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SCLIDARITY WITH THE PECPLE O
VIETNA M

"Support of the national liberation movement is an essential
criterion for distinguishing pcople who genuinely oppose
imperialism and defend peace from those who do not, Support
of the Vietnamese people in their fight to drive out the U, S.
aggressors completely and to re-unify their motherland is
another essential criterion.,."

It is vital for every comrade io grasp this point, made by the Chinese
delegate at the V/orld Peace Conference in Helsinki. A largely sponi-
aneous movement of protest is developing in Britain, some people
joining in through fear of a general war, and others because they are
appalled at the atrocities commiitted by the U, S, Solutions put forward
are in general humanitarian - the bombing of North Vietnam must stop,
the atrocities must cease, at all corts the fighting must be brought to
a halt, the ""warring parties must be brought to the conference table!
And the C, F.G.B., in its propaganda, goes along with this,

But what has to be done is to convince the people of Britain that the
Vietnamese people, in fighting and defeating U.S. imperialism, are
by the same token fighting to ensure peace, that peace in 3, E, Asia is
only possible when the last U,S, serviceman has left Vietnam, Hence,
solidarity with the Vietnamese people is the struggle for peace here
in Britain, To the extent that this is not grasped, we are lagging
behind, A1l the negotiating was done in Geneva 11years ago, and the
peace-task now is to ensure that the results of those negotiations (the
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a stalemate, which would give imperialism a breather, and thus
Ap the U, S5, to wage war more effectively. Cf course Lyndon Johnsa
a his friendc want negotiaiions, ber*au se 1n batile they are geiiing
pelessly neaten, -and they desperaiely noed time 0 cornsolidate their |
itery positions, %o call up reservis’s, +.:. ain prore iroeps for jungle i
arfare, wraft in more fisian iroops. incrzase thels militery strike
cower, This iz the reason for Jehnson's "wicsditional talks” offer
i1 Apeil, the 2 ;-nat on anpeal lad by Yugoelavia, the Commonwealth
eace mi;mu..- proposal, end ke suggesiion by CGocdledt (U, S, dele- L
te ar Helsinki} for a conference deleguticicto Hunol, Faking, Wash- T

wgtonanc the U, N o arrangs o ceapelire cnd nagotiations

There is one sure way you cai always teil a revicionist - he is
onvinced that ihe iny Vie'nainese ration cannot win the military
truggle againsi the "all-sowerful' U, 0. A., with i%s new weapons,

‘s planes and itz ships. He is apnalled and ruinbed at tae thougnt
impoerialist violence, aidl corapliztely lacks confidence in revolution-
ey vicience, Therefore his feor drives him +o what foi* him is the
cnly solution - ¢ negotieted settlement, Such a man is John Gollan,
who talks of k,ol carity with the people of Vietnam, but has never

once dared 1o say that he iz against negotiations now.
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Cominunizsie have two autizg, {irst {o promote the formation of

b=

Seace in Vietram' comraitiees ard o davelop every possible form
of solidarity action especiaily direct industrial action, and secorly
va carmy cut persistent siruggie within the growing movement for a

wrrect line - 10 win the movement for ciass siruggle against
imperialism and for the people of Vietnam. _ne important test for
& communist in Britain today is his success in carrying out these
two tasks, v'e can all get encouragement from what happened at ).,'
Helsinki, for Carlton Goodlett himself, before proposing the dele- i
gation, started by criticizing U.5, Government pollcy and voicing ‘

support for the Vietnamese people. According to press reports he !

‘2ceived a standing ovation at the end of hiz speech, led enthusiast-
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astically by the delegates of the Soviet Union and Irdia, BEut, thanks
to the fighting speeches by the Chinese and other delegates, supported
by Ralph Schoenman of the Russel Peace Foundation, the final confer-
ence declaration pointed its finger at U,S, imperialism as "the sole
cause'' of the conflict, It went on to appeal to theforces of people and

" the democratic organisations of the whole world to launch a broad and

powerful movement to support, in all possible wa ys, the people of
Vietnam in their just struggle against the U.S, war & ‘aggression,

‘and for national independence, unity and peace., Goodlett and the

other five American delegates were almost the only ones to vote against
and were thus entirely isolated.  “/here a firm fight for the correct
line is waged, it can be successful,

Certain practmal problems exist for the letdership of the move-
ment in Britain, born of a long history of revisionism, and carefully

»nu,rtpred by it. The general problem is how, in practice to deveTcp

a broad movement with mass support and at the same time encourage
those sections which are capable of spearheading the movement by
direct action, At the present moment close on'a hundred local

TScace in Vietnam' committees have come into existence {almost all

within the last three months), and mostly they consis® of that same
group of interested, lefi-wing; humanitarian people who have becn
associated with similar causes over the last 15 years, The reins ara
taken by CP members, and the committee is seen by the public ‘
icommunist + fellow travellers' set-up, Although many T.U, branches
and Trades Councils have come out in suppori, very few trade—urﬁonisi-.:
actively take part in campaigning. The base of the ca mpaign ten

to get narrower rather than broader. The job for Communists is to
englire that each newly-formed commitiee is a genuinely broad :.ffa:z s
and is run by as wide as possible a variely of penple. Secondly,

serious attempt has to be made to get trade unionisis involved, avd

this' cannot ofien be achieved simply by writing round to the secreiar-
ies of union branches - a lot of individual canvassing has to be done,
Thirdly, it is necessary to win the local commitiees for gofag beyond

‘existing labour movement orgam.,aulons by organising meectings at

‘i“factory gates, Fourthly, the question cf direct action hes cont-uua”"
' ito'béiraised. A call has already gone out from [Morum. and refusa

to load ships has already happened in several courtrics, Comrade-s
need to explore the possibility of bringing this about in all discussicrs
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WILL PAYNTOSR DCES IT AGAIN,

Some months back, we criticised V/ill Paynter for advising
N, U, M, members against strikes to enforce their wage claim,
_nce more, he has shown an attitude hostile to militant class
struggle,

Mr. Lee, the Minister oi Power, has been openly threatening
the closure of ' 'vneconomic' pits.

£1 the annual conference of the IV, U, 14, at Margate, the Scottish
delegation had intended to move a resolution insisting that alternative
employment must be found befere any pit was closed,

But Cde, Faynter barred tn1.> resolution by moving a watered-
down "emergency resoluiion' from the Dxecutlve » calling for
urgent consultations with ‘he Covernment and “'ational Coal Board
about the closures and safeguards for men,

Further, he gaid he did not expect a fair hearing at the Miners®
Energy £ dv1°ory Council, He hinted to the Labour Party that they
might lose the Miners' political support,

VWhat ig Ww/ill Paynter upto ? Instead of paying aitention to the

pect of clags-struggle (which distinguishes a Communist from

Social-democrat) he even went so far as to appeal to the delegates
not to give weapons to those hostile to the industry, And this in face
of high feeling as witnessed in speeches by delegates from Cumber-
land, Durham and South V/ales,

No wonder even A, Moffat felt disturbed while moving a resolu-
“ion on behalf of the Executive !}

V7ill the C, P, G, B, have the courage to 1nvest1gate W/ill Paynter'
behav1our ?

I CCCCCCCCCCod(
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MANIFESTC CF THE MALAYAN NATI\,\IAL LIBERATIUN
LEAGUE with- FORUM ;

(Introduct;.on)

All those in Britain who oppose the Labour Governmentls gervil:
‘support of U, S, imperislist aggression in Vietnam must never fo:get
that this support is a direct consequence of British imperialism i
Malaya and the attempt to maintain British colonialism thoyg b thi
creation of "Malaysm It waz an earlier Labour Government whch
is 1948 launched a brutal war against the people of Malaya - a wea
that is still being waged, Like the U,S,, Britain maintains a cor:upt
puppet government drawn from feudal and ¢comprador elementc ard
uses its full military force to suppress all popular movements ‘u
this area it considers V1ta1 to its iinperialist interests. Like ne
U. 5., Britain depends upon troops from the Commonwealth - ‘isira-
lia and New Zealand, Like the U. 54, Britain has devised nev
forms of oppression to wage its war against a national liberatbn
struggle, Indeed the idea of strategic hamlets used in South
Vietnam by the Americans was learnt from British experienccin
Malaya, To demand a change in the policy of the British govenment
on Vietnam is in effect {0 -demand an end to British imperialisn in
Malaya and North Kalimantan, It is regrettable that in the rwent
movement developing in Britain for an end to U, 3. aggressiorin

ietnam there is rarely any reference to the British Government's
dirty war in Malaya,

Ve reprint in full the Manifesto of the Malayan National Lberation
League, originally published in the Malayan I onitor, /e fel tha:
comrades in Britain must be informed and concerned about tle

struggles being waged by the peoples in those parts of the glose viich,
while nominally independent, are still dominated by Britain, “oo
long has there been a deliberate policy of division between the class
struggle in Britain and the liberation struggles in British colomes
and semi~-colonies, The two are inter~related and by supporing
each other we shall be bringing about the destruction of the same
system of monopoly capitalism that enslaves us.
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ANIFESTO CF TEE MALAYAN NATICNAL_LIBERATICN' LE}‘ GULL,
Struggle to crush "'Malaysia' and for the genuine independence of

Malaza-

Compatriots and friends,

T
|

After the end of “/orld V/ar II, British imperialism completely
dis-regarded our people's aspiration for independenceand brazenly
restorec its colonial rule in our country. 1 : '

vn June 20, 1848, British imperialicm launched a colonial war
against our people, and, by this sanguinary means, tried to uproot
our people's ever-growing movement for national liberation. But
ihe resolute determination of broad sections of the people for
national independence and the dauntless resistance of the National
Liberation Army shattered the enemy's wild attempts, In the
ccurse of the war, the British colonial rule was shaken to its very
foundations, while the people's movement for national liberation

made rapid strides,

British imperialism, finding itself isolated and in extreme
difficulties, wag forced to declare the "independence' of the
Federation of Ifalaya on August 31,1857, It substituted a new
form of disguised and indirect colonial rule for the. old, undisguised
and direct one, In beaiing a political retreat, British imper-
ialism utilized the Rahmran administration to disseminate the lie:
about "independence' in order to lull the people's anti-imperial-
ist struggle,

riowever, this intrigue of British imperialicm and its henchmen
has failed, Diwring the last few years, inspired by the long and
persistent armed struggle of the National Liberation Army, our
people's siruggle for genuine independence, democracy, peace,
and the re-unification of the Malay Peningula with Singapore hag
made further headway, while the national liberation movement of
the people of North Kalimantan hag gained mementum and taken
‘he course of armed struggle, = Throughout Southeast Asia, new
cemerging forces which stand opposed to imperialism and old and
aew colonialism are daily growing stronger. The £nglo-American
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imperialists are finding themselves in a worse plighi .n this region,

It is under these circumstances that British imperialism, backed by
U, S, imperialismand its instrument, the U,N,C,, made use of the
Abdul Rahman clique, the Lee Kuan Yew clique and the reactionaries
of Sarawak and Sabah to rig up ''Malaysia' which is a neo-colonialist
tool for suppressing the patriotic struggle of Malaya and North Kalim-
antan and menacing the peace and security of the peoples of Indonesia
and the rest of Southeastf sia,

Since the formation of neo-colonialist "Malaysia'' on September 16,
1963, the Rahman chque has been plimged into increasingly serious
internal and external difficulties, It has managed to carry on with its
reactionary rule by relying on the support of British bayonets and by
intensifying its violent suppression of the people, It has declared a
nation-wide state of emergency, repeatedly made mass arrests of
patriots and ferociously attacked patriotic political parties, trade
unions, and students' and other mass organisations. The Rahman
clique has wildly embarked upon military expansion and war preparat-
ions, By enforcing conscription, it has been supplying British imper-
ialism with cannon-fodder for saving its tottering colonial rule, In
order to make up for the huge deficits resulting from its military
expansion and war preparations, it has raised the existing ratec of
taxation and imposed new taxes, Callously ignoring the difficult
living conditions of the people, it has stepped up its extortion, partic-
ularly from the workers and peasants and others in the lower income
groups,

The Rahman clique has become exceedingly isolated among the
Afro~Asian nations., The policy of confrontation implemented by the
Indonesian people demonstrates the sympathy and support of the New
Emerging Forces for the just struggle of the Malayan people, Only the
imperialists and the reactionary quarters of other countries are on
the side of the Rahman clique,

The British imperialists have thrown into our country and North
Kalimantan almost all the troops they could possibly transfer from
elsewhere in an attempt to intimidate and suppress the peoples of
IMalaya and North Kalimantan, and to threaten and attack the people
of Indonesia. The U,3, imperialists, too, have repeatedly made a
show of their military might before the peoples of our country and
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.Jorth Kalimantan and of Indonesia.' They have tried hard to infil-
trate further into our country and North Kalimantan by promdmg the
Rahman clique with military aid, These war provocations by the-
Anglo-American 1mperiahsts have aggravated tensions in Southeast
Asgia, .

‘i’/hatever desperate moves the Anglo-£ merican unperlahots and
the reavtionaries might make to save themselves, they are doomed to
failure,

To all patriotic political parties and orgamoatlons opposmg "Mal-
-aysia, whether functioning publicly or secretly, whether in Malaya
or overseas, and to all compatriots whether at home or abroad, the
Malayan National Liberation League makes this fervent appeal

Although there are differences in political views among ourselvea,
nevertheless, let us Jom our forces and form a strong united front
Let us crush '"Malaysia" and fight for our country's true independ-
ence, democracy, peace, and the reunification of Singapore W1th the
IMalay “eninmula, : o

The Malayan Natmnal mberanon League puts before our perle
of all national groups and social strata a programme for the current
struggle. Based on this programme, we are willing to hold talke
with all partiotic political parties and individuals. opposing "Iualays1a ;
whetheér in Malaya or overseas, and, through adequate .consultations,
to reach agreement with them in accordance with the prmcxple of
seeking concord while preserving differences. Let us march for-
ward hand-in-hand, in mutual support and in close co-operation
in the struggle agamst our common enemy.

THEL PROGRA

(1) Realise the genuine 1ndependence of Malaya (mcludmg
oingapore,

Cverthrow the neo-colonialist rule of British imperialism and
its henchmen, the Abdul Rahman cliqué; establish a national demo-
cratic coalition government consisting of representatives from all
patriotic political parties of the Vlalay: Peninsula and Singapore;
break away from the '"British Commonwealth'', abolish the Treaty "
of External Defence and Mutual £ sgistance between Malaya and ~
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and Britain; dismantle foreign military bases and expel all foreign
troops;

Cppose all criminal designs of U,S, imperialism attempting to
take the place of British 1mper1ahsm by infiltrating into our country
in the military, political econom:c and cultral fields etc.

(2) Adopt a. brcad democrat o szstem

Repeal the Emergency Regulatmns, the Internal Security Act and
all other laws and ordinances which prohibit and restrict the struggle
of workers and peasants for better living conditions and other popular
movements, abolish the policy of forcible grouping of the rural in-
habitants and identity cards; guarantee the inviolability of the people':
fundamental democratic rights.

Release unconditionally all political prisoners; enable the uncond-
itional returnto Malaya of all patriots who have been forced to leavc
the country or banished,

(3) Build an independent national economy

Confiscate and transfer to the State all plantations, factorms,
commercial firms, mining, banking and other industries belonging
to Anglo-American imperialist and their lackeys; empower trade
unions to participate in the management and supervision of production
of state-owned enterprises; build up an independent national economy
with the state-owned economy playing the leading role; assist
handicraft industries and small-holdings etc,

Abolish the present system of multifarious and exorbitant taxes;
introduce an equitable and rational policy of taxation; wipe out
corruption,

(4) Improve the people's livelihood,

Take active steps to improve the living conditions of workers,
employees and government servants etc; introddce an eight-hour
working day and the policy of equal pay for equal work; eradicate
unemployment and prostitution,

IEnsure landless and land-poor peasants the freedom to open up
new lands as well as their titles to such lands as are opened up by
them; ensure freedom to the fishermen to pursue their occupation;
reduce renta and interests; outlaw all forms of exploitation by usury
and the squeezing of huge profits by middlemen; the state to grant
loans free of interest or at low rates of interest to peasants and
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fishermen so as to enable them to develop production and raisa their
living s..andard R o

Q} Bu11d & pa.t'noticJ progressive culiure and education

Eliminate the colonialist culture and education of the Anglo-Am-
erican imperialists and the reactionaries that enslave the p cople;
build a progressive and healthy culture and educaticn. whlch foste¢
the .,pxmt o? patmo*lsm and democracy 1o serve our fatherland and
L eople.

Extend every effori to develop primary and sccondary schocls
using the mother tongues of the various national groups (mc’uchng
the English -anguace) as the media for teaching. learning and exam-
ining; introduce free, compulsory and universal primary and ‘
‘secondary education) : A

‘e xpand adult edieaticn using the mother ton gues as med;a° ;
wipe out illii¢racy. ;

Sstablish uriversiiics, colleges and other ingtiiutions; of higher
learning where ihe meéda of teaching and 18arHg Are \Iﬁlay.
Tamil, etc;:. e"omnbc the status of existing universities, colleges
and other ingtituilune of higher learning where Chinese or Eng-
h.:h is the medlum of teac ing end learning: safeguard the academic

edom of all instituiions.

(E") Réalize equality for all national groups in all 's‘pbereq

Sinash the British-Rehman clique's racist po‘xcy which tramples
‘on the’ nrmcmle of equelity for all national groups ‘consolidath arii-
i- nperiahs’c unity on the basis of cquality for all naiional grouns in
the spheres of pclitics, cecaoiny, culture and education ete, %

All national grouns, wheiaar big.or semall, are equally entilled

, uge their own languape and devzlop their own culiure and educat-
ion; edopt a muliilincusld gystem ©n fssemblies and cocuncils ai
all levels,

Develop the Malay language into {ne Ingua franca of ihe covniry
on & voluntary basis and reject the Fagcist policy of the ’_;rlus a-
Rahman cligue in coercively imposing a ''national language',

All workers and employees, irrespective of national origin or
religion, waether in government service or in private employment
are to receive equal treatinen:. : ‘

wencer every aid to the naticnal minorities in.the mcuzztainous ;
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regions' to develop their economy, culture, educaiion and healt:

services and improve their living conditions, and ! oring them into the
main stream of the political life of the country,
Ensure the people of each national group the freedom to preserve

or change their customa and habits, and the freedom of worship.

¢ (7) Support the national liberatior. struggle of North Kalimantan

Recognise the Kalimantan people's right to self-determination,

Unceasingly strengthen our solidarity'and co-operation with #He
people of North Kalimantan in our common struggle o overtire:sthe
rule of the British-Rahman clique; vigorously and unreservedly
support ‘he North Kalimantan people's struggle for nationral liberc:-
ion; tno“oughly crush neo- colom‘.hst '\/Ialavma"

(8) Pursue a pesaceful, mdependeng and active forelgp poﬁ Y.

Iistzblish diplomatic relations, expand trade and promoie culiura’
exchange wiih Afro-Asian nations and other countries on the basis of
the principle of peacsful comexictence adopted by the Bandung Confer-
ence; oppese the pohcles of:aggression and war pursued by the
imperialists and tha reactionaries of all countries headed by the
Umted States of Ame rica; support the just struggles of peoples

hroughout the world against imperialism and old and new colorialiem:
defena world peace.

Compatriots at home and abroad

The international situation is rapidly developing in our favour,
he purging tide of the national liberaiion movement is sweeping
ver the continents of Asia, Africa and Latin America, : The wicior-
as fight of the 30 million herde people of Vietnam to liberate the!
;.,m.i‘n, deferid the North and re-unify itheir fatherland iz dezling
heavy blows at the U,S, impericlists' global poiicice of aggression
and wax, greatly inspiring and <'"pp01~t1ng the reyolutionary strugglics
of all peoolc The Vicinamese people’s staunch'siruggle agains:
U.S: imperialism and for national salvaiion has set a brillinnt
example for.us, g LT Bl : =

S 3
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Cur pocple s struggle, which is par of the st 'ugoue of peopie the
world over against imperialism'‘and old and new colcnialism heacad b
the U.S,A,, i% just and progressivée. Despite numb@irous difficul*!
that'may lie ahead, final victory is surely ours, so long as we 7.z
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the spirit of daring to fight and daring to seize victory; so long as
we unswervingly oppose the anti-democratic and anti-popular
policies of the British-Rahman clique and their accomplice, the
Lee Kuan Yew clique; so long as we resolutely fight against all
the criminal machinations of the U,S, imperialists of infiltrating
into our country in the military, political, economic and cultural
fields; so long as we support with all the strength at our command
the Malayan National Liberation Army, and, in the course of the
strygle, deféat‘the enemy's attacks and expand the revolutionary
forces, -

People of all national groups, unite! Let us fight to the end
to crush "Malaysia'' and overthrow the neo-colonialist regime of the
British imperialists and their lackeys! Let us fight for our
country's genuine independence, democracy, peace and the re-
urification of Singapore with the Malay Peninsula!

Central Committee
MALAYAN NATIONAL LIBERATICN LEAGUE,

Idarch 15, 1965,

e e . A e e e e e e e e
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VWOPDIS AND ALGERIA

A recent article by Jack Woddis on Algeria in the D, VW,
(July 7) was headed, ""Algeria.... the Revolution is at Stake"
and the very ﬁrst sentence spoke of Boumedienne's coup menacing
the Algerian "revolution''., But can Communists characterise
Algeria since mdependence as revolutionary ? The heroic armed
struggle of the Algerian people for almost eight years could have
been turned into a revolutionary storm given the right leadership
and programme, A people's democracy rather than social
democracy could have been esteblished and the national boureoisie,
that compromised with French imperialism i'n; drawing up the
negotiated settlement of 1962, could have been kept under control
under a truly popular leadership representing a united front under

12.



the ‘hegemony of workérs and peasants. But that is not what ‘hap-
pened. There is nothing in V/oddis' article to indicate that he knowr
of the class basis of the Algerian Republic or of the class struggle
in'Algeria when it became apparent that the Algerian national
bourgeoisie; vacillating as usual, had finally been able to ditch the
revolutionary elements,

Because “\;if‘:&ddis, does not know or care to know that a bourgeois
government was established after independence in Algeria he can

write such utter nonsense about the "sweeping advances' on the .
economic level, As in other parts of Africa and ASia the national
bourgeoisie uses a great deal of psuedo-socialist terminology to
confuse the people, Thus much play is made of "nationalisation'' as
Woddis does with his enthusiasm for the state tobacco ‘mohopoly and
state'transport, tourism, hotels etc., in Algeria, Probably he is
not aware of the usefulhess of the stateé machine for the economic
transactions of a weak bourgeoisie who prefer a "public sector"

to private enterprise since the people bear the expenses without
the profits, . stated e : :

Woddis' :pr!é,iée for the apparent land reform prograrame since
independence might have been in order had there not been such
corruption and typical compromise with the original idea of
converting the large French estates into collectives, co-operatives
etc. Voddis waxes enthusiastic over the Yugoslav type facade
~ of workers' control without making it clear that the managerial
control of the new state farms is no different from the administration
of any pther department of a bourgeois government in one of the
newly liberated Afro-Asian countries, Far from initiating an _
agrarian revolution in Algeria as in China, North Vietnam or
Cuba Ben Bella's government was guilty of high flown phraseology
and incompetence or corruption,

If Woddis finds "'the first shoots of socialism' in the develop-
ment of a creaking economy, top-heavy with bureaucracy and the
ritual of government, expertise, derived about equally from
Trotskyite and revisionist quarters, is it surprising that he is
equally incapable of analysing the reasons for the coup?

Ben Bella was undoubtedly a mass leader whose intentions
might have be2n honourable. But why was it possible to
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overthrow such a national hero so quickly and with the minimum
of bloodshed? For all that V/oddis writes of the resistance to
Boumedienne it iz amazing that in a country which has an armed
stuggle for years there should not have been any kind of fighting
or skirmishing to defeat the junta. ‘/oddis has nothing to say
about the many disquieting things which did develop in Algeria
over the last few years : the replacement of the old liberation
army by what was in essence a foreign army of occupation
brought into Algeria by Boumedienne when negotiations were

in sight; the sinister presence of dubious leftists from iZurope
and America and the increasing dependence on Belgradé %

woddis has nothing to say about Ben Bella's
government's attitude to these and other developments. Instead
he praises Ben Bella as a revolutionary and one who was not
anti-communist, This curious formulation is based on Ben
Bella's speeches where he apparently professed not his
f1iendliness to Communism but that he was not their enemy
Can anything be more revealing of the bankruptcy of Marxist
understanding among the experts of the C,P.G. B. than the
fc1lowing:~ ""Though he requested the Algerian Communist leaders
not to continue the separate organisation of the party, he
never persecuted the Communists..."? Ben Bella forced
t+e disbandment of the Algerian C, P, (what a reflection on
it that it agreed !) as Nasser did in Egypt. To Woddis
the absence of a Communist Party in Algeria is obviously
of little concern since this is in keeping with the line
adopted by him in his books on Africa - that the social~-
democratic regimes established in newly independent
countries as a result of negotiated settlement with imperial~
ism can be transformed into revolutionary governments
through the influence of individual communists (note Woddis'
reference to Henri Alleg's work) and dependence on aid and
experts from the Soviet Union and East Europe, It is
the individual communist who can best achieve the work
of convincing and advising leaders like Ben Bella, Nkrumah
etc, There is no need for organising the people by a local -
Communist Party, To have Communist Parties in African

countries is termed ""premature'’,
14,




Toddig! article reeks of the opportun ism and anti-l\-iérxism that
permeate the thinking of revisionist parties when they pretend to be
50-concerned with national liberation,

There is, inevitably, the assumption that any government which
accepts massive quantities of Soviet aid must he on the road to social-
ism (whqt price India?) There ig also the phopney build-up of the latest
Afro-Asian leader to have last dined with leaders of the Xremlin,

In "Voddis 'piece Nasser serves the role played by Nehru in earlier

versions of this type of tailism., The following typifies the extent
to which revisionism has distorted Marxisin,

"The Close links with the U.A.H,, personified in the personal
friendship between Nasser ard Ben Bella, were a strong foundation
of the anti-imperialist front of the Arab peoples,"

Une hag truly plumbed the depths: there is no need of a Communist
party and there is not even the need for people t o struggle as long
as the men at the top can remain the best of friends,

The real lesson of recent events in Algeria is the same ag in Iraq -
that the national bourgeoisie no matter how ''progressive' at one
stage of the liberation struggle, cannot carry through the revolution,
In the absence of a strong revolutionary party to provide correct
leadership for the masses they spread confusion, opening the door to
_neo-colonialism and outright reaction. The answer in Algeria is not,
as ./oddis does, to pin all one's hopes on Ben Bella, but to abandon
this liquidationist line and support the mobilisation of the masgses for
the establishment of the dictatorship of the workers and peasants
through the revolutionary party.

W ————— - — -

EXCERPTS FROM A LETTER FROM FRIENDS ABROAD.,

" "Here we have to add our own opinion on the crucial question of
negotiations, The U.S. want negotiations, Why? Because they are
being beaten, They want to win at the conference table what they
can't win on the battlefield. They want a breathing spell, ' They
want the N, F. L. to let down its guard and lay down its arms, Then
they will attack again. They insist that their Saigon puppets repres-
ent South Vietnam --i,e. that U.S, domination must be preservec,
15,




1.ook at Bouth Xorea, The Americans are still there after 11 years.
They will nzver leave Vietnam until they are kicked out,

"Iondon, New Delni, Faris, Moscow and }/ashington have been
calling for negotiations - while the bombing of Vietnam is stepped
up. What is the Vietnamese people's attitude to negotiations? They
know they, cannot be defeated; that negotiations now means throwing
away victory, They beat the French, who had 400,000 men (several
times as n_:ény ag the £mericans), who knew the country and the -
people, were acclimatized and had far better morale than the jittery
American troops, whom the Vietnamese have already licked in -
hand-to-hand combat, j :

""Phe Vietnamese demand is not for negotiations but for the with-
drawal of all US troops, weapons and war material from South
Vietnam, the dismantling of all military bases there and the stopping
of all acts of war against the territory of North Vietnam. The Amer-
icans are tryiag to'force the Vietnamese to negotiate by bombing
them. Should any Communist Sarty support such pressure by suggest-
ing that it too favours negotiations? No, it should openly oppose them,

- "This has not been explained in the British Party press, Marxism
To-day, the Party's theoretical journal, has not carried a single
article analyzing the issues in Vietnam since the beginning of 1963,
The Daily '/orker of March 25 did carry extracts from the N, . L.,

\ arch 22 Declaration; but it presented the Front's warning to US;

"we may call for fighters from other lands) as if it were a desperate

appeal instead of an expression of their deteirmination to fight until

final victory. It did not include extracts showing the Vietnamese
neople's contribution to the woridwide struggle against US imperialism
'nd what we owe them; their confidence in victory and the US imperial-
‘< tg! desperate plight and weakness in Vietnam. Cn April 22 the

JW reported Yugoslavia's view that "an initiative was needed on Viet-
#¥n and suggested unconditional talks' -without a word of comment

o show that this was precisely Johnson's line, Tn May 2 the
~oted Gollan as saying, "The real voice of Labour and the progres-
ive movement was the decision of the USC A/ conference and the
‘astexr March,..we should win every trade union and public body
5 do a8 USUA W has done! ' But USDAW passed several resolutions,
ce urging ''negotiations that will leave the people of Vietnam free to
coide their own future) another supporting the 17 nation (Tito) appeal
¢ "pealistic negotiations' and it also demanded that''the government
e its influence to stop the fighting) And neither Gollan nor the D17
16. contd, foot page 18,




Cbviously the -arty and the vaily worker, while appearing to
support the people of South Vietnam, is creating confusion on the
most crucial question, It is not spearheading the campaign directly
against U3 imperialism and for the demands of the people of South
Vietnam,

"Gollan said he was going to Vietnam' to develop the solidarity
campaign.’ V'hat did he mean? The South Vietnamese have made
clear what they mean by solidarity offers of aid including arms and
volunteers, It is necessary to be precise on this point because the
revizionists try to twist on it, The official committee of the WFTU
nearly split the recent International Trade Union Conference on it
(Held in Hanoi June 2 to 6) by opposing even a mention of arms,
volunteers and boycott of US shipments., OUne V/est European delegate
to the conference put the revisionists' attitude very clearly when he
said; "You (i.e. the South Vietnam NF L) by calling for volunteers
are trying to enlarge the war, Our unions are against all wars of
any kind anywhere, “/e support you to restore peace and carry
out the Geneva Agreements, not to make war!, Is this the sort of
solidarity Gollan offers ?

""The Daily Worker of April 26 announced a coming conference of
Communist Parties of capitalist countries in Burope to discuss
'solidaritywith the people of Vietnam and the struggle againsi American
aggression there,.." It weni on: "Because of the worscning situat-
icn in Vietnam, and because of the dangers which this means for
world peace, it was proposed to call this conference as soon asg
possible." V/hat is meant by ''the worsening of the situation'---
when the Vietnamese people are winning? hat are'the dangers
which this means" for world peace -~ when the imperialjgts are
being defeated? This is pure pacifism without any class approach,
which can lead to no real ''solidarity with the people of Vietnam''.

It plays into the hands of Johnson who tries by every means to

~ drive a wedge between the North and South to weaken the unity of
the Vietnamese people, Vietnam's slogan is : "Defend the North,

Liberate the South, Unify the Country", It is solidarity for this

that is needed,

G (4



n the Communist Party's leading a Masgs ‘Campaign in: Briatin

" . ,Is (there) a mass campaign initiated by the Farty, or is it

tailing behind the labour movement and the CND?

'"If the Party is putting its whole strength into support of Vietnam,
why was no publicity given to the Vietnamese May Day Trade Union
Appeal to transport workers all over the world not to handle UC war
material for South Vietnam.. /hy did not the Party press publicise
+he Japanese dockers' refusal to load ships for Vietnam? These
should have been top headlines to arouse similar action in Britain,
\hy has there been no call for action in Britain like that in New
Zealand, where the Tederation of Labour Conference took a stand
against sending troops to South Vietnam and the seamen came out
against transporting either troops or military equipment ?

" ., %/e have long roted that the line of the British Party leader-, -
ship is to play down the victorious fight ofthe Vieinamese pecple
and by stressing the war’s horrors and the campaign for a neg- Ve
otiated seitlement, to advocate compromise and caritulation,
This is aid «ad comfort o Johngon, no! to our Vicinamese
comrades, ; S

"Of course this line is not advocated openly, Instead
confusion and illucions are created. Te xnow how Gollan
and Matthews used their visit to Peking in February 1963 to
tone down opposition at the BAnril 1263 Party Congress with
a show of impartiality. Now they are preparing for the
November 1955 Porty Congress by arming themselves
against a challenge te their revisionist line by 2 show of %
"solidarity with Vieinam'' - - which in realily does not
support the Vieinamess? people's fight for victory.

ife bekere ihey aim to use ilieir Hanol visit to this end..."

contd, froim page 16, .-

said a word to the effect that calling for "cease-fire" and negotiat-
:ons amounte to telling the Viegnamese people to lay down their arms
‘n the face of aggression, On'Loril 8ina front page box on the May
Day March the siogan was: 'Voice your demand for peace and no

war in Vietnam . How wenld it have sounded if the Party had called
‘or ''peace and no war' in Spain in the 130%g instead of recruiting Inter-

intional Brigadersl? Or in Ruesia in 1819 instead of calling for
Hands Off Russia' and siriking the Jolly George?
Zia contd, page 17,
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THE JOURNAL EXISTS:
(1) to open a forum for all views and experiences of comrades
inside and outside the Party, long denied expression by the
revisionist leadership;
(2) to help carry out the work of exposing revisionist errors in
the class struggle in Britain, and develop inner-FParty struggle,.
thereby assisting in the international struggle against revisionism;
(3) to carry this out without dictating a 'line', and in accordance
with the Marxist-Leninist principle of gathering the revolutionary
forces - a task never carried out by the revisionist leadership;
(4) to exclude all Trotskyist views as disruptive of this hard task;
(5) to preserve anonymity (a) to protect comrades in the Farty
from attack by the revisionists (b) to avoid the suggestion of leader-
ship by any contributor, or contributors who are able to name them-
aelves since at this early stage of the struggle compleie equality of
exchange and mutual criticism are necessary,
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