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Same Struggle, Same Fight

No.16 VVAW Newsletter for Prisoners June 76

“

Militant Greetings !

As this newsletter is being written, we are getting word of a takeover of
the Statue of Liberty by 15 members of Vietnam Veterans Against the War in New
York City. The vets took over the statue at the end of the day on the 9th of June,
hanging out a banner saying '""Extend and Expand the GI Bill," and talking to the
press about the 3, 7 million vets who were eliminated from the GI Bill on the 31st
of May this year {a story about that GI Bill cutoff is in this issue of The Veteran).

New York City is only one place where vets are moving., As you can see
from The Veteran, actions are taking place around the country as veterans unite
to fight both for what we need in order to survive--extend and expand the GI Bill,
decent benefits, healthcare, single-type discharge--and to build for the Bicentennial
Demonstration in Philadelphia where vets will be joining with thousands of other
people to demand Jobs or Income Now, and state that We Won't Fight Another Rich
Man's War, all under the overall statement WE'VE CARRIED THE RICH FOR
200 YEARS, LET'S GET THEM OFF OUR BACKS!

And, in some places, vets are also getting together in prisons., The following
comes from a letter written by a brother in prison in Michigan:

"We' ve had some decent raps on why vets should unite and all that I've talked
with are in favor of peer association and a suitable program for meeting to discuss
veterans affairs. It's obvious that the administration wants separation, especially
where ethnic groups are concerned, but a vets organization with ethnic participation
under the common bond of 'veteran' is quite appealing to all. "Off and running
again! ! ! "' Lots of good brothers here and the word is spreading. As soon as we
gain enough support here, we'll set up an outreach to many vets at the farms. Ex-
ploitation and involuntary servitude seem to be the best words to describe this
whole scene, I guess the bastards think they can keep on using us till we die. The
best system we've come up with thus far is: educate, organize, and agitate, "

VVAW sends special greetings to vets getting it together in prison in Michigan
and wherever veterans and others are uniting to fight back for the changes that we
all need.

In Solidarity,

The VVAW National
- Office
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{The following article concerning FBI attacks on the Black Panthers is reprinted from
the monthly paper Revolution, organ of the central committee of the Revolutionary Com-
munist Party. In Chicago, the families of Fred Hampton and Mark Clark are suing

the FBI; the trial has betn going on for months, but needless to say, no matter what

the decision in the trial, the FBI is not going to change its method of operation, For
VVAW which has been consistently infiltrated, harrassed and generally hassled by the
FBI--including conversations with brothers in prison who get VVAW publications through
the mail--the article and its analysis has special relevance. )
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ities being condemned were, considering the time in
which they occurred—the viatence of the ‘60s—good
faith efforts to prevent bloodshed and wanton des-
truction of property,” '

And after acknowledging that there s criticism and
saying how sorfy they are that this criticism has arisen,
the whole bourgeoisie makes it obvious that as far as
they are concerned, nothing is going to change. They
might even set up a few “watchdog committees” to
legitimize anew the job of the FBI and other police
agencies to prevent “wanton destruction” of their
property and especially their precious profit system,

ment in Chicago) certainly demonstrate the vicious-
ness of the capitalists’ rule. But far from proving their
invincibility, it shows their vulnerability. . .
The ruling class was threatened by the Black Pan-
“ther Party, a reiatively small group. And they were ter-
rified by the revolutionary potential of the masses
which the Panthers represented and organized, inat
least a partial way. They feared that their actions
~ might ignite massive and organized rebellion among
~ Black people and others. : L
Despite all their arms and guards, their police, FBI,

. etc., they are vulnerable to the action of the broad mass-
es of people united under revolutionary leadership. The
exploitation and oppression which are the daily experi-
ence of millions of peopie are like dry tinder that can
explode into a raging fire. That fire will consume the
capitalists and their system if people are organized in
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The whole police apparatus of the United States
and other capitalist countries is geared to_prevent
this development of organized, conscigus, mass -
activity against the capitalist class. Butthey can’t.
Just as inevitably as the capitalist system is sinking
into deeper crisis and decay, the struggie of the masses -
of people is intensifying. The enemy does have power.
They can kil off, arrest, or even bribe and corrupt
some of the leadership of this struggle at any given
time, as they did with the Panthers, or with the oid -
communist party. . :

But they cannot eliininate this struggle of the
masses. And jn the face of this, the vicious actions
of the capitalists are ultimately weak. Repression does
not breed submission. It breeds resistance. And new
upsurges in the struggle of the masses, together with
growing understanding, brings forth newleadership
from out of these struggles. 8

_ But there is also another aspect.to these exposures
shout the FBI. The capitalists are trying 1o warn us
that anyone who threatens their rule will meet the
same fate as Fred Hampton and other members of the
Panthers. “Through their sneering lips they say “Oh
we're so sorry!” While what they really are saying is
) ook how powerful we are. We are everywhere, any
effort to organize resistance to us will be infiltrated,
sabotaged and met with violent repression. We are. -
invincible! So give up. Submit!” . ' %

The Panther Party was destroyed as a revolutionary
force. But it was more by the sugar coated bulflets of
bribery and bourgeois ideas that Saturated their top
teadership than-the lead bullets that killed Fred Ham-
pton and Mark Clark and many other heroic Panther

Party members and sympathizers. :

In fact it. was at the time when the Panthers were
under the greatest attack that they made the greatest
contribution to the development of the revolutionary
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