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In the yeer 1929 the Communist Party of the United States, after
discusgsions with Stelin end the leeders of the third interneticnal,
identjfied the stestus cf the black people in the southern pert of

- the U.S. as that of an oppressed naticn. This concept considered

the Black Belt in the Secuth as the srea which was a key factor in

the life of every Afro-imerican in the U.S//

- Urtil 1929 the Merxist forces in the U.S, had little understending
and less influence-on !fro-American struggles. ' On the few occacions
thet the question was discussed it wes descrited as fundamentally a
class question. Prior to '29 it was net uncemmon for white “erxists
to tell dislect stories and practice other forms of cpen white chauv-
inism,

After the 1929 resolution recognized the black people as a2n cppreseed
netion in the South there were big cheneges, The Communist Party

- epegrheaded the giant Scottsboro strugeles, fourht the Herndon case

and led many other mess campaigns against white ruline class frame-
ups of bleck victims. The CPUSA was abtle to influence the CTC orgeni-
zing drive in the '30s in its pertially successful efferte to unite
white and bleck workers against giant unorganized Wall Street :
holdings in auto, steel, etc, In the South--Gastonie, Atlanta,
Birmingham, for exemple--historic steps were mede tc involve white
workers in the bettles for Afro-imericsn rights, For the first

time the Marxist-Leninists ssw the black people not as a problem

but as @ powerful working class ally in' the fight against fasc1sm

and imperieslist war,



I

The CPUSA made tectical zné theoretical errcrs within the eenerel
correct line. Most important misteke wes the failure to encourece

en independent Marxist-Leninist Perty in the South under tlack
leedership. Browderism was developing in the CPU'SA, Browderism
reflected the demends of U.S. imperielism, even tefore Werld “er TT -
ended, for cless and nationel cclleboration et heme in the interest ¢
of U, S. imperialist plens for world dominstion after.the wer, ™hen
Browderism won leadership in 1913 its first steps weg liquideticn

of 211 Merxist-Leninist orgenization in the South 2nd 2 repudi-
ation of the right to self-determinetion for Afro-Americans in

the Black Belt. Along with this Browderiem gave up 211 struesles

in the North and West for the black man's rights in the *rmy and

in the factories,

Browderism .argued that the bleck people in the period of en
anti-fascist war hed exercised self-determinastion and decided for
gnterration--thet is acceptence of tcken rights for 2 few of the
middle class and continued fierce oppreseion of the vest mejeority
with the white ruline clees in power everywhere, Tied in with 21l
this was Browder's notion that the Democratic Party wes progressive-

~ =2n anti-monopoly coalition,.

Inother familier Trotskyite-Revisionist-Browderite argument

is the "Negro Question" ies fundamentally a class questicn, Of
course, it ie true that cleesc struegeles, the struveeles of the
rieine bourgeois supported bty the workers szainst the feudal
set-up--led to the existence of netions., But eimply reststine
this does not determine whether any eiven strueerle ie primerily
netional or cless. Supposing scmeone incorrectly seid, tryine
to sound militent, thet the wer in Viet Nem ies fundamentelly a
cless strugele. All they've done is to wronely describe @
democratic netionel war cof liberation #nd tried to nerrow cdown
the forces fighting egeinst U.S. imperielism.



Since Browder and 19,2 all revisionist attacks on Marxism-
Leninism in the U.S., have emphssized attacks on the rieht of
bleck people to self-determination in the South. Tn 1956 Gates
and Cc. repudiated self-determinztion 2t the 16th Nationzl
Convention. 1In 1959, et the 17th Convention, fus Hell end
friends gid the seme.

The letest ettacks on the: richt to self-determinstion comes
from the Progressive Lgbor orgenizetion.
s £

We have received a mimecgrephed copy of o meetiqg’of the
Neticnal Ceo-ordineting! Committee of Prosressive Lebor which
attacks the position of Hemmer & Steel by neme on the question
of self-determinetion.i This was nct putlished for putlic
consumption. But it if well known thet some PL leaders have
ettecked H&S on meny occasions end refused to hold discucsions
with us. We heve elways been reedy for discussione with them.
We heve quoted them feirly in WS, H2S does not believe in
publicly identifyine 211 leedine forces zs dees Pl.. We uce
only names of people who heve publicly identified themselves
in PL's pre=Conventicn discussicn.

Here is a quote from June lb, 1963 letter of the Chinece
Central Committee celled, "4 Proposel Concernine the General
Line cof the Ingernationzl Communist 'ovement." "The oppressed
neticns and peoples cf Asie, AMrice and Latin /America ere
faced with the ureent task of fighting imperislism and its
lackeys.. History has entrustecd tec the proletarian parties in
these areas the glorious missicn of holding high the banner
of strugele spainst imperielism, sgainst 0ld 2nd new colonials
lism end for neticn®l independence ,end people's democrecy, of
stending in the forefront of the nationsl democrotic revolu-
.'tionanx_movement end striving for 2 socislist future,"




i

nd here is a quote from the PICC document mentioned above called
"The Black Liberation Strugele and the Right to Revolution" iscsued
only for PL leaders: Mcrt: cuestion to Milt Rosen, pare 16, "Tn
your opinion 2 neaticnel 1iberation struerle cen only te led by the
bourgeois?" « ¥ilt Rosen: "In the mein thats rieht.," Morty: "Well
who led the Cuben revolution? Pidn't the working cless pley e
decisive role?" Chorus: "No, No." Is it not cleer thet PT leader-
ships.line cn venguard parties and nationel literetion ere scmewhet

differeqt?

In Vol. i, No.3 of Progressive Lebor ie an article by William
Epton which is evidently intended to be the tasis for the mein
resolution on the ffro-imeric~n question &t PL's cenvention,

Epton states, "This quote from Haywcod does not imply thet we
(PL) have arrived at the conclusion thet the bleck pecvle #re
4" nation.® Eptén elsc-seya; "Te state~thé-Bleck people znA. -.
their orgenizetiocns heve the rirht to celf-cdetermination,

j.e., the right, besed upon their cvn experience their strugcles
and thedr orgenization #nd progrem to determine their vositien
in this country."”

-

Put these two quotes together end whet heve we got--Browder's
line thet there is no bleck netion, thet celfZdetermination

je nct based on objective reslity but cn subijective desires, thet
celf-cetermination cen be exercised under conditions where
imperirlist ermies occupy bleck territorv.
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Milt Rosen quotes Browder word for word, without citing his %
source, in Bulletin #1 of PL when he says, "The Negro people
have already begun to determine their own destiny." Rosen
drives home his revisionist line in the Co-ord. Committee's

N
~

. private discussion, "I cdon't think we heve g national libers-

: -~ tion movement in the U,S. todays-although ITve used the term

as much as anyone elss."

Here is William Epton 2t the same Co-ord. Committee meeting,

"T think that the revolution will teke place in this country .
with the mass of the Negro people in the Democrstic Party. I
don't know if in other: revolutionary situetions the mess of the

. people remeined in the mein bourgeois Party." Epton egain,

Vol. L, #3, "SNCC could under present conditions orgenire the
rural Negroes into political groups with the prospect: of forming
a 'third party.in the South. The base has already been leid and
is being laid thru the voter registretion orives." The same awe. .
of U.S. imperielism and its democratic pretenses in the political
and electoral field exists in PL as in the CPUSA. Here we see
the same errors re the Democrati¢ Party. No wonder thet even
the theoreticel possibility of e victorious netionel liberetion
struggle by Afro-Americans in the South while the white ruling
cless continues to rule the North and West is inconceiveble to
PL leaders : just es it was inconceivable to meny people that the
Cuban revoiution could exist 90 miles from U,S. shores.

Here is hcw Milt Rosen sees the tfro-imericans centuries old ¢ry
for land in 2 quote from the PICC meeting. Rosen was polemici-
sing ?ga*nst Malcolm X position end seid, "They went the white
ruling class to give them territory end 1and where they cen g
ebout setting up.their bleck bourgeoise." What ?uout the blatk
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sherecroppers, the black egriculturel werkers in the South whose
12nd hes been stolen end the fermers exiled to slums in the North?
Milt Rosen seems to sneer 2t their espiretions when he sevs, "At
this stege I don't see a successful legisletive battle to get the

southern oligerchy to cede lend territory to bleck people.’

In Jenuary Hemmer & Steel published a few comradely criticel
comments on PL's sctions in Harlem of lest July., We felt that,
their theoreticel errors werc lerding them into illusions about
the democratic pretenses of U.S. imperielism, into needless ccurt
ceses as well as exposing cadres to long prison terms. WWe did,
not feel it correct to remein silent when PL was appeeling for!
financial end other suppert from ffrica, Asia and Furope on the
false besis thet their actions in Harlem had any reel effect on
that struggle in July. In shert, we felt that PL'e line end
actions. in Harlem were based on overestimetion of U.S. imperi-
glism strategicelly end underestimetion of it tacticelly. j

Here is what PL leaeders said on this qhestion in their C
discussions

William McAdoo, pege 28, "I would like to tslk ebcut Herlem-

-the period from the 18th of July to the 25th of July. In thet
period we mede a lot of mistekes end we did a8 lot of thines thet were
correcct. We geined 2 small victory and a big defeat. The mein
reeson was beceuse there wes no concept of the relationship of
forces there." ;

Fred Jerome, page 29, speeking ebout Herlem, "McAdoo mentions tut
didn't ‘stress--our leck of a theoreticel position et that point." .
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Selma Sperks, page 31, still on Herlem, " I don't went to be
second guessing you but the defeazt came about because  there wes

a lack of a base in the community. You must have something of you

own. If we have something of our own it must be based in our
community, otherwise its not ours. No white led, white run
organization can have a base in the black community."

Milt Rosen, page 32, "We didn't make the breskthrough precisely

because the black cadre that we had in this perticuler situation
reflected not only their own wesknesrces of the Merxist-Leniniest

movement and did not heve the strength or the ideologicel where-
withallzﬁb make this breakthrough. I dare say if we would have

done 311 the things everybody waented us to do we would have made
that breskthrough even though PL is 2 white organization."

Larry Phelps, pege 33, "We were involved in a number of issues -
in Monroe--the contects were as good as we could expect in the

situetion. But there wes nc consistent ettitude towerd politi-
cal sgitation. That is the major weakness of our orgenization,"

We leave it to the reader whether. the above quotes from PL lead-
ers substantiete the criticism by H&S that PL leadership takes
action without ideologicel prepaeration. From these quotes we
gether an impresecion of 2 white middle cless organigation
involving black personnel in dangercus, adventurous ections in
order to setisfy the white middle cless fund givers that some-
thin (not too theoreticel, not too disturbing to the stetus quo)
but something is "beirg done" on the Afro-American questicn,
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Marxist-Leninists cénnot uphold the position thet U,S. imperialism °
is the mein enemy of 21l peoples 2nd go 2long with PL's tactics of
exposing everybody and enybody to the imperielist courts end police.
' A police spy hes been editing the PL megezine., PL rationelizes this
development by citing only the individuals fear of jeil., In this '
respect PL differs little from the CPUSA. They are unable tc learn
from mistakes, uneble to criticelly exemine their illusions ebcut
class rule in the U.S. end the nced for protecting forces from the

police end FBI.

The Afro-Americen pecple increesingly identify their llberatlon
struggles with the netionel liberetion struggles of the Africen
peoples es well 2s these of Asian end Letin Americen peoples.

is a great positive develecpment which will grow stronger. PL's
statements thet bleck libereticn will never defeet capitalism in
the U.S. "even in enother Li00 years" reflects feer of the Afro-
American liberation movement (which eccording to Rosen doesn't

exist, but they fear it).

This

The argument thet stete power for bleck perple interferes with
bleck end white working cless unity is felse., Unity requires
equality. Equality meens guns #nd state power, The Afro-*mericen
liberetion struggle is »n Achilles heel for U.,S, imperielism.

Hemmer & Steel appesls tec 21l honest forces in the left to unite
in support of the Merxist-Leninist line since 1929, the peolicy of
self-determinetion, We urge 2ll delegetes to the PIL conventien to
reject modern revisionism 2nd neo-Browderism on the Afro-Americen
question. Whetever happens H&S sees no useful purpose compreomising
principle on this metter. We support, encoursge 2nd try to aid
every blow of the Afro-American pecple for netionel liberaeticn.

Issued Bys Hemmer & Steel, Box 101, Mattapen' Station, Boston, Mess.

Subscription Rete: $1.50 per year
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