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WORKERS AND OPPRESSED PEOPLE OF THE WORLD, UNITE! 

"A Communist should have largeness of mind and he should be 
staunch and active, looking upon the interests of the revolution as 
his very life and subordinating his personal interests to those of 
the revolution; always and everywhere he should adhere to princi
ple and wage a tireless struggle against all incorrect ideas and 
actions, so as to consolidate the collective life of the Party and 
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strengthen the ties between the Party and the masses; he should 
be more cor{cerned about the Party and the masses than about any 
individual and more concerned about the Party and the masses 
than about any individual and more concerned about others than 
about himself. Only thus can be considered a Communist." 

Mao Tsetung 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60690 JULY 17, 1978 

POSTAL 
WORKERS 
THREATEN 

STRIKE 

BAKKE DECISION ATTACKS 
AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

On Wednesday morning , June 
28th, the United States 
Supreme Court , in a 5 to 4 
decision, ruled that Allan 
Bakke be admitted to the 
University of California Med
ical School at Davis. Saying 

1--D-e_m_a_n_d_i_n_g_a __ d_e_c_e_n_t __ c_o_n_t_r_a_c_t-tthat the quota system, which 

and insisting on 'no contract, guaranteed 16 of 100 places i n 
no work', thousands of postal each entering class of the 
workers across the country medical school to oppressed . 
joined in demonstrations on nationalities, violated Bakke's 
July 12. Responding ~o a _ constitutional rights as guar-
call from locals in New York anteed by the 14th amendment, 
and New Jersey , over 3,000 the court stated in Justice 
postal workers ·picketed the Powell's majority opinion, 
United States Postal Service "Preferring members of any one 
(USPS) in Washington, D.C., group for no reason other than 
and thousands more turned out race or ethnic origin is dis
in Los Angeles, New York City, crimination for its own sake. 
the San Francisco Bay Area This the Constitution forbids~ 
and Chicago. With their con- Thus, in one fell swoop, 
tract due t6 expire on July the court gave its constitu-
20 and negotiations still tional stamp of approval to 
going on in was hi rgton, these the bourgeois myth of "reverse 
workers served notice to both discrimination". Despite 
the Postal Service arid the assertions to the contrary, 
union's national leadership the decision is a serious 
hat ~he won't ccept a scl~ attack o affirmati•e ~~ion 

out. programs for women and oppres-
This contract covers sed nationalities not only in 

650,000 workers in three the schools and universities 
unions -- the American Postal but also in employment. 

The court's decision clim
axed a month which should 
leave no doubt that imperial
ist crisis has led to a step
ped up chauvinist offensive 
intensifying domestic oppres
sion and aggravating national 
contradictions in preparation 
for new imperialist war. With 
in four weeks we have seen the 
passage of Proposition 13, the 
defense of the "right" of 

Nazis to march in Chicago by 
the b~urgeois st~te, an~ no~ 
the upholding of "reverse 
discrimination". This offen
sive must be met with increas
~d efforts on our part to unite 
all who can be united against 
the attack on affirmative 
action programs and all other 
democratic rights of women and 
oppressed nationalities. 

We must broaden our outlook 
in building this counter
offensive as part of our inter
national responsibility to 
build the broadest united 
front against sup~rpower 
hegemonism and war prepara
tions. 

With the "derieptive liberal 
gesture of a sly_ slave owner," 
(CI Resolution on the Negro 
Question) the Supreme Court 
and a whole bagfull of reform
ers want us to believe that it 
has upheld the principle of 
affirmative action. 

For Justice Powell, writ
ing the majority opinion, the 
14th amendment which was pas
sed to guarantee the rights of 
Afro-Americans emancipated 
from slavery , is reduced sole-

CONTINUED ON P.n 

Workers Union (APWU), the Nat
ional Association of Letter 
Carriers (NALC) and the Mail 
Handlers Divis ion of the Lab
orers Union. It is the larg
est contract to be negotiated 
this year. Postal workers 
are fighting against efforts 
to cut their wages, against 
the deterior ation of their 
working conditions, against 
layoffs, and against a union 
leadership which refuses to 
lead a struggle in the inter
ests of the rank and file . 

PUBLIC SERVICE CUTBACKS 
REFLECT CRISIS 100,000 MARCH FOR ERA 

What postal workers are 
fighting is no different from 
the fight of other workers. 
Jobs in the public sector do 
not protect workers from imp
erialist crisis. The same 
takeaway strategy that mono
poly capital has been follow
ing in industry is affecting 
government'employees also. 
Decaying capitalism leads 
inevitably to a bloated 
bureaucracy, an expensive war 
machine and the multiplica
tion of persons not employed 
in material production. Cut-
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In the largest mass demon
str~tion in Washinqton DC 
since the Vietnam War· nearly 
100,000 people marched in sup
port of the Equal Rights Amend
ment (ERA) on July 9th. This 
was the . largest women's rights 
rally on record, and involved 
participation of more than 300 
groups from every state of the 
Union . The focus of the march 
was to push Congress to sup
port an extension of the March 
1979 deadline for approving 
the ERA. 

The F.AA was originally in
~roduced in Congress in 1923, 
U1;_·ee years after women got 
the vote, by Dr. Alice Paul, 
a life tiine advocate of suf
frage and women ' s rights . 
The Julv 9th march celebrated 
the first anniversary o~ her 
death. 

The present version of the 
ERA finally passed Congress in 
1972. So far 35 states have 
ratified the ERA, still short 
of the 38 required to make lt 
law. 

SEVE!-1 YEAR EX'I'E~TSION DEMANDF:D 

The current struggle fo
cuses on the proposed Congres-

sional Resolution to extenQ 
the deadline for ratification 
of the amendment for seven 
years. 

Opponents of the ERA say 
that such an extension is un
fair . They view the failure 
of the ER..~ to have won ratifi
cation in three additional 
states as a measure that the 
people don 't want it. 

But the purpose of the ERA 
is to establish full legal e
quality for women . It is not 
a time test or a race. There 
is no tradition or custom est
ablishing the seven year dead
line for ratification. The 
first 18 amendments, includinq 
the Bill of Rights, had no · 
such limit . ~he seven year 
ratification limitation on the 
ERA is not part of the actual 
amendment , but is one of the 
rules Conqress proposed for 
its ~assage by the states. 
Congress is completely within 
its powers to change the time 
pe~iod for ratification and 
extend it. 

WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR ERA 

The de~onstration showed 
that there is widespread sup-

port for both the ERA and the 
extension· of the ratification 
period . And, that this sup
oort is growing. Participa
tion in the march was multi
national as well as incluoing 
both men anr. women. Groups 
representeo included the NA..~CP 
the National Conference of 
Puerto Rican Women, AFS01E, 
the UAW, the AFL-CIO, Local 
1199 of the Hospital Workers 
Union , the Coalition of Labor 
Un ion Women, the Gray Panthers 
Girl Scouts , Planned Parent
hood, · numerous religious 
groups as well as students 
from many colleges and univer
si"ties. 

With such massive involve
ment representing a wide spec
trum· of the American people 
willing to march in defense of 
the rights of women to full 
democratic equ~lity, why does 
the ERA anpear to be in danger 
of defeat? 

REFORMISM LIMITS STRUGGLE 

~he answer lies in the bour
geois reformism that charact
erizes the leadershio of the 
ERA movement. ~his ~eformism 

CONTINUED ON P.2 
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RESISTANCE TO 
PROP 13 GROWS 

In the previous issue of 
The Communist we exposed the 
phoney character of the so
called tax revolt in Califor
nia. We showed that the 
essence of Proposition 13 was 
not tax relief but an attack 
on public services for wor king 
people and especially a chauv
inist attack on the gains made 
by national minorities in re
cent years in their struggles 
for equality of jobs and 
services. 

Since the passage of Propo
sition 13 on June 6th, the 
bourgeoisie, through the press 
and their political spokesmen, 
have demagogically played up 
the phoney tax revolt, spread
ing this movement across the 
country. 

Yet in California layoffs 
and cut backs in social 
services are becoming a real
ity. The real revolt, the 
revolt against Proposition 13 
is growing. 

For example: 
- On June 16th, 150 students 

walked out of the East Los 
Angeles Skills Center protest
ing threatened cut backs. 
They were joined by ABDC, the 
local MECHA organization, and 
United Against 13. 

- On June 12th, 1,000 Los 
Angeles county employees, in
cluding many county hospital 
workers and patients, marched 
on the County Board of Super
visors to demand no layoffs, 
cut backs, and to protest 
inadequate care for patients. 

- Also on June 12th, public 
school teachers held a rally 
in the East Los Angeles com
munity College football sta
dium. In another action, 
sever al hundred communi~y col
lege teachers gathered at the 
Hyatt Regency ballroom to plan 
how to prevent layoffs. ~nd 
firemen from the L.A. county 
fire department demonstrated 
at the county court house. 

- On June 17th, 125 students 
walked out of Los Angeles' 
Lincoln High School because 

of cut backs in elective pro
grams. On June 25th, 250 
students walked out of this 
same high school. Six days 
later, 500 students from 11 
Los Angeles high schools dem
onstrated outside the school 
administration building 
demanding no cancellation of 
summer school, no cut backs in 
sports facilities, and no lay
offs of teachers. 

- California renters' organ-
·izations are working to qual
ify an initiative for a con
stitutional amendment requir
ing that property tax reduc
tions be passed on to renters. 
In San Diego some tenants are 
circulating a petition demand
ing rent roll backs. Tenants 
of a 54 unit apartment complex 
in Los Angeles have begun a 
rent strike. 

- In San Diego two broad 
based coalitions have taken 
up the struggle against 13. 
County department of education 
employees have protested ·the 
proposition by wearing black 
arm bands to work. 

- In San Francisco city 
workers and r.ommunity groups 
lead by SEIU local 400 packed 
the Board of Supervisors meet
ing while hundreds more out
side joined them in demanding 
that new tax revenues come 
from taxes on businesses to 
avoid layoffs and cut backs. 
Twenty one thousand signatures 
were presented on a petition 
to a San Francisco city coun
cil meeting demanding no cut 
backs. 

- In San Francisco the people 
came out at midnight to pre
vent the closing of 3 commun
ity emergency health facil
ities. At the Harbor Hospital 
the people blocked doors and 
prevented police from hanging 
closed signs. The staff of 
this hospital have been laid 
off but the people and staff 
are working out ways to keep 
it open. At the Alemany Com
munity Health Center the dem
onstrators won an agreement to 

keep the center open until 
they could have a meeting with 
the mayor. In other health 
care protests, directors, 
staff, and patients of 4 of 
the 5 San Francisco district 
health centers held demonstra
tions to protest threatened 
closure. 

- In San Francisco the MUNI 
· coalition of public t ransport 
workers and supporters held a 
meeting protesting fare 
increases and cut ' backs in 
service. Also in San Francis
co staff workers of the Mis
sion Cultural Center were 
fired or t ransferred in retal 
iation for demonstrating 
against cut backs in the com
munity arts program. 

- In Oakland the Labor and 
Community Coalition had 500 
people at the Alameda County 
Board of Supervisors June 16th 
meeting. Board of Education 
meetings in Oakland have been 
jammed with people protesting 
cut backs in day care centers, 
vocational education, and 
special programs. Also in 
Oakland the regional park 
employees of AFSCME protested 
layoffs and park closings. 

- At the state capital in 
Sacramento 1,.000 people demon
strated June 26th against cut
backs in services to the poor, 
elderly, and disabled. Three 
days later 5,000 state employ
ees booed Governor Brown off 
the speakers platform at a 
Sacramento rally sponsored by 
the California State Employees 
Association to demand pay 
raises. 

If Proposition 13 is to 
benefit the people as its sup
porters claim, why all this 
outrage? Why all this demon
strating? Why are people tak
ing to the streets, to city 
council chambers, to boards of 
supervisors and to boards of 
education? 

CUT BACKS BEGIN 

The fact , is: 
Summer school has been can

celled in Los Angeles and San 
Diego to save money for the 
fall semester. Ten thousand 
Los Angeles summer school em
ployees are being forced to 
take a 2 month unpaid vacation 
Another 10,000 Los Angeles 
school district employees will 

I CH I 
: ~~~:i;~~dw~~:n~:o;:: ~ti;~s-

ERA MAR tern that is t he ba sis for t h e 
domest i c slavery a nd i nequa l-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ity in the workplace f or the ._ ___________________________________ ,. ma sses o f women, the NOW dom-

is particularly reflected in 
the leadership of the National 
Organization of -Women (NOW). 
It was NOW that called for the 
demonstration in Washington 
in an effort to keep the pos
sibility for ratification a
live. But i n a s i miliar ap
proach, as characterized by the 
Houston National Women's Con
ference last November, the 
leadership continues to rely 

ment to emancipate women. The 
support the ERA had i n the 
first 30 months after its pas 
sage by Congress came as a 
response to .the massive mobil
ization of the anti-imperial
ist women's movement. 

MASS MOVEMENT WON GAINS FOR 
WOMEN 

In the late 60's and early 
70's thousands of women went 
to the streets time and time 
again to demand the right of 
abortion, equal pay for equal 
work, equal employment oppor
tunities, adequate child care 
facilities, decent health care 
and other basic democratic 
rights. Women were politically 
active as they had not been 
for years, playing a full ro le 
i n the anti- i mperialist move
ment to end the war in Vietnam 
and the movements of oppressed 
nationalities. The effect of 
the women's liberation move
ment has been felt throughout 
society as women moved to or
ganize on their jobs and in 
their communities . 

on the Democratic Party and 
President Carter for achi eve
ment of their goals. Featured 
participants in the demonstra
tion were various administra
tion officials. And the atten
tion of the crowd was focused 
on a message from President 
Carter delivered by his spe
cial assistant for Women's Af
fairs, Margaret Costanza. 
"There is no time limit on hu
man rights", Carter's message 
read. But this mouthpiece fo r 
the bourgeoisie in no way ad - _ 
dressed how the Congress could 
actually be forced to pass the 
extension. 

March leaders called on 
participants to stay in Wash
ington until they had firm 
commitments from every member 
of Congress. This tactic was 
based on appealing solely to 
the bourgeois political frame
work. It is this reliance on 
bourgeois politicians that has 
failed over the past three 
years to win ratification of 
the ERA . 

NOW's basic error is to 
rely on the bourgeois ,govern-

~ in the past five years 
I the-;~ti-imperialist character 

of the women's movement has 
declined as bourgeois refor
mists gained leadership of it. 
And the bourgeois reformist 
forces like the leadership in 
NOW have attempted to· use 
the force organized by the wo
men's movement as a foundation 
for their own personal advan
cement_ into bourgeois poli
tics. Where_ early_d emonstra-

i na ted women's movement ha s 
confined the s trugg le to t he 
l i mita tions o f bourgeoi s l e 
gality . Although the tact i cs 
o f rely ing p rimari ly on let
ter writing and pressur i ng 
Congress h av e fai led to achi 
eve the desired results i n the 
pas t , Eleanor Smeal, c ur r e n t 
president o f NOW continues to 
appeal to wome n to r e l y on 
these re f ormis t tactics. 

BUILD PROLETARIAN LEADERSHIP 

In spite of this reformist 
leadership, o ver and over 
again we see the militant evi 
dence of the d e s i re and co~
mitment of the masses of women 
to continue their fight for 
equality and freedom. Commu
nists must fight for the lead
ership of this movem~nt for,as 
Lenin pointed out, the prole
tariat cannot achieve complete 
liberty until it has won com
plete liberty for women. The 

.struggle for legal equality is 
not enough for the complete 
emancipation of women, but it 
is an important ' part of that 
struggle. In fact it is in 
the struggle to achieve legal 
equality that the true nature 
of women's oppression becomes 
absolutely clear. 

As the July 9th march 
showed, however, the struggle 
for leadership of the women's 
movement is a struggle to over
come the hegemony of the re
formists and reformism. 

There is no · way that this 

go on a 10 month. work year 
with a corresponding reduction 
i n pay. Two hundred seventy 
thousand students normally 
attend Los Angeles summer 
school. The cancellations 
will create hardships for 
them, especially seniors who 
need a course to graduate. 

As of June 28th, 2,148 Cal
ifornia publ i c employees have 
been laid o f f. Santa Barbara 
County has laid off 200 county 
workers and shut down its 
county hospital to all but 
outpatient care. Los Angeles 
County General Hospital is 
threatened with a loss of 
1,000 beds and the laying off 
of 78% of its staff . 

A senior California legis- ~ 
lator estimates that 75,000 
state employees will lose 
their jobs in the first year 
of proposition 13. 

Despite promises to the 
contrary, landlords have 
raised rents. In San Fernando 
40% of the people surveyed 
reported rent increases since 
proposition 13. 

Governor Brown has vetoed 
a 2.5% pay raise for state 
employees. He has frozen 
employees' salaries which 
means an actual wage cut. He 
has frozen · new hiring. In the 
face of layoffs he has cajoled 
state employees to speed up, 
to "maintain essential 
services." 

He has also vetoed a 2.5% 
cost of living increase for 
aid to families with dependent 
children. He has cut back on 
programs for the elderly and · 
handicapped. He has cut a 
migrant child care program 
from $2 million to $1 million. 
He has cut $8.3 million from 
county hospital outpatient and 
community treatment centers. 
He has cut capital outlays for 
beaches and parks. 

Everywhere programs for 
youth and services for the 
poor, the elderly, and the 
handicapped are being reduced 
or eliminated as local govern- 
rnents cut back their budgets 
by 10% to 20%. San Diego has 
cut its city budget by $24 
million. Los Angeles has pro
posed increasing water rates 
by 50%, and other municipal
ities are considering 
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s trugg le c a n be waged from the 
outside. Our r esponsibility 
t o t he women' s movement i s t o 
go i nto t he mass organ izati ons 
and mass act i ons now under the 
s wa y of t he r eformist s and 
f i ght f or i nfl ue nce a nd lead
er shi p. The p rol e t ari a n l i ne 
will defeat re formi st l e ader 
ship o n l y thr ough p r ov ing i ts 
correc t ness i n the d a y - to - day 
struggl e o f t he ma s s org an iza
tions a nd mas s a c tions whe r e 
the masses s t ruggling for wo
men's e qua l i t y a re to be f o und. 

The struggle fo r Marxist
Leninist leadership of the 
mass movement presupposes a 

. struggle to overcome male chau
vinism in our own ranks. We 
must overcome the tendency to 
rele gate the struggle for demo
cratic rights of women to a 
secondary level. 

In order to build on the 
r e volutionary aspirations of 
t he masses o f women and link 
the i r just struggle wi th the 
struggle o f oppressed n a tiona l 
ities a nd the working class, 
communists have to directly 
take up work to sup~ort the ERA 
strugg le, t o fight against 
abortion cutbacks , to expose 
s tate 9 r a ct i c e s of forced ste r
il iza tion, to f ight for e qual 
oppo r tun i t y i n education and 
employment and to bu i ld the 
many other a reas o f s ponta neous 
strugg l e . 

I n this manner the struggle 
of women fo r f ull equality can 
be broade n ed and l i nked with 
the united f ront agai nst im
per i alism . Only such a con
sciousmovement will success
f ul l y bring thousands of women 
aud me n into full pla y in the 
str uggle to change the cond i 
tions in the US and the wqrld , 
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MASSES PROTEST NAZ IS monstrators rushed to the 
front, ready to charge police 
lines, only to realize the fu
tility of such a move. In the 
face of this disorder, the 
Equal Rights Council abandoned 
the counter-demonstration! A 
rally they scheduled for the 
end of the march was neither 
cancelled nor held. 

Over 2000 people gathered 
to oppose the Ju·ly 9th Nazi 
rally in Marquette Park. The 
demonstration .drew a wide 
spectrum of groups reflecting 
the broad character of the 
anti-Nazi opposition. Those 
attending included groups ran
ging from the Zionist Jewish 
Defense League to local church 
groups, community organiza-

- tions, labor unions, t o a num
ber of Marxist-Leninist orga
nizati ons as well as many in
dividuals. 

Chicago Police Department re
port revealed a total of $1 7 5 
thousand spent for security at 
the Nazi rally. 

Such protection, usually 
r eserved only for a president 
or an important fore ~gn digni
tary, provided ample evidence 
of the bourgeois state's in
terest in defending these de
magogues. Placing the state 
apparatus at the service o f 
the Nazis i s part of a broad 
campaign by the bourgeoisie to 
fan national chauvinist senti
ments. Groups like the Frank 
Collin led National Socialist 
Party stand as a grim reminder 
of what the most reacti onary 
section of finance-capital, 
whose interests they repre
sent, will resort to in order 

, to preserve its rule. 
"'- While the br oad character 

On the other hand, only 22 
Nazis and supporters who num
bered less than that qathered 
to stage their much publicized 
rally. Party leader Frank 
Collin and his band spewed 
forth hatred for Jews and 
Blacks, pledging to lead fu
ture marches into Chicago's 
Black neighborhoods. The 
Nazis were barely audible, 
however, due to a defective 
sound system and could hardly 
be seen as they were separate d 
from about 2000 onlookers by a 
wooden barricade and hundreds 
of helmeted police. Jews and 
other anti-Nazi forces met the 
r e a c tionary demagogy of this 
s mall band o f bigots with mi l
itant r esistance. Several 
scuf f l e s bro ke out before and 
a f ter the rally. A tota l of 
68 peo ple were a rrested by the 
plai n clothes police o f fice r s 
who were l i b e ra lly sprinkled 
t h r oughout t he Marque tte Park 
crowd . 

July 9th was t he second 
time in two weeks tha t thou
sands gathered to confro n t 
Nazi rallies. I n each ins
t ance , i t was only the hun
dre ds o f police assigned to 
pr o tec t t h e Na z is that pre
vented the mas s e s f rom s i l en
cing them. At the Marquette 
Park rally, as many as 1000 
riot gear equipp e d police we re 
assigned to pre ve n t c ount er 
deP~onstrators f rom entering 
the park. A recently released 

\ of the anti-Nazi demonstration 1 is a strength, thus far mass 

1 resistance has been undermined 
~by community groups and even 

by communists and so-called 
communi sts. Within the Mar
quette Park community for ex
ample, local landlords as well 
as rel i gious leaders and busi
ness people used leaflets, 
church sermons and the local 
pr ess to urge peopl e to stay 
home and i gnore the Naz i s. 
This line reflected the con
c e rn of these inter es t s f or 
damage to pr i v a te propert y 
that might result f r om an 
ant i -Nazi confronta tion . But 
by not tak i ng a n ac t i v e stand 
a gainst the Na z is and by pla y
i ng up a nt i -Black, an t i -Jewish 
and a n t i -outsid e agitator hys
teria, these " l eaders" provi 
ded tacit encourag eme nt to the 
Nazis. 

A s imila r role wa s p l ayed 
by the numerous groups who had 
p l edge d to protes t in Skokie 
but refused to oppos e t he Na z i 
r al ly i n Marquette Park. The 
bankrupt opportunists were 
typified by the Chicago Con
ference on Religion and Race, 
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increases in garbage, sewage, 
and water as well as local 
sales taxes. 

The cut backs in services 
are affecting national minor
ities and women most severely. 
Because of national and sex 
oppression they bear the brunt 
of layoffs and cut backs in 
social services and state aid. 
Of the 8,300 Los Angeles city 
workers who face layoffs, 62% 

r are national minorities and 
28% are women. The largest 
employer of the predominantly 
Black residents of South
Central Los Angeles is the 
government. 

The reactionary furor 
whipped up by 13 has been a 
means to attack the struggle 
for equality in education. L For example, the state senate 
has approved a constitutional 
amendment to block court 
ordered busing in Los Angeles. 
Supporters of the amendment 

· argued that court ordered 
busing would cost as much as 
$110 million, and how could 
the schools justify spending 
$1,600 a month for a bus 
driver while firing 7,800 

'---- teachers? It is no surprise 
that Jarvis, a co-sponsor of 
proposition 13, has slandered 
publi9 education by calling it 
"one of the biggest mafia 
rackets." 

Proposition 13 was never 
intended to work for the ben
ifit of the people. It is lay
ing off public employ~es, it 
is cutting back on education 
and social services, it is 
shifting the tax burden and 
cost of public s ervices more 

_heavily onto the working class, 
and it is reaping windfall 
profits for the realtors and 
Califor nia businesses . 

BROWN'S EXPERIMENT 

With cut backs and resis
tance both growing, a large 
sector of the bourgeoisie is 

concerned. 
Joseph Mitchell, president of 
Beneficial Standard Corpor
ation, urged businesses to 
hire more help than they need 
this summer because, "We have 
the stage set for additional 
problems which can severely 
impact our communities and 
their economies." The problems 
he has in mind are the kind of 
things that happens when hun
dreds of thousands of state 
employees swell unemployment 
lines, when large numbers of 
poor people are denied state 
aid, and when millions of 
youth idle away the summer 
without jobs, summer school, 
or recreational programs. 

This is the perspective in 
which Brown's use of state 
funds to cushion the blows of 
proposition 13 can be under
stood. Brown is using the 
state's $5.8 billion revenue 
surplus to make up for some of 
the property tax revenues lost 
by local governments. By chan
neling state surplus money to 
local governments whose reven
ues have been drastically 
reduced, the governor can con
trol the rate at which layoffs 
and cut backs occur. Over the 
long run the estimated 300,000 
jobs to be eliminated by 13 
will still be cut, but this 
will be spread over time, in 
an effort to sap the resis
tance of the masses. 

Thus, $72 million from the 
state surplus to Los Angele s 
has forestalled t he lay i ng o f f 
of 8,30Q c t t y _~o rkers . ~ i ke
wi s e the Los Angeles school 

a "coalition of religious or
ganizations" who would have 
marched in Skokie but not in 
Marquette Park, since "there 
was no Jewish community in the 
area." This blantently chau
vinist position seriously com
promised the anti-Nazi strug
gle by giving underhanded sup- · 
port to the anti-Black senti
ment the Nazis were seeking to 
inflame. 

The need for communist lea
dership was no where more evi
dent than within the counter
demonstration. First of all, 
the initiators of the rally, 
the Equal Rights Council, a 
Communist Labor Party led 
group, failed ·to provide lea
dership at the counter-demon
stration site. Chants were 
mainly spontaneous and weak. 
A system of monitors which the 
Zionist Jewish Defense League 
was able to dominate, proved 
to be ineffective. The police 
easily manuevered the march 
into a circular route which 
never got nearer t han three 
block to the park and which 
e nded trapped beneath a .via
duct. A total breakdown of 
discipline in the rank s of the 
marchers occurred. Many de-

district will call back 7,800 
laid off teachers. San Fran
cisco is laying off 200 work
ers instead of the 5,000 
originally planned. In a move 
typical of this tactic, 15 
national minority firemen in 
the Los Angeles area who had 
been hired under an affirma
tive action program were given 
layoff notices, but later were 
called back when state funds 
became available. 

This is the "kind of exper
imentation" that President 
Carter is watching. He stated 
that "The whole nation, . includ· 
ing myself and the Congress 
will be watching very closely 
in the next few months to see 
how California deals with 
it (proposition 13)." What 
Carter wants to know is the 
extent to which Brown will be 
able to stifle popular resis
tance in the face of stepped 
up efforts, represented by 
proposition 13, to force the 
masses of working and oppres
sed people to bear the burden 
of imperialist crisis. 

BUREAUCRATS BLUNT RESISTANCE 

If the bourgeoisie suceeds 
in this "experiment" it will 
be in no small part because of 
powerful assistance from the 
trade union bureaucracy. They 
have been very narrow in their 
opposition to 13 and they have 
not taken up the task of 
opposing its reactionary 
chauvi nist character. 

Before the election, rather 
than mobilize the rank-and
file in opposition and rely on 
the direct a ction of the 
masses to oppose 13, they 
e nco uraged the e lectorate to 
vote f o r proposition 8. This 
was an al t e r n a t i ve property 
tax relie£ mea s u re whiq h wou l d 
have had a milder e f f e c t. 

Some communists played a 
divisive role by tailing bour
geois community groups. Bow
ing to the line that "the com
munity doesn't want v i olence," 
the CPM-L opposed the counter
demonstration. Such a posi
tion reflects a total failur e 
to appreciate the task of 
communists to lead from with
in the mass struggle. 

The crisis which breeds 
Nazis and fascist agents of 
all kinds in service to 
finance-capital cannot be 
expected to subside. The k i nd 
of weaknesses reflected by 
the organization around the 
counter-demonstration must be 
overcome . The failure to take 
up the development of poli
tical work of this nature can 
only lead to disasterous 
consequences in t he future. 
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After the election the 
labor bureaucrats have urged 
teachers and state employees 
to wait and s e e if s t ate sur
plus funds would be forthcom
ing. The California State 
Employees Union, which had 
threatened to call a general 
strike of its 150,000 members 
if a pay freeze was enforced, 
passively waited to talk to 
the government after Brown's 
veto of the raises. 

Imperialism necessarily 
means the abnormal and par
asitic growth of the bureau
cratic state apparatus, the 
costly war machine, and the 
non productive or service sec
tor of the economy. Taxes are 
one means to finance this 
growth. Cut backs in .social 
services are one of the few 
ways to limit it. Both tactics 
are a means to pass the crisis 
of imperialism on to the backs 
of the working and oppressed 

.masses. 
Like the Supreme Court's 

recent Bakke decision, prop
osition 13 reflects the inten
sification of the contradic
tions of imperialism. The 
bourgeois i e has tried to 
use the real outrage of the 
masses of people against the 
tax burden required to finance 
the parasitic capitalist state 
as a weapon to intensify nat
ional and class oppression by 
cutting social services. As we 
said in the previous issue of 
THE COMMUNIST, "The Bakke case 
and Propos i tion 13 are coher
ent pieces of a common reac
tionary front. They dramatize 
our urg e n t need for a broad, 
popular, n a tionwide campaign 
wi th the capacity to_ defend 
the i n ter e sts of the working 
and oppressed masses against 
every a tta c k on our democratic 
rights ·and t o · pus h f o r wa rd the 
s t ruggle for equal rights!' 
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The following is the full text o f 
a statement by Marxist-Leninists of 
Zaire which appeared in the bi - monthly 
edi tion of the -French Marxist-Leninist 
newspaper, L'Humanite Rouge for June 
21, 1978 , The text i s a significant 
application of the theory of the three 
worlds and contains a number of import
ant points. Among them 

- -that support for French assistance 
to Zaire to repulse the Soviet instiga
ted invasion ls a test of whether we 
uphold the unity of the second and 
third world in word only or also in 
deed. This is true even though French 
aid was obviously d e signed to serve its 
own i mper ial i st interests; 

- - that Mobutu's foreign pol icy has 
been favorable in many respects to the 
world wide anti-hegemoniq struggle; 

- - that it is essential in each 
c ountry o r r egi on to identify which of 
the two superpowers is the main enemy 
and f o r t he people o f that country or 
r e g i on to c oncentrate their main blows 
a g ainst i t. In pa rticular , where the 
USSR has maste rminde d an i n va sion to 
serve its own ambitions, to strike out 
at once a t Mobutu, a l l i mpe r i al ism, a nd 
both sup e r powe rs, obj ect ivel y aids 
Russian social imperial ism. 

The translation is by t h e WC(M-L ) . 

-~-------------------------
EXACTLY WHAT DOES THE FNLC (THE 
INVADING KATANGANESE FORCES) REPRESENT? 

The former Katanganese gendarmes 
think like mercenaries, which means 
they sell themselves to whatever imper
ialism is the highest bidder. 

After having slavishly carried out 
the will of Belgian colonialism by de
fending the secessionist state of Katan
ga until its collaµse, ann after having 
brought death and desolation to eastern 
regions of our country in the company 
of the notorious mercenaries Jan Schram 
and Bob Denard, they took refuge in . 
Angola where they sold their services 
to Portuguese coloniali sm. Thus they 
fought the Angolan national liberation 
organizations (FNLA, UNITA , ana the 
MPLA) and savagely repressed the Angol
an people , brothers in the struggle to 
win their ,independence. 

Then they supported the MPLA in 
fighting against the two other organiz
ations. Today, social imperialism is 
the rising imperialism and it effect
ively controls Angola. The Katansanese 
gendarmes have defected to its service 
and it uses them as traitors in order 
to assure its expansion and seizure of 
our country . 

Russian social imperialism arms and 
trains the Katanganese gendarmes: it 
bestows on the m the title of r evolu
tionaries hoping to mystify our people 
and deceive international opinion. 

I n fact , the mask of so-called 
··revolutionaries " and of a so-called 
"liberation front" , which thi~ debris 
of colonialism uses to hiQe behind , 
does find an ·echo among some of our 
people, and do~s succeed in fooling 
them by playing on their just aspira
tions for a better life . 

Moreover, pulling on the strings of 
these puppets, Russian social imperial
ism skillfully exploits certain prob
lems left over f rom colonialism. While 
encouraging the ethnic divisions be 
tween the Luba population on the one 
hand, many of whom have settled in 
South" Shaba and work in the mines, and 
the Lunda population on the other hand , 
it uses the ethnic ties of a large 
number of Mbumba ' s mercenaries in order 
to attract the Lunda young people into 
the ranks of its l ackeys. This ex
plains the relative ~success" of the 
mercenaries in regions inhabitect by the 
Lunda people 

THE RESPONSIBLLITY OF THE USSR AND 
THE CUBANS FOR THIS OFFENSIVE 

Some people think that the presence 
of Russians and Cubans on the battle 
field i s the only proof , the dec i sive 
proof, which can conf irm that t he ag 
gression against our country i s done 
at the instigation of the USSR. In 
fact , the current tactic of the USSR i s 
to move forward while concealing itself 
as much as possible in order to deceive 
i nternational opinion. In our country 
the USS~ has t he be nefit of sever al 
trump cards , notably the existence of 
this debris of colonialism , the Kata ng-· 
anese gendarmes . First it wi ll try to 
manipulate them while remaining in the 
shadows . Late r on, if need b e , it 
will intervene more directly , o nce 
victory is assured under the cover of 
~proletarian internationalism." 

THE TRUE SITUATION IN ZAIRE 
BY ZAIRIAN MAR-XIST-LENINISTS 

It is this dec eit ful charac ter which 
makes Russian social imperi alism even 
more dangerous and whic h calls for 
particular attention. Howe•m r in spite 
o f i ts d i sguise, as i n the infiltration 
of its agects among the population he
fore and during the operations , the 
res ponsibility of the U~SR and the 
Cubans for the current aggression 
aqain s t our countrv is becomi ng more 
and more clear . Both Zairian ana for
e i gn witn e sses c o nfirm the pr esence of 
Cubans and "whites" on the battlefi~ l ri 
secretly commanding t he ex- gend armes . 
f<!here do t h e a ggressors come from? 
From Angola where s ome 30,000 Cuban a nd 
Katanqanese mercenaries are stationed. 

i:t 's worth r emembering that their 
leader , General Mbumba , has be en invit-
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The Katanganese gendarmes aren't 
liberators. Th~y are mercenaries 
who today are in the pay of Rus
ian social-imperialism. (photo -
L'Humanite Rouge) 

ed to .Moscow on two occasions in 
November~December 1975 as part of an 
Angolan delegation, a nct in March-April 
1976 , at the head of his own delegation 
Is it an accident that t he. USSR and the 
pro-Soviet elements give the Katangan
ese forces the ir support even if only 
through demagogic propaganda in their 
newspapers? 

HOW DO THE MARXIST-LENINISTS OF ZAIRE 
EVALUATE THE IN'I'ERVE!lTIO~ OF F~T:,1CE AN') 
BELGIUM? 

We think that in order to success-
f ully resist the Russian social i mper-
ialist enemy, our people must count 
primarily on th_eir own forces and we 
fight for that. We think that to e
fena national inrie~endence and t erri
torial integrity, our people must rely 
above al l on th~ir own forces, and not 
on f oreign forces, even our friends_,.,..._-
At the same time , under present circum
stances, where our country is attacked 
by a very powerful a nd cunning e nemy , 
and where our people must still develop 
their forces, we say that the i nter 
vention of France , whi l e based o n the 
defense of its own interests, is pos
itive to the extent that it ODooses the 
aggressors in t he pay of the USSR and 
therefore tends primarily to defe nd the 
independence of our country . 

3elgium . 
France, Belg ium and Zaire have a 

common enemy -- Russ i an s ocial imperial · 
i ·sm -- which also threatens the nation
a l i ndepend ence of Belgium and France . 
Conseq uentl y, it is a good t h i ng that 
the y mutually suppor t stric t respec t 
for the nationa l sovereiqnty of e ach 
cou ntry at a time when one of t hem i s 
a victim of aggression by their common 
enemy. 

As Zairian Marxist-Leninists, the 
questi on f o r us is whether or not we 
accept not only in wor ds, but also in 
dee ds, the possibility o f an anti
hegemonic union between the second and 
t he thi rd worlds, and whether, there 
fore , we s truggle to build such a 
union. 

We say we a r e i n favor of a very 
l arge anti-hegemoni c un i ted f ront, 
e ncompassin g no t only the countries of 
t he t h i r d wo rld , but a l s o t h e coun tries 
o f the second wor l d and a l l the people 
o f the wor l d . Such a front str ikes 
particularly at t he hegemonic aims of 
the USSR. That is why the USSR a nd its 
reJ isionist and Trotskyite lackeys of 
every hue will do anything to sabotage 
it. Thus in order to put pressure on 
France and to conceal their aggression, 
they have orchestrated a campaign de
nouncing "the colonialist intervention 
of France against Zaire." But no one 
should rely on us to give support to 
this and in that way aid social imper-
ialism. 

As we ' ve already said many times, a ~ 
though we fight against imperialism, i n 
our current situation, it is important 
to single out the t wo superpowers, t~e 
US8.._and the USSR. 

r.- While we s truggle against the two 
superpowers , which together are the 
greatest international exploiters and 
oppressors , t h e greatest forces of ag-
gre ssion and war in o ur time, the com
mon enemies of the people o f the world, 
it is important to identify which of 
the ~ 9 t a.c.ks rn1i:_ countr~. -
- In so doing , far from relying on 
one superpower or any other imperiQlism 

1 to combat another, we only better 

\

unmask the principal enemy of our 
people in order to concentrate our 
blows on it and in order to prepare in 
this way t he decisive liquidation of 
imperialism i n our country. 

In one of hi s major works, LEFT WING 
COMMUNISM, AN INFANTILE DISORDER, Lenin 
wrote: 

"The more powerful enemy can be 
vanquished only by exerting the ut
most effort , and without fail, most 
thorouqhlv, carefully, attentively 
and skillfully using every, even the 
smallest, "rift " among the enemies, 
of every antagonism of interest 
among the bourgeoisie of the vari
ous countries and a mong the variou~ 
groups or types of bourgeoisie 
within the various countries, and 
also by taking advantage of e very, 
even the smallest , opportunity of 
gaining a mass ally , even though 
this ally be temporary , vaci l lating, 
unstable , unre l iable and condition
al . Those who fail to understand 
this , fail to understand even a 
particle of Marxism, or of scienti
fic , modern Socialism in general. 
Those who have not pro~ed by d eeds 
over a fairly considerable period 

While we also appreciate the help of 
Belgium , nevertheless , we regre t the 'i:L,•O}JJ/(ll, 
vacillation, even complacency , among \.)'"" C) 
certain Bel gian circles toward the 

of time, and in fairly varied poli
tical situations , their ability to 
apply thi s truth in practice have 
not yet l ear ned to assist t he revo
lutiona~y c lass in its struggle to 
emanci:·,ate al l toiling huma n ity 

Zairian agents o f social imperialism , 
especially those who are settled in 

The Zairian Army 
counterattacks_ 
(photo -- L ' Hum

a nite Rouge) 

from the exploiters . And this ap
plies equally to the period be -
fore and a f ter the proletar
iat has c onquered political power." 

(p. 67, FLP, Eng . ed . ) 

n ·n D THE MOBUTU REGIME? 

In Zaire today the masses of people, 
who still endure every kind of misery 
and sufferin g , long f or a democratic 
and pro s p e r ous regime . It is t he op
pr e ssion and e xploi tation of imperial
i s m that are t he s ourc e of the s ocial 
~- - tern and t he source of the pre sent 

aati on and which account for the 
deter i orati o n of t he living c onditions 
of the masses. 

For some time the USSR has been 
largely responsible for exacerbati ng 
difficulties in our e c o nomic s itua tion 
and for making t he living c onditions of 
the masses worse. It has c ommi t ted 
such acts as bombing the city of Dilolo 
inciting the Neto clique to cut the 
1 :way to Lobi to by which the mater
.i.o.~s of Shaba and Kasai were shipped; 
and arming and inciting its mercenar
ies who committed economic sabotage, 
pillaged the property of the people and 
committed fascist crimes like those re
cently at Kolwezi. All this is a warn
ing of worse crimes reserved for our 
people by the social imperialists, like 
the horrible crimes and 'holocausts' 
committed by the Hitler fascists at 
Auschwitz, the ghettos of Warsaw, etc. 

Our people long for a democratic and 
prosperous regime. This is a matter 
which concerns only them and can only 
be settled in complete independence, 
free from any foreign interference. 

In spite of concealing its aggres
sion and interven~ion under the cover 
o f "Zaire ' s internal affairs " and at
tempting to make us believe in the 
myth of a popular uprising, in fa.ct the 
current campaign waged by the USSR be
trays its impatience to seize our 
country and subiuqate our people . 

At the present time we have every 
reason to struggle to build our unity 
with Mobutu Sese Seko and to block the 
divisive maneuvers of Russian social 
i mperialism. In this way we fight 
against the da nger to the independence 
of our country and to its territorial 
integrity. 

Bowing to the pressing demands of the 
popular masses of our country and under 
the influence of an international con
j uncture favorable to t h e struggles of 
the peoples of the world , in the recent 
period the Zarian government, directed 
by Sese Seko, has been led to take a 
series of measures tending to serve 
the national interest. We need only 
ci~~ some o f these measures: 

iternally : nationalization of 
schools, foreign trade and customs; 
measures regulating the export of raw 
materials, limiting the export of cur
rency and giving priority t o agricul
ture in the country ' s economy; measures 
to a llow for the cultural expression of 
different nationalities and ethnic 

· groups to come forward . etc. 
Of course, as Marxist-Leninists we 

a1 \ware of the limits and weaknesses 
ot .uany of these measures, and we don ' t 
lose sight of the bitter r oad of strug
gle the popular masses of our country 
mus t take in order to achieve democracy 
and better living conditions. Never
theless , we approve the adoption of 
measures which further the development 
of national independence . 

For example , in the area of foreign 
pc ,y Mobutu Sese Seko and his govern
me have yielded to the pressing 
desire of the popular masses to develop 
understa nding and friendship with other 
peoples : he has established diplomat
ic relations and agreed to contribute 
to the promotion of ties of f rie ndshi p 
and cooperation with the People ' s 
Re public of China, kicked out the rep
resentatives of the Chiang Kai-shek -
c lique in Za ire, recognized t he . 
People ' s Republic of China and sup
ported the proposals of Kim Il Sung for 
the reunifica tion of Korea, recognized 
and s upported the GRUNK a nd t he FUNK 
even before the final v ictory of the 
people of Kampuchea over American imper· 
i alism and its puppe t s , recognized the 

PRG o f South Vietnam, supported t he 
Arab· and Palestinian peoples, recqgn~ 
ized the PLO as th~ representative of 
the latter, broke ties with rsiaeli 
z i on i sm and expelled its diplomatic 

· representatives, experts and tech·· 
nicians from Zaire. He has particiµat
ed in the ca~paign to denounce the two" 
superpowe rs {f or example , the Algerian 
Conference of non-aligned count r i es i n 
1973) , joined the wave of struggle 
of third world countries for a new 
economic order, and joined i n'conso lid
a t ing ties wi th the OAU whose effor t s 
to aid the liberati on s t ruggles i n 
southern Afr i c a he suppor ts . 

In 1975 , d issatisfied with var ious 

policies damaging to Zaire and denounc
ing a plot of US imperial ism , the Zair
ian government of Mobutu Sese Seko ex
pelled the American ambn cisador to Zaire 
and for a time refused to recognize the 
new ambassador . 

Above all, in the current phase of 
the struggle of our people , his oppos
ition to Russian social imperialism is 
a pos i tion which we especially value . 
This position has led him , in conform
ity with the demand of our people, to 
expel the ambassadors of Cuba and East 
Germany whose e mbassies he closed . 
Recently he declared that he was going 
to review our relations with the USSR: 
we demand the expulsion of the ambassa
dor and other members of the Russian 
embassy , a hotbed of KGB spies . 

Against the social imperialist 
enemy , we find ourselves in the same 
trench as Mobutu Sese Se ko and wage the 
same struggle in defense of territorial 
integrity . 

Some people would like for us to 
take Mobutu as our main target at the 
moment when t he USSR and its mercenar
i e s attack. This position objective ly 
amounts to supporting the aggressive 
a ims of the USSR toward our countrv. 

The plan of the Worke r s CQngress (Marxist
Leninist) is to fight for a ne wspaper mod
e l ed on Lenin's ISKRA as t he main link in 
the f i ght to prepare the conditions f or a 
new Colll!r,unist party. While we discuss 
questions from our own definite point of 
view, our co lumns are open to all Marxist
Leninists and revolutionary workers for 
topical exposures, polemics and reports on 
their work. 
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Others want us to attack in all direct
ions at o nce; they push us to fight 
blindly and are unwilling for us to 
concentrate our blo ws and our forces 
against our primary target Russian 
soc ia l i mperialism and its mer cenaries . 

Let· us put the questio n clearly: 
Does o r does no t Mobutu r e sist the 
cur rent aggressio n against our country? 

Doesn ' t his present opposition to 
Russian social imperialism tend to de
fend our nat ional independence? 
Doesn't it correspond to our expecta
tions and to the expectations o f our 
people? 

If the truth is that Mobutu resi s t s 
social imperialism and its mercenaries, 
then that ' s good, in fac t it's even 
v ~ry good! 

WHAT PROSPECTS DO YOU PROPOSE FOR THE 
ZAIRIAN PEOPLE TODAY? 

The USSR will not renounce its 
des i re to dominate our country. Zair e 
i s a tempting p rey for it whic h, once 
uud e r its i nfl uence, would accelerat e 
its pene t rat i on o f Africa a nd a llow it 
t o r eal i ze its objectives : to dominate 
Africa a nd t he res t o f t he world . 
Whatever t he out come of the present 
events , we must unite o ur forces on a 
national s c ale a nd prepa re for prolong
ed resistance . Thi s res i stance will 
only be lasting and effective if we 
mobilize al l of our people, In order 
for this mobilization to become a 
reality , and in the supreme interest 
of our country, our proposals set out 
last year are still valuable . 

1. That the different strata of 
the population , in particular workers, 
peasants, revolutionary intellectuals 
and all other patriots , have the right 
to organize freely as muc h on a pol
itical and trade union basis as on a 
cultural basis, etc. 

2. That the monopoly of a s~ngle 
political party in the social life of 
the country stop. 

3 . That all political prisoners be 
immediately freed except traitors to the 
~ation. Agents of Russian social imper
ialism especially must be uncovered , 
suppressed and fought with energy. 

4 . That the livin g conditions of 
the laboring masses be improved. 

5. As for the standing army, it 
must be reorganized to rid it of 
officers who are traitors , thieves, and 
~orrupted officials , without patriotic 
conscience . They must be r eplaced with 
competent officers having a patriotic 
conscience without regard to ethnic. 
background. The conditions of the ord
inary soldiers as well as of their fam
ilies must be improved; soldiers who 
distinguish themselves by their courage 
and their determination in the struggle 
against the social imperialist enemy and 
their Cuban me rcenaries a nd Katanganese 
gendarmes must be rewarded; the harrass
ment of the civilian population muat 
stop . The army must be educated in the 
spirit of love for the c ountry and the 
people. 

6. That the ties with . the third 
worlo be strengthened and, in partic
ular, the ties of friendship and co
operation with the People ' s Republic 
of China . 
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I ~AK'KE"DEC,SION 
CONTI NUED FROM P .l 

l y to a guarantee of "individ
ual rights". In fact this 
makes it a vehicle to perpet-
uate soc · d i sc · ·nation 
aga inst Afro- America and 
other op~e.s..s..e~..R.~~nalit i e s 

/ and women. The bourgeoisie 
~ takes this 'guarantee o f 

.P i ndividual right s' and say s 
-ff1 .that Bakke, as a white male, 

{

s-' '~Jf-'<' had h is indiv idual r i g hts 
~- .J..., violated because he was not 

~ 'allowed' to compete for 16 
JI o f 100 seats avai lable i n 
~ apply ing for medical school 

¥,l at UC Davis. This defense o f 
~ ind ividual f ormal equality 

$ under the bourg eois law, as 
sumes the r e i s r ea l equality 
under a system of i mperialism . 
I t as sumes that womenand op
pr es sed n a tional i t ies hav e a n 
' equ a l chance' a t the othe r 
84 s eats, or f or that matter 
a t any plac e i n h i g her educa 
t ion , jobs, and other pspects 
o f life . 

But t he bourgeois i e's own 
stati stics prove t ha t ' re 
ver s e d iscrimination ' i s noth-

ing but a myth. The facts are 
that the per centage of oppres
sed nationalit ies i n medical 
school has never been greater 
than 12 % (and i t has been 
falling in the last 2 years) 
even though the overall popu
lation of oppre ssed national
ities is at least twice that 
number . There is one Chicano 
doctor for eve r y 33,000 
Chicanos, on e Black doctor for 
every 5,000 Blacks as compared 
to one white doctor for every 
649 whites. Basically the 
figures are wor se for all oth
e r pro fe ssions. 

In employment, the rate of 
unemployed Afro-Americans is 
more than twice that of white s , 
among Puerto Rica ns it is 
more than three times that o f 
whites. Accor ding to the 
Dept . o f Labor's J u ne statis
tics, 95 % of all jobs given 
out to yo u th were to white 
youth i n t he mon th of June. 
This had the e ffect of drop
ping the rate of une mp loyme nt 
of f icially among whi te youth 

\I FACTORY 
EXPOSURES 
FAC'IORY EXPOSURES is a regular oolumn 
of THE CCl-MJNisr . We encourage all 
v;orkers and Marxist-Leninists to send 
in articles concerning trade union 
struggles, l ocal grievances, health 
and safet y i s sues· and other fo:rms of 
\o.Orkplace abuse . 

THIS ARTICLE WAS SUBMITTED TO 
THE COMMUNI ST AS A FOLLOW- UP 
TO "SCAFFOLD COLLAPSE KI LLS 
51" (THE COMMUN I ST, VOL. IV 
# 12). 

. It was speed-up of work 
procedures at the Willow Is
land power p lant in northern 
Wes t Virgin ia t hat led d i rect
ly t o the de a ths of 51 wor kers 
there on Ap r i l 27. This f i nd
ing , reported i n the May 8 
ed i tion of THE COMMUNI ST, was 
fur t her substantiated by i n 
formation rele ased June 8 by 
the Occupational Safety and 
Heal t h Administration's (OSHA) 
i nvestigat i on team . 

One member of the OSHA in
vestigation team remarked 
"What happened here is that 
they were cutting corners for 
the sake of speed." What must 
be stateq even more bluntly is 
that 51 workmen were murdered 
by the greed of the capital
ists who 0wn Research-CottrelL 

Most mass murderers would 
face the severest penalties of 
law. But not when they are 
the capitalist owners of a 
firm a nd their victims only 
the wor kers they employ. For 
the interests of the capital
ist class dictate the law,and 
speed-up of work is a common 
practice capitalists use to 
further their own inter ests. 

INCREASED PROFITS ... 
AND DANGER 

The scaffolding on which 
the workers stood fell while 
the 29th ring of concrete was 
being poured. The speed-up of 
construction, however, had be
gun much earlier--following 
the pouring of the 11th layer. 
At that time the company, 
Research-Cottrell, began re
ducing the numbe r of bolts 
used to anchor the scaffolding 
and increased the speed at 
which the concrete for the new 
layer was hoisted to the top 
of the tower. Further , the 
concrete i n to which the scaf

-folding was bolted was delib-
erately not tested s o that 
work could continue at a 
f aster r a t e . 

The admi nistrator o f OS HA , 
9 r . Eulah Bingham, stated, 
"We belie v e that if prope r 
tests had been conducted on 
c onc r ete prio.: t o removing 

forms, if t,e sca ffo l d fr ame
work s ystem had been properly 
secured to t he tower and if 
beam s ect ions s upporting t he 
concr e te l i fting s ystem atop 
t he t ower ha d been a nchored 
and maintained to support the 
maximum intended load, t his 
t r a gedy would never h a ve 
occurre d." 

WORKERS' FAMILIES ORGANIZE 

Since the collapse, 34 fa
milies of the dead workmen 
have joined together to form 
the Willow Island Disaster 
Organization to pursue fur
ther investigation of the col
lapse. R.V. Bowser, president 
of this group ·and fa t her of 
one of the workers k i lled, re
sponded to the OSHA report by 
saying, "Nothing in the world 
can compensate us for what we 
have lost. The only thing we 
can ever hope to get out of 
this i s to make sure it never 
happens again. " 

The Disaster Organi zation 
was set up when information 
came out that prior to the 
accident top level OSHA bureau 
crats failed to follow up the 
warning by one of their inves
tigators that unsafe condi
tions existed at the construc
tion site. An investigatio n 
was made only after 51 men 
fell to their deaths. 

Bowser accurately pointed 
out that "In their find-
ings of conditions that ex
isted at the disaster site, 
OSHA has convicted itself. If 
OSHA ha s failed so miserabl y 
in the enforcement of safety 
regulations, can they then be 
trusted to bring out all the 
facts in this disaster?" 

The lack of effectiveness 
of OSHA is no ac9ident. On 
May 7, the day before the OSHA 
team reported and tried to 
excuse its negligent conduct 
on the g r ounds of "lack of 
personnel", the US Ho use of 
Representatives cut $29 
million from OSHA's budget for 
next year. John Slack, a 
Representative from West Vir
ginia , e x plain i ng why he vot ed 
for t he cut back , revea·le d 
that "I get a n awf ul l ot of 
fl a ck from bus iness p e ople 
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from 17 % to 11%, while unem-

1 
p l oymen t among Afro-American 
youth rema i ned at 37%. The 
i nc ome of c ~pressed nationali

- ties is one-half t ha t of 
whites and accor ding to gov-
ernment statistics the gap has 
widened in t he last 10 years . 

This mon th in a national 
study HEW found that the in
f ant mortality rate among op
pressed nationalities is more 
than twice that of whi t es and 
that life expectancy is almost 
10 years less. 

This is just some of the 
reality of life under an imp
erialist system which has been 
built and sustained on the 
bas i s of inequality among 
nations, and betwee n men and 
women. It is this that Powell 
and the rest of the bourgeois
ie wants us to ignore when he 
states, " t he fatal flaw (of 
the Davis affirmative action 
program) is its d i sregard for 
indiv idual rights as guaran
teed by the 14th amendment . " 
This is too much even fo r 
the dissenters on the Court. 
J ustice Marshall sta ted: 
"Today's judgement ignores the 
f a c t that for severa l hundred 
years, Negroes have been dis
criminated ag ainst no t a s 
indivi duals, but rathe r sole l y 
because of the color of their 
ski ns." Justice Blackmun 
added, "It is s omewhat iro n ic 
to have u s s o dee ply dis turbed 
o ver a progr am where r ace is 
a n element o f consc i ousness 
a nd yet t o be aware o f the 
fac t, tha t ins t i tut i ons of 
h igher learn i ng have given 
preferences to t hose possessed 
of athlet ic s kills , to the 
children of alumni , to the 
~ffluent who may bestow t hei r 

largess on the institutions, 
and to those having connec
tions with celebrities, the 
famous and the powerful." 
What a fitting description of 
the equality whi ch exists in 
universities within bourgeois 
society! 

Both Marshall and Blackmun 
spoke to the fact) that there 
is no other way to make up 
for past discriminat i on ex
cept through strict quotas. 
"In order to get beyond racism 
we must first take race into 
account. There is no other 
way. And in order that we 
treat some people equally, 
we must treat them different
ly." 

But Powell and the court 
insist on the illusion of 
affirmative action without 
quotas. 

Instead of quotas, th~y 
want affirmative action pr o.
grams which include · race as 
a factor, but only as one o f 
many . "In such an admissions 
program race or e thnic back
ground may be deemed a 'plus' 
in an applicant's file, yet 
it doesn't insulate the ind i
v idual f rom comparison with 
all other candida tes for the 
a vailable s e ats." Other f ac
tors to b e con s idered a r e 
geographic origin , social 
origin , pro fe s sional, o r 
e x tracurricular a ctiviti es , 
e t c. Race i s a fac t or only 
r e c e n t l y added a s a result o f 
the c ivil right s movement . In 
o the r wor ds, if you a r e a 
musician , a footba l l player , 
from a f arm , o r from Montana 
you wo u l d have a plus f actor, 
as much of a plus fact?r as 
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BAKKE DECISION 
IN THE WORKPLACE 

The US Supreme Court r ecent ly refu s ed t o r eview a nd the r e
by upheld a 1973 consent decree that required AT&T t o hire 
and promote wome n and minorit i es. The bo urgeois media hai l ed 
this dec i s ion a s e v idenc e o f the eve n handed character of its 
r ul e . In NEWSWEEK an article p r oclaimed, "After a week o f 
c onfus ion over t he Supreme Court ' s Bakke decision, i t i s be
coming c l ear that t here wi ll be litt l e bac k tracking o n a f 
fi rma t i ve action." Editorials i n the NEW YORK TIMES, LOS 
ANGELES TIMES a nd other p a pers echo this position. But 
fac t s paint a different picture : 

A l e gal spokesman for AT&T pointed out that this consent 
decree e x pires nex t January. Under the consent decree AT&T 
was forced to make payments of $42 mill ~on to compensate 
victims of past discrimination. The company also agreed to 
establish hiring goa ls for women and minorities i n various 
categor i es on the basis of percentage. This program was 
taken to court in 1975 by three unions - Communications 
Workers, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
and Alliance of Independent Telephone · Unions. The specific 
target of their attack was the "override" provision which 
allowed white males to be passed over for promotion in 
favor of women and minorities with less seniority. In 1977 
the court ruled in favor 0 f the AT&T program and it was this 
decision the Sup~eme Cour t upheld. 

In fact the override provision is already being ruled out 
of the program as a result of the Bakke decision. The AT&T 
spokesman defended taking the heart out of the program by 
pointing out, "The Bakke case leaves some questions open 
about affirmative action programs by private employers." 
Because affirmative action programs established at workplaces 
as a result of consent decrees are not af f ected by the Bakke 
decision directly, the spokesman added, "After that (January) 
we will have to do some more looking at the Bakke case to 
see what impact that has . " 

While the Supreme Court attempted to cloud over their de
nial of affirmative action programs with the AT&T case, it 
is hardly the final word from the court on affirmative 
action. The Weber case, now at the Supreme Court, will have 
a greater impact on affirmative action at the workplace. 
The Weber case raises clearly the issues of national oppres
sion and job discrimination. 

This case involved a Kaiser aluminum plant in Gramercy, 
Louis i ana, where blacks are 46% of the population and yet 
are less than 2% of the skilled workers. At that plant, an 
affirmative action p rogram between Kaiser and the Steelwork
ers Union was established to hire black and white trainees 
alternately. However a federal court found this to be 
illegal "reverse discrimination" under Title VII of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. In the twisted bourgeois logic of 
individual rights , the court found that the only affirmative 
action programs possible would be for individuals who could 
prove they had been discriminated against. Remed i al quotas 
des i gned to overcome centuries of past discrimination were 
illegal , Furthe r the court fou nd that Executive Order 11246, 
which requires companie s doing business with tha gov e r nment 
to hav e affirmat ive action programs, to be a violation of the 
Civil Rig hts Act as we ll. 

Weber i s only one o f many cases now in the courts attack 
ing emplo yment gains f or wome n a nd mi nor ities. Despi te 
bourge o i s attemp t s at decep t i o n the me ssa ge i s clear. 
B~kke r e p rese~ts a green l ight for a tta c k s on af f irmative 
ac t i on not only . in t he schools , bu t i n the workpl a c e s. 

_j 

J 



BAKKE 
if you were an oppressed 
nationalitv! 

The majority opinion as
sumes that universities are 
eager to implement- affirma
tive action programs and that 
university admission depart
ments are eager to assign 
'plus' points to oppressed 
nationality applicants. It 
pretends that they are fall
ing all over themselves to 
remedy centuries of discrim
·.nation. 

~Facts dispell this fantasy. 
The UC Davis Admissions Office 
encouraged Bakke to file re
verse discrimination charges. 
It helped him prepare his 
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crimination' at large ." In 
plain English, as institutions 
of the bourgeois state, they 
function to perpetuate it . 

RESPONSE TO THE DECISION 

would have boosted the percen
tage of County e mployees to 
16%, that is, equivalent 
to the proportion of the couh
ty minorit ies in the popula
tion. 

Even at that the bourgeois
ie is not limiting its attack 
on affirmative action to the 
courts. Twice this month in 
the House of Representatives 
amendments were passed, "pro
hibiting the use of federal 
funds to enforce any ratio, 
quota, or other numerical re
quirement related to race, 
sex in hiring, promotions and 
university admissions." 
(The Walker amendment attached 
to the HEW labor appropria
tions bill passed by the House 
June 18) . But as we said, 

'i 

case, and the UC Regents 
themselves, who were the ones 
answerable to the Balcke chal
lenge and who had the responsi
oility of defending their af-

The rest of the bourgeois 
state, without acting sur
prised, gave its approval to 
the decision. Attorney Gener
al Bell, who last October had 
filed a "friend of the court" 
brief on behalf of President 
Carter which supported 'volun
tary affirmative action pro
grams' without quotas, stated 
it was a great gain for affir
mative action! Secretary of 
State of Califano, who recent
ly cut $800,000 from a minor
ity work program, said "I 
support this nation's contin
uing effort to . live up to its 
historic promise-to bring min
orities and other disadvantag
ed groups into the mainstream 
of American society." Even 
the majority of Black "lead
ers" tried to convince us that 
using race as a 'plus'"should 
constitute a green light. to 

1 
affirmative action without 
quotas or other means to meas
ure performance is nothing 

PROTEST AGAINST BAKKE DECISION 
IN LOS ANGELES (TC PHOTO) 

characterized anti-Bakke 
actions. This is a good sign 
which shows the growing con
sciousness among very wide 
strata of the population to 
the consequences which we can 
expect to follow the Bakke 
decision. 

l rmative action program, put 
up a lackluster defense. When 
the Supreme Court decision 
came down they expressed their 
satisfaction with it. In 
fact, the Harvard plan itself, 
which the majority opinion 
held up as a model,was created 
after World War II to limit 
the number of Jewish appli-

,.ts applying primarily from 
_ne East coast. That is, 
the Harvard plan leaves the 
universities accountable 
only to themselves. It means 
in practice no affirmative 
action programs and the accept
ance of very few minority ap
plicants. It is a plan to 
reinforce the inequalities 
built into the imperialist 
system. 

In fact to make sure that 
every door is nailed shut, 
Powell and the majority says 
courts must ignore centuries 
of ruthless discrimination 
sanctioned by every kind of 
law unless an individual 
woman or minority can prove 
that as an individual they 
were specifically discriminat
ed against. "State univer
sities could not," he says, 
"have as an objective the 
remedying of 'societal dis-

go forward with acceptable 
affirmative action programs" 
(Vernon Jordan, chairman of 
the National Urban League). 

AN IMMEDIATE ADVERSE EFFECT 

In practice the Bakke dec
ision has had an immediate 
adverse effect on affirmative 
action programs. In Chicago, 
within one hour after the 
decision, the city attorney 
said he was going to closely 
study the decision and consid
er taking the city's quota 
affirmative action programs 
in the fire and police depart
ment to court. Within a week, 
Judge Prentice Marshall ~elay
ed his or_der abolishing the 
discriminatory promotion exams 
in the police department pend
ing further study of the Bakke 
decision. In Atlanta's Fulton 
County the commissioners de
layed an affirmative action 
program for minorities that 

L.A. C URT 
ANCTIONS 

FORCED 
STERILIZATIONS 

On June 30th a federal 
J~dge in Los Angeles ruled 
that involuntary sterilization 
carried out against Dolores 
Madrigal and other Chicana 
and Mexican women were legal. 
The women had been sterilized 
after childbirth under a pub
licly funded program between 
1971 and 1974 at the Los Ange
, ~ County, University of 

J thern California Medical 
Center. 

In all cases the women did 
not understand the consent 
forms they had signed. t'lhen 
ste_rilization was discussed 
with the women, it was always 
during labor. One woman was 
kept out of the delivery room 
,.., ti l she would sign the pa-

- ·'. Some of the women only 
r ound out that they had been 
sterilized when they returned 
to the hospital later to get 
birth control pills, and they 
were told they wouldn't need 
birth control any longer. In 
one of the cases a woman was 
told her common law husband 
had signed the papers, but 
that too was a lie. In all of 
these cases the women had lit
tle or no knowledge of English 
and were not provided with 
papers written in Spanish or 
an interpreter to help . 

In the written opinion, the 
federal judge stated that 

"This case is essentially the 
result of a break-down in 
communications between the pa
tients and doctors". Although 
the women all spoke Spanish, 
not English, he based his de
cision solely on the testimony 
of the English speaking doc
tors who had forced these 
sterilizations. Pretending 
sympathy for the grief caused 
these women, he claimed that 
the doctors could not be 
blamed for relying on consent 
forms in common use at the 
Medical Center. The right of 
these women to be understood 
was ignored. 

What is exposed in this 
case is the national chauvin
ism of both the medical and 
judicial s y stems. The word of 
English speaking doctors that 
they knew the patients wanted 
to be sterilized is more power
ful in the courts than - the com
bined words of ten Spanish 
speaking women who swore they 
never authorized or desired 
to be sterilized. 

STERILIZATION AND NATIONAL 
OPPRESSION 

The struggle of the ten wo
men who brought this law suit 
is part of the struggle of na
tional minorities in the US a
gainst national oppr~ssio~ and , 

I 
but words on paper. 

A SIGNAL TO MOVE FORWARD 

The Supreme Court ' s Bakke 
decision does not in any way 
put an end to our struggle 
against the issues raised by 
Allan Bakke . It is a signal 
to push forward. Our efforts 
have never been directed 
against one law case involving 
a single individual or · a sin
gle professional school in one 
state which could be resolved 
in one court action. Our 
concern has been with defend
ing all affirmative action 
programs as part of widespread 
resistance to every attack on 
our democratic rights. The 
struggle a·gainst the Bakke de
cision is part of the overall 
struggle for democracy. We 
need to build a large mass 
movement led by the working 
class in order to defend what 
we have won against the reac
tionary effects of imperialist 
crisis and war preparations. 

Militant demonstrations · 
against the Bakke decision in 
major cities throughout the 
country were a good begin
ning. In most cases they 
showed a broader character and 
involved a wider spectrt~ of 
people than has previously 

great nation chauvinism. Ster
ilization is forcibly carried 
out in oppressed minority 
communities - Chicano, Black, 
Puerto Rican and Native Amer ~ 
ican - as well as throuqhout 
the third world. Among Native 
Americans, 35% of all women 
of child bearing age have 
been sterilized including many 
girls between 8 and 15 years 
of age. 

It goes without saying that 
the Bakke struggle is not 
over. The bourgeoisie has gi
ven legal recognition to the 
concept of reverse discrimina
tion and they will use the de
cision to step up their reac
tionary attack on national mi
norities and women. Today the 
chief task of the anti-Bakke 
movement is -to unite all who 
can be united in support of 
affirmative action and the 
struggle for equal rights. In 
addition, without liquidating 
the specific work within the 
Bakke movement, we must link 
it up with the struggle 
against other attacks on 
democratic rights such as 
California's Proposition 13, 
the attacks on the ERA, etc. 
Overcoming every tendency to 
narrowness and passivity, and 
mobilizing much more broadly 
than we have yet done, we 
must build a powerful mass 
novement to defend against 
every reactionary attack on 
the democratic rights of the 
working and oppressed masses. 

administration to this threat 
from the "have-not" nations 
and to high unemployment is an 
aid program which not only 
directly serves the interests 
of the US '. bourgeoisie, but 
ties in population control 
programs as part of the deal. 
Under the direction of such 
"philanthropic " institutions 
as the Rockefeller Foundation, 
sterilization programs are 
forced on people throughout 
the third world. As one in-

In the face of world pov
erty and starvation, the bour
geoisie puts the blame on the tern said, "Now when I was 
masses of the people them- down in Nicaragua, there we 
selves by targeting overpopu- pushed. People would come in 
lation as the major problem with nine children and they 
causing poverty. Such institu- didn't have food and we 
tions as publicly funded pushed them." 
hospitals and foreign aid pro- Overpopulation is not the 
grams carry out this overpop- source of a low standard of 
ulation theory and the pro- living and unemployment within 
grams of forced sterilization. ~p~res~ed nationality commun-
A former medical student at ities in the US or in the 
the university of Chicago third world. The source is the 
Hospital, which has a primarily ~tr~nglehold by woi::ld imper
black patient population, sai~, ialism - and especially the 
"Mostly we, d approach women two superpowers - over the 
with large families and we'd wealt~ and labor of the 
tell them this was the best so- world s people· 
lution. we would explain the The struggle_t~ ex~ose _and 
world population problem." end forced sterilization is 

IMPERIALIST EXPLOITATION IS 
THE SOURCE OF POVERTY 

What is this · world popula
tion problem? Former CIA 
Director William Colby is a 
clear advocate of the bour
geois view when he says ,"the 
greatest danger of violence 
and difficulty in the world is 
between 'the 'haves and the 
have nots' .... One of the most 
serious problems we have to 
face is the doubling of the 
population by the end of the 
century, which would drive an 
additional 20 million illegal 
aliens across the border into 
the United States." 

The answer of the Carter 

part of the struggle to des
troy the many tenacles of con
trol that imperialism has over 
the lives and destinies of the 
world's peoples. The recent 
court decision must be taken 
t o the masses of people in 
the workplaces and in the 
democratic struggles to expose 
the inability of the courts 
to provide justice and end 
the criminal practice of 
forced sterilization. The at
tention that has been given 
this tri a l by minority and 
feminist groups should be 
built on in broadening and 
strengthening the united front 
against imperialism to bring 
an end to such brutal and 
genocidal policies. 
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POST OFFICE 
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backs i n public services like 
mail delivery are one way 
capital p r etends to limit 
t h is growth . This does little 
to solve the underlying na
ture of the cr i sis, but qui t e 
a lot to pass the burden of .· 
it onto the backs o f working . 
and oppressed people. 

Be cause postal work is lab
o r i nte nsive -- 86 % of the 
pos t a l budget goe s for labor 
c osts -- the mos t i mporta nt 
way to l imit postal spending 
is through layof fs. The USPS 
ha s a lread y e l i minated 100,000 
jobs since i t wa s e stablished 
in 1970 a nd 60 % of these cuts 
have be en in the last thre e 
years alone . 

As a r esµlt, in the current 
negotiations, t he USPS wants 
the present " no l ayoff clause" 
out o f the contr act in order. 
t o e liminate another 100,000 
jobs i n the next · five years : 
Speci f ically , they _want to be 
able to lay off workers with 
less than 3 years seniority 
at any time and to be able to 
layoff all workers for up to · 
27 days a year. 

The rank and file on the 
other hand demand that the ' no 
layoff' clause, which the USPS 
has gotten around by mandatory 
overtime, disciplinary actions 
for sick leave and accidents, 
post office closings, mechqniz· 
ation, etc. , actually be en'
forced. 

In fact, growth in mail vol
ume sho~ld require new hires, 
not layo_ffs. As the postal 
budget has been cut, the USPS 
has tried to increase 'product· 
ivity' as they call it with 
speed-ups, mandatory overtime, 
etc. Forced overtime has been 
so extreme, .for example, ·that 

in the past three years over
time pay alone could have hir
ed 55,000 additional full tirre 
workers! Under these cond i 
tions postal workers have one 
of the highest accident rates 
in the country for hours work-~- . 

Consequently, another de ~ 
mand in the curr·ent negotia-

· tions i s that existing safety 
·r egul a tions b e expanded and 
en f orced and that workers be · 
guaranteed the r ight to ·re
fu s e work under unsaf e . cond 
iti ons . 

Ce ntra l also to the ~osi
tion ·of· the USPS in the cur
rent n e gotiations is the de~ 
mand, f irst launched by Pres
ident Carter, that postal 
wag e increases be limited to 
5.5 ~ wi th no cost -of living . 
allowance. He justifies · 
this b y spreading the bourg
eois lie that big_he r wages 
cause inflation. 

Today real wages are declin
ing. Prices far outstr i p wage· 
increases. With an ·in£lation 
rate of over 10%, a wage 
package which does not give 
workers that much plus a cost 
of living clause· to protect 
against even· greater infla
tion during the life of the 
contract is a wage cut, · no 
matter how it is disguised! 

Because of national and sex 
oppression, layoffs, wage cuts 
cuts, and other measures tied 
to the effort to ~ut po~tal 
costs do not affect. all seg
llients of the workforce equal
ly. This is a law ·pf imper-. 
ialism. Although the Post 
Office has histo.rically been 
one of the largest empldyers 
·of national minorities, op
pressed nationality workers 
and women have · continued to 
face discrimination . in hiring, 

-.------------------.. promotion, etc. For_ example, 

FROM POST OFFICE in Chicago in May, persons 
from the Puerto Rican commun
ity demonstrated to dP.mand 

DEPARTMENT TO more johs for Latinos who 
hol~ only 203 .of over 16,000. 

Us POSTAL SER'11c·c postal jobs in that .city. 
11-1 V, &;;; An end to workplace discrim i n . 

Until August 1970, when the ation therefore is also an 
United states Postal Se,rvice was essential part of the cur-
fonned, the movement of the mail rent struggle. 
in the United states was managed Lenin said that in its · 
directly by Congress. Well over struggle for power the work-
80% of the b.ldget was for salaries ing class has no other weapon 
and these nearly kept pace with pri- but organization. This is · 
vate irrlustry. But with massive true for each step in th~ 
military expenditures for vletnam,. struggle.. Because the ruling 
pay in the Post Office began to fall c ·lass kf).ows this, it. is 
behind. In 1969 Nixon froze postal always one of its essential 
salaries. In addition, pressure to tactics to undermine the org
cut non-military governnent spend;- anization of the working 

· ing led to the plan to change the class· 
postal service into a sani-private, In this respect the USPS 
sani-public corporation run by a is e v en more r i gorous than 
Board of Governors appointed by the other employers in its effort 
President. to disorganize the working -· 

'l\..o key factors were behirrl this class, because -it· i _s directly 
proposal. First the POD was too part of the state apparatus. 
expensive. It was run at a loss For example, according to the 
with Treasury paying a ll the bills. present contract, the postal 

service can hire casual or Secom, POD operations wei;-e labor 
intensive am cutting costs meant · temporary workers for · up to.· 
at.ove a ll reducing jobs. Creating 180 day s a year and as 10% of 

the workforce. Such workers 
a quasi-gove.rrrnental corporation al- are a less stable par·t of the 

-lowed the federal goverrm:mt to re- work force . With no job pro-
main firmly in control through a tection, they are forced · to 
presidentially appointed Board of work more overtime for less 
Governors (whose members at this money with no benefits. 
time represent the Board of Direct- Their existe nce as a · super-
ors of Exxon, AT&T, GE, M:>bil, · exploited s e ctor of the 
D..lpont arrl others), wt left it postal workforce without ord-
sarewhat insulated bv an independ- inary union and employment 
ent management fran public outcry rights undermines the organ-
to higher mailing fees, worsened i zation of all postal workers. 
j ob corrlitions, layoffs, etc. As a r e sult, in current neg-

To pr ovi de the private r evenue ot i ations postal workers d e -
necessary to. get the sc.hane started mand tha t a l l workers . be hir-
the goverrni-'!Ilt issued hicjh yield, ed , on as perma nent emplo yees 
gn=anteed i nterest postal bonds. a nd the casual workforce be 
The Rockefeller am r-brgan families to t a lly e liminated. 
l.x:mght these in great quantitie s I n addit i on,...,.. like other 
arrl i t was through their banks that publ i c work€ir s , posta l work
they ~re sold. With state aid ers are d e n ied t he righ t to 
1>cnopol y capital found a new source strike . Under f e de r al l a w, 
of r rof its am pos t a l workers l dst i-:.: i.:: a f e lony to strike 
jobs. aga i nst. the fed e r a l g ov e r n-

._ __________ _,. 

ment. But trade union orq
anization of any sort is 
impotent without the right 
to withhold labor collective
ly. As a result, rank and 
file postal workers have 
raised the right td strike 
as essential to the current 
negotiations. 

In this respect, postal 
\</O+kers can play a vanguard 
role in the struggle for the 
right to strike for all work
~rs in the public sector be
cause of the strategic posi
tion of mail service in the 
economy. · The massive 1970 
wildcat strike was a demon-

_strat i on . of their power. In 
the f irst major strike aga inst 
the federa~ government, 
200,000 "postal workers went 
ou_t in def iance of. ·both the 
state a nd the ir union's nat
i on a l leadership-. 

Also contri buti~g to under
mi ning postal worker organ
ization are the bureauc-rats 

"who now control the unions. 
For exampl e, union leaders 

a':l:e cooperating with the usP·s 
. a nd the federal government 
to . keep a blackoµ t on the neg
otiations. ' There is nothing 
so s·ensitiv e in these_ neg
otiations. The issues are . 
straightforward. Yet not -

- dar ing to step outside the 
bounds of s~rict legality, 
the bureaucr~ts will not 
consider the strike ·weapon 
and say they are committed 
to settling without a strike. 
What this means · is that negot
iations are behind closed doors 
in order to concl~de a sellout. 

While the bureaucrats fear 
a strike·, the government pre
pares _fpr it. The Post Of-

fice has a 48 page manual 
which calls for federal 
troops to move the mail. The 
Defense Department has a 
secret strikebreaking plan 
under the codename, "Opera
tion Graphic Hand." There 
are also plans to take legal 
action against those workers 
who strike. 

Nevertheless, although these 
plans have been well-public~ 
ized to intimi date postal 
workers into not striking, 
even Postal Service officials 
admit that they probab+Y 
could not move much mail witJ
troops. This certa i nly wa~ 

trµe in the 1970 Postal wild
cat when Nat i onal Guard troops 
sympathized with the strikers 
and sabotaged ma il delivery . 

postal workers hav e learned 
from fights such as the 1970 
wildcat t hat they c a n win gains 
when they take mass act i o n , . 
relying on their own stre ng t ' 
i nstead of the bureaucrats _/ 
to lead the -fight against the 
USPS . As a resuit, all over 
t he country r ank and file 
caucuses and committees have 
formed to organize the f i ght 
for a better contract a nd to 
apply pressure on both the 
U~PS and the national union 
leadership. The July 12 - dem
onstrations are one example 
of this spirit, Only in org
anizing to kick out the pre
sent leadership of the postal 
union and replace them with 
class ~onscious leaders will 
postal workers be able to wage 
effective battle for their 
day to day as well as for 
their long range interests 
in the struggle against 
imperialist crisis. 

SCAFFOLD .-COLLAPSE 
back in the district." 
. In this so-calle~ "qemocra
cy", it 'is ·not the will of the 

.majority, the laboring and 
oppressed people, that is re
fle.ct,ed . in governmental de
cisions. Rather it is the will 
of a small minority, the _ cap
italist class tha·t actually 
ru1es. · 

"L:F;SS THAN THE VALUE OF 
A USED BUICK" 

The bi"tter truth is that 
the government bodies like 
OSHA have not prevented work
place fata·lities ·and injuries, 
for they fail to challenge a 
basic contradiction of the 
cap italist system--the drive 
fm: maximum profits versus the 
s atety and well being of the 
-v,c:ck ing masses. Punitive fines 
i ssued by an organization like 
OSH,'\ after an ·accident merely 
put a pd.ce on .a ,,iorker' s life 

·. OS~A fined Research
Cottrell $105,100. These fines 
were is sued for ten "willful" 
cita t i ons and 6 "serious" 
violations. As Bowser of the 
Disa ster Organi zation bitterly 
stated, this " fig ures out to 
$2 , 0 00 p e r life, less than the 
book value of a used Buick." 

A cap italist owner merely 
balances the cost of a work-· 
er's life agai nst the profits 
g ained from speed-up or not 
ftxin g unsafe machinery ore
quipmer).-.-:. Even if charges are 
brough~. against a c api t"alist 
for "criminal negligence", as 
the Justice Departmen~ might 
do in this case, the maximum 
pena lty is six months i n- 3aT 1 
and a $10,0U U fine. Under 
capitalism, a worker's l i f e 
sel l s cheapl y . 

This cold cash balanc i ng 
o f safe t y costs a ga i ns t p ro
f its exists be cause o f cap i 
t a l i s t owner s h i p o.f the mean s 
of pro d uction . Clearly if 
wo r kers we re i n c ont r ol o f t he 
fac tories, mines and mi l l s 
they wou l d not al low t he k i nd 
speed up _ t hat ocu r red 
the Willow Is l and site. Their 
s e l f -interest would diet.a te 
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the conditions of their labor. 
But now it is the self-inte · 
est of the capitalists, who 
do not work, which dictate 
workplace -conditions. And in 
this the capitalists are 
defended by law. 

Workers have won gains whtn 
. they have organized and taken 
direct mass action and linked 
their day-to-day economic 
struggles to the political 
struggle of the working class. 
One example was the miners' 
massive wildcat strike which 
forced the mine safety legis
lation in 1969. Such conces
sions can definitely improve 
working conditions. 

On the other hand, such re
forms do not remove the bas.ic 
contradiction of capitalist 
ownership which causes the 
c o untless workplace fa tali t . 
The capitalists, through their 
control of the state, constan~ 
ly try to weaken reforms and 
take back the gains the work
ers have won. As long as they 
maintain state power they 
will continue to do so. There
fore, workers must continually 
f i ght for enforcement of safe 
ty and other reform legisla- J -
tion. At the same time, in . 
order to ensure workers' 
he alth and safety . the working 
class must make this struggle 
part of preparing to take 
control of the state and the 
means of production. 

Already the work i ng class 
has suffered another casulty 
at the Willow I ,sland plant 
Early Saturday, June 10, _l ~ 
ye ar old Douglas McMahan, an 
·apprentice iron worker·, fell 
98 feet to his death. He was 
carrying 30 pound steel beams 
near the roof of a bui lding 
ad j acent to the half f inished 
tower f r om which the 51 men , 
fell. 

These need l ess -deaths 
p rove the bourgeo i sie is un
f it to rul e . Ou r grief must 
be come a we apo n t o strengthen 
o u r r esolve i n the str uggle 
to o ver t hrow the capitalist 
system . 
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