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-WORKERS· AND .OPPRESSED PEOPLE' OF 

•A comm\ll}i st should have l argeness ·of mind 
and he should b~ staunch and- active, l ooking 
_upon the interests of the reyolution as his 
very life and subordinating hi s per sonal in­
terests to those of the revolution; always 
~d everywhere he ~hould adhere to prin­
cipl e and wage a tireless ~truggle against 

; 

all incorr.ect ideas · and actions so as to consoli date 
the collectlve · life of the Party and s trengthen the 
tie.$ between the Party. and the masses ; he shoul.d be 
more concerned about the Party and the masi,es than 
about any individual ahd more. concerned about others­
then about himself. Only thus can · he be considenid'= 
a Communis t." Mao Taetung 
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MI N E RS P R E PA R E ST RI K E BATT L E 
Negotiations between the Unit­

ed Mine Workers of America (UMW) 
and the Bituminous Coal Operators 
Associati on (BCOA) broke off on 
Nov. 25. Because the contract 
expires on Dec. 6th and it takes 
10 day to ratify a contract, a 
nationwide miners strike seems 
certain. The contract covers 
150,b00 UMW members and 4,000 
coal companies. Another 30,000 
UMW members are also affected 
because they work for operators 
not represented by the BCOA but 
who follow the pattern contract. 
The current negotiations began on 
Oct. 6t~ taki ng up the major 
issues o f refinanc i ng the fa i ling 
UMW Health and Pension Funds and 
how t o deal with wildcat stri kes. 

HEALTH CARE CUTBACKS 

The latest wi ldca t s responded 
t o t h e anno uncement o n J une 20th 
of cutbacks i n he alth c are f o r 
mi ners and their famil i e s. Be­
q l nninq on July l,instead of total 
coverage , mine r s had to pay for 
40% of doctors bills and the first 
$250 o f hospital bi l l s . When 
Miller and the I n terna t iona l Exe c­
utive Board (IEB) refused to call 
a strike , 80 ,000 miners went out 
in a 10 week wi l d c at . They de mand· 
ed that t he coal companies real l o -
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Th i s covera ge wa s part o f t he 
i mproved benefits mine r s won i n 
t he 1 974 c ontract . The re are now 
1 9 74 funds which cover health , 
death, and pension benefits for 
a c tiVP winers and their dependents 
and an older 195 0 plan to c over 
workers who retired before 1976 . 
These funds, unlike those of other 
major industrial unions , are still 
financed throuoh assessmen t s on 
production . The coal companies 

AN OPPORTUNIST POLICY 

pay into the funds 82¢ for each 
ton of coal mined by UMW miners 
and $1.54 for each hour a member 
works. The fun d s are administered 
jointly by ·the union and indus­
tries. The trustees said in June 
that the funds didn't have eno ugh 
money to continue to provide full 
coverage and the cutbacks were the 
only way to save the funds at all. 

In response to the miner"s right-· 
eous anger about this attack on 
their ability to get health care, 
the union and companies put out 
/ he same line--that it was the 
workers' own fault the cutbacks 
happene d. They claim that the 
funds are short of mo~ey pri marily 
because wi ldca ts caused losses i n 
producti on. (For example, the 
trus tees say that wildcats cost 
t he funds almost $65 million 
s i nce De c e mber 1974.) But the 
miners have po i nted out many other 
r e a sons to explain the s hor t ages 
i n the Heal th a nd Pens ion Funds 
includ i ng production cutbacks 
from last winter ' s co l d weather 
and last s prin g 's floodi n g , un­
dere~timating t h e i n flu x of new 
beneficiaries, t he ri s e in medi­
cal c osts , overesti mating the 
number of new mines t hat would 
open, ine ligible per sons using 
the funds (supervisors h ave been 
found ~ti 1 u::..i .. y their ,;;old union 
1 <i:>et'Shif> c -..s ~ a j the '-1:' :r; 
d own cyc l es o f the coal i ndustry. 
(The c o al i ndustry is now exper­
i enci ng a decline i n dema n d for 
c oa l which ref l ects the genera l 
crisis of imperialism a nd declines 
in production in U.S. i ndustry . ) 

MILLER BLAMES WORKE RS 

Last summer, Miller told the 
wildcat strikers to go back to 
work saying " If you continue the 
actions.you ' ve taken, you'll get 

CPUSA'.S "LEFT-CENTER" COALITION 
Recently the revisionist 

Communist Party USA (CPUSA) un ­
folded its master tactic for de­
veloping work in the spon taneous 
movement--the "left-center 
c oalition" . It is through r e ­
b uilding th is coalition, wh ich has 
i t s roo t s in the ' 30's and '40' s , 
that the revisionists plan to 
divert the deepening resistan ce of 
the masses to the crisis of us 
i mperi a lism into channels of b o ur­
geoi s reformism . On the shop 
f loor , in th e frade unions , in the 
mass movements a nd in t h e commun­
is t movement , the s truggle against 
opportunism demands tha t we expose 
the sl i c k reach e ry of this re­
v i sion i st policy . 

According to He nry Wins t on, 
Natio nal Secreta ry of the CPUSA, 

"' Le ft-Center unity' i s a 
fo rm o f t he uni t e d front . . . 
which un i tes c ommun i sts, social­
i sts, i nde pendent minded work­
ers and progressives i~ sol i ­
darity ..• based on a program of 
defending the fundamental 
rights of the -working class at 
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the point of production ... " 
.He writes in an article for t he 
August 19 77 issue of POLITICAL 
AFFAI RS, the " t heoretical " journal 
of the revisionist party: 

" ' Left-Center un ity ' is 
first of all a working clas s 
concept, which, more of t en t han 
not, comes into conflict with 
t he policies and practice of 
the Meanys , Abels , Shankers, 
e tc. I t is the link i n the 
cha i n c apable of defea t ing the 
all i ance o f th e corporations 
wi th the conse r va tive trade 
un i onism o f t h e labor b ureau­
cracy ." 

The left- cen t er c oa lit i on , he 
a r g ue s, will prov e in p r a c tice , 

"that it i s poss i ble to win and 
tha t un i t y wil l guarantee 
vic t ory and new strength s which 
can make each factory a base 
for democracy and peace." 

In sum, for the CPUSA, 
" ... the central task of helping 
to build Left-Cente r unity be­
comes a p-re-condi tio n for .ex-
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nothing but further misery. We 
got ourselves into this position 
for a number of reasons. We've 
got to get the mines back to 
work and get enough input to re­
store full benefits." In trying 
to put the blame • on the 
workers , he echoed the pords of 
the BCOA. The coal operators 
refused to reallocate funds from 
the pens ion to the health fund 
claiming it might be illegal un­
der new federal pension funds. 
But more importantly, they em­
phasized that " ... No cuts in 
benefits would be required today 
were it not for wildcat strikes •.. 
To reallocate now would be to ask 
the industry to subsidize econo­
mic wildcat strikes." Instead of 
leading the miners in t he· fi ght 

to pressure the coal companies 
for the additional money needed 
to restore full medical care, the 
union leaders pretended the solu-· 
tion was in getting the miners 
to go back to work. (Miller even 
sent in armed "organizers" who 
exchanged gunfire with some wild­
cat strikers.) Miller puts out 
the class collaborationist line 
that workers and coal operators 
have a common interest in promo­
ting production. With union 
leaders like Miller heading the 
UMW, increased production has on l y 
meant more profits for the coal 
operators, not more wages and 
benefits for the miners. Although 
the coal industry won't r each 
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HOUSTON NATIONAL WOMEN'S CONFERENCE ~f. 

REFORMISM BLUNTS WOMEN'S STRUGG LE 
Spontaneous enthusiasm for the democratic aspirations of women 

_coupled with frustration at the impotence of bourgeois reformism to 
make any significant advance on the path of women ' s emancipation chara­
cterized the Na t i onal Women' s Conferenc e he l d in Houston, Texas , Nov­
ember 18. 

Thousands of women attended this conference--over 10 , .000--from every 
state to " assess the progress in assuring women full equality and to 
set goals for the eliminat ion of all barriers that block that equality~ 
But with Congressional sanc~ion and $5 million in federal funding , the 
Conference was dominated from beginning to end by bourgeois reformists. 
Its goals were reduced to demagogic rhetor1c , and real answers to the 
questions raised were neither sought nor given. 

The Con fe r ence , o r iginally c on ceived a nd a dopted by Oongress in 1975 
as part of International Women ' s Year , invites comparison with the In­
ternational Women ' s Year Conference held in that year in Mexico City. 
Third World countries prevailed at that gathering in connecting the 
struggle for the emancipation of women to the struggle against imperi­
alism and colonialism , and particularly against the hegemonism of the 
t wo superpowers . The US delegation , however , carried on a bitter and 
reactionary fight against this line , claiming that the struggle fo r wo­
men ' s rights was not a "political question" and that women should not 
concern t h emselves with t h e oppression a nd exploitation of t h e wo r ld' s 
people by a few wealthy nations . Unfortunately for the thousands of wo­
men who attended t h e Houston gathering , it wa s pre ci s e l ~ t h is opp o r tu­
nist l i ne of " feminis t neutralit " that dorni na.t e d t h e conference . The 
s~ruggle or t he f ull e ual i ty of women, a c cordi ng to the opportunists w o control l e the E roceedin s had nothi!!9 to do wi th the resistan c ~ 

_of the mass e s of labor i'!9 eop l e and minority nationalities to exploi ­
~ation a nd oppression. 

The fight for women's equality in the US exposes all the world-wide 
posturing of the Carter administration about "human right's" as open 
hypo crisy. In the US over 50% of the population does not even have the 
benefit of formal legal e quality . Houston was a showpiece effort by the 
gove r,nment to .demonstrate that such a glaring contradiction could be 
reso lved "within the system:. · • 

THE STATE CONFERENCE 

Ove r 130,000 wo me n attende d the 54 d iffere nt state and t e r r itorial 
confe r e nces, lead ing up to the Houston Confere nce . Many who a ttende d 
t hese con fe r e nc es did so with the hope of bringing a qua lita tive change 
in the cond i t ions wh ich women confronted in their day to day lives. 

-Bu t instead they wer e 111et with . the empty rhetoric of bourgeois refor11- -
ism and told to r e ly, not on their own strength and militancy, but on 
·the very syste111 wh ich is intensifying its a t tack on women--denying mon­
ey for ab<>rtipns to wol'llen on welfare a nd, in 
t h e c o u r ts , ' de f e nding t he terrorist violence CONTINUED ON P . 5-
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KKK POSSE CONDEMNED IN ·eoRDER DEMONSTRATION 
David Duke, the national leader 

of the Ku Klux Klan, traveled to 
San Diego in October. He visited 
the US/Mexican border and, accom­
panied by Klansmen wearing "White 
Power" t-shirts, announced the 
beginning of the "Klan Border 
Watch". The KKK claims they will 
have 5000-1,000 Klansmen patrol­
ling the border in marked cars 
equipped with CB radios and in­
frared telescopes. Eventually, 
they want to exte nd this vigilante 
plan of action by Klan thugs to 
cover the border from Texas to the 
Paci f ic Ocean. 

Duke said that he is "very much 
concerned with t h e illega l alien 
problem" which is " changiri.g the 
racial fabric of American life." 
The plan for Klan " spotters" is 
intended to "stem the rising tide 
of color washing over our border." 
To the press , Duke said that the 
Klansmen will inform the Immigra­
t ion and Naturalization Service 
( INS) of any illegal border cros­
sings and that they will not be . 
armed or apprehend anyone them­
selves--unless they are on private 
property owned by Klan members 
or friends . 

He also e xplained that the Klan 
doesn 't plan to limit their 
" patrols " to the border area . The 
KKK already has announced plans to 
watch the San Diego airport for 
illegal i mmigrants and to check 
on companies to make sure they're 
not employing undocumented 
workers . During October, they 
revealed they want to " patrol" 
National Steel and Shipbuilding Co . 
(NASSCO) in San Diego to "verify " 
green cards because they claim 
that 63% of the workers at NASSCO 
are " aliens " and that many of 
these are undocumented . 

IMMIGRANTS BLAMED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT 

The Klan tries to justify its 
action with the demagogic and 
widespread lie that illegal immi­
grants are the cause of unemploy­
ment. 

The fact is the capitalist 
system feeds on unemployment and 
m~st always have readily available 
a pool of r eserve labor which can 
be thrown into work in this or 
th t sector of production on 
demand. With the imperialist 
stage of capitalism unemployment 
is particulary severe in oppressed 
nations. Massive unemploy me nt in 
the Third World is one of the fac­
tors t ha t keep wages abnorma lly 
low and make impe rialist s uper­
profits possible . In Mexico , for 

example, 53% of the workforce is 
either unemployed or underemployed. 
This also leads to the search for 
work in the heartlands of imper­
ialism. In times of need such 
immigrant laborers are welcomed 
with open arms. In times of 
crisis the bourgeoisie steps up 
its chauvinist attacks to drive 
these workers from the labor 
force. 

Recent attacks by the KKK 
reflect the deepening crisis of US 
imperialism and are part of this 
over-all chauvinist assault. 
While the KKK plans to patrol the 
US/ Mexican border, the Carter ad­
ministration 's immigration plan 
projec:ts doubling the Border Patrol• 

sional investigation, some reshuf­
fling of the INS and vague govern- · 
ment action, such as a meeting be­
tween the Carter administration 
and Chicano community leaders and 
"others affected by the immigra­
tion issue." They also demanded 
that the administration "disavow" 
the implied INS support of the 
Klan and dismiss some of the local 
INS administrators. They wanted 
to fire an agent in charge of the 
San Ysidro border crossing who 
gave Duke a tour o f the border 
and also demanded the firing of 
the district head of the INS, who 
said he would prefer for t he KKK 
to leave the patrol to profession­
als, but "we welcome information 
from any citizen". 

to 4,000 people. The significance .. ------------------• of the Klan's role is as a private 
extra-legal terrorist arm of the 
bourgeoisie willing to perform 
repressive acts that go beyond the 
limits of bourgeois democracy . It 
mean s the drift toward fascism 
whi c h historically has always 
relied on private terrorist armies 
beyond legal control . 

RESISTANCE TO THE KLAN 

Working and oppressed people of 
this country have learned to hate 
the Klan and their threats of 
border terrorism met strong 
resistance . An angry demonstra­
tion confronted Duke during his 
visit to the border south of 
San Diego on Sunday, Octobe r 16 . 
Then over 35 local organizations 
quickly mobilized a coalition to 
plan another demonstration on 
October 29 and over 1,000 people 
turned out--all demonstrating 
their contempt for the Klan and 
their determination to resist the 
Klan's attacks . 

REFORMISTS LEAD MASS STRUGGLE 

While spontaneous resistance 
to the Klan is growing it is weak­
ened b y reformist leadership . The 
October 29 march , organi zed by the 
Coalition for Human Rights at San 
Ysidro, was a response to the 
great mass concern a nd outrage in 
the San Diego area triggered by 
recent Klan activities. But that 
outrage was channeled into re 
formism by the l eadership of t . ~ 
coalition , especially the Center 
for Chicano Rights . This reform­
ist leadership was primarily char­
acterized b y i ts relian ce on the 
oppressor nation bo urgeoisie and 
by its extreme na rrowness overall. 
What it ca lled for was a congres-

David Duke, leader of KKK thugs 
o n border patrol near San Diego 

The limited, narrow and impotent 
c h aracter of these demands is 
obvious. For example, neither the 
KKK, its relation to the bour­
geosie nor the role of extra l egal 
terror and the common threat posed 
to all working a nd oppressed 
people was ever raised. Instead 
the coalition leaders reduced the 
Klan's border patrols to strictly 
an immigration issue. 

In addition , the coalition lead­
ership narrowed the struggle by 
viewing i~ as purely a temporary 
coalition . No attempt was ma d e to 
develop continuous on-going work 
around either the Klan's borde r 
patrol or Klan activity in general 
e ven though it is absolute l y clear 
that the Klan ' s stepped up activi­
ty i s wi despread. Coalition lead­
ers made militant sounding state­
ments to the press saying any 
action taken by the Klan "against 

our people will call forth an 
immediate response in kind" and 
that "We are going to defend our­
selves by any means possible". 
But when some people raised the 
question of what people were sup­
posed to do if the coalition 
appeals failed to stop· the Klan, 
the coalition lawyer said that 
this was a "political question"and 
the head of the Cente r for Chicano 
Rights i ntervened to s ay that if 
they wanted to fight they should 
do this on their own! This was to 
be expected. He had no better 
reaction to peoples' outrage over 
four Klan attac ks including a 
cross burning in a black neighbor­
hood and the painting of KKK 
s ymbols and racist slogan s on the 
driveway and sidewalk of his home . 
He responded by telling people not 
to do a n y thing irresponsible and 
then organizing no action. 

REFORMISM NO SOLUTION 

With their line of reliance on 
the bourgeois state to solve the 
problems confronting the masses of 
people, reformists wil l never be 
able to l ead the struggle against 
the Klan . Vigilante groups like 
the Klan are the tools of the 
most r eactionary sectors of · 
finance capital . Their attacks 
are clearly designed to spread 
reaction a ry chauvinis t , racist 
ideology among the masses of 
people and to terrorize and intim­
idate the oppressed nationalities . 
They serve to divide the multi­
nat ional working class by whipping 
up national chauvinism. The refore 
these attacks also represent an 
attempt to divide the working 
class movement from its basic 
allies , the mo vements for libera­
tion and equal rights of the 
national minorities and oppressed 
nationalities . In order to defeat 
the opportunists and their bour­
geois reformist line, to oppose 
the forces o f reaciton like th~ 
Klan, and to mount an e ffective 
struggle for democratic rights 
and prol etarian revolution, the 
leadership must come from the 
proletariat and its Marxist­
Leninist communist party. 

FIGHT THE KLAN AND ALL ATTACKS ON 
OPPRESSED NATIONALITIES ! 
FULL DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS FOR ALL 
IMMIGRANT WORKERS! 
EXPOSE THE REFORMISTS IN THE 
MASS MOVEMENTS ! 
BUILD A M-L COMMUNIST PARTY 
TO LEAD THE STRUGGLE! 

REVISIONIST DEMAGOGY IN STEEL CRISIS 
In the l ast issue of.THE CX)mJNIST, 

we explained ho,., the bureaucratic lead­
ership of the steelworkers union col­
laQ:>rated with the steel ~es and 
the govemrrent to cover up the crisis in 
s t eel by raising a false hue and cry 
about foreign inports . The follc,,.,ing 
contribution from a steelworker sho,.,s 
ho,., the revisionist Comrunist Party LGA 
(CPUSA) wo:t1cs hand in hand with the Sad­
lo,.,ski wing of the Steelworkers Union 
to turn militant rank and file resist­
ance to the =isis into channels that 
serve and fortify the rule of capital. 

In response to the growing 
crisis for U.S. steelworkers , 
District 31 of the United Steel­
workers of America , whic h is con­
trolled b y Sadlowski forces, pas­
sed a resolution .on Steel Prices 
and t h e Economy. The District 31 
resolution basically calls upon 
t he Inte rna tiona l Union t o wi t h ­
draw its support from the import 
restriction campaign. Instead 
they call for pressure on the 
federal government to roll back 
steel prices and to rebuild our 
decaying ci tie s . According to the 
logic of the resolution this will 
inc r ease s ales and provide more 
jobs . 

The revisionist CPUSA unites 
with t h is District 31 resolution 
and applauds it as an example of 
trade un ion class consciousness. 
But while the resolution responds 
to a des ire ,to combat the foreign 
imports issue being used to in­
crease attacks o n steelworkers, · 
the District 31 Resolution is not 
a figh ting program for the wor~ 
ing c lass. It directs our energy 
to "call" upon the International 
Union and Federal Government to 
solve our problems, instead of 
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organizing the thousands of rank 
and file steelworkers to demand 
solution s . Likewise the resolu­
tion implies that the monopoly 
capitalists don ' t want to expand 
t heir steel production. This re­
flects a totally inaccurate pic­
ture of the way capitalism works . 
As the recent article in THE COM­
MUNIST points out , it is the cri­
sis of overproduction that is be­
hind production cutbacks. That 
crisis is inherent in t he capita­
list syste m and won ' t be cured 
by a resolution . 

Whether liberal trade union 
bureaucrats and revisionists sup­
por t this or that reform is not 
t he question. What is vital is 
their unity with imperialism a nd 
their class collaboration designed 
to win s upport for the bourgeoisie 
within the workers move me nt. 

The social basis for trade 
union opportunism and revisionism 
is the labor aristocracy . As 
Stalinsays, social-democrats and 
revisionists c ome from and try to 
appeal to "the upper stratum of 
t h e working c l ass , the best pro­
vided sections of the proletariat , 
i nc lined to make compromise with 
the bo urgeoisie and to make p eace 
with a nd s ubmit to the stronger 
force , with a view to joining 
their ranks." Sadlowski has 
" joined" to the tune of a $52 , 325 
1976 income - - $6 ,000 higher than 
Abel. 

The bourgeois ie i s waging this 
highly p ubl icized campai gn against 
steel i mports not o nly . to step up 
the e xplo i tation of s teelworkers 
a nd increase their profits, but . 
also to whip up national chauvinism 
in order to prepare the ground 
for wa~: Sadlo~ski1 and his allies 

promote US imperialism (among 
other things by his buying Israe­
li war bonds) a nd the CPUSA prom­
otes Soviet social imperialism. 
Both unite in an effort to de­
ceive steelworkers and the us 
people into thinking that "de ­
tente " is the main trend and nei­
ther has struggled against great 
nation chauvinism in a serious 
way. This is a most i mportant 
point that the Sadlowski people 
and the CPUSA do not speak to. 
As Marxist-Leninists and class 
conscious workers we must active­
ly oppose t h e campaign to whip up 
chauvinism , oppression and exploi­
tation. And we mus t prepare the 
conditions for a struggle against 
the bourgeoisie in t he event of 
war . 

The CPUSA also exposes itself 
as class collaborationist i n pro­
moting nation a lization as a solu­
tion to the crisis in the US 
steel industry . They say, " if 
private industry can ' t keep the 
mills open, maybe the government 
can." This support fo r nation­
alization ignores the class char­
acter of t h e government control­
ling the mills a nd spreads t he 
illusion that the government i s 
a bo ve c l asses . Bu t it is t he 
class which ho lds state power 
which is decisive . Na t ionaliza­
tion wi thout proletarian state 
power is nothing but state mono­
poly capital i sm. Whe n a capital­
ist governmen t nationali zes an 
industry they use it as a weapon 
against worker mili tancy, dema­
gogically c l aiming t hat the work­
ers in that industry are now 
struggling agains t the public 
interest . "Public" employees 
in nationali zed industries face 
no-strike l aws and similar restri-

ctions on their struggle for bet­
ter working conditions . This 
last point is tremendously import­
ant for U. S. monopoly capital 
which f aces the threat of war with 
a steel industry in crisis. Nat­
ionalization of the steel industry 
is a solution which would pro-
vide US imperialism with tighter 
control over the workforce and 
assured steel production . This 
appeals to certain sectors of 
the bourgeoisie, but it is no 
solution for ran k and file stee l­
workers . In fa c t , nationalization 
of basic industry under bourgeois 
dictatorship is one basis for 
fascism. Thus this nationalizatio~ 
that the revisionists promote 
must b e exposed as a plan that 
will olace t he working class under 
f uller control of monopoly capital . 
As a solution to the crisis in 
steel it is a plan for social 
fascism. 

The social democratic Sadlow­
ski style trade union bureaucrats 
and the revisionist CPUSA cor­
rectly state that the imports 
campaign is designed to get the 
e y es of workers off t he real 
issue , but then they don't te ll us 
what t h e real issue i s !! The y 
imply that the problem i s un­
employment . This is something 
that every worker kno~ a nd mere­
ly by saying this they are saying 
nothing profound . But une mploy­
ment is a manifestation of the 
problem not the cause. The 
crisis in steel h as its roots in 
the cri sis of the monopoly cap­
ital is t s y stem. Communists must 
transform resis tance to job c ut­
backs into class conscious strug­
gle against capitalism and for the 
seizure of polLticai power by the 
wor k ing; class.. ~, · ,r.i:, 
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SADAT CONCESSIONS 
THREATEN ARAB CAUSE 

President Anwar el Sadat of Egypt 
addressed the Israeli parliment and 
met with political representatives 
of the various Israeli parties 
during his 36 hour visit to Israel , 
November 19- 21 . This visit was the 
first time that a prominent Arab 
leader set foot on the land of 
occupied Palestine since 1948,when 
the Zionists first declared the 
"state of Israel" . Sadat's trip, 
made in the face of strong protest 
by fellow Arab states and the 
Palestinian Liberation Organiza-

. tion (PLO), was done in the name 
of a "call for peace" and "legal 
and just Arab rights". However , 

/\.l i.t has served to reinforce the 
\..1/· ~egotiating position oTthe Zion­

i sts , undercut the j ust demands of 
the Palestinian and Arab peoples , _ 
weaKened Arab unit and created 
further room for suer ower man­
uevering. This visit has been 
f~ e d by Sadat ' s unilateral 
call for a pre-Geneva peace con­
ference in Cairo which has moved 
Egypt in the direction a separate 
peace agreement with Israel. 

SADAT ' S VISIT 

Corresponding to the rise in the 
prestige and strength of the coun­
tries of the third world , and due 
to the persistent and courageous 
struggle of the Palestinian and 
Arab peoples , the Israeli Zi on i s t s 
have faced increasing political 
isolation . Mor e and more world 
opinion has righ teously condemned 
Israeli agression against Arab 
states , Israel ' s occupation of 
Arab territories , the illegal 
Zionist occupation of Palestine 
and the refusal of the Zionists to 
recognize the PLO . saaat ' s visit 
seriously damaged this wall of 
isolation which had been built on 
years of blood and struggle 

While the visit was unilateral 
in relation to the other Arab 
states , it was clearly made on the 
basis of consultation with and 
blessing of the US governmen t. 

o ic a gyptian statement 
said that the trip was "in 
response to a let t e r f rom Pre s i ­
dent Carter t hat wa s a c companied 
by an invitation from the Israeli 
government". Moreover, the indi­
vidual action taken by Sadat 

/4)1 undercut the l egitimate concern!;_ 
\? which have been raised b the 

Arab states and the PLO in re ar4li__ 
to a US-USSR initiated Gene va 
· eace conference. Sadat reduced 
p r incipled obi ections to the basis 

of such a confe rence-- which in:­
·clude recogn ition o_Llhe .. -5.ta.t.e ..o.f.. 
Israel and denial of th_!L 1;j._ght_ ol;' 
the PLO to r e present the Pales­
tinian. eoJ.?l -- t..Q ''...uu.i~di.s..­
cussions on procedu re". In doing 
so he made unprincipled concessions 
to the Zionists. 

SADAT'S SPEECH 

The concessions made by Sadat in 
his speech to the Israel Knesset 
set back the Arab and Palestinian 
cause. 

First, was the r e cognition of argument . .. " He put forward as 
the s tate of Israel. This legit- } a bas is for peace agreement, "End-
imized the continuing Zionist ing the occupation of Arab terri-
occupation of Palestine. Sadat tories occupied in 1967" . While 
stated , "In all sincerity I tell this demand is certainl j u~ it 
you we welcome you among us wit b( was undermined by the f act that it 
fall security and safety ." wa s eresented unilaterally 
" ... Israel has become a fait to the Is~aelis . This leaves open 
accompli, recognized by the world, the possibility of a se ara~ 
and .. . t he two superpowers have ~ .ne..9.qtiation between Egypt and 
undertaken the responsibility for ~ Israel which could lead to Israe li 
its security and the defense of ·~ ccmcessions in the Sinai at the 
its e xistence ." ~ expense of a stiffened resolve to 

Secondly, no direct m tion w~s 
~ade of the PLO. Recognition of 
the PLO as the sole re resentative 
ofthe Palestinian eo le is one 
'of tl}_e cornerstones of Arab unity. 
It is also the only basis on h "ch 
an real rincipled __peace can be 
bui l t , for the Palestinian people 
will continue to wage their just 
war of national liberation until 
Zionist rule over occupied Pales­
tine is overthrown. Any call for 
peace not made on this basis is but 
empty rhetoric. Yet Sadat , whi le 
calling for "achievement of the 
fundamental rights of the Pales t in­
ian people and their r ight to s e lf­
deter mination, includ i ng their 
right t o e s tablish t hei r own sta t e", 
reduced that right to a state on 
the West Bank, which would . co-exist 
with an Israeli state on the rest 
of occupied Palestine . He impl ied 
that the establishment of such a 
state would mean an end to the 
national liberation struggle of the 
Pales tini an people--by force if 
necessary . "When the bells of 
peace ring ( in t his separ a t e Pales­
t inian s tate ) t here wi ll be no 
hands to beat the drums o f war . 
Even i f they existed , they would be 
stilled." 

Sadat ' s strongest statement was 
on t he question o f oc cupied Arab 
land . He stated, "To speak frankly 
our land does not yield itself to 
bargaining, it is not even open to 

continue their criminal occupation 
of the West-Bank and Golan Heights . 

Overall, Sadat's s eech ave 
redence to the lie that the 

source of the conflict in the 
Middle EastTs not continuing 
Zionist occupation of Palestine 
and Arab lands, but "suspicion" 
and "lack of confidence" between 
i e untries. - No dii: erence was 
made between a j us t war of l ibe r a­
tion against agression and an 
unjus t war f or hegemony and colon­
izati on . From war, Sadat stat ed, 
"there emerges neither victor nor 
vanquished" . From this standpoint, 
the question of "peace" is separ­
ated from the political realities 
of Zionist agression and fo rcible 
denial of Palestinian rights that 
has given rise to the just armed 
struggle of the Palestinian people. 
This orientation can only lead 
to capitulation and unprincipled 
concession, to the betrayal of 
the Pa l estinian revolution and 
of the Arab people's struggle as 
a hole. 

BEGIN'S CHAUVINISM 

Begin's speech, whj_ch followed 
Sadat ' s, demonstrated the contin­
uing chauvinist a n e mili tarist 
stand of Israeli ?.ionism. It was 
a straight-up a t t ack on the rights 
of the Palesti ni an and Arab people. 
Begin, throughout his presentation, 
put forward lie after lie, justi-

\ .J 

fi cation after ; ustification for 
the illegal occupation of Pales­
tinian and Arab lands . 

He stated, "It is my obligation 
today to tell . .. of our ties be­
tween our Jewish nation and the 
l and .. . We did not take strange 
land, we returned to our homeland. 
The tie between our nation and 
this land is eternal." 

In opposition to the just demand 
for complete withdrawal from all 
occupied Arab territories, the Zi­
onist leader declared , "I propose 
according to the majority of this 
Parliament, that everything is 
open to negotiation." According ta 
this colonialist logic, principles 
of respect for state sovereignty, 
for historical boundaries or even 
international law are disregarded 
and the fact of illegal occupation 
becomes its own j usti f ication. On 
this basis the Zionists inte nd to 

· hang onto Arab land under the 
guise of the need for "security" . 

Begin ' s speech showed no weaken­
ing of the Zionist resolve to ig­
nore the just demands of the Arab 
and Palestinian people . It brought 
out the f u t ility and danger of Sa­
dat's visit-- while the Egyptian 
leader recognized Israel and made 
concessions, the Zionists did not 
retreat one inch. 
ARAB RESPONSE 

Denunc i ation of Sadat's trip 
was widespread. The central com­
mittee of Al Fatah., .headed by Yas­
ir Arafat, called ~he visit "a 
dangerous turning point and a gain 
for the plots of international Zi­
onism and its imperialist allies, 
with the USA at their heads." Al 
Fatah charged that Sadat's maneu­
ver put the Palestinian people "in 
a critical position before the Zi ­
oni s t enemy who deny Palesti nian 
r ights and a r e preparing f or a new 
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PHILIPPINE PARTY CHAIRMAN CAPTURED ·1RANIANS CONFRONT SHA'H AND CARTER 
Jose Maria Sison , chairman of 

the Communist ·Party of the Philip­
pines (CPPP), was arrested by 
troops of the Marcos regime on Nov­
ember 10. Popularly known as 
Amado Guerrero, the leader o f the 
Party was seized in San Fernando 
City , La Union province, located 
some 200 mile s north of Mani la. 
Sison, who had been underground 
for the past 10 years, was viewed 
as such a threat to the regime that 
his capture o r death carried ·a 
45,000 dollar reward. Reports o n 
Sison's arrest stated that the CPP 
Chairman had s uffered torture at 
the hands of t he military. 

Sison earned t he fear and hatred 
of the us imperial i st a nd domesti c 
reactionar ies a nd the l ove and 
r espect of the oppr essed Filipino 
masses on t he basis of long a nd 
persistent ded ication t o the Fi l ­
ipino people ' s democrat i c r evolu­
tion . He b rough t c l arity t o and 
fo r ged i nto act ion the Fi lipino 
people ' s desire for national i n­
depence and s oc i a l revol ution . In 
particular his foremost con tribu­
t ion was the applicat i on of Marxi sm 
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought to 
the concrete condi tions o f t he 
Phi lippine revol ut i o n. 

Pr i or to his going underground 
in 1967, Sis on was in th~ f o r e ­
front o f the progressive national­
i s t movement, ins trumental i n 
bui lding patriotic organizations 
like MAN (Movement for the Advance­
ment of Nationalism). He became 
a l e ading proponent of the anti­
imperialist analysis and strategy 
f or Philippine society which later 
came to be known as the National 
Democra t·ic Program. 

. He founded the militant yout h 
mass organi zation , Kabataang 
Makabayan (MK) or Nationalist 
Youth , which took on the task of 
exposing the role of US imperial­
i sm as the main obstacle to the 
development of t he Philippines a nd 
showing the deep-rooted ties be­
tween imperialism and the feudal 
landlords and Filipino capitalists . 
The MK mobilized thousands in pro­
tests and demonstrations around 
issues like the US military bases 
in t he Philippines a nd the US 
domination of the Philippine 
economy. 

However , his most serious c r i me , 
from t he perspective of US imper­
ial i s m and its Fi l ipino all i es , 
was h i s r ole in the rectificat ion 
and re-es tablishme n t of t he Commun­
ist Par t y o f t he Ph i l i ppine s in 
1968 . Sison r ose t ~ the t ask of 
re-forming t he vanguard organiza­
t ion o f the Pb ilippine r evo l ution 
aft er i t had been destroye d by the 
corrupt and revisionist Lava-Taruc 
c l i que . 

As c ha irman , Sison set t he o ut­
look and stance of the re-estab­
lished party f irmly on the scie nce 
of Ma rxism- Le ni nism-Mao Tsetung 
Thought and undertook a comprehe n­
sive class analysis and strategy 
f o r the Phi l i pp ine revolut i on 
whi ch took particular guidance from 
Cha i rman Mao's writings on the New 
Democ ratic Revolution. This anal­
y s i s and s t rate gy is contai ned in 
the historic document, ·Philippine 
Society and Revolution• which, 
before the Marcos coup in 1972, 
became the most carefully read and 
discussed book in the P~ilippines. 
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Tuesday, Noveirber 15, narked a day of press the Iranian llDvertent for national 
rnassi ve protest by the delrocratic and pa- 'liberation, independence and revolution. 
triotic Iranian noverrent in the us . In one 
of the largest anti-inperialist dellOTlstra­
tions since the end of the Indochina War, 
over 5 thousand denonstrators gathered at 
the White House to protest superp:Mer heg­
emonism in Iran and the reactionary poli­
cies of the Shah's regime. 

Wearing masks to protect themsel ves 
fn:rn police agents of the CIA and SAVAK, 
the secret police for ce of Iran charged 
with systematic murder, torture and impri­
sament of dissidents, the denonstrators 
fought milit:znt ly with both pro-Shah for­
ces and the i;olice in one of the ll'OSt vio­
lent clashes i n recent history. Police 
were forced to retreat at 011e point and 
finally had to resort to tear gas to break 
ll) the derronstrat i on . 'lWenty-five police 
and nany de!ronstrators were injured and 
twelve derronstra tors were arrested. 

It is fitting that the struggle against 
the fascist Shah was brought to the heart 
f US inperialisn, the daninant inperial­

i sm in I ran. The viol ent siwression by US 
lice of the Iranian denonstrators in 

front of the White House mirrors the vio­
lent suppression o f the dem:x:ratic and re­
=luti onary novenent in I ran 1.nder the 
auspices of us military personnel. 

Pecently we have seen intensified at­
tacks on the Iranian movenent in the us . 
This onslaught, reflected in police at­
tacks in cities such as Houston , Chicago 
and no., Washington, reflects the US bour­
geoisie's fear of the growing strength and 
i nfluence of the patriotic and delrocratic 
Ir anian noverrent . It is in the interests 
of US, inperialisrn to maintain Iran as a 
base for US military operations in the 
Gulf area, for Iran borders the Soviet 
Union. 

CX!e manifestation of the increased at­
tack on the I r anian novement is the at­
tenpt by the US governrrent to deport rrem­
bers of the I r anian Student Association 
back to I ran , where they face certain tor­
t ure and illprisoMent, and even death . 
'lhese present attenpts must be met wi th 
widespread and popular resistance. 

'lhe noverrent of the rewlutionary pro­
letariat here in the US can l earn IIUd1 
fran the courage and militancy displ ayed 
by the Iranian noveirent both here and in 
Iran, j ust as it can learn nuch fran the 
· s truggl es of the Third World as a whole, 
which s~ the \IOrld-wide struggle 
against s~ rpower hegem:nism. We RU1t 
l eam fran the Iranian nDvenent and give 

'Ihe US uses the sale of military weap- it our ~ t S1¥.JOrt--our struggles are 
, totalli ng $15 billion in recent years directed against a CCl'IIIOl enell¥, the hege-

to tighten i ts eocnanic and political rronism of the two s~rpowers, in parti cu-
stranglehold over Iran . Q-1 this basis it l ar the ruthless and reactionary rule of 

· tains a gcMil'?llrent sll)pOrtive of u; the US bourgeoisie . 'Ihe struggle for pro-
licies and suppresses the struggle for letarian revolution here in the u; and the 
tional sovereignty and· demx:racy waged struggle for new denrx:ratic rewluticn in 
the Iranian ll8SSeS. We, sqiport the sov- . Iran are intertwined and provide each 

eign right of Iran to protect i tself other with nutual aid and sll)pOrt. 
fran attack, but stand firmly opposed to 
the use of the military apparatus to s~ 
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1SKRA PLAN KEY TQ 
PRINCIPLED UNITY SOOC JOINS WORKERS CONGRESS 

The San Diego Organizing Com­
mittee (SDOC) recently liquidated 
its local organization and joined 
the Workers Congress(M-L). This 
is the result of a protracted 
struggle for principled unity 
within the framework of the ISKRA 
PLAN and we think its lessons are 
important to the party building 
movement. 

As we investigated the lines of 
organizations in the communist 
movement in relation to party 
building, we recognized that the 
ISKRA PLA o he Worker ongftss 

~ as tne only serious e f fort to 
ropose a method to prepare e 

conditions for uniting the sea -
ered forces in our movement. t 

was . the only plan that a ~ essed 
itself to the princig a wea nes­
ses o our movement , amateurisli­
ness, f ragmentation and al sunit , 
and the only I an that propose 
concrete steps to overcome tHese 

~ eaknesses . Thus while we di 
not have l d'b % unity with the line 
of the Workers Congress, we enthu­
siastically took up work within 
the ISKRA PLAN to build a single, 
common ISKRA type newspaper as the 
mai n l i nk in the struggle to build 
a new vanguard communist party. 
As we said in our original articl~ 
"t:iDOC Joins t he ISKRA Eff ort," 
"Lenin makes c lear the c ritical 
import?nce of ISKRA in building 
unity through its role as the 
first practical common work (writ­
ing, polemicizing, distribution, 
and study) of all revolutio11aries 
in the country." 

PLANLESS DEMAGOGY 
We also made clear that while 

we joined the ISKRA effort and de­
fended the ISKRA PLAN, we intended 
to maintain active con ac with 
o er national organizations. As 
we pursued these contacts, artic­
ularly with the August TwentyNinth 
Movement (ATM) and 'the Marxist­
Leninist Organizing Committee 
(MLOC), we learned by negative 
exarnole a t o procee wi out a 

an r or party bui d i ng was to 
rocee without a means to strug­

e for principled unity or to re­
solve differences on the basis of 
t e science of Marxism-Leninism. 
hese organizations published 

newspapers to put out their line, 
but did not use tneir newspapers 

THE ISKRA PLAN 
By contrast the ISiRA PLAN 

of the Workers Congress propos d 
on tasks and a meth 

- ~~-: le for unit . ~ -==e'!!s~e~ _~a~sks, 
whic unfoI ea ar und a national 
political newspaper, proposed a 
means to train ourselves as 
revolutionaries theoretically, 
politically and organizationally. 

in a regular way topical 
exposures and polemics on quest- , 
ious in the national and i n er a~­
ional communist movement. On his 

encourage~ to raise 
broaden the scope of 

As a result, in learning to use 
and rely on the paper we moved 
forward i n our struggle to resolve . 
our dif f erences with the Workers 
Congress. · As those d i fferences 
were overcome an we achi evea­

ia eological unity, i 
ecame our u y as Marxist-Leni n­

ists to transform ideological 
uni y into the material uni ~ of 
organization. We wholehearte~ ly 

ook that s'n!p, seeing it as a 
means to intensify our struggle 
to gather and centrali ze the re­
sources o f the revolutionary trend 
of our movement. 
REVOLUTIONARY TRAINING 

When we fi,i;st took up study of 
the ISKRA PLAN, we had plans to 
put out a local monthly newspaper 
and in fact had copy ready for 
press when we made the decision to 
contribute to the ISKRA effort 
instead. We were persuaded by 
Lenin's arguments in WHAT IS TO l 
BE DONE that a ·1ocal newspaper 
would not advance the str uggle f or 
a party. Because of the local 
character of our circle, such a 
newspaper would necessarily have 
been characterized by its narrow­
ness. It would have been all-con­
suming in its expenditure o f t i me 
and energy and sharply l i mited 
other work. We saw the ISKRA PLAN 
as a means o centralize and gath­
er our resources in a more effic-
ent waY.. twas also a means 
or us to train ourselves as prof­

essional revolutionaries more e -
Tecti vely. _Rathe r than t e narr~ ~ 

scope o a local paper , we could 
contribute broade r exposures to a 
national newspaper. 

as an essential -part of a plan to 
prepare the conditions for unity. 
With them our discussions always 
came down to .their saying "here 
is our line ... the best overall 
line in the communist movement. 
. if you don't agree with it 

Overall the' ISKRA PLAN for us 
was a means to rely on our str­

): errgths to overcome the weaknesses 
nat characterized our circle. there is nothina left for us to 

do." But we quickly realized that . 
this kind of demagogy was un j ust­
ified in terms of the ideological 
confusion and instability which 
characterized their leadership. 
Furthermore, the fundamental · -
sue was not sha low agreement, but · 
raining a core or prof'essiona 

revolutionaries. In sµm, c:oril.acts 
with nationa organizations often 
encouraged a tendency to sin ac 
in o oca~i sm and au£onomi'sm 
ratlier than struggle for uni~ , 
and we saw otner collectivea do. 
that,immersing themselves in the 
day to day activity of their part-

. icular area. This served to per­
petuate the weaknesses not only of 
these groups, but of our movl!lllent 
as a whole . 

I n the e nd we r e alized also 
that for national o r ganizat i ons 
to proc eed without a plan led ~ec­
essarily to one of two c9nsequen­
ces: (1) or anizations coul d de­
cla re themse ves a party, reduc­
ing party bul lding to c i rcle size; 
or (2) o rganizations could re­
t reat rom t he tasks o f part 

u i l r ng a nd attack the ba sl"c! 
rincip es we had consol i a ea 
round s u c n a s propaga nda as the 

c ie form o f activity a nd win­
ning the vanguard to communism. 
We saw RCP, wvo and the CPML 
make the f i rst mistake and ATM, 
MLOC a n d IWK make the second. 
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Concretely this can be seen i the 
increased regularity and frequency 
with which we have taken up expos­
ures f or THE COMMUNIST in the re­
cent period as compared wi th our 
initial efforts. 

Local circles and collec tives 
which concentrate on practical 
work, study, the publication ~fan 
occasional pamphlet on line or a 
local news l etter simply do not 
get t he s ame political tra ini ~g as 
collec t i ves whi c h a 0llocate a def­
i nite numbe r o f their cadres to 
newspape r work- -Le n i n s ugge sts 
one - f ourt h in WHAT IS TO BE DONE--
3nd which undertake the regular 
task required by frequent topical 
exposures of systematic~l~y ap­
praising day to day political 
events f or a national newspaper. 

THE USE OF THE COMMUNIST 

_Marxism-Leninism. In addition, 
THE COMMUNIST, was virtually alone 
amon Marxist-Leninist newspapers 
~n rov iaing g~idance on org,w-
1zational oroblems we confronted 
in our collective life. 

P rom a ll this we learned that 
the scope of a nati onal political 
newspaper could push forward 
local activity more effectively 
than we could have done relying 
solely on our own resources. 

We were also trained by THE 
COMMUNIST on the democratic strug­
gle, including the Black National 
Question, and t he ERA and tne 
question of r e f orms generally. 
At f irst we had a · tendency to 
want to study each o f these 
question s on our own f rom scratch. 
We learned to rely on the line of 
the paper as the starting point, 
testing it_and using it as a 
foundation for further advance. 

our position on party building 
tactics is a ·good example of the 
success of this method. By rely­
ing on the Workers Congress cri t ­
i c ism of the so-called "revolu­

·around a common lan. Tasks such 
as exposures an r ular report­
ing on the newspaper and its use 
gave our organizations confidence 
in the serious character of our 
relationship. Thus in spite of 
differences this fostered a dis­
ciplined approacn to stru g e -­
something t a t was a ar cry 
from our relationships with other 

on these issues. As a 
result of the exchange of views 
orr the question and based on the 
common study of Engels, THE ORIGIN 
OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY 
AND THE STATE and of the social­
ist experience on the question of 
women and the family ~der the 
d i ctatorship of the proletariat , 
we came o reco ize the incor­
r e ctr.ess of our stan on horn -
sexuali.U . We saw how the in­
"fiuence of the radical intelle­
gensia was the basis of our in­
correct line of support for this 
type of socia~ practice and saw 
the need for a thorough - break 
with this trend .. 

, RELY ON STRENGTHS TO OVERCOME 
WEAKNESSES 

We are all fami l i ar with tne 
weaknesses that we h a ve addressed 
in terms o f the s c attered and 
numerous circles wh i c h exist 
throughout the country. 11 t he 
nat ional organi zation s bemoan 
t e existence of such circ es 
an et ot er t h a n the WC none of 
t n em take u tne t a s K of organ­

' ng the initiat ive a nd commr'l:­
ment that such c ircles oosses:!'. 
The ISKRA PLAN alone use s tn ose 
strengths to overcome the weak­

narrowness a nd local-

r-

tionary wing" and connecting that ..... &;_,; .. 

with our 
tactics, .... ~=~--



THE REAL BASIS OF 
WOM.E·N'·s INEOU.ALITY . 

The inequality of women under i~perialism is a product of the 
monogamous family based upon pr·i vate property, as an economic 
unit of society. It is not due to some ignorance or prejudice 
that exists inherently in men. Engels in Origin of The Family, 
Privat~Property and The State states that the monogamo.us family 
based upon private property, is the basic economic unit under 
the capitalist system. It forces women into the role of domes­
tic slavery and isolates them from social production. While 
capitalism tears asunder the traditionai relationships that 
bound women previously, it still rests on private property and 
can never lead to the full participation of women in social pro­
duction nor can it abolish domestic slavery in the home. Just as 
capitalism introduces the "free contract" of wage slavery, it also 
introduces the "free contract" of marriage. But this freedom is 
d~formed, restricted and incomplete, as are all the democratic 
institutions under capitalism, because it is dominated by . the 
economic inequality founded on private property and class oppres­
sion. In the particular case of marriage and the family, women do 
not even share formai legal equality with men under the law. 

The bourgeoisie· attempts to p·aint itself as a "defender" of dem­
ocracy. The hypocrisy of that claim was exposed at Houston. That 
the struggle for democracy today can only be led by the prole­
tariat is clear. The life of women under the Dictatorship of The 
Proletariat is qualitatively different than under bourgeois 
dictatorship. This is a product of the fact that it is an abso­
lute necessity under the system of imperialism for women to 
function as second class citizens. Under Socialism, on the 
other hand, the second class status of women holds back the social 
development of all. . 

· It is domestic slavery in the monogamous family based upon · 
private property that ultimately restricts the freedom of women 
and blocks their full participation in social production . When 
women enter ,the labor force they do so under a second class status. 
They are forced into "women's jobs"· and at "women's wages." They 
constitute a large part of the reserve army of labor and are pulled 
into and pushed out of the labor force according to the needs of 
monopoly capital. It is only with the abolition of private prop­
erty that the family ceases to be the basic economic unit of soc­
iety , and · as Engels points out, that private housekeeping can be 
transformed into public industry. This means that the contradic-
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of rape. 
But reformism was not the onl 

wea on the bour eoisie 2ulled out 
from its arsenal to attack t he 
struggle for women's rights. ev~ 
eral state conferences were jam­
me d with women fundamentaily op­
posed t o the emancipation o f worn­
~ , whose reactionary view made 
no pretense in glorifying the do­
mestic slavery of women and sec k­
·ing to overturn even the limited 
gains won by women over the years, 
It was estimated that over 20 % of 
the delegates to Houston repre­
sented these conservative forces. 

The most glaring example of a 
· delegation consciously working to 
defeat the stated goals of the 
conference was the delegation 
from Mississippi. Twenty of its 
delegates were white and five of 
these were men who openly stated 
their membership in the Ku Klux 
Klan. For a state with a 38.6% 
Black population , there was only 
one Black woman chosen. Even she 
quickly resigned on the basis of 
ill health. Sharing a women's 
conference delegation with mem­
bers of the Ku Klux Klan would 
sicken anyone. 

Opposed to the women's movement 
and all democratic movements a­
gainst oppression, reactionary 
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, 
the Christian Defense League, the 
John Birch $ociety and Phyliss 
Schlafly's STOP ERA group demon­
strated throughout the weekend at 
the coliseum. On Saturday after­
noon the Klan attempted to break 
up a support rally across the 
street from the convention . ~ot 
only did they faii to break up 
the rally, but were completely 
encircled by a crowd of women and 
pushed, shoved and kicked back 
across the street from the rally. 

REFORMISTS WELCOME REACTIONARIES 
Reformist opposition to the in­

fluence of reactionary women's 
groups in the conference was hyp­
ocritical. Actual ly, the react­
ionaries' presence, defended by 
conference organizers on the bas­
is of bourgeois "right" , was wel­
comed for it gave the reformists 
some legitimacy, the appearance 
of being real fighters for the 
rights of women. The . reformists' 
actual o os i tion to an effective 
militant struggle for the_ emanci­
e ation of women was cloaked under 
thei r o os i tion to the f e udalist 
demands oft e r e actionaries. On 
this basis they made stirring ap­
peals for "unity" in the face of 
of opposition threats . Under the 
carefully controlled conference 
conditions, this was an important 
basis for s trengthening thei r 
grip on confe rence d e legates and 
givin~ pla titudinous, weak r e so­
lutions the a ura o f ha rd won vic­
tories. 

Among the reformist elements at 
Houston was the "Communist" Party 
USA ("C"PUSA). While overall the 
"C"PUSA was compromised by its 

opposition to the ERA, its influ­
ence was felt in the workshop on 
"peace and disarmament". This 
worksho romoted illusio s ~ 
cernin "dete nte" a dvoc ted 
~ ing a peace move!!!.e itt on~ 
acifis latform. According to 

the dominant views of the work­
shop, women were the "civilizers" 
of the world and war was a prod­
uct of the innate character of 
men. By diverting the attention 
of women from the imperialist con­
tention which inevitably leads to 
imperialist war, it papered over 
superpower preparations for war 
and immobilized any effective 
struggle against these prepara­
t i ons. 
"PLAN OF ACTION ''-BUT NO ACTION 

The Conference adopted a Nation­
ai Plan of Action, made up of 26 
resolutions based on recommenda­
tions from state conferences and 
presented by the delegates from 
Houston. In all there were resolu­
tions covering employment, credi~ 
the ERA, abortion, sexual prefer­
ence and a wide variety of other 
matters. What were the tactics 
developed to insure irnplementa-

ion of this plan? Why, its pres­
entation to Carter and the Cong­
ress! The reformists assured ev­
eryone that perhaps by 1985 it 
would be enacted into law. ~ 
..w,irn flew in e his­
torical lesson that whatever g~ins 
women have made , were fou ht for! 
No concession will be made to im­
prove the quality of life for the 
masses of women unless it is 
wrenched from the bourgeoisie. 

One of the resolutions adopted 
was . on the ERA. While the over­
whelming support given the ERA 
resolution was good testimony to 
the limited influence of the 
straight-up reactionaries like 
the Schlafly group, the confer­
ence made no significant contri­
bution to the struggle to move 
the ERA closer to ratification. 
Presenting no lan for rnass_ ac­
t i on 1 but o 

Houston conference was not a 
means to ret~ke the initiative in 
the struggle for passage of the 
ERA. )'he ers ecti ve for the ERA_ 
depends on militant leadership 
wi ing an c:aable of exposing 
t ere ormists w o now control 
the movement and dri v i ng them 

rom leadership. Only on this b a­
sis can women be mobilized to 

"take to the stree~s in direct po­
litical action in defense of 
their rights. 
PROLETARIAN LEADERSHIP NECESSARY 

tion between a womans' private . responsibility to her family and 
her full participation in public industry can be resolved. It is 
on that premise that a world historic achievement of the full 
emancipation of women is possible. . 

The working class can never overthrow social relations based 
upon private property without overcoming the oppression of women. 
As Lenin pointed out, the proletariat cannot achieve complete 
liber.ty until it has won complete liberty for women. Thus the 
struggle for the emancipation of women and the struggle for pro-
letarian revolution are inseparably linked. . 

Reformists refuse to deal with this fundamental principal and 
do not take up the economic aspect of the family, which cripples 
and thwarts the development of women. As at the recent conference 
at Houston, they limit the struggle to one of formal legal equality. 
As Engels ' states: "This typical lawyers reasoning. is exactly the 
same as that with which the radical republican bourgeoisie dismisses 
the proletariat. The labor contract is supposed to be voluntarily 
entered into by both parties. But it is voluntarily entered 
into as soon as the law has· put both parties on an equal footing 
on eaeer. The power giv7n one p~rty by its different class 
position, the pressure it exercises on the other--the relative 
economic position of both--all this is no concern to the law." 

The struggle for legal equality i s not enough for the complete 
emancipation of women but it is an important part of the struggle. 
In fact it is in the struggle to achieve. legal equality that the 
true nature of worneds oppression becomes absolutely clear. The 
error that can be made in the democratic struggle for women's 

. rights lies in not tying that struggle to the revolutionary strug­
gle to abolish the system of private property that is the basis 

.of the degrading status of women in society. Engels writes: 
. "The democratic republic does not abolish the antagonism between 
· the two classes; on the contrary it provides the field upon which 
it is fought out. And, similarly, the peculiar character of man's 
domination over women in the modern family, and the necessity, as 
well as manner, of establishing real social equality between the 
two will be brought into full relie f only when both are completely 
equa l before the law. It will then become evident that the first 
premise for the emancipation of women is the reintroduction of the 
entire female sex into public industry; and that again demands that 
the quality possessed by the individual family of being the econo­
mi<:: unit of society must abolished." 

Of_ course this does not mean that we want to abolish the family. 
On the c ontrary , we wan~ to establish it as a genuine social unit, 
based upo n true equality between the sexes and proletarian love , 
not one based on the inequality and domestic slavery that is 
enforced by class society. 

me.ri...t-..!l2t illusions of true e~l­
.i ty _unde bourgeois rule, mus.t 
guide the struggle for women's 
emancipation. 

The period during which bour­
geois reformism could lead the 
women •·s movement in any direction 
other than retreat and capitula­
tion is long over. The hollowness 
o f the conference still-born in 
Houston is evidence o f that. The 
women's movement today is an in­
seperable part of world socialist 
revolution and demands proletari­
an leadership. 

We can sum up our concrete ex­
perience on that score. 

The spontaneous resistance and 
militancy which marked the rising 
women's movement of the 1970's 
in some part shook at the founda­
tions of the imperialist system. 
Its birth took place during the 
s truggle for national liberation 
in the ghettos of the US and in 
the fields of Indochina; in turn 
it gave support . to these strug­
gles. Unity ~as built between a 
number of US women's groups and 
the Vietnamese Women's Union. 
Massive anti-imperialist demon­
strations led by women and people 
of oppressed nationalities rang 
throughout this country, which 
was marked as early as the late 
1960's when thousands of women 
marched in the Jeanette Rankin 
Brigade in Washington,DC in pro­
test to the Indochina war. Women 
were increasingly taking up their 

own emancipation as one which was 
intractably tied to the elimina­
tion of the imperialist s y stem. 

While conducted on the basis of 
anti-imperialism the women's 
movement was vigorous and on the 
o f fensive; as Houston demonstra­
ted, -under the influence and con­
trol of the bourg e o isie, it is 
powerl ess and in retreat. 

A women's movement taking as 
its source the class and national 
oppression of women as well as 
their sex oppression, a women's 
movement closely connected with 
the struggle of the oppressed 
nationalities and of the working 
class, a women's movement mobil­
izing righteous anger against the 
conditions imposed on warn n by 
capitalism, a woman's movement 
linked to the struggle of the op­
pressed nations and people of the 
world against imperialist hege­
monisrn, only such a movement will 
take the women of America to the 
stree'ts in the thousands and tens 
and hundreds of thousands to 
change the face of US society. 

This demands the militant init­
iative of communists and working 
women. Only the perspective of 
proletarian, not bourgeois, lead­
ership can release the tremendous 
revolutionary potential of the 
women's movement and create the 
basis for the masses of women 
to take the initiative in their 
struggle for equal rights. 

SENECA FALL.S CONFERENCE 
The Houston conf~rence o fficially opened with a torch lighting 

ceremony on November 18th following a marathon run of two thousand 
miles from Seneca Falls New York to the Houston Coliseum. Two 
thousand women carried a lighted torch approximately one mile each 
in an effort to connect the Houston Conference with the historic 
Seneca Falls Conference held over 125 years ago. But there are 
important differences between these two conferences. 

while the Seneca Falls Declaration was couched ·in terms of 
"inalienable human rights" and patterned after the Declaration of 
Independence, the sentiment at the conference was chat the govern­
ment did not serve the interests of women. It was a protest con­
ference and a militant declaration for change. Unlike Houston, the 
Seneca Falls Convention was not even acknowledged by the bourgeoisi~ 
and received no support from the federa l government. It took place 
under conditions of strict repression of women's struggle for basic 
legal eq~ality. In its ·staunch demand for an equal place for 
women in public li fe the conference earned the respect of militant 

. and progressive women who have struggled since that time for 
women's rights. . 

In short, the Seneca Falls conference was, in spite of its 
limitations, a mil itant , vanguard protest against the degraded 
position of women in U.S. society. By contrast, the Houston Con­
ference ·was a strictly orchestrated, bourgeois reformist event 
patterned afte r a Democratic Party convention. 

It is clear that the ~psurge of the women's movement which has 
taken place in the US over the last decade is directly ~onnected 
to the development of the anti-imperialist struggle of the US 
people. In the same way the Seneca Conventiol} was direc.tly con­
.n.e cted to the involvement of women in the abolitionist movement 
to bring an end to slavery in the South. The Convention was a 
protest against the restrictions women confronted in taking up a 
militant a nd progressive role in social development. 

This points to an· important l essor.. . The strugg l e for worr.en' s 
emancipation cannot be isolated f rom the resistance o f oppressed 
classes and people to oppression. There is no such thing as "fem­
inist neutrality" in the struggle ~o realize the demccratic aspira­
tions of women. Today wom~n's struggle for emancipation is a 
component part of the world proletarian socialist revolution. 
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LEFT~CENTER from p. l 

tending all other forms of 
strugg le." 

Who makes up the "left" and whc 
makes up the "center"? According 
to the revisionist party, all 
those who want to bring about 
basic reform make up the "le ft". 
These are the socialists and 
" communists" like the CPUSA. The 
"Center" is made up of "indepen­
dent minded workers and progress­
ives" who constitute an opposi­
tion , but who still work within 
t he framework of capitalism and de 
not yet see the need for social­
ism . In an ar ticle in the October 
issue of POLITICAL AFFAIRS , Geor ge 
Meyers described the new emerging 
center as t hose ·in the top leve l 
of the AFL-CI O b urea ucracy who 
are developing "effective opposi­
tion to the Meany leadership ' s 
reactionary policies ... " It in­
cludes those who "have spoken out 
in favor of detente and trade with 
the Soviet Union" , and is a ll 
encompassing enough to include the 
UE , Winpisinger of the IAM, the 
leadership of the Meat Packers and 
Oil , Chemical and Atomic Workers 
uni ons, Balano i f and Sadlowski in 
steel, etc. The Center, we are 
told, "rejects the close ti e s 
with the anti-labor military in­
dustrial complex and the CIA. It 
sees the need for alliances with 
other sections of the population 
•.• movements for Black liberation, 
women's equality, protection of 
ecology, a greater degree of po­
litical independence,~ and 
so forth. 

In other words, the real pur­
pose and content of the left­
center coalition is to subordin­
ate the working class to a refor­
mist trend in the trade union 
movement. This is what the 
central task of the revisionist 
party amounts to. 

HISTORY OF LEFT-CENTER UNITY 

The historical roots of the 
left-center coalition can be 
found in the period of the world 
wide struggle against fascism. 
During this period, marked by 
Dimitrov's report to the VII Con­
g ress of the Comitern and the 
anti-fascist Second World War, 
the united front against fascism 
gave correct orientation to revo­
l utionaries the world over. Com­
munists struggled for unity with 
all segments of the working class, 
including the various social dem­
ocratic parties who had been 
bitterly and correctly opposed i n 
an earlier period. In his report 
to the VII Congress,Dimitrov said: 

"The Communist International 
attaches no conditions to unity 
of action except one, and that 
an elementary condition accepta­
ble for all workers, vis that 
the unity of action be directed 
against fascism, against the 

' offe nsive of capital, against He 
the threat of war, against the 
class enemy." 

Thus the struggle for le-ft­
center uni ty under the direction 
of the CI during the anti-fascist 
struggle was a basic element of · 
revolutionary stra te_gy . 

On the other hand, with the 
defeat of the fascist powe rs i n 
the Second World War, a new 
period with new tasks confronted 
Communist parties around the 
world, including the CPUSA. Alli­
ances correct for the anti-fascist 
struggle could not be dogmatically 
applied in new conditions. A 
revolutionary strategy following 
the war ·required preparation for 
the overthrow of us imperialism. 
The focus of the US party's main 
blow in this period, therefore , 
had to be directed against the 
parties of compromise and concili­
ation with imperialism. Left­
center unity could no longer pro­
vide basic orientation to a revo­
lutionary party. In· a new situ­
ation it meant instead liquida­
tion of the party's vanguard role. 

-But in s umming up this period, 
the revisionists do not under­
stand that the collapse of the 
unity of the left and the center 
was an inevitable product of a 
decisive historic turn. 

• •.• Left Center unity was 
one of the first victims of the 
Cold War ... Widespread circula­
tion was given to the false 
charge that the 'Communists 
control the unions• ... Trade 
union leaders from the local 
union level to the very top 
were forced to demean themsel veE 
by signing affidavits denying 
Communist Party membership or 
adherence, under~threat of 
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tive year prison sentences. At 
first the Left and Center re­
mained firm in the face of this 
vicious anti-labor onslaught. 
Then the Center began wavering. 
It finally collapsed with CIO 
President Phillip Murray lead­
ing an ignominious retreat. 
With the left temporarily 
prostrate, the Center turned to 
Right-wing elements in the 
trade union movement. Instead 
of an ally of the Left, the 
Center became a captive of 
the Right." 

The isolation of the party during 
t he post war and McCarthy period 
wa s not an inevitable result 
however. Instead it was, among 
o ther things, a necessary p roduct 
of the i,:>a rty 's pathetic effor.t to 
perpetuate a policy of unity witn 
the center which now meant reli­
ance on a policy of compromise 
with imperialism . 

The same is true today . Re­
v iving the left-center coalition 
shows the full consolidation of 
the CPUSA on the basis of re­
visionism and exposes its role as 
one of the main social props of 
imperialism. The left-ce~ter 
coalition is a means to strengthen 
the influence of monopoly capita­
lism on the workers movement and 
to liquidate the leading r o le of 
a vanguard party. The degree to 
which this formulation still in­
fluences our movement shows our 
failure to achieve a complete 
ideological victory over opportun­
ism. 
AN ATTACK ON COMMUNIST 
WORJ< IN THE TRADE UNIONS 

It is important to speak speci­
fically to the open attack on 
Marxist-Leninist trade union work 
reflected in the policies of the 
CPUSA's left-center coalition. 

First of all, the left-center 
coalition is a policy o f reform­
ism rather than a revolutionary 
policy to guide the proletariat in 
the seizure of state power. It 
attempts to confine our struggle 
to one for trade union demands, 
such as greater union democracy,· 
and pretends that the battle for 
such demands will lead automati­
cally to higher stages of struggle, 
As Winston puts it: 

"The fact is that the wider 
democratic struggle will cor­
respondingly increase mass 
anti-monopoly consciousness to 
the point of realizing the 
necessity for socialism in 
our country." 

· There couldn't be a better 
example of the rotten theory of 
stages criticized by Lenin in 
WHAT IS TO BE DONE: political 
tasks are restricted to what is 
immediatley palatable to the 
broad masses involved,in struggle 
with the expectation that this 
will spontaneously raise their 
level of class consciousness. 

The most blatant e xample of the 
reformist character of the left- · 
cen ter coalition is its open r e­
nunciation of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, Winston describes 
this in a pitiful manner. 

"If you refer to our 21st 
Convention documents you will 
note that we do not use the 
·words 'dicta torship o f the 
proletariat'. The truth is 
that some 59 Communist Parties 
in the world do not use the 
language, but they maintain the 
concept of working class leade:r>­
ship of the anti-monopoly 
movement and also in the fight 
for socialism." 

What is "working class leadership" 
or "the fight for socialism" 
without the dictatorship of the 

· proletariat?! Contrary to re­
visionism, orthodox Marxism­
Leninism knows there is no such 
thing. 

Overall the policies of the 
left-center coalition are an 
effort to reduce our tasks to 
fighting for shallow reforms and 
detente . 

Second, the left-center 
coalition seeks to strengthen the 
leadership of the reformists and 
revisionists over the unions. 
Marxism-Leninism considers the 
trade union bureaucracy agents of 
the capitalist class in the work­
ers movement and seeks to drive 
them from the unions. The left­
center coalition, on the other 
hand, does not expose, but 
strengthens the role of therefor­
mist trade union leaders and petty 
bourgeois liberals who, according 
to the CPUSA, make up the Center. 
The left-center coalition ties the 
future of the wor~~!!.g~ class to 

~ 
corrupt leaders who use rank and 
file rebellion and discontent in 
their own self serving struggles 
for power. Miller's Miners for 
Democracy and the Sadlowski cam­
paign in steel, for exampl e, are 
successes for the left-center 
coaltion according to the re­
visionists. 

Third, the left-center coali­
tion attacks the vanguard role of 
a communis t party. The role of a 
political party propagated by the 
revisionists is that of an organ­
ization bargaining for influence 
rather than fighting for leader­
ship of al l aspects of trade union 
and popular struggles. This 
tailist conception of the rela­
tionship of part y to trade union 
leadership is reflected in how 
the CPUSA sums up the '30 's. In 
the article mentioned above , 
Meyers comments: 

"When the history of the 
1930s is properly written , it 
will show that the anti- fascist 
movements of t he working class, 
under the leadership of the 
CIO, and under the influenGe 
ofthe CPUSA brought our 
country into World War II on 
the side of anti-fascism." 
(emphasis ours) 

Marxist-Leninists want to lead 
the trade unions , not just influ­
ence t hem, and the same applies to 
all mass organizations of the 
people. I nstead of the bankrupt 
"move the trade unions to the 
left" through our "influence", we 
insist on fighting to subordinate 
the trade unions to party control! 

There i s the same attack on 
leadership in the revisionist 
view of organizational tasks in 
the class. The left-center coali­
tion wants to narrow the scope of 
this work and, in particular, to 
ignore its illegal aspect.Instead 
of Bolshevik organization, there 
is capitulation to petty bour­
geiois democracy. 

. Fo~ example, Winston discusses 
the importance of building "shop 
clubs". The word "club" is a 
carryover from the days in the 
middle forties when the party was 
liquidated into a political 
association. At that time factor7 
nuclei were liquidated a s the 
basic units of party organization 
and the style of work based on the 
factory cell, including prepara­
t i on for both legal and il legal 
struggle, was abandoned. In ex­
plaining the left-center coalition 
work today, Winston attacks those 
who would try to "quarterback" the 
work of c lub members within "mass 
organizations in general, and 
trade unions in particular. " 
Probably Winston means the CPUSA's 
" f ight for socialism" is easier 
than a football game and there is 
no need for a proletarian party 
to lead. But every class con­

•scious worker will recognize in 
this attack on "quarterbacking" 
a revisionist attack on the t erms 
of proletarian organization and 
leadership on the shop floor 
which panders to every kind of 
petty bourgeois prejudice about 
participatory democracy . . 

Fourth, the left-center coali­
tion belittles the tremendous 
reserve of advanced workers in 
this coun try and justifies the re­
vis ionist r efusal to take up the 
task of winning them to the path 
of revolution. Instead of winning 
the vanguard to communism and re­
lying on the class conscious 
vanguard to win over the masses, 
the CPUSA unites with the trade 
union secretary and relies on 
these forces to mobili ze t he class 
for mediocre reforms and mild 
bourgeois schemes. Some of these 
"advanced elements ", Winston brags 
wil l " figh t for the nationaliza­
tion of industries, with boards 

· composed of labor and other 
social strata. Anct, there are 
some who even go beyond this." 
Imagine! Even beyond this!! How 
bold and daring!! These workers, 
he assures us, will make the fac­
tories a base for "democracy and 
peace". How petty and puny!! The 
Leninist party we need to lead the 
US proletariat will make factories 
our fortresses for working class 
dictatorship and class war!!! 

The fact is that anyone who 
has worked in a factory for a 
month knows that there are num­
erous kinds of "socialists, in­
dependent minded workers and 
progressives" with all kinds of 
theories who misrepresent the 
objectives of class struggle and 
whose opportunism is an important 
influence keeping advanced work­
ers from Marxism-Leninism. These 
are the "advanced elements" the 

.. =-/. CPUSA wants to win to its Cvaii-
tion. Unfortunately, our own 
movement has too frequently 
tailed or linked up with these 
same elements and become side­
tracked from the task of winning 
genuine vanguard elements who 
can be won to taking fu ll respon­
sibility for the program of 
orthodox Marxism-Leninism. 

Finally , the propagation of the 
left- center coalition by the 
CPUSA represents an effort by the 
revisionist party to lay a founda­
tion in the trade unions for the 
formation "of a reformist labor 
party . Another article from the 
October issue of PDLITICAL AFFAIR~ 
quotes Gus Hall , Chairman of 
the CPUSA : 

"The idea of a new , mass 
people ' s party received a 
positive response wheneve r it 
was discussed . . .. The time has 
come to stop just talking about 
it, and to begin to bring to­
gether those forces which are 
ready to take some initiat-ive 
in this direction . " 

The effort to form such a party 
at this time will be an effort 
_to imbue the working class with 
the reformism of electoral poli ­
tics in a period of revolutionary 
upsurge and preparation for inter-. 
imperialist war . 

In preparing the condi tions 
for the revolutionary ov.erthrow 
of our bourgeoisie, a vanguard 
US Marxist-Leninist party must 
focus its ma in blow at the par­
ties of compromise and concilia­
tion with imperialism. Winning 
an ideological victory over 
opportunism means unmasking worth· 
less distortions of orthodox 
Marxism-Leninism, like the · 
CPUSA's left-center coalition. 

PHILIPPINE LEAIER fran p.3 
In this book Si son clearly identified 

the central task of the Philippine "revo­
lution which was "the overthrow of lS im­
perialism, feudalism and bureaucratic ca­
pitalism, the seizure of political [)CM& 

and its consolidation . Our purpose is to 
liberate the Filipino nation fran foreign 
q,pression and also the great masses o f 
the Filipino people, especially the peas­
antry, fran feudal oppression". Under Si­
son's l eadership the Party not only ex­
posed the dangers presented by lS iltper­
ialism to the Filipino nation, but also 
the dangers of Soviet social-i.nperialism. 

More recently Sison made another theo­
retical contribution to the Philippine 
revolution with his brilliant analysis of 
Philippine econanic, political, cultural 
and geograrirical conditions in his "Spe­
cific Characteristics of Our People's 
War". 'Ihis work, whidi sumied up the ac­
curulated experience of the NPA in the 
five years following martial law, is of 

· special significance for providing revo­
lutionary theory for oovements fighting 
i.nperialism in small, i s l and countries 
with no friendly lxlrders. 

Because of his great theoretical cxm­
tributi ons, together with his practical 
leadership of the armed struggle, Jose 
Maria Sison stands as the forerrost revo­
lutionary leader in the Philippine revo­

·lution. Because of his great contribu­
tions, his arrest , while a setback, will 
.not in any way destroy the revolution. 
Based on the correct orientation and col­
lecti~ leadership of the Party, the re­
volutionary ooverrent will continue to 
make great strides forward against IB im­
perialist a:mination, social illperialist 
intrigue , and against the feudal and bu­
reaucrat capitalist class forces that 
stand as a barrier to the social emanci­
pation of the Filipino masses. 

As a Filipino revolutionary wrote in 
a peen in 1950: 

"Our leaders are the fruit of a plant, 
Whose seed was anong the people. 
'!be people are a rid! soil. 
What does not grow am:ng the people? 

And in this climate of heat, 
'!hat is a revolutionary period, 
Will not the fruits be in profusion?" 

It is the proletarian internationalist 
duty of all merrbers of the US revolution­
ary nnvement to take up the struggle for 
the release of Jose Maria Sison and other 
political prisoners in the Philippines. 
Iecently the Marcos goverrinent oondenned 
to death the head of the NPA, Bemabe 
Buscayno (krown as cannaooer Dante) , Lt. 
Victor corpus, a military officer in the 
Marcos army "*1o led a rebellion and join­
ed the NPA and Senator Beningno Aquino, 
a leader of the parliairentcv:Y opposition 
to the MaraJs regi.Jre. We nust vigorously 
protest the torture and abuse afflicted 
upon these and other prisooers. 'lhe debt 
of blood created by the torture and llllr­

der of revolutionaries in the Philippines 
will certainly be repaid in full. With 
every arrest, the CPP, the NPA and the 
resistance IIDVelle\t in · general xeplenish­
es its ranks: for every people's soldier 
it nurders, ten 111):re arise; for every ac­
tivist captured, blenty 111):re take their 

, place. 
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their p rojected goals this year , 
the Bureau of Mines reported in 
August t hat coal production was 
3.6% higher this year t han laat-­
this while miners have lost their 
health care coverage. 

MINERS NE ED WILDCATS 

Both the UMW leaders and the 
BCOA are portraying wildcats 
as irrational acts of a younger 
generation of miners. During t he 
last wildcats, they continually 
said that the miners were hurt­
ing themselves by staying out . 
But wildcats are in fact the only 
weapon the miners have to fight 
for their inte rests when the 
union itself refused to fight 
for them . The wildcats t h e past 
few years have been over basic 
and important issues - he alth and 
safety issues , the right to 
strike ove r those issues, and the 
cutbacks in health care . If 
wildcats harm production, it is 
the r es pon s ibility of th e coal 
operators, not the min e rs who 
foug h t back against the ir e x­
p l o i t a tion . 

The milita ncy o f th e rank a nd 
fil e ha s bec ome a major issue in 
the coa l industry . The c oal 
operators wa nt to s ee tthe wild­
ca ts end and want the UMW leaders 
to g ua r antee that t hey can con­
tro l their me mbe rs. Joseph P . 
Bre nna n, ores ident of the BCOA, 
s a id recen t l y t ha t " The single 
mos t signif i cant issue is that of 
labo r s t a bility ... It is the 
b a s i c p r e mis e o f a national a g ree­
ment that o nc e a contract is sign­
ed and rat i fi e d there will neith­
er b e st~ppages ca lle d a t any 
level of the union , local, dis ­
trict or international--nor will 
there by a ny wildcat strikes." 
He has also emphasized that the 
" BCOA will demand the right to 
operate our mines during a con­
tract term without the constant 
debilitating imprint of the wild­
cat. This is our due. It is 
something gi ve n by a labor union 
in every other industry and it 
must be forthcomin g to us ." 

Miller a g rees with the BCOA 
that wildcats should be stopped , 
but he is having difficulty con­
tro lling his membershi p for the 
coa l ope ra t ors. Jn fac , h e is 
havi n<:3 trouble even holding onto 
hi s o f fice. In Jun e he ba r e l y 
won re-election i n a clo s e three 
way race--he on ly go0t 39 % of t he 
vo t e . If the anno unc e me nt of th e 
c utbacks in the Hea lth a nd Pen ­
sion Funds h adn ' t been he l d of f 
unt i l after the elec t ion , he 
p r o b a b ly would have lost . Lee 
Roy Pa t terson , who opposed Miller 
in the election , is one of t he 
old Boyle administration and he 
has s upporf of 3/4 of t he I nter ­
nationa l Execu t ive Board . But 
more impor ta n t t han t he f a c t ion­
al i n-fig hting a mong the bure au-

crats, none of whom really repre­
sents the interests of the work­
ers , is the lack of support Miller 
now has a mong the rank and f i le. 
He came into office with a mili ­
tant image in 1972 as part of the 
Miners For Democracy movement . 
That movement was able to win 
some ma j or gains in union demo­
cracy including the ratification 
of contracts by the rank and file 

taken up the demand to end the 
connection between benefi ts and 
production that fundamentally 
undermines the right to strike. 

Because of the pressure of the 
rank and file, Miller can't 
come out completely against wild­
cats. So h e 's proposing to add 
to the no- strike clause of the 
1974 contract a prov ision that 
union locals could strike over 
local issues with the approval 
of the majority of their member­
ship . But the coal operators 
have refused this proposal calling 
it just a " gimmick " and saying 
that even the majority vote pro­
vision wouldn ' t stop wildcats . 
The BCOA instead wants the union 
officers to get tougher with · 
t heir members suspending or 
fini ng individual miners and· 
suspending local autonomy if 
necessary to force miners to use 
arbitration instead of strikes 
over grievances . 

IS UNION BUSTING THE ISSUE? 

In a desperate attempt to con ­
trol the militancy of the rank 

"and file , Miller is now raising 
that the crucial issue is to 
save the union itself - a typical 
ploy of trade union bureaucrats 
to try to rally workers to their 
sold-out leadership . The mine 
workers have been able to win a 
national contract which could be 
a powerful weapon . Miller is 
calling on UMW members to "stand 
united and strong" to defe nd 
that national agreement and to 
prevent the mine owners from 
using their "combined economic 
and political strength to bear 
against local units of miners" to 
cut wage rates, reduce benefits 
and impose different contract 
expiration dates . He points to 
statements by Brennan that the/ 
union is "weak and divided " and 
that the operators and unions 
have "one more real shot " at a 
national contract . "I f it 
doesn't work, then you have a 
vacuum and vacuu111s tend to get 
filled. " But the coal operators 
don't really want to break the 
union . In fact , they have said 
that they want to emphasize the 
"importance o f a strong union . " 
What they prefer is a strong 
union leadership, like the old 
days of John L. Lewis, that 
could control the membe r s . The 
c ruci a l issue in the UMW today 
is not whether mi ner s wil l b e 
repre s e nted by a union but whe the r 
they wi ll be r ep r e sented by a 
unio n that co l laborat es with t n e 
coal c o mpanies o r fight s f o r the 
i nte r e sts of the mine worke rs. 

Bren nan h i mself is a n e xamp l e 
of t h e c l ose wo rk i ng r e l ationship 
between the UMW bu r eaucrats and 
the coal operators . Son of a 
UMW district president , he 
for mer l y worked for t he UMW . He 
was di r ec t or of t h e UMW research 
department and was involved in 
t he 1971 contract negotiations . 
Then in 1973 he fo~mally went to 
work for the coal operators 
joining the National Coal Assoc­
ia t ion and in 1975 going to work 
for the BCOA--where he is now 
president. 

Even before the strike began , 
Miller revealed the treachery of 
hi s class collaboration " leader­
sh ip". During contract nego­
tia tio ns he announced publicly 
t hat during a strike all the 
me d ical and death benefits would 
be c ut off a nd the pensions of re­
tire d miners would also be re­
duced . This is an espec ially 
hard b l ow to t he miners who h ave 
had their s avings draine d i n th e 
recent wildcats. Me anwhile, 
Miller has hired a publ i c r e la­
tions firm , the same one that 
does work for the AFL-CIO 
and the steelworkers union, to 
try to bols·ter the union's 
public image--as if that would 
win a good contract! 

The coal industry is saying 
that they are prepared for this 
strike with high reserves, a 
weak market and the expectations 
that non-UMW miners can supply 
the coal to replenish their re­
serves. (50 % of the coal today 
compared with 70% a decade ago, 
is produced by non-UMW miners.) 
Electric power stations and stee l 
plants, the 2 largest coal consu­
mers, have unusually h igh coal 
stockpi les--enough they say to 
last 3 months. 

However, neithe r the coal in­
dustry nor the federal govern­
ment want to see a long coal 
strike even if there are reserves 

and the election of district 
officers by the membership. The 
1974 contract negotiated by Mil ­
ler also won some significant 
gains for miners in wages a nd 
benefits includ-ing , for the first 
time, sick leave and a cost of 
living allowance. But with in­
dustry profits soaring in 1974 
Mille r could have gotten more for 
the miners. And s ince 1974 Miller 
h as again and again proven to the 
miners that he will not fight for 
them . The cuts in the Health and 
Pension Funds, were onl~ the lat­
est . example. Miller has ' never· ,,.,.1mough to ,supply -cuirent coal 

' 

needs . This is because an im­
portant part of Carter's energy 
plan is to increase production 
and use coal as part of re­
ducing US dependence on foreign 
oil . He is responding to the 
growing economic power forged 
from the unity of Third World 
countries and to the necessity 
to prepare for war with the 
Soviet Union. His olan calls for 
increasing coal production from 
665 million tons this year to 
1 billion tons by 1985 and for 
switching industry to coal a s a 
source of 32% of its energy needs. 
The Government Accounting Office 
est imates that to meet these 
increased demands it will be nec ­
essary to open between438 and 825 
new mines, recruit and train 
531,600 new miners (currently 
there are 208 ,000 miners) and 
invest $26 . 7 to 45 . 5 billion in 
new capital. The bourgeoisie 
intends to make the working 
class pay for increased coal pro­
duction and use with tax breaks 
for industry to finance the ex­
pensive conversion to coal , loan 
guarantees for coal companies to 
finance increased production , 
h igher prices on manufactured 
goods, and overlooked environ­
mental standards for coal-burn­
ing plants. Moreover, it intends 
to increase production with in­
tensification of labor. The 
coal operators say that to meet 
the increased demands and to 
attract capital to open ne w mine s , 
they must have a "stable" work 
force and increase the produc­
tivity of their workers which 
they say is limited by absentee­
ism , wildcats , the Coal Mine and 
Safety Act of 1969 and wage agree­
ments with the UMW. 

Until negotiation s broke off, 
the federal government said it 
wouldn't ge:t L1voived in the 
coming miners strike. The Sec­
cretary of Labor Marshall adml t ­
Led that he had oeen watching che 
situation very closely but that 
"the Laoor Department has no in ­
tention of intervening in col­
lective bargaining wh ich is the 
way to s o lve the proble ms in 
the coal industry ." But we know 
that this claim of neutrality is 
empty for the government always 
acts to protect the interests 
of th b urgeoisie. Mo reover , 
t he importance o f c oal to Carter' s 
En e r gy p lans ma ke it unlike l y 
t he gover nme nt wou ld not i nter­
vene . After con tract talk s we r e 
ca ll e d off, the f ede ral govern­
me nt did step in a s a "me di a tor " 
and is try ing t o ger. ne qoti a t i ons 
going again . Moreover , a task 
force of several f e dera l aq e nc ies 
has al~eady been planning for a 
protracted UMW strike . One 
option they are considering is a 
str ike stopping Taft Har t l ey 
injunction . Ano th er wo u ld b e t o 
use a 1950 defens e act which gi ves 
the President he power to seize 
surplus coal and ship it to areas 
where it was needed . An official 
of the Federal Preparedness 
Administrat1on said in defense of 
this possible government action , 
"It ' s not strike breaking; it ' s 
action taken in the national 
interest. " Of course , the " nat­
ional interest " in this case 
coincides with that of the coal 
~ompanies and not with the in ­
terests of t he wor k ~ng clas~. 

MINERS' STRIKE TO BE "A SCHOOL 
OF WAR" 

We know for certain that the 
mipers~ strike will be a signi fi­
cant class battle with important 
lessons to be learned by the min­
ers and the work±ng class as a 
whole. The dontradiction between 
the economic and political inter­
ests of the miners on the one hand , 
and the interests of the capital­
ists and their political represen­
tatives in the government and the 
working class movement on th~ oth­
er ha nd , has become acute. On the 
one hand there is the recent sharp 
attack on the livelihood of the 
miners and their need to regain 
and improve upon what was lost. On 
the o~her hand there is the mine­
owners ' need for an increased rate 
of profit in the present economic 
crisis and the intolerance the 
government will take toward dis­
rupted coal production while coal 
is so vital as an energy source in 
this time of superpower war prepa­
rations. The bourgeois state, the 
capitalists and the trade unio n 
bureaucrats will line up on one 
side, and the miners in thei r 
thousands on the o the r . 

' 
, 

'~ ,' .f\ ,, 
I , 

' 
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Strikes are "a school of war" as 
Lenin explained in "On Strikes" . 
In the .upcoming strike the min e rs 
will face a stubborn- - and powe r­
ful - -enemy i n the mine - owning mon­
opoly capitalists which will test 
the mettle of their endurance and 
fighting capacity and the ability 
of their trade union to serve as 
an e ff e ctive fighting org anization 
in a sharp economic struggle. Th e 
majority of miners will be further 
convinced of the complete hosti li­
ty and antagonism that exists be ­
tween their class interests and 
the clas · nterests of the capita 
ists a nd the state that defends 
the capitalis t s' inte r e sts, a nd 
the c omplete bankrup tcy o f t h e 
class co llabora t ionist leade r s h ip 
o f the trade union bure auc rats. 
Th e ir c o nsc iousness o f the need tc 
b ri ng genu i ne worki ng c l ass lead­
e rsh ip t o their un ion wi l l be 
stre ng the ned, 

The mineworkers know that coal 
production is increasingly tied 
to the political intere s ts of the 
capital i st class as a whole and 
that t he state will intervene with 
feroc\tY to defend these political 
interests . At the present time 
even the defense of the miners ' 
economic interests requires a pol ­
itical s t ruggle . It 1s the job of 
communists to bring to he fertile 
ground created by this class bat-
le the lesson that the working 

class can wage political struggle 
only under the leadership of an 
independent vanguard political 
party of the proletariat , a ew 
communist party . 

The Workers Cong r ess (ML ) is a 
multi - national communist o r ganiza­
tion whfch takes Ma r xism- Leninism­
Mao Ts e tun g Thoug ht a s the th eor­
eti c a l b asis g uiding i t s th inking . 
Wh i l e we i n tend t o di scuss q ue s­
tions from our own de f inite point 
o f vi e w, in stri v ing to build THE 
COMMUNIST as an instrument f or the 
Le ninist trend , we call o n all 
Marxist -Leninists and revolution­
ary workers to join with us and 
contribute correspondence of fac­
tory and political exposures , the 
trade union struggle , the democra ­
tic struggles for national liber­
ation and for the emancipation of 
women, etc. 

Subscribe to 
THE COMMUNl$T 

Subscription rates to THE 
COMMUNIST are $4.25 per year . The 
paper is published every two weeks 
Please make checks or money orders 
payable to : WORKERS CONGRESS 

The WC(ML) can be contacted at: 
WC - POB 1297 ~ -C,t)ic_a 90, _Ill . 60690 

Subscribase a 
EL COMMUt41STA 

EL COMUNISTA se publica separado 
en espanol. $4.25 por ano . Favor 
de extender su cheque or giro 
postal a favor de WORKERS CONGRESS 

Congreso de Obreros 
POB 11713 
Los Angeles, Ca. 90111 
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·nie followi~ - ,..icle introduces the 1-t)rkers ccngress' 
panphlet: "'lliE M.l'\IN BI.01 IN '!HE PR&5ENI' HIS'IORIC PERIOD". 

'1he panphlet is available from the Workers Congress (ML) , 
PO Box 1297, Chicago, Illinois 60690, for 50¢ a copy. 
********************************************************** 

The articles on th'e "main blow" reprinted in 
this pamphlet have a particular importance for 
movement at this time. As Huang Hua, the _ 
Chairman of the Chinese delegation to the UN, 
pointed out in a sreech to the General Assem):>ly 
on September 29, we are in .a new historic period 
--the period of struggle against superpower 
hegemonism. For Marxist-Leninists, it is impos- . 
sible to get a grasp of any historic period with­
out understanding the focus of revolutionary 
strategy at that time--that is, without under­
standing the direction -of the main blow. This 
is generally true. 

More particularly, errors on the main blow re­
flect an underlying failure to grasp the specific 
features of a historic period. As Stalin writes 
in a passage reprinted he.re at p. 22, "a strategic 
plan suitable for one Beriod of history, which 
has its own features, cannot be suitable for 
another period of history, which has entirely 
different specific features." At this time, 
errors on the main blow reflect a fundamental · 
failure to grasp firmly Chairman Mao Tsetung's 
great strategic concept of the three worlds . 

The importance of this point cannot be over­
estimated. A sharp attack has come forward in 
the international qonununist movement against the 
three world thesis of Chairman Mao and this 
attack has been reflected in our own movement. 
Without a doubt it is fueled b~ opportunist 
interpretations of the three world thesis. 

I 
I 

The social chGuvinist line on the main blow 
taken up in this pamphlet is ·one example of that. 
The Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) (CPML) 
(formerly the Organizi ng COITUT\ittee of the 
October League, the OL/OC) calls for us to direct 
our main blow internationally against the USSR 

THE MA~ BLOW 
IN THE PR.ESENT 
HISTORIC PERIO_O 

TW-O ARTICLES FROM 
THE COMMUNIST · 

including selections from Stalin: 
CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF STRATEGY AND 

TACTICS OF THE RUSSIAN COMMUNIST 
and 

OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND TACTICS 1---------------------------1 
correct to call the Soviet · Union the more danger­
ous . of the two superpowers. As a ~esult they are 
unable to expose in a theoretically convincing · , 
way the chauvinism of the CP(ML) ' s position ori 
the focus of revolutionary strategy in the pres­
ent historic period. Their attempt to show that 
the two superpowers are equally dangerous falls 
short of its mark. 

period" raised by Huang Hua in h . ,N speech. In 
the excerpts reprinted, Stalin c ' ly explains 
the .relationship between a historic turn, a 
historic per+od, the main enemy and the main 
blow. These passages also make clear the 
distinction between the main blow of the party 
of the proletariat and the main blow of t~e 
working class and its allies. Failure to make 
this distinction has added mud to waters already 
clouded by theoretical confusion. 

Notice that a historic period is not equiva­
lent to the Marxist-Leninist conceptcif an epoch 
or an era. We are still in the era of imperial­
ism and proletarian revolution. But as Chairman 
Mao points out in ON CONTRADICTION, the process 
of the dev~lopment of a thing goes through a 
number of stages, each of which is marked by its 
particular features. Decisive developments in 
th.e era of imperialism and proletarian revolu­
tion reflect historic turns which demarcate 
historic periods. The present stage (historic 
p~riod) in the devel9pment of the era of imper­
ialism and proletarian revolution is character­
ized by three factors which in their development 
constitute a fundamental historic turn. These 
factors are: (1) the restoration of capitalism 
in the USSR and the disintegration of the soci al·· 
ist camp; · (2) . the decline of US imperialism and 
the disintegration of the Western imperialist · 
camp; (3) the rise of the Third World. It is 
these changes, summed by Chairman Mao in his 
theory of the three worlds and which reflect the 
development of all the basic contradictions of 
the contemporary era, that are the basis for 
understanding the international situation today. 

On this foundation, a revolutionary proletar-

only. Objectively this is a social chauvinist To call both superpowers the same danger to 

~an party in the US, genuinely built according 
to the revolutionary theory and strle of 
Marxism-Leninism, must call for ti"\€ broadest 
united front internationally against the hege­
monism of the two superpowers based on the unity 
of the revolutionary movement in this country 
with the socialist countries and with the prole­
tariat and oppressed people and nations through­
out the world and with the third world countries 
and all countries subjected to aggression, inter­
ference or threats of superpower hegemonism , as line which plainly contradicts the strategy of the same degree and to the same extent is wrong 

a united front against the hegemonism. of both from the point of view of dialectical method 
superpowers. It is consistent only with a - strete- and shows a failure to make a concrete analysis 

a component part and the main content of the 
united front against imperialism in this period. 

gi c plan which takes the USSR as the principal f changes which have taken place in world 
enemy, calls for a united front against Soviet affairs. The history of two imperialist wars 
social imperialism and in the end reduces the teaches us to pay close attention to the uneven 
first world tc · t he USSR alone. development of the· relationshi p of force between 

· the imperialist great · powers. These differences 
THE ATTACK ON ONE ERROR COVERS ANOTHER can only be resolved by force . To abandon the 

law o f uneven development makes it impossible to 
trace concretely the develo pment of these 
factors which must sooner or later give rise 

As we said in our article "Stalin on the Main 
Blow", "The relatively greater danger to 
imperialist war posed by the USSR has not 
brought an end to this historic period and does 
not make a new historic turn where the USSR is 
alone the prinicipal ,nemy of world r evolution." 

Attacking the social chauvinist character 
this line has provided excellent cover for 
opportunist forces in our movement to conceal 
their own errors. 

of 
DIRECT THE MAIN BLOW AGAINST BOTH SUPERPOWERS 

to impe~iali.st war. 

For example , a number of US ·Marxist-Leninist 
organizations have taken up the line that both 
superpowers represent the same danger to the 
same extent in order t o polemicize against the 
CP (ML)' s opportunist stand on the main blow . · 
Instead of preserving what is correct and ex­
posing what i s incorrect , they use the cover of 
what is incorrect to attack what is correct. 

The debate , therefore, conducted within such 
narrow limits, has led only to confus ion . One 
strategic plan leads to social c h auvinism; the 
other belittles the danger of imperialist war . 
Neither is capabl e of mobilizing US working 

The main blow is the main direction a p r ole­
tarian movement must take in a given historic 
period. It is the main foc us of a strategic 
plan sui tab l e to the specific features of a 
particular historic period. 

a nd oppressed peop l e Ln a complex i n ternational 
situation . 

Huang Hua said : "We are now in a new period- ­
the period of struggle against superpower 
hegemonism." 

STALIN'S TEXTS ON THE MAIN BLOW 

Specifically, these forces fail to point out-­
as we have done in this pamphlet--why it is 

The texts from Stalin d iscussed h ere p rovide 
important background to t h e concept of " historic 

There can b e no doubt . In the oresent histori.c 
period we must direct 'our main blow against the 
hegemonism of both superpowers.--

SADAT CONCESSIONS from p . 3 

SUPERPOWERS SEEK ADVANTAGE CY The Arab and Palestinian peoples 
strugg l e against the · rsrael Zion ­
~ and t heir superpower support-

war of annihilation against our ers h~ d p rogressed onl on the ba-
Ara b people and nation." Th.e PLO sis of j oint political and milit-
held large demonstrations in pro- ary act1.v1.ty . Sa clat's tri a nd 
test . At a ral ly held on November subsequ~nt actions ha ve jeo,Pii r-
20 in the Martyr ' s Cemetery in qized ch a t uni ty an~ the t.wv 
Bierut ' s Shatila refugee camp , Ar- superpowers , the US and USSR, in 
afat declared , "From this sacred their attempts to meddle in the 
place which embraces the best sons affairs of the Middle East. 

masses in occupied Jerusalem that The problems in the Middle East 
occupied Jerusalem wil l only be can only be resolved by the peop-

of the Arab nation , I say to the l 
regained through blood and strug- le o~ th~t region and not through 
gle and not thr o ugh capitulation outside interfe r e nce by the 
and kneeling" . world' s largest imperi~lis t pow-

. ers . Necessarily , by failing to 
_Syria criticized the visit in 

t he UN and Libya , whi c h had just 
recen tly es t ablished full diploma­
tic relations with Egypt, broke 
o ff all relations a nd called for 
a boycott of Egypt . Sadat's f or­
eign minister , Ismail Fahmy, · r e­
signed i n protest of the trip , and 
the man appointed to fill his pos­
ition also r esigned hours later . 
The Cairo-based "Voice of Pales­
tine " radio s tati~n was ordered 
closed by the Egyptian government 
after it aired criticisms of Sad­
at's trip, and leading Palestinian 
representatives were ordered to 
leave Egypt. 

' ff:'\ The isolation of E t i n the 
~ Arab coiii'iiiun i ty has been furthered 

by Sadat's call for a pre-Geneva 
peac e conference in Cairo to which 
Israel was invited with no pre­
conditions for negotiati ons. · I 

\

appears that apart ' from Egypt 
there will be a complete Arab boy 
cott of this meeting. 
. . . .. .,,,. 

Egypt's invitation to . Israel · 
was mad~ despite Begin ' s re-

~ cent statement tJ\at ~No israeli 
delegation will negQtiate in ' any. 
way and any place with . the so­
called PLO, whether it is in Caire 
or Geneva or the moon" • . Egypt's . . · 
apparent willingness to :disregard 
the concerns of its neighbors. and 
continue with the conference is a 
sign that it is moving ahead. on 
its periJ~t.1s isolation'ist ·course. 
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rely on the unified strength of 
the Arab peoples, Sadat must tur 
to reliance on the superpowers , 
and, at this point, especially t 
US. This , however, only contrib­
utes to t h e superpowers' efforts 
to impose a "settlement " which 
would be in direct contradic tion 
to the aspirations and rights of 
the oppress 1d masses of the regio~ 

In his speech before the Knesset 
Sadat decl a r e d to Israel that, in 
regards to a peace settlement,"we 
accept all the guarantees you want 
from the two superpowers or from 
either of them ... because in return 
we shall receive the same guaran­
tees." The gµarantees he spoke to 
are some form of mutual defence 
pacts which would enable one or 
both of the superpowers · to milita­
rily intervene in the Middle East 

"in "the event. of war. Im erialist 
contention for hegemony is pr9vi-
e t e convenient cover of "set­

tling disputes or "guaranteeing~ 
'J?.eace . 

· This possibility ·represents a 
great danger to the people of the · 
Mi~dle East and of"the world. In 
Vol. I~, no.7 of THE CO~UNIST, in 
an ·:articl e entitled "EGYPT 8REAJCS 
TIES WITH THE USSR-Step Against 
Sup~rpower Intervention•, we stat­
ed, "It~will be no solution for 
Egypt's ·government to go from the 
·a~ms .of one superpower into t.he 
arms of another" . However, the 
posi ~iv~. step forward tak,en i _n. &-

/ 

·gypt' s break with the USSR has 
been followed by a step backward 
in increased collaboration with US 
imperialism. The danger of super 
power intervention is strengthened 

Both superpowers , though taking 
different routes, are seeking t o 
take advantage of the situatipn as 
much as possible . The US imperial­
ists are g lad to see the divi s i ons 
cre ated in the Arab ranks and the 
streng thened position of Israe l. 
Carter has stated that he saw t he 
visit as advancing the likelihood 
of a Geneva conference, and hypo­
critically stated that "we do h ave 
this common religious bond that a t 

' l east provides a possible avenue 
for peace i f we can remove the ob­
stacles that men create ." Carter 
would like to p retend that meta­
ghys i cs can ove~come ine~ality 
among. nations or settl e accounts 

·wi th imperialist domination. Mean·· 
while the US remains the chief 
arms-peddler in the Middle Ease, 
thriving off the no war-no peace 
climate that promises to remain if 
Egypt does negotiate independently 
with Israel. The US will be at­
tending the Cairo conference along 
with Israel and is busy -promoting 
Sadat Ly claiming that he "is 
speaking for the Arab world", even 
though it adds that the other Arab 
countries and the PLO "have not 
recognized that Egypt is speaking 
for them". It is superpower arro­
gance to "appoint" a spokesman in 
this fashion. 

The USSR is taking a different 
tack from the us. It is adopting 
the role of wolf in sheep's cloth­
ing by retending to uphold "Arab 
unit• an eman n L re resen- · 
tation. ut its stand. is sheer hy­
eocrisy . -By collaborati ng with the 
OS in the call for a Geneva confer­
ence on the basis . of UN resolutions 
~~2 a~d 338 ~ (~ call Israel also 
has ' made) it has ·already recogni- ' 
zed the state of Israel and effec­
tively denied· the rights of the 
Palestinian people. Act·ually t.he 
USSR is promoting the disunity of 

. Ar~b countries int.he hopes that 
the potential loss of Egypt to 
the Arab bloc (Eqypt had contribu-

ted significantly to t he military 
strength of the Arab countries), 
will force the other Arab coun­
tries to turn to the USSR for "as­
sistance", th us enabling it to 
further its influence and domina­
tion over them. 

ARAB UNITY STILL KEY 
In face of the present develop­

ments , the Arab countries are so­
lidifying their unity , seeking to ' 
g ather enough pressure t o prevent 
the Egyptian government from tak­
ing unilateral action with Israel . 
They are remaining firm to a prin­
cipled stand against Zionist occu­
pation of Palestine and Arab lands 
a nd in support of the PLO . They 
are putting aside di fferences, 
s uc h as the longstand ing conflict 
b e tween Iraq and Syria, in o rder 
to r einforce their unity and t heir 
strength . 

The present vacillation ·and re­
treat of ·the Egypti a n governme nt 
is a set-back to t he united Arab 
struggle against Zionist and super- . 
power aggress ion i n t he Middle 
East. It is also a s etback to the · 
entire struggle of the world's 
people against superpower hegemon­
ism and the danger of world war. 
But a setback does not mean a de­
feat. The present consolidation of 
Arab unity must .and will be 
strengthened. As the Minister of 
Information o f Syria, Ahmed Iskan­
der Ahmed recently stated, "Syria 
is keen on creating favci.rable con­
di tionii to ·realize any fotm of-
Arab unity, f or Syria always be­
lieves that the Arabs' own poten­
tial forms the basis for any Arab 
action, be it political or milita­
r y, to liberate the occupied ter­
ritories and restore the uaurped 
rights." 

Not any superpower \nterference 
or meddling, nor capitul~tion . to 
the Zionist aggressors, but on·ly 
the unified strength of_ t.he Arab 
and Palestinian peopie will guar­
an~- a pr i ncipled and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 
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