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This article appeared in Social Sciences 

in China (Vol. IX No. 1:1988) in a ·regular 

column on the latest thinking of Chinese 

Philosophers and social scientists. It provides . 

a summary of a Cliscussion on : 

THE PRINARY STAGE OF SOCIALISE 

AND THE DKvELOPH.:-:NT OJ<' NARXISH ' 

A forum discussing the statement on the primary stage of socialism in the re

port by Zhao Ziyang delivered at the CPC 's Thirteenth National Congress entitled 

'"Ad vance Along the Road of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics" was held in 

Beijing on the morning of November 4th, 1987. The meeting was jointly sponsored 

by the China Society for Research in Marxism, Institute of Marxism-Leninism and 

Mao Zcdong Thought of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and the journal 

Marxism Rt:scarch. Yu Guangyuan, president of China Society for Research in 

Marxism, presided over, the forum. More than 80 theoreticians, journalists and pub

lishers ~!ticnded the meeting. 

1. A Major DeYelopment of Marxism 

The consensus of the meeting was that the theory of the primary stage of social

ism is the central content of Zhao's report. This was the first time that the CPC used 

the Marxist point of view to make an explicit, systematic, comprehensive and pro

found exposition of the theory. This should be deemed as nn important breakthrough 

in the theory of scientific socialism and a major development of Marxism. Some 

participants talked about their understanding of the theory in the perspective of the 

history of evolution of Marxism. In the very beginning, Marx understood the deve!]

opment of the future society as such: It will be many years before communism 

can be established, which will undergo se vera! phases namely, democratic republic. 

socialist republic, socialist-communist republic and pure communist republic. Then. 

in his article "Critique of t~e Gotha Pro gramme," Marx put forward the theory of 
the first and a higher phases of communist society. The first phase of communist 

society will be a communist society "not as it has developed on its own foundation, 

but, on the contrary, just as it emerges from capitalist society, which is thus in 

every rc~pect. economically, morally and intellectually, still stamped with the birth

marks of the old society from whose womb it emerges." 

.• 

"In a higher phase of communist society," Marx pointed out, "after the enslov

ing subordination o£ the individual to the division of labor, and with it also the ami

thesis between mental and physical labor, has vanished; after labor has become not 

L1nly u means of life but itself life's prime want; after the productive forces have 

also increased with the all-rouiJ.P development of the individual, and all springs of 

cooperative wealth flow more abundantly, only then can tbe narrow horizon of 

buurgcois right b(: crossed in its entirety e1nd society inscribe on its banners: From 

ca~h according to his ability, to each according to his needs!" Marx's theory that 

':ummunist society wiU de~elop in phases has an important significance, providing 

,the basis of the methodology for probing the problc:m of phases of development of so

cialism for later Marxist scholars. 

Lenin leading the Russian people not only turned socialism from theory int~. 

practice but <tlso made significant contributions to the theory of development of the 

future socialist society. The Socialist October Revolution in Russia won its victory 

under conditions in which capitalism was und;:rdeveloped, social productive .forces 

were backward and small production was dominant, · , hich was quite different from 

that envisag..-:d by Marx and Engels, namely that the proletarian revolution would 

first triumph in several developed capitalist countries simultaneously. Proceeding from 

the realities in Russia, Lenin had his own understanding of the process of develop

ment and phases of socialism. First and foremgst, he defined what Marx called the 

first phase of communist society ' as socialism. Second, he pointed out that from 

capitalis!fl to communism it has to go through several phases: a transitional period 

from capitalism to socialism, socialism and ~ nigher phase of communism. At the 

same time, he also pointed out that the sociali~t' society itself is a process of develop

ment, i.e., from an underdeveloped socialism to developed socialism. These in

ferences by Lenin conform to the actual conditions of the Soviet Union and all eco

'10mically backward countries after ,he victory of their proletarian revolution. 

Owing to his passing away too soon, Lenin was not able to make more concrete 

<malysis 
1 
of the development phases of later s~ialist society. 

After Lenin, Stalin and his subsequent SL;ccessors' understanding of the~ devel

opment phases of socialism in the Soviet Union underwent changes in the process of 

the practice of socialism. In the mid-1930s, the Soviet Union compl~ted the national

ization of industry and collectivization of agriculture. In 1936, Stalin prodaimed that 

exploiting classes had been completely eliminated and socialism had been realized in 

the Soviet Union, which means "the first phase of communist society as called by 

Marxists had been realized." At the Eighteenth Congress of the Communist Party ·Of 
the Soviet Union (Bolsheviks), Stalin declared in his summary report on the Party 



~trnl Committee's Work: \Vc nrc marching towarcis communism. Therefote, we 

have to surpass all the major capitalist countries economically. He also said, only 

by also surpassing all the major capitalist countries economically, can we expect that 
the So~iet Union will have abundant cons umcr goods, ample products, so that we 
can proceed from the transition of the first phase of communism lo the ~ecund phase. 

And he believed that it would take ten to fifteen years to realize this. l atcr prac

tice showed that these ideas of Stalin were quite at variance with the actuality. 

After Stalin passed away, his successor Nikita Khrushchev was also impatient 
to go over to communism. In 1959, Khrushchev formally put forwmd his theory ot 

comprehensively building up communism: At the Twenty-Secun~ Congre~s of tl_1.: 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1961, Khrushchev, besides talkmg agmn 

about the period of comprehensively building up communism, declared th<1t "we'll 

complete the build-up of communism with in 20 years,'' and he belie~ed ::the p~cs~~n~ 
generation of the Soviet people will live under the· system of c_ommumsm. ?bvtou_sly 
these opinions of Khrushchev did not conform with the reality of the Soviet Umon 

either. The subsequent leaders of the Soviet Communist Party did not break away 
from the mistake of rashly trying to bypass the first phases as regards the problem 

of the development of socialism, though their formulations were somewhat different 
from Stalin's and Khrushcl!ev's. It was not until Mikhail Gorbachev became the gen

eral secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
that he for the first time safd that the present Soviet society remained "in the phase 

of developing socialism" and he raised the demand of "perfecting the social relations 
of the developing socialism." 

The understanding of the CPC of socialist society was mainly the same as that 
of the Soviet Union before the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh Central Com

mittee. After the session, the CPC restored the Marxist ideological line of seeking 
truth from facts and acquired a new understanding of development phases 'of social

ism on the basis of summing up the historical experiences since 1949, positive and 

negative. In the "Resolution on Certain Questions in the History ~f Our Party Sit.1ce 
the Founding of the People's Republic of China" passed at the Sixth Plenary Session 
of the Eleventh Central Committee, it was for the first time clearly stated that 
"China's socialist system remains at its initial stage.'' This was repeated in the re

port of the Party Central Committee to the Twelfth .Party Congress in 1982. !n 
September 1986, in The Resolution of the Central Committee of the CPC on the Gwt!

ing Principles for Building a Socialist Society with an Advanced Cult~re ancl. lde~
/vay a preliminary exposition of the thesis was made, which says: Smce Chma IS 

st~il in the initial stage of socialism, we must apply the principle of distribution ac

cording to work and develop the socialist commodity economy and competition. Also, 

for a long time to come, we shall develop varied sectors of the economy, always en-

suring ti,e domimmt position of the public sertor, and we shall cnnurage ~orne 

people to become prosperous first, before the objective of common prosperity is 

achieved. This statement drew attention both at home and abroad. However, this 

was said in terms of bu;Jding an advanced culture and ideology, therefore, it was 
done in a specific perspectiye, or, it was expounded in connection with socialist re

construction, but was not and could not be a comprehensive exposition. Hence, 
great importance was not attached to it. The exposition made by Zhao Ziyang on the 

primary stage of socialism at the 4Thirtecn th Party Congress is both comprehensive 

am: very profound, making the theory fully established. We can very well say that 
a problem of overall importance in the contemporary socialist practice in decades 

since the passing away of Lenin has been solved. As a result, our socialist theory · 
agrees with the realities better, the significance of which is immeasurable. The 

establishment of this theory provides the most solid theoreticai foundation for China to 
build socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

2. The Theoretical Foundation ·of Building Socialism 

Building a socialism with Chinese characteristics has two implications: One is 
socialism, the other is Chinese characteristics. Socialism belongs to the category of 
universality while Chinese characteristics b~long to that of particularity. Socialism 

with Chinese characteristics is a combination of universality with particularity, that 
is, combining the universal truth of Marxism with the practice of China's socialist 

construction. To build socialism with Chinese characteristics means to build social
ism proceeding from the Chinese national conditions. What are the most funda
mental national conditions of China? The participants .at the meeting believed it to 

' be that the present Chinese society remains in the primary stage of socialism. It is 
of the first importance to the building of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
and the most essential basis qn which to formulate and implement the correct line 
and policies. 

Why should we say that China remains in thb primary stage of socialism? The 
participanis made analysis in terms of both hist01;y and reality. First of all, China 

used to be a semi-colonial and semi-feud a] country \Vith vast territory. During the 
more than one hundred years since the 0 pium War in 1840, it suffered repeated 

failures in the old democra& revolution and final:ly won victory of_ rhe new dem

ocratic revolution. Under the leadership of the CPC, the Chinese people ~verrhrew 
the reactionary rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic-capitalism and have 

embarked on the socialist road. It is precisely because the Chinese socialism has 

emerged from the womb of the semi-co10nial and semi-feudal society whose produc 
tive forces lagged far behind those of developed capitalist countries that Chinese 



ucialism is dcstir.ed to go thrcugh a fairly long pri.nary stage in ordrr to accom

plish industrialization- and the commercialization, socialization and modernization of 

production, which many other countries have achieved under capitalist conditions. 

Since' the founding of the People's Republic or China, although Chir.a has embarked 

on the socialist road, entered the socialist society and it:; productive forces have ~een 

a fairly large development, the backward state of tts social productive forces have 

not been completely changed and its per capita gross national product (GNP) still 

ranks among the lowest in the world. The picture is very clear: out of a population 

of more than one billion, 800 million people live in rural areas and, for the Most 

part, still use hand tools to make a living. A certain number of modern industries 

coexist \Vith many industries that are several decades or even a century behind pre-

1 sent-day standards. Some areas that are fairly developed economically coexist with 

vast areas that are underdeveloped and impoverished. A small amount of science and 

technology is up to the highest world stnnJards while the sc::ontific ::md tcclmological 

level as a whole is low, and nearly onc-qu arter of the population is still illiterate or 

semi-literate. Zhao Ziyang said: "The backwardness of the productive forces deter

mines the following aspects of th~ relations of production: socialization of produc

tion, which is essential for expanding socialist public ownership, is still at a low level; 

the natural economy and semi-natural economy constitute a considernble proportion 

of the whole economy; ::md the socialist cconomit: system is not yet mature and well 

developed. In the realm ·of the superstructure, a number of economic nnd cultural 

conditions that are necessary if we were to promote a high degree of socialist de

mocracy are far from ripe and decadent feudal and capitalist ideologies and the 

small-producers' forces of habit still have widespread influence in society and often 

corrupt Party cadres and public servants. All this shows that we still have a loncr 0 

way to go before we advance beyond the primary stage of socialism." ln short, 

building socialism in a big, backward oriental country like China is something new 

in the history of the development of Marxism. We are not in the situation envisaged 

by the fonnders of Marxism, in which socialism is built on the basis of highly de·tel

oped capitalism, nor are we in exactly the same situation as other socialist countries. 

So we cannot blindly follow what the books say nor can we indiscriminately imitate 

the examples of other countries. We have to proceed from China's actual c~nditions 
to find the way to build sodalism with Chi 1csc characteristics in the practice of in

tegrating the basic principles of Marxism with the Chinese realities. 

It is precisely on the b:!sis of the sci cntific theory of the socialist primary stage 

th.:~t Z~(lo Ziyang f-lt\: forwa" ~ 1n hi:; report tl-te PartY's bnsic line on building 

socialism ~.vith Chinese characteristics, namely, to leac1 the people of all Chinese nation~ 
nlities if" :1 united, s:-lf-relia,~t . intense and pioneering effort to turn Chin ;t into <l 

prosperous, strong, dcmoerntic, cnltumlly advanced and modern socialist country by 

makin[! economic development our centrnl task while ndhering to the fm!r cardinnf 

]JtiJ;r:;ples- th~t is, keepin5 to the socialist road and upholl1ing the p.:op1e' dem-

1 ,·:·, ·' ,r <1!(. .-shiu. th'! leadership of ti-J ~ Party and l\1arxis.m-Leninism and !Vluo 

ZcdJng T!'ought -- nnd pcrsC\'ering in reform nnd the open polic;•. IJJ brief. this 

line mc~ns mak'nr, economic d~.,vdopmcPl tl1e central task and adhering to th.: !Oi.il. 

cmdinnl principles and p.::rscvering in reform and the open policy. Many par,ici

p:lnts saiu this is a creative theoretical generalization of Marxism, and a significant 

result d the Pat_·tv's evci· dcepe.-ing understanding of socialism. M<my peopk pre

sent at the meeting believed JJu'!t it can be very \Vell said -trwt- this bnsic theory and 

line is the key to seeing and answering various questions and the ess~?ntial basis on 

\\ hich to formulate policies in various fields at the present stage. 

The participants also spoke freely and to their hearts content about the features 

in economic, political and cultural as well as in other fields in the primary stage. 

Some said: "The one central task" is a good formulation. In a country as economi

cally backward as ours, it can only take economic development as the central task, 

there cannot be any other central task after the completion of the socialist trans

formation of private o~nership. Deng Xiaoping once said, the basic task of a social

ist society is to develop the productive forces, that is of particular significance to 

China. In the primary stage, we must strive to shake off poverty and backwardness, 

"and it is all the more important to put the expansion of the productive forces at the 

center of our work. Whether it is helpful to expand the productive forces should be

come the point of departure in our consideration of all· problems and the basic crite
rion for judging all our work. 

In the discussion, the participants pointed out that to expand the productive 

forces, it is necessary to reform the existing structures including thnt of economy, 

politics, technology an~ culture, and to open to the outside world, because the rigid 

structures built up over the years have seriously hampered the development of the 

productive forces. Reform is the driving force of developing the productive forces, 
the way China must follow. 

So far as ownership and distribution are concerned, the consensus at the meet

ing was that absolute perfection of public ownership and distribution accordina to 
I o 

work arc not what is required in the primary stage of socialism. Instead, we -can 

only develop diverse sectors of the economy with the public ownership at the ~domi

nant position and have diverse forms of distribution with distribution according to 

work as the principal form, and, with Jhe objective of common prqspcrity in mind, 

'NC should encourage some people to become well-off first through honest work 

and lawful business operations. Since the Third .Plenary Session of the Eleventh 

CPC Central Committee, this has been clear in the guiding thinking of the Party. 

How~ver, the understanding of the problem has not come to complete unitv both 

within and outside the Party. There ,fs this or that misunderstanding and de~iation. 



~(., lffieory of the primary stage of socialism escablished at the Thirtce"th CPC 2on
gress provides us with a powerful ideological weapon to more forcefully overcome 
various erroneous ideas and deviations so that the people of tl~e whole country can 
more keep in step to build socialism with Chinese characteristics. 

3. A Powerful Ideological Weapon 

fust as the term "socialism with Chinese characteristics," the theory of ''the 
primary stage of socialism" also has two implications: First, Chinese society is 
already a socialist society. We must persevere in socialism, never deviate from it. 
Second, China's socialist society is still in its primary stage. We must proceed from 

this I\:ality and not try to bypass this stage. Many participants believed that this 
scientific thesis is a powerful ideological weapon for us to combat erroneous ideolo
gical deviations; Left and Right. Under the specific 'historical conditions of contem
porary China, to believe that the Chinese people cannot take the socialist road 
without going through the stage of fully developed capitalism is to take a mechanistic 
position on the question of the development of revolution and that is the major cog-

! nitive root of Right mistake'> . On the other hand, to believe that it is possible to ! 
skip over the primary stage of socialism, in which the productive forces are to be 
highly developed, is to take- a utopian position on the issue, and that is the major 
cognitive root of Left mistakes. The theory of the primary stage of socialism is an 
antidote to the above-mentioned Left and Right erroneous understandings, and the 
only correct theory true to the fact. It is in perfect accord with the Chinese con

ditions. 
In the long period of the primary stage of socialism we must maintain vigilance 

because neither Left or Right mistaken ideas will be completely eliminated owing to 
the fact that economic backwardness cannot be changed very soon and there arc 
influences from the outside world. However, Left thinking, especially that in the 
form of adhering to obsolete ideas, and ossified. Left thinking poses a much more 
grave problem. We must take full account of this situation. Zhao Ziyang said: 
"The struggle to eliminate the interference and influence of the two error,eous 
tendencies- hidebound thinking and liberalization- will last throughout the pri
mary stage of socialism. Since the old Left habits of thought are deep-rooted and 
since they are the source of the obstacles to reform and the open policy, the major 
task for quite a long time will be to overcome the hidebound thinking." 

In the discussion, the participants analyzed and expounded that to overcome the 
Left mistaken deviations of the ossified thinking will be the main task for a fairly 
long time to come, taking into considera tion of the historical experience of the in
ternational communist movement and the CPC in the more than 60 years since its 

~ounJing, as well as the problems in the present practice of the reform anrl imple
mentation of the open pqlicy. Some participants pointed out that the CPC committed 
both Right and Left mist3kes in the course of the democratic revolution, but as a 
whole, the main danger was the Left. The Chinese communists represent~d by Mao 
Zedong overcame the Left mistakes and led the Chinese revolution to victory. D~ng 

Xiaoping pointed out repeatedly that from 1957 to 1978 the Left problem delayed 
China from development for nearly 20 years. Recently he said again that it would 
not be easy to correct the Left thiflking which has prevailed for several decades. We 
should mainly oppose the Left, for it has become a force of habit. Now few people 
in China oppose the ongoing reform, but when it comes to the f01mulation and im
plementation of specific policies, some are liable to recaU with nostalgia the past, 
and habitual things would crop up and take effect. Deng further pointed out that 
we had interference from both the Left and Right, but the greatest danger was still 
the Left. The force of habit was stubborn, old ideas and concepts were deep-rooted 
in some people's minds, which are not easy to change. 

Some participants reviewed the history since the founding of the People's Re
public and said that starting from the late 1950s, influenced by the Left deviations, 
China was too impatient for quick results, and sought absolute perfection; belie~ing ··· 
that the productive forces could be dramatically expanded by relying simply on sub
jective will and on mass movements and that the broader the scale and the higher the 

1 level of the socialist ownership, the better. Also, for a long time, we relegated the 
task of expanding the productive forces to a position of secondary importance and 
continued to take class struggle as the key link. Many things which fettered the 
growth of the productive force,s and which were not inherently socialist, or were 

.,applicable ' only under certain particular historical conditions, were regarded as "so
cialist principles" to be' adhered to. Conversely, many other things which, under 
the socialist conditions, were favorable to the growth of the productive forces and 
io th~ commodification, socialization and modernization of production, were dubbed 
things capitalistic and to be opposed. As a consequence, a structure of ownership 
evolved in which undue emphasis was placed on a single fmm of ownership, along 
with a corresponding political structure based on overcentralization of power. All 
this greatly hampered the development of the productive forces and of the so((_iaiist 
commodity economy. This shows how important it is to oppose the ossified thinking, 
to completely free ourselves from the old ideas, old structures and old rcgul<1tions. 
The historical lesson is clear as such: Being ossified in thinking and -sticking to the 
past would inevitably lead to destruction of the productive forces and disaster for the 
people . 

Why is it that the Left thinking has been so stubborn, difficult to overcome 
and sometimes looked so arrogant with strong backing? Those who attended the 



,ceting analyzed the problem in the following aspects: 

Firstly, historically, '' Left thinking was in the dominant position for 20 of the 38 

years since the founding of the People's Republic, in both the -political and econom

i::al !if~ and the realm cJ ideology. With this :ong time prevalence, things of the Left 

became deeply rooted and had widespread influence. which cannot be easily ch:>11ged. 

With some comrades, the Left has. become a force of habit. They could get thin):'s 

done in the old ways without a hitch and they are not receptive to new things, nor 

would they want any change in the status quo. 

s~condly, viewed soci:::lly and in a ciass perspective, Chinn used to hE' a sc:·ni-colo

nial c:nd semi-feudal society, where commodity economy was underdeveloped and peas

an ts .:1nd the natural economy were in the dominant position. In the old China, the 

peasants were subjected to suppression anJ exp1oitation. They were not reconciled 

:o th-=:ir situation and would make rcvolutio:1 to overthrow the old system. But when 

they took part in the revolution, they tended to seek quick victory of the revolution 

and wanted to become prosperous as soon as possible in disregmd of the subjecti vc 

as well as the obJective conditions. This way of thinking has been a ready holbet.l 

for Left ideas in the CPC. Some of the prevailing Left concepts are actually linked 

to the small producers' conventional outlook. For instance, small producers are for 
• 0 0 

"equalitarianism," those who take the Left concepts believe that "to allow a part of 
the people and areas to become prosperous 'first" means "the polarization of the rich 

and the poor.'' Small producers stick to the natural economy, those who take the 

Left concepts accuse that to develop the commodity economy means to develop cap

italism. Small producers uphold closing the country to the outside world just like 

drawing a circle on the ground to serve as n prison to restrict their own [Jctivitics, 

those who take the Left concepts consider the policy of opening to the outside 

wo!'ld is to worship and have blind faith in things foreign. These are only a few 

examples. 

Thirdly, viewed from the cognitive root. Here the main problem is a one-sided 
view of what being the Left. As some people see it, a person acting Left is but a 

cognitive problem, he who does so thin~s of revolution and wants revolution, while 

a person being Right is matter of standpoint, he who acts right is no more revolu

tionary or rather is a counterrevolutionary. It is based on this one-sided unc.icrstancl

ing and the consequent erroneous attitude towards the Left and Right mistakes 

that has. led to the opinion and psychological makeup: Better to be Left !han Right, 

and rather be Left but never be Right. All this encouraged the repeated occurrence 

of Left mistakes which could not be overcome for a long time. As a matter of fact , 

there is no difference of better or worse between Left and Right, neither of them is 

more lovable, for neither of them are Marxism; both of them represent departure of 

the subjective from objective and theory from practice, endangering the revolution 

and construction. Viewed from the history of China's revolution and construction , 

the Left mistakes have brought graver harm. 

·· At this late hour, if any~ody should still uphold that it is better to be Left than 

Right, that only the Right must be opposed but not the Left, or that the Right must 

be fought against ruthlessly while the Left be dealt with lightly, it would tantamount 
to disregarding the historical experience , ignoring the main danger in ret!li ty, whici1 

is diametrically against the. Party's guid ing line that has been enrichE'd anrl developc<.l 

since the Third Plenary Session of the Eleventh CPC Central Committee. J\~ reCTarcls 

the problem of combating .the erroneous deviations, the only correct understa~ding 
~nd attilL:de are, as repeatedly po"nted out by Deng Xiaoping and reaffirmed cmpha~ 
i-:: ::lly b'-' z ;wo Ziyang in his report, that to comba t Left whenever it a•Jnears and 

combat Right whenever it occurs, and as a whole, the main task is to fight aga inst 

the Left. Only by persisting · in this understanding and attitude can v;e ensure Chinfl 

to marc~ forward in the great cause of . building socialism with Chinese dnraclcris
tics. 

Zhao Ziyang said in his report: "Marxism is a science that keeps dcveloiJing in 
practice. In the contemporary era it is generally recognized that Marxism needs fur

ther extensive develoJ?ment." He especially reviewed the process in which the CPC 

I has deepened its understanding . of socialism since the Third Pl~n;r; .Se-ssion- ;{- th; 
I Eleventh Central Committee. In the process the CPC has developed a series of theo

/ ries and views in the realms of -philosophy, political ~,conomy and scientific social

l ism. These fundamental views constitute an outline of the theory of building socialism 

with Chinese characteristics. They provide initial explanations of such basic ques

tions as the stages of China's socialist development, its tasks, motive forces, condi

tions, planning and the international environment. By elaborating these ideas, the 
Party has scientifically charted the course for our advance. 

\ 
. Zhao' Ziyang also pointed out in his report: 

The primary stage of socialism covers a long process of historical develop· 

ment. We qo not yet know much about the conditions, contradictions and 
changes in this stage or the laws governing its development. Many of our 

principles, policies and theories have yet to be tested, and they will have to 
be constantly enriched. revised and improved through practice. We shall not 

let oGrselves be bound hand and foot by treating isolated these from books -as 
dogmas, nor shall we regard things that have proved effective in practic'e . as 

flawless models: We must encourage people to explore new paths in practical 

work and to adhere to the po1icy of "Jetting .a hundred flowers bloom and a 

hundred schools of thought contend" in theoretic:~! research. Th~ standpoint of 

experience and practice is the primary and basic standpoint in the theory of 

knowledge. Without exploration, without innovation, and without comparison 

b~tween different views, our cause will be lifeless. The hope for constanL 
growth in our theory and our cause as a whole lies in our determinntion to give 

full play to the scientific spirit and creative vitality of Marxism and to arouse 

rhe courage of the whole nation to experiment and innovate. II 
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At the moment attention is 
focused on a debate, the funda
mental essence of which con
cerns the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the concepts of 
"freedom and democracy". 

Whilst all international 
experience is watched .and ex
amined with interest, the 
Communist Party of Australia 
(Marxist-Leninist) subscribes to 
the view that in the final 
analysis, the people of_ every 
country under the leadership of 
the Communist Party will deter
mine their own road to social
ism. They will do so free from 
all outside interference, and by 
the correct application of the 
principles of dialectical mater
ialism to their own national 
characteristics, background and 
traditions. 

Socialism is incompatible with 
external interference or aggression. 

It is our belief that there is no 
such thing as democracy in general 
or dictatorship in general. 

Under capitalism the form of 
state is in reality the dictatorship of 
the ruling capitalist , class. This 
dictatorship can be expressed 
through a parliamentary democracy 
or the open violence of fascism. 

Within the parliamentary form 
an illusion of freedom is created. 
This freedom is limited to the few 
who own the means of production. 
It is freedom for the rich to 
accumulate profits and the poor to 
starve. Nevertheless every avenue of 

freedom should be utilised by the 
people to further their struggle for 
a better life. 

Freedom of expression for the 
majority of pec;>ple is virtually 
impossible when literally a ]1andful 
of millionaires own the press, radio, 
T.V., halls. In Australia Murdoch, 

· Bond, Skase exercise this monopoly. 
The law courts, police and army 
ensure that any opposition expressed 
by the majority does not get out of 
hand. 

The right to elect parliament 

I 
creates the illusion that the majority 
determine policy. In reality an en

. lightened public opinion, vital for 
the operation of democracy, is 
denied by the manipulation of the' 
previously mentioned · millionaires 
who are upholders of the present 
system .. In addition briberyJ and 
corruptiOn are a common feature of 
parliamentary institutions prevent
ing the will of the majority! from 
determining events. 

When it is no longer possible 
for the capitalist class to suppress the 
majority and at the same time allow 
certain democratic freedoms, the 
illusion of freedom is cast aside. 
Democratic rights are abolished. 
Outright violence, a fascist regime is 
substituted · for parliamentary 
democracy. Irrespe~:;t\ve of what 
form of the state ~paratus.·operates, 
both uphold the economic, political 
rule of capitalism; •· 

Sooner or later people's exper
ience in struggle will lead them to 
conclude that their problems cannot 
be resolved within the system and 
that capitalism must be abolished. 
Guided by the principles of Marx
ism, the Communist Party will take 
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an appropriate part in every action. 
• The•.people will develop their 
own forms of struggle against the 
old regime. · 

This broad front of struggle will 
constitute the framework for and 
determine the form of a new state 
apparatus which will organise pro
duction, build a people's army to 
stamp out any attempts by the few· 
to re-instate the old order and 
introduce widespread democracy for 
the majority. 

The ownership of the means of 
production, access to the press 
radio, all foi:ms of propaganda and 
education will be in the hands of the 
majority of-people. The concept of 
power in the hands ·of the people 
stands opposed to any form of 
bureaucratic control. 

In essence this state appc:ratus 
will also be a dictatorship. But it will 
substitute the dictatorship of the 
majority of the people over the 
minority (the dictatorship of the 
working class and its allies) for the 
dictatorship of the minority over the 
majority. It will ensure the widest 
democracy. It will create a state 
apparatus to give expression to this 
democracy. Real representati~e 
bodies fully accountable to ~he 
people and with the right to recall 
unsatisfactory elected representatives 
will come into being. By dong away 
with the division between legis
lative and executive bodies the 
illusion of freedom characteri;tic of 
bourgeois parliamentary democracy 
will be replaced by people's control 
over every facet of their lives. 

Every fundamental change in 
the _history of the _people has 
consrsted of the suppression of the 
previously dominant class. In 

England in 1649 the monarchists, 
kings and noble barons who en
deavoured to restore feudalism were 
suppressed by the representatives of 
the newly developing system. 

In Russia in 1917, under the 
correct leadership ·of · V.I:.Lenin. at 
the head of the Communist Party, 
the . majority of the workers and 
peasants rose to sweep away the old 
system of exploitation. They estab
lished a new state apparatus ex
pressed in the Soviets ..:._ . elected 
councils of workers, peasants and 
soldiers. . 1 

They_ successfully repelled the 
armed resistance of.the old exploit
ers who were joined by armies of 
intervention from around the world 
in an effort tcrrestore the power of 
the landlords and capitalists. 

It is regrettable but inevitable 
that in the process of unprecedented 
upheavals some excesses occur. Ex
cesses experienced during, the dictat
orship of the people can in no way 
l:k compared with the·excesses of the 
dictatorship of the capitalists, which 
is responsible for incalculable 
horrors. Starvation, torture, de
struction of millions in imperialist 
and colonial wars are the hall mark 
of the old system. 

In the process · of struggle the 
form of state which best coincides 
with the ·characteristics .of each 
country and the taSks undefiaken by 
the people to build a society in which 
production is: for use, and not the 
profit of a few, will be found. 

The ruling class never Jets-up in 
its .attacks upO[\ the people's 
struggles· for peace and freedom. 

· They seize every opportunity, to 
undermine the basic principles of 
Marxist theory even at times utilising 
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the very name of Marxism, to create 
confusion around the general aims 

· and objectives of communism and 
the position occupied by the dic
tatorship of the proletariat in that 
struggle. 

The Communist Party, relying 
upon the broadest possible support 
from the majority of people in 
action, plays an essential role.· 
Leadership in revolutionary struggle 
cllnnot be proclaimed. It must be · 
won. · 

Each Communist Party contin
ually sums up practice. It sets out to 
master fundamental Marxist princi
ples and the essential characteristics 
of its own country. It has no interests 
separate and apart from the majority 
of its people. 

Again it is almost inevitable 
. that in determining the correct road 

for building a new socialist system, 
mistakes in the relationship between 
the people and the communist party 
will occur. All practice, positive and 
negative, needs to be continuously 
summed up and proper conclusions 
drawn. Collective responsibility 
must be accepted both for victories 
and defeats. 

Providing the Communist Party 
listens to the wishes of the peopl~ 
ensures that its policy gives ex-. 
pression' to their every mood, such 
mistakes will be short-lived and 

· easily rectified. · • 
Throughout this socialist ·stage 

of society many new problems will 
confront the people. 

Thckled from the standpoint of 
dialectical materialism we can have 
complete confidence that finally 
such problems will be resolved in 
favour of a Communist society 
guaranteeing freedom for all. 



On March 28; 1988 the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Burma issued this statement entitled 
'The Proposal Presented _to the Country by the Communist Party of Burma on the Occasion of the 
Fortieth Anniversary of the Armed Revolution in Burma': The statement is published in full. 

Tbe armed revolution in Burma 
i~ now 40 years old. · . 

~ The "independence'' of the 
cpuntry is also 40 years old now. 

The armed revolution broke out 
just after such an "independence" 
because the ruling ·class denied the 
people's political activities and polit
ical freedom. 

Instead, the people were · 
subjected to a suppression of the 
hi~:~hest degree - armed suppress
ion. In other words, ·the masses have 
no other means but to take up arms 
inevitably when the · ruling class 
resorted to aii11ed counter-revo-
luti:m. · 

We may categorise the ruling 
classes t)1e armed revolutiori had to · 
deal with during the past 40 ye·ars, 
as follows: 

The first 10 years \\as the period 
of fighting mainly against the Anti
Fascist People's Freedom League 
(AFPFL) government and the latter 
30 years or so is the period of fight
ing against the Burma Socialist 
Programme Party (BSPP) military 
government. 

Even during the first 10 years of 
the struggle against the AFPFL gov
ernment, the military clique headed 
by U Ne Win, which later became 
the present military regime, had been 
:the mainstay of that government. 
Therefore, we can say that the milit
ary clique has been the main target 
of the arq~.ed revolution all along. 

11 
The Communist Party · of 

Burma has time and again asserted 
our position to solve the problem of 
civil war politically. We had negotiat
ed with the military regime twice
the first time in 1963 and then again 
in ·1980-81 to cease 'the civil war and 
re-establish internal peace. 

The Communist Party of 
Burma, by taking into consideration 
the basic interests of the people had 
made the necessary concessions. 
During the negotiation, our party 
adopted a serious and business-like 
attitude. 

However; the BSPP military 
regime only demanded to accept the 
one-party dictatorship of the BSPP 
and abolish the Communist Party 
the People's Army and our Bas~ 
areas. In fact they were trying to gain 
the terms which they had failed to 
achieve during these 40 years of mili
tary confrontation on the negotiat
ing table. If so, why did the military 
regime ask for the terms which they 
know they can never achieve? Vis
ibly, the military regime has idealis
tically decided to cling stubbornly to 
their one-party dictatorship of the 
BSPP and to solve the problem of 
the ciyil war only by military m·eaf\S. -· .. ..,.. . .... 

· During the 1980-81 peace nego
tiationS, the military regime unilater
ally declared that talks were over for
ever and ceased the negotiations. At 
that il!ncture, the Communist Party 
of Burma exp1ained to them reason
ably that we still desire to go on with 
the negotiations '·and that they · 
should not close the door of the ; 
~egotiating table permanently. But 
1t only fell upon the deaf ears of the 
military regime which had made up 
its mind to obstinately trudge along 
the reaction~ry cours·e of practicing 
one-party dictatorship of the BSPP 
and continuing the civil war. 

Ev~n after the talks had ended 
as mentioned above, the ~ommunist 
Party ()f Burma l,lrged the military 
regime ti111e and again to negotiate 

, whenever the occasion arises. If the 
. milit~ry 'regime changes its present 
reactionary lines IJ.nd policies, the 

' Comm11nist Party of Burma is 
always ready to hold lalki with 
them. ·But the military regime had 
chosen to practice' their one-party 
military-:dietatorshi!l .a,ng~age. lhe 
'civil war desperately. Very recently; 
the government blatantly claimed 
that they will never hold talks with 
the Kachin ana Karen armed revolu
tionary forces, ~nd that they will ~ 
wipe out these forces militarily. As 
long as the military regime is des
perately carrying out the reactionary 
civil war, the Communist Party of 
Burma has no other choice but to 
wage the just pe!>ple's'·wru-·resolutely 
in defence of ourselves:· 

How stupid o( the military 
regime to be unable to draw lessons 
from the' ~ard· fact that nothing re- . 
suited frpm thei_r 40-year-long 
military . efforts to wipe out the 
armed revolution forever! 

III 
To gain independence, the 

multi-national people of Burma had 
relentlessly struggled for over a 
c~ntury. They had t'!ken up arms 
against the British imperialists and 
the Japanese· fascists. Thousands of 
hoble. patriots had· laid down their 
lives writing the glorious .pages of 
Burma's history. 

The Communist Party of 
Burma, which was form 'c ..t with 
advanced elements from lhe struggle 
of the anti-imperialist cause, has also 
taken a militant role in the front line 
of the fight for the cause of national 
independence since its inception. 
Numerous Communist ·Party 
members had, together with other 
glorious patriots, bome the brunt of 
the bloody ordeals and made indel- ' 
ible sacrifices. 

Whemhey were making sacri
fices without blinking' during the 
struggle for independence, the noble 
fighters had only one common ideal 
of building an independent Burma. 
Marching forward, they knew no. 
hardship nor feared any sacrifices 
.whenever they thought of building 
a united, integrated, peaceful, pros
perous and progressive Burma. 

At last, · the "independence" 
which the .people had so much 
longed for and shed blood over had 
been attained. To be precise, it is even 

,.. 40 years · old now. The state of 
Burma, which the ruling classes had 
built to their heart's content, is now 
fully materialised. The object of the 
social living conditions of the multi
national people of the so-called "in
dependence" which the ruling class 
of Burma..tJ.as been carying out, i~ 
now nakedly unveiled. How do they 
app~~r? One can find a country, 
positioned among the world's 
poorest nations, still stationed at the 
18th century mark, and in a 
shambles; people, toiling at the low
est level of living standards and 
mercilessly crushed under the iron 
heels of the military regime. 

Who takes pride and who is 
satisfied with this state of affairs? 
Ne Win's military regime is the only 
one who takes pri(ie and the imper
ialists are the only ones who are sat
isfied with this state of affairs. On 
the contrary, the great majority of 
the people of B.urma is willing to 
change this present state of affairs 
as soon as' possible. 

· IV 
·since 1985, the Communist 

Party of Burma had proposed the 
whole people as well as patriotic per
sonages to change the present 
situation as soon as possible. This 
proposal coincided with the wishes 
of the people and cons :{uently, they 
are in favour of it and demanded a 
change. 

Under such conditions, Ne Win 
was also compelled to speak about 
making "changes" in the middle of 
1987. There. were even hints that 
"changes" will be made not only in 

.~ t~.c economic sphere but also in the 
' pqlitical field. But the people of 

Burma, who are well accustomed tC1 
"Ne Win's way", bided their time 
and watched dubiously. What then 
is "Ne Win's way"? Pick a system or 
an ism or an issue which was 
popula! at· the· time, take away its 
revolutwnary, progressive essence 
and substitute it with reactionarv 
backward content, then utilise it t~ 
one's own likes. Such is "Ne Win's 
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way". Of course, there are many ex
amples to prove it. Just look at their 
Burmese way to ''socialism" which 
had deprived socialism of its revolut- : 
ionary, progressive essence and sub- ·: 
stituted fascist bureaucratic capita)- ;: 
ism in its place. 1 t will be more cle~r 1 
if one looks at other institutions 
branded "socialist" or "people" such 
as: "socialist democracy", "socialist 
economy", "people's assembly", 
"people's militia", etc., etc. · 

A few months ago a speech 
made by Ne Win was broadcast to 
the nation. His speech contained· a 
phrase worded, "though politically 
independent, economically not inde
pendent". This is a term the Com
munist Party . of Burma had been 
asserting for the last 40 years. Ne 
Win had taken up this term and 
through "Ne Win's way" of meta
morphosis, changed its essence. The 
real meaning of .·this term is to 
oppose imperialism, feudalism, .bur- · 
eaucratic-capitalism and building an 
independent national economy on a 
sound reliable basis. Whereas Ne 
Win has deleted this revolutionary 
and progressive essence and replaced 
it with chauvinistic, fascist national
ism. Once, in that speech, he even · 
brazenly . threatened "you'll find· 
yourselves in trouble''. 

Although Ne Win dared not lift 
a finger. against imperialism, feudal
ism and bureaucratic-capitalism, he 
went so far as to insult his own 
nationality as an "idle" one. 

From the above examples, it is 
quite obvious that Ne Win and Co. 
have neither the will nor the a_!Jilj_!y 
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to make a change. It is also crystal 
clear that they are crying "change" 
only to · Jead the infuriated masses 
astray and to benumb their mili
tancv. 

v · 
Tne · Communist Party of 

· Burma in all seriousness, wishes to 
presel).t'the .fgllowing proposals to 
the · people; · the . patriotic 
revolutionary monks and the pat
riotic pers~mages of Burma. 

1. Abolish the present BSPP one
Party dictator~hip military regime 
and form ·a provisional government. 
2. Abolish the present constitution 
and draft and put forward a new 
constitution ·ih~t can·guarailtee the 

.Pe()ple's · d_~~ocratic rights and 
demands. ~ : .·. . • . · . . 
3. .The forth"Coming provisional 
government ·must implement the 
following basic tasks: · 

. (a)Cease the civil war apd 
restore internal peace. · · 

· (b)Completely restore the 
people's democratiC rights. · 

(c)Rebuild national- unity. 
-. (d)Deve)op national economy 

~n~ . gradually raise the people's 
hvmg standards. · . 

(e)Practice independenrand 
neutral foreign policy in foreign 
relations . . 

To concr~tise the.se." it is 
necessary to exert all efforts by all 
means. . 

In order to realise the above
mentioned proposals, the Com-· 
munist Party of Burma shall actively 
take part in the process with positive 
suggestions. · 

In July 1988, General Ne Win resigned from leadership of .the ruling 
Burma Socialist Programme Party after five months of sporadic but violent 
unres t against the government, in which about 200 were reported killed. 

Brigadier SEIN LWIN was quickly appointed head of state and government 
aswell as leader of the BSPP . Sein Lwin has a reputation fo r ruthlessnes s 
and fo r loyalty toNe Win. He followed Ne Vliri through the army and <was 
revmrded minor government posts after Ne Hin's 196 2 military take-over. 

Se in Lwin quickly declared martial law in the capital, Rangoon, after 
protests at his appointment erupted. In early August, the Lon Htein r iot 
police shot at thousands strong anti-government demonstrations , killing 
100s and wounding more to try and disper s e them. 

The student-led opposition to police repression and worsening 
livinrr cond i tions hav~ called Sein Lwin a ruthless oppres sor and a butch er. 
He has beeome the main target of their protest. Sein Lwin was responsible 
for t h e hated Lon Htein before taking overall power. He was responsible 
for the orders to "yike that,pyit that» (beat kill,shoot k ill) given ove r 
police raa ios to disperse the dcmon~tra tions in l\'Iarch and June. Six 
hunore~ people are still being h eld from earlier protests. 

In Burma, the ninth poorest nation in the ~6rld, with a forei gn debt 
of ~; 3. 8 bn , basic food prices have spiralled ana unemployment rampant in 
t h i s na tion of 30 million. · There are no plane for fundamental political 
reform. One European diplomat warned : 

" The people he r e have been pusheo to the limit and they 
are going to react." 



Meeting with comrade of the MLPD · (Marxist-Leninist Party o£: .Germany) 

h e ld in.early August 1988. 

The MLPD traces its origins back to the Sino-Soviet Polemic of the early 
1960s. At that time it was argued that the emphasis should be theoretical 
work on the practical issues of class struggle as preparation fbr party 
building. In the beginning the organization was comprised mainly of working 
class youths, so rank-and-file work in factories developed cadre. Intellectuals 
were affiliated to the organization through mass organization . There was 
a limited facus for practical work but general propaganda on international 
and political questions. The organization· w~s then called the Communi~t 
i.Jorkers 1 Lea,Q,"Ue of Germany: .KABD. . · . ' 

The theore~1cai emphas1s was 1naependently exam~ng the restorat1on of 
capitalism· in the Soviet Union. This work laid .. the basis for understanding 
quite quickly the restoration of capitalism in China. Besides a continual 
analysis of revisionism the MLP.J) _has undentaken theoretical investigation 
into state monopoly capitalis~, ~hich has an english edition. 

By the b~gi.nnings of the 1980s preparations were deemed advanced enough 
to found the party. The NLPD were critical o1' those sixties NLs who were 
mainly intellectuals and asserted leadership over the working class and 
then subsequently disintegrated in the mid-70s. At its founding the ~1LPD 
had a 90% worker composition in its Central Committee and membership. Its 
chair was a mechanic by trade, Stefan Engel. 'l'he Ist Congr ess planned to 
widen political activity beyond the factory. By th~ 2nd Congress in 1985 , 
the NLPD was organized in both factory and neigr.tbourhood units (members 
distributed equally between the two) and activity in 130 towns; represen~d 
in most important but not all factories. 

The recently held 3rd Congress (june 1988) was one of ideological unity. 
The HLPD had developed systematic rank-and-file work: 140 localised 
monthly papers/bulletins now produced, and at \olhitsun organized a youth 
nally attended by 1, 500 -- largest attendance so far. f.1LPD believes that 

~ conditions for class struggle are more advantageous and ML influence can 
grow. Of special importance to MLPD was the steelworkers struggle: a year 
long rank-and-file activity saw mass influence and temporary leadership in 
mass struggle; MLPD's largest group in steelworks increased 3-fold. 

Three resolutions on further work were discussed at 3rd Congress: 

1./There was to be a new offensive in party building utilising the forth 
/ coming European Parliamentary ·election:;; under the slogan of " Workers 

· and Farmers together against a Europe of the Monopolies" 

2. With the changing class structure of Germany, work amongst the 'petty 
~bourgeois intellectuals was of increasing importance, and the need to 
reorganize the ML League of int ellectuals to strengthen the ideolog ical 
depth of the MLPD, and developing it as a mass organization was decided. 

3 •/ It was decided to undertake the task of promoting the unity of I1Ls 
/ internationally and built for the 2nd International Conference of 
HLs in 1990. 'rhe is t Congress saw unity on the nature- of Gorbachev 1 s 
revisionist course despite differences on other questions. The number 
of participants was small : 5 European parties and the Communist Party 
of Peru (Red Fatherland). There was a declared willingness for exchange 
and practical co-operation. There was the proposal to develop an 
International Information Exchange and Workers Aid Organization ( Funds 
for strikes etc.) 



The viewpoint of the MLPD is that given the state of NL parties ·a 
"ne\-r international" would .not be possible, but that it is important 
that unity is on the basis of principle and not hang together f9r 
the sake of it. The agenda for the 2nd Conference would be prosposed 
on basis of equal rights for ~~ parties. 

HLPD has a weekly paper : Red Flag with a print run of 10,000. 
It produces two monthly youth magazines, a farmer's magazine and 
quarterly economic newspaper. 

I 

Its theoretical journal, Revolutionary Way has reached 24 issu~s. r'ts 
editor Wille Dickhut was instrumental in the formation of the NLPD. 
He was a KPD member since 1920, a survivour of Dachu after captured 
for resistance activity and an influential, but not c.c. member '"hen 
expelled from KPD in 1960s •. 

The HU?D is developing a film and video library, and its next project 
is a film entitled: A Journey Into the Covntry of Apartheid. 

The Basic Programme and Practical Programme of the NLPD as adopted 
at the 1st Congress in June 1982 are available in English editions. 

While never participating members of Revolutionary Internationalist 
Novement, and critical of its leading 1 ights, th~ l\TLPD Basic Programme 
states : 

" The teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin and lVIao ,.rsetung and 
the defence of the idea of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution 
form the essential foundation for the formation of a new 
international communist movement." 

The l'1Lf'D believes : 

' .; ~/ . 

11 As a result of the revisionist degeneration of the Communist 
Party of China following the death of Nao Tsetung , capitalism 
was also restored in the People's Republic of China. 11 

The ~lliPD has produced translation of two pamphlets explaining their 
reasoning on this matter •. A translation of the HLPD' s work on the 
restoration of capitalism in the Soviet Union is to appear in the 
winter of 1988. 

* * Further inform~tion: 

NLP:D I ZK 
Rellinghouisw Stv. 334 

. 4300 Essen 
F.R.G. (West Germany) 

Tel: Esse~(0201) 25911 

Rotehhne 

Pmbleme des Marxismus-Lenlnismus 
lheoretlsches Organ der MLPD 



WHO DO YOU 
MEAN WH·EN YOU 

SAY 'MAOIST'? 
By MAE NGAl 

John Trinkl's 3-part series (Guardian, Apg. 
"2 1, Sept. 4 and II) on the history of the_left 
and the party-building move_ment . P':llvided. 
-;orne useful perspectives. While pointi~g out 
.orne weaknesses of the left; Tnnkl d1d not 
.:a~t the history of our move?l7nt in an entirely 
negative light and urged activists to pay atten
tion to concrete political work. 

Trink! and some of those who responded to 
nis article:t, however, raised broad allegations 
against the so-called Maoist sector of the com
munist movement of the 1970s. Charges 
rznge.Q ,from _collaboration. with .. U.S. im
perialism to ultrasectanan vanguard-
1sm." The League of Revolutionary Struggle 
is mentioned in passing as the last remaining 
.epresentative of this "Ma~ist" trend and t~us 
by association is laden w1th all the negative 
baggage from the past. 

Several,points need to be made: 
First, Trink! and others, i'n speaking of the 

· • Maoist'' sector invariably refer to that part of 
the left that came out of the white student 
movement. But social democrats, Trotskyists, 
anarchists and other tend~ncies came out of 
the white student movement as well. Charac
teristics attributed to "Maoism" were actually 
problems the ·white student movement and 
most trends that came out of it suffered from 
a~ well: namely, individualism, chauvinism, . 
commandism, dogmatism, impetuosity, inex-
perience. . 

Secondly, the sector of the new commum~t 
n;ovement that considered itself sympathet~c 
to China during the 1970s never was uni_fied In 

its outlook. The positions of groups differed 
over questions such as party building, Angola, 
the e-vaiuation of the gang of four, the theory 
of the three worlds and the Afro-American na
iJnal question, among many others. 

NEVE~ SLAVISH 
Third, whiie ·s~me groups may have 

slavishly followed what they belie~ed was the 
international line of the Commumst Party _of 
China during the 1970s, the League main
tained its independent views. We never sided 
with U.S. imperialism or encourage~. a 
"united front" with the U.S. bourgeoisie, 
supported the Shah of Iran, or attack~~ the 
MPLA in Angola, or any other such pos1ttons. 
Furthermore, the League has never considered 
itself "the vanguard organization of the U.S. 

' The League continues to develop as a Marx
\ ist-Leninist organization in p~ because_ many 
i of our members have been mvolved m the 
' mass struggle for fifteen, twenty years. While 
. we have and continue to make our share of 
mistakes, ·we have done our work from the 
perspective of trying to solve the concrete 
problems of the revolution in the U.S . No 
other consideration, such as allegiance to 
another party, or a need for "orthodoxy" has 
governed how we developed our political out-

• look. 

proletariat. • • · .· . . 
Our differences with these pointS In _part ex

plain why we never organization_ally unit~d 
with those who held those perspectives. Wh1le 
we admired and respected the ·revolutionary 
contributions of the Mao Zedong and t_he 
Communist Party of China, we always main
tained that the focus of our attention had to be 
pla~ed on solving the concrete problems of the 
socialist revolution in the l.J.S. We never called 
ourselves "Maoist~·~- . _ ·~· _ __ __ 

Fourth·. while Trink! acknoo,yledged that the 
dynamics of the J!_ew commu.nist movement 
that emerged from the Black liberation move-. 
ment possessed its own characteristics, he did 
not elaborate. Neither did he mention the com~ 
munist movement that came out of the other 
oppressed nationalities, such a~ Chicanos, 
Latinos and Asians. This is a major weakness, 
since large numbers of oppressed nationality 
activists continue to be active in the revoht
tionary movement. 

- The League bas to-be-examined in this co~
text. We remain one of the largest commumst 
organizations in dae U.S., composed of over 
75% oppressed nationalities and over 7_0% 
from working-class backgrounds. For Tn~l. 
to assess only the experience of those orga~t
zations that primarily came out of the white 

· student movemeftt ooe-sidedly and narrowly 
· defines the commuJ!iSt movement. . 

Fifth, Trink! focuses on the failures of our 
movemt<qt, on the organizations that ~~llapsed 
and t,tie ·efforts tnat . ~.v~r .reacbed fruition. To 
be sure. there were more setbacks than success 
~tories, but .the task is to determine what ena-

1bled certain groups tQ survive and grow, what 
set"; apart ' tJteir experiences from those who 

I failed ,· 

The Guardian - U.S. weekly 
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Like others, many of us in the League be
came revolutionaries in the 1960s not because 
of the polemics in the international communist 
movement, bul because of our experience in 
the struggle against national and class oppres
sion. And we took up Marxism-Leninism be
cause it provided the clearest explanation of 
this oppression and an outlook that indicated 
the way forward. We have always tried to 
apply Marxism-Leninism creatively. to under
stand the particular conditions of the U.S. and 
what it will take to make the socialist revolu
tion. 

We did not join the Communist Party USA 
in the 1960s, not because of the international 
polemics, but because from our own experi
ence we saw their failure to provide any revo
lutionary alternative. The CPUSA called Mal
colm X a police agent, dismissed the Black 
Panther Party. and with such positions, in
sured that a whole generation of revolutionary 
activists would tum away from it. 

The problem facing the left today is, with a 
movement that is splintered and appears at an 

' ebb what is the way forward? We believe that 
the ieft must strive to integrate with the strug
gles of the people and on the basis of this ex
pe~ence, study and the lessons of other ~ro
gressive forces, step by step solve t~e Im
mediate and strategic problems of makmg the 
socialist revolution. We also believe the left 
must find wavs to work together des!Jite many · 
Jtff~o:n:ncc~ tit.tt .>til •1<~\ qu"i-.1\ ·•• easily 
pass. Revolution ·in the U.S. Wll.l be a pro
tracted process. For every day the left does not 
work together, we only hurt ourselves. 

Many individual activists are unaffiliated or 
even leery of left organizations. Our hope is 
that in the course of working together against 
imperialism unaffiliated individuals as well as 
organiz~d left groups can begin to find a com
mon ground for more trust, discussion, strug
gle and ultimately greater unity. 

Mae Ngai is with the League of Revolu-
tionary Struggle. 8 



COJII1'1E N T A NEW SET OF INITIALS ON THE SCENE 

In the first issue of "International Review" space was given to a 
commentary that focused on the liquidationist crisis that has plagued 
the revisionist CPGB in recent years. Recent developments among dissent 
and expelled members opposed to the increasingly Kinnockite CPGB has 
resulted in a new set of initials you may come across : C.P . B. By 
simply dropping "Great" from its title, some 'tankies ' have annouched 
their re-birth as the Communist Party of Britain. 

rphe CPB came to light at its "re-establishment" Congress at North 
London Poly over the weekend of April 23-24 this year~ One of the speeches 
to the assembled faithful was given by Andrew Rothstein, veteran of the 
founding congressn of the CPGB in J uly 1920. Despite the CPB's attempt 
to clainl a revolutionary heritage by linking itself to the early CPGB, 
what the pr oceedings confirmed was tha.t the' CPB was essentially a split 
f :r;:"Oin the CPGB, · mad·e up of an assortment of Communist Campaign Group and 
Horning Star supporters., Initial claims that a "re-established" party 
would "organise the majority of communists in Britain" have been 
scaled down in the light of a m-embership of over a thousand. 

Ho-v1ever, the CPB is essentially a product of the c~generation and 
disintegration of the Moscow approved "communist movement". In r eality 
the CPB has only "re-established" the CPGB qf the 1970s.~The Preparatory 
discussion document, "The Re-establishment Congress of the Communist 
Party -- A Perspective", firmly anchored the organization in the utopian 
ana reformist British Road to Socialism. This programme is said to need 
"up-dating". 

That the CPB was born out of opposition to the "Euros" rather than 
the product of ideological unity and political principle is demonstrated 
'by the filtation with the New Communist Party. Ex-BL militant Derek 
Robinson's remarks on the NCP at the Congress have been edited out of 
the published report of its proceedings. He said: 

" We're going to have formal discussions with our comrades in 
the NCP and other communist organizations ••• on the basis that 
we can create the objective conditions to unite to fo.rm that 
single party of Britain that is the vanguard of the working class." 

NCP l eader Eric Trevett welcomes such overtures despite the fact that he 
followed the late Sid French and Surrey Party District in breaking away 
from the CPGB in 197? ·on the basis of opposition to the 'British Road ••• • 
vrhich the CPB takes as its political programme. 

vli th no paper, n<> pamphlets, no journal,._- ~t is - thisfoelection of the 
Congress proceedings published that is evidence that CPB exists. It 
h as given r ise to the . · thought that people join it in order to retire 
from active poli tic·s. Indeed print \VOrker, and part-time General Secretary 
Mike Hicks ( elected by 17 votes,aga inst t4 for Derek Robinson by the 
executive committee) promises only two editions of the CPB' s theoretical 
journal this year . CPB says it is sho~t of money; £4 7 000 was raised for 
its launch against a target of £25,000. 

The r eal political weakness of the CPB•s enterprise is its adherence to 
supporting the return of a. Labour gover~ent ~o as to "op:n up the road 
to socialism". The Labourism of the CPB ~s re~nforced by ~ts dependence 
on Tony Chater's Morning Star. While CPB members are constituti~nally 
bound to sell the Star, it will be independe11t of CPB control, JUst as 
it made itself independent of the CPGB. The MS describes itself as a 

· "broad labour movement paper". Spme critics of the CPB suggest that 
instead of the party having a paper, the paper will have a. party 1 
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