. We must aggres­
sively move forward to over­
come the backwardness of eith­
er the man or woman in the 
couple, and especially .. of. ' 
women, because the lack of 
interest in politics on the 

·part of women is historically 
'conditioned, a manifestation 
of the oppression of women, of 
the restriction of women to 
the petty and narrow domestic 
tasks of the individual house­
hold and of male supremacy. 
Fail~re to do so means the 
failure to draw women into 
pcli tics and without the 
support of the masses of wo-

sexual matters is bourgeois." 
Sexual license is a barrier 

.to the emancipation of women 
;and. debases both men and 
wo~en. It is a sign of de­
generacy and a waste uf the 
~oncentration and energy 
essential to the class strug­
gle of the proletariat. 

3.3 Unless properly handled 
- handled, contradictions with-

in the working family--con­
·tradictions between a man and 
a woman and between parents 

· and children--will inevitably 
stifle the revolutionary 
drive of both men and women · 
and will powe~fully contri­
bute to the political back­
wardness and passivity of ' 
women. Among the proletariat 
and oppressed masses these · ~ 

contradictions are contradic­
tions among the people and 
must be handled through demo­
cratic methods of discussion, 
persuasion, education and 
criticism-self. criticism .• 
Failure to handle such contra­
dictions correctly will give 
rise to increased· oppression, 
retard . the _emancipation of 
women and promote degenerate 
views and activity on the 
relations. of the sexes. This· 
can only retard the work of 
a communist organization and 
the revolutionary progress of 
the masses, Therefore con­
tradictions within the family 
are the responsibility of the 
whole organization. If · 
handled correctly they will 
promote the political con­
sciousness and revolutionary 
initiative of every family 
member, making the_ family a 
mighty unit o·f struggle on 
the path of proletarian 
revolution. 

me~1 WC:! will not clro.w cile 
~,asses as a whole ir,to ·polit- .. 
ics (Lenin). .'l'his .is also. · .. -. 
true of contradictions· betwe~n 
paren.ts and children. Since 
t he pximary responsibility for 
the fan,i ly has · t raditionally 
fallen to women, if we c!.o not 
take up the practical problems 
which confront proletarian 
and revolutionary fan~:ies 
these problems act as a bar­
rier to the full partic~pation 
of women in politics. ln all 
this our lack of attention · 
leads to loosing potential 
comrades and stifling the 
initiat ive of ·comrades since 
they are torn by their ·polit­
ical and family obl~gati~s. 

l'i'e can trans-form that contrad­
iction into a driving force 
of t..~e revolution by making 
the family a unit of ~truggle 
cf Lenin, EW, p. 29, attack­
ing the ' zero population growth 
~orons. Generally on this 
point the Chinese comrades 
emphasize the irr,portance of 
paying cloEe attention to 
the -si:,ecial f,roblems of 
warren, recognizing in tha 
proper solution to these prob­
lems a powerful stimulus to 
the cevolutionary initiative 
a."ld ·e.:nthusiasm of women. 
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 
and justifying the oppression 
of children. We aren't 
talking about petty-bour­
geois counter-cult~re trips 
where we get three year olds 
to yell pig at cops passing 
by. No, we· mean that *e ap­
ply the science of Marxism­
Leninism to the everyday ex­
periences of our . children to 
show them our view on the 
questions facing them. We 
use the science to help them 
to work through the pro­
blems' they face. 

For example, several 
children of people we work 
with w_ere fighting a lot when 
together. Their parents and 
other adult friends arranged 
a criticism-self criticism 
session for the children, 
who are of grad¢ school age. 
In this session, and in other 
individual discussions .. the 
chiTaren are learning to take 
criticism and to do self­
criticism, analysing the 
source of their a ~tions and 
trying to work out plans for 
improvement in the future. 
This is one aspect of our 
children learning collective 
behaviour and learning to 
overcome the individualism 
they are taught in, school 
and elsewhere. . 

As another modest but real 
example, the daughter of an 
advanced worker, along with 
three other girls had joined 
a grade school athletic team. 
They immediately faced a Jot 
of male chauvinist harass­
ment from the teacher and 
some boys on the team. Al-' 
though the ~irls would fight 
back as indi;viduals, they 
faced a superior force .. The 

.worker expla'ined to the daugh­
ter that she· should organize 
the others to all confr.ont 
any further harassment from 
the boys or the male teacher. 
The girls did organize . and 
at least temporarily halted 
the harassment. For the 
daughter.' o_f .the worker;, she 
learned through discus:sion and 
struggle about the need to 
organize the unity necessary 
to overcome the special op­
pression of women; 

Some people might argue 
that this was no great victory­
·for the proletar.iat, but 
it is one eiample of the real 
world of ourc parents and 
. children. Moreover, in · our 

present state o·f am~ urish -
ness and fraqmentation it is 
a . step forwar<f. It cannot 
be dismissed anymore than the 
day-to-day struggles against 
harassment in a plant. 
Our movement is still plagued 
by the narrow notion that 
workers' struggles occur only 
in plants. Our political 
work with children will not 
only help transform· their 
world view, but also broaden 
our own view of the ~omplexi­
tie~ of class struggle in the 
every day lives of working 
people. 

2.CHILDCARE 

We have found that the sec­
~nd aspect of this question is 
the responsibilities of child­
care. ·The commit tmen t of 
politically ' advanced forces 
to party-building means a very 
full week, not just an occas­
ional evening now and then. 

Parents, especially single 
parents, need help with child­
care if they are to study and 
do their other political work. 
Moreover, because parents are 
not ab le to spend as much time 
with their children,childcare 
must be an all-sided, respons­
ibility, not only babys~ttinq. 
We have tried to take up this 
responsibility not only to 
help our comrades, but also 
because as communists we 
share responsibility for all 
children. . 

Because of the woman's role 
in household production, she 
bears primary responsibility 
for childrearing. We all know 
that all too · often !the woman.in 
·the family is left to deal with 
the problems of the children. 
As a result, women are held 
back the most by the contradic~ 
ions between parents and child­
ren. We need to struggle with 
families to see that the re­
sponsibilities of childrearing 
are shared. 

OPPORTUNISM LIQUIDATES STRUGGLE 

We know that some communists 
do not engage in such struggle 
against manifestations of male 
cha'tlvinism when they occur 
within working class famiiies. 
They often don't because they 
have idealized the proletarian 
family as it exists today. It 
is an err9r to assume that the 

proletariat has spontaneously 
been able to combat subjective 
and objective ,conditions within 
bourgeois society and establish 
families based on mutual love 
and respect and free of in­
equality.' Marxist-Leninists 
know that class consciousness 
does ~ot d~velop spontaneously. 
We unite with WC's presentation 
of the question in their Reso­
lutions .on the Woman Question: 
"In bourgeois society freedom 
of marriage and individual sex 
love based on mutual affection 
can become the rule only among 
the oppressed classes because 
all the foundations of the mono 
gam6us family based on private 
property are removed. But this 
can only happen where there is 
a constant and militant strug~. 
gle against every form o{ male 
chauvinism, a sharing of do­
mestic chores and a struggle 
for the full and equal partici­
pation of women in social prod­
uction." (see section 3.1) 

To pretend that the .prole­
tarian family already spontan­
eously exists and not to take 
up the struggle against mani­
festations of male chauvinism 
within working class families 
is opportunism. It is the 
liquidation of an important 
aspect of the Woman Question 
and proletarian revolution. 
Is is the ~iquidation of the 
struggle necessary to make 
proletarian relqtionships a 
reality. 

TAKE UP THE STRUGGLE 

We certainly recognize that 
·oul'.' present level of _organi­
zation limito us in our abil­
ity to carry out the correct 
line orr problems that confront 
parents and childrenijust as 
it limits our ability to carry· 
().1:1_t all .. our work. Only with 
a party can we take up a'i1;' 
these questions effectively 
and in a mass way. Party 
building is our central task 
and th~t points to definite 
tactical tasks that we must 
con,eentrate on and priorities 
we must set. But we cannot 
neglect children in the fam­
ilies of the advanced forces 
who are building the party. 
We must achieve some division 
of labor within our organiza­
tion and collectives for this 
work. 

The kinds_ of problems we 

face when w'e-J neglect our child­
ren always come back to hold 
back our other work. Small 
contradictions become crises 
and parents then have to stop 
political work and take the 
time to deal with a more ser­
ious situation. Or, as in the 
case of the son of the CPUSA 
cadre discussed above, the 
children may come to resent 
our politics and turn the_ir 
backs on communism, stifling 
their own political . develop~ 
ment. We can afford none of 
this. 

CLASS QUESTION OF YOUTH 

Our policies towards polit­
ical work with the children of 
the advanced should not be an 
attempt to create an alterna­
tive culture for "our" child­
ren alone. Rather the quest­
ion of youth is a class quest­
ion. In this pre-party period 
when we focus on winning the 
' advanced of the whole working 
class,- we are taking up a part­
icular practical part .of the 
whole question of youth--our 
work with the children of ad­
vanced forces. 

But in this work we must 
broaden our view and develop 
our line on all the questions 
facing youth. It is only by 
applying Marxism-Leninism to 
the particular struggles they 
face ·that we demonstrate the 
power of M-L and begin to win 
them to our cause. " Thus we 
need to discuss in our commun~ 
ist press our views on the 
various aspects of family life 
the divisions of age, bour­
geois education, the so-called 
"youth culture". 

In conclusion, we encourage 
all comrades and advanced · 
workers to defeat the tend-
ency to leave t n e contradi~t­
ions between _parents and child 
ren to the individual family. 
Defeat spontaneity! Develop 
our communist line and method 
of work in all the q uestions 
that face us in our struggle­
to build the vanguard party ---::;,.. 
of the working class! Use 
THE COMMUNIST to weld our 
unity! 

The heroic youth of our country have been and 
remain an active force of the revolution and a loyal aux- . 
iliary of the Party. The 35-year experience of the Party 
shows that when the inexhaustible revolutionary energies 
of the yoµth are merged with the energies of the working 
dass and the other working masses, under the lead-

EXCERPTS ON WOMEN AND YO!JTH FROM "REPORT" 
SUBMITTED TO THE 7TH CONGRESS OF THE PARTY 
OF IJ\,BOUR OF ALBANIA" BY ENVER HOXHA 

The correct Marxist-Leninist policy of the Party has 
led to that true, deep-going, and very broad revolution· 
which has taken place in the life of the Albanian woman. 

· Our experience has fully confirmed the necessity of 
linking the problem of the complete emancipation . of the 
woman with the question of national liberation and the 
cause of the proletariat. Without the particip<1tion of the 
woman the socialist revolution cannot be successfully 
carried out, and without the socialist revolution the com­
plete e!'lancipation of the woman cannot be achieved. 

- ership of the proletarian Party, there is no force whfch 
can stop· the triumph of ·the revolution and so­
cialism. 

Our youth are surrounded by the special car.e of the 
:Party and the entire society. Oreat prospects, which gu~ ­
antee their present and future and give a lofty content 
and meaning to their life, have beeri opened to them. The 
Party has ever better fulfilled the cultural and spiritual 
aspirations and various material needs of the youth, it has 
mobilized tp.em ii) revolutionary actions and given them 
the role of ,jctive and important participants in the revolu­
tion and the construction of socialist society. Therefore, 
our youth; too, have always followed the Party en\husias­
tically, optimistically and faithfully, and have gone all out 
to make the homeland flourish and strengthen its de­
fence. 

We see _ an entirely different picture in the bourgeois 
and revisionist countries, where uncertainty for the pres­
ent and fear of the future nags at the youth day in and 
day out. Every second of every hour their minds are 
being poisoned by confusing propaganda, urging them to 
an empty, dissipated life, devoid of ideals, whi~h alienates 
them from .the revolution, which drives them to the road 
of crime and hooliganism, and casts them into anarchism, 
adventurism, utopia and despair. 

Our Party aims to keep the com\Jlunist ideals and he 
healthy revolutionary spirit always alive in the minds and 
hearts of the youth, to educate them to be loyal fighters 
of the Party, ready to dedicate their . energies, talent and 
lives to the construction of socialism and the defence of 
the homeland. Led by the Party, the youth must cease­
lessly develop the spirit of revolutionary initiative and 
action in production and in all fields. They must deepen 

. their irreconcilable stand an\l be constantly on the attack 
against the class enemy, against any influence of the 
b0urgeois and revisionist ideology, liberal and conser­
vative manifestations which inhibit progress. They must 
strengthen their will and perseverance to acquire know­
ledge and culture, become powerful supporters of techni-

. cal and scientific progress. · • 
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Neto I Lluk~i: '"l'he dance of . viciory", 

The energies and abilities of the woman, which lay 
dormant and suppressed in the past, have burst out pow­

. erfully and irresistibly in all fields of our socialist life. 
The Albanian woman has come out into the arena of the 
struggle for socialism full of dignity, and is outstanding 
for her high revolutionary spirit, her. determination and 
patriotism, and distinguishes herself at work and in life. 
Today, she is found · everywhere, in fields and factories, 
in schools apd laboratories. Highly responsible positions 
in the Party and the state have been entrusted to her. 
New _relationships of equality are being established be­
tween husband and wife at work and in the family. The 
emancipation of the woman is strengthening the socialist 
democracy day by day. This bears out Marx's affirma-

, tion. that the level of .emancipation of the woman repre­
·sents . a natural yardstick of general emancipation. 

Our reality refutes all the bourgeois and revisionist 
~theories» on the roads to the emancipation of the woman. 
The attempts of the bourgeoisie in the capitalist countries 
to turn the struggle for the emancipation of the working 
woman against her husband, children and family , are 
.aimed at diverting her. from the revolutionary struggle 
and disrupting the common front of the working class 
and the working people against the real oppressors and 
exploiters. 

In the future, too, the Party wili' consistently fight 
to carry out its program for the complete emancipation 
of the woman. At the same time, on the basis of the 
possibilities ensured by the economic development of the 
country, better material conditions must be . created to 
lighten the woman's burden of household chores s

0

0 as to 
raise the efficiency of her work on the production front 
and her activity in political, social and cultural life to a 
higher level. ' 



ZIMBABWlr1N WOMEN TAKE UP ARMS FOR FR-.-tDOM 
THIRD WORLD WOMEN IN STRUGGLE 

.Also, many others trained to 
be teachers have lost their 
posts when they had to take 
maternity leave. Women with­
out jobs or means to support 
themselves are still forced 
into marriages they do not 
want . 

Because there are no jobs 
for African women in the cit­
ies, they are relegated by the 
regime to rur..£1 a~eas -- the 

women for political reasons. 
They know that as mothers of 
the children we are the first 
teachers of these children. 
Then if we are educated we can 
be aware of the political sit­
uation in the country and we 
wi ll teach -this to our child­
ren who will grow up revolu­
tionary and thus be a politi­
cal threat to Europeans ••• As 
a result they have decided to 

\ 
fighters like Comrade Fungai 
Tichavapedza, that there is · 
no course left open for the 
women and people of Zimbabwe 
other than that ,of CHIMURENGA­
the armed struggle for nation­
al liberation and independencE 
She wrote: "We have seen that 
the racist regime is oppres­
sing us and this is one thing 
that is very ~lear. The re­
gime will never stop oppres­
sing us of its own accord. 

The Third World people 
and countries are the main 
force combatting imperialism, 
social imperialism, all forms 
of colonialism and nee-colon­
ialism and especially the 
hegemonic strivings of the 
two superpowers. All oppres­
sed classes and strata to 
various degrees are taking 
part in this struggle. This 
includes the struggle of 
women . Not only do third 
world women suffer oppression 
and exploitation as members 
of oppressed nations; they 
also suffer special oppres­
sion of women, linked to the 
perpetuation by ·the imperial­
ists and tqeir lackeys of 
feudalism and reaction and 
the complete denial of any 
semblance of democratic 
rights. 

Pamberi Ne Chimurenga 
Forward With The Revolution 

We cannot expect the fascist 
white settlers to wake up one 
day very reasonable indeed 
and say that they are going 
to end this oppression. 
This oppression will only 
stop when political state 
power has been ta~en away -
from the hands of· the boers 
and put into the hands of the 
Africans. This can only be 
done through armed struggle • 

But it is an irresistable 
law of history that oppres­
sion breeds resistance. 
Therefore, throughout the 
third world, women are in the 
forefront of the struggle for 
national liberation and ind­
ependence. And nowhere can 
we find a better example of 
this than in the armed strug­
gle for national liberation. 

Pasi Nevadzvinyiriri ; 
Down With Qppressors 

• • • Only a national strug­
gle led by a true revolution­
ary Party can liberate us. We 
have these two things already­
--CHIMURENGA and ZANU. What 
is left is for each one of 
you to come forward and play 
your historic roles. We are 
already at our posts bµt 
yours is still vacant. ~il l 
you take up the challenge now 
and come forward to perform 
your role?" 

One of the organizations 
which has for years led this 
struggle is the Zimbabwe Afri­
can National Union. A member 
of the Women's Detachment of 
the Army of Zanu has told her 
story and the story of all 
Zimbabwean women in a pamphlet 
published by Zanu. 

Fungai Tichavapedza was 
born into a poor peasant fam­
ily, a victim of the colonial 
Le g ime and of feudalism which 
relegates women t o a virtually ­
complete submission to men. 
As the comrade points out: 

"As elsewhere throughout 
the world, the women of Zim­
babwe are oppressed by two 
great pillars: one is tradi­
tion and the other is colon­
ialism. We have our own griev­
ances apart from the national · 
crimes committed against us , 
by our racist enemy. For us 
there is actually a need for 
liberation." 

However, it is imperialism 

so-called "tribal trust lands~ 
Here on sandy, stony soil, the 
worst l;and of the country; 
women are supposed to support 
themselves. Fungai Tichavaped­
za states: 

which perpetuates the feudal "Actually, for us, the 
and semi-feudal society and Zimbabweans, the rural areas 
its slave-like conditions for have becQme concentration_ 
women. Thus it is impossible centres of forced labor c~mps 
to raise the status of women ior the African women." 
with out linking this :task to They are most often separated 
the liberation of the nation from their husbands who are 
from imperialism and social- forced to work in the city, . 
imperialismr She emphasizes: but at such low wages that 

"We, the women of Zimbabwe they bring nothing from the 
are not the only sector of - city to invest in the rural 
our population that is oppres· areas to improve their famil­
sed. We are oppress~d a~ a , - ies' conditions of life. 
nation. We cannot solve our 
own gr·ievances as women alone • 
No. Our grievances are part 
of the national grievances 
of the six million Zimbabwe-
ans." 

The national and sex op­
pression of the women of ~im-

• babwe is reflected economic­
ally in their exclusio~ from 
all but the lowest paying 
jobs like nannies and house­
keepers. Jobs that_are "op~n" 
to African women l~ke nursing 
have many restrictions and 
women with the necessary qua­
lifications cannot find jobs 
because of the racism of the 
Smith regime~.!!_ _ _fact "the 
Rhodesian racists look for 
nurses from outside the coun­
try to come and fil~ posi­
tions in white hospitals 
while African nurses, fully 
qualified, are unemployed. 

If a woman does manage to 
live with her husband in the · 
city , when he dies the woman 
is immediately forced to go 
back to the rural areas to 
live with relatives, and her 
home is taken from her even 
if she is still working. In 
rural areas, when husbands 
die, widows are forced to pay 
tax and the -acreage of their 
land is reduced. 

Hand in hand with brutal 
economic exploitation and lack 

·.of democratic rights is the 
cultural oppression of the 
women of Zimbabwe by the Smith 
regime. The government tries 
its b~st to prevent the edu­
cation of the masses, and es­
pecially women. The comrade 
explains that the illegal 
white regime in Zimbabwe ha~ 
"discouraged the education of 

deprive us of education. The 
white fascists cannot deny 
this." 

The question of health is 
another example of the brutal 
colonial oppre...ssion of the 
raci·st regime which bears es­
pecially hard on women. Be­
cause wages are too low, prop­
er medical care is not avail­
able. Bab-ies - are delivered at 
home and they receive no med­
ical check ups. Children are 
always ili from the conditions 
and in an open part of the 
country 75% of th_e children · 
die before the a~e of sevei;i: 
·In addition to t is "unoffic-
ial" method of barbarous 
population contro-i ; · the colo­
nialists also push for steri ­
lization- of African women ev­
ery chance they get. 

Because of these inhuman 
conditions ~f oppression, it 
has become quite 9lear to 

ZANU is an organization 
that has acted on : Lenin's 
teaching that "the success 
of a revolut_ion depends on 
how much the women take part 
in it." Women are trained 
on equal terms with men and 
take on the same tasks as 
male comrades. They perform 
the same patrol duties, carry 
the same war material, guard 
bases, fight ambushes and 
missions and cook in turns 
wi~h male comrades. By pay­
ing special attention to the 
ideological, political and 
military development of . __ 
female cadres, ZANU ensures 
that the question of the demo­
cratic rights of women in 
Zimbabwe will not be forgot­
ten in the national revolu­
tion, but be an integral part 
of it. 

ZANU's Political Program 
insists on th_e need for 
special attention to promot­
ing the rights of women and 
children and this is being 
done in areas where the 
people's army operates. 
Comrade Fungai Tichavapedza 
writes: "ZANU is a libera­
tion movement and its re­
sources are very limited, but 
it tries its best to look 
after our welfare, partic­
ularly that of our children 
for these children are the 

-future nation of Zirrbabwe." 

Fungai Tichavapedza is 
only one woman out of mil­
lions. Wherever -there is 
revolution women are in the 
fore.front to create a new 
society free from exploita­
tion and oppress.ion. 

INSCRIPTION ON -A PHOTOGRAPH OF WOMEN MILITIA 

I 

These well-groomed heroines carry five-foot rifles, 

On this parade ground in the first rays of the sun, 
, ' 

Daughters of China have uncommon aspirations, 

Preferring battle-tunics to red. dresses. 

--Mao Tsetung 
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ble figures for white women ­
were 53 and 34% 1 respectively . . 

FIGHT FOR DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS OF 
WOMEN 

Mississippi ·, ' Missouri :~ ada, 
North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
South Carolina and Virginia. 

The ERA is a statement of 
the pri '1Ciple of legal equal­
ity. Lt states that: "Equality 
of rights under the law shall 
not be denied or abridged by 

On the basis of this blatant the United States or by any 
oppression a:nd discrimination, state on a,ccount of sex." The 
more and more -working women first orinciple o.f our support 
are actively taking up strug- is that we stand for the abol­
gles around these condit~ ons. ition of all restrictions on 
It is against these. cpnditions the democratic rights of women 
that we must continue to fight, _ and· for the ·absolute equality 
paying particular and cl_ose of men and women before the 
attention to them in our strug· law. As we pointed out in our 
qle to built a new anti-revis- "Resolution of the Woman Ques­
ionist Communist part~. We have _ tion", the oppression of wome~ 
already ~t~ted . that wi 1=.hout . ~ connected to private prop­
the partiq,pation of women in erty. Because the proletariat 
the political struggles ?f the intends to overthrow privat~ 
US people, we cannot achieve ownership of the means of pro-
our goal of socialis_t revolu:- auction, it alone · can take · 
tion~ We further stated that: leadership of· the struggle 

"It is also necessary to for women's rights. We support 
fight daily for the urgent this reform because through ' it 
demands of women, especially we can more sharply draw out 
working women and to fully what the real source of ineq- · 
draw women into the struggle uality is---=-E°hat it lies in an 
against US imperialism. -These economic system -ba~ed on the 

· urgent demands include: __ private ownership of the means 
complete, free · childcare ; ~wages- of production. 
equal to those of men and an 
end to discrimination on the 
job; safe, free abortions arid 
birth control and ·the aboli-,_ 
tion of all laws preventing 
this . right; paid maternity " 
leave with no loss in seniori­
ty; an end to forced sterili-_ 
zation. These are some, of the 

- major demands which al'low wom­
en to more fully participate · 
in social production and the 
political and economic life of 
the US." (THE COMMUNIST, March 
B, 1976, _p. 4) . 

Many of the gains that have 
been ·fought for and won 
through the struggles of the 
masses - ie, an expansion of 
child-care through federally 
funded day care centers ,.-the 
legalization of abortion, the 
expansion of birth control 
methods and a more careful re- · 
searching of the safety of 
birth control devices - now 
face sharp attack from ·the cap· 
italist class mired in its 
present- crisis. An example is 
the recent Supreme Court de­
cision that permits employers 
to exclude pregnancy benefits 
from workers' , heal th plans. 
(See THE COMMUNIST, Vol.III, 
no. 2) Another is the recent 
bill that was passed by ·the 
Senate that halts payment 
for abortions for women on wel· 
fare except for medical emer­
gencies. These are just two 
examples of many of the direct 
and ·brutal attack by the bour­
geoisie on the rights of work-
ing women, whether employed or 
unempfoyed, and are part of 

- the gene:i;;-al attack .on the work· 
ing class. 

SUPPORT THE ERA 

It is precisely in the face 
of such open attacks that com­
munists must take leadership 
of the fight for wome!)._'._§__ . 
righ ts·~--GuTded by --the princip­
le that proletarian !evolution 

To the opposit ion . raised a­
gainst c.ommunists fi_gh_ting for 
leadership in the struggle for 

. the" ERA because : it is a legal 
reform, we respond: :. 

"A Marxist-Leninist poin,t of 
view is that reforms .~re the 
by-product of the revolution­
ary struggle. This is also . 
true of the ERA. As the revol-
utionary struggle · of ,the . 
world's people intensifies, 
recognition of w9men' s role · 
in revolution and the revolu­
tionary potential of women is 
also heightened. One by-pro· 
duct of this is reforms that 
p~omote the equality of women 
ann ovPrcome some of the soc­
iar an<ipolitical barriers to 
the equality of women. Obvious­
ly the bourgeosie does this in 
an effort to buy off large 
sections of women and dampen 
the struggle. But communists 
take advantage of the revolu­
tionary upsurge to mobilize . 
the democratic struggle of the 
broad masses and promote the 
struggle against imperiaiism 
~nd. political reaction."(THE 
COMMUNIST, Vol.II,no.9,p.3). 

- In providing- leadership to 
the mass struggles of the 
working class, communists must 
consistently raise the long­
term and revolutionary g_oals 
of socialist· revolutio~ and 
proletarian dictatorship. We 
fight tooth-and-nail to- expose 
and drive out from these move­
ments the refdrmists who make 
reforms the end-all of the 
movement ., and never raise the 
question of state power. 
However, in their . attempts to 
reject reformism, some forces 
in our movement also reject 
the struggJe :(or r ,eforms. But 

.through this error they only 
leave · the mass movement in the 
hands of the opportunist and 
reformist leaders. 

is impossible unless the work- For example, opposition to 
ing class leads the struggle the ERA in our movement has 
for the democratic f ights of argued that to struggle for 
women, we t,ake up support for constitutional reforms in the 
the Equal Rights Amendment 
(ERA) and conclude that it is present period of declining 

US imperialism merely serves 
the duty of communists , work- to promote bourgeois illusions 
ers and all progressive forces concerning the state. But as 
to support ,the ERA. The ERA, we pointed out: 
having initially been intro- "Lenin often made clear the · 
duced in 1923 ( 3 years after ____ importance of communists tak­
women won the right to vote!), 
was finally passed in 1972. ing up reforms that would es-
Currently , 35 states have rati- tablish ·1egal' equality between 
fied the amendment. As a con- men and women. In 1916 he pro­
stitutional amendment the ERA posed that the platform of rev­
must be ratified by 38 states olutionaries in Switzerland 
before March 22, 1979. with adopt the following position: 
a few excep'tions, the -ERA has 'Abolition of all restrictions 
not been ratified in the re- _ without exception on the poli­
gion where women make up a tical rights of women compared 
larger percentage of the work to those of men ••• ' ••• and in 
force and the ma'jority of -work- l917, before the October soc­
ers are non-unionized and face ialist Revolution, he proposed 
some of the worst working con- that_the constit1;1tion of ~he 
ditions with the lowest wages- Russ~an, democra~ic .___republic 
the :south. These states · inclu9-E _ e1_1s1;1re equal rights for all 
Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, citizens irrespective of sex, 
F~orida, Georqia, Louisiana,· creed, race or nationality.'" 

'."'I-IE COMMUNIST/Page 8 

The fight for the equal·i ty of 
women under the law will 
spread bourgeois illusions i_f 
reformist leadership of the . 
struggle is unchallenged. 
That is why we~_cannot take up 
H ie fight fqr reforms _'d.iTuhoyj;_ 
taking up also the fight a-
gainst reformist leadership. 
Whe n the petty-bourgeois for­
ces in the ERA movement say, 
"Complete the American revolu­
tion, pass the ERA", · we must 
expose the futility of their 

. claims. To "complete the Amer­
ican revolution" as they mean 
it - which is to establish 
fully the democratic rights 
and social equality for women-· 
can never be accomplished 
while private ownership of the 
means of production remains. 
The bourgeoisie can proclaim 
formal equality, but their 
proclamations are reduced to 
ashes in the face of the real 
household bondage, the very 
real male privileges and the -
inequality in ·fact- that is 
maintained and deepened under 
their rule. · In place of "com;;: 

J of work for w n that kep t 
them locked out of th e more 
skilled and bette r p ayi n g jobs . 
These restricti ve laws a lso 
maintained women a s a res erve 
labor force that the bourgeoi­
sie could bring in or kick out 
of the labor force whene ver it 
suited their ifrterests. 

Today we must fight against 
these artificial restrictions 
and fight for legitimate pro­
tective~ legislation for both 
men and women. At the same 
time we must support special 
measures that are necessary 
for women to parti cipate in 
the workplace on the same lev­
el as men - such a2 paid mat- . 
erni ty --Ye'ave-, - chi Ta. care I paid 
time off for health reasons 
particular to women such as 
menstruation, etc. The ERA 
can be used as a weapon 

_in carrying out common and con· 
sistent propaganda and agita­
tion around these issues. 
Other areas as well, such as 
daycare, credit discrimination , 
financial support for job 
training, rape prevention, so­
cial security and pension ben­
efits, women in the military, 
community property laws, etc. 
are · areas that. would be- affec­
ted . by the ERA. As a general 

~ statewent of principle appli-

p leting~-the - "Xmeri can revo;Iu­
tion" which is a phony appeal 
to -ideals that bourgeois demo­
cracy cari proclaim but not 
carry- out, we call for prole- · 
tarial) revolution. Only the 
leadership of the revolution­
ary proletariat- .can brfng a­
bout · the· -real, not merely for­
mal, economic · and socia·1 equal· 
of women because it alone is 
capable of abolishing the pri­
vate ownership of the means of 
production which is the mater­
ial basis of the oppression of 
women. Reformists never chal­
lenge what lies at the roo~ of 
the real inequality and lack -
of democrati~ rights of women · 
because they do not cal.l into 
question the private ownership 
of the means of production 

· cµble throughout the nation, 
it can be taken to the masses 
in a tmified way and utilized 
by .the p:r:oletariat in its 

and .the state power that de­
fenqs it • .. 

We can proclaim the task 
of proletarian revolution and 
destroy- bourgeois -illusions 
and the influence of reformism 
by waging class struggle a­
gainst the ideology and poli­
tics of the bourgeoisie in the 
arena pf the struggle for the 
democratic rights of women, 
not by abandoning this field 
under the guise that we will 
not touch reforms. 

PROTECTIVE LEGISLATION 

Some forces opp_pse the ERA 
because they - claim it will be 
utilized by the bourgeoisie to 
take away protective legisla­
tion from women and the work• 
ing class as a whole. In rais­
ing this . argument, these for­
ces belittle the fact that the 
arena of the struggle for re..; , , 
forms is an arena of class 
struggle. The bourgeoisie at­
tempts to utilrze reforms to 
attack gains won by the work­
ing class and to stifle and 
weaken the revolutionary strug­
gle of "the proletariat. The 
proletariat, on the other hand, 
resists these at,tempts by the 
bourgeoisie and utilizes re­
forms to develop and b~oaden 
the struggle against the .bourg­
eoisie to better its condi­
tions of life and to over­
throw capitalist rule.. Second­
-ly ,--~s we· hav~ pointed .. out, 
protective legislation for 
women has always had a dual 
character. Special laws re­
garding women's conditions of 
work were the first laws to 
arise that restricted the bour­
geoi~ie's right to set its own 
terms, with individual workers 
·as to the basis of their em­
ployment -- this was a step 
forward and an outcome of the 
struggle of the entire working 
class to better its conditions. 

·But at the same time, artifi­
cial and restrictive ' measures 
were imposed on the conditions 

class _struggle against the 
bourgeoisie. 

The ERA is an important 
part of the gene~al struggle 
for democracy. Lenin states 
that: 

"Capitalism in general, and 
imperialism in particular, 
turn democracy into an illus-
ion - though at the same time 
capitalism engenders democrat-
ic aspirations in the masses, 
creates democratic institu-
tions, aggrevates the antag­
onism between imperialism's 
deniµl of democracy and the 
mass striving for democracy. 
·capi·talisln and imperialism ._ 
can be overthrown only by ec­
onomic revolution. They cannot 
he overthrown by democratic 

, transformations, even the most 
'ideal'. But a proletariat not 
schooled in, the §_!:,r_ugg l e for 
democracy is 'incapable 'of per­
forming an economi·c revolution, 
(emphasis ours-ed.) Lenin's 
Collected Works, Vo1. 23, p. 

-25. 

The struggle of women will 
continue to grow and intensify 
in their fight against oppres­
si.on and discrimination. Iii 
the. process of building and 
consolidating a militant and 
revolutionary communist party, 
communists take leadership of 
the day to day struggles around 
the urgent demands and special 
conditions o:f..working women 
for equality and democratic 

_ rights to prepare socialist 
revolution and the total 
e~ncipation of women. 

S,Ui?P_ORT THE ERA~ . 

STRUGGLE FOR THE COMPLETE 
EMANCIPATION OF. WOMEN! 

FIGHT FOR SOCIALISM!! 
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