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"A communist should have largeness of mind
and he should be staunch and. active, looking
upon the interests of the revolution as his
very life and subordinating his personal in-
terests to those of the revolution; always

and everywhere he should
c;lple and wage a tireless

struggle against

adhere to prin-

all incorrect ideas and actions so as to consolidate
the collective 1life of the Party and strengthen the
ties between the Party and the masses; he should be
. more concerned about the Party and the masses than
about any individual and more concerned about otherxs
then about himself. Only thus can he be considered
a Communist.” Mao Tsetung
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MINERS PREPARE STRIKE BATTLE

Negotiations between the Unit-
ed Mine Workers of America (UMW)
and the Bituminous Coal Operators
Association (BCOA) broke off on
Nov. 25. Because the contract
expires on Dec. 6th and it takes
10 days-to ratify a contract, a
nationwide miners strike seems
certain. The contract covers
150,000 UMW members and 4,000
coal companies. Ancther 30,000
UMW members are also affected
because they work for operators
not represented by the BCOA but
who follow the pattern contract.
The current negotiations began on
Oct. 6th taking up the major
issues of refinancing the failing
UMW Health and Pension Funds and
how to deal with wildcat strikes.

HEALTH CARE CUTBACKS

The latest wildcats responded
to the announcement on June 20th
of cutbacks in health care for
miners and their families. Be-
ginning on July 1,instead of total
coverage, miners had to pay for
40% of doctors bills and the first
$250 of hospital bills. When
Miller and the International Exec-
utive Board (IEB) refused to call
a strike, 80,000 miners went out
in a 10 week wildcat. They demand-
ed that the coal companies reallo-
cmhafrnaesws vastore full medi-

This coverage was part of the
improved benefits miners won in
the 1974 contract. There are now
1974 funds health,
death, benefits for
active min and their dependents
and an older 1950 plan to cover
workers who retired before 1976.

: unlike those of other
trial unions, are still
ough assessments on
The coal companies

AN OPPORTUNIST POLICY
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cover

on

Recently the revisionist
Communist Party USA (CPUSA) un-
folded its master tactic for de-
veloping work in the spontaneous
movement--the "left-center
coalition". It is through re-
building this coalition, which has
its roots in the '30's and '40's
that the revisionists plan to

divert the deepening resistance of
the masses to the crisis of US
imperialism into channels of bour-
geois reformism. On the shop
floor, in the frade unions, in the
mass movements and in the commun—
ist movem@nt, the struggle against
opportunism demands that we expose
the slick treachery of this re-
visionist policy.

According to Henry Winston,
National Secretary of the CPUSA,
"'Left-Center unity' is a
form of the united front...
which unites Communists, social-
ists, independent minded work-
ers and progressives in soli-
darity...based on a program of
defending the fundamental
rights of the working class at

pay into the funds 82¢ for each
ton of coal mined by UMW miners
and $1.54 for each hour a member
works. The funds are administered
jointly by the union and indus-
tries. Theé trustees said in June
that the funds didn't have enough
money to continue to provide full
coverage and the cutbacks were the
only way to save the funds at all.

In response to the miners right-
eous anger about this attack on
their ability to get health care,
the union and companies put out
ghe same line--that it was the
workers' own fault the cutbacks
happened. They claim that the
funds are short of money primarily
because wildcats caused losses in
production. (For example, the
trustees say that wildcats cost
the funds almost $65 million
since December 1974.) But the
miners have pointed out many other
reasons to explain the shortages
in the Health and Pension Funds
including production cutbacks
from last winter's cold weather
and last spring's flooding, un-
derestimating the influx of new
beneficiaries, the rise in medi-
cal costs, overestimating the
number of new mines that would
open, ineligible persons using
the funds (supervisors have been -
found still usiug thelir old ‘Ihifﬂ‘
Lership carlis) 2 G- he-up and
down c;cles of the ccecal 1nduery.
(The coal industry is now exper-
iencing a decline in demand for
coal which reflects the general
crisis of imperialism and declines
industry.)

in production in U.S.
MILLER BLAMES WORKERS

Last summer, Miller told the
wildcat strikers to go back to
work saying "If you continue the
actions. you've taken, you'll get

~ GPUSA’S “LEFT-CENTER™ COALITION

the pOln‘ of production.
He writes in an article for thﬁ
August 1977 issue of POLITICAL
AFFAIRS, the "theoretical" journal

of the revisionist party:
"'Left-Center unity' is
first of all a working class
concept, which, more often than
not, comes into conflict with
the policies and practice of
the Meanys, Abels, Shankers,
etc. It is the link in the
chain capable of defeating the
alliance of the corporations
with the conservative trade
unionism of the labor bureau-
cracy."
The left-center coalition, he
argues, will prove in practice,
"that it is possible to win and
that unity will guarantee
victory and new strengths which
can make each factory a base
for democracy and peace."
sum, for the CPUSA,
"...the central task of helping
to build Left-Center unity be-
comes a pre-condition for ex-

CONTINUED ON P.6
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nothing but further misery. We
got ourselves into this position
for a number of reasons. We've
got to get the mines back to
work and get enough input to re-
store full benefits." 1In trying
to put the blame ,on the
workers, he echoed the words of
the BCOA. The coal operators
refused to reallocate funds from
the pension to the health fund
claiming it might be illegal un-
der new federal pension funds.
But more importantly, they em-
phasized that "...No cuts in
benefits would be required today
were it not for wildcat strikes...
To reallocate now would be to ask
the industry to subsidize econo-
mic wildcat strikes." Instead of
leading the miners in the fight

to pressure the coal companies

for the additional money needed
to restore full medical care, the
union leaders pretended the solu-
tion was in getting the miners

to go back to work. (Miller even
sent in armed "organizers" who
exchanged gunfire with some wild-
cat strikers.) Miller puts out
the class collaborationist line
that workers and coal operators
have a common interest in promo-
ting production. With union
leaders like Miller heading the
UMW, increased production has only
meant more profits for the coal
operators, not more wages and
benefits for the miners. Although
the coal industry won't reach

CONTINUED ON P.7

MINEWORKERS. . .PROLETARIAN FIGHTERS

HOUSTON NATIONAL WOMEN’S CONFERENCE ..

REFORMISM BLUNTS WOMEN'S STRUGGLE

Spontaneous enthusiasm for the democratic 1
coupled with frustration at the impotence of boutdu.¢
make any significant advance on the path of women's e -
cterized the National Women's Conference held in Houston
ember 18.

Thousands women attended this conference--over 10,000--from every
state to "assess the progress in assuring women full equality and to
set goals for the elimination of all barriers that block that equality!
But with Congressional sanction and $5 million in federal funding, the
Conference was dominated from beginning to end by bourgeois reformists.
Its goals were reduced to demagogic rhetoric,and real answers to the

questions raised were neither sought nor given.

The Conference, originally conceived and adopted by Oongress in 1975
as part of International Women's Year, invites comparison with the In-
ternational Women's Year Conference held in that year in Mexico City.
Third World ccuntries prevailed at that gathering in connecting the
struggle for the emancipation of women to the struggle against imperi-
alism and colonialism, and particularly against the hegemonism of the
two superpowers. The US delegation, however, carried on a bitter and
reactionary fight against this line, claiming that the struggle for wo-
men's rights was not a "political question" and that women should not
concern themselves with the oppression and exploitation of the world's
people by a few wealthy nations. Unfortunately for the thousands of wo-
men who attended the Houston gathering, it was precisely this opportu-

nist line of "feminist neutrality" that dominated the conference. The

strggglg‘for the full eqpallty of women, according to the opportunists

‘who controlled the proceedings, had nothing to do with the resistance

of the 1 ‘masses of laborlng people and minority nationalities to exploi-

tation and oppre551on.

The fight for women's equality in the US exposes all the world-wide
posturing of the Carter administration about "human rights" as open
hypocrisy. In the US over 50% of the population does not even have the
benefit of formal legal equality. Houston was a showpiece effort by the
government to demonstrate that such a glaring contradiction could be
resolved "within the system", b
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THE STATE CONFERENCE

Over 130,000 women attended the 54 different state and territorial
conferences, leading up to the Houston Conference. Many who attended
these conferences did so with the hope of bringing a qualitative change
in the conditions which women confronted in their day to day lives.
-But instead they were met with the empty rhetoric of bourgeois reform-
ism and told to rely, not on their own strength and militancy, but on
‘the very system which is intensifying its attack on women--denying mon-
ey for abortions to women on welfare and, in

the courts, defending the terrorist violence CONTINUED ON P.5




KKK POSSE CONDEMNED IN BORDER DEMONSTRATION

David Duke, the national leader
of the Ku Klux Klan, traveled to
San Diego in October. He visited
the US/Mexican border and, accom-
panied by Klansmen wearing "White
Power" t-shirts, announced the
beginning of the "Klan Border
Watch". The KKK claims they will
have 5000-1,000 Klansmen patrol-
ling the border in marked cars
equipped with CB radios and in-
frared telescopes. Eventually,
they want to extend this vigilante
plan of action by Klan thugs to
cover the border from Texas to the
Pacific Ocean.

Duke said that he is "very much
concerned with the illegal alien
problem" which is "changing the
racial fabric of American life."
The plan for Klan "spotters" is
intended to "stem the rising tide
of color washing over our border."
To the press, Duke said that the
Klansmen will inform the Immigra-
tion and Naturalization Service
(INS) of any illegal border cros-
sings and that they will not be,
armed or apprehend anyone them-
selves--unless they are on private
property owned by Klan members
or friends.

He also explained that the Klan
doesn't plan to limit their
"patrols” to the border area. The
KKK already has announced plans to
watch the San Diego airport for
illegal immigrants and to check
on companies to make sure they're
not employing undocumented
workers. During October, they
revealed they want to "patrol"
National Steel and Shipbuilding Co.
(NASSCO) in San Diego to "verify"
green cards because they claim
that 63% of the workers at NASSCO
are "aliens" and that many of
these are undocumented.

IMMIGRANTS BLAMED FOR UNEMPLOYMENT

The Klan tries to justify its
action with the demagogic and
widespread lie that illegal immi-
grants are the cause of unemploy-
ment.

The fact is the capitalist
system feeds on unemployment and
must always have readily available
a pool of reserve labor which can
be thrown into work in this or
that sector of production on
demand. With the imperialist
stage of capitalism unemployment
is particulary severe in oppressed
nations. Massive unemployment in
the Third World is one of the fac-
tors that keep wages abnormally
low and make imperialist super—
profits possible. In Mexico, for

REVI

In the last issue of.THE COMMUNIST,
we explained how the bureaucratic lead-
ership of the steelworkers union col-
lahorated with the steel companies and
the government to cover up the crisis in
steel by raising a false hue and cry
about foreign imports. The following
contribution from a steelworker shows
how the revisionist Communist Party USA
(CPUSA) works hand in hand with the Sad-
lowski wing of the Steelworkers Union
to turn militant rank and file resist-
ance to the crisis into channels that
serve and fortify the rule of capital.

. As the recent

In response to the growing
crisis for U.S. steelworkers,
District 31 of the United Steel-
workers of America, which is con-
trolled by Sadlowski forces, pas-
sed a resolution .on Steel Prices
and the Economy. The District 31
resolution basically calls upon
the International Union to with-
draw its support from the import
restriction campaign. Instead
they call for pressure on the
federal government to roll back
steel prices and to rebuild our
decaying cities. According to the
logic of the resolution this will
increase sales and provide more
jobs.

The revisionist CPUSA unites
with this District 31 resolution
and applauds it as an example of
trade union class consciousness.
But while the resolution responds
to a desire to combat the foreign
imports issue being used to in-
crease attacks on steelworkers,
the District 31 Resolution is not
a fighting program for the work-
ing class. It directs our energy
to "call" upon the International
Union and Federal Government to
solve our problems, instead of
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example, 53% of the workforce is
either unemployed or underemployed.
This also leads to the search for
work in the heartlands of imper-
ialism. In times of need such
immigrant laborers are welcomed
with open arms. In times of
crisis the bourgeoisie steps up
its chauvinist attacks to drive
these workers from the labor
force.

Recent attacks by the KKK i
reflect the deepening crisis of US
imperialism and are part of this
over-all chauvinist assault.

While the KKK plans to patrol the
US/Mexican border, the Carter ad-
ministration's immigration plan
projects doubling the Border Patrol
to 4,000 people. The significance
of the Klan's role is as a private
extra-legal terrorist arm of the
bourgeoisie willing to perform
repressive acts that go beyond the
limits of bourgeois democracy. It
means the drift toward fascism
which historically has always
relied on private terrorist armies
beyond legal control.

RESISTANCE TO THE KLAN

Working and oppressed people of
this country have learned to hate
the Klan and their threats of
border terrorism met sttrong
resistance. An angry demonstra-
tion confronted Duke during his
visit to the border south of
San Diego on Sunday, October 16.
Then over 35 local organizations
quickly mobilized a coalition to
plan another demonstration on
October 29 and over 1,000 people
turned out--all demonstrating
their contempt for the Klan and
their determination to resist the
Klan's attacks.

REFORMISTS LEAD MASS STRUCGLE

While spontaneous resistance
to the Klan is growing it is weak-
ened by reformist leadership. The
October 29 march, organized by the
Coalition for Human Rights at San
Ysidro, was a response to the
great mass concern and outrage in
the San Diego area triggered by
recent Klan activities. But that
outrage was channeled into re
formism by the leadership of t. =
coalition, especially the Center
for Chicano Rights. This reform-
ist leadership was primarily char-
acterized by its reliance on the
oppressor nation bourgeoisie and
by its extreme narrowness overall.
What it called for was a congres-

organizing the thousands of rank
and file steelworkers to demand
solutions. Likewise the resolu-
tion implies that the monopoly
capitalists don't want to expand
their steel production. This re-
flects a totally inaccurate pic-
ture of the way capitalism works.
article in THE COM-
MUNIST points out, it is the cri-
sis of overproduction that is be-
hind production cutbacks. That
crisis is inherent in the capita-
list system and won't be cured

by a resolution.

Whether liberal trade union
bureaucrats and revisionists sup-
port this or that reform is not
the question. What is vital is
their unity with imperialism and
their class collaboration designed
to win support for the bourgeoisie
within the workers movement.

The social basis for trade
union opportunism and revisionism
is the labor aristocracy. As
Stalin says, social-democrats and
revisionists come from and try to
appeal to "the upper stratum of
the working class, the best pro-
vided sections of the proletariat,
inclined to make compromise with
the bourgeoisie and to make peace
with and submit to the stronger
force, with a view to joining
their ranks." Sadlowski has
"joined" to the tune of a $52,325
1976 income -- $6,000 higher than
Abel.

The bourgeoisie is waging this
highly publicized campaign against
steel imports not only.to step up
the exploitation of steelworkers
and increase their profits, but

also to whip up national chauvinism

in order to prepare the ground
for war. Sadlowski and his allies

sional investigation, some reshuf-

fling of the INS and vague govern- '

ment action, such as a meeting be-
tween the Carter administration
and Chicano community leaders and
"others affected by the immigra-
tion issue." They also demanded
that the administration "disavow"
the implied INS support of the
Klan and dismiss some of the local
INS administrators. They wanted
to fire an agent in charge of the
San Ysidro border crossing who
gave Duke a tour of the border

and also demanded the firing of
the district head of the INS, who
said he would prefer for the KKK
to leave the patrol to profession-
als, but "we welcome information
from any citizen".

David Duke,

leader of KKK thugs

on border patrol near San Diego

The limited, narrow and impotent
character of these demands is
obvious. For example, neither the
KKK, its relation to the bour-
geosie nor the role of extra legal
terror and the common threat posed
to all working and oppressed
people was ever raised. Instead
the coalition leaders reduced the
Klan's border patrols to strictly
an immigration issue.

In addition, the coalition lead-
ership narrowed the struggle by
viewing it as purely a temporary
coalition. No attempt was made to
develop continuous on-going work
around either the Klan's border
patrol or Klan activity in general
even though ‘it is absolutely clear
that the Klan's stepped up activi-
ty is widespread. Coalition lead-
ers made militant sounding state-
ments to the press saying any
action taken by the Klan "against

IONIST DEMAGOGY IN STEEL

promote US imperialism (among
other things by his buying Israe-
1i war bonds) and the CPUSA prom-
otes Soviet social imperialism.
Both unite in an effort to de-
ceive steelworkers and the US
people into thinking that "de-
tente" is the main trend and nei-
ther has struggled against great
nation chauvinism in a serious
way. This is a most important
point that the Sadlowski people
and the CPUSA do not speak to.

As Marxist-Leninists and class
conscious workers we must active-
ly oppose the campaign to whip up
chauvinism, oppression and exploi-
tation. And we must prepare the
conditions for a struggle against
the bourgeoisie in the event of
war.

The CPUSA also exposes itself
as class collaborationist in pro-
moting nationalization as a solu-
tion to the crisis in the US
steel industry. They say, "if
private industry can't keep the
mills open, maybe the government
can." This support for nation-
alization ignores the class char-
acter of the government control-
ling the mills and spreads the
illusion that the government is
above classes. But it is the
class which holds state power
which is decisive. Nationaliza-
tion without proletarian state
power is nothing but state mono-
poly capitalism. When a capital-
ist government nationalizes an
industry they use it as a weapon
against worker militancy, dema-
gogically claiming that the work-
ers in that industry are now
struggling against the public
interest. "Public" employees
in nationalized industries face
no-strike laws and similar restri-

our people will call forth an
immediate response in kind" and
that "We are going to defend our-
selves by any means possible".

But when some people raised the
question of what people were sup-
posed to do if the coalition
appeals failed to stop the Klan,
the coalition lawyer said that
this was a "political question"and
the head of the Center for Chicano
Rights intervened to say that if
they wanted to fight they should
do this on their own! This was to
be expected. He had no better
reaction to peoples' outrage over
four Klan attacks including a
cross burning in a black neighbor-
hood and the painting of KKK
symbols and racist slogans on the
driveway and sidewalk of his home.
He responded by telling people not
to do anything irresponsible and
then organizing no action.

REFORMISM NO SOLUTION

With their line of reliance on
the bourgeois state to solve the
problems confronting the masses of
people, reformists will never be
able to lead the struggle against
the Klan. Vigilante groups like
the Klan are the tools of the
most reactionary sectors of’~
finance capital. Their attacks
are clearly designed to spread
reactionary chauvinist, racist
ideology among the masses of
people and to terrorize and intim-
idate the oppressed nationalities.
They serve to divide the multi-
national working class by whipping
up national chauvinism. Therefore
these attacks also represent an
attempt to divide the working
class movement from its basic
allies, the movements for libera-
tion and equal rights of the
national minorities and oppressed
nationalities. 1In order to defeat
the opportunists and their bour-
geois reformist line, to oppose
the forces of reaciton like the
Klan, and to mount an effective
struggle for democratic rights
and proletarian revolution, the
leadership must come from the
proletariat and its Marxist-
Leninist communist party.

FIGHT THE KLAN AND ALL ATTACKS ON
OPPRESSED NATIONALITIES!

FULL DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS FOR ALL
IMMIGRANT WORKERS!

EXPOSE THE REFORMISTS IN THE

MASS MOVEMENTS !

BUILD A M-L COMMUNIST PARTY

TO LEAD THE STRUGGLE!

CRISIS

ctions on their struggle for bet-
ter working conditions. This

last point is tremendously import-
ant for U.S. monopoly capital
which faces the threat of war with
a steel industry in crisis. ' Nat-
ionalization of the steel industry
is a solution which would pro-
vide US imperialism with tighter
control over the workforce and
assured steel production. This
appeals to certain sectors of

the bourgeoisie, but it is no
solution for rank and file steel-
workers. In fact, nationalization
of basic industry under bourgeois
dictatorship is one basis for
fascism.
that the revisionists promote

must be exposed as a plan that
will place the working class under

fuller control of monopoly capital.

As a solution to the crisis in
steel it is a plan for social
fascism.

The social democratic Sadlow-
ski style trade union bureaucrats
and the revisionist CPUSA cor-
rectly state that the imports
campaign is designed to get the
eyes of workers off the real
issue, but then they don't tell us
what the real issue is!! They
imply that the problem is un-
employment. This is something
that every worker knows and mere-
ly by saying this they are saying
nothing profound. But unemploy-
ment is a manifestation of the
problem not the cause. The
crisis in steel has its roots in
the crisis of the monopoly cap-
italist system. Communists must
transform resistance to job cut-
backs into class conscious strug-
gle against capitalism and for the
seizure of polxtlcal power by the
working class.,

Thus this nationalization
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SADAT CONCESSIONS
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THREATEN ARAB CAUSE

President Anwar el Sadat of Egypt
addressed the Israeli parliment and
met with political representatives
of the various Israeli parties
during his 36 hour visit to Israel,
November 19-21. This visit was the
first time that a prominent Arab
leader set foot on the land of
occupied Palestine since 1948,when
the Zionists first declared the
"state of Israel"” Sadat's trip,
made in the face of strong protest
by fellow Arab states and the
Liberation Organiza-

tion (PLO), was done in the name
of a "cdll for peace“ and "legal
and just Arab rights" However,

it has served to relnforce the
negotiating position of thg}glggj
ists, undercut the just demands of
the Palestinian and Arab peoples,‘
weakened Arab unity and created
further room for superpower man-
uevering. This visit has been
followed by Sadat's unilateral
call for a pre-Geneva peace con-
ference in Cairo which has moved
Egypt in the direction a separate
peace agreement with Israel.

SADAT'S VISIT /
: . : \.=
Corresponding to the rise in the
prestige and strength of the coun-
tries of the third world, and due
to the: persistent and courageous
struggle of the Palestinian and
Arab peoples, the Israeli Zionists
have faced increasing political
isolation. More and more world
opinion has righteously condemned
Israeli agression against Arab
states, Israel's occupation of
Arab territories, the illegal
Zionist oecupation of Palestine
and the refusal of the Zionists to
recognize the PLO. Sadat's visit
seriously damaged this wall of
isolation which had been built on
years of blood and struggle

While the visit was unilateral
in relation to the other Arab
states, it.was clearly made on the
basis of consultation with and
blessing of the US government.
The 0fficial Egyptian statement
said that the trip was "in
response to a letter from Presi-
dent Carter that was accompanied
by an invitation from the Israeli
government". Moreover, the indi-

_vidual action taken by Sadat

)
®

e e _concerns
which have been raised by the
Arab states and the PLO in _regards
to a US-USSR initiated Geneva
peace conference. Sadat ;gguqu

principled objections to the basis

of such a conference--which in-
clLde e recognition of the state of
“Israel and denial of the right of
the PLO to represent ‘the Pales-

'tlnlan_geop]c-—tg_"ﬁgultlﬁis dis-

cussions on procedure" In doing
So he made unprincipled concessions
to the Zionists.

SADAT'S SPEECH

Sadat in

to the Israel Knesset
the Arab and Palestinian

The concessions made by
his speech
set back
cause.

First, was the recognition of
the state of Israel. This legit-
imized the continuing Zionist ‘
occupation of Palestine. Sadat
stated, "In all sincerity I tell
you we welcome you among us with
fdll security and safety."
"...Israel has become a fait
accompli, recognized by the world,
and...the two superpowers have

undertaken. the responsibility for QIsrael “which could lead to Israeli

3
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& Secondly, no direct mention was _
%; ma 8

its security and the defense of
its existence.

de of the PLO. Recognition of

the PLO as the sole representative/ ‘ ) Overall,

of the Palestinian people is one
‘of the cornerstones of Arab unity.
It is also the only basis on which
any real principled peace can be
for the Palestinian people
will continue to wage their just
war of national liberation until
Zionist rule over occupied Pales-
tine is overthrown. Any call for
peace not made on this basis is but
empty rhetoric. Yet Sadat, while
calling for "achievement of the
fundamental rights of the Palestin-
ian people and their right to self-
determination, including their

right to establish their own state”,

reduced that right to a state on
the West Bank, which would co-exist
with an Israeli state on the rest
of occupied Palestine. He implied
that the establishment of such a
state would mean an end to the
national liberation struggle of the
Palestinian people--by force if
necessary. "When the bells of
peace ring (in this separate Pales~-
tinian state) there will be no
hands to beat the drums of war.
Even if they existed, they would be
stilled."

Sadat's strongest statement was
on the question of occupied Arab
land. He stated, "To speak frankly
our land does not yield itself to
bargaining, it is not even open to

ON

Mhegotiation between Egypt and

A

argument. .. He put forward as

a basis for peace agreement, "End-
ing the occupation of Arab terri-
tories occupied in 1967". While
this demand is certainly just, it
e

fication after justification for
the illegal occupation of Pales-
tinian and Arab lands.

He stated, "It is my obligation
today to tell...of our ties be-
tween our Jewish nation and the
land...We did not take strange
land, we returned to our homeland.
The tie between our nation and
this land is eternal."

was being presented unilaterally

to the Israelis. _This leaves open

the p0531b111ty of a separate

concessions in the Sinai at the
expense of a stiffened resolve to
continue their criminal occupation
of the West-Bank and Golan Heights.

In opposition to the just demand
for complete withdrawal from all
occupied Arab territories, the Zi-
onist leader declared, "I propose
according to the majority of this
Parliament, that everything is
open to negotiation." According to
this colonialist logic, principles
of respect for state sovereignty,
for historical boundaries or even
international law are disregarded
and the fact of illegal occupation
becomes its own justification. On
this basis the Zionists intend to
hang onto Arab land under the
guise of the need for "security”.

Sadat's speech gave
“éredence to the lie that the
source of the conflict in the
Mlddle East is th continuing
Zlonlst occupatlon of Palestine
and Arab lands, but "suspicion"
and "lack of confidence" between
ihe countries. No difference was
made between a just war of libera-
tion against agression and an
unjust war for hegemony and colon-
ization. From war, Sadat stated,
"there emerges neithér victor nor
vanquished". From this standpoint,
the question of "peace" is separ-
ated from the political realities
of Zionist agression and forcible
denial of Palestinian rights that
has given rise to the just armed
struggle of the Palestinian people.
‘This orientation can only lead

lto capitulation and unprincipled
concession, to the betrayal of

the Palestinian revolution and

of the Arab people s struggle as
aswhole.

Begin's speech showed no weaken-
ing of the Zionist resolve to ig-
nore the just demands of the Arab
and Palestinian people. It brought
out the futility and danger of Sa-
dat's visit--while the Egyptian
leader recognized Israel and made
concessions, the Zionists did not
retreat one inch.

ARAB RESPONSE

Denunciation of Sadat's trip
was widespread. The central com-
mittee of Al Fatah, headed by Yas-
ir Arafat, called the visit "a
dangerous turning point and a gain
for the plots of international 2i-
onism and its imperialist allies,
with the USA at their heads." Al
uing chauvinist ancd militarist Fatah charged that Sadat's maneu-
stand of Israeli Zionism. It was ver put the Palestinian people "in
a straight-up attack on the rights a critical position before the Zi-
of the Palestinian and Arab people. onist enemy who deny Palestinian
Begin, throughout his presentation, rights and are preparing for a new
put forward lie after lie, justi- CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BEGIN'S CHAUVINISM

Begin's speech, which followed
Sadat's, demonstrated the contin-

Jose Maria Sison, chairman of
the Communist Party of the Philip-
pines (CPPP), was arrested by
troops of the Marcos regime on Nov-
ember 10. Popularly known as
Amado Guerrero, the leader of the
Party was seized in San Fernando
City, La Union province, located
some 200 miles north of Manila.
Sison, who had been underground
for the past 10 years, was viewed
as such a threat to the regime that
his capture or death carried a
45,000 dollar reward. Reports on
Sison’s arrest stated that the CPP
Chairman had suffered torture at
the hands of the military.

Sison earned the fear and hatred
of the US imperialist and domestic
reactionaries and the love and
respect of the oppressed Filipino
masses on the basis of long and
persistent dedication to the Fil-
ipino people's democratic revolu-
tion. He brought clarity to and
forged into action the Filipino
people's desire for national in-
depence and social revolution. 1In
particular his foremost contribu-
tion was the application of Marxism
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought to

the concrete conditions of the
Philippine revolution.

Prior to his going underground
in 1967, Sison was in the fore-
front of the progressive national-
ist movement, instrumental in
building patriotic organizations
like MAN (Movement for the Advance-
ment of Nationalism). He became
a leading proponent of the anti-
imperialist analysis and strategy
for Philippine society which later
came to be known as the National
Democratic Program.

PHILIPPINE PARTY CHAIRMAN CAPTURED

_He founded the militant youth
mass organization, Kabataang
Makabayan (MK) or Nationalist
Youth, which took on the task of
exposing the role of US imperial-
ism as the main obstacle to the
development of the Philippines and
showing the deep-rooted ties be-
tween imperialism and the feudal
landlords and Filipino capitalists.
The MK mobilized thousands in pro-
tests and demonstrations around
issues like the US military bases
in *the Philippines and the US
domination of the Philippine
economy .

However, his most serious crime,
from the perspective of US imper-
ialism and its Filipino allies,
was his role in the rectification
and re-establishment of the Commun-
ist Party of the Philippines in
1968. Sison rose to the task of
re-forming the vanguard organiza-
tion of the Philippine revolution
after it had been destroyed by the
corrupt and revisionist Lava-Taruc
clique.

As chairman, Sison set the out-
look and stance of the re-estab-
lished party firmly on the science
of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought and undertook a comprehen-
sive class analysis and strategy
for the Philippine revolution
which took particular guidance from
Chairman Mao's writings on the New
Democratic Revolution. This anal-
ysis and strategy is contained in
the historic document, "Philippine
Society and Revolution" which,
before the Marcos coup in 1972,
became the most carefully read and
discussed book in the Philippines.

+CONTINUED ON P.6

IRANIANS CONFRONT SHAH AND CARTER

Tuesday, November 15, marked a day of
massive protest by the democratic and pa-
triotic Iranian movement in the US. In one
of the, largest anti-imperialist demonstra-
tions since the end of the Indochina War,
over 5 thousand demonstrators gathered at
the White House to protest superpower heg-
emonism in Iran and the reactionary poli-
cies of the Shah's regime.

press the Iranian movement for national
"liberation, independence and revolution.

Recently we have seen intensified at-
tacks on the Iranian movement in the US.
This onslaught, reflected in police at-
tacks in cities such as Houston, Chicago
and now Washington, reflects the US bour-
geoisie's fear of the growing strength and
. influence of the patriotic and democratic
Iranian movement. It is in the interests
of US imperialism to maintain Iran as a
base for US military operations in the
Gulf area, for Iran borders the Soviet
Union.

Wearing masks to protect themselves
from police agents of the CIA and SAVAK,
the secret police force of Iran charged
with systematic murder, torture and impri-
sonment of dissidents, the demonstrators
fought militently with both pro-Shah for-
ces and the police in one of the most vio-
lent clashes in recent history. Police

One manifestation of the increased at-
tack on the Iranian movement is the at-

were forced to retreat at one point and
finally had to resort to tear gas to break
uwp the demonstration. Twenty-five police
and many demonstrators were injured and
twelve denonstrators were arrested.

It is fitting that the struggle against
the fascist Shah was brought to the heart
f US imperialism, the dominant imperial-
ism in Iran. The violent suppression by US
lice of the Iranian demonstrators in
front of the White House mirrors the vio-
lent suppression of the democratic and re-
volutionary movement in Iran under the
auspices of US military personnel.

The US uses the sale of mdlitary weap-—
. totalling $15 billion in recent years
to tighten its economic and political

ign right of Iran to protect itself
from attack, but stand firmly opposed to
the use of the military apparatus to sup—

the Iranian masses. We support the sow-

tempt by the US government to deport mem-
bers of the Iranian Student Association
back to Iran, where they face certain tor-
ture and imprisonment, and even death.
These present attempts must be met with
widespread and popular resistance.

The movement of the revolutionary pro-
letariat here in the US can learn much
from the courage and militancy displayed
by the Iranian movement both here and in

Iran, just as it can learn much from the

struggles of the Third World as a whole,
which spearheads the world-wide struggle
against superpower hegemonism. We must
learm from the Iranian movement and give
it our upmost support--our struggles are
directed against a common enemy, the hege-
monism of the two superpowers, in particu-
lar the ruthless and reactionary rule of
the US bourgeoisie. The struggle for pro-
letarian revolution here in the US and the
struggle for new democratic revolution in
Iran are intertwined and provide each
other with mutual aid and support.
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ISKBA PLAN KEY TO
PRINCIPLED UNITY

The San Diego Organizing Com-
mittee (SDOC) recently liquidated
its local organization and joined
the Workers Congress(M-L). This
is the result of a protracted
struggle for principled unity
within the framework of the ISKRA
PLAN and we think its lessons are
important to the party building
movement.

The SDOC originated in the
spring of 1Y75 as a Marxist-Lenin-
ist circle born out of local
struggles in the San Diego area.
the central task and that
building regglred winning
cegltalxsm had been restorea

-Eﬁe USSR.

took as the or:.gxnal ba31s og_'
_our line that party buildi
, he v
uara to communzsm, that
portunlsm was the ma
‘Eﬁe “¢ommunist movement and t

As we investigated the lines of
organizations in the communist
movement in relation to party
building, we recognlzed that the
ISKRA PLAN Of the Workers Congféss
_was the only serious effort to
.grogose a method to prepa

onditions for uniting the scat-
E_red forces in our movement. It
‘Was the only plan that addfessed

itself to the principal weaknes-
ses of_our movement, amateurls'f
“ness, fragmentation and dlsun‘ax
and the only plan that propose
‘Concrete steps to overcome these
“Weaknesses. Thus while we did
“not have 100% unity with the line
of the Workers Congress, we enthu-
siastically took up work within
the ISKRA PLAN to build a single, ;>
common ISKRA type newspaper as the
main link in the struggle to build
a new vanguard communist party.

As we said in our original article
"SDOC Joins the ISKRA Effort,"
"Lenin makes clear the critical
importance of ISKRA in building
unity through its role as the

first practical common work (writ-
ing, polemicizing, distribution,

and study) of all revolutionaries
in the country."

-

PLANLESS DEMAGOGY
We also made clear that while
we joined the ISKRA effort and de-
fended the ISKRA PLAN, we 1ntended
to maintain active conEEEt ‘with
ogﬁer national organizations. - As
we pursued these contacts, Partic-
ularly with the August TwentyNinth
Movement (ATM) and ‘the Marxist-
Leninist Organizing Committee
(MLOC) , we learned by negative
example o proceed without a
plan for part'y building was Eo""
ergceed without a means to strug—
for principled unity or to re-
ve differences on the basis OFf
e science of Marxism-Leninism.'
hese organizations published
newspapers to put out their line,
but did not use their newspapers
as an essential part of a plan to
prepare the conditions for unity.
With them our discussions always
came down to .their saying "here
is our line. .the best overall
line in the communist movement.
. 1f you don't agree with it
there is nothing left for us to
do." But we quickly realized that.
this kind of demagogy was unjust-
ified in terms of the ideological
confusion and instability which
characterized their leadership.
Furthermore, the fundamental
sue was not sha low agreement, but
E£a1n1ng a core of'nfofe5§1on
revolutionaries. In sum, contacts
With national®organizations often
encouraged a tendency to 31nk.5ac
into localismM and autonomism
Tather than struggle for unity,
and we saw other collectives do.
that,immersing themselves in the
day to day activity of their part-
icular area. This served to per-
petuate the weaknesses not only of
these groups, but of our movement
as a whole.

, In the end we realized also
' that for national organizations
to proceed without a plan led nec~
essarily to one of two consequen-
ces: (1) organizations couid de-
clare themselves a party, reduc-
party bulldlng to circle size;
or (2) or anlzatxons could re- *
treat from the tasks of party ™
'BEiIB‘ng and attack the bd§T€
grgnCLples we had consoli Sh
und such as propaganda as
Chief“form of activity and win-
¢ ning the vanguard to cemmunism.
* We saw RCP, WVO and the CPML
make the first mistake and ATM,
MLOC and IWK make the second.

-
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REVOLUTIONARY TRAINING

When we first took up study of
the ISKRA PLAN, we had plans to
put out a local monthly newspape
and in fact had copy ready for
press when we made the decision to
contribute to the ISKRA effort

/

r

instead. We were persuaded by
Lenin's arguments in WHAT IS TO
BE DONE that a local newspaper
would not advance the struggle fo
a party. Because of the local
character of our circle, such a
newspaper would necessarily have
been characterized by its narrow-
ness. It would have been all-con-
suming in its expenditure of time
and energy and sharply limited
other work. We saw the ISKRA PLAN _
as_a means £0 centralize and ath-
er our resources in a more ef%lc—

fenf wqx. t was also a means

P~_~ ey

.for us to train ourselves as prof—
-_

J=5510na1 revolutionaries more ef="
'edllvefy Rather than the narrow
scope of a local paper, we could

contribute broader exposures to a
national newspaper.
Overall the ISKRA PLAN for us
—— -
was a means to rely on our str-
ths to overcome the weaknesSes
at characterized our circle. &

“Concretely this can be seen iff the

increased regularity and frequency
with which we have taken up expos-
ures for THE COMMUNIST in the re-
cent period as compared with our
initial efforts.

* We cannot too strongly urge
other local collectives to take
up the task of regular and freq-
uent political exposures. As
Lenin says, is only ;Erougn ﬁng
systematic appraisal of day to day

itical events that we can traln

“¥evolutionary leaders. Failure
"fake on this responsibility is a
weakness that undermines every
local collective and is an obsta~
cle to moving forward. It is one
factor that explains how activity
can go on year after year without
its level being raised or its
scope broadened.

Local circles and collectives
which concentrate on practical
work, study, the publication cof an
occasional pamphlet on line or a
local newsletter simply do not
get the same political training as
collectives which allocate a def-
inite number of their cadres to
newspaper work--Lenin suggests
one-fourth in WHAT IS TO BE DONE--
and which undertake the regular
task required by frequent topical
exposures of systematically ap-
praising day to day political
events for a national newspaper.

}

| At first we had atendency to

2y Marxist-Leninist newspagers

e
in praoviding guidance on organ-
1zat10nal problems we confronted
_ln our collective life.

~“From all this we learned that
the scope of a national political
newspaper could push forward
local activity more effectively
than we could have done relying
solely on our own resources.

We were also trained by THE
COMMUNIST on the democratic strug-|
gle, including the Black National
Question, and the ERA and the
question of reforms generally.

i

i

itasks and testing results.

S ——
THE ISKRA PLAN THE USE OF THE COMMUNIST common plan. Tasks such
By contrast the ISKRA PLAN The refolar Hak S VEk man ?5 exposures and régular report-
_ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ»ziigrin??’m%m B eoo- e baper if GUr ramks and, o G G Thoanitatinel st
truggle for unit ese tasks gggﬁed e aﬂt in the serigus character of ourc
whicﬁ unfolded around a national  dEhil¥os. TOC AT EHTRG Rt relationship. Thus in spite of
olitical newspaper roposed a .ﬁgyed QUE _Ordanization fo§¥2§g differences éhis fosteres a dis-
geans to trainposrselsespas AR Bt B ciplined approach to struggle --
revolutionaries theoretically Ypived-in &-local IAM strike-and @ something E%Wx%g?
politically and organizationaily a stiuggle ‘emsrged between our from our relationshi th oth
* organization and other communist A ps wi it
The struggle over our differences, forces over the question of the cis 02 CAREESSAEIN: . 8
which were sharp on one or two role of trade union leadership. ;es:ht o th? exchgnge B views
points, was taken up in the frame- We held that local district as cgmm B Qinetiol Sa-pinlean-the
WOrK O£ tRiE - COmMNO k. Th on study of Engels, THE ORIGIN
s e s ell as international TeadetsMip | of THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY
ISKRA PLAN did not make its“&ffpha- ig'& collaborated with the com 'ﬁ AND THE STATE. :
Sis instant unity. It did not* i : and of ‘the social-
ANl ainst the rank and file and’w ist experience on the question of
) emand that we sacr ce our 1ﬁae— %}g t off. We could see tHIE"™ woul a £ami .
Pendence without preparin clearly in the practical work we | g :n 94 ;:ne amily under the
nditions for unity. It did in- were involved in. However, our ictatorship of the proletariat,
‘that we take up fr theoretical understanding of this !s_saﬁs_se?sssgsa;ze the incor-,
e;f an unrelenting strug 1e a~ question needed to be developed. poccthess of our stand_on NOMO,
ainst any manifestation of circle We were limited by the narrow ;%%kpa 4 ¢ We saw how the in-
harrowness. It did insist that*W& scope of our theoretical develop- uence of the radical intelle-
sum up and geﬂgrillze our Toca e . gen31a was the basis of our in-
work for the movement as & WiSle, It was exposures in THE COMMUN- |correct line of support for this
_‘that we report regularly on our IsT on opportunist leadership o type of social practice and saw
“evaluation of the newspaper and of _the trade unions that pushed fors l.ze need for a thorough break
SUE Use of it, that we cont¥ibute™ ward our understanding of this, with this trend.
in a regular way topical polxtlcaI g_»sthn‘ Through study and con- = .
exposures and polemics on quest-" solidation we became more aggres- . RELY ON STRENGTHS TO OVERCOME
ions in the national and interhat- sive in our struggle to expose WEAKNESSES
'3ﬁa1 communist movement. On this these traitors and played a more .
asis we were encouragéd to raise effective strike role.
the level and broaden the scope of This experience also prompted We are all familiar with the
our activity. us to review other sum-ups of weaknesses that we have addressed
- ' factory work which had appeared in terms of the scattered and
As a result, in learning to use in THE COMMUNIST and to review numerous circles which exist
and rely on the paper we moved our factory work generally, es- throughout the country. All the
forward in our struggle to resolve. pecially in terms of the line put ,JRational organizations bemoan
our differences with the Workers forward by the Workers Congress the exlstence of such circ es_
Congress. As those differences in 1975 on creating plant cores and_yet other than the WC_ none of
were overcome and we achieve as a step towards establishing _them take up the task of organ-
Tﬁﬁd&meﬁfar“ideologlcal unity, it  factory nuclei and developing a .;z;gg,the initiative and commit-
bécame our duty as Marxist-Lenin- nucleus style of factory work. ment that such circles oosse§§
1s£s to transform ideological ~  We began to grasp the importance “The ISKRA PLAN alone uses those
unlty into the material unity of of relying on the advanced,and strengths to overcome the weak-
organization. We wholehearte&ly in our work with advanced workers, nesses of narrowness and local-
¥ook that step, seeing it as a THE COMMUNIST proved to be a ism. The ISKRA lan recognlzes
means to intensify our struggle decisive tool in winning the bestg‘;h.it ragmentation and 1'“-
to gather and centralize the re- representatives of the class to ndence exists and has_a mater- ”
sgurces of the revolutionary trend Maryism-Leninism. In addition, 1:l baseé’ It recognizes that
of our movement. THE COMMUNIST, was virtually alone this condition cannot be overcome 5

either by demagogy or intimidation
or pious good wishes. It must :
be overcome by common work in a &
step by step way, taking up

That is the significance .of
the ISKRA PLAN as a tactic. It 15“
a form of struggle and a form
orgamzauar{;r%’r*ﬂmm
!Ere'ngths of "Iécar coI'IEEElVEE"to

e their weaknesses anﬂ'!hat

| re ies on their initiative and
“Commitment and practical work 1n‘“6
| Ehe class to overcome ci’?!‘é’Té‘f-’

naﬁ"
o“"ﬂ

'

rowness."Unlty is not a meEer 4}
of intentio l\

o1
The lesson we TEArne

want to study each of these
questions on our own from scratch.
We learned to rely on the line of
the paper as the starting point,
4 testing it and using it as a

foundation for further advance.
Our p051t10n on party bulldxngQ
tactics is a‘'good example of the
success of this method. By rely-
1ng on the Workers Congress crit-
icism of the so-called "revolu-
tionary wing" and connecting that 4

an.

"Eaklna up the struggle agalnst our
! own tendency to elevate the import
| ance of local work above national

%responsibil-ties and to perpetuate
|

?'Eﬁ'a't

Ky
ol

an independent status almost as a

| matter of principle was that 1if

ou are not struggling to unite,
ou are promoting local auto

-onom
e oxn that must be arasped
in the ‘struggle to un1Ee

s‘
there is an orthodox method and
F__Eractlcalzg}an does exist.

S iy

with our own study of strategy and.

tactics, we saw that the ISKRA,
PLAN was a tactic for party build-

ing -- a form of organization and

a form of struggl This formula-
tion had not been put forward by
the Workers Congress and was an
advance in our common understand-
ing of the ISKRA PLAN and in our

grasp of the plan as the main link

in this period.
We should point out that the

struggle for unity between our
organizations was not achieved
without the resolution of strong
‘differences. What is important is
the way in whiCh the ISKRA PLAN
ontributed to resolve t hose di. 1f-
ferences;

Two things were decisive. In

the first place, fﬁgm the Workers
ress we lea respect for

gfggb In sharp contrast to
other organizations, with the WC
we were always encouraged to test
line against our study of the
teachings of Marxism-Leninism,
never to "accept and adopt." In
fact, this respect for orthodox
Marxism Leninism seems ems to u§‘

iefly responsible for.

ity of the line of THE COMMUNIST

5-3 its ability to clarify the
confusion generated by the_golem—
ics of other organizations it
‘Communist movement. For party
;building, orthodoxy is a question
of whether or not to establish
unity on the basis of the science wi==
of Marxism-Leninism.

Trained us as revolutionaries
&‘

our movement.

We firmly reject the line of
the opportunists who oppose the
ISKRA PLAN as just so much paper
work or the dogmatists who claim
that the ISKRA PLAN does not
apply to the conditions of our
movement. _In our exper:.ence we_
have seen the active way in
‘which the paper has become a
material force in our work, has S

_has promoted our strugg e
for unity witn other Marxist _
enlnlstsuw

At this time when our movement

remains plagued by instability of
principle, amateurishness and
narrowness on the one hand, and
when on the other Marxist Lenin-
ist collectives and advanced
workers are coming forward from
every side, we call on every °
comrade to join us in supporting
a party building plan that does
take up the tasks of prrvarlng
the conditions for our unity in
a step by step way.

What we need is the common ef-
fort to contribute to a national
political newspaper in order to
create a lively fogum for national
debate on the burning questions of
THE COMMUNIST has
laid the foundations for that
struggle and we encourage every
- local collective to take up the
task. At this time the publica-
tion of a single, common newspaper
?Br”t'e “Leninist trend must EE
“%the main line around which we"abv-
“elop our work to build a new com-

Second, we had deve}oped mutual ﬁﬁﬁ%st party.

confidence tnrough our common work

-——



THE REAL BASIS OF

N

/struggle for women's rights. Sev-

WOMEN'S INEQUALITY

The inequality of women under imperialism is a product of the
monogamous family based upon private property, as an economic
unit of society. It is not due to some ignorance or prejudice
that exists inherently in men. Engels in Origin of-The Family,
Private Property and The State states that the monogamous family
based upon private property, is the basic economic unit under
the capitalist system. It forces women into the role of domes-
tic slavery and isolates them from social production, While
capitalism tears asunder the traditional relationships that
bound women previously, it still rests on private property and
can never lead to the full participation of women in social pro-
duction nor can it abolish domestic slavery in the home. Just as
capitalism introduces the "free contract" of wage slavery, it also
introduces the "free contract" of marriage. But this freedom is

deformed, restricted and incomplete, as are all the democ;atic
institutions under capitalism, because it is dominated by the

economic inequality founded on private property and class oppres-
sion. In the particular case of marriage and the family, women do
not even share formal legal equality with men under the law.

The bourgeoisie attempts to paint itself as a "defender" of dem-
ocracy. The hypocrisy of that claim was exposed at Houston. That
the struggle for democracy today can only be led by the prole-
tariat is clear. The life of women under the Dictatorship of The
Proletariat is qualitatively different than under bourgeois
dictatorship. This is a product of the fact that it is an abso-
lute necessity under the system of imperialism for women to
function as second class citizens. Under Socialism, on the
other hand, the second class status of women holds back the social

development of all. 5
It is domestic slavery in the monogamous family based upon

private property that ultimately restricts the freedom of women

and blocks their full participation in social production. When
women enter the labor force they do so under a second class status.
They are forced into "women's jobs"™ and at "women's wages." They
constitute a large part of the reserve army of labor and are pulled
into and pushed out of the labor force according to the needs of
monopoly capital. It is only with the abolition of private prop-
erty that the family ceases to be the basic economic unit of soc-
iety, and as Engels points out, that private housekeeping can be
transformed into public industry. This means that the contradic-

opposition to the ERA, its influ-
ence was felt in the workshop on
of rape. "peace and disarmament". This

But reformism was not the only ~. workshop promoted illusions. con-
_weapon_the bourgeoisie pulled out|}\cerning "detente" and advocated .
ifrom its arsenal to attack the building a peace movement on a
/ pacifist platform. According to I
the dominant views of the work- f
shop, women were the "civilizers" |
of the world and war was a prod- |
uct of the innate character of |
men. By diverting the attention i
of women from the imperialist con-|
tention which inevitably leads to
imperialist war, it papered over
superpower preparations for war
and immobilized any effective
struggle against these prepara-
tions.
"PLAN OF ACTION"-BUT NO ACTION

The Conference adopted a Nation-
al Plan of Action, made up of 26
resolutions based on recommenda-
tions from state conferences and
presented by the delegates from
Houston. In all there were resolu-
tions covering employment, credit,
the ERA, abortion, sexual prefer-
ence and a wide variety of other
matters. What were the tactics
developed to insure implementa-
1gjlion of this plan? Why, its pres-
<m, ~entation to Carter and the Cong-
ress! The reformists assured ev-
eryone that perhaps by 1985 it

HOUSTON CONFERENCE from p. 1

eral state conferences were jam-
med with women fundamentally op-
posed to the emancipation of wom-
en, whose reactionary view made
no pretense in glorifying the do-
mestic slavery of women and seck-
ing to overturn even the limited
' gains won by women over the years.
It was estimated that over 20% of
the delegates to Houston repre-
sented these conservative forces.
The most glaring example of a
-delegation consciously working to
defeat the stated goals of the
conference was the delegation
from Mississippi. Twenty of its
delegates were white and five of
these were men who openly stated
their membership in the Ku Klux
Klan. For a state with a 38.6%
Black population, there was only
one Black woman chosen. Even she
quickly resigned on the basis of
ill health. Sharing a women's
conference delegation with mem-
bers of the Ku Klux Klan would
sicken anyone. "
Opposed to the women's movement

and all democratic movements a- would be en§cted into law. Their
gainst oppression, reactionary | claim flew in he his-

torical lesson that whatever gains
women have made, were fought for!
No concession will be made to im-
prove the quality of life for the
masses of women unless it is
wrenched from the bourgeoisie.

groups such as the Ku Klux Klan,
the Christian Defense League, the
John Birch Society and Phyliss
Schlafly's STOP ERA group demon-
strated throughout the weekend at
the coliseum. On Saturday after-
noon the Klan attempted to break
up a support rally across the
street from the convention. Not
only did they faii to break up
the rally, but were completely
encircled by a crowd of women and
pushed, shoved and kicked back
across the street from the rally.

One of the resolutions adopted
was on the ERA. While the over-
whelming support given the ERA
resolution was good testimony to
the limited influence of the
straight-up reactionaries like
the Schlafly group, the confer-
ence made no significant contri-
bution to the struggle to move
the ERA closer to ratification.
Presenting no plan for mass ac-

REFORMISTS WELCOME REACTIONARIES
Reformist opposition to the in-
fluence of reactionary women's

groups in the conference was hyp- | tion, but
ocritical. Actually, the react- weak parliamentary appeal, the

| Houston conference was not a
means to retake the initiative in

| the struggle for passage of the
ERA. The perspective for the ERA_
depends on militant leadership
willing and capable of exposing
the reformists who now control
the movement and driving them
from leadership. Only on this ba-
Sis can women be mobilized to

‘take to the streets in direct po-
litical action in defense of

| their rights.

PROLETARIAN LEADERSHIP NECESSARY
The repression of women and

| their degraded position in socie-

| ty is conducted by material dep-

| rivation, corruption, brutality,
murder and terror. Anger, not.
genteel reformism, must be mobi-

Tized to root these conditions
out of women's lives. Conscious-

.ness concerning the material bas-
is of women's inequality and the
fact that imperialism necessarily
means second-class status for wo-

ionaries' presence, defended by
conference organizers on the bas-
is of bourgeois "right", was wel-
comed for it gave the reformists
some legitimacy, the appearance
of being real fighters for the
rights of women. The reformists'
actual opposition to an effective
militant struggle for the emanci-
pation of women was cloaked under
their opposition to the feudalist
_demands of the reactionaries. On
this basis they made stirring ap-
peals for "unity" in the face of
of opposition threats. Under the
carefully controlled conference
conditions, this was an important
basis for strengthening their !
grip on conference delegates and
giving platitudinous, weak reso-
lutions the aura of hard won vic-
tories.

Among the reformist elements at
Houston was the "Communist" Party
USA ("C"PUSA). While overall the
"C"PUSA was compromised by its

tion between a womans' private responsibility to her family and
her full participation in public industry can be resolved. It is
on that premise that a world historic achievement of the full
emancipation of women is possible. : :

The working class can never overthrow social relations based
upon private property without overcoming the oppression of women.
As Lenin pointed out, the proletariat cannot achieve complete
liberty until it has won complete liberty for women. Thus the
struggle for the emancipation of women and the struggle for pro-
letarian revolution are inseparably linked. :

Reformists refuse to deal with this fundamental principal and
do not take up the economic aspect of the family, which cripples
and thwarts the development of women. As at the recent conference
at Houston, they limit the struggle to one of formal legal equality.
As Engels' states: "This typical lawyers reasoning is exactly the
same as that with which the radical republican bourgeocisie dismisses
the proletariat. The labor contract is supposed to be voluntarily
entered into by both parties. But it is voluntarily entered
into as soon as the law has put both parties on an equal footing
on paper. The power given one party by its different class
position, the pressure it exercises on the other--the relative
economic position of both--all this is no concern to the law."

The struggle for legal equality is not enough for the complete
emancipation of women but it is an important part of the struggle.
In fact it is in the struggle to achieve legal equality that the
true nature of women's oppression becomes absolutely clear. The
error that can be made in the democratic struggle for women's

‘rights lies in not tying that struggle to the revolutionary strug-

gle to abolish the system of private property that is the basis

of the degrading status of women in society. Engels writes:

."The democratic republic does not abolish the antagonism between
the two classes; on the contrary it provides the field upon which
it is fought out. And, similarly, the peculiar character of man's
domination over women in the modern family, and the necessity, as
well as manner, of establishing real social equality between the
two will be brought into full relief only when both are completely
equal before the law. It will then become evident that the first
premise for the emancipation of women is the reintroduction of the
entire female sex into public industry; and that again demands that
the quality possessed by the individual family of being the econo-
mic unit of society must abolished."

Of course this does not mean that we want to abolish the family.
On the contrary, we want to establish it as a genuine social unit,
based upcn true equality between the sexes and proletarian love,
not one based on the inequality and domestic slavery that is
enforced by class society.

own emancipation as one which was
intractably tied to the elimina-
tion of the imperialist system.
While conducted on the basis of
anti-imperialism the women's
movement was vigorous and on the
offensive; as Houston demonstra-
ted, ‘under the influence and con-
trol of the bourgeoisie, it is
powerless and in retreat.
i A women's movement taking as
its source the class and national
oppression of women as well as
their sex oppression, a women's
movement closely connected with
the struggle of the oppressed
nationalities and of the working
! class, a women's movement mobil-
' izing righteous anger against the
conditions impesed on women by
capitalism, a woman's movement
linked to the struggle of the cp-
pressed nations and people of the
world against imperialist hege-
monism, only such a movement will
take the women of America to the
streets in the thousands and tens
and hundreds of thousands to
| change the face of US society.
This demands the militant init-
iative of communists and working
women. Only the perspective of
proletarian, not bourgeois, lead-
ership can release the tremendous
revolutionary potential of the
women's movement and create the
basis for the masses of women
to take the initiative in their
struggle for equal rights.

men, not illusions of true equal-
Aty under bourgeois rule, must
guide the struggle for women's
‘emancipation.

The period during which bour-
geois reformism could lead the
women's movement in any direction
other than retreat and capitula-
tion is long over. The hollowness
of the conference still-born in
Houston is evidence of that. The
women's movement today is an in-
seperable part of world socialist
revolution and demands proletari-
an leadership.

We can sum up our concrete ex-
perience on that score.

The spontaneous resistance and
militancy which marked the rising
wonen's movement of the 1970's
in some part shook at the founda-
tions of the imperialist system.
Its birth took place during the
struggle for national liberation
in the ghettos of the US and in
the fields of Indochina; in turn
it gave support to6 these strug-
gles. Unity was built between a
number of US women's groups and
the Vietnamese Women's Union.
Massive anti-imperialist demon-
strations led by women and people
of oppressed nationalities rang
throughout this country, which
was marked as early as the late
1960's when thousands of women
marched in the Jeanette Rankin
Brigade in Washington,DC in pro-
test to the Indochina war. Women
were increasingly taking up their

SENECA FALLS CONFERENCE

The Houston conference officially opened with a torch lighting
ceremony on November 18th following a marathon run of two thousand
miles from Seneca Falls New York to the Houston Coliseum. Two
thousand women carried a lighted torch approximately one mile each
in an effort to connect the Houston Conference with the historic
Seneca Falls Conference held over 125 years ago. But there are
important differences between these two conferences.

while the Seneca Falls Declaration was couched -in terms of
"inalienable human rights" and patterned after the Declaration of
Independence, the sentiment at the conference was ‘that the govern-
ment did not serve the interests of women. It was a protest con-
ference and a militant declaration for change. Unlike Houston, the
Seneca Falls Convention was not even acknowledged by the bourgeoisies
and received no support from the federal government. It took place -
under conditions of strict repression of women's struggle for basic
legal equality. 1In its staunch demand for an equal place for
women in public life the conference earned the respect of militant
.and progressive women who have struggled since that time for

women's rights.
In short, the Seneca Falls conference was, in spite of its

limitations, a militant, vanguard protest against the degraded
position of women in U.S. society. By contrast, the Houston Con-
ference'was a strictly orchestrated, bourgeois reformist event
patterned after a Democratic Party convention.

It is clear that the upsurge of the women's movement which has
taken place in the US over the last decade is directly connected
to the development of the anti-imperialist struggle of the US
people. In the same way the Seneca Convention was directly con-
nected to the involvement of women in the abolitionist movement
to bring an end to slavery in the South. The Convention was a
protest against the restrictions women confronted in taking up a
militant and progressive role in social development.

This points to an’ important lessor. The struggle for women's
emancipation cannot be isolated from the resistance of oppressed
classes and people to oppression. There is no such thing as "fem-
inist neutrality" in the struggle to realize the demccratic aspira-
tions of women. Today women's struggle for emancipation is a
component part of the world proletarian socialist revolution.

.
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LEFT-CENTER from p. 1

tending all other forms of
struggle."

Who makes up the "left" and whc
makes up the "center"? According
to the revisionist party, all
those who want to bring about
basic reform make up the "left".
These are the socialists and
"communists" like the CPUSA. The
"Center" is made up of "indepen-
dent minded workers and progress-
ives" who constitute an opposi-
tion, but who still work within
the framework of capitalism and dc
not yet see the need for social-
ism. In an article in the October
issue of POLITICAL AFFAIRS, George
Meyers described the new emerging
center as those ‘in the top level
of the AFL-CIO bureaucracy who
are developing "effective opposi-
tion to the Meany leadership's
reactionary policies..." It in-
cludes those who "have spoken out
in favor of detente and trade with
the Soviet Union", and is all
encompassing enough to include the
UE, Winpisinger of the IAM, the
leadership of the Meat Packers ancd
0il, Chemical and Atomic Workers
unions, Balanoriff and Sadlowski in
steel, etc. The Center, we are
told, "rejects the close ties
with the anti-labor military in-
dustrial complex and the CIA. It
sees the need for alliances with
other sections of the population
.. .movements for Black liberation,
women's equality, protection of
ecology, a greater degree of po-
litical independence,"” and
so forth.

In other words, the real pur-
pose and content of the left-
center coalition is to subordin-
ate the working class to a refor-
mist trend in the trade union
movement. This is what the
central task of the revisionist
party amounts to.

HISTORY OF LEFT-CENTER UNITY

The historical roots of the
left-center coalition can be
found in the period of the world
wide struggle against fascism.
During this period, marked by
Dimitrov's report to the VII Con-
gress of the Comitern and the
anti-fascist Second World War,
the united front against fascism
gave correct orientation to revo-
lutionaries the world over. Com-
munists struggled for unity with
all segments of the working class,
including the various social dem-
ocratic parties who had been
bitterly and correctly opposed in
an earlier period. In his report
to the VII Congress,Dimitrov said:

"The Communist International
attaches no conditions to unity
of action except one, and that
an elementary condition accepta-
ble for all workers, vis that
the unity of action be directed
against fascism, against the

“offensive of capital, against tthe
the threat of war, against the
class enemy."

Thus the struggle for left-
center unity under the direction
of the CI during the anti-fascist
struggle was a basic element of
revolutionary strategy.

On the other hand, with the
defeat of the fascist powers in
the Second World War, a new
period with new tasks confronted
Communist parties around the
world, including the CPUSA. Alli-
ances correct for the anti-fascist
struggle could not be dogmatically
applied in new conditions. A
revolutionary strategy following
the war required preparation for
the overthrow of US imperialism.
The focus of the US party's main
blow in this period, therefore,
had to be directed against the
parties of compromise and concili-
ation with imperialism. Left-
center unity could no longer pro-
vide basic orientation to a revo-
lutionary party. In a new situ-
ation it meant instead liquida-
tion of the party's vanguard role.

But in summing up this period,
the revisionists do not under-
stand that the collapse of the
unity of the left and the center
was an inevitable product of a
decisive historic turn.

"...Left Center unity was
one of the first victims of the
Cold War...Widespread circula-
tion was given to the false
charge that the 'Communists
control the unions"... Trade
union leaders from the local
union level to the very top
were forced to demean themselves
by signing affidavits denying
Communist Party membership or
adherence, under threat of
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tive year prison sentences. At
first the Left and Center re-
mained firm in the face of this
vicious anti-labor onslaught.
Then the Center began wavering.
It finally collapsed with CIO
President Phillip Murray lead-
ing an ignominious retreat.
With the left temporarily
prostrate, the Center turned to
Right-wing elements in the
trade union movement. Instead
of an ally of the Left, the
Center became a captive of
the Right."
The isolation of the party during
the post war and McCarthy period
was not an inevitable result
however. 1Instead it was, among
other things, a necessary product
of the party's pathetic effort to
perpetuate a policy of unity with
the center which now meant reli-
ance on a policy of compromise
with imperialism.

The same is true today. Re-
viving the left-center coalition
shows the full consolidation of
the CPUSA on the basis of re-
visionism and exposes its role as
one of the main social props of
imperialism. The left-center
coalition is a means to strengthen
the influence of monopoly capita-
lism on the workers movement and
to liquidate the leading role of
a vanguard party. The degree to
which this formulation still in-
fluences our movement shows our
failure to achieve a complete
ideological victory over opportun-
ism,

AN ATTACK ON COMMUNIST
WORK IN THE TRADE UNIONS

It is important to speak speci-
fically to the open attack on
Marxist-Leninist trade union work
reflected in the policies of the
CPUSA's left-center coalition.

First of all, the left-center
coalition is a policy of reform-
ism rather than a revolutionary
policy to guide the proletariat in
the seizure of state power. It
attempts to confine our struggle
to one for trade union demands,
such as greater union democracy,
and pretends that the battle for
such demands will lead automati-
cally to higher stages of struggle,
As Winston puts it:

"The fact is that the wider
democratic struggle will cor-
respondingly increase mass
anti-monopoly consciousness to
the point of realizing the
necessity for socialism in
our country."

There couldn't be a better
example of the rotten theory of
stages criticized by Lenin in
WHAT IS TO BE DONE: political
tasks are restricted to what is
inmediatley palatable to the
broad masses involved,in struggle
with the expectation that this
will spontaneously raise their
level of class consciousness.

The most blatant example of the
reformist character of the left-
center coalition is its open re-
nunciation of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, Winston describes
this in a pitiful manner. .

"If you refer to our 2lst

Convention documents you will

note that we do not use the

words 'dictatorship of the
prdletariat'. The truth is
that some 59 Communist Parties
in the world do not use the
language, but they maintain the
concept of working class leader-
ship of the anti-monopoly
movement and also in the fight
for socialism."

What is "working class leadership"

or "the fight for socialism"

~without the dictatorship of the

proletariat?! Contrary to re-
visionism, orthodox Marxism-
Leninism knows there is no such
thing.

Overall the policies of the
left-center coalition are an
effort to reduce our tasks to
fighting for shallow reforms and
detente.

Second, the left-center
coalition seeks to strengthen the
leadership of the reformists and
revisionists over the unions.
Marxism-Leninism considers the
trade union bureaucracy agents of
the capitalist class in the work-
ers movement and seeks to drive
them from the unions. The left-
center coalition, on the other
hand, does not expose, but
strengthens the role of the refor-
mist trade union leaders and petty
bourgeois liberals who, according
to the CPUSA, make up the Center.
The left-center coalition ties the
future of the working class to

N
corrupt leaders who use rank and
file rebellion and discontent in
their own self serving struggles
for power. Miller's Miners for
Democracy and the Sadlowski cam-
paign in steel, for example, are
successes for the left-center
coaltion according to the re-
visionists.

Third, the left-center coali-
tion attacks the vanguard role of
a communist party. The role of a
political party propagated by the
revisionists is that of an organ-
ization bargaining for influence
rather than fighting for leader-
ship of all aspects of trade union
and popular struggles. This
tailist conception of the rela-
tionship of party to trade union
leadership is reflected in how
the CPUSA sums up the '30's. In
the article mentioned above,
Meyers comments:

"When the history of  the
1930s is properly written, it
will show that the anti-fascist
movements of the working class,
under the leadership of the
CIO, and under the influence
of the CPUSA brought our
country into World War II on
the side of anti-fascism."
(emphasis ours)

Marxist-Leninists want to lead

the trade unions, not just influ-
ence them, and the same applies to
all mass organizations of the
people. Instead of the bankrupt
"move the trade unions to the
left" through our "influence", we
insist on fighting to subordinate
the trade unions to party control!

There is the same attack on
leadership in the revisionist
view of organizational tasks in
the class. The left-center coali-
tion wants to narrow the scope of
this work and, in particular, to
ignore its illegal aspect. Instead
of Bolshevik organization, there
is capitulation to petty bour-
geiois democracy.

For example, Winston discusses
the importance of building "shop
clubs". The word "club" is a
carryover from the days in the
middle forties when the party was
liquidated into a political
association. At that time factory
nuclei were liquidated as the
basic units of party organization
and the style of work based on the
factory cell, including prepara-
tion for both legal and illegal
struggle, was abandoned. In ex-
plaining the left-center coalition
work today, Winston attacks those
who would try to "quarterback" the
work of club members within "mass
organizations in general, and
trade unions in particular."
Probably Winston means the CPUSA's
"fight for socialism" is easier
than a football game and there is
no need for a proletarian party
to lead. But every class con-
tscious worker will recognize in
this attack on "quarterbacking"

a revisionist attack on the forms
of proletarian organization and
leadership on the shop floor
which panders to every kind of
petty bourgeois prejudice about
participatory democracy.

Fourth, the left-center coali-
tion belittles the tremendous
reserve of advanced workers in
this country and justifies the re-
visionist refusal to take up the
task of winning them to the path
of revolution. Instead of winning
the vanguard to communism and re-
lying on the class conscious
vanguard to win over the masses,
the CPUSA unites with the trade
union secretary and relies on
these forces to mobilize the class
for mediocre reforms and mild
bourgeois schemes. Some of these
"advanced elements", Winston brags
will "fight for the nationaliza-
tion of industries, with boards
composed of labor ané other
social strata. And, there are
some who cven go beyond this."
Imagine! Even beyond this!! How
bold and daring!! These workers,
he assures us, will make the fac-
tories a base for "democracy and
peace". How petty and puny!! The
Leninist party we need to lead the
US proletariat will make factories
our fortresses for working class
dictatorship and class war!!!

The fact is that anyone who
has worked in a factory for a
month knows that there are num=-
erous kinds of "socialists, in-
dependent minded workers and
progressives” with all kinds of
theories who misrepresent the
objectives of class struggle and
whose opportunism is an important
influence keeping advanced work-
ers from Marxism-Leninism. These
are the "advanced elements" the

CPUSA wants to win to its cuvaii-
tion. Unfortunately, our own
movement has too frequently
tailed or linked up with these
same elements and become side-
tracked from the task of winning
genuine vanguard elements who

can be won to taking full respon-
sibility for the program of
orthodox Marxism-Leninism.

Finally, the propagation of the
left-center coalition by the
CPUSA represents an effort by the
revisionist party to lay a founda-
tion in the trade unions for the
formation of a reformist labor
party. Another article from the
October issue of POLITICAL AFFAIRS
quotes Gus Hall, Chairman of
the CPUSA:

"The idea of a new, mass
people's party received a
positive response whenever it
was discussed....The time has
come to stop just talking about
it, and to begin to bring to-
gether those forces which are
ready to take some initiative
in this direction."

The effort to form such a party
at this time will be an effort

to imbue the working class with

the reformism of electoral poli-
tics in a period of revolutionary
upsurge and preparation for inter-
imperialist war.

In preparing the conditions
for the revolutionary overthrow
of our bourgeoisie, a vanguard
US Marxist-Leninist party must
focus its main blow at the par-
ties of compromise and concilia-
tion with imperialism. Winning
an ideological victory over
opportunism means unmasking worth-
less distortions of orthodox
Marxism-Leninism, like the
CPUSA's left-center coalition.

PHILIPPINE LEADER from p.3

In this book Sison clearly identified
the central task of the Philippine revo-
lution which was "the overthrow of US im-
perialism, feudalism and bureaucratic ca-
pitalism, the seizure of political power
and its consolidation. Our purpose is to
liberate the Filipino nation from foreign
oppression and also the great masses of
the Filipino people, especially the peas-
antry, from feudal oppression". Under Si-
son's leadership the Party not only ex-
posed the dangers presented by US imper-
ialism to the Filipino nation, but also
the dangers of Soviet social-imperialism.

More recently Sison made another theo-
retical contribution to the Philippine
revolution with his brilliant analysis of
Philippine economic, political, cultural
and geographical conditions in his "Spe-
cific Characteristics of Our People's
War". This work, which summed up the ac-
cumulated experience of the NPA in the
five years following martial law, is of
‘special significance for providing revo-
lutionary theory for movements fighting
imperialism in small, island countries
with no friendly borders.

Because of his great theoretical con-
tributions, together with his practical
leadership of the armed struggle, Jose
Maria Sison stands as the foremost revo-
lutionary leader in the Philippine revo-
lution. Because of his great contribu-
tions, his arrest, while a setback, will
not in any way destroy the revolution.
Based on the correct orientation and col-
lective leadership of the Party, the re-
volutionary movement will continue to
make great strides forward against US im-
perialist domination, social imperialist
intrigue, and against the feudal and bu-
reaucrat capitalist class forces that
stand as a barrier to the social emanci-
pation of the Filipino masses.

As a Filipino revolutionary wrote in
a poem in 1950:

"Our leaders are the fruit of a plant,

Whose seed was among the people.

The people are a rich soil.

What does not grow among the people?

And in this climate of heat,

That is a revolutionary period,

Will not the fruits be in profusion?"

It is the proletarian internationalist
duty of all members of the US revolution-
ary movement to take up the struggle for
the release of Jose Maria Sison and other
political prisoners in the Philippines.
Recently the Marcos government condemned
to death the head of the NPA, Bernabe
Buscayno (known as Commander Dante), Lt.
Victor Corpus, a military officer in the
Marcos army who led a rebellion and join-
ed the NPA and Senator Beningno Aquino,
a leader of the parliamentgry opposition
to the Marcos regime. We must vigorously
protest the torture and abuse afflicted
upon these and other prisoners. The debt
of blood created by the torture and mur-
der of revolutionaries in the Philippines
will certainly be repaid in full. With
every arrest, the CPP, the NPA and the
resistance movement in general replenish-
es its ranks; for every people's soldier
it marders, ten more arise; for every ac-
tivist captured, twenty more take their

place.




MINERS STRIKE from p.1

their projected goals this year,
the Bureau of Mines reported in
August that coal production was
3.6% higher this year than last--
this while miners have lost their
health care coverage.

MINERS NEED WILDCATS

Both the UMW leaders and the
BCOA are portraying wildcats
as irrational acts of a younger
generation of miners. During the
last wildcats, they continually
said that the miners were hurt-
ing themselves by staying out.
But wildcats are in fact the only
weapon the miners have to fight
for their interests when the
union itself refused to fight
for them. The wildcats the past
few years have been over basic
and important issues-health and
safety issues, the right to
strike over those issues, and the
cutbacks in health care. If
wildcats harm production, it is
the responsibility of the coal
operators, not the miners who
fought back against their ex-
ploitation.

The militancy of the rank and
file has become a major issue in
the coal industry. The coal
operators want to see the wild-
cats end and want the UMW leaders
to guarantee that they can con-
trol their members. Joseph P.
Brennan, president of the BCOA,
said recently that "The single
most significant issue is that of
labor stability... It is the
basic premise of a national agree-
ment that once a contract is sign-
ed and ratified there will neith-
er be stoppages called at any
level of the union, local, dis-
trict or international--nor will
there by any wildcat strikes."”

He has also emphasized that the
"BCOA will demand the right to
operate our mines during a con-
tract term without the constant
debilitating imprint of the wild-
cat: " This is" cur"dues’ ' "It is
something given by a labor union
in every other industry and it
must be forthcoming to us."

Miller agrees with the BCOA
that wildcats should be stopped,
but he is having difficulty con-
trolling his membership for the
coal operators. In fact, he is
having trouble even holding onto
his office. 1In June he barely
won re-election in a close three
way race--he only got 39% of the
vote. If the announcement of the
cutbacks in the Health and Pen-
sion Funds hadn't been held off
until after the election, he
probably would have lost. Lee
Roy Patterson, who opposed Miller
in the election, is one of the
old Boyle administration and he
has support of 3/4 of the Inter-
national Executive Board. But
more important than the faction-
al in-fighting among the bureau-

crats, none of whom really repre-
sents the interests of the work-
ers, is the lack of support Miller
now has among the rank and file.
He came into office with a mili-
tant image in 1972 as part of the
Miners For Democracy movement.
That movement was able to win
some major gains in union demo-
cracy including the ratification
of contracts by the rank and file
and the election of district
officers by the membership. The
1974 contract negotiated by Mil-
ler also won some significant
gains for miners in wages and
benefits including, for the first
time, sick leave and a cost of
living allowance. But with in-
dustry profits soaring in 1974
Miller could have gotten more for
the miners. And since 1974 Miller
has again and again proven to the
miners that he will not fight for
them. The cuts in the Health and
Pension Funds were only the lat- .
est example. Miller has ‘never

taken up the demand to end the
connection between benefits and
production that fundamentally

undermines the right to strike.

Because of the pressure of the
rank and file, Miller can't
come out completely against wild-
cats. So he's proposing to add
to the no-strike clause of the
1974 contract a provision that
union locals could strike over
local issues with the approval
of the majority of their member-
ship. But the coal operators
have refused this proposal calling
it just a "gimmick" and saying
that even the majority vote pro-
vision wouldn't stop wildcats.
The BCOA instead wants the union
officers to get tougher with-
their members suspending or
fining individual miners and -
suspending local autonomy if
necessary to force miners to use
arbitration instead of strikes
over grievances.

IS UNION BUSTING THE ISSUE?

In a desperate attempt to con-
trol the militancy of the rank
and file, Miller is now raising
that the crucial issue is to
save the union itself - a typical
ploy of trade union bureaucrats
to try to rally workers to their
sold-out leadership. The mine
workers have been able to win a
national contract which could be
a powerful weapon. Miller is
calling on UMW members to "stand
united and strong" to defend
that national agreement and to
prevent the mine owners from
using their "combined economic
and political strength to bear
against local units of miners" to
cut wage rates, reduce benefits
and impose different contract
expiration dates. He points to
statements by Brennan that the
union is "weak and divided" and
that the operators and unions
have "one more real shot" at a
national contract. "If it
doesn't work, then you have a
vacuum and vacuums tend to get
filled." But the coal operators
don't really want to break the
union. In fact, they have said
that they want to emphasize the
"importance of a strong union."
What they prefer is a strong
union leadership, like the old
days of John L. Lewis, that
could control the members. The
crucial issue in the UMW today
is not whether miners will be
represented by a union but whether
they will be represented by a
union that collaborates with the
coal companies or fights for the
interests of the mine workers.

Brennan himself is an example
of the close working relationship
between the UMW bureaucrats and
the coal operators. Son of a
UMW district president, he
formerly worked for the UMW. He
was director of the UMW research
department and was involved in
the 1971 contract negotiations.
Then in 1973 he fermally went to
work for the coal operators
joining the National Coal Assoc-
iation and in 1975 going to work
for the BCOA--where he is now
president.

Even before the strike began,
Miller revealed the treachery of
his class collaboration "leader-
ship". During contract nego-
tiations he. announced publicly
that during a strike all the
medical and death benefits would
be cut off and the pensions of re-
tired miners would also be re-
duced. This is an especially
hard blow to the miners who have
had their savings drained in the
recent wildcats. Meanwhile,
Miller has hired a public rela-
tions firm, the same one that
does work for the AFL-CIO
and the steelworkers union, to
try to bolster the union's
public image--as if that would
win a good contract!

The coal industry is saying
that they are prepared for this
strike with high reserves, a
weak market and the expectations
that non-UMW miners can supply
the coal to replenish their re-
serves. (50% of the coal today
compared with 70% a decade ago,
is produced by non-UMW miners.)
Electric power stations and steel
plants, the 2 largest coal consu-
mers, have unusually high coal
stockpiles--enough they say to
last 3 months.

However, neither the coal in-
dustry nor the federal govern-

ment want to see a long coal
strike even if there are reserves

_.enough to supply current coal

needs. This is because an im-
portant part of Carter's energy
plan is to increase production
and use coal as part of re-
ducing US dependence on foreign
oil. He is responding to the
growing economic power forged
from the unity of Third World
countries and to the necessity

to prepare for war with the
Soviet Union. His plan calls for
increasing coal production from
665 million tons this year to

1 billion tons by 1985 and for
switching industry to coal as a
source of 32% of its energy needs.
The Government Accounting Office
estimates that to meet these
increased demands it will be nec-
essary to open between438 and 825
new mines, recruit and train
531,600 new miners (currently
there are 208,000 miners) and
invest $26.7 to 45.5 billion in
new capital. The bourgeoisie
intends to make the working

class pay for increased coal pro-
duction and use with tax breaks
for industry to finance the ex-
pensive conversion to coal, loan
guarantees for coal companies to
finance increased production,
higher prices on manufactured
goods, and overlooked environ-
mental standards for coal-burn-
ing plants. Moreover, it intends
to increase production with in-
tensification of labor. The

coal operators say that to meet
the increased demands and to
attract capital to open new mines,
they must have a "stable" work
force and increase the produc-
tivity of their workers which
they say is limited by absentee-
ism, wildcats, the Coal Mine and
Safety Act of 1969 and wage agree-
ments with the UMW.

Until negotiations broke off,
the federal government said it
wouldn't get invoived in the
coming miners strike. The Sec-
cretary of Labor Marshall admit-
ted that he had been watching the
situation very closely but that
"the Lapor Department has no in-
tention of intervening in col-
lective bargaining which is the
way to solve the problems in
the coal industry." But we know
that this claim of neutrality is
empty for the government always
acts to protect the interests
cf the bourgeoisie. Morxeover,
the importance of coal to Carter's
Energy plans make it unlikely
the government would not inter-
vene. After contract talks were
called off, the federal govern-
ment did step in as a "mediator"
and is trying to get negotiations
going again. Moreover, a task
force of several federal agencies
has already been planning for a
protracted UMW strike. One
option they are considering is a
strike stopping Taft Hartley
injunction. Another would be to
use a 1950 defense act which gives
the President the power to seize
surplus coal and ship it to areas
where it was needed. An official
of the Federal Preparedness
Administration said in defense of
this possible government action,
"It's not strike breaking; it's
action taken in the national
interest." Of course, the "nat-
ional interest" in this case
coincides with that of the coal
companies and not with the in-
terests of the working class.

MINERS' STRIKE TO BE "A SCHOOL 3
OF WAR"

We know for certain that the
miners' strike will be a signifi-
cant class battle with important
lessons to be learned by the min-
ers and the working class as a
whole. The contradiction between
the economic and political inter-
ests of the miners on the one hand,
and the interests of the capital-
ists and their political represen-
tatives in the government and the
working class movement on the oth-
er hand, has become acute. On the
one hand there is the recent sharp
attack on the livelihood of the
miners and their need to regain
and improve upon what was lost. On
the other hand there is the mine-
owners' need for an increased rate
of profit in the present economic
crisis and the intolerance the
government will take toward dis-
rupted coal production while coal
is so vital as an energy source in
this time of superpower war prepa-
rations. The bourgeois state, the
capitalists and the trade union
bureaucrats will line up on one
side, and the miners in their
thousands on the other.

Strikes are "a school of war" as
Lenin explained in "On Strikes".
In the .upcoming strike the miners
will face a stubborn--and power-
ful--enemy in the mine-owning mon-
opoly capitalists which will test
the mettle of their endurance and
fighting capacity and the ability
of their trade union to serve as
an effective fighting organization
in a sharp economic struggle. The
majority of miners will be further
convinced of the complete hostili-
ty and antagonism that exists be-
tween their class interests and
the class interests of the capitail
ists and the state that defends
the capitalists' interests, and
the complete bankruptcy of the
class collaborationist leadership
of the trade union bureaucrats.
Their consciousness of the need tc
bring genuine workind class lead-
ership to their union will be
strengthened

The mineworkers know that coal
production is increasingly tied
to the political interests of the
capitalist class as a whole and
that the state will intervene with
ferocity to defend these political
intere'sts. At the present time
even the defense of the miners'
economic interests requires a pol-
itical struggle. It is the job of

communists to bring to the fertile
ground created by this class bat-
tle the lesson that the working
class can wage political struggle
only under the leadership of an
independent vanguard political
party of the proletariat, a new

communist party.

The Workers Congress (ML) is a

multi-national communist organiza-
tion which takes Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetung Thought as the theor-
etical basis guiding its thinking.
While we intend to discuss ques-

tions from our own definite point
of view, in striving to build THE

COMMUNIST as an instrument for the

Leninist trend, we call on all
Marxist-Leninists and revolution-
ary workers to join with us and
contribute correspondence of fac-
tory and political exposures, the

trade union struggle, the democra=

tic struggles for national liber-
ation and for the emancipation of
women, etc.

Subscribe to
THE COMMUNIST

Subscription rates to THE
COMMUNIST are $4.25 per year. The
paper is published every two weeks
Please make checks or money orders
payable to: WORKERS CONGRESS

The WC (ML) can be contacted at:
WC - POB 1297 = Chicago,I11.60690

Subscribase a
ELCOMMUNISTA

EL COMUNISTA se publica separado
en espanol. $4.25 por ano.
de extender su cheque or giro

postal a favor de WORKERS CONGRESS

Congreso de Obreros
POB 117:3
Los Angeles, Ca. 90111
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The follow:.nq\ .dcle introduces the Workers Congress'
pamphlet: "THE MAIN BLOW IN THE PRESENT HISTORIC PERIOD".

The pamphlet is available from the Workers Congress (ML),
PO Box 1297, Chicago, Illinois 60690, for 50¢ a copy.
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The articles on the "main blow" reéprinted in
this pamphlet have a particular importance for
movement at this time. As Huang Hua, the
Chairman of the Chinese delegation to the UN,
pointed out in a speech to the General Assembly
on September 29, we are in a new historic period
--the period of struggle against superpower
hegemonism. For Marxist-Leninists, it is impos-.
sible to get a grasp of any historic period with-
out understanding the focus of revolutionary
strategy at that time--that is, without under-
standing the direction of the main blow. This
is generally true.

More particularly, errors on the main blow re-
flect an underlying failure to grasp the specific
features of a historic period. As Stalin writes
in a passage reprinted here at p.22, "a strategic
plan suitable for one period of history, which
has its own features, cannot be suitable for
another period of history, which has entirely
different specific features." At this time,
errors on the main blow reflect a fundamental
failure to grasp firmly Chairman Mao Tsetung's
great strategic concept of the three worlds.

The importance of this point cannot be over-
estimated. A sharp attack has come forward in
the international communist movement against the
three world thesis of Chairman Mao and this
attack has been reflected in our own movement.
Without a doubt it is fueled by opportunist
interpretations of the three world thesis.

]

The social chauvinist line on the main blow
taken up in this pamphlet is one example of that.
The Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) (CPML)
(formerly the Organizing Committee of the
October League, the OL/OC) calls for us to direct
our main blow internationally against the USSR
only. Objectively this is a social chauvinist
line which plainly contradicts the strategy of
a united front against the hegemonism of both
superpowers. It is consistent only with a strete-
gic plan which takes the USSR as the principal
enemy, calls for a united front against Soviet
social imperialism and in the end reduces the
first world tc the USSR alone.

THE ATTACK ON ONE ERROR COVERS ANOTHER

Attacking the social chauvinist character of
this line has provided excellent cover for
opportunist forces in our movement to conceal
their own errors.

For example, a number of US -Marxist-Leninist
organizations have taken up the line that both
superpowers represent the same danger to the
same extent in order to polemicize against the
CP(ML)'s opportunist stand on the main blow. °
Instead of preserving what is correct and ex-
posing what is incorrect, they use the cover of
what is incorrect to attack what is correct.

Specifically, these forces fail to point out--

THE MAid BLOW
IN THE PRESENT
HISTORIC PERIOD

TWO ARTICLES FROM
THE COMMUNIST

including selections from Stalin:
CONCERNING THE QUESTION OF STRATEGY AND
TACTICS OF THE RUSSIAN COMMUNIST
and
OCTOBER REVOLUTION AND TACTICS

correct to call the Soviet Union the more danger-
ous of the two superpowers. As a result they are
unable to expose in a theoretically cenvincing
way the chauvinism of the CP(ML)'s position on
the focus of revolutionary strategy in the pres-
ent historic period. Their attempt to show that
the two superpowers are equally dangerous falls
short of its mark.

To call both superpowers the same danger to
the same degree and to the same extent is wrong
from the point of view of dialectical method
and shows a failure to make a concrete analysis
lof changes which have taken place in world
affairs. The history of two imperialist wars
teaches us to pay close attention to the uneven
development of the relationship of force between
the imperialist great powers. These differences
can only be resolved by force. To abandon the
law of uneven development makes it impossible to
trace concretely the development of these
factors which must sooner or later give rise
to impegialist war.

The debate, therefore, conducted within such
narrow limits, has led only to confusion. One
strategic plan leads to social chauvinism; the

other belittles the danger of imperialist war.
Neither is capable of mobilizing US working
and oppressed people in a complex international
situation.

STALIN'S TEXTS ON THE MAIN BLOW

The texts from Stalin discussed here provide
important background to the concept of "historic

period" raised by Huang Hua in h. N speech. In
the excerpts reprinted, Stalin cx ~rly explains
the relationship between a historic turn, a
historic period, the main enemy and the main
blow. These passages also make clear the
distinction between the main blow of the party
of the proletariat and the main blow of the
working class and its allies. Failure to make
this distinction has added mud to waters already
clouded by theoretical confusion.

Notice that a historic period is not equiva-
lent to the Marxist-Leninist concept of an epoch
or an era. We are still in the era of imperial-
ism and proletarian revolution. But as Chairman
Mao points out in ON CONTRADICTION, the process
of the development of a thing goes through a
number of stages, each of which is marked by its
particular features. Decisive developments in
the era of imperialism and proletarian revolu-
tion reflect historic turns which demarcate
historic periods. The present stage (historic
period) in the development of the era of imper-
ialism and proletarian revolution is character-
ized by three factors which in their development
constitute a fundamental historic turn. These
factors are: (1) the restoration of capitalism
in the USSR and the disintegration of the social-
ist camp; ‘(2) the decline of US imperialism and
the disintegration of the Western imperialist
camp; (3) the rise of the Third World. It is
these changes, summed by Chairman Mao in his
theory of the three worlds and which reflect the
development of all the basic contradictions of
the contemporary era, that are the basis for
understanding the international situation today.

On this foundation, a revolutionary proletar-
ian party in the US, genuinely built according
to the revolutionary theory and style of
Marxism-Leninism, must call for the broadest
united front internationally against the hege-
monism of the two superpowers based on the unity
of the revolutionary movement in this country
with the socialist countries and with the prole-
tariat and oppressed people and nations through-
out the world and with the third world countries
and all countries subjected to aggression, inter-
ference or threats of superpower hegemonism, as
a component part and the main content of the
united front against imperialism in this period.

As we said in our article "Stalin on the Main
Blow", "The relatively greater danger to
imperialist war posed by the USSR has not
brought an end to this historic period and does
not make a new historic turn where the USSR is
alone the prinicipal :nemy of world revolution."

DIRECT THE MAIN BLOW AGAINST BOTH SUPERPOWERS

The main blow is the main direction a prole-
tarian movement must take in a given historic
period. It is the main focus of a strategic
plan suitable to the specific features of a
particular historic period.

Huang Hua said: "We are now in a new period--
the period of struggle against cupezpower
hegemonism."

There can be no doubt. In the vresent historic
period we must direct our main blow against the
hegemonism of both superpowers.

SUPERPOWERS SEEK ADVANTAGE
The Arab and Palestinian peoples

been followed by a step

SADAT CONCESSIONS from p.3

atrqule against the Israel Zion-

as we have done in this pamphlet--why it is
1sts and
war of annihilation against our

Arab people and nation." The PLO

‘ers_had Erogressed only on _the ba-
sis of joint political and milit-

their superpower support- imperialism.

held large demonstrations in pro-

ary activity. Sadat's trlp_and

Both superpowers,

test. At a rally held on November subsequen

t actions have jeopar- different routes,

20 in the Martyr's Cemetery in

Bierut's Shatila refugee camp, Ar- SUREIDOWEr
afat declared, "From this sacred their att

place which embraces the best sons
of the Arab nation, I say to the
masses in occupied Jerusalem that
occupied Jerusalem will only be
regained through blood and strug-
gle and not through capitulation

le of tha
outside i

|
1
|

and kneeling" '& world's 1

ers.
,Syria criticized the visit in

the UN and Libya, which had just the Arab

recently established full diploma-

tic relations with Egypt, broke and, ¢

off all relations and called for Us. This,

a boycott of Egypt. Sadat's for- ;

eign minister, Ismail Fahmy, re- to impose a

signed in protest of the trip, and Would be

the man appointed to fill his pos-
ition also resigned hours later.
The Cairo-based "Voice of Pales-
tine" radio station was ordered
closed by the Egyptian government
after it aired criticisms of Sad-
at's trip, and leading Palestinian
representatives were ordered to
leave Egypt.

accept al
from the

we shall

The isolation of Egypt in the
Arab community has been furthered
by Sadat's call for a pre-Geneva
peace conference in Cairo to which
Israel was invited with no pre-

,conditions for negotiations. It
appears that apart from Egypt

are some
pacts whi

dized chat unity

affairs of the Middle

The problems in the Middle East
can only be resolved by the peop-

Necessarily, by failing to
rely ‘'on the unified strength of

peoples, Sadat must tur

to reliance on the superpowers, Izp
at this point,

utes to the superpowers'

to the aspirations and rights of
the oppress:d masses of the region.

Sadat declared to Israel that,
regards to a peace settlement,"we
either of them...because in return
tees." The guarantees he spoke to
both of the superpowers to milita-

rily intervene in the Middle East
‘in the event of war._Iggerialist

the US and USSR, in
empts to meddle in the
East.

s,

created

t region and not through of a Geneva conference,
nterference by the

argest imperialist pow-

gypt's break with the US

in increased collaboration with US
The danger of super
power intervention is strengthened

though taking
are seeking to

and aided the twe take advantage of the situation as
much as possible. The US imperial-
ists are glad to see the divisions
in the Arab ranks and the
strengthened position of Israel.

Carter has stated that he saw the
visit as advancing the likelihood

critically stated that "we do have
this common religious bond that at
‘least provides a possible avenue

for peace if we can remove the ob-
stacles that men create.
would like to pretend that meta-

ted significantly to

3SR has the military

backward strength of the Arab countries),
will force the other Arab coun-
tries to turn to the USSR for "as-

sistance", thus enabling it to
further'its influence and domina-
tion over them.

ARAB UNITY STILL KEY

In face of the present develop-
ments, the Arab countries are so-
lidifying their unity, seeking to
gather enough pressure to prevent
the Egyptian government from tak-
ing unilateral action with Israel.
They are remaining firm to a prin-
cipled stand against Zionist cccu-
pation of Palestine and Arab lands
and in support of the PLO.. They
are putting aside differences,
such as the longstanding conflict
between Iraq and Syria, in order

and hypo-

" Carter

especially t
however, only contrib-
efforts
"settlement" which

in direct contradiction

among nations or settle

in
with Israel and is busy
1 the guarantees you want
two superpowers or from

though it adds that the
receive the same guaran-

for them".
gance to
this fashion.

form of mutual defence
ch would enable one or

tack from the US. It is

there will be a complete Arab boy

* ancontention for hegemony is provi-
_@ieJ the convenient cover of

"set- -

cott of this meeting.

Eeace

Egypt's invitation to Israel
was made despite Begin's re-
_cent statement tHat "No Israeli
delegation will negotiate in any.
way and any place with the so-
called PLO, whether it is in Cairc
or Geneva or the moon". Egypt's
apparent willingness to :disregard
the concerns of its neighbors and
continue with the conference is a
sign that it is moving ahead on
its peril~us isolationist course.
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However, the

physics can overcome inequality

with imperialist domination.
while the US remains the chief
arms-peddler in the Middle East,
thriving off the no war-
climate that promises to remain if
Egypt does negotiate independently
In his speech before the Knesset with Israel. The US will be at-
tending the Cairo conference along

Sadat by claiming that he
speaking for the Arab world",

countries and the PLO "have not

recognized that Egypt is speaking
It is superpower arro-
"appoint” a spokesman in

The USSR is taking a different

the role of wolf in sheep's cloth-
hold "Arab

tlxng dlsputes or guarahteeingr ing by retending to u
\O\unity" and demanding PLO represen-
\ /tation. But its stand is sheer hy-

. This possibility represents a
great danger to the people of the
Middle East and of the world.
IT, no.7 of THE COMMUNIST,
an‘article entitled "EGYPT BREAKS
TIES WITH THE USSR-Step Against
Superpower Intervention”, we stat-
"It .will be no solution for
Egypt s government to go from the
‘arms of one superxrpower into the
arms of another"
positive step forward taken in E-

ocrisy. By collaborating with the
S in the call for a Geneva confer-

242 and 338 (a call Israel also
has made) it has already recogni- .
zed the state of Israel and effec-
tively denied the rights of the
Palestinian people. Actually the
USSR is promoting the disunity of
Arab countries in the hopes that
the potential loss of Egypt to

the Arab bloc (Eqypt had contribu-

to reinforce their unity and their
accounts strength.

Mean--

The present vacillation -and re-
treat of ‘the Egyptian government
is a set-back to the united Arab
struggle against Zionist and super=-.
power aggression in the Middle
East. It is also a setback to the’
entire struggle of the world's
people against superpower hegemon-
ism and the danger of world war.
But a setback does not mean a de-
feat. The present consolidation of
Arab unity must and will be
strengthened. As the Minister of
Information of Syria, Ahmed Iskan-
der Ahmed recently stated, "Syria
is keen on creating favorable con-
ditions to ‘realize any form of
Arab unity, for Syria always be-
lieves that the Arabs' own poten-
tial forms the basis for any Arab
action, be it political or milita-
ry, to liberate the occupied ter-
ritories and restore the usurped
rights."”

no peace

promoting
"is

even
other Arab

adopting

resolutions

Not any superpower interference
or meddling, nor capitulation to
the Zionist aggressors, but only -
the unified strength of the Arab
and Palestinian people will guar-
antee a principled and lasting
peace in the Middle East. -
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