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What is MIM?

The Maoist Internationalist Movement

is the collection of existing or emerg-

Ing Magist internationalist parties in
the Engllish-speaking imperialist countries and their
English-speaking internal semi-colonies, as well 25 the
existing or emerging Spanish-speaking Macist internation-
alist parties of Aztlin, Puerte Rico and other territories
of the ULS. Empire.

MIM uphelds the revelutlonary communist ideclogy of
Marxism-Laninlsm-Macism and is an internationalist orga-
nization that works from the vantage point of the Third
World proletariat,

MIM struggles to end the oppression of all groups over
other groups: classes, genders, nations. MIM knows this is
only pessible by building public opinion to seize power
through armed struggle, ;

Revolution is a reality for North America as the military
becomes over-axtendad in the government's attempts to
maintain world hegemony.

MiM differs from other communist parties on three main
questions: {1} MIM holds that after the proletariac seizes
power in socialist revolution, the potential exists for capi-
talist restoration under the leadership of a new bour-
geoisie within the communist party itself. In the case of
the USSR, the bourgeoisie seized power after the death of
Stalin in 1953; in China, it was after Mao's death and the
overthrow of the “"Gang of Four” in 1976. (2) MIM
uphelds the Chinasa Cultural Revolution as the farthest
advance of communlsm In huran history, {3) MIM believes
the Morth American white-working-class Is primarily a
non-revolutionary worker-elite at this time; thus, it is not
the principal vehicle to advance Maoism in this country.

MIM accepts people as mambers who agree on these
basic principles and accept democratic centralism, the
system of majority rule, on other questions of party line.

“The theory of Marx, Engefs, Lenin and Stalin is universally
applicable. We should regard it not as dogma, but as g guide
to action. Studying it is not merely @ matter of learning terms
and phrases, but of learning Marxism-Leninism as the science
of revolution.” — Mao Zedong, Selected Works, Vol Il p. 208
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WHAT WE WANT, WHAT WE BELIEVE

IVinosT INTERKATIONALIST MovemeT ProcRam, Aucust 1996

1. WE WANT COMMUNISM,

We believe thal communism is the elimination of all
oppression—the power of groups over other groups. This
includes national oppression, class oppression, and gender
oppression,

2. WE WANT SOCIALISM.

. We believe that socialism is the path 1o communism, We

believe that the current dictatorship of the bourgeoisie oppress-
es the world's majority. We believe that socialism—the dicta-
torahip of the proletrial and peisaniry—is a DECessary sicp
towards a world without ingguality o dictatorship—a commu-
nist world, We uphold the USSR under Lenin and Stalin
{1917-195%) and China under Mao (1949-1976) a3 models in
this regard.

3. WE WANT REVOLUTIOMARY ARMED STRUGGLE.

We believe thal the oppressors will not give up their
power without a fight. Emling oppression is only possible by
building public opinion o seize power through anned struggle.
We heligve, however, that armed straggle in the imperialist
couniries is 4 serious sirategic mistake until the bourgeoisic
becomes really helpless, Revolution will become a reality for
Meorth America as the ULS, military becomes over-extended in
the government's attempts w maintain world hegemony.

“We are advocates of the abolition of war, we do ot wani
war; but wer e only be abolished through war, and in order
&0 gel rid af the gun if is necessary fo take up the gun."—Mag
Zedong

4, WE WANT ORGAHIZATION.

We believe that democratic-centralism, (e system of uni-
fied application of majority decisions, 15 necessary o defeat
the oppressors. This system includes organization, leadership,
discipline and hierarchy, The oppressors use these weapons,
and we should, oo, By building a disciplined revolutionary
communist vanguard party, we follow in the tradition of com-
rades Lenin, Mo and Huey Newton,

5. WE WANT INDEPENDENT INSTITUTIONS OF AND FOR THE

OPPRESSED.

We believe that the oppressed need independent media to
busild public opinion for socialist revolution. We belicve i1
the oppressed need independent insitutions to provide land,
bread, housing, education, medical cire, clothing. justice and
peace. W believe that the best mdependent mstimution of all is
a self-reliant socialist government.

6. WE WANT CONTINUOUS REVOLUTION.

We belleve that class struggle continues under socialism.
We believe that under socialism, the danger exisis for a new
bourgeolsic o arise within the communist parly isell. We
Pelieve that these new oppressors will restose capitalism unless
ihey are stopped. We believe that the bourgeotsie seized power
in the USSR afier the death of Stalin in 1953 in China it was
alter Mao's desth and the ovenlhrow of the “Gang of Four™ in
1976, We beligve that China's Great Proletarian Coliural

_AgainsLi

Revolution (1966-1976) ks the farthest advance towards com-
munism in human history, because it mobilized millions of
people against the restoration of capitalism.

7. WE WANT K UNITED FRONT AGAINST IMPERIALISH.

We believe that (e imperialists are currently waging a hot
war—a World War II—against the world’s oppressed nations,
ingluding the 1.5, empire’s interal colonies. We seck [0 onite
all who can be united under proletarian and feminist leadership

We beligve thal the imperialist-couniry working classcs
are primarily a pro-imperialist labor aristocracy at this tme.
Likewise, we believe that the biological-wimmin of the impe-
rislist countries are primarily a gender aristocracy. Thus, while
we recrutl individuals from these and other reactionary groups
10 work against their class, national and gender interests, we do
not seek stralegic unity with them, In fact, we believe that the
imperialist-country working-classes and imperialist-country
hiologhcal-wimmin, like the bourgeoisies and petit-bour-
genisies, owe reparations 1o the international proletariat and
pensaniry. As such, one of the first strategic steps MIM will
ke upon winning state power will be (o open the borders.

Wi believe that socialism in the imperialist countries will
require the dictatorship of the international proletarial and tha
the imperialist-country working-classes will need (o be on the
receiving end of this dictatorship.

8. We wanT New DEMOCRACY FOR THE OPPRESSED HATIONS.
WE WANT POWER FOR THE OPPRESSED HATIONS TO DETERMINE
THEIR DESTINIES.

We believe that oppressed people will not be free until
they are able to determine their destinies. We look forward
the day when oppressed people will live without imperialist
police terror and will leam to speak their mind without fear of
\he consequences from the oppressor, When this day comes,
meaningful plebiscites can be beld in which the peoples will
decide for tbemselves if they want (heir own separate nation-
stilEs Or some other amemgement.

9, WE WANT WORLD REVOLUTION.

We believe it is our duty w0 support Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism everywhere, though our principal sk is 1o build pub-
lic opinion and independent institutions i preparation for
Maoist revolution in Morth America. The imperialists think
and st glohally—we must do the same.

10, WE WANT POLITICS 1H COMMAND.

We belisve that correct tactics flow from comect strate-
gies, which flow from a correct sdeological and political line,
We helieve that the fight against imperialism, capitalism and
patriarchy goes hand-in-hand with the fight against revision-
ism, chagvinism, and opporiunism.

“The correciness or atherwise of the ideological and
political line decides everything. When the Party's line is cor-
rect, then everyihing will come s way. If it has no followers,
then it can kave followers; if it has no guns, then o can have
guns; if it kas no political power, then it can have political
power, "—Man Zedong

copy and distribute » copy and distrifiute = copy and distribule = copy and distribute = copy and dislribule = copy and disiribule



Introduction to this Issue
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IM publishes this issue of MIM Theory on revolutionary environmentalism o push the debate for-
ward on socialism and the environmentalist agenda. We offer criticisms of various “lefi” environ-
mentalist lines — from the owtright First World-“Not-In-My-Backyard” movement to the idealist,
Luddite anti-industrialism — to the revolutionary environmentalism of the Communist Party of the

| Philippines. Our fundameéntal goal is eradicaling The oppression of people over people, and this goal is also

the most effective way (o liberate the environment from human aggression. We do not believe that socialism
necessarily achieves environmental salvation, but we do argue that only through socialism do we have a
chance at it. So we outline our own position on the following principles:

| Historically, the most egregious assaults on the environment have been products of oppressive rela-
tions among people. Production processes most damaging to land and resources have been made possible
through violent coerced labor conditions — from the extraction of gold, rubber, sugar and other monocrops
to the industrial pollution of multinational indusiries — that characterize colonialism and imperialism, The
drive for profit and wealth from resource-rich areas to the First World has ireated people and resources as the
same expendable mass. Multinationals” pursuit of land has forced landless peasants o practice destructive
agriculiural techniques o survive. The eradication of these destructive processes through land reform, self-
determination and independence in the Third World will halt the environmental destruction they cause.

2. Being a true environmentalist in the First World means committing national suicide, as it requires the
inevitable “sacrifice” of these resources for use above human need. But opting out of consumplion alone s
reformism — active suppon for revolutionary national liberation struggles, through working with a Maoist
party, is the most effective path to overthrowing imperialism and liberation for its human and non-human
victims,

3. Toward the goal of equality among people, production and development — including technological
development — is essential to the constrection of socialism, We will not suppon destroying or halting tech-
nological developments in areas such as power plants, refrigeration, and medical care (1o name a few) in the
name of environmental protection. After socialist revolution, a sirong military (i.e. weapons production) o
defend against capitalist aggression will also be a necessity and must not compromised for environmentalist
reasons. However, as dialectical materialists, we know that only through mobilizing the masses of people
who participate in production and agriculture in an equitable way can we apply the scientific knowledge
we've gained since the Soviet and Chinese socialist experiences to work on reducing the toxic pollutants that
characterize advanced industrial and agricultural production.

4, Maoists recognize that “the environment,” “natural resources™ and other such concepts are socially
constructed according to the values of human society. Something that exisis in nature is designated a
“resource™ if it is beneficial to human life; and that social construction is not democratically determined.
“Resources” that could produce cheap food and medicine for the poor may not be “resources” worthy of pro-
tection by those in power. Hence, we do not speak of the absolute morality of “saving the environment™
apart from our understanding of revolutionizing human social relations — and with them conceplions of
mrality.

5. Only by putting proletarian politics in command will we be able 10 address the problems of human
oppression and the exploitation of the non-human workd. Toward a greater understanding of this issue, we
explicitly invite criticism 1o this issue of MIM Theory, and are cager o host further polemics and struggle
over the correct course for Maoist environmentalism,

— MC44 & MCI2




Letters to MIM Theory
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Spear & Shield:
MIM Wrong on

—Political —

Prisoners

Two Problems (with what MIM suys
aboul what We t-a}'} i just received MIM
y Theory 11 [Am-
enkkkan Prisons
on Trial -ed.],
and here are
SOMELE COIMIMEETELS,
followed by a

rume whu:h w: puhh.r.bad in 1992,

1. We (Spear & Shield Collective)
didn’t (Mew Afrikan P.OW. Journals in
197714978) & don't say Ul CONSCIOUS-
ness is principal (... if consciousness
rather than material conditions wiks pran-
cipal, then oppressed people who did rod
THINK they were oppressed would not
be.” (p. 36)). - Practice is principal; this
is what makes Political Prisoners and
Prisoners of War! S0, "a New York
Prasoner,” as well as MIM, has guoted
1k incompletely and incorrectly.

2. You don't seem o understind that
We have YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
with “applying revolutionary leadership
10 an overwhelmingly revolutionary
population.” Our focus on imprisoned
revalutionaries is 1o give the people con-
crete examples of what We are fightng
fior, what kind of people We need © be,
and the requirements of he struggle for
land, independence & socialism.
Oftimes when conditions change for this
“geerwhelmingly ('7) revolutionary pop-
wlation™ {i.¢., release from prison of
transfer), their PRACTICE doesn’t man-
ifiest their revolutionary potential.

This all leads me 1w some other ques-
lions:

1. How closely have you REALLY
studicd this gquestion”

2. Have you ever been in prison?

3. Have yoo ever visited a political
peisoner of @ prisoner of war in u.s. pris-

ons?

4. Have you ever spoken with one (a
PP or POW) ouiside of the MIM circle
{particularly a New Afrikan Political
Prisoncr or Prisoner of War)? 5. You

nary Call all prisoners politcal prsomers, -

but do woo call all prisoners revolution-
aries?
ReBuild!
—Spear and Shield Collective
October 27, 1996

WHo ARe NEW AFRIKAN
PoumicaL PRISONERS AND
PrisoNERs oF War?

Reprinted with permission from
CROSSROAD, vol. 4 #3, winter 1992,
Spear & Shield Publications, 1340 West
Irving Fark Road, swite f08, Chicago, L
TR

During the past twenly years a very
active theoretical struggle has unfolded
arpund the Mew Afrikan Independence
Movement's stand on Mew Afrikan citi-
zens held in ULS. jails and prisons. A
major subject of this struggle has been
the evolving definition of New Afrikin
Political Prisoners and Prisoners of War,

A wendency within the Movement has
recently arisen which believes it neces-
sary to make a sharp distinction between
Mew Afrikan and noo-New Afrkan (e.g.
“Black”™) political prisoners and prisoners
of war, Two reasons are put forth for
making such distinctions: 1) the New
Afrikan Independence Movement negds
1o strengthen its ideological and structur-
al base; 2) the struggle o assert Mew
Afrikan nationality 1s a form of the
struggle between contending ideologies.

The Need to Assert New Alfrikan
Nationality

The struggle for an advanced, compre-
hensive and ideologically consisient
political line within the New Alrikan
Independence Movement 15 an expres-
sion of necessary theoretical debate
which must occur in order that contra-
dictions within the Movement and con-
tracictions between the people and the
oppressive state may be sharpened and

resolved, and so (e the Movement may
hasten the realization of its goal of
national independence and socialist
development. Theoretical struggle is
necessary because different ideas exist
within the Movement == ideas which—
have their basis in the class forces which
exist inside the nation — and it is thas
an expression of class struggle within
the nation and within the Movement.

For nearly thirty years the New
Afrikan Independence Movement has
led a revitalized theoretical struggle
within the nation to funther develop (and
to make predominant), the line which
asserts the strategic goal of national
independence for Afrikan people inside
present 115, borders. This was nol a new
underaking.

From e fifteenth century, at which
time the colonial contradiction in the
Western Hemisphere between Afrikan
peoples and Egropean seuler-colonialists
has its origins, the primary contradiction
WITHIN the colonized nation has been
expressed, on one side, by those who
sought o regain some form of separate
existence as a distingt and free people.
On the other side of the contradiction anc
those who have sought to assimilate
themselves into the LS. as, in effect,
partners in imperialist oppression and
plunder.

This historic struggle between those
who “want in™ and those of us who “want
o, is mose than a mere surategic daffer-
ence between sectors of a single move-
ment: These who pursue national inde-
pendence embrace one ideology and
belong to one movement, and those who
oppose this movement clearly belong 1o
another and embrace a different ideology.

The other major moverment of Afrkan
people inside the U5, is most ofien
referred to as the “black liberation
movement.” Whatever this movement
may he aboul, it s not about NATION-
AL liberation. If it were, then it would
be deseribesd in terms of the nationality
of the people pursuing their existence &
A nation-state independent of the 115,

It is extremely necessary that the New

4
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Afrikan Independence Movement assert,
al every opporiumity, its separate
(national) identity from all movements
which do not scek the establishment of a
sovercign and independent state for
Adrikans i the U5, because the failure

__to do 50 WILL impede the national lib-

eration struggle.

The guestion of national sdentity is
uniquely important (o Afrikans in the
1.5, unlike most peoples who struggle
for national liberation. The colonization
of Afrikan peoples in the Wesiern
Hemisphere was facilited by fomms and
technigues of oppression which were
designed o underming or destroy our
original identities as peoples — peoples
who shared similarities with each olher,
and who shared differences from the
peoples of the oppressive settler-
oolonies.

S0 long as We maintain our sense of
similarity between oorselves and the
ense of difference from the oppressor
{amd the sense of dignity inherent in our
sense of separate identity), then We will
continge 1o resist oppression amd fght o
regain our independence as a people —
@ prople separate and distinct from the
OPPICSSIve slate,

The distinct national ideniity of Mew
Alrikans, when expressed by us as a
group/movement/people, charicienzes
the fundamental contradiction which
exisls between our nation and the ULS
settler- imperialist state, O form of
MATIONAL identilication signals: 1)
the actoality of our separatencss; 2) our
desire 1o he free of the culwre of the
115, and w0 be free of s political juris-
diction,

Conscious and Unconscious New
Afrikan Citizens

The Mew Afrikan Independence
Movement recognizes two basic classes
of cilizens:

1) Unconscions;

2} Conscious,

The Movement recognizes thee cale-
gorigs of Mew Afrikan citizens beld in
L5, prisons and jails:

13 Captured Cilizens (unconscions);

2 Political Prisoners (conscious);

3} Prisoners of War (conscious).

Chur stand on New Afrikan citizens
held in 1.5, prisons and jails rests on oor
umderstanding of the different levels of
consciousness and commilment among
{hem, and upon recognition of e differ-

ent kinds of activity tha they were _

andfor are engaged in.

The formal distinclion between
“Conscious” and “Unconscions™ New
Afrikan citizens was made — and the
importance of the distinction was
emphasized — in the first Article of the

Code of Umoja, our nation’s
Constitution:

Article I

Mew Afrikan Citizenship

Section | — Citizenship by
Birth: Each New Afrikan person
bom in America 15 8 citizen of the
Republic of New Afrika.

Section 2 — Citizenship By
Parentage: Any child bom o a citi-
zen of the Republic of New Afrika
is & citizen of the Republic of New
Adrka.

Section 3 — Citzenship By
Naturalization: Ary pesson ok oth-
erwise a citizen of the Republic of
Mew Afrika may become a cititen
of the Republic of New Afriks by
completing the procedures for nal-
wralization as provided by the
People’s Cemter Council.

Section 4 — Pre-Ratiflication
Cilizenship Rotained: Each person
wha is a citizen of the Republic of
Mew Afrika s the tme of the pas-
sage of this CODE OF UMOJA iz
berealier a citizen of the Republic
of New Adrika

Section 5 — Right 1o Chosce of
Citizenship: MNotwithstanding
Sections 1,23, and 4 of Article I,
the right of any person o expressly
deny or renounce hisfher cilizen-
ship shall not be domed.

Section 6 - Citizenship of Other
Alfrikans: Persons of Afrikan
descont, wherever their original
place of birth or domicile in the
wogld, have a right o Mew Afrikan
Citizenship, as provided by the
People’s Center Couneil.

Section 7 — Conscious
Citizenship: All citizens of the

_____states against the Mew Afrikan

Republic of Mew Adrika who are
awane of their citizenship are con-
gcious Mew Afrikan cilizens. Az a
resalt of an over 300 year-obd poli-
cy of force and frand used by the
United States government and the
governments of various American

nation, many citizens of the
Republic of New Afrika are not
aware of tweir baman right o New
Adrikan Citdzenship and indeed are
nol aware of the existence of the
Mew Afrikan nation in North
America. The growth of a con-
#cious New Adrikan citizenship is
related (o the success of (e libera-
tion gtruggle. The ohjective mea-
surement of that growih shall be a
consideration in the development
and implementation of Provisional
Government policy, programs and
structure a3 determined by the
People’s Center Council.

Ome canned fight for national indepen-
dence if one i3 unawsare of the very exis-
tence of the nation, ie., if one's nation-
ality is not New Afrikan, Unconscious
cilizens owe no permanent allegiance 1o
the defined objectives of New Afrikan
people, and they owe no allegiance
any organ of the New Afrikan
Independence Movement, e.g., the
Provisional Government, the New
Afrikan People’s Organization, the
Spear and Shield Collective, or the New

Afrikan Commuonist  Organizing
Because New Afnkans arc engaged in

a struggle for national independence and
socialism, and because of the
Movement's relative weakness at pre-
senl, its aim with regard 1o the 105,
prison system is nol to reform it. We
plan 1o secure the refease of all New
Afrikan citizens from U3, prisons — but
We will do so only as & consequence of
successiul national liberation revolwtion.
We will continue to struggle o secure
the release of certain prisoners, and We
will struggle to improve the reaiment
and the living conditions of captured cit-
izens, However, the success of these
efforts will themselves greatly depend
upon our effective engagement in strug-

5
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gle in all spheres of the lives of the
masses of New Alrikan people.

The Movemen's major responsibility
toward imprisoned wnconscious cilizens
i%, at this time, 1o promote New Alrikan
consciousness, and 1o involve them in

ivity that will promoe the

further development of the Movement
and its struggle for national indepen-
dence.

MNew Afrikan Political Prisoners and
Prisoners Of War

Mew Afrikans held by the LS. as
Political Prisoners and those held as
Prisoners of War, are Conscious Citizens
of the nation, e, they are CoNsCious
fighters of a people stuggling against
colonialism and for national self-deter-
mination and imdependent SU0e power,
Mew Afrikan Polincal Prisoners and
Prisoner of War have swom a general
allegiance to the naton and s objec-
tives, amd sworm a particular allegiance
1o one of the formations of New Afrikan
Independence Movement.

The primary distinction presently
drawn by the Movement between Mew
Adrikan Political Prisoners and Prisoners
of War is that the latter are classified as
the armed forces of the nation, New
Adrikan Prisogers of War are armed anti-
colonial combatants; they are members
of structured military arms of political
organizations; they are commanded by
persons responsible for their subordi-

nates; they adhere to international
humanitarizan law, ie., they mest all cn-
teria of said law, and they should be
accorded Prizoner of War status and
ireatment by the LLS.

— Owusu Yaki Yakubuo

__Spear & Shicld Collective

MC12 Responds: In response (o the
specific criticisms of the MIM Theory
article, we musl say that MIM did not
misquote Spear & Shicld in the passage
cited. Earlier i the anticle we stated of
the Spear &  Shield cssays:
“Fundamentally, the argument against
classifying all prisoners (or even all
oppressed nation prisoners) as political
is to preserve e term for people with a
palitical practice, as opposed o the
masses of lumpen prisoners locked
down for non-political crimes” (MT11,
p- 35). Therefore, there should be no
doubt that Spear & Shield argues prac-
tice is principal in this case, as we said,

However, we argoed that Spear &
Shiekd went on o define the necessary
practice by its level of consciousness, so
that their logic ends up clevating the
conscious over the practcal more than
we think s comect in the CIrCUMAADCES,
In fact, as the article sent with e letter
from the Spear & Shield comrades
shows, they have defined two kevels of
citizenship in the New Afrkan nation,
conscious and unconscious, a distinction
that MIM does not agree with when fod-

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

mally defiming national membership,
The second specific argument, that
MIM fails to understand Spear &
Shield's long years of experience in this
area, 15 aleo whde of the mark. MIM's
OWn exlensive experience in prison

conclusions. We are certainly awane that
MANY, Cven most, prisoncrs degenerate
politically when they get out of prison,
In the MIM Notes prison section, Under
Lock & Key, we routinely run an
announcement that says, “Many com-
rades stop doing politcal work afier
their release,” and wrge them 1o keep in
contact with MIM. This fact, however,
this only serves to underscore MIM s
argument that prison conditions are dif-
ferent from other institations of colonial
appression, such as schools. This
strenglhens, rather than weakens, our
argument against pitling jailed revolu-
tionary leaders against more lumen
nationals in prisoan.

Spear & Shield also says “Our focus
on imprisoned revolutionarics is o give
the people concrete examples of what
We are fighting for, what kind of people
We need o be, and the requirements of
the struggle for land, independence &
socialism,” MIM docs nod object 1o spe-
cial work on behalfl of imprisoned revo-
lutionaries. As we said in the arlicle in
question, "Making a distinction between
political prisoners with a revolutionary
practice — like Mumia Abu Jamal and
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Geronimo Pratt — for the purposes of
defending revolutionary leadership is
progressive. MIM supports struggles 1o
free these individuals who are leaders of
ihe proletarial and who the proletariat
and the party must defend againsi state

k" But we also said, “The profetari-

al must defend its beaders withoul con-
ceding that the masses' imprisonment is
any less substantively ‘political” on the
part of the oppressor we seck 1o defeat”
{p. 34). In this latter statement is the dis-
agreement with the Spear & Shield
Callective,

MIM was incorrect 1o refer to the
prison population as “overwhelmingly
revolutionary™ in that semence. Rather,
we were correct on the previous page
when we said that every “cominon crim-
inal” s @ “polential revolutionary ™ That
means that the prison population of the
oppressed nations is hoth more potea-
tially revolutionary than the population
owptside, and more revolutionary i proc-
nice a5 well.

Unanswered in Spear & Shield’s
response is MIM's argument thal prison
itself leads many peopbe 0 become revo-
luionaries who were ool when they

==

What Is MIM? documents
MIM's history and origins,
including the Main
| Principles, Program,
| Constitution and a collec-
tion of defining essays. This
is 24 packed pages you need
to understand MIM.
Send §2
cash, check
or maney order to:
MIM Distributors
PO Box 3576
| Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576.

‘What is MIM?

wenl in, In part that is becanse, for many
young people especially, prison is the
first place they get a decent education on
important matiers (including MIM Moies
and other revolutionary publications).
And in part that results from the drama-
ically concentrated perpetration of

national oppression (Bat (ke place i questions ol the-day-or it-doesn’t: This is——

prison. These two elements together
make prison a much more revolutionary
sitation than life on the outside, even in
a colonially-oppressed nation.

Finally, with regard 1o the questions in
(he lewer, we will only answer them in
part. The questions aboul personal back-
ground amd experience ane questions for
an individual rather than an organiza-
fion, 50 we won't answer them in that
way. We also wouldn't answer such
questions on an individual basis, because
they are idealist anyway, However, il
should be clear from MIM Nowes and
MInM Theory, including MTE1, that they
are produced in concert with many iris-
omers, whose contributions are and have
heen central 1o the development of our
practice and ling. One of the articles i
question was wrillen by a Maoist prison-
er. Many prisoners work with MIM and

s

What iz the

Maoist

Intermationalist
— Movement?

ol

RAIL, 50 the question of whether “we”
work with or communicats with “prison-
ers" is misplaced.

For Maocists, line is decisive. What
MIM says is right or wrong becanse it
works or il doesn’t work, because it cor-
rectly treats the imponant conditions and

determined in the dialectic of theory and
practice. This line of reasoning by Spear
& Shield is sclf-defeating. Most people
who have experienced national-colonial
oppression at the hand of Amerika are
ol revolutionary nationalists. Does this
make the theory wrong? MIM receives
many criticisms from people who have
“been there™ and el us that we are
wrong because our argument doesn't (il
their ideas. Tom Wicker of the New
York Times went 1o Attica and talked to
revolutionary political prisoners; does
that make his analysis of thal movement
cormect? No.

With regard to question #1, has MIM
“REALLY™ stmlicd this question. The
answer is Yes, as is readily apparent
from reading the years-long record of
MM reading and writing on this issue,
the testimonials and arguments of hon-
dreds of political prisoners, and so on. It
woukl be incomect for MIM w @ke on
sich guestions lightly, and we have noi.

With regard to question 85, MIM does
not call all prisoners revolulionary. As
we said, they are as a group the most
revolutionary population in North
America with the possible exception of
First Mation peoples. We treat all prison-
ers a5 potential revolutionaries becanse
they have a high rate of responsg (o rev-
olutionary politics, and many develop
revolulionary political practices inside
and outside of prison.

MIM welcomes this struggle with the
Spear & Shield Colleciive and thanks
them for their response (o our articles,
We repeat that in this struggle we
believe we have more unity than differ-
ence with Spenr & Shicld, and we urge
readers inside and outside of prison (o
continue this streggle with both MIM
and Spear & Shield. MIM Theory will
gladly devote more space 1o this impor-
Lant guestion in future Ssues.
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A-APRP
Responds

MIM,

I is wrong to believe that one cultire
 possesses alone all the moral, spiriual,

T social, or intel-
lectual values
which exisi. To
believe thai truth
only exisis in
d onres own racial
::-r ruﬂuml miliew ix wropian, Human
discoveries, infelleciual powers and the
development of knowledge aren't
restricied o anyone in parbicular. They
are the result of a chain of wneversal dis-
coveries .., and developments. .

—Akmet Seku Ture

It i5 incorrect to say that the All-
African People’s Revolutionary Party
“upholds a psendo- socializt Weology™
(MIM Notes 118 July 15, 1996). What is
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism? I speaks
1 working people’s conditions as seen
by Marx, Lenin (euros) and Chairman
Mao {Asian).

Adrican people are survivors of colo-
nialism and chatiel slavery. Along with
class exploits people of color must deal
with white supremacy amd racism,
Mirumahist-Tureist Pan-Africanism in
short is the ideology necessary for
Afncan people o deal with the condi-
toens umigue o Alrcan people.

Alrica began civilization. Present in
that civilization was communalism,
which communism 15 based oo, We are
happy to see people embrisce these ideas
o [t the culiural contexis of every land
mass andd people world wide.

We are sciennific socialisis. We are
comrades in the worldwide struggle o
end exploitation of one person by anoth-
©F S0,

Ready for the Revolution,

— Party Militant, August, 199

MIM Responds: This letter denies
the umversal aspects of Maoism: the
necessity of revolutionary armed strug-
gle, the theory of Protracted People’s

War in semi-feadal and semi-colonial
countries, and the continuation of class
struggle under socialism. This only cor-
roborates MIM's assessment of the A-
APEP in MIM Motes 118, which crit-
cized the A-APRP for cheerleading for

all sorts of revisionist and non-revold-

tionary movements, such as the stale-
capitalist regimes in the ¢x-USSR and
Cuba and Yasser Arafat's PLOJ(L)

Revolutionary anti-imperialist move-
ments which do not fully understand the
necessily of armed struggle ran the risk
of capitolating to the enemy like the
PLO or FMLN i El Salvador, National
liberation movements which do not
understand the necessily of continuous
revolution and the development of
socialism run e risk of becoming neo-
colomies (this is a particolarly pressing
question in the case of Eriea).

Socialist movements which do not
understand that class struggle continues
umder socialism run the risk of capitalist
restoration, which can lead to state capi-
talism (as in the ¢x-USSE and China) or
neocolonial domination (as n the case of
Cuba during the 70s and 80s).02)

But the letter goes even funher than
just denying the cormecness of Maoizm;
it implies that becanse Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and Sialin were Eoropean and
Mao was Chinese, they have nothing 1o
say 1o Black revolutionarics, African
revolutionaries, Mohawk revolutionar-
ies, or Mexican revolutionaries. This is
an unscientific standpoint which judges
what is said by who is saying it. The
hydrogen atom has one electron, regard-
less of whether Margaret Thatcher or
Kwame Nkrumiah says 20, The science
of revolution demands tial we investi-
gate the coment of what 15 sald and test
it against reality before accepling or
rejecting it — we cannod afford the lux-
ry of making ad hominem arguments,
The letier's flippant dismissal of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism as the nar-
row view of a few individoals is a sign
of laziness and lack of investigation.

For one thing, Mao himself went 10
great lengths o explain that the undver-
sal aspects of theory have o be creative-
Iy applicd to concrete reality of every

society, e.g. it wouldn't do just o copy
the Bolsheviks tactics in the Chinese
countryside, MIM has written extensive-
Iy about this, and repriois an anti-Jdog-
matist quede from Mao on page two of
every MIM Motes and MIM Theory,
Furthermore: the proaf of the pudding.
is in the cating, Marxis(-Leninists and
Maoists led the two most successful
struggles for socialism the world has
seen 50 [or and at one point led more
than one-thind of all the people on the
planet wowards communism, The experi-
ence of the Chinese revolution alone
encompassed several nationalities and
many different concrele siluations, from
land reform and goerrilla warfare in the
countryside to strikes and rebellion in
the cities.

Revolutionaries in India, Azania,
Viewmam, Ertea, Turkey, Peru, and the
Philippines have studied and used Mao
Zedong’s theories to lead successiul
anti-imperialis stugghes. The combined
praciice and thought of these revalution-
aries from many sociclies assore that
Marxism-Leninism-Maoiam i3 indeed
not the property of one “racial” or cul-
tural milieu (that is, coliural atmaos-
phere).

MIM has more unity with the Ture
quote st the beginning of s letier than
with the letter writer. Ture recognizes
that scientific wruth ¢xists, and encour-
ages people to leam from other cultures
in order to master it. The letter wriler
tums Ture on his head and essentially
argues that African revolutionaries cin-
net beam from “earos™ or " Asins."”
Maodes:

1. “African Liberation Day 1995 pamphiet,
published by the A-AFRF.

2. Bee MIM Theory 4 for a review of how
Sowiet social imperialism came to domi-
nate Cuba and see MIM Theory 10 for an
[-LLHY duﬁcribing how the Soviel social
imperialists weed the Cuban military as 2
1o0] io strengthen their contraol of Angola.

MIM Theory wants to
publizh debate over
theory and practice. If you're
reading this, shouldn't you
either be working with MIM or

writing us with your criticisms?

8
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‘$tates, Not
‘Snakes’

Greetings.

As per yours of the 10th, you wrong

snal:cs by your reference to the central
capialist state as
“the United
'§ Snakes.” Legless
repriles are not
fouling our envi-

i romment (o the
detriment of all living things. Although
cold-biooded in more than the metaphor-
ical sense, snakes do nol napalm inmo-
cent villagers or engage in terrorist
activities against entire populations.
Snakes do pol monopolize the globe and
pile up surpluses created by the labor of
others while tose others languish from
want of the basics for life. Mo, you inap-
propriately discredit snakes by conflat-
ing their mythological symbolism and
nataral defenses with a very real and
vicious foe. Perhaps a betier term you
might consider would be the “U155." The
full-length acronymic refercnt “United
Dollars of Amerika™ need only be
implied, as the point should be obvios.

1 concede the descriptor “Amerikan™
s long as it is clear in s usage that the
term refers (o imperialist state power and
nod 10 the many Americans who live in
the two continents of the Western
Hemisphere, Amerikans  arritate
Americans from countries such as
Mexico, Canada and Brazil by their
usurpsation of a term that apples equally
o those wheo live in Nonh amnd South
America, Whibe [ am not fully in concor-
dance with that appellation (America) as
it is rooted in the name of an lalian
European merchant  adventurer
(Amerigo Vespucci), I will admit its
commen usage. Uur pUrpose misl con-
front the material,

Although vo one shoald be surprised
by the monopolistic endencies of 1%
capital, whether it applies w the real or
the erminological, we should perceive
that capitalists live in other places than
the UTSA. Although LIS capitalists domi-

nate, they are joined by capitlists from
Canada, England, Italy, France,
Germany, Japan, South Korea, Taiwan,
glc., in the exploitation of the inlemma-
tional working class. The anmed force of
capital is hemdquariered in the USA but

_it_has branch offices everywhers, with

local bosses (compradors) in charge.
Capitalism must be fought everywhere it
operanes.

1 agree that the Amerikan working
class is not currently a “revolutionary
vehicle” as you put i However, the US
working class must join with the work-
ers of e world for world revolution o
be specessiul. We ane curmenily wiiness-
ing the development of conditions that
can revolotionize the US working class.
1% capital is in the process of an
increasing immuseration of the Amerikan
waorker. It should be our purpose as
Marxists to clevale class CONSCIOUSHESS
wherever we arc.

We must iry o make all workers real-
ize why the rich are getting richer while
we are pelting less, We arce divided and
conguered, sliced up and devoured,
hased on ponsensical notions of nation-
alism. We must make known that this
process of exploitaion can only be ter-
minated by the eradication of the perver-
sions of racism and national borders,
This “progess™ that divides our humani-
ty, in all its definitions, is capitalism,
Capitalism's eradication, and the neces-
sanily concurment solidarity of the work-
ers of the world, and the mutual con-
cemns for our wonderful culiures, inclhsd-
ing those imprisoned in the gilded cages
or ghettos of the imperial center, this is
revolution, Together we will win; only.
In this struggle 1 remain

Yours in solidarity,

— & worker in the West

The RAIL Coordinator Responds:

.. | think you raise a good point aboat
the wse of “the United Snakes™ for both
its misrepresentation of the animal
snake, but 1 woold sy more imponantly
because of the memphorical and mythi-
cal reference. 1 would say that w fully
gel a materialist analysis correct and
well voiced to the masses one must be

consistent in everything, including ser-
minology. To refer 1o the “v.5."” as
smkes leads ones mind o the idea of a
“matural” innate corruption where the
next step is just believing in human
natore, [ agree thal the vse of USA is

_much more direct and materialist

approach to the naming of Amerikkka
and its loyal patrons the Amerikkkans,
The % has a larger meaning in selfish-
ness, cormuption, power and individoal-
ism — everything that Amerikkka stands
for. 1 hope MIM will reconsider its use
and 1 will pass on this leter 10 the vari-
pus RAIL branches o get their mpat.

One point of struggle | think we have
is in your analysis of the white working
class, what MIM and RAIL call
Amerikkkans and he labor ansiocracy.
You said you would oaly “concede the
descriptor “Amerikan” as long as i is
clear in its usage that the wrm refers ©
imperialist state power and not to the
Americans who live in the two conti-
nents of the Western Hemisphere,” The
indigenous people of European-pro-
claimed South America are, yes, part of
that continent, but more imporiantly ane
native 1o teir individual matons, Jost as
Mative American MNaions surrounded by
Amerikkka we don’t  consider
Amerikkkans, we don't consider other
indigenous nations any less than the
nation they belong 1o and defing them-
sclves by,

S0 what about the labor aristocracy?
They, as well as their imperialist govem-
ment counlerperts, are what make up the
term Amerikan here in North America.
The labor aristocracy has relied all along
on national destrection o reap s con-
cessions from the Third World and the
colonized nationals, Iis actions are no
Tess than those of 4 commaon Klan mem-
ber who uses oppression and militriza-
tion for its own selfish ends. (For more
info on the white labor moment read 1.
Sakat's Sewlers; The Mythology of the
Whire Proletarial and MIM Theory 10.)
You say that now is the time for the
development of a revolutionary working
¢lass, but what are your réasons? It
seems that now the white working class
is more complacent than ever, fighting

9
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only for thew own reactionary benelis
and backing such lines as appear in
Ealph Nader's campaign, Mr. imperalisg
consumerism himself. Raising a mini-
mum wage may find its way into the
hands of a minonty of the oppressed, bal

~the rest will siall be jobless, homeless, -

ignored and allogether colonized. Sure
there may be some advoces of limiting
malinationals abroad, bot enly 20 that
their lives will be secure (even if it is
rectionary, it still may be progressive in
removing oolonial power), Very few
members of the labor aristocracy look
beyond their own pockets, and have
become even more complacent with
their material wealth thal they have been
able to gain through the growing
exploitation of Amerikan rule. The only
strong enough and advanced enough
revolutionary foree toxlay comes from
the Third World proletariat and its allies,
The white working class has revealed
Just whose side i°s on, and i certinly i
notl the side of the oppressed and
exploited. A world revolulion can and
will be suceessiul, but is going 0 take
the physical force of the revolotionary
proletariat to force its way into 1§
boarders and take what belongs o them,
Maybe al that point the kabor aristocracy
will sicle with the oppressed, bun al this
point they have shown themselves o be
an reliable opponent.

In this current time we no loager live
in a simple capitalism. As Lenin pointed
oul capitalism will, upon need for a larg-
er market and cheaper Iabor, expand out
militarily and politically w all the workd
and impose the Amerikkkan system,
thus reaching imperialism. Yes, it
divides our humanity o class, gender
and nanonal contradictions. Buot it is
goang o take the exploited Third World
proletarial 1o unie against ils Common
oppressor, Amerikkka and imperialism,

If you are interesied in hearning more
of MIM™s line on this you should read
MIM Theory 1 and 10, Both are com-
pletely full of theory on the labor aris-
ey and what sor of force they have
prowven themselves w be, While yes [ do
agreg tiat we shoald, as revolutionaries,
unite all that can be united, we alsa

believe thot the white working class has
chiosen its alleginnee with the imperialist
bourgems dictatorship, Please do send a
response (o this whole issue as well as
amy vequests for MTs or just other com-
ments. We look forward to struggling

~with you and your organization Turther -

on this and any other issees.

Did Mao
Help Nixon?

What is MIM's view about Chadrman
Mm s meeting with President Richard
Nixon in the
early T0s?
{ MNixon could
quite possibly
be called one of
the most jingo-
istic, imperialistic presidents that the
Uinited Snakes has ever clected. His
policies in Laos, Vietnam, and
Cambodia were an affront to the world
community, and a shameful disregard
for human rights, Despite all of this,
Mao sl consented to meet with him
under peaceable werms and open diplo-
matic relations, And all of this was afler
the Cultural Revolution that purged
thousands within the panty ranks for col-
Iaboration with capitalistic and counter-
revolutionary elements in Ching, Did the
Chairman do a complete wm-around of
policy, or was there something more to
7T Mao surely must have known that a
great many Coldwarriors in Amerika
were anxious to take a hand line against
him and the Chinese Communists, Eight
years of Kennedy(lohnson “liberalism®
mipde reaclionaries even mose eager to
accept Nizon's fascist policies. The
Mixon sdministration hailed the meeting
a5 a political viclory because they essen-
tiglly were able 1o turn the USSR and
Communist China against each other as
diplamatic rivals, Troe, there was ten-
sion before, but Nixon's visit brought it
all 1o the surface. Today, China has
become a shell of Us former sell by serv-
ing a8 just another market for 1.5, cor-

porate interests, mnd the Chinese govern-
ment has clearly demonsirated that it
does not share Mao's love for the people
(the 1989 Ticnanmen Square massacre
demonstrated this),

S0 basically, we see China take the
—gourse of Coliura] Revolotion {(professed -
by MIM to be the high water mark in the
struggle againsl imperinlism), and then
Mao decided 1o meet with Emperor
Nixon after the infamous Cambodia
bombings, and while two million
Vietnamese were being slaughtered.
Adter this meeting (as well as Mao's
death), China went inlo a decline that
continges to this day. How does MIM
feel about this historical aspect of the

Macist philosophy?
—Midwestern Student
Internet reader

MC12 replies: First, there is no rea-
som to make a connection between Mao
meeting with Nixon and the subsequent
rise to power of the state capitalisis and
eventual fascists who have run China
since 1976 under Deng Xisoping. You
make no causal argument 10 support
your assertion that there is & connection
between the two events, and we see no
evidence that there is. Mao may have
been entirely correct to meet with Nixon
without influencing whether or pot fas-
cists would eventually come (0 power in
China. In this argument, you join many
others, most notably perhaps Trotskyists
such as the Spartacist Leagoe, who rog-
tinely assert with no evidence that Mao's
meeting with Mixon led w the degenera-
tion of the Communist Party (and, we
would add, the restoration of capiial-
ism), They call this “"Marxism-
Leninism-Henry Fissinger Thought"(1)
Wi do not believe this is the case,

Mao's meeting with Nixon was a mat-
ter of diplomacy and foreign policy. You
say: “Mao surely most have known tha
a great many Coldwarriors in Amerika
were anxious o take a hard Hne against
him and the Chinese Communists.” If
this is true, and the meeting with Nixon
reduced reactionary Amerikan antago-
mism toward China, is that a bad thing?
China was, guite correcily, not seeking a
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war with the Uniled $tates, =0 whatl
wioilitd be the good in provoking it?

On the other hand, youo say: “The
Nixon administration hailed the meeting
as a-political victory hecanse they essen-
tiglly were able to wm the USSR and
_ Communist Ching against each other o
diplomatic rivals. Troe, there was ten-
sion before, but Mivon's visit brooght it
all 1o the surface.”

Well, bere vou are skirting the point.
Was there “lension before” or not? OF
course there was. What is the effect of
Man's decision (o bring it “all to the sur-
face™? Does this mean that Nixon was
“shle 1o turn the USSR and Communist
China against each other™? OFf course
nol. Mao met with Nixon because he
viewed the social-imperialist Soviet
Union as the “main danger™ fced by the
Chinese revoluotion externally {2} Mao
decided this based on political econcmy
before meeting with Nixoa; il was nol an
accomplishment of Mixon's! In that
case, what is the effect of Mao bringing
it *all o the surface™? It communicates
1o the Soviel Union that China has less
1o fiear from the United States, and there-
fore warns off the social-imperialists.

If you belicve that (hina was turmed
against Soviet social-imperialism by e
brilliance of Kissinger's diplomatic
maneuverings, then we don't have much
1o talk about, because you have thrown
political economy out the window. Do
you agree that the ex-USSR was state
capitalist and social-imperialist? I wot,
we are having the wrong argument! If
s0, how could Nixon have engineercd a
split without genuine-socialist China
first realizing its differences with
phoney-socialist and social-imperialist
LISSRT

MIM hos previously wrinen: “China,
as a socialist state, hid an intemational -
ist duty (o wenken ils principal enemy.
The Soviet Union was China’s principal
enetmy at the me; it was actively threal-
ening socialist China's bosders "(3} In
1970, afier the 115, bombing of
Cambodia, Mao spoke of “Mixon's fas-
cist arocites™ and declared: “People of
the world, unite and defeat the U8,
aggressors and all their running

dogs!"(4) How is it possible thal be
would then meet with Mizon? Were they
bodh fools? Mo, Both sides were practic-
ing diplomacy.

An anicle published in People’s Daily
under Magist control in 1971 - afler the
announcement of Nixon's impending

visit the next year - publicly explained

the policy by referring back 1o a 1940
essay by Mao called “On Policy,” in
which Mao “clearly set forth the impor-
tant tactical principle in stroggling
against the enemy: “To make use of con-
uradictions, win over the many. oppose
the few and crush our enemies one by
one.” In particular, Mao made reference
to the need to “turn o good all such
fights, rifts and contradictions in the
enemy camp and wm them aganst our
present main enciy.” In 1971, (e ani-
cle explained, “ULS. imperialism and
soctal-imperialism are colluding and
contending with each other and they are
stepping wp the expansion of their
aggiessive forces in the vast intermedi-
ate zones rying 1o redivide the world ...
o satisly their own imperinlist interests,
they are in bitter contention."(5) Thus,
geconding to the Maoist lesson of “firm
principle and high fNexibility,” and given

the doal siwation of (a) the USSR as
_ China's “main danger” externally, and
{h) the conflict between the TSA and the
USSR, Mao's mecting with Nixon was
SEen A% An opporiunity (o wm the con-
Tkl between cnermies against (he main
encmy.
~ I MM -Theory 6, we suggested-two—
interpretations of this view of Mao's.
COmne might say that Mao was wrong,
hecause in fact the USSR collapsed
before the USA did, so he was wrong
about the “main danger.” On the other
hand, you might say that Mao's siralegy
helped underming the Soviel social-
imperializis, leaving the USA as the
hegemonic imperialism and calling for a
new strategy for the new balance of
forces, Meither of these interpretations
supports the idea that Mao's diplomacy
weeskened socialism in China or helped
the capitalist-roaders galn power in
1976, On the contrary, had the Maoists
decided to dircet equal hlows against
both the USSR and China, it is guite
possible that (his would hive strengih-
ened the USSR s hand against China,
with possibly devastating military rimi-
fications for the leading socialist state in
the workl(G)
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Bundles of 250 are $20 domestic. Send cash or check:

MIM Distributors
PO Box 29670
Los Angeles CA 90029-0670

MIM Distributors
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor M1 48106-357&
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Tou may also be confused about the
Culieral Revaloton, which lasted uniil
1976, =0 the meeting with Nixon was not
“after” the CR. Bot more 1o the point,
perhaps, MIM-does not hoy into the
shallo reasoning that says Mao shaking

Revoluton or socialism itself, In high-
stakes dipbomacy, it is OK to lie w your
coemics, A revolutionary movement and
soCiely st be strong enough @ under-
stamdd that realiiy - and it wis publicly
dehated] and explained, A more sympa-
thetic crinicism of Mao on the Nixon
cive woukd by that shaking Nixon's hand
undermned the revolutionary morale of
the {Timese people by exposing Mao as
a hypocrite panderning (o unpenalism -
that is & purist coiticism, but could be
well-meentioned. However, the Caltural
Eevolution wenl on o s greatest
achievemenis aroumd the tme of the
Mixon mecang asd m the few years tha
fodlowed until 1976, Where is the wenk-
ening Of the revolutionary movement?
The Miists were cventually defeated
Towr oiler reasons, bt we find no evi-
denoe e sagges thial this was e resull

of the Nixon meeting.

Unless you can demaonstrate why the
meeting with MNixon was harmful, your
argument is reduced to a parism or ide-
aligm that disregands the hard realities of
e time in favor of an easy criticism of

 Winon's hand undemined the Colioral - _the people’s. leaders. We await your

FESPORSE.

Nobes:

1. MIM Theory 8, 1995, p. 97

2. MIM Theory 6, 1994, p. 76.78.

3. MIM Theory &, 1995, p. 98

4. People's China, Franz Schurmann (ed ).
Vimage Books: NY., 1974, pp. 420-1.

5. Ibil, pp. 428.9.

6. WIM Theory 6, 1994, pp. 77-8.

What is
Revolutionary
Power?

Revolutionary Power is neither taken
nor given — it 15 buslt and manyfaciured
by the oppressed in opposition (o the
established reactionary state power,
When revolutionary power reaches such

Clarifications

MISSING AUTHOR

The letier “Open Beply to “Not the Best® of Anarchists™ which mn in MIM
Theory #1101, pp. & 10, was writien by a Texas prisoner.

“LABOR ARISTOCRACY™ AND “SEMI-PROLETARIAT™
In WATLR, o p, 16, MIM wrote: “the labor aristecracy is a minority of the white

i .,

it ix cinwmbered by the petit-bourgeoisic and semi-proletariat, more so

toilay than e Don’s day,” Whan MIM meant o say was that within the white
naticn, white-collar workers oumumber blue-collar (indostrial) workers, The ierm
“lahor aristocracy,” however, i nol inerchangeable with the terms “bloe-collar
workers” or “indusirial workers.” The labor anistocracy is the non-proletarian com-
ponent of the working class (e, the component which is not exploited; not paid
Jess thun the value of its labor), The working closs is thar class of exploited
non-exploited people who ane forced (o work for the capitalist class in order w live
bocanse they do not own their own means of production,

The Comintern of Lemn's tme relemred o olfice workers, white-collar workers,
ihe mididle- and lower-ranking civil servanis and the intelligentsia as “semi-probe-
taran” (see MIM Theory 10, p. 26.). This definition almost precisely matches
MIM s onderstanding of the components of the labor aristocracy, with one excep-
thon; e labor arstocracy includes all of these stirata plus those blue-collar workers
wha are notexploited. In general, then, MIM will pse the 1erms “labor aristocracy™

anil “semmi-proletarial” mierchangeshly,

-the people must appose this aggressive .

a stage that it becomes an scute theeat i
the established reactionnry stale powe
the reactionary state unleashes its repuos
sive forces in onder o violenty crush (lie
people’s Revolutionary Power [ron
growing and developing. This is when

ness with violence in order o protec
their Revolutionary Power and at (o
same time negate the reactionary powar
with Revolationary Power.

This is the transitional period we
called armed struggle, But before wo
enter the stage of armed struggle we
must ke the pecessary steps in order bo
el there. In order to get o the op Now
of a building we must go foor by Moo,
In order o build a brick wall we muost
starl with a single brick and build the
wall brick by brick, stage by stage, siep
by step. In order for a brick wall o be
firm, we also need mortar for withoul
mortar a brick wall will fall with the
lightest wind, 5o it is with Revolution
also, we build independent institutions
and raise the political consciousness of
the peaple. |

We muozt make Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism our mortar. We must be prudent
and have revolotionary patience., We
cannot only have five bricks and some
cheap mortar and think that our wall is
capable of withstanding and resisting
strong winds nor can we have several
armed adventuristic focoist units that
think they can defear a more powerful,
organized and disciplined state such as
the w.s. empire. We most not build in
order 1o be maryrs or Rambos that seek
the limelight of the media,

We must buikd o win and that means
having the necessary revolotionary
paticncs, discipline and obedience in
crder o build genuine, independent (ol
dependent upon the st} Revolutionary
Power for the real emancipation of the
oppressed in opposition (o the reac-
tionary state.

Marxism-Leninism-Maoism is the key
gm:i :ml for those who don't fear froe-

o

— A New York Prisoner
April 1996
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Taliban and
Thanksgiving

Dear MIM,

_ To being up a maner of corrent events
relevant to world struggle, as you know
122 1 the Taliban have

wE

won at least &
femperary Victo-
ry in  having
secured for the
R S past month con-
wrol of the capital city of Afghanisian,
Kabul. The Taliban were & lwge group
in the resistance against President
Majibullah's government and its Soviet
allies, and as one of their {rsl acts
taking Kabul, they have executed former
President Jajibullah, | am aware that
MIM and RATL regard the Sovict assis-
tance to President Majibullah's govern-
ment doring the 1980s as an act of
social-imperialism (though 1 disagree
wilh this assessment)... . Do you think
Alghans are betier off governed by (e
Taliban than governed by President
Majibullah?

[Cominning discussion of genocide
against natives in North America -ed.]

It is all very well o talk of land as
being & special means of production, bul
jts value is determined in the suné man-
ner as any other means of production-—
by the amount of homan labour used 10
make it what it is.. If you think pristine
lnch has a necessary valoe, then quantily
it for me and justify vour quanafication.
If you can, (Sakai clearly can’L) for
nowhere in his/her book does ohe guan-
tify how many person-hours of labour
obtained by carly atiempts 1o enslave
First Nations {a tiny quantity compared
to that put oot by free white peasants
over the history of Morth America), and
s/he can approsimate the dead labour
obtained by modern imperialist trade
with the Third World, but nowhere can
he quantify how many person-hours
whites received by slavghtering Firse
Mations people and daving the sunavors
from thear land, ..

Without quantification there can be no

rational or materiakist analysis, and until
and unless you are able 10 quantily the
person-hour enhancement of Norh
American labour by land stolen from
Firsl Mations peoples, it is useless o dis-
cuss this land when discussing whether
or nod there is a significant white prole-

* tarkad. If you can'i quantity the Joss, it s

also useless (o alk of reparations. ...

You say the wealth of settlers is hand-
ed down through generations. So what?
The wealth of any society, even Third
World ones, is handed down through
generations, Thal does not explain land
distribution, and the Homestead Act 15 2
particularly poor explanation. The smyall
plots of land wpon which labour aristo-
crats have single-family detached houses
are rarely connected in any direct
sequence 1o the Homestead Act There
may be a few cises of Amerikans living
o the same land their great-great-grand-
parents received as stolen property from
the government, but in most cases this is
not so... Farmers were driven off the
lamd by the vicioos cyele of technaologh-
cal improvements, overproduction, low-
ered wholesale food prices, and foreclo-
surcs, which peaked in the 18%0s, the
1930 and to a lesser extent in the 19805,
not in times of prosperity. If most of
these [armers and their descendants
eveniually became labour aristocracy. it
was in spile of their separation from the
land, nod because of any wealth they
gained by having their land foreclosed,

You ask me, “What is the difference
between the evils perpetrated by whites
and the evils perpetrated by Jews™ .
When | criticize Jews, I criticize a line, a
sel of ideolopies, and a s¢1 of practices,
not who one's ancestors were. It is no
different than when [ criticize Baptists,
Pentecostals, environmentalists, New
Age scum, pacifists, anarchists, and
other elements. ..

As regands your other questions, they
are based upon the false premise that
Amerikan imperialism and Zionist wmpe-
rialism are separate entities, when in
fact, the same guiter religion controls
both, Zionism would not have the sup-
port it has here if Jews didn’t contral the
meidia and our senators and congress-

people were not bought and paid for by
AIPAC (American-lsracl Pohinical
Action Committee). We cannol nelegale
Fionizm as just the probiem of the
Arabs, The New York-Jerusalem axis
must be broken ai both cuds. .
1. Judaism ts a religion, not a race,
e groupy, or nationaliiy. --
2. Criticism of Jews is nol racism,
national chapvinism o ant-Semitisn; o
is criticism of a religion, Ricology | 2w
lime.
w=Western reader
Uiclpher 24, 19946

MCS replies: The above wriier clam:
to uphold Stalin while being interested
in Mao,

The choice between the Taliban and
the ex-Soviet puppets is false. One was
for religious feudalism, The other was
for Soviet neo-cobonial feadalism

IF it were o question of hair-splitiog,
see our artiele on Tibet o MT. There we
say if Meere ane no real Maoists w Tibet,
then it would be beuer (o be undes fas
cist capitalist Deng Xtoping than stive
master Dali Lama, Deng Jaoping at
least represents a more advanced mode
of production.

In the case of Afghanistan there 15 del
initely & Maoist organizataod, o e i
0o need 1o be making false pEas manist
“esser evil” choices

With regand o land, in class sociely
land is associated with 1= own s[ecial
“returns.” Marx talks aboui (hae in
Capital and the Four alked about it in
the Fundamtensals of Politcal Foonemy,
the Cultural Revolulion economines (X1
The letler-writer is sioply wrong i how
we view land and to quani’y the e
tions would be easy: it's the emtineiy of
the Morth Americali contimens. We musi
give it back and then see f the Firsi
Mations sl want the other peoples bere,

In discussing foreclosures agains
white farmers, e auihor misses some
basic exchanges going on. Ceiinly e
foreclosures in the 1930 were 3 major
impetus for the New Deal for the Euro
Amerikan labor aristocracy. The imper
alists did not want i creme resoloioh:
ies out of the dispossessed famerns. They
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simply offered that class cream of super-
exploitation soup in other more indusir-
al areas in exchange for gewing off the
land. Such a deal is possible thanks in
Targe part (o the wealth in land stolen
from the matives. The same deal with the

- “imperialists is in-effect i more modcm

forms in the 1980s; whites aren’t sup-
posed Lo farm anymore; they are sup-
posed o take the jobs m paper and elec-
tron-shuffling. A majority of whites does
take that deal.

The real problem here is linked o the
Jewish question oo — the one of cliss
analysis versus lifestyle analysis: “The
small plods of land on which labour aris-
tocracy houses have single-tamily
detached houses are rarely connected in
any direct sequence o the Homestead
Act. There may be a few cases of
Amerikans living on the same land their
great-great grandparents received as
stolen property from the government,
bant in most cases this is nod s0.”

The above 15 an argument we expect
from the bourgeoisie, but we are
Marxists and we don't care abou the
individual lincages of propesty-owners,
We care about claszes and nations, Az a
class the white workers have inherited
stoden land. Whether one individuoal
tracdes his'her share for another’s share
of stolen land hardly matters. The class
as 4 whole still cams the stolen land. As
MIM Notes has explained in the pasi,
half of all wealth 12 real estate in the
united states, and the vast maponity of
that is owned by the middle amd bottom
¥, not the bourgeoisie.

The Soviet bosses made the same
argument apofogizing for their capital-
ism. They said that since sons and
danghters of factory directors mnning
prosluction for profit do oot inbent their
parents” jobs (also somewhat false but
well grant it for argument’s sake), there
is no capitalism in the Soviet Union.
Hello! Capitalism is not a system of
ingdividual inheritance, It is CLASS mle
ol those appropriating the labor of com-
modified labor-power.

Back to the Jews — we never said
Jews were not whites. As the writer
knows, our stress is that Jews today ane

whites, It was the wriler's focus on Jews
that evades Stalin and Mao on the candi-
dates for the principal contradiction,
Religion 15 not a candidate for principal
conlradiction. What the Western reader
should be saying about Jews and Israel

should be dovetadling with the offorts we -

make with regard o the principal contra-
diction.

Of course party members ane atheists.
We didn't see the writer raving about
Christians, Buddhisiz and Moslems. It1's
like s/he bought the New York Times
view of communists these days, that
they are anti-Semitic,

The view that “the same gutter reli-
gion controls both™ [ULS. and Zionist
imperialism] is a simple MNazi myth, Sure
it is easker o take action with such sim-
ple ideas, but what action, and where
will that sction lead? Fascism 15 unscien-
tific and hence incapable of bringing
progress through ruthless struggle. If one
remds the Mazi lin carefully one will find
it always glorifies the emotional and
trails off into the fog of Christianity. In
contrast, some people in our circles and
our [ricnds may do that oo, but they will
nod be led to doso by the party. No, the
party must be the vanguard of scientific
PrOETEss.

As for Judaism as religion or people,
Stalin and Molotov disagreed. Jews are
now a nation, Should they occupy
Palestine is a different question, We dis-
agred with that, but since Stadin after the
war, Jews have been a nation from our
perspective. That's not a major point and
in many cases it will be appropriate (o
point cart that Judniam is a religion not a
race, That's Western reader’s poing 1.

Pomt 2 15 devoid of histoncal context
and hence idealist “Criticism of Jews is
ool racism.,..” As we have said before,
ihe MNozi idess of race are false, but they
were racist ideas. Race 15 false, but
racism is real. The writer's letters 1o us
show that Nazi infloence in that the
Mazis have essentially succeeded in
deflecting criticism of the Euro-
Amerikan people into criticism of Jews,
The Nozis said the Jews were parsites
and unpariolic — “roolless™ — when in
et o majority of all whites in the major

imperialist copniries were parasites ben-
efiting [rom the rootless expansion of
their countries” multingtional corpora-
tions, The Nazis attacked the Jews at the
business place as shop-keepers and
financiers. They succeeded in punhlng

“the evils of impenalism onto just the -

Jews when in fact according to Lenin, a
majority of Germans — ol just Jews —
were already parasites back then. The
Mazis couldn't face up o the whole truth
that parasitism enveloped all of the
major imperialist countries and their
peoples, so they came up with a clever
concession (o the proletarian seniments
remaining in Germany and divented all
hatred of parasitism against the Jews.
Today when the vast majority of para-
sitism’s gravy for no work goes (o stock-
holders, bond-holders and home-owmerns
of the imperialists, peity-hourgeoisic and
labor aristocracy, the fascists are point-
ing to (ke puny parasitism of the people
on welfare, when if all that welfare were
abolished completely, the govemment
would stll have a deficit — going w
hand-pats to the military, agri-business
and energy companies in pasticular,

On occasion we also hear from some
would-be Arab compradors the same
reasoning — that Jews run o.s, imperial-
ism, as if AIPAC were the only loblying
group renting Congress, The real mis-
sion of these wannabe compradors is o
cot a special deal with Christian capital
1o be the favored ruling class puppets of
the Middle East. That's why we don't
heear from this reactionary section of the
Arab bourgeoisic ahout the other oppres-
sions carried out by v.s imperialism,
They are jost rying to col a special deal
for their oppressed people and they don't
want © overthrow s, imperialism as a
whole as o contingent of the oppressed
natacns in the world, That is just another
reason that all stroggles of the oppressed
must be led by vanguard parties thae
have the vantage-point of the entire
Third World proletariat, not just one of
its national seclions.

We link together the writer's middling
position on the labor arisiocracy, hisher
Protestant political economy of selt-
lerism and hizher focus on Judaism as
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all just one neo-Naxi view. If it were
factually wroe that Jews controlled both
s, imperialism angd lsracli imperialism,
then we would have to agree that at this
time criticism of Jews is B0l racism,
chagvinism or anti-Semitism, However,

control w.s. imperialism, Such politics
cover up for Christian capital. Hitler in
his grave saluies.

MIM makes
headlines in
Finland

Dear MIM,

I send you a copy of an amicle in the
Finnish paper AAMULEHTI (sccond
e largest in
bt ég%"‘%$ Finland) thai is
written  aboul
your Stalin Issee
of MIM Theory
il J [MIM Theory 6
td] I'hc title iz “Smlm still has bawd-
dies™ and comimues:

“Although Moscow builds churches,
you shouldn't think that losil Swlin bas
lost all his friends, Supporiers can be
found in odd places, outside Rossia, spe-
cial litle groups in surprise places.

“Ome of the troe fricnds 15 4 maoist
underground party in the U5 A. It
denies thal marxism-leninism-manism is
i amy kined of erisis, That spint shows in
the party’s theoretical journal MIM
Theory, in it's large Sialin number.
Yankee Comrades write in pseudonyms
that Stalin was correct in 70 percent.
Mao himsell was of that opinion, in his
time. After that number the joumal con-
centries upon counting Stalin's merils
and 10 correct his common dark image.
The Man was in high principles, all ux-
ury avoiding asceticism.

“Ii's also clear than Stalin was not
guilty of the murder of Kirov, the party
boss of Leningrad. It was in fact the sim-
e jeatousy murder. The Joomal is will-
ing to beligve that Molotov's memoirs

it is just very far from the tnith that Jews

are correct. Molotov said that in purge
trials the mujority of the accused were
real agents, so their destiny was well
deserved.

“Adso the violent collectivization is
understandable, Indostrialization has

_heen abways and everywhere a bratality.
The Westeuropean countries plundered
their colonies and made huge holocaosts.
In (he 115 A they shiploaded slaves.

“Without Smalin's “Great Terror® there
had been a Fifth column in the Soviet
Union and Hitler would have been the
winner: Evrope would be in Magzis’
hands now. Maybe the U5 A, would
have shared the same destiny.

“The Journal says last that morality is
not an ghsolute standard, The end justi-
fies the means.” (September 9, 19957
19967)

In my own opinion the Stlin issue is
great analysis. I have siodied it many
times. 1 think it's the best Stalin com-
ment | have ever read. 1 have sent you
money for my own copy of MIM Theory
and MIM Motes, | hope you get it

—Finnish reader
MNovember, 1996

Nakived from

Florida reads
Sakai

{The writer previonsly explained in
detail how e is a dinlectical marerial-
ist who places more emphasis on bialogy
than mast. -ed. |

Dear MIM,
We are NOT tenacious al all becanse
we ha.\rc mner.TUY and yes, sure, give
e us a PIECE and
we Stop SLrug-
‘| gling. OF
COURSE. Sakai
i5 wrong o crili-
cize this. Saka
criticizes NATU'RE in criticizing this.
Does Sakni kave a pet, say a dog? Feed a
dog and it will BE your pet. Do nod feed

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

a dog and it will be a wild dog feeding
itself-and-competing-witl-you for food.
Yet you have to WORK 1o feed the dog
that becomes your pel. One way o (he
other, Feed me and I'll stop locking for
food. Id have ne biclogical URGE o go
looking for food! Sakai gets ALL OVER
the CPUSA"s members for Talling out of
the party becapse they god their littde
picce of peace and joy. Sakai dogsn't
understand what the GENIUSES of
Communism clearly understood:
HUMAN MATURE., You can’t go
against it! You have w FLOW WITH i
In order 1 have revolution you have o
MAKE the conditions for it which, in
turn, URGE people to REVOLT OR
DIE.

We have to struggle WITH the Mow,
not against it, keep an eye out on where
they leave holes and then seep in like
water, Sakai points out something and
misses hisfher own point. The Mexican
workers on the border working for 51 an
hour making Americans rich: they ane
still getting paid MORE than if they
worked in Mexico, Sakal states, But
dogsn't befshe spe? That's the POINT of
it. People go for two picces of bread
instend of gne when they are hungry.
QK. they have the MEANS OF THE
POWER 1o stop it in its racks: but
they'd have 1o have MO BREAD AT
ALL for awhile 1o do this. These slave-
wage workers who are still making
BETTER money on imperial wages than
they'd make normally, they'd have o
STOPF WORKING and everyone else
would have o REFUSE TO WORK.
Grind the monstrum w0 a HALT, Hey -
we tried! There is no more USSR or
China to give them some food while
they STRIKE like that and the imperial-
ists pretty much ran the 2 powers broke.

They tum on us like angry dogs say-
ing “1 have to eat, | have (o feed my
family" and no - they DO NOT CARE if
this would end the CYCLE of slavery in
the fulure because they have survival
instincts that work contrary to revolu-
tipnary ideas of this type! They are hun-
gry NOW. The oppressors are offering
work NOW that is better than any other
work they can get [ have NOTHING w
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odler them except WORDS, Comrades!
WORDS, IDEAS. PROMISES! No
moae China or USSR o sustain them
while they prepare, So we have words (o
olfer them, not food. NOT GOOD.
—Makived

MIM replies: In the Third World, the
siriiegy of seizing the means of agricul-
ture production by force and then
defending them by force allows for a sil-
uation of not starving while making rev-
olution. Mao helieved that urban peoples
in China were not able 10 launch success-
ful insurrection until relatively late in the
process, after a process of protracied
rural warfare. The urhan poor in such cir-
comsiances could fight for reforms ar
small concessions Lo stay alive: MIM
does not oppose that in the situation
where people are iy exploited,

With regard 10 (ke many pleasures and
necessitics of life, MIM does not oppose
people having sex, emting, drinking or
even taking drugs intrinsically speaking.
It is impornant to say that o our bologi-
cally-minded maerialist friend Nakived,
At our recent Congress we voted (or
pusling the age of sexual consent down
1y 13 and making it an objective o keep
lorwering when we start making sieps
toward communism. We oppose drogs
mosly because of the law and the fact
that we get arrested enough as il is.
People who can controd their escapism
through drugs or other means are not
evil.

The difficulty ariscs when one's revo-
lutionary strategy becomes associated
with fulfilling these pleasures. Nakived
describes helping a womyn find a good
fuck after about 10 different inept men,
Makived also 1ells us of three wimmin
who changed their lives completely afier
finding new mates who could make love
with great skill. However, while a cer-
i fraction can become newly adjosied
and happy with the patriarchy, another
fraction or ponion of wimmin becomes
maladjusted. If we approach change on
the level of finding the good fuck, we
become psychotlerapists — props of the
sAaLus quo.

Instead, we want to look at sex and
power scientifically across-the-board. 1IF
people find the good fuck, fine. Tf they
don’t, fine. Both the sexoally satisfed
and the sexvally dissatisfied should
understand that we live in a patriarchal

_ Movember, 1996 system, It could be that everyone will

have good sex when we reach commu-
nism oF it coubd be that once we abolish
clags society, no one has sexual desire
anymore, What may be a biclogical urge
noow may nol be later once we have had
revolulionary social transformation.
Today we already see that one could
easily mistake anorexia nervosa as a per-
manently biologically hard-wired dis-
case, until one looks at ns social and
geographic distribution.

Mukived says we cannot have a revo-
lution through aliruism., That is true. It
will have to be imposed by those who
have the greatest self-interest in revolu-
tion, mostly people of the Third World.
There are some self-interests in the
imperialist countrics that we also want (o
remind peaple of concerning war and the
environment, The youth have the great-
est self-interest in socialism because of
war and the environment. If we base
ourselves in the social groups with the
greatest self-satsfaction whether eco-
nomic or biological, we oarselves will
become impediments 1o change like
mast of the organizations calling them-
sebves “Marxist”

Makived is correct; we should not
preach asceticiam for s own sake,
Anyone reading MIM misunderstands
MIM if s/he thinks MIM is advocating
some code of lifestyle as intrinsically
worthwhile, MIM is ooly criticizing the
self-interests of certain groups of people
that are props of the system. When it
comes (o prioritizing the progressive
self-interesis of the most-privileged peo-
ples in the world MIM answers firmly
opposing war first, saving the environ-
meent second.

Thus far in class-divided history our
specics hoas shown a willingness o 20 o
all-out war every time new weapons of
domination arise. If we cut back on our
escapist pleasures, our sex ete., it s only
because we see everything potentially

wasted through war and soon. That is a
matter of self-interest.

If the nukes are dropping around you,
you might as well shoot up beroin with
your last dying breath if that's what youo
want. If, bowever, you have a shot at

preventing catastrophe,- it would be in

your interest o pul aside many pleasures
in order 1o obtain the prospect of longer
lifee or at least the sense of belonging 1 a
culiure that is going to sorvive and be
worth contributing w. If MIM comes
acToss a5 altrdslic or ascelic sometimes,
that is true only in & limited way, One
must learn intermationalism only beciuse
10 SUTVIVE W 85 8 Specics most learn it
Those of us [rom the most privileged
backgrounds have at least thar much
concrete 1o gun from revolution, We e
definitely not asking peophe 10 make sac-
rifices for revolution in order to gain the
Afterlife or some other such religious

iVILPD raises
Theoretical
Struggle

Dear Comrades,

Your letter is raising an important
question: the size of the stratum of the
petly bourgeoisic, its social importance
and its influence,

In 1995 we have deall extensively
with these questions and edited a sdy
on “The Struggle over the Mode of
Thinking in the Working Class
Movemen,” The book, which is also an
issue of MLPD's theoretical organ REV-
OLUTIONAERER WEG (=Revo-
Iwionary Way), is now also available in
an English version. We recommend this
study for your inspection, and we woull
be very honored if you conld let us know
YOUT Opanicns on e book,

Among other things the book explaing
how already in the 19th century with the
growdh of capitalism and the organiza-
tiom of the workers” movement peity-
bourgeois elements developed even in
the working class. Today it is above all
the moderm mass media and bourgeois

16



MIM Theory * Number 12 = 1997

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

mass culiure, which function as chiel
means of spreading the petty-bourgeois
mode of thinking among the masses,
especially among the working class,

The stwdy identifies the dependent
intelligentsia as the main carrier of (he
petty-bourgeois mode-of - thinking in
state-monopoly capitalism. The pety-
bourgeois intermediate strata have
changed their
slroclure.
Already n 1993
the dependent
(] imelligentsia in

| Germany as a
< whole counted
for a percentage of 118 (4,272,000 of
the gainfully employed persons.

The changes in class structore have
led o the imerpenetration of working-
class life with (e life of the growing
intermediate stratum of the dependent
mtelligenizia, and have bBuorred the class
boundaries between the working class
and the peiry bourgeoisic,

The growing masses of the petly bour-
genisie possess no class standpoint of
their own in capitalism. So an ever
growing number of people are develop-
ing forms of consciousness representing
a mixture of the class interests of the
bourgeoisic amd the proletarat.

AL the very top, the dependent intell-
gemsia extends into the ranks of monop-
oly capital; at the bodtom, into the rank
of the working class. In modern lean
production, blue-collar workers work
together on a mose o less equal basis;
The wansition between the petty bour-
geoisie and the working class has
become more fwid.

Even under today’s changed condi-
tons of ¢lass society do these facls point
towards the imporiance for the revolo-
tipnary proletariat and its party of
preparing the alliance with the peity
bourgeoisie, This taks and its importance
for the revolution is expressed splendid-
Iy in the passage you gueted from:
“Theses on Tactica™ of the Ilind World
Congress  of  the  Commuonist
Intemational (July 1921). Nevertheless
we assume thal woday the stratum of the
dependent imelligentsia as part of the

petly-bourgenisie has taken the position
of the most important ally of the prole-
tariat and has displaced from this func-
tion the stratum of the peasantry, the sia
of which has-diminished more and-more,
not only in Germany but also in other

— state-monopoly capitalist countrics. -

With revolutionary
Stefan Engel, MLI'D

I i5 owr fault that we have not written
beack sooner, We had prepared a lengthy
review af the MLPD's literature in
English, bt it was completely destroyed
in a compiter mishap, We will pur for-
ward our review af a later date. In the
meantime, we have a few words fo say
aboul the material siluation in the
appressor Rations—ed.

MCS replies: We believe that since
Lenin's day, the semi-proletariat of the
imperialist countrigs mentioned in
“Theses on Tactics™ has had too much
political amd economic stability and has
grown in scope and proportion in the
imperialist countries. For this reason, it
iz not liable to the pull of the proletarial
as much as in 1921 especially in Eastern
and Central Europe.

Today it is the youth of the imperinlist
couniries s a stralum that is the princi-
pal ally of the prolewariat. While the
imperialists have won a few rounds of
the class war this century, and (he para-
sitie classes have grown to dwarl the
workers i productive sectors, the wnpe-
rizilists still rely on world war as the con-
centrated politics of their cul-throat sys-
tem and in fact they have accelerated
environmental degradation. It is the
youth that have the most o lose af their
lifespans in war and environmental
degradation and they have replaced the
semi-proletarial—which is po longer in
he economic crisis the 1921 theses men-
toned-—as the principal ally. At the
sume time, we do beligve we must hone
our message on (he enviromment, edoca-
tion and other subjects where we can be
effective in an appeal to the middie-
classes and we have asked intermational
input on that queéstion.

Here is what the so-called Communist
Party 11.5.A, has (o say aboat our thesis.

“Now some ulira-left groups in the
United States charge that the bulk of
115, white workers constitule such o
‘labor aristocracy,” a view that has
gained some currency in student and
professional circlas.™(1)

A the same time, Perlo alse guoted

Lenin: “The export of capital, one of the
most essential economic bases of impe-
rialism, still more completely isolates
the rentiers from production and sets the
seal of parasitism on the whole country
that lives by exploiting the labour of
several overseas countries and
colonies."(2)

We found it ironic that Perlo attacked
our lipe and the very idea of labor aris-
tocracy by putting it in quotes, and yei he
quoted from Lenin extensively on the
labor anstocracy. We prefer Lenin in the
original 10 Perlo’s watered down politics.

Here is Lenin again:

“The conduct of the leaders of the
German Social Democratic party.
the strongest and mest infloential
party belonging to the Second
International {1B89-1914), which
voled for the military appropria-
tions and which repeated the bow-
gaois chauvinist phrases of the
Prussian Junkers and the bour-
geoisie. is o direct betrayal of
socialism. Under no circumstances,
even assuming the absolule weak

ness of the parly and the necessily
of its submitting 1o the will of the
bourgeois majority of the nation,
can the conduct of the leaders of
the German Social Democratic
party be justified. This party bas in
fact adopled a national-liberal poli-
"3

AL the same time that Lenin called a
majority of Germany “bourgeois,”
Zinoviev was also speaking as represen-
tative of the Central Comminee during
Waorld War | on how a vast majority of
German cities were also bourgeois, and
hence willing material for the social-
democrats,

We are heartened by your stance on
the peny-bourgeoisic and its expanded
rode and infleence. We belicve the bour-
geoisified workers, the pely-bourgeoisic
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and bourgeoisie proper constitute the

majorily in the oppressor nations of

imperialism and that as Lenin also said,
cnting nations {2 handful and only consti-
luting @ minorily of the world-popula-

W) are parasites.

_Hotes:

1. Communist Pmr USA's Vistor Perlo,
Super Profits and Crises; Medern U5,
Capitalizm (NY: International Publishers,
19ER), pp. F5-6,

2. Lenin Collected Works, cited by Perlo,
Ibid., p. 353,

3. Excerpted in Intermational Commmumism in
the Era of Lenin: A Documentary History
by Helmu Gruber, MY: Faweett World
Library. 1967, p. 59

Republican
Sounds off at
MIM

I am a devoul conservalive
Repaublican as a msull ¥OUu may iaging
[ disagree with
you vehemently
an numeraus
points. Before |
| address  (hese
points ler me
poant oul it is pcsmhle o believe in a
narty L and stll maintain free thoaght.

MNow here are my Iwo primary poanis
of contention with your prescribed polit-
ical amd soCio-economic system known
as communism, COmMmunism was
designed 1o ensure lreedom via eguality
for all people regardless of wdentity or
characier. In order 1o provide for these
means all people must be considered
copueal, [ bedieve this simply is nod possi-
ble. Your page stales ue COmMmMunism
was lost in the former Soviet Union with
the loss of Stalin. Pror to this poinn wis
there wuly equality in that nation” First
Stalin was of a higher position in the
party and was abde (o munder millions of
people with a motion of his fnger. On
the other end, the probetanat (0 pray this
was spelled correctly!) was powerless 1o
oust this man despile his crimes against
humanity. As a resalt the populace of
Russta was forced i hive ander a Lyrani.

I fadl to see any bevel of equality in this
arrangement, Basically what winds up
occurring in @ Communist state is a few
become “more equal” than (e masses,
Theee result-is the few have-the power and
amhority 1o wuly abuse and exploit the

—masses, The masses arc lefl with no.

means to check the power of such a per-
son and no democratic means by which
o remove this person short of a violent
revolution and custing. Capitalism with
its natural baze in freedom of choice
politically prevents such an occurrence
from ever happening. As a resull we
have never mel with a tree (yrant as a
leader of our nation. Never a man with
the power to destroy millions of
Americans, or anyone shon of war.

My second contention with you 15 the
lack of competitive spirit leading to the
minimization of the productivity of the
sociely as a whole. Whether you believe
it to [be] a positive cluracteristic or not,
people will not work for free, Look at
yoursell individually, would you allow a
corporation o finm of any size (o exploit
your talents without compensation, of
course not, Lhis
would be slavery.

men receive raises and benelits equally.
However John works much barder than
Joe, the quality of the chair John pro-
dueces is vastly superior to that of Joe.
However John receives no additional
compensation for the extra cffort he is
—making. Cme day lobn is sitting on the
line, sweating terribly and quite tired. He
glances over at Jor and takes in the view
of laziness and apathy st its fnest. John
realizes be could make bis life as easy as
Joe's and still receive the same pay be is
waorking at a breakneck pace, He decides
o become as much of a sloach as Joe.
Mow instead of having one good product
and one hid product in a system such as
capitalism that seeks 1o reward achieve-
ment, you are faced with two bad prod-
ucts in a system that refluses (o recognize
achievement.

Well this has become quite long so |
will take no more of your time.
Furthermore | realize [ will never change
your mind and likewise you will never
change mine. However 1 wouold like w0
hear your thoughts on the above and

possibly have a correspondence, we both

However in a com-
munist system all
people are required
o receive the same
compensalion  as
their peers. Should
one member of the
socicly receive more
compensation than
ancher, the funda-
mental concepl of
absolute  equality
that i the basis for
Communism  has
been severely under-
mined. The resulis
are clear, John and
Joe are both building
chairs in a factory
adjacemt o Red
Square. The going
labor rate is 30
rubles per weck.
Both men receive
lhh paj' and hmh

T

Get MIM Theory 10

And get the latest theory and line on the
burning question of the imperialist countries
today. The Comintern’s differentiation
between "working class”™ and “proletariat” was
the first step. Then there was Sakai's
Settlers, and MIM's MIM Theory 1.

Mow there is
“Coming to Grips
with the Labor L o TP Ay
Aristoc M Who Cuming 5 grigs wiih tha
is It-he prr:rlc;rmﬁat‘? LABOR ARISTOCRACY
The answer lies *Ab lhe expense ol the plandered
calanid capital comupled ils
between here and Wllﬂﬂ-mhhmnﬁu
revolution. Send $6 | Mast betuees the sipeled s the
to get your copy ¢ ﬂﬁ-ﬂlmﬂwﬁm
O, colunial — and chilnad the
' ot
PD Box 3576 — Comiidmmn cllenesl, Much 1
Ann Arbor, MI T ——

4810B8-3576.
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could kearn much from one another.

MCI2 responds: Thanks for your lel-
ter. We respond for the benefit of read-
ers who are willing Lo consider knew
ideas and won't rule oul ever changing

_ their minds, Your {irst point is a very
typical criticism of "communism.™
Communism is worse than capitalism,
you say, because it has failed to reach
wtopian perfection. [ docsn’t bather you
that capitatism is responsible for world
wirs and wars of conguest that have
taken hundreds of millions of lives; that
it is responsible for environmental
destruction that is destroying the lives of
hundreds of millions more; that it grew
out of chattel slavery and today main-
tains @ majority of the world's popula-
tion - ncluding millicos of children - in
coerced comnditions labor conditions, amd
so on. Mo, what bothers you is that
“commmunism™ failed 1o achieve utopian
perfection over several generations in a
smull handfol of countres.

Your response also shows an applica-
tion of “common sense”™ (e, capitalist
ideology) instead of a careful reading
anid stdy. Incorrectly, you quode us as
saying that “wroe communizsm was lost™
in the USSR with the death of Stalin. No
communist has ever claimed that any
country has reached “troe commuonism.”
In fact, as long as there is the kind of
inequality you (again inaccurately)
speak of, a system cannot by definition
be communist. In the USSR before the
death of Stalin, just as in China before
the death of Mao, power remained con-
cemtrated (o some extent. In facL, i the
USSR at some times there was an
increase, not a decrease, in the comncen-
tration of power. Stalin had o lor of
power (though not as much as you indi-
cate), Inequality existed in all *socialist*
SOCTEIES.

Soove people mistakenly believe that
pnder socialism there is a gradoal,
inevitable decrease in incquality. [n fact,
however, as Maoists have discoversd,
the straggle o move from socialism o
COMMUMunISM - & =ystem witboul power of
groups over olher groups - is a long and
difficult process: it is a revolution made

up of a series of revolutions, This is the
lessom of the Cultural Revolution in
China {1966-1976).

In your second point you again argue
the TV-news position, which is that
under “communism,” which vsoally
means in the state-capitalist era of the
Soviel Union or its satellite countries,
there is a lack of “molivation”™ because
everyone is paid whether they try hard
or nob. This is a particularly briltian ide-
ological fabrication because it covers up
the truth with the exact opposite of the
ruth, The fact is that under capitalism
the people who work the hardest get
paid the least, and the people that work
the Jeast get paid the most. Sure, you can
find individual corporate lawyers who
appear (0 “get ahead” of other lawyers at
heir firms by working longer bours, but
do any of them work as hard as a
Filiping peasant farmer? Never, In fact,
e richest people in the world can make
more money than anyone ¢lse without
doing any work a1 all, and their children
will never have to It a finger as long as
this stinking sysiem remains in place.

Your confusion here is very COmmo,
You say, “Whether you believe it to [be]
a positive characleristic or not, people
will not work for free.” Yet, who is
being asked (o work for free? In the cap-
italist world (which now includes China
and the USSR), hundreds of millions of
people work for penndes a day - almest
for “free”! Forunagely, they will not do
that forever, because such exploitation
leads inevitably 1o social revolution, as
history has clearly shown, However, in a
communist gystem, no one will work for
nothing. Evervone will benefit from
Usedr work as their necds wwd desires are
met by the work they awd others da,

You say, “in a communist system all
people are required o receive the same
compensation as their peers.” As we
already said, there have been no commu-
nist societies, However, in China, for
example, which was socialist from 1949
to 1976, they established the principle of
pay according o work. In the commune
sysiem, not everyone was paid the same
amount; people were paid acconding o
how much they worked, and pay was

determined by a democratic proccss of
allocating work points. No-one ever
claimed this system worked perfectly,
but the principles were established and
millions of people dedicated their lives
to making il work. {(When we hear on
the news that someone has tomed an
immigrant domestic worker into a slave,
no one says that means capitalism
doesn’t work, but when we hear that in
China the work-points syslem was
sometimes abused, capitalist ideologues
all conclude that socialism is a failure!)

In conclusion, MIM spends a lot of
time talking about the materialist
method. That means we don't compare
reality to absiractions, social life 1o
ieals. We compare realities with reali-
ties, The reality of socialism and the
reality of capitalism. From there, rather
than from the idealist vantage point that
always finds fault in reality compared
with ideals, we can determine where
best to direct our effarts in the quest for
human liberation.

Get MIM Theory 6
The Stalin Issue
Reviewing the post-Gorbachev

biographies, and summing up the ||
good, the bad, and the
ugly-but-necessary.
Send $6, cash, stamps or
check to: “MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, MI
48106-3576
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Environment, Society
Revolution
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his section features MIM's advancement of revolutionary environmentalism. We begin with an
overview essay by MIM. That is followed by three essays submitted 1o MIM by a member of the
Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist League (RAIL), an organization led by MIM: “A Rail Comrade’s Proposal
for MIM Line,” “First Nations and the Environment,” and “Dialectical Environmentalism.” MIM has fun-
damental disagreements with this comrade, but we appreciate the attempt (o draw out MIM's line on envi-
ronmentalism. Each of these is followed by a MIM response. Subsequent articles and reviews develop the
major points raised here. This section also includes a collection of articles on imperialist population control
that was originally published in MIM Notes,

On Capitalism
And the Environment

changed since Marx's day. Today, it has developed w its
highest stage: imperialism.(1) Under imperialism, the cap-
italists carve and recarve the world. The unequal distri-
Tantion of resources takes on a distinetly national fa-
vor, with a division of the world into imperialist
countriez on the one hand and colonies and ned-
colonies on the other hand, Imperialism explois
both the natural and the human resonrces of ils
colonies and neocolonics. In their atlempls 10 recane
the world, the imperialists invest heavily in ever-
more-powerful weapons of mass destmction, The
production, esting, and use of these weapons is yet
another way in which capitalism wreaks havoc on the
NVITHImEent.
Capitalism does not just dominate in (he eoonomic,
military, and political spheres. It also propagates ils
own ideology and culture. Capitalism promotes
individualism, an eology thal values individozls
and small groups (romantic couples and nuclear
families in particular) over larger collectives of
people, let alone the majority of humanity. This
ideology, too, 15 harmiul o the environment.
“Since the *70s, the imperialists and their et-
inue of bourgeois scicntists, ideologues and pub-
licists have adopled environmentalism to
|accomplish vartous aims incloding] to make the
people in the industrial capitalisi coontrics think
of clean air and clean water and good health in a
self-indulgent way."(2)

by a comrade

March 1996

I. Roor PROBLEMS
root canse of environmental problems is
capitalism, the private ownership of the
means of production by a relative handful of
people. This essence of capitalism is one reason
why capitalism creates environmental problems:
while the majority of the world's people have a
material interest in modmaining a healthy planet, the
small capitalist mling class is not accountable to this
majority, excepl in the indirect seose that the ruling class
seeks (o co-opt the demands of the majonty in order o
maintain the capitalist system. A second reason wihy
capitalism creates environmental problems is that
although the world's resources are controlled by a rel-
ative hamdiul of people, planning is not centralized
umdler capitalism. [nstead, production is anarchic; it
is centered around making profits, pot around
meeting basic human needs in the short or long
runs. Much of what 5 produced by the capitalist
system s unnecessary and wastefol, and the sys-
tem s not fundaméntally capable of incormsorat-
ing long-term human survival as a need. Finally,
the capitalist system does not distribute resources
equitably. Under capitalism, many people do nof
have adequate resources for survival, Many cnvi-
ronmental problems siem from this oot problem.
Furthermore, capitalism is not static. It has
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Il. SURFACE MANIFESTATIONS OF THE ROOT PROBLEMS
The capitalist system of prodection for profil creates & mum-
ber of environmental problems which are often undersiood and
dhiscussed in isolation from their root causes, Key among these
is pedlution of air, water and Tand. Pollution, Hke all else under
capitalizm, 15 unequally distributed. On a world scale, waste

leaked intemal mema written by Lawrence Summers, the chicl
economist of the Workd Bank at the time and a spokesperson
for all imperialists, reveals the domping of imperialist-coantry
waste on neocolonized kand to be conscious imperialist strate-
gy. The mema, which also reveals the crass nature of the rea-
soning hehind production-for-profit, remwd:

“Just between you and me, shouldn't the Waordd Bank be
encouraging mone migration of the diry industries o the
LI [Less-Developed Countries] ? I can think of three rea-
sONSs
“{1) The measurement of the costs of health-impairing
pallution depends on the forpone earnings from increased
maghidity and mortality. From ihis point of view a given
amount of heallh-impairing pollution should be done in the
country with the lowest cost. which will be the country with
the lowest wages. [ think the economic logic behind dump-
ing a boad of toxic waste in the lowest-wage country is
impeccable and we shoukd [nce up o thal

(2} The costs of pollution am likely o be non-linear as
the initial increments of pollubon probably have very low
cost. ['ve alwaye thought that sndes-populated countries in
Africa are vasily under-polluted: their alr quality i proba-
bly vastly inefficiently low compared to Los Angeles or
Mexico City, Only the laentable fact that so much pollo-
ton is generated by non-trdable industries {ranspornt, elec-
trical generation) and that the unil costs of solid waste are

"ENYIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

against all of these proposals for more pollution in LD
{Intringic rights to certain goods, moral reasons, social con-
cerng, lack of adequate markets, ele.} could be turned
arcund asd used more or less effectively against every Bank
proposal for liberalisation. (3}

Mote that the first line of Summers’ memo scknowledges

would only be an escalation of current policy. Other reports
confirm this. One from India reads: “India has become a major
dumping ground for rich countries’ wastes. In 1993 alone,
India imported 74,000 kgs of plastic waste. US dumped 7.8
million kg of lead ash and 14,500 kg of lead-acid baterics, UK
shipped 2.5 million kg of lead waste. Canada sent 96,000 kg of
copper waste, 1.2m kg of ash, lm kg lead waste and 106m kg
ferrous waste, Germany dumped 2m kg metal waste, Every
year this dumping is increasing.”(4)
The siwation in the Philippines is similar:

“In & recent published peporn, Ibon Databank, Fhilippines, a
local research agency, says TNCs [trans-nationsl corpors-
tions] have always been the top contributors in the produc-
tiom of loxic amd hazardows wastes in the country. The
Philippines produces about 80- 1 30 million tons of haz-
ardous waste per year, tbe primary sources af which are
inilugtrial and manafscturing planis."[5)

Additionally, chemicals which are considered too harmful w
the ecology, human health, or both for use in the First Workd
are foisted upon the neocolonies. “Cut of the 145 banned pesti-
cides listed in the UN"s ‘Consolidaied list of products whose
consumption or sale have been banped, withdrawn, severely
restricted or pod approved by governments,” the production of

so high prevent world-wellase-enhancing trude in adr pollu-
Hon and Waste
“{3) The demand for a clean envi-

103 of them has gone up now!™(6)
The 1984 Union Carbide Corporation
gas leak in Bhopal, India is yel another

ronment for sesthetic amd beablh rea- example of the environmental effect of
sons is likely to have very high Wﬂl"[d Ba'"k imperialism on the people of the neo-
income-elasticily. The concern over colonies. This pesticide formulation
an agent that causes & one--i-mil- proposals for unit’s gas leak killed 16,000 people, and
lion change in the odds of prostate d i affected hundreds of thousands more(7)
cancer is obviously going to be more HI'I‘I]J “g Due to the nature of the system of pro-
much higher in & country where i ; :

: duction for profit, Union Carbide did not
B e e b var et of Boga st e o
mortaliy i 200 per thousand. Also, neocolonies Jo6a [l eooswnical, i, W el chy.
much of the concern over industrial ||:| and continued to repress the information
stmospheric discharge s about visi- wou on after the disaster. When doctors called the
bility-impairing particulstes. Thesse IY plant medical officer for advice the fol-
discharges may have very little bE an lowing morning, he informed them that

direct bealth impact. Clearly trade in
goods that embody sesthetic pollu-
tien concerns could be wellare-
enhancing. While production is
mabile the consmmption of prebly air
is a non-lredahle

“The problem with the arguments

escalation of
current policy

the leaked gases were similar (o tear gas
amd that all the exposed people needed o
do was wash their eyes out with water. In
fact, the gas was much more threaten-

ing.(%)
Within 11,5, borders, the indigenous
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peoples of the First Mations are subjected
tor the effects of radicactive contaming-

related to the fact that this top 20%

receives 83% of world income. (10} The combination of exces-
sive wealth and the capitalist culture of self-cemtered individo-
alism leads w0 overconsumption by the people of the imperial-
it countrics, This overconsumpiion brings destruction 1o nat-
ural habitats and their inhabitants, and thus © the world's bio-
diversity. Deforestation in particular has these effects and one
maore: it contributes 1o global warming. Ofien this question of
dwindling resources 15 presemed as a problem of “overpopula-
tion,” On behall of imperialism, the World Bank and the
United Nations have promoted this noton as a way o lurther
shift the burden for First World overconsumplion omo the
people of the neocolonies.(11)

Another phenomenon which 15 often nol recognized as pre-
ventable is “nateral™ disasters, such as floods, volcano erup-
tions, and eantbguakes, Sure, these are “natural.” bot why are
they disasters? The answer in many cases is that the majority
of the world does not have the resources to deal effectively
with natare’s surprises, Many communitics cannol be warmned
0 evacuate when necessary, becanse they do not have ielevi-
ston sets or radios. Onee such communitics are destroyed by
natural events, the neocolonies” poverty prevents the recon-
struction of the infrastrecture — if there was an infrastrocture (o
speak of in the frst place.

Some disasters were never actually “naural™ in their origins:
“Megros Oceidental in central Philippines was hit by a flash
food on Oct. 30 due to the overflowing of two major rivers in
the wake of typhoon Pepang which hit the Philippines in mid-
October. The Mood claimed six lives with 10 others missing,
Flood-waters also washed away 404 houses, rendering (hou-
sandds homeless. Government officials blame deforestation ami
the obstruction of river mouths by prawn farms for the food.
The Mational Federaton of Sugar Workers said that landlords

Excessive wealth

must be held responsible for the “anti-
environment amd-anti-ccology plunder

tion, The Lakots Mation is subjected 10 amd devastation of natural resources in the
radicactive waste dumped by uraniom a“d the ﬂﬂpitﬂ-““ provinee, {12}
mining corporations.(9) The Western
Shoshone Nation is subjected to’ the culture of IIl. FALSE SoLUTIONS
effects of LS. nuclear weapons testing al self-centered There are numerons mistaken ideas
—— e Herl T i v e il W~ —— ot b T BoTve G el et —
indn:l:aln:s are -;nc?mnlocamd in BII::D: indi id li lems.l'lh: mmuy mismfn is the
and Latino-popalated ghettos and barrios indgividualism solution pat forward by those who repre-
where the people are relatively disenfan- lead to sent the imperialist system which is
chised paolitically, and less prepared than responsible for many of the problems in
et ey D e, Qvcrconsumption. e Se eSO
. n ions an on
Another surface manifestation of the hr the PEDPIE ihe notion that Third World “overpopula-
underlying problems of the capitalist sys- tion,” not First World i,
tem is the overconsumption of resources ﬂf tl‘[E is responsible for resource depletion,
by the world®s privileged classes and = S Their preseription sounds innocent on the
nations. The 20% of the world's popula- imperialist surface, because they call it “sustainable
uoa from the ULS. and Europe consumes o development.” However, nol far behind
80% of the world"s resources. This is countries. the noble-sounding rhetoric lies the impe-

rizalist agenda :

*The WCED [World Commission on Environment and
Development, which was set up by the U.N. General
Assembly in the mid-1980s] report said: *If needs are 1o be
met on a sustainable basis, the earth’s natural resources
musst be conserved and enhanced.” This slstement is nol so
inmocent as it appears, for it conceals an overrsding concern
for popualstion growth in the poor countries that may cunail
the reckless use of global resources by the imperialist pow.
ers, It also keeps silent on the existing non-viable socio-
political strectures and the “pon-sustasinable’ resource use
by the world's capitalist powers, To be precise, the very
idea of sustainable development is put forward o ensure the
sources of raw-malerials and an expanding market for
MMNCs [multinationnl corporations] on @ continwous basis
thereby expanding the neocolomial global order as it is,"(13)

Like “sustminable development,” the “green revolution™ has
in practice becn an ideological smokescreen for Western domi-
nance over the neocolonkes. The “green revolution” succecded
in increasing food production in the Third World, Al the same
time, it did nothing to increase food consumplion in the Third
World, as the new food surplus was grown for export (o the
imperialist countries. Furthenmore, the *green revolution™ has
greatly reduced the diversity of crops planted. This is a likely
recipe for future famine. The “green revolution™ also
reavily on chemical fertilizers and pesticides.{14) The “green”
revolution is in fact highly woxic.

Another mistaken approach to solving the problems of envi-
ronmentalism is the backward-looking neo-Luddite approach
favored by Mohandas Gandhi, Murray Bookchin, the
Unabomber, and many other utopian types. Many neocolo-
nized people, however, do not wish o abandon the project of
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self-reliant development, as the Communist Party of the
Philippines declaes:

“Thee worst propaganda of the pro-imperialist envirommen-
talists idealize{s]enderdevelopment-as-the-heslthy proser-

vation of the notural environment and obscure[s] the

. uphealthy conditions and consequences of anderdevelop-

ment andl povertly as weil & the valnerability of the under.
developed and poor counlries o imperialist plunder and
pollution (15}

Opposing industrialism per se [lls into the neo-Lasddite cat-
egory, Those who take such o position have 10 explain how
non-industrialized economies will defeal inmperialists in wars -
as well as provide desperately needed improvements in health-
care and other living standands. If imperialists can march right
in and take over non-industrialized ulopian communities, these
communitics will bave failed in their hberation struggles. Aml
if there are no medical suppliez, 1wols, elecincity, or other
necessities for survival, then the “victory™ of liberation will be
just as bankrupt. Unlike imperialists, socialists will not over-
ride national sovereignty for purposes of industrial develop-
ment. But they will siruggle for the comect ling to prevail if
that issue arises. And comtrary o the essentialized notions of
some idealists, we believe most indigenous peoples will wel-
come industrial development that serves rather than umder-
mines the people’s needs and interests; in the Americag, al
least, such an oplion has never been presented,

Another incormeet approach o the environmental problems
is the liberal straegy of reformism, This
comes in many goises. There is the
straightforward approach of Ralph
Mader's Public Interest Research Group
(PIRG), which suggests that people
should lobby capitalist politicians for
environmental reforms. There s the mili-
tant reformist approach of Greenpeace
and the Sen Shepard Society, which sug-
gests (hat cavil disobedicnce will belp 1o
pressure capatalist politicians [or refonns,
Then there is the consciousness-raising
approach put forwand by ecofeminists,
New Age “deep coology™ types, and oth-
ers. This typical reformist approach sug-
gests thit individwals should spread envi-
ronmental {or feminist, or spiriteal,
depending on the version) ideas 10 other
individoals. This approach has the prob-

environmental degradmion, One manifestation of this is i
push o get everyone o recycle. Another manifesttion is o
corporate-sponsored Earth Day events which push the indivi
ualist reformist theme, The reformist approach also fails |
adidress the problem thal 1 is maenial interest, nol a lack
consciousness, which causes imperialists 1o earve up the plan
- amd-its resources. awrence-Summers; the World- Bank chi
coonomist quoted above, was aware of the “moral reasm
[and] social concerns™ against his proposals, but this didn
stop him from proposing tem,

I¥. REAL SOLUTIONS

The best way forward for the environment is socialist e
Iution. The capitalist system of production for profit clear!
needs (o be replaced by the socialist system of production fi
human needs. This will eliminate the motive for overprody;
tion, overconsumption, and socially-destructive productio
Genuing socialism cannot be brought about through refom
because the capitalists will not give up their power voluntaril:
they will defend their power by any and all means necessar
including military means, Genuine socialism is less detrimes
tal w the environment, since the absence of the profit moty
under socialism eliminates the need o prodoce many usele:
products, amd since centralized planning oliminates the nee
for overproduction, - MNote, however, that (0 measure the env
ronmental impact of capitalism versus socialism we have |
look at total pollution, not just local pollotion. Even if

The genuine
socialist states
that existed
prior to 1976
existed ina
world which for
the most part
had not been
influenced by the

Chinese city had more smog than a 1.5, city, for exampl;
Chincse socialism was still betier for 1
environment than Amerikan imperialisn
which (as secn above) causes pollutic
and degradation all over the world :
once, Likewise, evidence for the enviror
mental destroction of the Soviel socia
imperialist empire (1954-1991) wends
shiw that the worst pollution was in (b
satellite states of the empine rather than i
the cmpare’s core.

Al the same time, although sociali:
revolution is necessary, it is not suff)
clent. The genuine socialist states whic
existed prior (o 1976 existed in a worl
which for the most part had not bee
influenced by the modemn environmental
ist movement, which got off the groun
around 1970, So the historical sociali:
models myy not provide the penaltimar

lem of assuming that the attitudes of aver- mudern examples of socialist envirgnmentalism i
age individuals are the problem, not the practice. Since no country since 1976 ha
practices of multinational corporations  @NVIromnmMentalist  been genuinely socialist, we must look 5
aml imperialist siates. For this reason, in o socialist movement which does not yo
addition to the well-meaning liberals, movement. hold state power to get an idea of whe

multmational corporations like 10 spread

s iclen that “everyone is responsible™ for

- self-conscipusly environmentalist social
ism looks like in proctice.,
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The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) is a Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist party which leads a broad anti-imperialist
movement for Mational Democracy. This movement cocom-
passes many organizalions, some legal, and some under-

ground, Chicf-umong the underground organizations are the |

CPP. the Mational Democratic Front (NDF), and the New

environment that not anly anicolates 3 position, bul sums up a
practice which, among other successes, has been successful in
siopping the destruction of rainforests in the Philippines,
despite being implemented by forces which do even not hold
stale power:

“In aress and roads under their conteol, the revalutionary
forces have enforced the law of the people’s democratic
government. They require mining companies to adopt
antipollwtion measures and pay social compensation for
damage they have caused or else close down, They have
combated the landgrabbing operations of agrocorporstions
and real estate speculators and have scuttled several biydro-
electric and other power genertion projects which deprive
the peasants and indigenous peeple of lond without sulli-
cieM compensation and without provigion for sllernative
sources of livelthood:

“In recent Limes, the mast outstanding policy adopled by
the CPP is o impose & 25-year complete ban on logging for
cuport. Al the same time, this policy allows in cenain ancas
limited logging. provided the logs ane for domestic housing
el other end uses and local processing (inclsding furmitiure
making, plywood manafectaring, pulp and paper manufac-
Wrng). A campaign is now heing undertaken to confiscate
ansd prevent the use of logging equipment and facilities by
the fog exposting lwms. Al the same tme, the revolulnary
forces promote reforestation and the development of liveh-
hoad projects (o improve the social combitions of the people
and provide alternative soarces of livelibood for the logging
workers displaced by ihe Jog ban."{ [6)

The documentary video “Green Guerrillas: The Fight for the
Philippines” Rain Forest,” directed by Rod Prosser, covers the
work of the New People’s Army among the indigenous peopbe
of Mindanao and how the people’s guerrillas work hand in
hand with the indigenous people o protect their coviron-
ment.{17)

ConcLusion

In sum, capitalism is the root cause of the world's environ-
mental problems, Environmental “solutions™ which leave capi-
alism intact cannot be expected 1o resolve the problem of
environmental degradation. Soctalist revolution is needed
inroaghout the world 1o rid the world of the root causes of pol-
lution and overconsumption. However, even more than that s
needed, The people who make the socialist revolotions must
also struggle w0 ensure Uil revolutionary environmentalism is
incorporated inte the socialist struggle. The Communist Party
of the Philippines and its allied organizations serve s a model

in this regard.
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1. See V. L. Lenin, foperiatism: The Highest Stage of Capitalizm.

2. International Department, Central Committes, Communist Party of
the Philippines, “On te Teene of the Bnvironment in the World and
in the Philippies,” 31 March 1995, p. L.

.3 The Beonomist, § February 1992, p. 66. The Economist’s response

was similarly disturbing: “The language is crass, even for as inter-
nal memo. But look af it another way: Mr. Summers is asking ques-
tions that the World Bank woald rather ignore — and, on the eco-
nomics, his points are hard to answer. The Bank should make this
debate public™

4, Red Star- Platform for Communist Revelutionaries, March 1996, p.
5. Organ of the Communist Party of Tndia (Marxist-Leninist) Red
Flag. Available from Red Ster, Thaikkattussery PO, Thrissr 630
322 Kerala, India.

4, Liberation International, May-June 1994, p. 5. A publication of the
International Office of the Mational Democratic Front of the
Philippines. Available from ihe NDF International Office, Postbus
19195, 3501 D, Uwrecht, The Metherlands.

. Red Star, March 1996, p. 5.

7. “Anniversary Notes,” published by Bhopal Gas Peedit Sangharsh
Sabayog Samit (BGPSSS) and Bhopal Group for Information and
Action (BGIAY, p. 5.

8. b, p. 21

9, Ward Churchill and Jim Vander Wall, Agents of Repression: The
FBI's Secret Wars Against the Black Panther Parly and the
American Indian Movement, South End Press, Boston. 1994, p.
2. .

10, Red Star, March 1996, p. 5.

11, On the “overpopalation™ myth, see Franges Moore Lappe and

Collins, World Hunger: Twelve Myths, Grove Weidenfold,
Mew York, 1986; Red Star, October 1994, pp. 17-19; Red Star,
Movember 1994, pp. 7-%; Betsy Harimann, Reproductive Rights
and Wrongs, Harper & Row, New Yerk, 1987, Betsy Hantmann,
“Population Control as Foreign Folicy,” Covert Action Information
Bulletin, #39, Winter 1991-1992, pp. 26-30; New Imemationalist,
October 1987, pp. 89, 16-17; Vandana Shiva, “Population growth
wrongly blamed for ecology problems.” Third World Resurgeate
#16; Joseph Hansen, “Too Many Babies?: The Myth of the
Population Explosion™ (pamphier). Pathfinder Press, New Yark,
1987,

12. Liberation International, Nov-Dec 1995, p. 8.

13, P. 1. James, Neon-Governmental Voluntary Organisations: The
True Mission, Mass Line Publications, TEMC (P.0), Kollam
691005, Kerala, India, 1995, (118, 55)

14, Lappe ansd Collins, op. cit., pp. 47-66

15. International Department, Central Comunities, Communist Party
of the Philippines, op. eit., pp 1-2,

16, Thixk, p. 5.

17. The film is avsilsble from the NDF International Office, Postbus
19195, 3501 DI, Uecht, The Netherlands. Also svailable from
this sddress is the NDF pamphlet, "On the issue of the
Environment in the World and in the Philippines.” {11.5. $1.50).

24



MIM Theory = Number 12 = 1997

RC Polemic |

ENVIROMMENT SOCIETY REYOLUTION

A Proposal for MIM Line

This dacumem came oul of debates befween the RC and

MIM comrades. MIM agrees with zome of s our commenis
Jollow. Comments in [brackers] are inserted by MIM.

The following document is a [proposed) rough draft for
MIM's environmental line. The crux & anti-imperial-
ist revolutionary nationalism, socialism amd environ-
mentalism. The basic Marxist line is you have to resolve con-
radictions between groups of people in order o resolve con-
tradictions between people and nature.

I. SMAsH IMPERIALISM!

We affirm that imperialism — the struggle beiween
oppressed and oppressor nations — is the principal contracic-
tion in the world oday, There is no acceptable solution 1o the
global environmental crisis that doesn’t require smashing
imperialism first.

We oppose woxic colonialism i Monh America and abroad.
Oppressed nations seffer much more than privileged First
Workders from environmental destruction, The problem is not
“environmental racism” but toxic colonialism in tse comext of
world imperialism. [n all First World couniries we opposc
“pational parkism,” the psendo-environ-
mentalist strategy of saving wildlife
reserves for First World recreation and
survival at the expense of Third Weorld
resources which are clear-cut and mined
for imperialist consumption. We do real-
ize however that the youth of imperialist
countrics have a big slake in preserving
the environment and that the envirommnen-
tal movement — when it is intemational-
ist — is objectively on the swle of anti-
imperialism and socialism,

In Morth America, we recognize that
the entire continent 15 occupied termitory
and affirm the American Indian
Movement slogan “US Out of North
America” and the New Afrikan
Independence Movement slogan “Free
the Land.” As revoluionaries who are

‘The democratic
dictatorship
of the proletariat
must unleash
the sustainable
technologies
and survival
techniques that
will allow us

taries, We seek to lead environmental struggles on the basis of
ani-imperialist national sell-determination and socialism.

2. BuiLD A GLORIOUS SOCIALIST FUTURE!

Socialism is a necessary but not sufficient step to stop envi-
ronmental destruction. Past socialist experiments have been as
bad or worse as the capitalist countries ol protecting the envi-
ronment., Socialism is better than capitalism for several rea-
sons, In the “free” market:

+ Individuals can profit from industries that pollute of even
from trafficking in podlution itself.

+ Unemployment makes polluting industries the only job
Ofion i SOME CmmMunities.

+ Monopolies sit on patents like non-fossil fucl energy
sonroes and electric cars in order 0 maximize their profits.

+ Individuals own land and can pollute it for profit as their
right.

» Lack of central planning makes it impossible o coordinate
relatively large conservation techniqoes like forest windbreaks
and lerracing.

+ Population control always tkes the Torm of coercive white
supremacist or anti-prolelarian people control, and nol some-
thing done for the benefit of the entire
sOCiCly.

« Education is a drain on corporate
profits, and the benefits of lieracy and
widespread higher edocation — from
lower birth rates w higher quality of life
— go unrealized.

* The privileged class does nol have to
reap what it sows in terms of air pollu-
ton, water pollution, nuchear waste, elc.
The bourgesisie (and under imperialism,
First World workers) can get bottled
water, fresh air [rom air conditioning,
oxygen booths or by moving somewhere
clean, good medical care or simply the
benelits of nol having (o work in poiso-
noass indusiry,

+ Environmenial damage is an “exter-
nality™ not considered in cost/benell

fighting for the liberation of North "| analyses; socialism can “internalize the
America by the varions oppressed to hu" d externality.” o -
nations, we suppon covironmentalists — self-reliant, On the other hand, it is imperative that

even environmental reformists — that
seek o prevent the destruction of Fonests,
soil, air quality, ete. on the oceupied terri-

green socialism.

the democratic dictatorship of the prole-
tarial unleash tbe sustainable lechnologies
and survival techniques that will allow us
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o build self-reliant, green socialism, We must study sustain-

able agriculture, permaculre, Tdigemous practices amd alter-

native, appropriate technology in order o take care of the
needs of the nation without exceeding the carrying capacity of

the boregion. Part-of the Coltural Revoluton sequires that we

learn to live more simply and replace material goods with spir-
ips. scientific knowladge,

will eliminate scarcity not only by producing more, but also
comsuming less. (This is a First World issue, Third World peo-
ples will not consume Jess but redirect their production away
from exportable luxuries and toward internally consumable
THCEEEATIE. )

It's imponant to sum up the mistakes of past socialist soci-
etics. Without being opportunistic and criticizing on the basis
of knowledge that Soviet and Maoist leaders didn’t bave, we
can point i certain “grand plans” and consumeristic visions —
like an electric can opener in every house —that come [rom
capitalist myopia not eommunist vision, We can also Crilicize
our forehears for spending too much time playing catch-up and
“let"s beal the imperindists.” 10 one thing 1o increase produc-
tion for the defense effort of 1o give support 1o revolulionary
struggles around the world, i°x another thing to ry and beat
oal the 115, or Britain in erms of GNP, That's lening the
imperialists dictale our goals,

3. RESOLYING CONTRADICTIONS

Centralism-decentralism; As communists we want decentral-
ism. We want local control and societies functioning at a
humanly surveyable scale, ie. where everybody can under-
stand and meaningfully take pant in the community democrati-
cally. We want this both because it's less alienating and fulfills
human necds, and because it's ecological and helps resolve the
humanity-nature contradiction. Smeshing imperialism and rec-
ognizing the seli-determination of nations — no matter what
their size — is a hoge step forward already. Howover, some
anarchists — green of Dol — want more than that, faster. As
so0n as we smash imperialism they want us to go directly 1o
decentralized local control, This is foelhardy and counterpro-
duciive. T you genuinely want decentralism, you have o fight
fior centralism (tvough smashing imperialism is alredy less
centralism than before), You have 1o fight for centralism in
order 1o put down counterrevolution and’ external imperialis
aggression. You have to fight for centralism in order (o clean
up massive environmental damage caused by imperialism. You
have o fight for centralism in order o educate every commu-
nity about environmentalism and communism. This doesn’t
mean international centralizm like the World Bank or the
Trotskyites want, it doesn’t even mean continental centralism
like the U5, “isolationiss™ and RCP want; it means national
centralism in order o protect sell-determination rights and pro-
teet the environment. Centralism is important for genvine
decentralism.

Industrialization-deindusirialization: As cOmMmuUnisis we
want 1o end large-scale “smokestack” industry, We want small,

Tocally-controlled, ecological modes of production. We want
~deindustrialization, We wint-deindystrinlizalion because i's
less alienating and more ecological. However, unlike some
anarchists who want to deindustrialize before the revelution is
on_strong fosding, we communists want deindustrialization (o
tast, Therefore we industrialize as much as is necessary (o fight

etc), We | off the imperialists and coumerrevolutionaries, OF course, we

industrialize in as sustinable a manncr as possible, and our
industrialization is certainly better than the imperialists”. We
follow (e policy of “chopping down some Wrees (o save the
whole forest.” That is the big differcnce. The imperialists don't
wanl to save (he forests, they are happy with a few trees in
their backyards, The anarchists want o save the forests bul nol
enough to sacrifice some trees in order W actually save more.
We communists wani 10 save the whole forest but realize we
have o cut down some trees 1o do so. We communists will
savee [he most forest and liberate all of humanity too!

4. AnMaL LiBERATION: PAIN 15 NoT PROAT

The capitalists make money from oeloring animals. It is not
surprising that they tortore animals becanse they torture people
(o0, Communists oppose both the torure of people and the tor-
ture of animals, Pactory farms are a form of e, They ane
also bad for human health, We will abolish [actory fanms.
Even if factory farms didn’t harm people’s heallh we would
aholish them. Communisis oppose pain for profit — even if
the profil goos o many classes of people. Medical testing on
animals is often torere, Tt is also often perpetrated for make-
up andd shampoo and other products that we already know how
1o make. It is only becayse capitalists continue 0 produce new
prosducts, no different from the old ones, (0 make money that
moee lesting occurs. Immediztely following liberation, we will
han animal testing that is torture. During socialism, we will
work hard o find altematives to animal experimentation.

Some animal liberationists say “Meat is murder” and wani
everybody to be vegetarians. [t is fine for people to be vegetar-
fans themselves, but it is wrong (@ impose vegelanianism on
ihe whale workd, Many traditional socicties could not survive
in their bioregion without eating meal. For instance, in places
where it is 100 cold o grow many crops, indigenous people
have to eat meal — even cute liule seals! 1t is fine (o try axl
convinee them nol 1o eat meat, but it woubd be imperialistic
impose any rule like that on them. It is especially backwanl
because their societics have been living in ecolibrium for thou-
sands of years while the animal liberationists are a relatively
new phenomenon (though vegetarianism also dates back thoy-
sands of years), People who really want 1o reduce the net o
ture and eating of animals should join MIM. Smashing imperi-
alism and building seclalism is the only way 1o drastically
reduce animal torture, The animal lberation fight will contime
on into socialism, and s activists should straggle o be heanl
bart not make meat-eating a dividing line question now, MIM
Theory will continue to be a platform for anti-imperialist ol
communist animal liberationizts.
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MCI2 Respomps:

MIM welcomes this proposal and
acoepls some of its principles. We have a

Mo socialist

neads, The era of such “smokestack™
industries may be relatively short in some
areas, if we can get beyond them. But we
will not start out with an agenda that

number of disagreements here, some denies basic needs to humans.

lnarge and some small. These are our dis- countr}r

ageements. __ emep  PopuAmION

The RAIL commde writes “Population

SOCIALISM AND CAPITALISM: FALSE poliuted control always tkes the form of coercive

COMPARISONS white supremacist or anti-proletarian
The writer says; “Past socialist experi- the whole people control, and not something done

menis have been as bad or worse as the fior the benefit of the entire society.” Bul

capitalist countries at protecting the envi- world for MIM does not believe that population

ronment.” MIM opposes this reductionist . control is itsell an important goal. The

logic and unproved charge. How is this its own very idea that population is a problem :iz

comparison arived at? No socialist soci- 2 construction of genocidal imperialists

ety has achieved the level of per capita cunsumptmn. their intellectual apologists, Societies

energy consumption of the imperialist

countries, for example, even if their

power plants polluted more per ton of

coal burned, Further, imperialist countries pollute the whole
world o satisfy the consumption of First World peoples, and
no socialist country has done that, First World countrics have
in fact very significantly reduced their output of some airborme
pollutants such as lead, and the ¢xpont of heavy industry o
Third Werld locations means there will be more of this, Is this
further evidence that capitalism is no worse than socialism in
terms of the environment? Finally, by collectivizing produwc-
tion, socialism ook the first sieps necessary o SI0p environ-
mental destruction by making it possible to “inlemalize the
exiemality.” That socialist countries — of which there are cur-
rently none = did not complets this course does not underming
this central fact.

The RAIL comrade also says we should “criticize our
[socialist] forebears for spending too much ume playing catch-
up and “let’s beat the imperialisis.” It's one thing (o increase
prociuction for the defense effort or 10 give support t revolu-
tionary struggles around the workd, it"s another thing to try and
beat oun the U.S. or Britain in terms of GNP. That's letting the
imperialisis dictate our goats.” In this, the RAIL comrade
makes a {alse distinction, The fact that the Soviel economy
grew much faster than the imperialist economies prior o World
War Il “in terms of GNF” cannot be distinguished from the
“defense effon™ or the “support [for] revolutionary struggles
around the world.” Historically, these projects are inseparable.

Further, when the comrade says communists “industrialize
as much as 15 necessary (o fight off the imperialisis and coun-
temevolationaries,” she omits the need for industrializatson 1o
meet current human needs. There is no reason why, for exam-
ple, burming fossil fuels to being elecric power 10 rural areas
1o improve quality of life is bad even if we prefer wind- or
water-power, cold fusion, or whatever, 5o industrialization is
not just a necessary “evil™ because of the threat of war. It is
also necessary is many areas oo meet and advance human

where needs are mel do not have popula-

ton problems, and they also have much

less population growth in the long run.
Population size may be an important issue at some Gmes in
some places, but it is not now. We do not criticize imperialisis
for the form of their population control, but for the facr of their
population control.

DeEMoCRACY

The writer says that under communism societies will be
small enough 2o that “everybody can undersiand and meaning-
fully ke part in the community democratically.” We take this
opportunity (o reiterate oor comment on demaocracy from MIM
Theory 6 (p. 88). Although democracy is a crucial part of
socialism, when there are still classes and class struggle,
“Complete freedom, complete equality, the end of oppression
and coercion — all that will be strived for under communism,
when democracy isell will no longer be necessary 1o mediate
the relationships between classes, because class themselves,
alpng with nattonal and gender inequality, will no longer exist,
In a literal sense that will mean the realization of “true democ-
racy” = rube by the people — but it will not make sense (o call it
demoeracy because it will mean so moch more than that histos-
ically-specific lerm was every meant (o imply.”

IMDIGENOUS ESSENTIALIZING _

Finally, the writer speaks of “societies [that] have been liv-
ing in ecolibrium for thousands of years.™ If, to use a dictio-
nary definition, eguilifriws is “a siae of rest or balance due (o
the equal action of oppasing forces,” then ecolibrium presum-
ably means a state of rest or balance between humanity and
ecology. We have two problems with that,

First, this fits into the historical tendency (o cssentialize
“indigenous” peoples by describing them as effectively
unchanging, so perfect were their social arangements. In fact,
however, although certain of their practices have lasted much
Tonger than those of the colonial or imperialist societics, there
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is o reason 1o think things were really staying the same or
were going W sty the same without the ootside ntervention of
the sefler societies,

Second, everything changes, period. A relative state of bal-
ance may last for varying amounts of time in different
respects, For example, the predatonprey relationship belween
people and the fish they et may sustainable for a long time, |
but nothing will make that kast forever. As the predator/prey
relationship develops over time it ingvitably changes, and this
change is not the result of industrial societies alone; sach
changes clearly predate industrialism.

Consider two examples, First:

“Perhaps the most dramatic illustration of technological
changes lesding 1o unsustainability are reflected in the eazly
Americans [in the continental sense of “America” -ed.].
Arriving in America about 12,000 yeass ago, the lechnolog-
cal advances associated with fire, stone 1ools and probably
changing social organization rised the efficiency of harvesi-
ing the large herbivorous mammals that for thousands of
years had made the grasslands of the Americas look much
like Adrica. Whale it is still & debatable interpretation, most
anthropelogists now agree that the hunting activilies of the
early Americans drove the largs mamumals o extinction" (1)

This tells us that although industrialism and imperialism
have increased the capacity and drive for human-perpetrated
ecological destruction, even non-smaokestack forms of techno-
logical and social development change the conditions belween
human and non-human life in potentially lethal ways.

Second: not even animals live in “ecolibriom.” When the
Isthmus arose between Morth and South American, invading
mammals from the north decimated many species of mammals
living in the sowth, These southem mammals had been living
in relative isolation when their continent was an island, witich
miay have made them more valnerable. (2}

Our point with thess examples is ao that “animals™ are as
bad as people. or that First Nations are as destructive as Euwro-
Amerikans. Rather, the point iz 10 dispel the myth of an
unchanging “natural” order conjured up by the term “ecolibei-
um,” and call out the essentializing idealist approaches 1o
“indigenous” peoples. Change is inevitable, and going back is
impossible, The question is what lies ahead, and what revelu-
tomares must do (o shape fulare socielics,

Maotes:

1. John Vandermeer, Reconstructing Biolngy: Generics and Ecology
in the New World Cvder, New York: Wiley, 1996, p. 312, MIM
recommends this progressive lextbook 35 a poosd basic source on
environmental matters,

2. Stephen Jay Gould, The Panda’s Thumb, New York: Nortons, 1980
Ch. 28.

RC Polemic Il

First Nations
and the
Environment

This exsay was written by a member of RAIL for publication
in MIM Theory and debate among the Party and its circles.
MIM agrees with much but not all of its content, (ur com-
ments follow. -ed,

by a RAIL Comrade

“Even the most progressive elements of the North American
immigrant population share a perceived commonality of
imterest with the more reactionary segments. This takes the
form of a mutoal insistence wpon an imagined “right” to
possess native property, merely because they are here, and
because they desire it. The Great Fear s, within any setiler
state, that i indigenous land rights are ever openly
acknowledged, and native people therefore begin to recover
gomse. significant portion of their land, the immigrants will
cormespondingly be dispossessed of what they've come o
consider “theirs,” most notably, individually held homes,
srmall farens and ‘ranches, and the like."{1)

“Let me say that the pervasive and near-total silence of the
[mettler] Left in this connection has been quite illuminating.
Mon-lndian activists, with only & handful of exceptions, per-
sistenily plead that they can't really take & coberent position
o the matter of Indian land rights becanse, “unfortanstely,”
they'se ‘not really conversant with the issues” (as if these
were incredibly complex). Meanwhile, they do virtually
polhing. peneration after generation, 1o inform themselves
on the topic of who actually owns the ground they're stand-
ing on."(2)

“Let's hypothesize for a moment that all of the various non-
Indian movemenis concentraling on each of these issuee
were suddenty successful in accomplishing their objectives.
Let's imagine that the United States as a whole were some-
how transfonmed inte an entity defined by the parity of its
race, class and gender relations, its embrace of unrestricted
senual prefesence, s rejection of militarism in all forms,
and its abiding concern with environmental protection. (1
know, | know, this is a sheer impoasibility bat that's my

point.} When sll is said and done, the sockely resulting from
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this scenario ks sll, first and foremost, a colonialist society,
an bnperialist society in the most fundsmental possible
sense. Thie is true becanse the scenario does nothing at all
to adidress the foct that whatever is happening happens on
someone clse’s land, not only without their congent, bat
through-an adamant-disregard for their rights 1o the
land."™(3)

ism and “great nation chauvinism™ that typifies Soviel and

- Chinese-social-imperialism-(*socialist-in-words-bot imperialo

in action™).

Russell Means, in the speech which had elicited muoch of the
RCP's imperialist ripe, gave a good mensuring stick for Eoro-
Amerikan revolutionary movements:

1. RevoLuionary Communist Party, USA (RCP)

LIgUIDATES FikrsT MATIONS
The RCP said:

“In un-doing this long-standing atrocity the proletarist will,
through consultation with the masses of the Indian peoples,
esteblish large ancas of land where they can live and work
anl will provide special assistance o tbe Indian peoples in
developing these areas. Here autonomy will be the policy of
the prolelarian state ~ the various Indian peoples will have
the right to self-govermment within the larger socialian state,
under certain overall guading principles. The overall guiding
principles referred o are thal practices and customs must
tend o promsole equality, pot meqoality, unity met division,
between different peoples, and eliminate. not foster,
explailalion, The Indian peoples themselves wall be molbi-
lized and relied on to struggle hroagh and enforce these
principles. This will mean that policies related w local
alfzirs as well as customs, culture and language will be
under autonomous control, while st the same time the
Indizn peoples will be encouraged to take a full part in the
overall affairs of society as o whole."(4)

The RCP's position is as chauvinist as it is absurd. While
dramatically illustrting the importance of MIM's position that
the white working class is not explobted and non-proletarin, &
well as revealing the RCP's Trotskyite liquidation of national-
ism and their overt white racism, the quote shockingly makes
clear why oppressed nationals - particelarly in the First
Mations - are put off by setter “Marxism™ and “Maoism,™
The RCP wants the Amerikan “proletariat,” “through consulta-
tion with te masses of the Indian peoples.” 1o determine whit
Lanal belongs to the First Nations, give them development aid,
and determine all questions (beside certain RCP-approved
“cultaral” guestions) for the First Nations, Clearly the RCP las
based its line on sell-determination and national liberation on
South African bantustans amd Israel's plan for Palestinian
“sutonomy.” The BCP has learned about “special assistance™
from the World Bank and Bareaus of Indian Affairs, decided
that white settless should make sure that the First Nations
masses are “mobilized”, and - moch like the Christian mis-
sionaries betore them ~ taken it upon themselves to detenming
what cultural practices are good for the *poor backwards hea-
thens.” Imagine, the parasitic, impenialist white worker-clite
leading the First Nations to bulld socialism! They pass off all
this whitc-sopremacist, neocolonial shit as “Marxist science™
when in fact it is the same reductionism, economic determin-

"¥ou can'l judge the real nature of & European revolotion-
ary dociring on the basis of the changes it proposes to make
within the Boropean power siructure and sociely. Yoo can
only judge it by the effects it will bave on non-European
peaples. This is becanse every revolution in European hisio-
ry bas served o reinforce Burope's endencies and abalities
o export destruction to other peoples, olbver cultures and the
envisonment itself. I defy anyone Lo point out an example
where this ken"t true."(5)

While MIM would largely agree with Means, we would
point to the USSR under Lenin and Stalin, and Ching under
Mao (which is Enropean in Means's sense of ‘pro-industrial-
ization'), as examples of revolutions that strock heavy blows
against imperialism and thus decreased Europe’s ability 1o
“export destruction.” In fact, any revolution that defeats 11,5,
imperialism, regandless of its stand on industrinlization, objec-
tively aids colonized peoples everywhere (and is simulianeous-
Iy the greatest thing anyone could do for the environment).
Part of recognizing 118, imperialism as the principal contrs-
diction {which Ward Churchill and Winona LaDuke consis-
tently do), is critiquing other genuinely anti-impenialist mowve-
ments from a position of sirategic unily.

1. Overcoming EurocenTRIC MARXISM

“So in ender for us o really join forces with the Marxists,
wi Indians would have o accept the national sacrifice of
our homeland; we'd have to commit culioral suicide and
become industrialized, Europeanized, maybo-even san-
forized. Caly the insane could conssder this 1o be desirable
1o us, (6]

While the RCP and the majority of the setter left are firmly
in the camp of the insane {though, along with Ward Churchill,
we'd rather impute their “insanity™ to material interests), the
First Nations’ critique of industrialization poscs a big theoneti-
cal issue for serious non-imperialist revolutionaries, I wadi-
tional, reductionist Marxism equated “progress™ with “indus-
irialism,” and “the advancement of prodective forces™ with
“conquering nature,” what does non-reductionist, non-
Eurocentric Marism have to say (or is that really an impossi-
bility)?

First, we would want 1o make clear that, regardless of what
MIM might think is best for the various liberated temitories of
the First Mations - or the liberased Axlan, New Adrica, Pusrto
Rico, Hawaii, ete. - self-determination means that what the sov-
ereign nation says, goes, We can struggle with the other govern-
mieas on theory, but never encroach on thelr sovereignty,
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Second, we recognize that the Euro-Amerikan left is not the
miost advanced movement-around. On the contrary, imphoit in-
the call for an intermational receivership of the white nation
[see MIM Theory 7 -ed.] is the knowledge that Amerikan soci-
ety 15 parasitic and it will ke time to recdocate Amerika,
Unlike the RCP and other Trotskyites, MIM recognires that
the First Workd industrial working clisses are the encmy, not

the vehicle of revolution. We stody Third World and imdige- |

nous strugeles — and nod just self-consciously Maoist ones —
becauze their palitical line Mows from the material conditions
of oppression. As we advance our own practice, striking
greater blows against Amerikkka, our political line advances
.

Third, we must make a clean break from the counterrevolu-
tionary philosophies rampant in the settler left - and repeated
throughout Marxist political economy textbooks - that indige-
nous socicties are “primitive” and “backward™ when compared
o “modern” (read contemporary European) oncs, This macist
hogwash is part of the economic determinism and
Eurocentrism that buttressed Trotsky’s disrespect for the peas-
antry and Europe’s colonization efforts in e first place,

Fourth, when other First Naoas revolationaries tell us to
gxaming certain parts of our political line - like the coviron-
mental question - we better sit up and listen. (And its not just
First Mations activists, see Huoey Newdon, the Filiping com-
rades, the Amaronians, eic.) While, as Marxists, we would
wanl to avoid making absolute moral cluims about the natral
order {while recognizing that this 1= itself an advance of
MIM"s — Marxists from Marx and Engels on have heen reduc-
ing gender o class and making non-dialectical universalistc
claims) or pretending that we can go back in tme, we should
seriously consider deindustrialization as past of the legacy of
Mao's “producer cilies™; a3 well as evaluating the claim that
indlipenists have o “higher” or “more expansive” revolutionary
vision than Margists insofar as they recognize the inlercon-
nectedness of human and non-larman life,

Fifth, and most importandly, MIM most make clear that it is
the Euro-Amerikan settter population that has 00 oomumit cul-
tural suicide, nod the First Mations (iU's actually nol suicide
hecause we're hardly expecting the Amerikans to initiate the
process, and its as much economic and political as “cultural™).
Revolution will end Aunerikan parasitism and imperialiam, The
First Mations and all cther oppressed nations will regain their
national territones and, in many cases, the temitories will in
effect have o be created anew insofnr as tere are few clear
boundaries. There will ot be reservations or forced integra-
tion, but liberated national wermtory occupied by independent
decolonized nations.

3. EVALUATING INDIGENIST ECOLOGISM

In addition to recognizing that the indigenist revolutionarics
have what could be considercad a “higher™ moral ideal than tra-
datbomal Marxist humanists {(though materialism docsn't really
give us any way o evaluate claims thal certain ideals are betier

than others, it only tells us which seem 10 coincide with suc-

- gessful resistance movements), there’s an additional argument,

based solely on the righteous land claims of the First Nations,
that Morth American revolutionanes need to uphold ecological

principles, According o Ward Churchill:

=it would be a violation of a fundament of traditlonal Indian

e snpphant or eradicate another specios, whether andmal———
or plant, 1 osder lo make way for some greater number of
humans, or to incresse the level of material comfort avail-
ahle to those who already exist. Conversely, it is a funda-
manial requirement of traditional law that esch boman
aceept his or her primary responssbility, that of maintaining
the balance and harmony of the naurasl order ar ir is
enconntered. One is esaentially free to do anything one
wants in an inligenows society so Jong as this cardinal nule
is ndhered 1. The bottom line with regard to the maximum
popalation of Indian Country as it has been skelched in this
prescolstion is a very finite number. My best guess is that a
couple of million people would be pushing the upper
Tamit. =(7)

Thus, even if non-native North American revolotionaries
refect ecologism, deindustrialization, o decreasing the human
poputation as principles, and they see other ways (0 protect the
enviromment - il only for the human population — & satisCacio-
ry, he Firsl Matons' rights 1o self-determination and coltoral
sovereignty includes the right (o a restored habitr, limits on
population growth and deindusirialization.  Anything else
would be more imperialism,

4. MAPPING OUT THE NATIOMAL TERRITORIES

MIM is in no position (o map out the national wermitories for
any number of reasons, First of all, untl the U5, is actually
out of Morth America, i.e. when the revolutionary nationalist
and communist forces have overthrown the Amerikkkan gov-
grmment, the oppressed nations cannod “frecly speak™ their
mingds - no matter what bourgeois philosophy may say. Both
specch and land “rights” are functions of power, and - like the
plebiscite in Poerte Rico demonstrated - oppressed groups do
not ave the power (o say exactly what they want. (If a ‘no’
doean't mean no, how coald a “yes' ever mean yes7) That sadd,
given the record of the Norh American Leli, it's important to
put out a few maps alongside our sericus proclamations of sol-
idarity with First Nations self-determination, The maps shoukd
give an indication of the fulure staie of things, inspiring us W0
work hander o kick the 115, cut of North America!

5. DisacreeMENTS WiTH FirsT MATIONS
REVOLUTIOMARIES

While all revolutiorary natonalists and genuine commumnisis
working 1o defeat the ULS. and end imperialism have strategic
unity - and additionally, many First Nations activists share
MIM's analysis of the white working class and the principal
comradiction — there are signilicant issues o be struggled over,
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Probably the biggest one is over the kinds of organization that
‘hawe won revolitions. MIM hos examined-twe historseab record:
and determined that the Leninist-Maoist party, applying demo-
cratic centralism, self-criticism, mass-line, protracied People’s
War and the philosophy of dialectical materialism, has been
by far the most sucoessiul form of revolutionary organizing.
The American Indian Movement (AIM) was influenced by the

any other First Mation organization (that | know of) has tken
up democratically-central parties. If the First Nations have a
more effective method of erganizing, they should share iL
Otherwize (and (his is true even if First Nations activisis deny
Marxism on principle), they should take up the Maodst party -
adapted 1o their national conditions, of course — and smash the
.S,

MCI2 Responbs:

Churchill’s hypothetical situation reflects a misunderstand-
ing of mequality and oppression, although we do agree with
the gizt of what he is rying 10 say. We have long maintined
that it is possible, and from an imperialist stasd-point probably
even desirable, for the imperialists (o reduce the amount of
inequality among oppressor-nation members, and even o a
lesser extent hetween Amerikans and some members of
oppressed nations in North America. Churchill is wrong, how-
ever, (o say that if there were “parity of ... mce, class and gen-
der relations” the ULS. would still be “first and foremost, a
colomalist socicly, an impenalist socicly in the most Muda-
miental possible sense ™ Frankly, it is net possible wo have “par-
ity of “race,” class, and gender, and stifl have those divisions
exist! So the hypothetical canned exist. To achieve “parity™
would mean schdeving communism, in which these copespls
are meaningless.

In this, Churchill may be making the mistake of aking revi-
sionists at their word, For example when revisionists say they
want to end “claszizm,” they have no apswer (o how that can
be achieved withoul eliminating classes = and it cannot, 30 the
revisionists and reformists in that case are really just making
impossible demands that they know are not realistic - one of
their many errors and crimes.

However, Churchill could be saying that there could be true
communism in North America without ending imperialism
over First Nations. While this is hypothetical and untestable,
we s no reason 10 believe that by the time any sociely poes
through the many révolulionary stages necessary o achieve
eommunism that society could stll be imperialist.

OFf the quede from the RCP, the RAIL Comrade says, “the
spste shockingly makes clear why oppressed nationals - par-
ticwlaely in the First Nations - are put off by settler “Marxism™
o “Manism,” We want to underscore the RC's use of the
nuxhifier “settler™ in the above phrase. We frequently receive a
viry positive response (o real Maoism from First Nations
mnemmbers,

The RC alzo quotes Chyrehill s saying: “it is a fundamental

IETY REVOLUTION

requirement of raditional law that each human accept  his or

‘her primary responsibility, thet-of maintsinieg the balance and

harmony of the natoral order as it is encountered (emphasis
added).” Hers MIM cannct agree with this mysticism and reifi-
cation of the “patural order,” No balance remaing unchanged
or lasts forever; the “natural”™ order doesn’t exist except as an
idcal; nothing is a5 it was “first” encountered, This statement is

" simple expression of suppord for 4 felishized pre-"encounter™

staus quo that.does disservice o the people’s need for revoly-
Lion apiinst imperialism, among other things. In one sense, we
must of course maintain a balance between bumanity, other
life forms, and the resources that we use o sustain life.
Without such a balance, we humans and other life forms will
die. Bun that balance is never unchanged, and rying o keep it
from changing undermines effons at revolutionary change for
the hetter,

Thiz discussion extends o another comment from the RC,
that, “the First Nations” rights to self-determination and cultur-
al soversigaty inciudes the aght (o a restored habital, limits on
population growth and deindustrializatton., Anything clac
would be more impenalism,”™ National self-determination docs
indeed include these rights, as the RC says, but we take issue
with the characterization, by Charchill and others, thal anti-
industriatization is the predomizani view among First Nations
members, In our experience of contact and stroggle with First
Mativns members, reported extensively in MIM Notes, we find
that a deep skeplicism about the industrialization of the white
man nevertheless freguently does nol ruke oul (he positive ben-
efis of industrizlization controlled by the people for progres-
sive ends, Self-determination of nations is the only way o
achieve national liberation and end imperialism, bul we
believe that in the struggle against impesialism, leading o s
defeat, the people of the oppressed nations, including the First
Matons, will probably opd o keep andfor develop (he positive
elements of mdustrialization for the benefit of the people,

Finally, the RC provided for discussion these “quotes [rom
First Nagions sevolutionaries,” MIM's eommems follow each
e,

““The Marxist analysse of capitalem 15 a good beginning, at
least in part; i is beld in common and even expanded upon
by & number of Mative American militanis and traditional-
ists. ... Where Indions and Marxists pant company lies with-
in the reaim of conclusions 1o be drawn (rom snalyses of
what iz wrong with the capitalist process; with a vislon of
an allernative society, Beyond redistribution of the products
of capitalism ilself, Indian critics see litile differentiation
between the two contending modes. And redistribution of
e proceeds accrung from a systemalie tape of the earth is,
at best, an frrelevancy 10 American Indian wradition. ...
Rhetorically at keast, much of Marsism agrees much more
profoumdly with Duopont {(“Better Living Through
Chemistry™) Chemicals aml Philips (“we can make a wall-
head bbond with any environment™) Petroleum than with
any of the Indian contributors. {8}
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MIM: It is incorrect io consider socialism and communism
10 be The “redistribeon of the products of capitalism iself”
These are sysiems of production as well as distribution. Again,
soclal democrats may talk aboul the redistribution of the bene-
fits of capitalism, bul 1hiz is Dol communist’s view, Further,
we don’t recognire “rape of the carth” as a concept oulside of

i mining is ot more “rape of the earth”

tive. Any morality greater than humans is religion, amd w

- think-humans-invented religion, and religions people obvicusly

disagree. In fact, it scems strange to have this matcrialist view
considered to be less “relational” than the view of absolute

morality outside of human conceptions expressed by the quote.

We also cerainly don't subscribe to the “rather slupid notion
that the universe was somehow designed as the playground for

than eating com. The difference is coal takes longer 1o form
than com, which s a quantitative difference. The point is, is
the process sustainable for humanity and is it exploitaive? We
do not recognize the imperative to take care of the earth as a
moral necessity outside of human collure and thought.
Materialists find no meralities ouiside of human conception.

Tt is no more wrong for a human 1o dig op something useful
from the earth than it is for a meteorite to strike o planet some-
where in space, The mosal question is the question of human
relations first, The idea that it is wrong 1o exploit, oppress and
Kill a human being is a homan ides, and like all human ideas it
occurs only on the basis of class and gender relations. From
ihe oppression and exploitation of some humans by other
humans, the oppressed and exploited have developed a morali-
ty that condemns this, and we develop a practice 1o end it
Fuiure social relations will lead to new senses of morality, that
we are not yel in a position o determing, Some people believe,
for example, that the exploitation of animals by humans & the
next fromtier of morality, and MIM docs not have reason (o
disagree with (his. At the moment, however, we are not pre-
pared to base our revolulionary practice on this conception of
morality. Likewise, we do not st present believe there is a
haisis for calling the “destruction” of the Earth as a planet itsell
immaral, apart froa its relation to humanity and, possibly,
other life.

“If Marxisis had ever come close to comprebending (he uni-
verse in anything remotely resembling a truly relational
pense, it seems uterly inconceivable to me that they could
engago in perpeluating the anogance of logic through which
Burope has sssigned to humanity a mystical place of inber-
ent superiority among living things. Il seems equally
impossible that a relational world view could sccommodate
the rather stupid notien that the universe was somebow
designed as the playground for human exploitation. Such
examples could be continued at great bength"(9)

MIM: In response to this comment from Frank Black Elk,
MIM adds that we don't think bumsanity is “superior” (0 other
living things. But we know that humanity is our reference,
That is why we say that there is no mosality outside of human
morality — which means it's a class- and gender-dependent set
of ideas. Does the earth have greater value than the moon in a
moral sense? Why are living things more valuable than non-
living things? Only becanse these are human constroctions in
the first place, and living things are more like buman things.
Outside of human — ie., class and gender based - systems of
Bought there can be no morality from a materialist perspec-

human exploitation,” and we dan’ [ koW any Mardsts whodo:

“The pattern of colonization prevalent in South America ...
seems apprapdiste o conditions currently exisling in the
Morth ns well. Intesnal colonialism - the colonization of
indigenaus peoples — is a prominent, if lide discussed, fact
of life within both the United States and Canada (and
Mexico os well). The centrality of the issue of coloaization
of such Fourth World peoples to any reasonable strategy of
global anti-impesialism appears much mone evident in the
Morth than in the South, not for moral peasons, bul for prag-
rslic ones. Morth America, the United States in particular,
i% the seat of the most comprehensive system of imperialisn
ever witnessed by humanity. Increasingly, it is a system
fueled by niclesr capsbilities, fed by uranium. The relaticn-
ship of the reservalions o thel umnism is clear. Likewise,
the United States and Cannda bead the wogld in “feod pro-
duction’; needless to say, they have a huge stake in main-
takning this position of dominance. Again the relationship of
the Ameriean Indian treaty lands to primary North
American agriculture] areas is readily observable. The same
can be said relstive o a rango of crecial resources " 10}

MIM: We basically agrees with this quote, On the concept
of “Fourth Worlkd,” we would only say that the colonization of
First Nations has been as much a part of imperialism as the
colonization of oppressed nations all over the world. There are
differences, of course, separating those areas that the coloniz-
ers decided o settle in large numbers themselves from those
areas that they merely colonized as labor and resource 2ones.
We think the concept of Third Warld applies well 1o either,
although we have 0o epposition to the term “Fourth World.”

“Many anglo women try, I expect in all sincerity, to tell us
{hat our most pressing problem is male supremacy. To this,
I have 1o say, with all due respect, bullthir. Char problems
are what they've been for the past several himdred years:
white supremacism and colonialism. And that's 8 suprema-
cism and o colonialisi of which white feminists ae still
vary much & part “{£1}

MIM: We agree with Janet McCloud's staizment in part, but
if she is implying that there is nol also o gender contradiction
among First Nations would have o disagree, as we know of ro
sociely without some degree of gender oppression. This argu-
ment is thercfore best had over what is the principal contradic-
tion, which we believe is the contradiction between imperial-
st and the-oppressed nations al present. The main point of te
statement, however, tat we do agree with, is the assertion that
atlempling to um oppressed-nation wimmin against the men
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of thetr nations instead of against imperialism and national
oppression is reactionary. This is the particolarly insidious -
innovation of preudo-feminists [rom oppressor s,

“White women., most of them very middle class and, for
whatever they think their personal oppression is, 55 a group
they"re obviously the material heneficiaries of the colonisl

anxd they look at the deformily of our socictics produced by
colonization, and then they criticize the deformity. They el
s we have to move ‘beyond’ oo cultune in onder to be *lib-
ermed’ like them. It's just amazing. ... They virtually
demand that we give up our own aditions in favor of what
they imagime ther own o be. just like the missionaries and
the govermnment and the rést of the colonizers. It was being
forced awary from our own traditons that deformed us - that
miade the men sexists and things like that - in the first place
What we need 1o be is more not Jess Indian. But every time
we try to explain this o our sell-proclamed “white sisters.”
we cither gel tobd we're missing the point - we're just damb
Indians, after all - or we're sccusexd of “self-hatred™ as

A few exp with that soet of arrogance and
you start 1o ged the idea maybe all this feminiem business is
just another extension of the same okl racisl, colomalist
mentality, (12}

“It seems o me the feminist agenda is basically one of rear-
ranging social relations within the society which & occupy-
ing our land and utilizing our mesources fos its own benelit
Nothing 1've encountered in femanist theory adkdresses the
[act of our colonization, or the wrongness of white women's
stake in it. To the contrary, there seems 1o be o presuinplion
among feminist writers that the colonization of Native
America will, even should, exist permanentiy. At beast
there’s no indication any femimst movemend has actively
advocated palling cut of Inchan Country. should a “pransfos-
mation of social relations™ actually occur. Instead, feminists
seem to share a presumption with the patriarchs they
oppose, that they have some son of inalienable right 1o go
on occupying our kand and explofting our resources for as
long as they like. Hence, | can only conchile that, hike
Macxigm, which armives ot the same cutcome through class
rather than through gender theary, fenuinism b essentially a
Euro-supremacist idechogy and 15 thercfore quite imperialist
in its implications."{ 13}

MIM: If you substilute “pseudo-feminism” for “feminism,”
we agree with this statement for a critique of pseudo-feminism,
However, beciuse gender oppression is a part of all socicties
that we know of, we refuse o give up revolutionary feminism
as a part of the struggle for communism, Revolutionary lemi-
nism as MIM has defined it does not perpetrate the crimes
described in this passage. As far as Marxism, this passage
again refects the gencrations of revisionism masquerading as
Marxism in the imperialist countries. Marxsm-Leninism-
Maoism does not “arriv(e] at the same owicome through class
rather than gender theory,™ and it is not “a Euro-supremacist
tdealogy [that is] quite imperialist in its implications.”

exploifalion Wi sociely s imposel of 0fe . deyeome [T

Revisionists bear some of the responsibility for this miscon-

“ception, but PanrColorade #s also guilty of erilicizing all

“Marxizm” in this passage without paying atlention (o its pro-
and anti-imperialist fomms.,

“The stale called *America,” on the other hand, is connected
only to an independent settler society [unlike other imperi-
~aliets st uerually e o honeterritory of theirown RO
It kax po place of ils own, nor did it ever, The economic
power of the United States is losing its grip in much of the
workl, bat in the emd, o where might thas state return? It is
oaly & siate, enly o political entity, so its ideclogical base
and its nerrative must be sbsolute. If someone imagines oth-
erwise, al the end of America’s external empire it would
follow there must be an actal place that is Americs. Would
iy country become free of the 1.5, during this dissolution
of empize? If so, where then is America? If not, how can it
be that the empire has dissolvedT(14)

The RC adds: This passage i3 especially interesting. For
one, it questions the appropriateness of setler revelulionaries
calling themselves “mother comiry™ revolutionaries. Since in
fact, they too are on oocupied werritory, Second, il puts in
philosophical language, the dilemma of non-native self-deter-
mination. OF course, we can imagine that the First Nations will
give some land for the Black, White and non-native Latine
nations 1o live in, but does that entail the same “rights™ of self-
determination as, sy, U French in France. Here we netum to
the idea that nutions inhabiting America might need w recog-
nize the indigenist principle of ecology, for example.

In MIM Theory 7, “Proletarian Feminist Revolutionary
Mationalism on the Communist Road,” MIM argued for a
receivership for the white nation after national liberation has
been won for the oppressed nations of the Amerikan empire.
We also recognize that the use of land and resources in North
America [or non-oppressing nations will need permission from
First Nations. Unlike the RCP-USA, MIM does not presume 1o
dictate the conditions for that use of First Mation land and
resources. We will instead atiempt to reach agreements for that
use that make possible the self determination of all oppressed
nations and the responsible stewardship of the former oppres-
sor nation until it is ready to enter the community of non-

OpIERSOrs.,
Notes: 7. Struggle for the Land, p. 434,
I. Ward Churchill, “1 Am B Marxigm, p. 1856,

Indigenist." Struggle For the
Land, Common Courage

Pross, 1993, p. 416

2. Ihid., p. 416,

3. Thid,. p. 4178,

4. Excerpt from RCP New
Programme and New

Constitution in W, Charchall,
ed.. Marxism and Native
A Ficans.
5. Russell Means in ihid. p. 24,
6. Thied, p. 27,

9, Frank Black Elk in Marxism
and Native Americans, p, 150.

10, W. Churchill and Winona
LaDuke, “The Political
Economy of Radioactive
Colonialism,” in The State of
Narive America. South End
Press, 1992, p. 242-3,

11. Japet MeClood, ibid, p. 332

12. Lowelei Means, ibid. p. 332

13. Pam Coloeado, ihid. p. 332

14. Jimeie Ducham, ibid. p. 427-8.
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RC Polemic Il

_Dialectical Environmentalism

This is another document thar reflecis the efforis of one
RAIL comrade to infTuence MIM's revolutionary environmen-
talist live, and it cane ot of debates between the comrade and
MIM comrades on this question. MIM agrees with some of
this: most of our cowmments are inserted in brackels or follow
the essay. Chur fundamental disagreenent watl this RAIL com-
rade iz over a central tenet of Marzism — the importance of
industrialization te the advancement of the mode of produc-
tion, and the fransition from pre-capitalizm o socialisn and
communim. To be anti-indusirialization, as this comrade is in
this essay, i5 o be ann-Maryiss, MIM does not romaniicize
pre-capitalist modes of production, and absolurely embraces
technolpgical advancement in bath industry and agriculfure.
While we distinguish the Maeist “politics in command™ line
from the revisionist “technology in command™ line, we under-
stand that the promotion of lechnological advancement is
squarely within the Maoist camp. We print this essay and onr
comments 1o demonstrate the anportance and sometime diffi-
culty of staving focused on the prodetarian line m all theoreii-
cal and proctical endeavors. Dialectrcal environmentalism is
N EXCEMEon,

primary importance of Marxist-Leninist-Maoist

theory (MLM} 10 revolutionanes is as a tood for elimi-

nating oppression. We say it is universal precisely
because it can be used by every oppressed group - no matter
what nation, gender, class or coliure - a5 a strategy for libera-
tign. The revolutonary core of MLM is a materialist assess-
ment of the competing group mberests in a society, an analysis
of how capitalism and imperialism exploit the proletanat and
oppressed nations, an historical summation of the most effec-
tive types of organization, tctics and sirategy for overthrow-
ing capitalism and patriarchy, o record of the victories and
defeats of societes run acconding o MLM; and a prediction
that the oppressed will eventually win, Tis outlook is that of the
international proletariat, though it can only be applied by
smaller units; amd s philosophical foundation is dialectical
materialism, (he idea that there 15 a reality et there that
humins are & part of, that reality is not permancot but chang-
ing. that the biggest changes in society are tied 10 group strug-
gles arcund oppression, and that the best way of changing
society is by changing the relations between groups and their
surroundings, Our philosophy fOows rom cur coldeok: Since
we wanl to change the reality of our oppression, it's useful for
us to think of reality as something mone than jist in our head,
since we want to end our oppression, natrally the historical

changes we're inerested in mostly concemn oppression; and
since we're inderested in the liberation of the entire proletarial
- and ned just kooking for an individeal out = the appropriate
level of social iMervention and analysis is the group,

Pant of recognizing that human socictics change, and there-
fore any theory involved in affecting human society must also
change, is the continoal development of MLM. Not only does
MILM change in the sense that it takes into account pasticular
national conditions, new forms of technology, and new strate-
gies of oppression; it
changes as ils practi-
LIONErs SLrt secing
things that they
formery con-
sidered nar-
wral &%
social
¢ on -
structs,
a n d
things
that they
formerly %
consid- Y&
cred
benign as
Oppres-
sive (1) A
familiar exam-
ple of the former
sort of change is
Lenin's theory of imperial-
ism, while an example of the latter is MIM's advancement of
the gender line. The former, more fnear adjostments of theory
are easier 1o follow - though there are certainly plenty of
Trouskyites who are looking at the world through glasses made
in 1905, On the other hand, s easy w0 see that First World
industrial workers are nol exploited and Third World workers
are, because you apply the same standard today that you did
then. Capitalists wok surplus valoe from the Buropean factory
warkers in 1848, they take it from South Korea in 1996, While
screaming for bread, European [actory workers ook over cities
in 1848; today the food riots are in Brazil.

At the other side of the spectrum, there's a qualitative leap in
Marxist theory in saying that “sex is rape,” as MIM does,
Where in heck did Marx talk about that? On the contrary, a
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reading of Engels The Origin of the Family, Private Property,

and the Stere wAll drive one AUE Wil CHEUVinisT msies of -

free love, uncocreed sex under socialism, and the naturalness
of heterosexuality. Mol only is Engels’ view of gender undi-

alectical — insofar as-he thought European heterosexual inter-

course was namral - but it refected his place in the gender

| hierarchy. We can separate out three aspecis of his emor, First, |

be forgot that nothing it naneral and everything is secial con-
struct. Second, he let the limits of his cultural knowledge sel
the vision of a wiopia that ke projected on the entire world.
Third, he theorized from a position a5 oppressor not as
appressed. As MIM comrades know only so well, these ermors
have not gone away (unbelievers can ask the nearest Spart,
who will responds 1o the lifetime monogamy policy with “1
don’t get how you guys can be so anti-sex. You're repealing
Wictorian morals and repressing my sexuabity.” A good answer
1o this is: “We're ipressing your sexuality? You sound like a
capitalist saying “You're repressing my right (o private proper-
")

e of the errors of the second type that is particalarly ram-
pant among Trots, but that has hung on o some Mooist sympa-
thirers & well, is the provincialist utopian vision of one world
economy with super hi-tech agriculture and industry, intema-
tional division of labor, and contnued industrialization past
whatever is nocded to defend socialist construction, This idea
came from the particular 19th Century Eoropean sctung in
which Marx theorized and has become canonized, among the
Trots, as “an iron law of historical development.” It comes

from & period in Western culture whene people idolized wech-

—mloey amd ooked 1o the World's Fair as a-beacon of socialis

oplimizm () 1 i= no more “an iron law of history™ that we
must have million acre comfields and airplanes than that the
revolution will be led by the European working class,
Following the Maoists in China, MIM has already rejected the
thesis of economic determinism and other “productivity-first”
thearics and we can elaborate on ihe consequences of this the-
oretical move cven more.

Our concemn as Maoists is o determine what a society negds
to wage and win a national liberation struggle and socialist
revolution, Maoists know from experience that you don’t necd
highly industrialized late-capitalism to get o socialism. The
crucial questions in terms of the level of productive forces ane.
“Can the society fight off imperialists externally and class-ene-
mics internally?™ and, “Can the society provide enough food,
chothing, shelter, ete., 10 support everyoneT” The answer (o the
second question is easiest. Non-indusirial socigtics had been
feeding, clothing, and sheltering their populations just fine
until imperialism came long. Onee a society is in control of its
ewn kand, resources o popuolation, there’s absolutely no rea-
son 10 believe it needs Western style industrialization. The key
1% socialist productive relalions,

The first question would seem somewhat more complicated
because there would be a material hasis for aggression as long
s soane nations have a higher level of military technology than
others, On the other hand, as the success of national liberation
struggles from China to Vietnam to Eritrea have shown, it

p doesn’t take much industrial-
ization 1o win a war against
even the most advanced
imperialists as long as the
People are behind you, Thus
® an independent Creek Mation
g could, if it wished, retain s
relatively non-industrial tradi-
tienal culture amd - with per-
¥ haps a few sholgun fnclories
\"f = stamnd up o cutside aggres-
sors.(3) This iz the greatest
s testimonial 1o the power of
4 proletarian leadership and
Magist organizaiion.
Becanse, it s not really saying
much il ending oppréssion
means liquidating your cul-
ture, Some nations may nol

o be willing even o compro-
g .} mise their traditional beliefs

%3:&2 and adopt a Maoist form of

g

G organization or - like some
"2 leaders of the Hopi Nation
- = have been quoted as saying -
. * even take up arms againsl
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outside aggressors.£4) However, for those nations Ul wanl (o
fight for natonal liberation, they can feel confident that their
sociely won'l be molded by any “ron laws of history™ into a
Europe clone.(5)

O course, the instances of Marxist vision being embedded
in 19th Century Europe aren’t just limited o the examples of

— racism, -genderor-industrialization-MLM will contimpe 1o

change as long as the existence of Oppression necessitates a
capable counter-lriction. Every group that applics MLM in
praciice will expand the scope and power of its uselulpess as a
liberating theory, This follows from the description of MLM as
science: every experiment brings new data which, in tum,
changes the theory, This is what it means o be a dialectical
scignce. This is also why revolutionaries rely on the expericnce
of the party and the masses, not the Comintern, EIM, or any
olher "loreign body.™

It's imponant o pote (it indestrialization is buried muoch
maore deeply in Marxist thought than, say, the wea that gen-
dered heterosexual iniercourse 15 natural. There's an idea in
Marxism that humanity as o whole progressively gets smarter
as it “advances” wechnologically, Thos Mao can say:

“The dialectical world outlook emerged in anciont tmes
both in China and in Evrope. Ancient dialectics, however,
had a somewhat spontonecas and maive character: in the
wocial and historical conditions then prevailing, it was not
yel able to forin o thegretical systeny, hence i1 could not
fully explain the world and wag supplanted by meta-
physics "(6)

MIM iz pot interested in fully explaining the workd, We're
interested in overthrowing imperialism, capitalism and patri-
archy, and building societies where groups don't oppress
groaps, It°s quite likely that expluning e world in the way
that communists do is necessary Tor hberating humanity (rom
oppression, bol ignores lots of other aspects of human life like
spiritwality, expanded consciousness, et To say i another
way, it"s likely that the methodology Maoists embrice in onder
i achieve communism - i.¢., dialectical materializm - is good
at liberating groups of people, but had at doing other things.
That's ekay, because we're not idealists that think ideas are
god-given. We are proletarian revolutionaries that say over-
throwing imperialism is the most important thing © do, We
creale idens, in a particular coltural miliew, to get a job done.
Mareover, wi picked that job, and not another one (like find-
ing salvation or being good kovers), because of the inkderable
phivsical oppression afllicting ourselves and the majority of the
warld.

‘We also don’t have any interest in saving that clder, pre-cap-
italist workd-views were naive, oot fully developed, or in any
olher way inferior to our own. They had different ideas Ut
probably served their purposes much as our own ideas serve
our purposes, Moreover, as anthropologists from Levi-Strauss
on have pointed out, pon-industnalized, particularly indige-

noars peoples, had 1oz of scientific knowledge — ol 1o mention

the spiriwal knowledge which we may or may nol be particu-
larly interested in = that we could use happily. Saying that
we're more advanced by virtue of our indostrialization strikes
one as particularly linear, non-dislectical and a racist carry-
over from Manifest Destiny doctrine {which may explain why
Zionist settlers [elt so comfonable calling themselves social-

~ist) It is part of the productivity=first doctrine that concerned.

itself more with technology than actual relations belween
people.

It’s also important (o remember that MIM is mulbtinstional at
this stage in the struggle and that MIM plans to scparate into
national vanguards leading national strouggles in the futore.
Those struggles will have the same enemy (U5 imperialism)
and much strategic unity, as well as many of the same theonies
and organizational structures (like the Maoist party), bat will
have many differences as well. We are not Trotskyites dreaming
of a world with one language and ooe culture. We are Maoisis
who want centralized power in order to do away with imperial-
ist hegemony. It's akay if the First Netions don't want to indus-
triglize on @ Western model, It was bad (undislectical) Marxism
1o pretend that there was one human civilization bound by the
same “iron laws of history.” Eventually we will all get 1o decen-
wralieed, sustainahle, egalitarian societies or else we'll be dead.
As a multinational vanguard, MIM concentrates on — and hold
as official pany line = only those positions that are necessary for
sucoessful Maoist revolution. For example, the three dividing
line questions and the anzlysis of patriarchy arc necessary, but a
vision of the world as a hi-tech concrete world with 15 billion
people is not. Enjoying or not enjoving hi-technology, concrete
and lots of people around are cultural differences that ¢an be
worked oul among socialist societies (we keep our cement om
of your national territory and don't breed beyond our borders).
It's fime 1o talk about these questions now — like we do abowt
artificial reproduction or technological utopias that do away
with housckeeping (or houses) — but including them in the
party’s line of what MIM comrades must defend as socialism
would be hoth divisive and imperialistic.

Thiz eliminates the problem of deciding whether Maoists
have to want o live in a pon-oppressive Western industrialized
sociely, or a pon-oppressive Indigenous non-industrialized
sociely, Neither will extract surplus value or superprolits, com-
modify and degrade women or set up class/gender/national
hierarchies. Both will provide for the people and protect the
natural environment, Indigenons societies might preserve more
of the environment as they encountered it and have a more
spiritual connection 1o the land, while Westemn societics pursee
a lesi-iube baby, automated vision. Probably there will be
some crossover and migration of visions as well as individuals,
I any case, the point is o distance MLM, which is ¢ssentially
a strategy for liberating people from oppression, from peculiar-
Iy Western notions of what civilization should be like and wha
a theory of the world should contain, Adopting this non-
Eurocentric approach will do much to unite the oppressed pro-
letarial in terms of theory and practice.
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Ihe irreducible core of MLM revolves arcund struggling
ppainst oppression and acknowledging the ubiquily of change.
i theory changes as our practice changes, and vice-versa.
bur mmmmwmmm.mﬁ-
sommental snd technological conditions change, Maoism
lecomes revolutionary feministm as the women's liberation

——mpgle develops: Catharine MacKinnon meets Chairman Mao.

il both walk away transformed. Marx reads Serilers and
Jeaves the white working ¢lass alone, Practice bodh confirms
aned prefaces each change. As the First Mations apply MLM.,
Maoism will unpack even more of its Western European bag-
page and develop further. As the imperialists desiroy the envi-
jonment, oppressed nations are toming againsi loggers and
sirip-mines; Filipine communists, First Nations revolutiomary
nationalists and MIM comrades expand their environmental
line and practice. People learn from practice. As long as there
are humans, the straggle will advance and ulimately be victo-
sious. In the words of Chairman Mao: All reactionaries are
paper tigers, Ox, to pamphrase the Rolling Stones, Time is on
our side, Ob yes it is!

Lang live Magism!

Long five confinuous revolition!

Dienan weith economic determinigm!

Dwn with dogmunism!

All Power to the People!

Notes:

I, In the past 150 years Marxism has developed incredibly. A sarvey
rending of the "classics,” fram Marx's Capital and Engels. to MIM
Theory 10 shows that tremendous [exibility s part of the groatness
of MLM. It's imponiant to remember, however, thal materialism i
also a covizervative metbodology. Decisions are an the wholr based
on past precedent. We do what we do now because il has worked i
the past. This is a good thing, it stops revolutionaries from going
off the desp end.

2 The socialist “dream sequence” of one of Leni's favorite Russian
revolutionsary classic takes place in a giant palsce of ghass and steel,
modeled on the “masterpiece™ of the World Expo in Pans.

3. Shotguns require steel and sivel requires mines ar) factories. So
too syringes and penicillin require a certain development of pro-
duetive forees. This is not 0 aay that a nation needs plastics,
monocrop agriculiure, strip-mines. huge iron smeliing Tacilities of
mest of the other ol people associate with industrinlism. Self-
relient soctalism sssumes sustainable development. Modem science
is gaining an understanding of eoalogy.

4. Since Maoism is about groups liberating themselves, there’s not
mach to say about these idealists except that hopefully wo' [l defeat
imperialism before Amerikika kills them. It seens that the Hopa, at
Jeast, have a strong traditional belief that after the while man came
e woukd destroy the Earth and the Hopi would leave this world for
the next one. They're cenininly right about destroying the Earth, but
maybe their ferecast didn't foreses the up-and-coming recoivership
of Buroamerika.

5. The concern is probably not so much shout Laws of hastory malding
thekr culture, but getting into united fronte with organizations -
Iike the RCP-USA — whe want to annex smaller nations into their
“larger socialist sockely.”

& Maa, “On Contradection.”

MIM Responps:

While MIM has some agreement with this writer, we have
fundamental disagreements with this article, Our main area of
disagreement is with the writer's view that pre-industrial - bot
nob communist - socieles were “fing untl imperialisor came
along " The implication is that imperialism invented oppres-
it and eliminating imperiabism-will allow pre-industrial soci- —
ety 1o revert “hack” to their blissful pre-colonization state, The
writer applies this to social relations, bul more imporiantly 1o
technology. MIM does not agree that eliminating technology
and going “back” to pre-indusirial technology would best serve
the oppressed.

First, we disagree with the 20020-hindsight criticism of
Engels. It is not true that “nothing is natural and everything is
social construct.™ It is true, however, that the concept of “nat-
ural” is socially constructed. This writer, however, believes
that pre-industrial societies had “nawral” and therefore betier
means of meeting human needs. “Enropean heterosexual inter-
course™ (which is obyiously not just a Enropean phenomenon)
is no more or less natural than sex practiced in other culures
before or since. The writer also faulis Engels for “letting the
limits of his cultural knowledge set the vision of a utopia that
he projected on the entire workd.” However, all theorists arc
limited by their knowledge, culioral or atherwise, 5o this iz not
a criticism, but a ruism, and therefore not useful. As for the
third criticism, that Engels “theorizes from a position as
oppressor nol as oppressed,” MIM disagrees, but since this is
nol substantiated there is not much to quarrel over beyond that.

The writer is simply wrong to assert that “Non-industrial
socicties had been feeding, clothing, and sheltering Uheir popu-
Intions just fine until imperinlism came long.” MIM frequently
wses China as an example, where it is clear that non-industrial
mwmmlacta:mmafwmmmmm
of years, during which time people were not all “just fine."
Imperialism made things worse for China, but China was not
“just fine” before imperialism. The implication here is that
imperialism invented class and gender hierarchy, which is
obviously false. The writer goes on to say: “0nce a socicly is
in control of its own land, resources and population, theee's
absolutely no reason to believe it needs Western style industri-
alization. The key is socialist productive relations.” But what
non-industrial societies had socialist production relations?
Most noq-industrial societies had less inequality than the world
now las under imperialism, but that does not mean they were
socialist. And for he technological question of “need” for
“Westem style industrialization” (like that great Western coun-
u‘y,muah.thuuismgeuingmﬂthchisuimlmw
industrialization has improved the eapacily of economies 0
improve and exend homan life.

The writer further fetishizes non-industrial societies by say-
ing that “it"s not really saying much il ending oppression
means liquidating your cultore,” lmperialism liquidaies ihe
cultures of its colonies, 1o be sure. But what s the good of pee-

serving cultire for its own sake? This is merely mun-of-the-mill
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comscrvatiam o traditsonalism. T argoment

probably served their purposes much as our

witys i wers Witk o sanash-the oppressors” art TI'IE wrlter OWn idéas serve our purposes.” MIM asks,
dluring the Cultural Revolution, because that now who is theorizing from the perspective of
means we can't “preserve traditional caliare.” wants tg the oppressor? What are “our porposes™?
Well, imperialism bas no right to liguidate Religious views conainly were “naive” and-
cultures, and :.-mum:::d jefe;;:dag;m H::ﬂ overthrow “nat fully dc'fcluﬁ?ald.“ No set of ideas is “fully
alism is ushiwed. But that does. s " inghading dialectical materialism,
ot mean that culture does not o should not IFNPEFTAlISIM  But “naive” is another ting. Compared 0 sci-
change. ence, religion is naive, It understands less, As
 The writer's model for revolutionary change and gEt willh the fire example feom above, MIM does
is overthrowing imperialism and getting & , think there is any resson 10 pretend — in mis-
“back” to what we had before, This is an undi- back’ to placed deference 1o non-industrial socictics —
alectical model hased on idealizm, that science is not an advance over religion,
The wriler is also wrong in doubting that what we In some moral ways, there is 1o reason o
humanity “as a whole progressively oets hﬂd h f say that indusirialization makes o society
smarter,” This is in fact what happens - in erore. “more advanced.” That is, there is more and

part. Once upon a time humanity “as a whole™

did not know how to caplure o produce and use fire. “We"™
learmed, One of the great advances of humanity at all is the
ability to pass information on across generations and cultures,
what is spmetimes called “culiural evolution.” This is another
way of saying that in some ways humanity absohuely “gets
smarier.” OF course, we also lose knowledge, in part from the
viodent liguidation of cultures. MIM therefore Ginds no faall in
tse Mao quode on the development of knowledge.

The writer says that dialectical materialism is good ot mak-
ing revolution but not s0 good for “other things.” For cxample,
MIM might suggest, dialectical materialism is nod good al
“understanding™ (i.2., believing) creationism, so if you believe
in creationism you are nol a dialectical materialist. What is it
ahou “spiniwality” that dinlectical materialism cannot under-
stand? Or “expanded conscimpness™ Dialectical materialism
exists to expand consciousness; it i itself an expanon of con-
SCIOMIATESS,

What the writer means is dialectical materialism is not
simultaneously a science and & religion. In tat we dialectical
materialists plead guilty. We are not running a religion. As we
have said ¢lsewhere, we do not intend o take away other
people’s religions, but we will struggle 1o prevent them from
being used to hurt people. We do believe that religion will
someday run its course and disappear. Others disagree, We do
not intend to colonize anyone in e name of socialism and end
their religious beliels and practices, for that would violate their
national self-determination. But we will not withhold or
change our apinions about religion o win their approval,

Finally, we also shoald point out that scientists in all ancas
e better scientists when they practice dialectical materialism,
Wi know of no areas of practice or knowledge that would not
be informed and improved by the application of dialectical
materialism.

In the vein of fetishizing the non-industriad, the writer adds:
“We also don®t have any interest in saying that older, pre-capi-
talist world-views were naive, not fully developed, or in any
other way inferior (0 oor own, They had different ideas tiat

more efficient oppression under capitalism
and imperialist indestrinlizition than there was before, S0, you
could sy that is less “advanced,” rather than more “advanced”
in that sense. However, this does not mean thal imperialism is
less advanced in terms of science, because it is not
Imperialism may have osed violence and cocrcion o destroy
culiures from which it conbd have leamed a lot (in medicine,
for example), but that does nol mean imperialism has nod
advanced science. [t has gained, while it bas lost.

The writer basically believes the concept of “advance™ is
itself undialectical, and therefore atiempts to replace material-
ist dialectics with idealist dialectics - to go back to the
unchanging and mystical Yin and Yang, in which there are
opposites, but there is oo development or “advance,” This is
the same idealist opposition o dialectical materialism that we
see cmerging in postmodemism in the last 25 years, It is the
new face of idealism, bot it is not moch changed once one
looks under the surface.

The anti-sdvance views on technology belie the writer's
attempts w reconcile histher views with dialectical material-
ism, as in this passage: “As long & there are humans, the
struggle will advance and ultimately be victorious. In the
words of Chairman Mag: All reactionarics are paper tgess. Or,
to paraphrase the Rolling Stones, Time is on our side, Oh yes it
is!” Why is there revolutionary advance but not scientific
advance? This is inconsistent. Finally, MIM does not endorse
the misogynist song that the wriler misquoges,

The writer is correct thal there is no reason for MIM mem-
bership requirements o stipulate adherence to particular future
forms of technological advance such as test-tube babies,
However, if we connod agree thal science is an advamce over
religion, then our debare is taking place outside of Maoism and
dinlectical materialism. This is troe while MIM simultancously
reilerates its opposition 1o Napoleonic visions of socialism
based on scientilic supremacy. Nations that disagree with
MIM's view do nod deserve to be colonized and have “social-
ism™ imposed from without. But we may still disagree about
sCence,
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Pseudo-environmentalism

Mainstream groups earn

Imperialist credentials

by MCI2
candidate for Congress in Maryland in 1996 man will
the slogan, “LOWER TAXES, JAIL NOT BAIL, SAVE THE
way.” In this and many other ways, in recenl yeurs
psewdo-environmentalism has amived,

Jumping off from a 1995 book by Mark Dowie, Losing
Ground: American Environmentalism ai the Close of the
Twentieth Cennury (1), we discuss mainstream psewdo-envi-
rommentalism and its contributions 1 imperialism, The book is
a critigue of mainstream environmenialism and an argument
for why that movement will become ohsolele unless it reori-
ents isell 1o lake on “environmental justice” as its cone issue,
1t's a liberal or social-democrmtic criticism but a usefol starting
point for some more MIM analysis,

Dowie pats a lot of his hopes on the “Principles of
Environmental Justice” adopied at the First National People of
Color Environmental Leadership Summit in October 1991.(2)
This document combines vagoe but obviously legitimate dec-
larations such as “Ernvironmental justice affums the fundamen-
tal right 1o political, economic, cultural and environmental
self-hetermination of all peoples.”™ The United Nations would
agree, although there would be disagreement about who s a
“people” (not defimed by the document, either), Thene are oter
good demands, but nothing aboart the system that could make
them possible. They appeas to use “environmental” o modily
“justice™ so that the two wogether are all we need 1o end
oppression. With these principles achigved, they suggest, we
wouold =ve the environment and create social “justice.” The
demand for “justice” as an end itselfl is reformist, becaose “jus-
tice™ refers to “far” reatment within a system of ineguality -
or else it loses its meaning: “justice”™ means nol being beaten
by cops. nol having land aml labor stolen, ele., which, while a
progressive demand under imperialism, is ool meaningful in a
system without such categories.

Unspoken is the apparent fact that their demands are made
on peesent governments. Or else they leave it up (o others 1
figure oot et their goals are nod possible under imperialism,
which would be just abdicating lesdership, This is how they
get contradiciory demands such as “Environmental fustice
opposes the destructive operations of multi-national cofposa-
tipns,”" Does that mesn that serte of what multinationals do is
OK? What pant? If the implication is (it muliinationals should
stop exploiting workers, stop pillaging Third Workd countries,

and stop destroying the environment — but everything else they
do s OK — then you just have social democracy or regulauory
liberal democracy, and imperialism gets off scot-free, This is
no more workable a way 1o save the environment than it is o
end cxploitation or achieve self-determination,

At the end of the list of principles, bowever, is one that
jumps out as graspable, and that's the problem:
“Environmental fustice requires (hat we, as individoals, make
personal and consumer eholees 1o consume as litle of Mothes
Earth's resources and 1o produce as litde waste as possible;
and make the conscious decision (o challenge and reprioritize
our lifestyles (o insure the health of the natural world for pee-
sent and fowere generations.” People who adbere (o this docu-
ment, then, while “opposing” some multinational operations,
will be “shopping for a better world™ (1o parnphrase a best-sell-
ing pseudo-environmentalist goidebook) while they wait for
multinationals o reform.

1, as individuals, revolutionary environmentalists ane com-
mited 1o making “personal and consumer cholces™ (o consume
as little a5 possible and waste as litte as possible, then political
action will be faally compromised. Will we not consume
ammunition in the people’s wars? Will we not “waste”
resources in acis of sabotage during times of war? If, on the
other hand, this declaration refers only o passive personal
behavior then it is an imelevant waste of ime anyway, for
without revolutionary struggle and eventually war - with all of
its consumption and waste — we will never destroy imperialism
amd achieve a sustainable relationship with the environment in
the context of human liberation. This is no beter than a decla-
ration that a revolutionary will never kill another human being:
there 1% a net loss of human life from te status quo while revo-
lutionaries pretend to take the moral high ronad.

Finadly, in the document’s “people of color™ and “Mother
Earth™ refercnces, the activists further the racial and gender
essentialism that undermines scientific approaches (o revolu-
tion and furthers the practice of attributing mystical qualities 1o
groups of people on the basis of biology. If some religions
refer 1o (e eanh as our “mother” then communists must be
critical of those religions, But MIM would not take action
against individuals upholding these religions provided they
don't foree their religion on other people.

Such essentialism is not a necessary part of revolutionary
environmentalism, although its advocaies may be progressives
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allies and — particularly in the case of First Nations - their

right to religioos and other beliefs is a8 crockl port of natons]

sell-detenmination,

The “Principles of Enviroamental Justice™ aside, Dowie has
provided a useful book in s exposing of Mainstream eoviron-
mental groups asmememh-enmnmnmhm Lhey are.

Mainstream environmentalism has #s rools a cenlury ago in
the “conservation” movement that began with white settlers
trying to prescrve their recreation grounds for vacations, humnt-
ing and shooting Jeep commercials, In other words, although
Dowie doesn't say this explicily, the “conservation™ of some
areas — a5 in the creation of the Mational Parks system — was
the otler hall of the policy of conguenng First Mations territo-
ry and extracting their resources; the I'wo were opposite sides
of the “gotta love "our” land™ imperialist culiure. The first con-
servationist groups - such as the Sierra Club - were all white
and exclusive; the Sierms required sponsorship from two
members 0 join(l)

The biggest environmental ofganizations now ane the Sierra
Club, the Natonal Wildlife Federation, te Natonal Awdobon
Society, the Nawral Resources Defense Council, the
Wildemess Society, Friends of the Earth, the National Parks
and Conservation Association and the Environmvental Defense
Fund. The “movement™ is among the biggest in erms of
maoncy amd buremcracy - and supported by a majority of vol
ers — although most “participants” do no more then send
checks and read the junk mail they pay for. Donations to envi-
ronmental groups in the U5, were almost $500 million in
194 () In recent years, however, mainstream environmental-
ism has been less dominated by giant nationnl organizions,
and more so by local and not-in-my-backyard (NIMBEY)
groups, National memberships are declining, while overall
donations are sill going up.d5) As we discuss below, me.
thinks this is great, with lintke foundation, ’

Dowic’s main criticism of “the natiomals” has be:eﬂ
their shameless tepdency (0 compromise with
big corporations and the government instead
of relentlessly resisting even 1o the point of
defeat. For cxample, Dowic details tse enden-
cies of so-called “third wave” environmental-
isls, those who are detlermined o make envi-
ronmentalism profitable for corporations,
Mavional Wildhile Federation President Jay
Hair typified this when he said: “Our argo-
menis must wanzlate into prodils, eamngs, pro- 1
ducuvur and economic incentives for indus- i
iry."(6) President Clinton was quick o see the
advantages of jumping on iz bandwagon, dec:lann,g
“Adam Smith’s invisible hand can have a green Wy
thumb,"(T}

In this vein, the Environmental Defense Fund cooked up the
scheme of “emission reduction credits” (ERCs), or the nghts

o pollute a certain amount. The government gave these for
free 1o power companics based on how moch they already pol-
luted. Then they counld buy more ERCs from other companies
if they didn®t wint o reduce thelr emissions, of they could sell
them if they cleaned up their act, 5o relatively clean compa-
nigs sell theirs to higher-polluting companies, which crestes

) "ho spods™ wiith Lotz of pollution = which fend o be in oo

nomically depressed areas,(B) Dowie comectly finds the pringi-
ple of a commaodities murket in pollution rights repugnant and
counter (o environmentalism.

That such schermes come from the “nationals™ is not surpris-
ing when one considers the sources of their support the deca-
dent Amerikan middle classes and wp-polluting multinational
corporations. Companies like DuPont, Chevron, Monzanto,
Mobil, and Waste Management (Mow WMX Technologies),
are “some of the largest environmental donors."(9) They give
money o organizations which use it to further their inlerests
under the polluted name of environmentalism:

“In 1991 Waste Management Inc. (since renamed WX
Technologies Inc.). & company that has broken reconds for
EPA fines and violatons, donated 51.1. million to environ-
mental organizations: $75.000 to the Mational Avdubon
Society (shorily after which WMI Prestdent Philip Rooney
jeined Auwdobon's board of direciors); 545,000 to the
Mational Wildlife Federation (on whose board WMX's cur-
rent CRO Dean Buntrock now sits) 525,000 1o the 'World
Rezources Institute; amd $100,000 1o the World Wildlife
Fund."{ 109

In the name of such paendo-environmentalism, the big orga-
nizations and companies promote the “success” stories of com-

MRDC'S “iNviRoNMINTALY offict: Creallng a cleaner image af
the imperialist's destructive core.
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pamies that have found ways W increase efficiency and profits
while cutting down on emissions.(11) This makes sense as far
a6 increased efficiency is bound 1o go aleng with less “waste”
in the immediate sense, But companies singled ot as such
spccesses are often multinationals thar prop up imperialism-
andd all its environmental and human destriction - net destroy-

—rs Of-humanity-and-coobogy-—white-for-profihiliy-and-FPR-

they redoce pollution in the united states,

Mo imperialist moltinational can escape culpability, even
when the chain of destruction i3 complicated. As Dowie points
oul. under “structural adjustment programs™ of the World
Bank and International Monetary Fund, countries have o
increase exports 1o make debt payments, That leads to “hastily
deployed, environment-aliering echnologies impored from
the industrialized world under the rubnc of free wrade."{12)
Then environmentalist “missionaries” from imperialist-country
groups accuse the locals of destroying the environment,
instead of blaming imperialism. In some ways, the chain is
even longer as dispossessed peasants, for example, contrbule
1o rain forest destroction in the search for arable farm kand. In
a fmous cartoon, a [at capitalisg in o himousing leans out the
window and yells at a peasmst who is chopping down a tnee,
“¥o! Amigo!! We need thal wree 1o protect us from the green-
house effect."{12)

The World Resources Instiute (WRI) leads in this mission-
ary condemnation of Third World practices, They declared in
one report that (he poor countrics were emitting s much car-
bon dioxide as the imperialist countries, a finding that was
credibly dispated by many other scientists. “As a justification
for environmental imperialism, it [the report] will surely be
psed to formulate aid and multinational lending policies for
years 1o come.” WRI is mostly corporate funded, and Clinton
Iater gave one of their officers a position in the State

Department.{13)
So Dowic is night (o say: “close exumi-
nation of almost any example of environ-

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

becanse of public opposition, be says, they decided to have a
meeting with the NRDC, who had opposed the drilling, as a
Last try.

— AL the meeting [DuPont-chairman. Edgar] Woolard told
[NRDC International Program Director Jacob] Scherr and

_[stall sttorney Rivbesi] Kennedy that because Ecuador was
an oil-dependent nation, drilling was inevitsble: if Conoco
didn’t drill there someone else would. The young lawyers
commenced private negotiations with Conoco, convinced
that it was betler o have Conooo do the drilling than anoth-
er firm. 'Without consulting the Huacrani people or the
appropriate Bcuadorian envirenmental organizations, Scherr
and Kenoedy sirock a deal: Conoco could drill en the
Huaorani reserve in petam for a $10-million donation o an
Ecuadorian foundation created by NRDC and 'Cultural
Survival, an indligenous-rights group based in Cambridge,
Mazsachusetis. Borador’s Fundacion Rio MNapo had linde or
no contsct with the Husorani people and had oo authority to
negotiate on their beball."(14)

And more recently, the World Wikdlife Federation “worked
with Chevron on constrection of an odl pipeling through the
wetlands of Papua New Guinea."(13) When the “environmen-
talists™ assumplions include the necessity of imperialism, then
such a denl makes perfect sense, Maybe Conoco would cause
less damage than another company, Given the social relations
involved, however the short-term ecologieal damage cannol be
the principal concem.

NIMBYs

The Love Canal toxic waste incident - featuring “an all-
American, white, middie-class suburb — wilh its poisoned chil-
dren and irate mothers” staned the NIMBY movement, and the

reborn Amerikan environmentalist movement.{15)

The main strategy of NIMBY environ-
mentalism, represented by literally thou-

sands of groups, is 10 hassle corporations
mental ﬂﬂsmiﬂilliﬂ the Sfl“llmﬂ"[ bemi- When the or local gowmn':inu imn:goinx some-
sphere uncovers the complicity [a 1wo- 4 " here ¢lse with their waste of construc-
gentle term, here -ed.] of a northern  ‘@nvironmentalist’ :;nmﬁ Dowie puts af- “The populist anti-
multineional corporation, In many cases, . toxi gvement has expanded exponen-
a mainstream American environmental assumpﬂnﬂﬁ u;:?;:d suceessfully chased waste ban-

organization will discover the problem
lisst and negolinle some sort of socommo-
dation with the violating corpora-
ton. (13}

include the
necessity of

dlers from county (o county and state o
state” Lois Gibbs, 4 Love Canal leader,
declares: “As a result tvere has not boen a
single new hazardous waste site opened

Dowic offers the example of an inci- . here in the iry in the last 10
dent in which the Natural Resources imperlallsm. 1:“:::- mm.?m pa.;“;.l:.; 1;1;“1:;; laws or
lefense Council, “mediated between then such regulations, without getting into the
Coroco anml the [-:maﬂnn_an government debate, we have stopped Lhe expansion of
aver controversial oll-drilling rights in the dEE'S make hazardous waste sites in this coun-

Anazon rain forest."(13) This was the
result af the NRDC deal. Afier the
P ults-owned Conoco was about ready
e cancel the Ecuadorian operation

perfect sense.

iry."(16) So, when il comes to hazandous
waste, it his nol been chased “from state
1o state,” as Dowie says, bul across
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nation-stale borders, which has not gone

The government also contributes 1o

completely unnticed. “Grassroots lead- The EPA admits national oppression in its enforcement of
ers, aware that toxic wasie has become a environment laws. In 1992 the National
major eaport of the industrialized coun- thme'fﬂurths Law Joumal did an m,m of environ-

tries, have also begun networking with
environmental nongovernmental organi-
wations” in the Third World, The result?

of toxic waste
— —dumps that

mental-lawsuits for the previoos seven
years, concluding that “penalties against
- poliution law violators in minority areas
are lower than those imposed for viola-

extend their acronym to NOPE (N On are out of %jn largely white areas,” Dowie says,
Planet Earth)."(17) average penally imposed by courts

Dowie does not explain the moral foan- com liance for violations of the Resource
dation behind a movement that first secks p Conservation and Recovery Act was
o remove the risks to iself, and then with federal 5335000 in white arcas and $55,000 in

attemps o stop the harm i has cansed o
others in the process. This also viclaes
the principal of NIMBY organizing,
which is completely predicated on the
protection of immediate self-interest,
especially home propey values, In fact,
MNIMBY movements, by opposing new
housing construction aleng existing water and sewer lines,
havve contributed 1o urban sprawl, the wistelul construction of
new infrastructare before existing capacity is met, and the
deterioration of their own local environments. Such is the
pecado-environmentalism of the parasitic dasses,

ENYIRONMENTAL NATIONAL OPPRESSION

Dowie is correct, however, that pollution is frequently
linked 1o national oppression (not his terms), and that ant-
sl environmentalism is the most progressive growing rend,
And anti-corporate and anti-government opposition along such
limess i well founded, as Dowie docoments. Black children
have much higher lesd levels in iheir blood than others, 1o clie
a prominent example, the adverse consequences of which are
still emerging. Also, the federal government's Environmenial
Prodection Agency (EPA) reported in 1992 that three-fourths
of wowic waste dumps that are out of complianee with federal
regulations were in Black or Lating neighborhoods. There ane
more than 2000 million wns of radioactive waste in “tilings
piles” on First Nation reservations, and Navajo teenagers have
17-times the u.s. average cancer rale affecling sex organs.
Furiher, 300,000 mostly-Latine agriculiune workers a year suf-
fer pesticide-related sickness, and pollution-induced asthma
kills five times s many Blacks as whites.(18)

One study by the Government Accounting Office found
macial bias in the siting of woxic waste dumps, Emelle, Ala., for
example, is bome of one of the biggest huardous waste Lnd-
fills, and it's 79% Black. The United Church of Christ did a
stucly that reached the same conclusion with more daty, “U0C
researchers also found that race, not income, was the primary
déterminant in siting polluting facilifics and that three oul of
the five largest commercial waste Landfills (accounting for
40% of the nation's garbage) were located in [Bllack or
Hispanic communities."(19)

regulations are
in Black or
Latino areas.
| primary determinant of bias.(20)

minorily areas. Moreover, under the
Superfund cleanup program, it ook 209%
longer 1o place abandoned hazardous-
wasle siles in communities of color on
the Mational Priority list than those in
white neighborhoods.” This study also
found that “race,” not income, was the

Dowie goes on. EPA didn't st o get lead levels lowered in
gasoline until the presence of lead was confirmed in suburban
children's blood, years after the problem among Black chil-
dren was known. The redoctions in gasoline lead are impor-
tant, but the remaining lead problems are mostly associated
wilth poor urban housing conditions. The EPA has also “con-
sistently” had no more than six people working on pesticide
spraying (which has Lating victims), compared with more than
50 people working on mdon (mostly white homeowner vie-
tims).

When a loxic crisis struck the white Love Canal and Times
Beach populaions, EPA moved them into new homes. Bul res-
idents in a serious cancer cluster among farmworkers in a
MeFarland, Cal. bousing project built on a pesticide dump got
nothing, Then, when the EPA set allowable levels of dioxin
discharge for Morthwest pulp mills, they based it on safety for
people who cal 6.5 grams of fish per day - even though they
knew that Firsi Mations and Asian-descended people in the
ares eat up o 150 grams per day, creating a cancer risk many
thousand times higher than e law sopposedly allows.(21)

Thus, Dowie is also correct (o point out the idealism behind
e ofi-repeated pseudo-environmentalist claim that “we" all
live in the same environment, so “we” are all in this togeth-
er{22) Well, even the oppressors face polential extinction
from pollution, but in the witty gritty of current contumination,
cnvironmental oppression goes hand in hand with other stroc-
tures of ineguality.

And so far, the rich have been pretty good at avoiding the
bl effects of their excesses. Even the growth of cances, for
example, has as yel not prevented oppressor groups from
increasing their life expectancics, Death rmtes from cancer in
the whole s, population increased by 22% for men and 30%
for wimmin from 1970 to 1991 {measured in deaths per
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100,000 popalation). bt the cancer death rates
fell for people age 25-54, so the increase in Uie
rates was all among older people. (23} During that
time the overall life expectancy for men and
women continued to go up, and-increased age
itself meant more people lived long enough o get

e has 1o be caused by increased environmental
(oxicity, ozone Liyer destruction or the like, this
has not reached the point of whittling away the
life expeciancy gains provided by improved
health care and living standards. Although some
kinds of cancer are more associated with poverty.
overall cancer rates are about 15% higher for
whites than for Blacks, and the white rate
increased slightly faater than the Black mte in the
1980s.(25)

GENOCIDAL PSEUDO~ENVIRONMENTALISTS
Some big environmental organizations are in
cahoots with the genocidal population people.
including the Federation for American
Immigration Reform (FAIR), which both
Audubon and EDF have worked with, There are
also activises in common between FAIR and the

WIPING OUT CRFRisSED MaTions: The pseudo-environmental movement harbors

genocidal tendencies in its ranks.

Sierra Club, Population has been a contested
issue among Sierra Club members, which eventually declared:
“Developing countries need to enlarge opportunities for their
own residents, thus incrensing well-being, eventually Jessening
popelation growth rates, and reducing the pressure 10 e
grate."(26) That mild-mavnered statement is belied by the real-
ity that, “in fact, popalation advocacy 13 now the highest-fuml-
e program in the club's budget.” Some chapters of the Sierma
Club were whites only untl a1 least 1959027}

The “environmentalist” movement has atiracted other out-
right genocidal activists, as well, such as “ecologist” Garrell
ardin, who wrote: “How can we help a foreign couniry to
cecape overpopulation? Clearly the worst thing we can do is
send food, ... Atomic bombs would be kinder. For a few
mnuments e misery would be acuate but it would soon come (o
i end for most of the people, leaving a few survivors w0 suffer
Heercafter."(28)

NAFTA

MIM did not oppose the Morth American Free Trade
Apcement (MAFTA) per se, bt instead opposes. imperializm
el Fighting vver one trade policy is very misleading as well
jin self-vefeating. And we pointed out that most NAFTA oppo-
Lt wits just chauvinistic protection of Amerikan jobs. Some
opsition was ar least comect to point out that “lree” wade
with Mexieo hurs most Mexicans. Some of the opposition was
covhimental, amd that was progressive o the extent that it
qooagized the pollution Amerikan companies cause in
Woxive, away from Amerikan lws. The environmental heav-

ies, however, wenl along with Clinton's promises (o use
MAFTA to improve the environment. Conservalion
International, the EDF, Audubon, the Mational Wildlife
Federation, md NRDC, and the World Wildlife Fand formed
the Environmental Coalition for WAFTA, and lobbied hard for

" iL(29)

The Austin American-Statesman reporis that NAFTA
“promises solutions 10 Mexico's environmental problems. Two
years later, Mexico's people are still waiting.”(30)

In Ciudad Juarez, on the border across from El Paso, “All
along the frontier, canals that feed the river run black with
sewage. The soil oozes with chemicals. The air is murky.
Thousands of peophe have fallen ill, and many have died, from
what doctors describe as pollution-related illness and dis-
case. (300

NAFTA promised more enforeement, and billions of dollars
for cleanup, but it hasn't happened, and more and more com-
panies ane coming 1o the border. EPA administrator and boar-
geois environmentalist Carol Browner said in the NAFTA
debate that there would be $8 billion in loans for cleanup.
Mexico has spent a few million of that, and atotad of 5120 mil-
lion over two years of their own money. The Amerikans
promised new wastewater treatment plants, but they haven't
been built or even started. (300

Again, MIM has 1o peint out that with or without NAFTA
Amerikan companies were going to Mexico and expropriating
Labor and land from the Mexican peophe for the benefit of
Amerika, and including rampant toxic devastation. NAFTA
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wiis @ burcaucratic arrangement that greased the wheels for

s mowvement, bt e e preteied WAFTA and would nol |

have ended without NAFTA,

However, with the pseudo-environmentalisis on board,
Clizden was able to.actually claim thit NAFTA would improve
the environment along the border, a farce that has been

_exposed among thgse who care o notice. During the debate,

Treasury Secretary Lboyd Bentsen hisd the nerve o say “T've
seen the babies bom with birth defects. The NAFTA package
gives us the ability (o assure that (these problems) will be
addressed."( 30

Clinton also said NAFTA would slow the rate of new
Amerikan companies in the maguiladoras zone, but instesd
there were 300 new applications in 1995, up 80% over 1994,
Even with NAFTA, the comprador government in Mexico-still
fus to entice companics 10 move there, and they still do it by
loose environmenil laws, and looking te oter way, NAFTA
didhn"t change that, despite the “sidebar accord™ on the environ-
ment that Clinton made such o big deal about including. The
government of Mexico last yer lessened environmental stan-
dhards for new factories,

In the Chilpancingo neighborhood of Tijuana, 25 children in
a community of 770 familics were bom with anencephaly
(being born without a full brain), as well as 10 other kinds of
birth defects. Chemicals from a giant industrial park flow
through the neighborbood, And there is a large lead dump
from an Amerikon compsny that used 10 recyele lead batteries
there. The Mexican government put 2 tarp over the dump in
1993, A local siudy found Chilpancingo’s creek had toxins and
eavy metals 10-times safe levels, Residents have no-nmning
water, and the creek leeches into their wells, (300

Unlike south of the border, when birth defects were noticed
in Brownsville, Texas, General Motors and two other compa-
nies responsible for pollotion across e rver were eventoally
forced 1o shut them up with a slim $17 million pay-off — a lot
less than the cost of cleanup, (300

Dowie i3 comect to point oot that the pseudo-environment:l-
ists helped pave the way for the increased destruction of
Mexican people amd resources by Amerikan companies by vig-
orcasly supponing NAFTA. In return, they got an “environ-
ment” friendly president indebled to them, which is worth a Jol
iy those in the bogus social movement industry,

ConcLuston

Dowie’s book contains information useful for exposing the
outright amti-cnvironmentalism of the peeudo-environmentalist
mainstream. As a radical critique he is nod as successful,
lihough he has some insights in that area as well, Typical of
potentially revelutionary environmentalism, however, he is (oo
concermed with gettng everyond in the united states belind (he
“mavement,” rather than realizing that the social context of
environmental destruction under imperialism calls for a troe
anti-imperialist struggle rather than a “big-tent™ reformist
movement hased on supposed comimon interests,

One of the tragedies of imperialist covironmental destraction
i5 That the system undermines the pedential unity among all
people that does exist al some level, Just as it is a tragedy to
have to kill encmy soldiers in a revolutionary war, $0 100 is it
sal that most members of eppressor nations will stick up for
the system-that - although much more harmful to the
oppriessed — also pollutes thelr own air, land and water.- A
materialist analysis of the envirommental crisis, one that does
not naively attempt o ranscend the social realities of class,
gender and naticnal oppression, makes it possible o see
through the tragedy 1o the beauty of a future sociely in which
thee oppression of humans and the destruction of their environ-
mend has been repliced — through necessarily violent and- pro-
longed processes - by a system without homan oppression that
is therefore free o develop new cooperative relationships with
other organisms as well. Only under such o system will the
environment cease 1o be the batdeground for warring Mctions
of humanity, to the infinite benefit of both.

MNades: 15 p, 129,

| Mark Dowie, Losing Grownd:
American Enviromnmentalizm
ar the Cloze of the Twenrieth
Century, Cambridge: MIT
Press, 1995, Page nambers
refer (o this book anless other-
wise indscated.

2. “Principles of Envirenanental
Justice™ is an appendix to the
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Review:

A Civil Action

| by Jonathan Harr e s

New York: Random House, 1995

Review by a comrade

Civil Action is an entertaining read for anyone with an
Ainbemt in corporate destruction of the environment

and the law. Jonathan Harr followed the case of
Anderson, ef al v. W.R. Grace, ef al n Wobum, Mass. aguinst
W R. Grace Corporation and Beatrice Foods starting in 1986,
throngh an extravagant discovery process, 5 months of trial,
lavish settlement meetings and the beginning of an appeal
process o write this noo-fiction account, The book is fascinat-
ing largely because what would seem 1o be cinematic exagger-
ation - lawyers spending tens of thouwsands of dollars 10 560 up
two-day meetings for 3 people, paying 390,000 for phiysical
exams of clients in the case, $1,300 for one day's worth of
depositions (adding up to expenses of $1,803,195.84 belore
the case wenlt to trial) and then expecting several millions of
dollars in payment at the end of the casework — is all docu-
mented and e,

A Civil Acrion explores in detail spme of the contradictions
of capitalism exposed by Amerikan Lw. The objective of the
law i% oatensibly 1o right social wrongs, w provide balance
among individuals® and organizations’ conflicting interests.
But lowyers who spend their lime petitioning for legal judg-
ments require money in exchange for Wheir Gme - 5o the pro-
ceedings then have 1o serve two purposes: right whatever is
wrong and remunerate the lawyers for their me. This means
than lawyers frequently decide which social wrongs o atiempt
1o st right acconding 1o which ones they think will yield ihe
biggest reward.

The legal process also acts oul some contradictions inherent
w0 capitafism. In this case, the pressure o dispose of waste
cheaply, to quicken the production process and decrease over-
hemd was the direct cause of environmental destruction. Under
socialist planned production, we will not see many cases like
this one in which producers have taken shorl culs 1o incredse
profits and are atlempting 1o avoid correcting their errors,
Under socialism, prodoction planning will take environmental
factors inte account and profit will not be the sole judge of
successful production, Instead, production for a healthy society
will be valoed,

The facis here are astonishing for being a product of First
World circumstance, The plaintiffs in Wobum werne poisoned
and then developed cancer and died mostly within 10 years of
when they had first gotten sick, In Amerika we are used (0 see-
ing people poison themselves inentionally with cigareties and
with fat- and preservative-filled foods among other causes, But

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

we do not freguently notice people poisoned by their drinking

" water becanse pollutanls @¢ S0 regularty expord o the Third —

World o get around environmental resirictions desigoed 1o
protect the imperialist country citizens.

In reading accounts like this one, MIM focuses not on the
horrors of the individual medical accounts, but on the industri-
&l context in which they occur. Under imperialism, the highest
stage of capitalism, the unequal distribution of wealth occurs
evermone along national lines, as does the unequal distribution
of labor and of daunage 1o the environment. So while socialist
planning would demand an accounting of total resounces and
direct stresses 1o the places that could most casily bear them,
capitalism simply uses and destroys the areas which are far-
thest from its center of operations. The capilalists use up the
resources which are not in Weir own backyards and swve their
own immediate suroundings — partly i response (o labor aris-
tocracy demands. This is conscious planning on the pan of
imperialist administrators @ not mere accident. The fact that
people in the First World clearly have the capacity to buy and
iherefore use more polluting resources than people in the Third
Waorld should make this clear: someone is making sure thal
pollution is separated from consumplion.

SOCIALISM — NOT PERSOMAL INJURY LAW

Personal injury law, while it can shed light on scme nasty
goings on in (he corporate world, is an oddly decadent out-
growth of the Amerikan legal system. It has some romantic
potions attached - personal injory lawyers usually work on a
conlingency basis, collecting fees based on their expenses and
a percentage of the award in the case only when they win. This
arrangement gives personal imjury lawyers the appearance of
doing legal work for “lree”™ for people who can’t afford
lawyers, and going up agninst big nasty corporations in favor
of less privileged people. But in the end, the law is sel up o
focus on big rewards, not on long-lerm assisiance 0 poor
people.

MIM does not look to the Amerikan legal system (o comect
capitalism’s mistakes or o mitigate thé harm it does to the
masses. We devote our lime and resources 1o building indepen-
dent institutions of the oppressed and to supporting the just
anti-imperiatist struggles of oppressed people the world over.
We know that only a dictatorship of the proletariat - of the
majumymrlhemlm:ily—ﬁnﬂlwmuxpahmmdw
capitalism and goard against it for the future. MIM calls on all
people concerned with environmental destruction and imespon-
sibility to work with us w0 buikd organizations thal can seize
proletarian power and restore and protect the environment for
the world's people.
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Imperialists

ress people & the environment

Population control

by a comrade

he population control movemeni has gained more and |

maore support among both the mainstream and among

people who consider themselves progressives, feminists,
and environmentalists, This movement is not just led by impe-
rizlist institutions and politicians, It has a mamstream political
agenda that gives imperialist nation people a target for the ills
of the world that is nowhere near their own backyard,
Population control logic says the biggest problem in the world
today is population growth and most problems of the world —
including environmental destruction and povesty - would be
addressed il we were able 1o stop or even neverse this growth.

The population conwrol movement has the support of the

imperialist government agencies and non-govermmental politi-
cal groups, This has led 1o the exclusive focus of on
reproductive control, Between 1969 and 1991, the United

Mations Family Planning Association gave 1.6% of its total
assistance (o the general area of wimmin, population and
development, compared o 45.7% given to family planning
programs.( 1), For years the pseodo-environmentalist groups
like the Awdubon Sociely, the Sierra Club and the Mational
Wildlife Federatbon have been running population control pro-
grams, [n the carly 1990z, the wholezale buying up of the pop-
ulation control agenda among the pseudo-feminists and the
environmental mainstream is well ilustrated in the ransforma-
tion of the International Planned Parenthood Federation's
(IPPF) magazine People imo People and the Planet, a venlure
comsponsored by the UNFPA, Audobon, USAID, Earthwatch,
Interational Institution for Environment and Development,
Family Health International, the Population Council, the
World Wide Fund for Mature and & nomber of otbers.(1) Even
hack in the 1970s organizations such as the National
Organization for Women (NOW) and the National Abortion
Rights Action Leagoe (NARAL) refused to join the struggle
for strict federal regulation of sterilization at a time when the
sterilization was being grossly abused targeting poor
oppressed-nation wimmin,(2) NOW and NARAL recognized
that this was nod an issoe of importance (o their mostly white
mickile-class constiteency.

This movement has effectively divened many potentially
progressive people from looking at the rool cavse of the
world's most pressing problems (war, starvation, theft,
exploitation, ¢tc.): imperialism. Because of the progressive
lace this movement aiempts o pul on, ani-imperialists most
expose populalion contred as not only an ineorrect strategy for
fighting imperialism, but in fact a5 2 strategy that leads (o
genocide and national and gender oppression, srengthening
the: patriarchy and imperialism,

WORLD PROBLEMS AND CAUSES

Huncer

Hunger is one of the main things people focus on when they
say there are wo many people in the world. Populaion control
advocates say that we just can’i feed all the people we ane pro-
docing. Each day, 35,000 children die from hunger-related
causes.(3) But the world produces enough for everyone to have
2,500 calories a day, 150 maore than the basic minimum.(4) We
know that production technologies are improving all the time
and we do not yet have reason 1o believe there is an upper lmit
to human creativity and ability 1o provide for ourselves,

Instead, hunger results from poor distribution of resources,
For example, in the Philippines most people live in rural aneas:
104 of the population owns 90% of the land, Seventy-percem
of the rural people eam too linde to afford an adequate diet
Two-thirds of them wre landless or sharecroppers.(4)

CONSUMPTION AND POLLUTION

Population control advocates also lite o talk about destruc-
tion of the environment. But the cause of most environmental
destruction is the over consumption and pollotion of the impe-
rialist countrics and their multinational corporations, The poor
people in the Third World who have the most children con-
tribaite the least to this problem.

A few facts about imperialist consumption and pollution:

* In 1991, ULS, citizen-consaumers spent more on jewelry and
watches (83001 billion) than on federal food and nutrition
assistance ($28.5 billion) or the entire Gross Domestic Prodoct
of 20 low-income countrigs in the world,

* Gilobal military expenditures are estimated at 5767 billion
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for 1994 — more than the il income of the poorest 45 per-
cent of the workl™s populEtion.

+ The U.8. spends $35 billion on Advanced Weapons
Research and Development. The world total spent on this is
F50 pillion,

« Industrial countries include only 20% nl’ the world's
people but consume 80% of il rescurces,

* Wealihy people. mosty in indusirial nations, make up
about one-Niflh of e workd"s popalation. They control 85% of
its income and consume T of its energy, 75% of ils metals
and #5% of its wood. They produce two-thirds of all green-
house gases and 90 percent of oeone-depleting chloroflucro-
carkwns,

« People in the UL5. spend more (an 37 billion per year on
lawen care alone: which uses chemacals that contribute directly
to water pollution, selid-waste disposal problems, and air pol-
luticn.

+ Each person in the UL, wes an average of 24 barrels of ofl
per year, compared to 12 in Europe, and 1 in Africn.(4)

+ 40% of grain produced and 40-60% of fish caught ane fed
1o livestock (5)

= In the 115, 3,616 calories are produced for each person
cach day. Sumplus food sits in storage, wailing (or prices (o go
up. Enough food is stored (o give everyone in the 115, 50
pmmds of dairy products.(6)

1. "Ihl Politics of Women. Popolation and the Environment in the
1990, by Betsy Haruman p. 3, from LUNFPA 1991 Report.

2. Sojourner, Seplember 1994, pa7

X, Munger 1994 Trangforming the Palitics of Henger, Bread Tor ibe
Workl Institate, 1993

4. Hunger 1995: Couses of Hunger, Bread for the Weald Institate
1994,

5. Dier for a Small Maner,

6. Exploding the Hunger Myths, by Senja Willaams, Institute for Food
and Development Policy, San Francisco. 1987.

Joln MIM’s Book-of-the-Month Clubl
You send a book a month to us, we send a book
a menth to prisoners. Mo gimmicks. Or use our
altemative plam: you send us a miltlon doliars,
we send a book to eacH of the million prisoners
held in Amerka’simperallst dungeons. Choose

from a wide selection of Mandst classics, Chinese
histery, & revolutionary Black, Latino & First
Mation literature.,

THEM WRAP T UP AND MAIL IT TO:
PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, M1 48106-3576, or
PO Box 29670, Los Angeles, CA 90029-0670.

Review

P0pulat|on
Out of the
Equation

H. Patricia Hynes
%93 "

review by a comrade

“This book atiempis 1o lay the groundwork for an aliemative
way of looking at “the population problem,” published oppor-
tumely in time for the world population summit in Cair. This
is o good task and one that should be taken seriously.
Unfortumately, this book falls short on some crucial questions
of reformulating the formula popularized by the reactionary
populiion control advocates Paul Ehelich and Jobn Holdren.
They said:

Environmental Impact = Momber of People ® goodefperson
+ pollution/giad

This is called “1=PAT,” where 1 is units of pollution,

Civerall, this book suffers from an abundance of detoric and
a lack of facis, The formulations are intriguing, and indeed
Hynes makes some good arguments for sdding in other com-
ponents o IPAT, but ullimately she fails o persuade the readcr
why population shoald not be o pan of [PAT because it lacks
substantial arguments,

The book does a good job pointing out the role of the mili-
tary in destroving the environment and 1his information is ose-
ful. It also comectly points oul that ofien the indigenoas people
who are criticized as the worst destroyers of the environmen
are in fact helping or at Jeast living in relative harmony will
their surmoundings. Here Hynes adds in some important Lo
10 [PAT with persuasive arguments and [acts.

The book also takes the correct approach of saying “Hls
don’t solve themszelves, people solve them®™ (p. 37

| Unfortunaiely, this correct approach tums ints a Biakogy-is-

destiny arguament as Hlynes goes on o argue that becase nen
in power have systematically destroyed the cavioomment
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musi be in men's “nature.” She goes =0
far as to quote Virgink Woolf sayimg that
il is pot wimmin's mature o fight. This is
a grossly ahistorical argument and one
that damages the overall impact of the
book, What about Margaret Thatcher?
What about Corazon Aquino? What about
the many other wimmin who were

We need to pay
attention to the
role that white
—-wimmin-play-in-

least, we can say that wimmin do spend a
fot gn luxory items — fancy clothing,
makeup, oys, cars, e, So again Hynes
needs to provide some information o
back up her claims,

Overall Hynes i3 correct, population

_should be taken oot of (he equation = pop-

ulation growith is a result of other mone

albowed 1o accede © power caly o use it Pﬂpu]ﬂtiﬂﬂ important Gxctors. But Hynes does nol go
in spmelimes more repctionary ways than very far with this argument. People need
their male predecessors? It simply is nota contml. to understand that population growth

question of the nature of men and wim-
min, it is a question of the system within which they work.

Hynes supports her arguments about the nature of wimmin
by defining wimmin as a class (p. 39). She does try o0 demon-
sirte why this is orue with o few facts discussed below. She
guedes the United Nations 1980 figure saying that wimmin
own anly 1% of the wealth in the world, This is o prety nac-
curate formulation resulting from incorrect male-centered
accounting on the part of the TN, Jost wking the ownership by
wimmin in the United States this figune could not be correct,

Early on in the book Hynes says, “That the majority of the
betom 20 percent of the workd's poor ane women of color and
their children (the P of concem), and the majority of the wp 20
percent of the world's afffvent are white men {the AT of con-
cern) is nod poted in IPAT™ (p. 11} This quote is problematic
in a number of ways, First and most imporantly it does not
offer any sowurce or frcts for the reader o reference, How do
we know who the magorily of the boltom 20 percent are? The
pepolaton comtrol fanaics are constantly throwing around
impressive sounding numbers, and o properly refute them we
must first be clear about our own facts and offer evidenoe o
hack up what we are saying. Pechaps it is troe that the majority
of the botiom 20 percent are wimmin and children while the
magority of the top 20 percent are white men. But this is too
simplistic a formulation.

In the First World in particular we need to be careful o pay
atention o the role that white wimmin are playing in advocat-
ing population control. This is in the economic interest of
white wimmin as much as 1t i white men in the U.S.
Similorly, men in the Third Waorld are not only a pant of those
who make up the “botiom,” but they are also the objects of
popalation control coercion (something Hynes does mention in
passing)h. The Lk of economic amd social power of Third
Workl men is a serions problem that contributes to all of the
greater global problems Hynes hopes o auddress. The statement
above unnecessarily dismisses the imporance of examining
the role of wealthy white wimmin snd poor Thind World men,

Going further with her arguments aboot biology and nature
Hymes writes, “Income is 2 summogate for consumption, and, we
can only conclude that women consume less than men propor-
tional to income” (p. 39). This sentence, taken in comext, does
not make sense. There is no evidence o suggest that this is
e [t may be, but the logic does not hear it oot Tn the 115, at

changes when economic and social condi-
tions change. In practice we can point (o examples of
decreased popelation growth and improvements in environ-
mental conditions as a resolt of a maore equitable distabation of
wealth and health care and fairer trestment of wimmin, Buot
rather than deal with real world examples Hynes chooses the
mare sunplistic formuolation of “Zero Patriarchy.” Indeed this
is a great goal, But Hynes" arguments for why this should be
our endpoint are leking both in substance and in direction. As
was pointed out above, the premises for Hynes' patrigrehy-first
argument don't kave the necessary focteal background o offer
a persuasive argument. She may be right that attacking the
patriarchy is the best thing we can do 1o help the environment,
bat 1o make such an argument Hynes needs o offer some con-
vincing facts on why the patriarchy is principal and why other
things, most unportantly popelation, but in addition nation and
class, ane nod.

MIM disagrees with Hynes that attacking the patriarchy as
the principal enemy right now is the most effective way (o
fight environmental destruction, We attack imperialism as the
most important cause of environmental destruction as well as
the best way (o fight the patriarchy becavse in the world moday
imperialism is the driving force behind the oppression and
exploitation of the people and the destroction of the environ-
ment for prafil.

Hynes is offering us a very good formulation in saying that
we need 1o target the altimate causes of environmental degra-
dation, The cavses she leaves us with are patriarchy, consump-
tiom and technology. She correctly notes that consumption is &
problem in the context of centain economic models, and simi-
larly technology is a problem only in cerfain comext. But
Hynes" altermative model seems to be “aholish patriarchy”™ and
in this she falls shon of offering us a good argument. Although
it iz somewhat cudated, the wroduction o Betsy: Hartman's
book Reproduciive Rights and Wrongs, i which Hartman cor-
rectly lays down an argement against population control as
accomplishing anything for the environment or the people,
provides an excellem allemative 1o Hynes' book, As a source
of historical information about population control, Hartman's
beok is the best out there and for anyone interested in more
information about this subject it is well worth reading.

Motes: Reproductive Rights and Wrongs, by Betsy Hartman. Harper

anid Row: Mew Yook, 1987,
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Pop control is people control

In MIM Notes 92 (Sepr. 1994), MIM
Notes ran a series of ariicles aganst the

_population conirpl movement, as the

movement [ook center stage al the
Conference on Population in Caire that
year. MIM Theory reprints these articles
here because population corirol remmns
high on the agenda of all prewdo-envi-
rosumentalisn. -ed

reprinted fromm MIM Notes 92,
September 1994

cople who wanl o save humanity
Pand the environment by reducing
the number of people are hurking

up the wrong tree, But they're also play-
ing into the hands of imperialists who

wand (o control the people, not just the
population,

_When you think of the population “eri-

sis,” think of a slave ship. The advocales
for population control would look at a
slave ship and say that the reason the
slaves are starving and dying of pre-
ventable discase is because there ane (oo
many of them on the ship, '

MIM, on the other hand, would ask:
“Who decided how much food o bring
along and who gets it, what © do shoat
medical care, how o ammange the living
cuarters™ And we woold ask: “Where is
thiz ship goang, and why?”

I's not the population of the planetl =
or of e slave ship - that determines (he

fate of its inhabitants. 1t's the social rela-
tions under which they live,

_IF the resources of the planet were
usl in @ rational way o meet the needs
of the people on it, and if the political
power of the people was used to change
the course of ils development, then pop-
ulation itself would fade as a central
issue,

But the population control zealots and
Useir imperialist backers are using this
issue 1o further their ambition: control
the world’s oppressed, keep them in
check and keep them at work, producing
the wealth and decadence that surrounids
us in Amerika.

~MC12

Environmental crisis

Imperialism, not population

reprinted front MIM Naotes 92, Seplember 1994

Never before have the pressures of an exparding population
been se clear—from water shortages and deforestation 1o
increased hunger and poverty.

-Zero Population Growth

FEACTIORIrY Fesearch organization

Preamble to the 1994 Conference on Population in

Cairo announces that the leaders of the world ane in “gen-

eral agreement” that environmental degradation is linked 1w

population growth.(1) But this lie s exposed by the facts that
the imperialists use o justily their claims.

The environmental crisis is composed of global, regional
andd local prodtems, each witli their own origing, An analysis of
these various “lile crises™ shows that popalation growth is not
the cause of environmental degradation,

GLOBAL PROBLEMS

The United States alone consomes nearly 25% of the glohal
energy used, Per person, Amcrikans consume 135 times as
much energy as the average person in the Third Word (2)
Because the huming of fossil fuels is one of the principle con-
tributors o carbon-dioxide production, the resulting “green-
howse effect” is largely a product of the First World,

To the extent that Third Waorld energy consumption has

increased, it is largely connected o prodoction for First World
markets and companics. First World over-consumption and
decadence — not Third World peoples = need (o be termingted.
The same is doubly true of ceone layer depletion. Cars with
air conditioning, refrigerators and indostrial processes which
employ chloroflorocarbons, are mostly located in the First
World or in imperialist-controlled sectors of prodoction.

REGIONAL PROBLEMS

Ackd rain is perhaps the best example of a regional environ-
mental crisis, It too, is largely the product of First World
industrialism, affecting the surface waler and forest resources
of First World countrics, While (his might change if coal con-
sumplion in countres like China increases (coal burning
rebeases sulfuric acid, the chemical responsible for the forma-
tion of acid rain), at preseot ae3d rain is a First World problem
that has no business being included in the discussion of
“aoceplable”™ sizes of Third World population,

Desertilication, surface water and aquifer depletion, forest
destruction, and other forms of regional degradation are all
complex problems which are over simplified when popalation

- control advocates blame Thind Workd peoples for these prob-

lems,
For example, desertification in the Sabelian region of Africa
has been linked o human activities like the search for ever
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scarcer fuel wood. However, the imperialists ignore that much
of the wood in countries like Senegal is used 10 make charcoal |
for Third World urban markeis. And large portions of
Senegal's water supply has been used for export-oriented
et and cotton crops since the 197033 — - -

Likewise, rainforest destruction is generally the work of
cither- multinational-copitalist-companies,or_the tast-ditch sur-
vival effiarts of the peasants macde landless by those companies
ang the countrses that back thean up.

LocaL PROBLEMS

Laocal problems like low-lying air pollution, hazardous waste
contamination, and so on, kave hstorically been First World
affairs, This is changing rapidly with the imperialist orchestral-
ed industrialization in countries like Mexico, Braxil, and India,
Overwhelmingly, local problems as stressors on the environ-
ment are more closely correlated w the indosirializition and
oiher chemical mtensive forms of production, like agriculiure.
These too, are mostly a product of imperialism and the profil
maotive - not of populition growth,

The majority of the problems associated with the “environ-
mental crisis™ have very lile o do with e growth of homan
popalation, bul instead have far mose o do with the mode of
production. and lifestyles of imperialist countries, whose
affects far cutweigh thelr nombers.

Population controllers say over-populition is responsible for
every stressor, erists and environmental ill. The bourgeoisic is
irying to duck the Mame by dumping it on the poor, It is the
task of revolutions to pot the biame were it belongs: on the
capitalist system, And then wark to el it
Motes:
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‘Smokescreen to
exterminate

Third World
reprinted from MIM Notes 92, September 1994

by MIM associates and comrades
Impm'ialiﬂs and their lackeys are gearing up for the 1994

Interational Conference on Population and Development, o
be held in Cairo, Egypt Seplember 5-13 [1994 —ed]. They
claim that the Third Woeld is too poor [or more people, and the
conference is 1o plan the decade’s siralegy.

Don't be foobed by the grim Malthusian picture being paint-
ed by the imperialists and their media. There is no “population
problem.” The Third World masses are not destroying the
Farth throogh overpopulation. Imperialism, principally 1.5,
imperialism, is the real problem facing the majority of the
world's people. Population control is just another way o con-
trol Third Warld peoples.

POPULATION CONTROL = CONTROLLING THE PEOPLE

The Cairo Conference will mark an intensification of efforts

"t conirol the masses. who have an interest in revolution. The
United States, planning o spend $585 million in 1994, is the
largest contributor 10 population control projects. Population
Action International estimates that ancdher $3.5 billion is need-
cd annually from the First World. (1) Third World nco-colonies
currently spend $3.6 hillion.(2) Until now, the imperialists
have been oo thrifty to spend more than a combined $1 bil-
lio.(1) Cairo may change the First World's prioriies.

Diespite the “shomage™ of funds, population control has
increased in recent years. In 20% of couples in the Third
Warld where the woman is in her child-bearing years, the
woman has been sterilized, Thineen percent of women use
IUDs.(3) By 1976 24% of all Mative Aumerican women had
been sterilized, and by 1986 35% of all women in Puerto Rico
were sterilized. Most of this is done without the knowledge or
comsent of these women, with the knowledge and funding of
the 11.5. government.(4)

Other forms of “permanent birh controd,” like Depo-provera
and Norplant, receive increasing atlention from (amily plan-
ning research and development. Under the guise of woman's
empowenment, they promete forms of birth control that reduce
reproductive discreton,

" OPPOSE IMPERIALISM, NOT POPULATION
The population control view sees the Third World as poor

because it is overpopulated. The bourgeois apologists say that
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there just isn't enough food produced or wealth created for ths
many people 1o survive, Marxists instead look at the flow of
value from the kaboring masses (o the exploiling and parasitic
classes, and expose the population controllers,

First, the workd produces encugh food 1o feed more than the
currend populaton, but the mternational divizion of labor

-ensures that-almose-one-fifih are chronically undernour- |

ished (5) Imperialism, through the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund (and the military when neces-
sary), forces Third Waorld countries to stop subsistence farming
and switch to cash crops for export, while importing food. The
imperialists and the comprador classes get wealthy from this
arrangement. The First World working classes also benefit in
the form of subsidies on food. The labor of coffes, sugar, cot-
tom, frwit and mineral producing musses make life what it is for
teese millions of parasites,

Bot are the poor living standards of the majority of the world
also atrributable o imperialism? Yes, The imperialists fund
and instigate the wars fought on Third World soil. The imperi-
alists exiract the wealth that could create a better socicry, and
politically and military retand political progress.

Saying that population is the biggest danger o the world
todday plays right into the imperialists bands. This allows
people to ignore issves of equity, explodiation, patriarchy, and
the role of imperialism in perpetoating a system that makes it
impossible for a majority of the world's peopls 1o adequately
feed, house, and provide health care for themselves.

Forty thousand children—most of them in the Third
World—die every day from preventable cawses.(1) First Waorld
countries spent 5789 trillion in 1988 alone.(2) Three-quariers
of illnesses in the Third World result from unsafe water and
poor sandtation. Ruth Sivard estimates that $12 billion would
solve that problem.(3) But the imperialists aren'l interested.

EXPOSE “WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT™ LIES

The Cairo conference gives significan space o acknowledg-
ing gemder oppression. In fact, o read the list of things the
LN, wanis to see happen, you would think they were seriously
thinking aboat abolishing patriarchy by 2015, However, like
the 1992 Rio summit and the TN"s Decwde of the Woman, this
conference is full of cheap, pseudo-feminist talk, MIM uses
the erm peeodo-feminist because the LN, has no imention of
abolishing patriarchy or moving twwands gender equality. The
LN, is using the language of helping women (o specifically
target them (or increased oppression.

When the LN, was & sounding-board for anti-Amerikan pol-
itics on the part of socialist states and Soviel neo-colomies, it
wok more of a feminist positon, and e United States often
opposed it. Now, with Amerika's incrensed hegemony in (e
LLN., it has taken a turn {or the worse.

The ULN. notes the severe oppression of Third World
women, For example, (wo-thinds of the 960 million illiterate
adults are women.(6) They also report the types of work and
long hours that wommen work. The ULN. calls for full equality

for women, increased women's role in politics, universal pri-
mary education, ¢liminating legal barriers to equality by 2015,
stopping violent and sexwal abuse, ete. all by the year 2015,
MIM zays those are all worthy goals, bul the only concrele
actions proposed by the ULN, involic more popalation contral,

Wamen throughout the world want greater aocess (0 8 varicly
of contraceplive choices - o .reproductive control - but
oppressed women need palitical power, resources, food, health
care, shelter, sanitation, and other necessities for survival.
Imposing popubation cootrod on Thicd Workd women while and
not addressing these oaher shortages will only increase suffering.

The situation of Third World women is dire. Each year,
502,000 women die from childbinth, complicaions or Eegal
abortions: 904% of twose are Third World women. In Northern
Europe, nine or 10 out of every 100,000 women die in child-
birth; in Miger and other paris of West Africa, 700 of gvery
100,000 women die from childbinh.(7)

The types of population control being promoted expose the
shallowmess of the UN'"s “feminism.™ The trend in birth control
research is towards technologies that are virtually irreversible.

Since 1981, Norplant has been insened in 1o the arms of
about hall a million Indonezian women alone.(T) Both TUDs
amd Norplant require medical personnel and sterile conditions
to remove. If 8 woman is suffering side effects — especially
common with Morplant — or wishes to have children, she must
convince, and possible pay, a doctor (o remove the devices, If
she can get to a doctor.

Health comditions are poor in the Thind World, increasing
the risk of complications with birth control. Women are not
always told of possible side effects, and they may encounter
economic or physical resistance 10 having their birth control
removed prematurely.(8)

Becanse the imperialists inlerests are opposed o women, it
i even more imponant thal women retain control over their
bodkies. This means access (0 resources, and it means ability Lo
reverse their decisions, The only people being “empowered”
here are the imperialists,

IMMIGRATION

The imperialists expose themselves when they talk about
immigration as a result of “over-population.” First World
people are particularly concerned about the immigration of
poar peaple into their wealthy societies. The UN. Population
Fund estimates that 100 million people are oo the move, fee-
ing war or explodtation. (9

The 1.5, National Report on Population, prepared for the
Cairo conference openly admits Amerika's hatred of the pooer.
Amerikans ranked immigration second as a “serious problem
of the fwmere,” and residents of Southern Califomnia and similar
places with a high number of non-white immigrants ranked it
first. (10}

Immigration scares Amerika, so it militarizes the border
with its exploited neighbor 1o the south.(11) Unable to stem
the tide, the next skep is to reduce the numbers at the source,
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through population control. Amerika has no interest in ending
e wars or cConomic explolEnen 6 chise people to Teave
their homes beciuse Amerika's very weallh is built upon this
Third Workd misery.

Haiti is an excellent exmnple. Timothy Wirth, -the State-

Department Undersecretary for Global Affairs, and champion
of population contmd, spoke at a winler Wwo meeting spon-
sored by the U8, Network for Ciro “04. He used Haiti as an
example of a country that had oo luge of a population o be
sustained economically, Instead of addressing the canses of
Haitian oppression (U.S.-backed dictatorship), be proposes
limiting the number of Haitians,

SELF-RELIANCE

Wirth also used the recent invasion of Somalia o promoie
population control, According to the bourgenis media, Somalis
WETE stirving last yenr because they wene 0o stupid to control
their twn numbers or stop tear own wars,

Western mamipulation of the Somali economy weakened its
ability 1o feed iself. The wars funded by U5, military aid
made that sk more dilficult. Then scores of non-
tal organizations, hacked up by the U5, and UN. mllllary
dumped wons and tons of food on Somalia, destroying the
domestic food production economy. Unul the imperialists can
be ousted from Somalia, the masses will contnoe o need U8,
“and”™ now that their economy has been destroyed. By control-
ling the numbers of Somalis, Wirth and the 115, hope w pre-

SOCIETY REVOLUTION

serve the ahility o extract surplus, while preventing anti-impe-

rialist revolution.

The imperialists have a difficult wsk ahead, They need ©
extend the life of a dying system by increasing profits from the
Third World, but they need to control the numbers of the revo-
lotipnary classes. To carry out this evil plan, they need pro-
gressives do be fooled inte believing that population sontrol is-
“helping™ people.

The imperialists are an enemy; nod a friend. We expose (he
enemy, then we destroy them.

Mates:

1. Los Angeles Times 92193, p. He.

2. Wall Strect Journal 5717593, p. Al3,

3. United Nations, "Review and appeaizal of progress made towards
the implementation of the world population plan of action.” 3/1/04,
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Population control in the US

reprinted from MIM Notes 92, Seprember 19594

Papalur.‘u:nu control is a weapon used against the oppressed

within U5, borders as well. In this country, racism,

cogenics aml. forced stenlization have all been justified

in the name of worhen's rights and aid o the poor. The intro-

duction of new “reproductive wechnologies,” specifically
Morplant, has allowed the imperialists (o expand their reach.

Population control in general, and Noeplant in particular, is a
continuation of the anperialist’s atempls o control oppressed
peophe.

Morplant i a relatively new binh control drog that makes a
woman sterile for five years, It consists of six twbes that must
be inserted under the skin by a doclor, The lubes must be
removed afler five years or if the woman wishes (© stop the
drug"s effects. Only a doctor or other trained person can
remove the tubes,

This form of binth control is promoted more because, unlike
the pill, there is no pill w0 forget. This gives elfectivencss (o
people considered unreliable, or o those hostile o the drug.
The drug is dangerous (o those with diabetes, liver disorders,
blocd clots, breast cancer, high blood pressuse, heart or Kidoey
disense, and to smokers.(1) Five hundred women, with 50,000
more expected, have entered a class-action suit agaimst the
manufacturer (2}

Morplant was originally ested on hundreds of thousands of
Third World women, often without their consent or under-
standing of what was involved. It was originally hailed as a
convenient new method for nch women, but since the bad side
effiects started coming out, it has been used more a5 a means of
coerced popualation control,

Morplant is provided for free through Medicaid in most
stites, although its removal is not, unless medically neces-
sary.(2) In 1991, Logisiana state Rep. and former Ko Klux
Klan leader David Duke introduced legislation pushing
Morplant use for women on welfare.(3) Twenty states have
now introheced legislation linking wellfare (o Norplint ose(2)
Some of these proposals would have provided a material
mcenlive o use Norplant. Al lenst mne of the states proposs
requiring it for benefits.(4)

Morplant is also distributed in some gheoo high schools, In
the primarnily Latine San Fernande High Scheol in Califomin,
Morplant has been distributed since September 1993 .(5)
Norplant is also distributed in the primarily Black school dis-
trict of Baltimore, and is extensively marketed on First Mation
reservatons. {1} gy bR =5 cami i

~ Target: Internal colonies

PunImve use

MNorplant bas also been used by judges in exchange for plea
bargains or as conditions for parole, The stated reason is
prodect the children, This is merely window dressing for an
anti-oppressed mation, anti-poor effor.

A proposed law in Ohio would have required women con-
victed of drug use while pregnant 1o undergo drug trestment,
to be sterilized, or to participate in a five-year birth control
peogram. This is not o pro-child policy, but a plan inended 1o
target Black women. Dvug use by pregnant women is a5 preva-
Ient or mose prevalent in white women, yet Black women are
10 times more likely to have their woxicology reports umed
over o govermment officials.(6)

THE BIG PICTURE

Population control has entered a new phase both globally
and within the United States: the pseudo-feminist phase.
Owertly anti-woman plans are no longer acceptable, Mew
forms of coercion are packaged in words like “cholce™ and
“freedom™ but linde has changed.

Planned Parenthood's ancestor, the Birth Control Federstion
of America, is credited as a birnth control pioneer, but it was
explicitly a eugenics movement. They claimed Blacks were
“breed[ing] recklessly” and were “that portion of the popula-
tion least imelligent and fir, and least able to rear children
properly.”(T)

In the 1950, women in the ULS, coloay of Puerto Rico were
used as guinca pigs (o test the new binh control pill (8) By
1982, 24% of Black women had been sterilized, 35% of Poerio
Rican women, and 42% of indigenous women,

“The scope of UL, population control ¢fforts aimed a1 inter-
nal cojonies may shift slightly due to different technologies or
1o differenl bourgeois needs for the proletarian workforce, but
the trend remains consistent. Regardless of the rhetoric about
expanding women's choices, if a decent standard of living is
not one of the “choices” then everything else is coercion.
Moles: 6. Bemrien, Yale Joanal of Law
1. Amicus Joumal Winter 1904, anil Feminiam 1990, p. 468

P29, 7. Linda Gordon, Woman's
1. USA Today T/15/94, p. ALS. Body, Woman's Right, New
3. Washington Post 52991, p. ¥ork: Grossman Publishers,

Ald, 1976, p. 332
4, lz.:mﬁng:lnﬂmmlp 8 Tu.e Independent 971994, p.

._.‘-sWuhmgbﬂl Times 12193, p.
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MIM has learned many lessons regarding the role of revolutionary environmentalism from the theory and
practice of the Communist Party of the Philippines. Our publication of the following document reflects that
deb. In the pages that follow, MIM Theory presemts a MIM photo essay on environmental conditions in the

Philippines. -ed.

‘Onthe Issue of the

Environment in the World
and in the Philippines

By the International Department
Central Committee

Communist Party of the Philippines
31 March 1995

This article first appeared in Rebolusyon, Number 2, Series
1995, April-June, English Edition.

wring the last more than two centuries, the bourgeoisie

has increasingly exploited the homan and natural

resources in the development of industrial capitalizm,
In the era of modem imperialism in the 20th century, the
monopoly hourgeoisie has carried out on a global scale
unprecedented plunder and caused the destruction and pollo-
tion of the nawral environment. Furthermore, the world capd-
talist system has been repeatedly afflicted by the crisis of over-
production leading o two global wars, several “limited”™ wars
(among them the Korean war and the Viemam war) and the
invention of one genocidal weapon after another.

Following World War II, the imperialist countrics headed by
the United States have ferociously opposed the socialist coun-
ries and national liberation movemenis, accelerated the pro-
duction of nuclear amd other genocidal weapons in the anms
race during the cold war and used the methods of neocolondal-
ism (0 underming and negate the national independence of
counirics in Asia, Africa and Latin America, aggravate their
underdevelopment and force the people down into the mire of
poverty by exploiting their kibor power and nitural resources
in order o extract superprofits and debt service payments.

Monopoly capitalism has used all kinds of methods to pre-
vent, stunt or derail the industrial development of countrics
that dare w assen natonal independence or build socialism,
These methods have included political and military acts of
mterference, intervention and aggression. But economic, finan-
cigd and technological manipulation and blockades have been
the most effective metheds for long-temn domination amd con-
trol of underdeveloped client states and for tightening the

encirclement of and undermining the socialist and ant-imperi-
alist countries,

THE EnviRoNMENTALISM of THE ULN. anp
MonopoLy CAPITALISH

Mow gloating over the ruination of countries subjected o
neccolonialism as well as those countries subjected 10 decades
of revisionist betryal of socialism by the monopoly bureancrat
Bourgenisie, the imperialist countries preach that any aticmpt
at industrial development outside the world capitalist sysiem is
not only futile but destructive o the environment. In the name
of environmentalism, darkened pictures of state-owned indus-
trial plants and the landscape in the former Soviel hloc coun-
tries are used in the bourgeois mass media to mock at the very
itden of seeking indusirial development independently.

The tale repeatedly wid to terrify the people is that if they
dare work for economic and social development under the ban-
ner of national independence or socialism, they would suffer
economic blockade by the most advanced industrial capitalist
countries and thus be deprived of advanced, “environment-
friendly™ and fuel-efficient technology and they would devastate
their environment and incur social costs which will make any
degres of self-reliant industrial development “unsustainable™,

Since the “T0s, the imperialists and their retinue of bourgeois
scientists, ideologues and publicists have adopted environmen-
talism to deflect attention from the anti-imperialist and class
struggles in the world, (o stress 0 the world that the imperial-
ists are economically and technologically supreme and. must
therefore be the ones determining the development of the
world, They exaggerate the scarcity or limitedness of namral
resources, hlame the people of the workd themselves for the
destruction of the environment and make the people in the
industrial eapitalist countries think of clean air and clean water
and good health in a self-mdulgent way.

The worst propaganda of the pro-imperialist environmental-
ists idealizes underdevelopment as the preservation of the nat-
ural environment and ohscures the unhealthy conditions and
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consequences of underdevelopment and

conditions of enderdevelopment, Sinee

poverty as well as the valnerahility of te H the Earth Sommit in Rio de Janeiro,
underdeveloped and poor countries (o Fight to Eml:.hsh Brazil in 1992, the imperialist countries
imperialist plm_'nr.r and pollution. Indeed, a new somal have not decreased but have even agpra-
the monopaly firms have had all the vated e destruction of the environment
license 1o pﬂlm‘;manvi- system which and have not not cut MM$
— ——ronment in the tries, — - -4 - — == — — — - ncreased-the-cmissions —

The imperialists have systematically pmmut&s both ide, methane and fossi] fucl which cause
misapproprated the issue of environment ? global warming, The United States - the
Lt R R
[ alions, an gical line is at o ist countries

and political agenda which pretend to dE\"EIﬂpI’I‘IEHt which nefuse w take drastic measunes o
allow criticism of the “worst” environ- cot down the greenhouse gas cmissions
mental abuses of govenuments in general and a clean but which demand that the underdevel-
(first sector) and big business (second d h a’ h oped countries remain underdeveloped o
sector) but which in fact pretiify these on an ealt Y minimize the “greenhouse effect”. The
the false promise of their becoming environment LLM. global climate conference in Berlin

“eovircmment-fricndiy”, The o sectors
cultivate and promote & pro-imperialist
“third scetor” of “nongovernmental organizations” and
“people’s organizations” that go through the motions of “criti-
cizing”™ envirommental abuses and environmentally destructive
practices and policies from g clissless civic viewpoint in onder
1o beg from the monopely capitalists and governments for
reforms and for measly amounts of moeney 1o promeote burea-
cratic, tokenistic and pallimive environmental projects,

Under the neocolonialist framework sel by the imperialists
through the LN, Conference on the Environment and
Development and the LN, network in general, it is propagan-
dized that the monopoly capitalists are the ones who can most
efficiently promote environmentalism and “sustainable devel-
opment” because they are supposed 1o have the capital and
most advanced “environmentally-friendly” technology amd
because they are interested in a kind of development that max.
imizes the use of limited resources and makes profit-taking
sustainable. The phrase “sostamable development™ an ill-mten-
tened paraphrase of Mao's concept of self-reliam develop-
menl, overstales the scarcity of natural resources and conse-
quenty the “Homits of growth” az earlier decreed by the Club of
Fome and asserts the global hegemony of the imperialist coun-
tries over development and the environment.

It is pure hypocrisy and chicinery for anyone o speak of
epvironmental concems withoul cribcism and repudiation of
the monopoly bourgesisie and imperialism. We must expose
the fact that special funds have been made available through
LI, agencies amd directly by the imperialist governmenis, big
buziness and pro-imperialist institotions in onder 1o (nance the
propaganda - in the bourgeois mass media and ameng the
"MGOs" amd “POs™ 1o obscure (he criminal responsibility of
monopoly capitalzm m the plunder, destruction and pollution
of the natural environment, ameliorate the image of the so-
calbed first and second sectors on the issue of ecology, discour-
age self-reliant industrial development iy the underdeveloped
copntries s in a sabliminal way romanticize as wlyllic the

i% one more exercise in muddling the
issue of environment and obscuring the
culpability of imperialism for global warming and underdevel-
apment.

The genuine advocates of environmental protection for the
wellbeing of the people, self-reliant development and conser-
vation and wise wlilization of natural resources are those who
condemn and repudiate imperialism, neocolonializm and reac-
tion and, better still, those who act 1o combat and overthrow
these malignant forces and establish a new social system
which promoies both industrial development and a clean and
bealthy environment in countries like the Philippines.

DESTRUCTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN THE
PHILIPPINES

Let us consider the Philippine historical experience wilth
regard (o the issue of the environment, It was in the 19th cen-
tury when deforestation was pushed more vigorously than at
any previous time under Spanish colonialism, This occurned
with the expanzion of the friar estates for producing crops

‘exported to the industrial eapitalist countries. There was a

chain of reaction from crop specialization for export and
domestic consmnption o Use mpid land dispossession of peas-
ants wio had o resort o swidden agriculiure.

I thee fierst halfl of the 20t century, under the direct colonial
rule of U5, imperialism, deforestation gecelerated at a rate
making tha in the 19h century look like Kinderganen work.
U5, and lecal comprador firms deforesied large arcas in all
major iskmds to take logs for expont and increased domestic
use, The further expansion of the plantations for export crops,
the opening of the mines and encouragement of homesieading
also contributed 1o wnprecedenied deforestation, In exploiting
the mingral resources, the LS, firms cot trees for making
shafts and for feel, polluted the rivers with chemicals and mine
tailings and capsed soll polsoning and erosion over exlensive
areas, They did not bother (o adopt sy fltration method por
pay for the damage (o the Lland
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| the Philippines proceeded exponentially from decade to
| decnde. Logs were exported mamly o Japan in the course of
i its rapid cconomec reconstruction aul subsequent construction
| booms. Japan financed the big compradors in their logging
) operations, The wanton deforestation has caosed increasingly
~—— zevepe floods, soil erosion aml silting of fvess, lakes, hydro-
electric dams, irrigation systems and the coastal waters and

higher rdes of dehydration during droughis,

In the *50s, mose than one-third of the Philippine land area
of 30 million hectanes was still covered by opical rain forests,
Mow, less than one million bectares of this remains, And the
forests are being oyt down at the rate of 200,000 per year. At
least one billion cubic meters of prime top soil are eroded
every year. Thirly percent of the rivers have died. There has

| been a wemendous loss of biodiversity on land and in waters

i anid thus a drastic reduction in agriculiural and marine produc-

i tivity. Deforestation, together with its consequences, are the

principal ecological problem in the Philippines. It is also con-
tributory to the problem of global warming.

Cireenhouse gas emissions come from crede oil and coal-
fired encrgy plants, some manufacturing enterprises and (he
heavy urban traffic of motor vehicles, Due o the gross under-
development of the country, these emissions are nol yet as
problematic s dwse in the imperialist countries with regard to
global warming,. although these emissions are immediately
detrimental to the bealth of the peeple in urban areas.

Sinoe the *60s, ULS, and Japanese monopoly finms and their
big comprador-luwdiord partners expanded the mines and plan-
tations for export crops without consideration of ceological
balance and the social costs. The destruction of agriculiural
land by toxic chemicals and tailings from the mines and the
grabbing of the best land by agrocorporations have forced
many peasants and indigenous people o clear land even on
seeep slopes. There are now 36 large active mines producing
geld, copper, banxite, iron, nickel fer-

a
f In the second half of the 20th century, the deforestation of |

e EHVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

Since the “T0s, the “green revolution™, involving the “mira-
cle rice”™ varieties, has resulted in dependence on imported
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, which have damaged the
health of peasants and work animals, made the soil lose ferili-
ty and twm acidic, polluted the streams and rivers and killed
off the fish and other maring life which previonsly provided
the prodein in the diet of the peasants. The rising costs of -
imported inputs have bankropted the peasants and have
broaght down the level of rice production.

Agricultural chemicals alrendy banned for being harmful 1o
users in the developed countries are sold 10 and used in the
Philippines. Dubious chemical products - agricultural or medi-
cinal - are also frequently trial-tested in the coumtry by foreign
monopalies, with Filipinos, especially the poor, serving as
guinea pigs before these products are approved for marketing
in the United States, Germany, Japan and other imperialist
countries.

A few pollutant industrics in the primary stage of prodic-
tion, like the Kawasaki iron sintering plant, have also been
shifted from Japan to the Philippines. But the general prefer-
ence of the imperialist countries is o simply transport their
toxic wastes, including computer scraps, used batteries, PVC
scraps and nuclear wastes, and dump these on Philippine
waters and soil. Officially and uncfficially, the U5, Japanese
and West European couniries, especially Germany and the
Benclux, are dumping huge amounts of (oxic wastes on
Philippine territory. The import-dependent manufacturing
enterprises owned by foreign monopoly finms and Filipinos
dispose of their industrial wastes flow by dumping these oo
the ground and into the water system with impunity. Thos, the
streams, rivers, lakes and coastal waters near manufaciuning
sites are clogged with these industrial wastes, Real estate
development projects have also been undentaken on water-
sheds of reserveirs for drinking water and have caused the
dwindling of water supply in urban areas. In e orboan areas,

large amounts of solid garbage waste ane

rochrome and other mineral ores for Filipinns piled up on the ground or theown direcily
expart; and a great number of planttions 5 . into rivers and the sca, Due to soil erosion
producing sugar, coconut, banana, ESPECIH"? the and toxic flows from the land and the

pincapple, etc. as well as agualanms pro-
ducing shrimps, fish and other maring
products also mainly for export.

Big hydroelectric dams have been built
| without consideration of ccological bal-
. ance and without adequate compensation
| and proper reseitlement of the people dis-

placed. The power generated is mainly
for consumpdion related 1o enlirging the

poor, serve
as guinea pigs
for new medical
and chemical

massive culling of mangroves for export
to Japan, mangroves forests have cither
dizappeared or become inhospitable o
marine life. The faciory ships and fishing
fleets from Japan and Taiwan have raided
amnd depleted the fish, seaweed, coral and
other marine resources amd destroyed the
masing eCosyslem over extensive ancas of
the Philippine territory. Al the same tme,

market for imporied applinnces and sec- pmdutts fﬂl" commupt bureaucrats in the localities have
ondarily for supplying the energy needs * s g encouraged dynamite amld chemical fish-
of impari-dependent enterprises, The thE lrnperlallst ing. The honest poor fisherfolk are shum-
corollary irrigation systems built have countries. ed off the fishing grounds,

lso encouraged the agrocomorations and
Eamdlords b0 accumulate lnnd.

Soon aller the official lermination of
the U5, military bases in the Philippines
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i 10, the US. government acquired for its military forces
“evess rights™ 1o the Philippines in 1992 Thus, the U.S, mili-
tary forces have continued 1o camy to the Philippines nuclear
il chemnical weapons of genocide under the guise of transit,
mcquisition of supplics and forwird deplovment, The Tnited
fates has also refused to clean up the pollution its forces have

FrIENDS AND FOES OF THE EMVIRONMENT

Like its predecessors, the 1.5 -Ramos regime is the prind-
pal domestic force in the service of foreign monopoly capital-
s wreaking havoe on the environment in the Philippines,
bas expanded and liberalized the privileges of foreign monop-
oly firms and the local reactionaries (o exploil the human and
natural resoarces.

It has continued the open rule of eror and perpetrated
grievous human rights viekations. It has launched the most
vicious military campaigns which are destructive o the lives,
propesty and enviromment of the people in order (0 make the
human and natural resources of the country available for
exploitation and pedfit-taking by the imperialists and the local
reactionaries under its so-called Medium Term Philippine
Development Plan or Philippines 2000,

The regime sheds crocodile tears wver the issue of ecological
destruction and echoes the UM, slogans on “environmental
profection”, “people’s cmpowermen” and “sustainable devel-
opment”. But it works to destroy the environment. Despite the
official log ban, it issues logging concessions under various
pretexts as a way of ennching its coterie of military officers
and bureawerats. It has allowed foreign investors 100 percent
ownership of mines and encouraged open pit mining. It has
encouraged the dumping of toxic wastes from developed
industrial countries ou Philippine werritory as a way of cumning
foreign exchange.

Historically and currently. the communist and noncommu-
nist advocates of national idustudization, tree from imperial-
isl domination, have always been ahesd in criticizing and con-
demning the wanton plinder of our ecountry’s human and nat-
ural resources and in advocating (s conservation amd wise oli-
lization of natural resources

Before and after recuablishing the Communist Party of the
Philippines tn 1968, the proletarian revolutionarics have made
comprehensive and profound critigues of the exploitation and

plunder of the Philippines by imperialism and the local reac- |

tionaries, The CPP's Program for a People’s Democratic
Revolution encompasses the isspe of environment, The CPP
haes also isswed social investigation reports and timely analyses
explaining the increasing degradation of the environment as
well & the increasing severity of the Moods and deoughts.

The MNational Democratic From of the Philippines and the
mass organizations, sectoral and multisectoral alliances of the
national democratic movement have addressed the issue of eeol-
ogy in their programs of action. They have become the powerful
mass base for the environmental movement in the Philippines in

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

Opposition (o the plunderess, destrovers and polluters of the
environment - the imperialicls and the Jocal reactionaries,

The imperialists and lecal reactionaries blame the people for
the environmental destruction, For instance, they obscure the
wanion deforestation done by the big logging, plantation and
mining firms and put the blime on the peasants and indigenous
P WHT I e fifSE e have been deprived of the land by
the exploiters and have been driven to swidden agriculture,
They also obscure the destructive robe of the big foreign fish-
ing feets that mid Philippine witers and they pul the blame on
the poor municipal fisherfolk for the dynamite and chemical
fizhing done by unscrupubous elements that connive with local
bureavcrats and military and police officials.

In the Philippimes in recent years, there are buecomers who
have used the issve of ecology o get money from foreign
funding agencies and who specialize in falsely claiming that
they represent the environmental movement and that the forees
of the national democratic movement have had nothing 1o say
or do about the ssoe of ecology. They pose n8 advocates of
classless civie consciousness, social veluntarism and
reformmism within the irisectoral framework of neocolonialism.

‘These are aniicommunist petty-boargeois hustlers cashing in
on the issue of ecology. They pretend o criticize govemnments
and big business and i the same time ady up o them direct-
ly and to their conduit private funding agencics begging for
money (o fond imaginary or token ecology projects. These
hustlers have become notorious s “MNGO™ acketeers and are
concentrated in the so-called Green Forum, Variably they call
themaelves popdems, socdems, BISIG, Siglaya, Sanlakas and
the like. They collaborate in spresding the anticommunist line
of hostility towards the national democratic movement,
empowering themselves through NGO bureancratism and
enriching themselves on money from foreign funding agencies.
They also collaborate with Haribon Foundation, which is com-
posed of bureavcrats, scademics and dilleantes in ecology.

The funding sources of the Green Forum and Haribon
Foudation are not limited to foreign private funding agencies
of varied ideological, religious and political persuasions,
which are in fnct conduits of the imperialist siales and big
business. Conspicucusly, they get increasingly large amounts
af funds from the Waorld Bank, the “development” agencies of
e imperialist states and the Philippine reactionary govern-
ment, as in the National Integrated Protected Areas System
(NIPAS) project. They celebrate the announcement of the L5,
Agency for International Development (AID) 1o channel more
money Lo the “NGOS",

The third sector of neocolonialism, consisting of "NGOs™
amd “POs", is an instrument of psyehological warlare under the
L5 -Ramos regime, s propagands work 10 slander and dis-
credit the revolutionary forces serves the imperialists and the
local reactionawics and is actively a part of the low -intensity
conflict scheme of the U5 -Romos regime,

B 5
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PerRrForMANCE RECORD OF THE -REVOLUTIGNARY
MovEMENT

The performance record of the revolutionary movement led
by the CPP on e question of ecology is clear, Tt hus resolute-
ly and militantly camied out the line of the pew-democratic
revolution through protracted people’s war against the imperi-
-alists and the reactionaries, Tt oy caried oot the most vigoroos
struggles against all policies and actions which mean the
exploitation, plunder and destruction of the hunan and natural
resoarees of the country.

It has fiercely fought the enemy military campaigns under-
tken to force the evacuation of the people from hinterlands
and to clear the way for the agrocorporations, burcancrats,
lamdlords and loggers o grab their homesieads, the ancestral
tands, the forest and other natural resources, It has been out-
standing in struggling for the dismantling of the US. military
bases and against the positioning of nuclear and chemical
weapons of genocide in the Philippines. It carned out militant
struggles against the World Bank-financed Chico River dam
project, the Cellophil project, the Kawasaks sintering plant amd
the: Bataan nuclear power plam propect in the “70s and “80s,

The armed revolutionary movement has encouraged legal
democritic mass organizations and sectoral and multisectoral
alliances and organizations dedicated specifically (o the pro-
tection of the environment 1o pasticipate in the mobilization of
the broad masses of the people against the destroyers, plunder-
ers and polluters of the environment. Some of the organiza-
tions taking up the issue of ecology were initiated by CPP
cadres but were eventually corrupied by “NGO™ bureascratism
and foreign funding by imperialist and unperialisi-related

agencics.

The revolutionary movement has uidertaken 5o many cam-
paigns against programs and projects unched by the imperial-
isls and local reactionaries o despoil the natural environment
and grab the land and natural resources from the people. To
make as complete a list as possihle from 1968 1o the present,
every regional commitice of the CPP has to make its own list-
mg. In areas and roscds under their contrel, the revolutionary
forces hove enforced the law of the people’s democratic gov-
ernment. They have aroused, organized and mobilized the
people to requine mining companies 0 adopt antipollution
measures amnd pay social compensation for damage these have
cansed or else close down; 1o combat the landgrabbing opera-
tions of agrocorporations amd real estale specolators; and o
scuttle several hydroelectric and other power gencration pro-
jectz which deprive the peasants and indigenous people of land
without sufficient compensation and withoul provizion for
altermative soarces of livelihood.

In recent times, the most outstanding policy adopled by the
CPP is to impoge a 25-yvear complete ban on logging for
expart. Al the same time, this policy allows m certmin arens
limited logging, provided the logs are for domestc housing,
other local end wses amd local processing (including furmitare
making, plywood manufactuning, pulp and paper manufactur-

| ingh. A campaign iz now being undertaken to. confiscate and

prevent log exporting fims from using their logging equip-
ment and facilities. At the same tme, the revolutionary forces
promote reforestation and the development of livelihood pro-
jects o improve the social conditions of the people and pro-
vide altermnative sources of livelibood for the logging workers

The revolutionary forces do not merely talk abouot the issue
of ecology. They take decisive actions and mobilize the people
against the imperialists and the local reactionaries who rape
the natural environment. These actions muost extend to the han-
ning of the programs and projects undertaken by seemingly
voluntaristic but imperialist- funded “MGOs™ and “POs" osten-
sibly 1o promole environmentalism bul o [act i scoal for nat-
ural resoarces for grabling and exploitation by foreign monop-
oly firms at the expense of the peasants and indigenous people
aml o use the line of pro-impenialist environmentalism - with-
in the context of the U5 -sponsored low-intensity conflict - to
attack the natonal democratic revolution.

Among the most absurd propositions made by these imperi-
alist-funded "MNCGOs™ are that peasants and indigenous people
must be kept out of extensive areas of the country to be pre-
served as national parks under the pretext of maintaining bio-
diversity (as il humans are not part of the biosphere) and that
extensive areas of the coantry must be classified and agreed
upon by the NDFP and the GRP as “zones of peace and life”
for the purpose of preventing the amed revolmionary move-
menk from availing of these in the people’s war,

The counterrevolutionaries fall silem on bombardments,
arsomn, massacres, orture and other barbarities unleashed by the
LIS -Ramos regime upon the peasants and indigenous people
in order to force them o evacuate and allow the foreign
monopolics, burcascrals and military officers w grab the land
and natural resources for themselves, AL the same time, they
falsely claim thit the regime has achieved “democratization™
amd “reduction of human rights violations™ and that there is
now “peace and stability™ for the imperialisis and the local
reactionaries 1o freely exploit and mvage the country.

The issue of ecology is well wken up and covered by the
Program of the People’s Democratic Bevolution, The broad
masses of the people led by the CPP resolutely and militan(dy
fight for the conservation and wise ulilization of natyral
resources for the purpose of sell-reliant development againsg
imperialism, feudalism amnd bureaverat capitalism.

The revolutionary ling of the CPP is dismetrically opposed
to the dominant imperialist line runping throagh the confer-
ences on environment sponsored by the United Mations and by
any of the three sectors of neoeolonialism. These UN. confer-
cnces on the environment try (o obscure and cosmeticize the
imperialist plunder of human and naneal resources and atempt
to harmonize the interests of the imperialists and the neocolo-
nial client states in the first sector, the foreign monepoly firms
and the local compraclor big bourgenisie in the second secior
and the “NGOs™ and “POs™ of paid hacks in the “thind secior”.

58



PROFITS BEFORE
PEOPLE: Multi-
national corpora-
tions such as
Benguit Corp,
(above) draw prof-
its from human
sweat and blood —
and from the envi-
ronment. The com-
pany practices
open-pit mining in
the Cordillera
region (right),
destroying food
and water supplies.
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i PEOPLE AND POLLUTION, RURAL AND URBAN: Mindanao region peasant community members stand
1l before a banana plantation (above), that releases harmiul pesticides into their water supply. In
Metro Manila (below), the urban poor survive without sewage facilities,
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I THEIR BACK YARDS: The urban poor in
Metro Manila have no sewage facilities,
and no trash pickup (left). In conditions
unthinkable ‘I::r imperialist-country resi-
dents (beluw), children grow from young
survivors into revolutionaries; in them
imperialism has met its match!
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Self-defense
against pollution

reprinted from MIM Mates 115, June 1996

¢ ¢ ine particles of air pollution from power plants, motor

vehicles amil other sources kill some 64,000 Americans

a year, causing deaihs even al pollutant levels the federal gov-

emment considers sale, a new stody concludes.” according 1o

the Boston Cilobe. That number is aboul three times more than

the number of murders each year and is higher than the num-
ber of people killed in auto accidents.

“The stady, which calculated death raies from air pollution
for 239 cities across the country, was prompied by & growing
bady of rescarch showing that barely detectable airbome parti-
cles can lodge in the lungs and, in extreme cases, canse death.”

Las Angeles leads the list of oal deaths caused this way-
with 5,873 deaths attributable to air pollution annually (1)

Meanwhile, the prevalence rate:for asthma (a diseas.. oflen
triggered by air pollution) in the United Snakes rose from 347
per 1,000 to 49.4 per 1.000 between 1982 and 1992, 2n increase
of 42%. In that same period, there was an increase of 40% in
(he death rate from asthma. The age-adjusted déath rate (rom
asthma for people age 5-34 shows thal Blacks die from asthima
at a far highee rate than whites, In 1991 Blacks faced a death
rate from asthma of almost 15 per one million people wile the
death rate for whites was just over 3 per one million (2}

Air pollution ciuses death and henee the people are justified
1o defend themselves against those who profit from potlution.
Under socialism, the workers' right to a clean enviroament
will mot be negotiable. If necessary, the inermational proletari-
al will use force against anyone whining about how Useir right
to profil is bigher than our right to breathe clean . Since the
peoletarian demand for a clean environment is non-negotiable,
MIM is for dictatorship.

Capitalisim has premised isell on killmg people as an ordi-
nary part of production for 5o long, that when the international

mhwﬂ!ea&admmmhpdmwmmwmumr_

the united states, the people will mherit poliuting production
technigues. Hence, pollution will not end the day after the
Revolution: however, there will be no further harriers (o intro-
ducing environmentally sound and sustainable production. It's
one thing if the workers decide W put up with a lintke pallution,
because there are po belter lechniques available yet for the
people to support themselves, But itis unaccepiable for a small
class of peaple making fabulous profits from choosing tech-
niques of production {or delending those lechnigues s comupt
politicians) that kill people Grough pollution.

Mates: 1. Boston Cilobe May 9, 1996, p. |

2. Managing Asthma Care. a special report prepared by the editors of

Business and Heallh. Vol 13, Mo 7, Supplement [3. 1995,
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HEnvironmentalists

protest c hemical
weapons school

reprinted from MIM Notes 112, Mid-April 1996

by a RAIL comrade

n February 5, a protest rally was held on the steps of the

capitol building in Jefferson City, Mo. The Swdent
Environmental Action Coalition and other concermned people
were protesiing an army proposal 1o relocate their chemical
weapons training school from Fort MeClelian, Alabama to
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo, Fort Leonard Wood is located in the
heart of the (Oeark Foresl

“We believe the Army's Mission of ‘national security” jeop-
ardizes the health and well-being of Amerikan citizens. and
that this is unjust,” says SEAC member Jillian Borchard. A
chermical weapons training facility at Fl. Wood puts human
and non- human communities al risk through its obscuramt
wraining program, chemical decontamination program amdd use
and production of adioactive nuclides, nerve gas, mustard gas,
and dioxin. Member Eric Hempel says that “the chemical
weapons school is a school of death and we don’t want it i
our state”™ MIM akes it funther—we don't want the chemical
weapons raining school anywhere.

The purpose of the rally was (o raise the awareness and
express discontent 1o the government aboul the anmy’s propos-
ol wo relocate the school, The SEAC demanded:

13 That the military ot jeopandize the people and environ-
ment throogh defense training.

) That the United States Army be required w comply with
he Endangered Species Act,

3) That the United Staies uphold the Biological Weapons
Convention of 1972 which reads that signing countnes agres
1o “never in any circumstances develop, produce, stockpile or
oiherwise acguire of relain any biological weapons.™

MIM agrees with protests against ULS, militarism bt it takes
the approach: “think globally—act globally.” United Snakes
tumma]ismmagk»balmubmm—mmlumpmﬂm.

Environmental groups sech as the SEAC righteously defy
1.5, militarism’s disregard for the environment and people.
The chemical weapons waining facility trains U.S. soldiers o
uge these weapons on people of the Third World—millicns of
hungry, oppressed people who organize 1o throw off the domi-
nation of their Jand, labor and resources by the United Snakes
of Amerika—now (his is unjust,

But it won't be stopped by telling the imperialist beast Ut
they must obey laws such a5 the Endangered Specics Act and
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wonpens treatics, LS. imperialism will end when a revolution
Ieil by the profetariat overthrows (e 115, and replaces it with
wwcitlism. That requires the bualding of a revolutionary Mandist
1Mty o create public opinion and ripen revolutionary condi-
fhns, W invite you to_join-us, No UL troops—anywhere—
wylime!

Hotos, Information for this article was provided by » press relase

i by the Student Environmental Action Coalition.

Two roads for
environmentalism

The following arncle first appeared in MIM Notes 112
fApril 15, 1996, The lemer thar foltows, and MIM s response
to vhat, appeared i MIM Notes T4 (May 15).

WESTERN MassacHUSETTS, Makrcr 10, 1996

ﬁ. clivisis from the Cove/Mallard Coalition in Ldaho gave a

ultimedia performance at Smith College about their
campaign 1 save the lorgest roadless forest in the contiguous
48 states. On March 12 st UMass Amberst, MIM aml RALL
showed the video “Green Guerrillas™ about the New People's
Army in the Philippines and their work to save the cultane of
the indigenogs Mandayan people and the runfurest they live in
by enacting a ban on logging.

In the week prior, activists o1 o MIM-led study growp studied
the communist understamding of environmentalism, in which
the assanlt on imperialism s he focus and the stroggles of
oppressed peoples are recognized as the way forward. In
preparation for the upcoming events, the activists read the
Commumnist Party of the Philippines statement on the environ-
ment, as well as a bourgeois news article about the
Environmental Rangers wking up amms in Idabo asd Montma
10 save e forests.

PaciFisM 1N lpaHo

CoveMallard is 76,000 acres and is “part of the ... lrgest
tract of unlogged primary forest in the continental 115" In
1990, the 115, Forest Service agreed to allow 200 clear-cuts by
logging companies. This woold entail building 145 miles of
roads 1o get the loggers there and the trees out. Twenty one
million board feet are being logged, which will Gl 26,000 log-
gimg trucks, Vi momd subsidies and deficit tmber sales, the
LL5. Forest Service is subsidizing the Ingging industry in
CoveMaltard for $6 million over e 6 years of logging.

The Cove/Malland Coalition engages in non-violent direet
action as well as lobbying o try 1o stop the loggng. According
o their pamphlet, they do not damage logging machinery like
Earth First, nor da they carry weapons like the Environmental
Rangers. These distinctions were nol discussed af their event,

The CoveMalland activisis were on our encouraging people
to become active (o stop the Togging. They wanted people o
come out 1o ldaho in the summer and participate in dirget
action. Recognizing the continuam of activism, they expressed
additional options for people: tell your friends, and write 1o
Clinton and Congress. While it is good to see lefiists recognize

_that there is a variety of types of support that you can gel, it

wis unfortunate 1o see that the activists didn't directly chal-
lenge people to follow what they saw as the best way forward,

The multimedia performance expressed many anti-capitalist
and anti-big business sentiments, with songs with lines about
how the environment is dying for “your [corporate] bottom
line.” Resistance outside of the so-called law was praised in
“Ain't playin® by your rules anymore,”

MIM would disagree with the neo-Luddite approach aken in
one song: “Cuiiting time on the high-tech plantation.” While it
is correct to say that there is no connection between higher
technical levels and more meaningful life, the answer is not o
oppose technology. S0 much technology is oppressive and
destructive in Amerika becanse Amerika is an oppressive and
destructive society based on capitalism. The social sysiem is
the problem, not just the tools it uses, Elsewhere in the perfor-
mance the activists correctly pointed out that the solution is o
han logging and irnsform the society that sees destroying the
environment as profitable.

The first video was MIM's favorite, at least until the last few
seconds, It was a poem entitled “The faceless ones™ about ani-
mals being brutally killed by the corporate rush o profits.
There was footage of animals dying in oil slicks and in other
gory wiays. The Last ling was the most disappointing, however.
After sounding a strong call for action, the poets advice: “We
have the power 1o vole"

Al the moment, MIM believes that the majority of
Amerikans would support logging in Idaho “for jobs.” So vol-
ing won't really work, However, MIM does believe that
reformist means to save fosests in North America can be suc-
cessfol becanse Amerika is an imperialist society whose
weealth production is extemal to it's home erritory, There are o
variely of rensons 0 sove the forests in Idaho, But activists
have to keep in mind that the logping companies, if kicked out
of Amerika becavse they are “spoiling the view™ can readily
go somewhere else. Kicking the logging companics oot of
Idaho, unless ot 15 done on an internationalist basis, is not a
blow to logging. Rather, by preserving the “view™ and by pre-
serving Morth American biodiversity, this shores up First
Warld support for inlemational logging.

ARMED STRUGGLE IN THE PHILIPPINES

The differences between the strategies of the Cove/Malkard
activists and the New People’s Army were discussed at the
MIM & RAIL “Green Guerrillas™ event, in addition o the
underlying differences in the political situation,

Al the Cove/Mallard multimedia presentation we saw video
footage of activisis chaining themselves (o roads or tying
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themselves high up in trees scheduled o be logged. This can
stop or &t least slow logging within ULS, borders, but in the
Philippines would guickly result in dead environmentalists.
One RAIL member relayed (o the event participants how the
Communist Party of the Philippimes smement made the cons-
niection between imperialism amd the continued destruction of

~— the environment-n-te-Phili ppines- Firse - Spamsh-and then |-

Inter the Amerikan imperialists cul down trees in large num-
bers o make way for the planting of export crops.

The CPP statement reports that “agricultural chemicals
already banned for being harmiel to users in the developed
countries are sold 1o and used in e Philippanes.” This clearly
exposes why reformism can work in one area, but it is not an
international sirategy. The corporations that directly peddle
death will leave places where there is o wmoch resistance,
such as within ULS, borders. Some reformisis would respond
that Amerikans should lobby Congress o han the export of
chemicals hanned for use i the LLS. Bt this does nothing o
effiect the reality that these mulninafional corporations could
just shift their corporate headguaners or possibly manufactur-
ing plants, to a differcat part of the wortd and continue selling
deadly products. The problem here s the capaalizt sysiem, not
its products.

It is only this clear systemic analysis held by the Communist
Party in their statement and in the practice portmyed in “Green
Civerrillas™ that can adeguately and permanently end environ-
mentil degradaton,

Al the MIM event there was also some discussion abogt the
motivations of the Green Guerrillas as compared 1o the
CoveMallard and similar activists. The principal reason why
the Mew People’s Army instituted a log ban was because it
was the best way o preserve the Mandayan people, and in @
larger sense, the Philippines tisell. The log ban scrves 1o pre-
vent the international logging companies from taking away the
natural resources that rghtfully belong o te Filipino people.
The preservidion of 3 whole community of people whe live in
harmony with their environment is & superior praciics i woirk-
ing to preserve a national forest which exists af the expense aff
forests and people around the world.

ARMED STRUGGLE 1N IDAHO?

There was also some discussion about the Environmental
Rangers in Idabo who say “They 're [logging and maming Com-
panies] not getting these places without a war, And T mean &
real war. ... We'ne the ones who will put our lives on the line
if that's what it akes.” MIM can’t predict whether the
Mallard/Cove Iopging will be stopped, but we can predict that
it likely won't take packing up anns o do i

The ditference in strategy between the anti-impenialist
Filipinos and [daho's Eavisomnemal Rangers shows why (he
lilaho armed movement s nol significant, The MNew People’s
Army s working 1o defend people aml their bomes, whensas
the Rangers are offering o die W protect the land tor non-
human reasons, The NPA s working 1o buibd up enough inde-
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pendent power (o drive, first the logging companics and then

the imperialists, out of the Philippines, There is no similar sito-

ation in Idaho, and the Environmental Rangers can offer only

symbolic reformist resistance.

Nobes

1. Los Angeles Tumes, Jan 9, 1996,

2. International Department, Central Committes, Comenunist Party of
in ithe workd and in the Philippines™

3. The Cove/Mallard Coaliticn, *“Why all tbe fussT P.O. Box 8963,
Moscow [0 93843, (208) 882-9755, covelddmoscow.com For infor-
mation about the revolution in the Philippines or showing “Green
Guerrillas™ in your area, contact MIM or RAIL.

MIM Antagonizes
First World
Forests?

This lerer was receiv ed in response to the previous anicle.
IM’s article “Two Roads for Environmentalism™ com-
parcs the Maoist line on revolution with environmental-

ists protesting the logging of Cove/Mallard, one of the bigger

old growth forests left in Morth America. MIM comrecily
emphasizes that activists who want to protect the Earh’s envi-
ronment, and not just some part of it in the First World, reed
io focus their elfors at defeating imperialism and overthrow-
ing the dictatorship of the bourgeoisic. MIM righteously
uplolds the Communist Party of the Philippincs (CPP) in this
regard as (bose who are waging People’s War against the ULS,
backed Ramos dictatorship, The CPP and its mass organiza-
tions have shown the environmentalist community in the

Philippines and around the workd how 1o effectively stop the

clearcutting of forests and rape of the environment by the

imperialists and their local cronies. The key is (0 organize and
amn the oppressed masses so they can defend themselves and
the environment on which they depend.

MIM distinguishes between two rosds for environmental-
ismy; @ privileged First World reaction and a revolutionary pro-
letarian offensive. First World environmentalists, those who
really are concemed with defending the earth and not menely

 devouring i, are mostly pacifists or focoists. Pacifists rely on

some combination of disect- action, lobbying and electioneer-
ing 1 achieve their goals. Some groups, like local nol-in-my-
backyard psendo-environmentalists, merely want the nuclear
waste, clearcul, or chemical dump in someone else’s commu-
nity: almost always the someone else is a community of
oppressed nationals who don’t have enough political eloat 1o
kecp U toxic colonialists away, More progressive groups, like

I Circenpeace, take an intemationalist stand and oppose French
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b “iesting™ in occopied Mororoa (Tahiti) and Shoshone
windery {“Mevada) demping in-Black-and Latpo-communi-
fivs, amd imperiakist wars like the Gull War, These groups ane
okl but maskead the masses into thinking we can save the
cuvironment withow overthrowing the system. They also usc
iy like “environmental racism™ which obecurcs the actual
 peocess by which imperialist pigs can destroy the Earth - toxic

coloniallsm or neccolonialism and capitalism, Above all, First

World people can afford 10 ke pacilist {or a1 least they think
they can) because they are not threatened as directly as
oppressed nitionals, Thind World awd Indigerous envirommens
talizts know that any hesitation surely means death,

The fecomsts rely on acts of sabolage o raise cavironmenial
consciousness or achieve a particular goal. Earth First! spikes
wees amd monkey sorcnches logging oquipment 4o raise the
ooal of logging any pariscular forest. Contrary o public opin-
fom, they always wam the loggers first, as the point is 100 W0
kill anyone bt dissuade the pigs from coming at all, The strat-
cpy is sometimes effective al stopping a particolar clear-cut,
bt doesn't dacrease the vet destruction of foresis, Some
activists comtend that, a5 o resull of opposition e clearculs near
privileged communitics, byggers are more likely o pick forests
in the Third World or on Ficst Mation tand where sctivists cin
be shot with more abandon, On the odher hand, Earth First!
also ends ownrd inemationalism, publishing seeounts of
covironmental stroggles all over the world in their newspaper.
Their philosophy, like most of the sincere environmental
movement, is that of direct local-action coupled with global
solidarity. [...]

Mowadays the Unabomber 15 in the news a lot and s/he
deserves credit as a bard-core locoist who las suecessfully
proved that killing individual pigs deesn’t do a thing bat sell
bourgeois newspapers. Progressive groups inspired by Earth
frat! focoism and Greenpeace pacifism are nop- revolutonary
and will oot save the environment, though they build public
opinion against environmental destruction and sometimes get
through effective refoms. Our caly real hope is overthrowing
the imperialist system of world doandmatkon and profitecring.
The only way that every people can defend thelr environment
15 through sell-reliam socialism, That being the case, MIM amnd
RAIL - az the Parly and mass organization in North America
dedicated 10 smashing imperialism and waging self-reliant
socialist revolution—are presenily the best way forward for
environmentalists in Morth America,

MIM and RAIL do not yet have an adequately worked out
environmental line, and the article *Two Roads for
Environmentalism™ made three regrettable emors. [L is impor-
tant to keep in mind that smashing imperialism and building
self-reliant socialism are necessary but oot suflicient condi-
tions for human survival. Therefore, revolulionaries must
struggle diligently 1o work out the correct environmental ling if
wi are o survive o see o workd fee of oppression.

First, contrary to the claim in MIM Notes, there is no
“natbonal forest [in the First World] that exists at the expense

of forests and people around the world.” First World people

~can-be-parasites, living at-the ¢xpense-of the plondered

colonies, bat trees cannol. Forests are producers by nalure,
they never leech. What MIM correctly wants 1o say is that it is
parasitic and imperialist 10 save trees in North America as a
cule national park while clear-catting the rest of the world
However, envircamentalists should not stop protecting Morth
| American forests, They shoald just do so within (he general
framewark of anti-impesializm and revolotionary orpanizing.
Pleaty of pscudo- envircwmentalists are guilty of national-
park-ism and Skcrea Clubbery, b that is & people-emor not a
forest-error, If we ever get to build self-reliant socialism in
Morth America we will need the fosests, as will cur comrdes
in India, the Philippines and Peru.

Second, MIM mizinterprets so-called Luddizm and “the peo-
luddite approsch”™ taken by some environmentalists and
Indigenous activists. Meither the Luddites or the so-called
“Meo-leddites" were ever or are now oppased 1 all technology
or change. Rather, like Morx and genuing communisis every-
where, revolutionary environmenlalists oppose cériain tech-
nologies that foster alicnation, hierarchical divisions of laber,
baain vs, brown divisions and ecological degradation. Thus
mcnoerop agricaliure, nuckear energy plants, and huge centralk-
iwed factories are all out of the question. The very scale of the
progects — as well as their raumatic elfects on the ccosysiem -
make them enemics of humanistic labor,

Finally, MIM accuses some environmentalists of “offering
to die to protect the land for non-human reasons.” While it is
good to el environmentalists more effective ways of dying -
or better yet, living — to save (e environment, it is not tree that
environmentalism depends in any way on “nor-human" justifi-
cations, As Marx and Engels repeatedly said, people are of
nature. The distinction between human and non-haman - like
all distinctions — exists for humanity at & particular stage of
historical development. Like other philosophical constructs,
the mind-body distinction for example, it pops up and disap-
pears throughout human history, Weslern science - not o
menticn non-Western of Indipenous knowledge - rocognizes
an identity and continuuwm between humanity and “nature.”
Evclutionary biology, ecology and physics resist the notion of
borders and divides. Minute particles are constantly passing
through “us” while we have the feeling of identity through
time, Apes are genetically closer to people than schms arg o
horses, yet people continue 1o talk of the unbridgeable
humanfmon-human divide, or even of “races™ of people. There
are differences of course, most importandly for revolutionanics
differences about how and who to organize (people yes, horses
no) But that hardly changes the reality of the world and the
dialectical nature of existence.

There is a basis in Marx for some of these undinlectical con-
structions of theory and, regretiably, of practice 100, In the
Ecanonuc and Philosophic Manuwscriprs, Marx describes the
relationship between homanity and natere as the relation
between a person's head and their body, Marg wants o say
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Ut humanity is part of natore, yel is able o change natsre
consciousty, In reatity, however, the head is no more able (o
“consciously” comrol the rest of the body than hormones,
genes and the environment let it More precisely, it doesn't
make sense any. more o talk about the mind as scparate Grom.
the hormenes (he body) or anything else, Even Marx would

die, but nature can get along just fine without humanity.

The metaphor is no good, bul another point in the
Manuscript 15 right on the mark: There is no genoine resolu-
tion of the conflict between people and nature without resolv-
ing the confict between groups of people. Today the principle
conflict in the world is imperialism. There will be no environ-
mental progress made until imperialism is smashed and every
people can safeguand their local environment from tooic colo-
pialism. There is oo time o waste on failed srategies. Smash
imperialism, defend the earth!

MIM Responps:

You make three criticisms, the first of which is correct.
While Third Warld people should be first in line o stop their
forests from being injured, there i nodhing harmful in trees in
the First World., However, there is a dangerous provincialism
in the slogan “Think Globally, Act Locally.” The imperulists
are organizing globally, and we need 1o be organizing globally
to oppose them. First Word environmentalists who focus on
First World forests are ned taking the maost effective and neces-
sary actions o fight inperialism and really save the people and
the environment.

The second criticism, reganking whetlier those MIM ealled
Luddites oppose wechnology per se, leigns more unity between
Marnists and the anti-technology line than is the case, Perhaps
you would call those who really do oppose essentially all tech-
nology past the knife revisionist Ludihites, betraying the omgi-
nal canse. However, we disagree that ot is Markist 1o oppose
large-scale production on principal. You are coerect that ul-
mately communists seck smaller scales of decentralized pro-
duction, but we do not believe that goal can be accomplished
prior to (e transition from socialism G communism. [n fact, in
the development of socialism there may be a great need o
develop large-scale production o meet immediate needs. This
dialectic was recognized in the Culiural Revolution (for more
on this see Charles Beuelheim's book Crltural Revolution and
Industrial Crganizanon i Ching, svailable from MIM for 34).

Om the thind point, we agree with you insofar as genuing
environmentalism does nod regoire non-human justifications,
However, some environmentalists think that ignoring human
beings is the best way 10 organize. Recognizing thal many in
the First World do not want o help the oppressed in the Thind
Workd, (they pander 1o repctionary sentiment by assuring their
supporters that they only care aboul rees, oF Worse yet only
First World trees,

There is a great deal more that can be said about revolotion-
ary environmentalism in the context of the First World. We

OMMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

encourage you to wrile articles for MIM Nowes and for RAIL
~Motes on-this-topic s0-hat-those who read MIM Notes will be
more informed on the news at the same time that your theory is
opened for critiqoe as we see how you pul it into practice.

'Environmental
conservation

requires national
liberation

Reprinted fram RAIL Notes, Summer/Fall 1996

Boston, MA

IM and RAIL showed two films and hosted a speaker for

pur event Capitalism and the Environment. The first (ilm

No Grapes documented Lating farmworkers struggle against
poisonous working conditions harvesting grapes in California.
The film exposed Amerikkkan agricoliure a5 based on the
woxic colonialism of oppressed natons, Amerikldan agricul-
ture is colonialism because it subjugates entire nations —
Third World nations, Blacks, Latinos and First Nations
{American Indians and other indigenous peoples) — o feed
the white nations of the First World. It is woxic because the
pesticides and poisons make oppressed national workers and
their families sick or kill them. The film documented some of
the independent organizing efforts of the Lating farmworkess
and their struggle 1o boild public opinion against the grape

FIGWETS,

The second film, Deadly Deception, exposed General
Motors' role in developing noclear weapons and how, in onder
1o make money building bombs, GM exposed [aciory workers
to deadly radiation and lied about the risks. The film was good
insodar as i showed the need for regulating big corporations
anil doing away with noclear production, but bad because it
focused entirely on the white workers mvalved in production

MIM and RAIL's speaker, a local RAIL comrade, called
Deadiy Deception “a whitewash™ because it ignored the plight
of oppressed nation communities entirely, For instance, the
maovie talked about a Deparoment of Energy nuclear weapons
plant in Hanford, Washington, and the bad conditions workers
faced there, However, it did not mention that the plant is on
solen Yakima Mation land, The Chemobyl-style plant —
which closed in 1987 — caused far more damage to the First
Matlon Y akima people than 10 the plant workers themselves. In

July 1990 the US govermment admined domping nuckear waste

66



stream and even Leflist environmental pelivists ignore

MIM Theory = Number 12 = 1997

ENYIRONMENT

illegally near the plant . In April 1991, the government admit-
el dumping 444 billion gallons-of water eed with-plutonium,
strontiom, tritiom and cesium into the neighboring river — fust
M) miles upsircam from the Yakima reservation. The First
Metion comumuzity's food and water supply is now imeversibly
poisoned. The speaker said she did not point this out o mini-

mize the phg.,,hl m‘lh:plam workens, b 1o point out that main-

oppressed national communities in Gvor of white sociery.

The speakes poinied (o mining in North Americn as a good
cxample of wxic colonialism. One third of all US low sulfur
coal mining, 20% of all known US ofl and nisteral gas extrac-
tion, and over half of US wranivm mining is done on First
Mation reservations. Nearly 1009% of federal uraniom prodoc-
tion is done on reservations. In the Soathern Arizons copper
belt, two thirds of US copper comes from the Papago Nation
reservalion which has been gradually taken away by
Congressional decrees beginning in 1920,

In 1952 a mineral exiraction agreement was sot up between
the Mavijo Tribal Council and Kerr-MeGiee Comporstion on
Dime Nation or Navajo land (LT, AZ, NM, (O} Throughout
the 1950 ventilation was not operating properly and wages for
100 nonunion Dine employvees was $1.60, only two thirds of
the off-reservation rate, Low wages, o surranteed labor force,
almost no severance tax and no safely regalations made this
operation extremely profitable for Kerr-MoGee. The umnium
ran oot in 1979 and Kem-MeGee chosed their Shiprock facility
in 1980, After Kerr-McGee's abrupt departure, 71 acres of
radioactive wilings with 85% of their original radionctivity
were beft 60 1t from the San Juan River — the only significant
waler source i Shiprock. Lung cancer, leokemia, clefi-palate,
and other birth defects ane now prevalent at Shiprock and all
the other Maive commupnities downstream, All wogether there
are 42 wranium mines, 7 millz, 4 coal strip operations, 5 coal
power plants on the Mavajo reservation exploiting and poison-
ing the Mavajos for the benelit of white Amerikans who get
cheap eleciricity and hig corporations who reap huge super-
profits,

On the Lakota or Stoux Nation werritories there are over
5000 uranium claims and a ot of coal mining in the Black
Hills “National Forest” {which is stolen Lakota land). On June
11, 1962, 200 tons of radicactive tailings (the contaminated
waste from nuclear mines) washed imo the Cheyenne river
near Pine Ridge Reservation, When the reservation requested
clean drinking water, the Bureau of Indian Affairs consented
bt provided the condition that the water would not be used for
the Mative people’s consumplion but anly for cattle, Mot sur-
prisingly, Brcreases i hung cancer amd birth defects followed,

In 1972, the US National Acwdemy of Sciences as well as
the Trilateral Commission submitiod reports to the Nixon
adminisiration designating bndian Coontry — the Four Comers
area (LT, AZ, NM, CO) and the Dakotas, Wyoming and
Monting ~— a “National Sacrilice area™ meaning that it should
be rendered uninhabitable n urdu to supply white

SOCIETY REVOLUTION

Amerikkka's waler and energy needs. The proposal — fitting-

-1y dubbed-Project Independence — shows that Amerika’s

encrgy independence comes at the expense of oppressed
mations, The speaker pointcd oal that designating Indien knds
as Mational Sacrifice Fones and exploiting other natons

resourees for Amerikon epergy independenoe is not just & part
ef the Republican agenda and not just & Nixon administration

“plow The plan is bi-partisan and its widcspread support in

Wishington D exposes the fotility of relying on the democ-
rats or any other politicians to prevent the genocide of indige-
nous peoples, The speaker also pointed oot that all US noclear
tests bhave taken place on indigenous tand, Crver 600 tests alone
have been perpetrated on Shoshone Nation land in so-called
MNevada.

The speaker said that the analysis of toxic colonializm
applies equally well o Blacks, Latinos and the First Nations.
Black children are 2-3 times more likely than whites 1o suffer
from lead poisoming at all income levels, Three-fifths of all
Blacks and Latinos, 15 million Blacks and & million Latinos,
live in communitics with uncomrolled toxic wasie siles, Half
of all Asians, Pacific Islanders, and First Nations live in com-
munitics with uncontrodied wxRic waste sites, Acconding (o the
Commission for Racaal Justice of the United Church of Christ,
race is the single most significant variabie in the placement of
commercial hazardous wasle, According to the National Law
Joumal in 1992, ‘white” haeardoos waste sites get cleaned op
faster and more comprehensively and the polluters are pun-
ished significontly mone severely.

The speaker said that onee you secept toxic colonialism as
the best concept for explaining environmental destruction yoo
are committed to ending the unegual power between groups

<ot resolts in dependency, exploitation and repression, Yoo

are commitied o bullding independem instiintions to siroggle
for the decolonization and liberation of 4l oppressed nations.
This is why it is important o engage in genpinely revolution-
ary movements that support Blacks, Latinos and First Nations
as well s Thind World aml Indigenons peoples around (e
world, Groups like Greenpenos and Earth First! are good inso-
far a5 they buikd public opinion for envirenmental struggles or
oppose LS militarism, but they don't even attempl 1o end TS
deanination over the continent and the world, Ultimately, this
Iatter sk is what we need 1o do if we want 1o defend the eanh
and the peoples of the canth,
mmmhn:ﬂymhdmm“eaImmmmwl-
ism with socialism and central planning — though she explic-
itly did mot support a single socialist government in Mosth
America, but advocated establishing many sovereign and inde-
pendent states corresponding to the many different nations
inhabiting the continent. The point was that withoot some kind
of joint industrialfmational planning and major restrainis on
corporations and profileering, there is no way 1o end the waste
and deliberate pollation of the environment. During the discus-
sion which followed, we had a chance to explone this wpic in
moge depih, One participant said that we shoold suppon “good
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companies” that don't pollute the environment and treat their
workers well. Another person siid-that we should-buy-organic -
produce “even if il means going without” other things we
might like, The MIM and RAIL comrades pointed out that
buying from “good companies” or “organic” food products is
alrcady a sign of relative affluence not available to the majori-
__ty of the world, “Good companies” exist because of he abun-

Pigs are

Killing Earth

dance stolen by Amerika from the oppressed nations.
Revolutionaries do not revel in their excess consumplion but
seek to eliminate it Secondly, “good companies” — because
af the miles of the markel — do not operste as efficiently as
polluters. Because they spend more money in onder o be eco-
fricndly, they don’t compete as well and may lose money. The
point is not 1o foster a few small eco-friendly companies bt
instead 1o replace the entire industrinl-capitalist order with
self-reliant ecological socialism.

One participant — whao had also argoed for buying organic
foods — sabd that it didn't matter that Amerika was bent oo the
genocide of the First Nations becanse there were nomn-MNative
people who kept their “ideas alive.” She made a number of
offensive comments that exposed the insidious side of Mew
Age spiritualism. While constantly referring to American
Indiams in the past tense — as il First Nations only exisied in
histery books and in old Westerns — she pretended that tere
wis only one indigenous culture instead of thousands of dis-
tinet national culures; and that white New Age spiritualists
hadh successfully absorbed the sum total of Indigenous knowl-
edge, thus eliminating the need for Indigenous peoples ol all,
Finally, she said, you don't have (o fight imperiaism at all,
just drop out and live a morally puse existence on the margins
of Amerikan sociely.

MIM and RAIL were not convinced. The First Nations,
along with oppressed nations friim every place on Eanh, are
fighting the good fight against imperinfism. The answer is not
i drop out and keep one's hamls clean, bul mither 1o get down
and dirty and defend real live people insiead of ideas. In fact,
maral purily is an impossibility when you are living under
apartheid. Kibbuizim in occupied Palesting and communes in
South Alrica or Morth America are no gscape. The only sola-
tign is revolution. The only way 0 save the Earth and the peo-
ples of the Earth is smashing imperialism, Taking that road
means building independent institutions of the oppressed as
well as public opinion in suppor of real change.

This article and the RAILer's presentation were hased on
Ward Churchill’s excellent book Srruggle for the Land:
Indigenous Resistance to Genocide, Ecocide and
Expropriation in Contemporary North America (Common
Courage Press, 1993} and M. Annette Jaimes® equally excep-
tional anthelogy The State af Native America: Genocide,
Colonization and Resistance (South End Press, 1992).

merikkka's parasitic death feast is not only responsible for
brutal oppression and cxploitation of all women and
peoples around (e world, but is the chief cause of the rapidly
fafling health of planet Earth and the toriure or extinction of
many plant and animal species. Amerikkka is a rvenous meat-
eater steffing hsell with bloody cow meat fed on (he last old-
growth forests. Even the average pet cat in Amerikkka eats
maore meal every year than the average Central American
where thal ment originated.(1) Amerika devours chickens, pigs
and sheep packed in factory farms under torurons coaditions.

The moming newspaper, reporting bourgeols propaganda 1o
prop up male supremacist-patriarchal-imperialism, comes
straight from the forests — and uses more paper palp in one
print run than some Third World countries use for schoal
books in an entire year.{2) Just as signilicanily, the outllow of
villagers from land terned into Amerikkkan plantations or
clear-cut for logging couses a massive colonization of the rmin-
forests; poshed off their homes and facing huge unemployment
in the cities, displeced Thind World people have no place left
o go. The casuallies, for both people and the planet, are
tremendous.

Amerikkka has detonated its nuclear death weapons over
00 1imes on Shoshone kand in so-called Nevada, I strip-mines
Mavajo lind 1o get uranium for more death weapons, poisoning
the earth and killing off the Mavajo people with cancer.(3) Tt
poisons rivers, lakes, land and air with toxic runoff from
agribusiness, oil drlling, strip-mining. and war production.
Indigenous and Third World peoples everywhere. including
Latinos in the United Snakes, Amazonians in Ecuador and
Blacks in Amnia, are the victims. Amerikkka has no respect
fior the Earth and, unless The Man is disemboweled, will con-
tinue his doomed plunder until all humans and many mone
species dic oul.

Individual, conscience-sonthing life-style changes on the
part of people in the First World won't save themselhves or the
non-human waorld. Recycling, composting, iealistic vegetari-
anism, and canvas shopping bags might make you feel good,
but they're nod revolutionary. Defense of oher species and the
environment requires revolulionary action. The imperialist
division of the woeld, where some nations recklessly expropri-
ate the natural resources of otber nations, must be destroyed.
Individualism and capitlism most be repliced with socialism
amd eeolibrium, Real environmentalists seck to transform the
parasitic consumer society into one that lives within naure, not
in spite of iL Green revolutionarics seck ('defend the Earth
and e oppression by any means necessary.
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Marnists koow that ong must resolve the antagonistic contra-
dictions between-groups-of people o order to resolve the
amagenistic contradictions berween bannanity and mature, This
hecomes clear when you consider the fate of foresis in the
Third World. The teo bigpest causes of deforestation in the
world are companics (hat clear-cut forests for tmber as well as
o start big agribusiness enlérprises — o grow bananas, |
prawns, coconuls, soy, eic.— and villagers that are evicted |
from their homes by agribusiness and forced 10 move inlo
forested lands, particolarly ones where logging roads have
been started.(4) The only acceplable way 1o stop the deforesta-
tion is by ending the imperialist contrel of the land through a
radical land reform, The only other way 10 stop deforestation is
genocide, which the imperialist “population planners™ push
constantly; and evep then the greedy pags will just keep mow-
ing down Lhe trees,

It"s important for revolutionary anti-imperialists 1o lead
cnvironmental struggles and push the struggle in North
America further, Anti-logging movements provide a good
example of wi o do and wial nol o do. The commuonist-led
anti-logging movement i the Philippines and the pacifist
Chipko (which means “hug the ree”™) movement in India ane
wo covironmentil movements initiated by oppressed people
and based on the prnciples of social justice, self-determination
and internationalism. The American Indian Movement cam-
pagn against nuclear dumping on the reservidions — which
they apity call racicactive colonization — is another,(5) On the
other hand, there are lots of “save e wildemess” campaigns
run by Amerikans who don’t care aboul the workd, but just
wanl some preily scenery in their backyards, They don’t
uimberstamd the notion thal Nosth America is occupied temitory
and they're the oocupying seltbers. They don't defend frecdom,
oaly revel in their prvilege. Anb-rmperinlist envirausentaiiss
base their campadgns on the righis of oppressed peoples o the
cuvironment, as well as the rights of the environment as such.
We are thorooghly intemationalist snd defesd the rights of all
oppressed peoples w self-determination.

All across North America, anti-imperialists are leading and
aking part in covironmentl actions, In wp-called Oregon, the
Siskiyou Forest Defenders have been fgiting logging by the
murderous Croman Corporation which is bent on destroying
over 200 acres of old-growth forest, In so-called Alberta, the
Lubicon Lake Indian natin s Gghting the Canadisn govern-
ment and the Daishowa Paper Manufactoring Company of
Iapan for its 4,000-square-mile fosest. And in Mexico, mostily
inligenous canpesinos have been badtling it out with PEMEX,
the national ofl and gas monopaly, which fas been poisoning
the people for over 20 years.(6)

Emvironmentalists can’t let the pigs lay claim o the mantle
of ecology wilth terms hike “spstamable development™ amd
plans for worldwide governing bodiss w0 supposedly protect
the earth. The world meetings they hobd are atended by the
same imperialists that sl the United Nations and
Internationnl Monctary Fund — amd backed by the United

Seakes, Japan and Western Eorope. Their eco-fascistic plans

- have mothing to-do with- revoletionary environmentaliso,

which memns local and no? istematons! contrel. The first stop

is simnshing e imperinkist monster and winning self-determi-

walioa for all gppressed peoples. As we see in the Philippimes,

Iodia amad om First Mations reservations, covirenmental strug-

_ﬁ?”‘.‘-‘@“ important pant of the baude.
s

1. Hungry for Profit (Documentary film)

2 Colchester and Lohmann {eds.) The Struggle for the Land and the
Fate af the Raimferests. 1993,

3. Richard Hofrichter, Taxic Struggles. p. 99,

4. Colchester and Lohmann,

5. Ward Churehill. Sirugple for the Land. 1993,

6. Barth First! March-April 1996, C/D EF1 Journal, POB 1415,
Eugene OR, 97440

MCI2 Responps:

MIM agrees with the general throst of this polanie, with an
important exceplion, The writer says: “Ant-imperialist covi-
ronmentalists base (keir compaigns on the righis of oppressed
peopics W the covirsmment, ns well as the nghts-af the enw-
ronment s such.” MIM asks, if there are no rights, only power
struggles, what are the “rights of the environment as such™?
The right to be an environment? That is taological. The right
to be unaltered” That is undialectical and impossible.
Likewise, when the writer says “the planet™ suffers casualiies,
we again need a definition. 1s coal mining always a casualty
for “the planet,” but growing and harvesting com is not? s
some kind of coal mining a casualty and nod others? If humans
or some other life forms are still alive when the canh is ready
o crash 1o the sun, would it be immoral for the living 1o
leave carth and go to ancther planct instead of trying W save
earth from destroction? Would it he oppression io bring human
Iifie to ancther planct and cai the vegetation that geows these?

These are impossible questions, and that underscore's
MIM's point: marality is a buman construction based on class
and gender ideologies. If we ane o say that it is immoral 0
“harm"” the carth isell, we therefore hove to sdmit that such a
view is a sockl construction that imposes a human perspective,
Oher dialectical matenadist weology demands (his understand-
ing of us. Therefore, we muost ask and answer: What is the
feemaa basiz for granting “rights"” o the earth? MIMs revole-
tionary environmentalizm scis a human stendord for morality,
We frgnkly oppose environmental destrostion (bat ondenmines
human equality aed human life, becanse our morality is a pro-
letarian feminist mosality based on the revolutionary emanci-
pation of all oppressed people - the climination of oppression
of groups of people by other groups of people. The guestion of
unon-human morality cannot be answered outside of s con-
lext. Magists therefore evaluate such claims on veir relaion o
human liberation, The RAIL comrade's polemic 15 within
Maoism masmipch as it is on the shde of all oppressed groups
of people against their oppressors, In practice, during the ant-
imperialist era of strugple, there is moch more basis for wnity

69



MIM Theory = Number 12 = 1997

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTION

than contriliction between us, Most of the isspes argued above

are commed 1o both viekws,

In fact, the RAIL comrade’s view expressed above is nol
consistent, The only reason it can be imumoral to eat animals
bl mod immeral o gl com is becuese animals are more like
people. The only reason it can be immoral (o ming mingrals
bt not immoreal w0 use agriculivre o remove nubrienls [rom
topaeil for human consumption is becanse mining often perpe-
Irales oppression upon humans (miners or those whose land
wits stoben from them). When the RAIL comrade condemns
meal COnSumprion but Bot grain consumpion, it is because the
meal consamption in guestion perpeluates human inequality.
Therefore the RAIL comrade is mixing human and non-human
criteria inconsistently, MIM prefers a human standard with the
understanding that: (a) the worst ecological destruction fur-
thers human oppression and megquality, and (b) when haman
equality is approached or achieved, new moralities will arise
based on new material conditions, and in that context non-
I questions of morality may become maore salient.

Towards a
Revolutionary
Environmentalism

MIM received the following draft of an essay from o RAIL
corrade. MIM s comuents follow,

by a RAIL Comrade

A revolutionary analysis of the environmentalist movement
should 1ake into account three primary faciors,

1. The destruction of the environment s a symplom of capa-
talisim.

2. Environmental abuse in the Third World 15 a form of
imperialism,

3, The essential unity of the struggle of the International
Proletariat and the environmental struggle.

The destruction of the environmen is done mainly by gov-
emments and multinational corporations, This makes it a
symptom of capitadism. Destruction of the environment for
monelary gain can be seen in central o soath Amerika where
rain forests have been clear-cul in the name of profits and
hourgeois *progress.” Also in Azilan, where young children
must hathe in water polluted by wasies from factories owned
by muliinational corporations, A moch weaker form of this can
be found in the United Snakes in the current movement by
automobile dealers to lower the environmental safety stankands
for their cars. A Marxist-Leninist-Maoist (MLM) position

would realize within this two points of fact:

1. Without an environment for us 1w tive in, everything else
is pointless,

2, That the eanth isfshould be the common property of all
those residing on i, thus environmental abuse is a crime
against the People.

_Third World nations bear the brunt of global envirpnmental
destruction, primarily carried out by First Workd governments
and corporations, Environmental abuse can thus be seen (o be
a form of imperialism by which the First World natons exploit
not only Third World workers but their very environment.
Besides the examples previously cited, the Union Carbide
chemical leak in India has had an untold effect, the extent of
wihich is still being made known. In north Amerika, Canada's
natural resources are being ruthlessly exploited by the U5
government (Canada is hardly Third World, but the example
serves 1o illustrate how governments get involved), wherein
much of the power for the northeast ULS. comes from Canada,
a5 well as much paper for sale in the LS. A proper MLM posi-
tion would call auention o this, and wherever possible o soc-
ceed, agitate for a stop o (his exploitation.

The struggle for the liberation of the Intemational Proletariag
and the struggle against environmental destruction go hand-in-
hand, It should be siressed that the struggle against cnviron-
mental abuse is o it base a sruggle against international capi-
tal. Through comtinued agitation on this position, supporied by
the: previous points, and guided by MLM theory, the class-con-
sciousness of those involved only in the environmental strug-
gle can be awakened. Their eyes will be opened to the roe
arena of struggle and the root cause of environmental destrug-
tion: intemational capital

MCI2 RespoNDs:

We largely agree with this statement, but with the following
caveals or clarifications.

MIM agrees that “destruction of the environment is a symp-
tom of capitalism,” but it does not only occur under capitalism
or even under industrialism, As we explained in the response
1o an RC's environmental line proposal, pre-industrial societies
have also perpetrated environmental destruction, for example.
We also think that although eliminating private ownership and
prodits as driving forces in the economy will go a long way 1o
ending such destruction, under socialism we will continue 10
mgs}emmmmmmmwhilsml"ﬂ]jng Tsrman needs,

In the same vein, MIM would argoee that although there is a
potennial unity between “the environmental struggle™ and the
intermational proletariat, that dualism is dsell unsatisfactory.
There is no real environmentalism that is not revolutionary
environmentalism, Bul there is plenty of pseado-gnvironmen-
talism that is actively opposed o the intenests of the oppressed.
We should not pretend thar imperialist NIMBYs are on the
side of the oppressed &8 they demand the export of oxic wasie
while struggling 1o increase their own glulionous consumplion.
This it important in the same way that we can't apologize for
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pscudo-feminism by saying thal although they are increasing
oppression anieng the gendensd-Temale majority of the world,
their effor to equalize opportunily between men and wimmin
in the 115, Army is in “unity” with (he struggle against all gen-
der oppression. So, this is pot o say the RAIL comeade’s state-
ment is necezsarily wrong, but that it needs o be spelled oot in

_ L this way or else il is poisntolly wrong,

As an aside, although it is troe that hlame for the destruction
of the environmenl may be mosily laid at the feet of govem-
ments and multinationals, it is also important o rementber that
much of the nity-gritty of destruction — as in deforestation — is
dome by poor peasants looking for arable land. This will be the
result of poverty or inequitable domination of resoarces under
any Clreumsiances.

MIM does not agree with the blanket statement, ““Withoat an
environment for us 1o live in, everything else is poiniless.”
Why not? Well, someday we don’t have a planet anymaore,
right? Does that mean that everything is pointless? No.
Imagine that we have socialism for 200 years and then through
soane terrible mistake people wipe themselves oot Bul imag-
ine that without socialism it woubd have taken 250 years for
imperialism to finally wipe oul humanity altogether. Which
would be beter? By the RC's reasoning, imperialism would be
better in that case, because if we all dig in the e everything is
“poiniess.”

Another way of looking o1 why we disagree with the state-
ment is it is often used 1 justify single-issue or reflormist envi-

ronmentalism that ends up supporting imperialism. This is
what people say to- justify working with-Greenpeace instead of
making revolution. “What is the point of socialism if we can’t
save the environment?™ Keeping the earth habitable for
humanity is a crocial task for communists, but it is not the
most important or first-order task at all mes.

_ With regard 1o the Canada example, MIM would only say
that it is ot inherently worse for Amerika to-devour lorests in
Canada than within the USA; both are/on stalen land. The
important point there is rather that the imperialist countries,
including Canada, devour world resources vastly dispropor-
tionzke to teir populations.

Canada and the USA, for example, average more than 12,000

‘kilowatl hours of electric consumption per capita per year,
compared to only 80 kilowatt hours per capita per year in the
poarest coumiries. This reflects the decadent levels of consump-
tion ameng the oppressor nations as well as the energy-intensi-
ty of their industries. So, although maore than three-guartess of
households in Latin America have access 1o electricity, they
sifll averape less than 2,000 kilowall hours per capila per year.
{By comparison, in sub-Szharan Africa electric power is only
available to about 25% of the population. Seven countries in
Africa consume begs than 30 kilowatt hours per capila per year.)
Thus we have 10 consider total overconsumplion as well as the
question of stealing resources from other peoples.(1)

Motes: 1. United Mations, World Economic and Social Survey 1995,

anti-imperialist and nationalist

CPP and allied organizations:
* [iberation Intemational. A publication of

Send cash; check or moo, mode

The Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) is leading a
revolution in the Philippines tod

| Find out more about the Philippine revolution. MIM distributes these materials by the

Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDF). Bi-monthly news and analysis of the revo-
lution, including international news. $3 per issue.

s The Philippine Revolution: The Leader's View, by Jose Maria Sison. CPP founder’s
account of the revolution. $15 post-paid.

e Rebolusyon. Theoretical journal of the CPP. $4 per 1ssue.

out to “MIM Distributars” to PO Box 3576, Ann Arbar, M1 48106-3576.

n¥: in alliance with
forces throughout the country.

the Intermnaticnal Office of the Mational
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On Proletarian Leadership
the Imperialist Countries

IM reaffirms its support for its 1995 Congress

Resolution called “Reject the Owdated Idea of an

Emerging Intemational Center” Already in the past
year, the application of that resolution in stugghe has proved
fruitful in wvaried and numenus circumatances,

The rearienting of the inemational commeamist movemnent
on the basis of Mooism and it enification within those parts
that already ophold Maoism wms on quéstions of varying
degrees of universal significance

Those questions of absolutely universal significance include
Deng Xiaoping, Hoxhaite, Khruschevite, Brezhnevite,
Gorbachevite and Hoa Guoleng revisioniam, Also, the earlier
gengrations of revisionism and social-democracy including
Troskyism in the impenalist countries remain of absolutely
universal significance. Regardless of national or local condi-
tions, Maois porty members muost be unanimous in their oppo-
sition to Chinese and ex-Soviet revisionism. MIM refers 10 this
as a maner of its first two cardinal questions, one each for the
Soviet Union historically and the Culleral Revolution in
China. We refer 1o these questions as absolutely universal
because they do not vary by national conditions,

As Mao explained, there is oo Marxism-Leninism that is not
integrated with national conditions, Henee, it will not suffice
o be fully Maoist by taking the cormect stand on questions of
universal historical significance within the international com-
munist movement. The first two candinal quesiions are a very
impaortant first step 1o make and likewise, those comrades most
able o integrate Macizm with pational conditions are more
likely to have the stand onthe first tao cardinals comect.

Restting Mao, the Peruvian Maoists employ the concept of
“Giniding Thought” as & convenicnt phrase to refer to the inie-
gration of Marxism-Leninism- Maoism with concrete national
conditions. While comrade Gouealo was stll free, the PCP
Central Committes wrote: *Thus. each revolution must specily
its own Guiding Thought, otherwise there is no application of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, nor development of a revolu-
tion."” MIM's third cardinal on the white working class of the
imperialist countries is an example of “Guiding Thought.” At
the first level, the guestion of class (ormation 15 a wniversal
ong, All Maoists must use the same definitions of classes.
However, in the end, the breakdown of classes in a society and
what to do with them s a guestion for the formation of a
Guiding Thought.

In Valume One of the Selected Works, Mao sets fonh defini-
tions of the classes he will analyze in Chinese soctety in the first

casay. The second essay in Volome One is already the applica-
tion of those definitions in an analysis of Chinese society,

Such questions a5 the breakdown of society into classes, the
existence of a class as opposed o scatiered elements of a class,
the particular class content of the national question, whether or
not 4 society is sll semi-fendal — these are mauers of the
Guiaing Thought and cannot be answered by way of quotation
from the classic works of Marxism- Leninizsm-Macism. As an
example where attention (0 particular detail 8 necessary, we
can point o Ancient Rome, where Marx said there was a sill-
born properiy-less proletarial, Likewise in Ancient China of
almost 1000 years ago, there was 8 manufacturing sector and a
profo-capitalist class. Yet though the definitions of proletaring
and capitalist might apply to some elements of society in
Ancient Rome or Ching, we cannot really say that the proletan-
at a5 a class existed, especially in the way we understand that
term scientifically as a class today. That is a matter of integrai-
ing Marxism-Leninism-Maoism with the concrete conditions.

In the imperialist countries, there is nod a single organization
oiher than MIM that secks 1o apply the definitions of proletari-
at and semi-probetariat. Hence, there can be no guestion as yet
as 1o whether any but MIM is a Maoist organization in the
imperialist countries. There is no point over arguing which
Guiding Thought is cormect for which imperialist country when
there is 1o organization other than MIM siarting from defini-
tions appropriate for the era of imperialism that Lenin ana-
Tyzed and pamed.

We can name the major obstacles 1 @king up the universal
aspects of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism in the imperialist coun-
tries. In order of declining importance they are bourgeois
democratic prejudice, post-Modemism, hegemonic dogmatism
am populism.

The significance of bourgeois democratic prejudice is that
many who set oot o conduct a scientific analysis of classes in
the imperialist socicties recoil when (hey leamn that the prole-
tarist con only be a uny minority in the impenalist countrics.
They then wrn around and alter the definition of proletariat or
take-up outright social-democracy in order to achieve a
“mujority” as the vehicle for progress within imperialist coun-
trigs, conveniently by omiming the question of opening borders
1o oblain a majority of proletarians or former peasants, Social-
democracy has not vanished as a trend in the waorld today,
principally because it is based in an actually existing class, the
semi-proletariat. Over time, the task of separating from the
spcial-democracy of the Second International in the imperialist
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countries has become more urgent and more difficult, not bess,
The secomnd major obstacle seen is post-Modemism, which is
often mushed together with bourgeods democratic prejudice.
Where post-Modemism is not merged wogether with bourgeois
democratic prejudice, it does not seek & majority for s own
sake, but it tekes advantage of Morx's process of defining the

. proletariat to redefine the proletarial o include whitc-collar

workers, “pink- collar” workers and other such inventions of
the intelligentsia incloding those relaied o environmentalism,
ferninism and anti-racism. Such posi-Modemnist attempts (o
change the definition of proletarial are anti-Leninist in that
they deny that imperialism is an historscal cra that we are still
in and that the definition of proletaniat remains unchanged
since Lenin's day, Post-modemism is also counter 1o the MLM
uncherstanding of the world a5 divided inio nations, and the foct
theat todlay the principal contradicizon is botween imperialism
and the oppressed nations — a contradiction of wimost vip-
Ience and not jost & matter of language reform or Welemnce
psychology instroction for instance,

Hegemonic dogmatism is the third obstacle o a correct
development of Mapism in the imperialist countrics,
Dogmatists take up quodations from the classics of MLM with-
out regand 10 conerote conditions. They goote Mao on the unit-
¢ states and other societies in a way that Mao abhorred. They
escape an analysis of concrete conditions by quotation. Such
dogmatism by itsell 15 nothing new, but gains dangerous force
when backed by the prestge of Maoist revolutions not in the

_On Peru and_EﬁM

ith the participaion of some of the ROP-UISA influ-
enced organizations in the RIM, A World 10 Win
published a magarine on Per, It has alresdy proved
w be the work of the center-right in our movement — Lhoses
like Hua Guofeng waving the red flag to conciliate with coun-
terrevalution. Although the document s marked as published
in 1995, MIM only just received i in recent months of 1996,
Italicized in the document is a statement summing up the
cemrist approach to waving tee red Mag. “In the actual circum-
stances and given the relation of class forces at this stage in
Peru, there iz, from the standpoint of the proletariat, no need
for and no correct basis for negotiations leading o the end of
the People™s War, There is no biasis — in terms of the freedom
and the necessity of the revolutionary camp on the one hand
and the reactionary camp on the other — for achieving a peace
accord that would not represent abandoning the nevolulionary
road and compromising away the fundamental interests of e
people. Under these circumstances, the only kind of peace
accard which would be accepted by the Fujimori regime —
and more generally by the ruling classes in Pero and their
imperialist masters — is an agreement o end the-war on a

imperialist countries. Hegemonic dogmatism is then the denial
of the nedd Tor a study of concrele conditions combaned with

" the denial of a need for a Guiding Thought.

Finally, there is populism as a readblock to development of
Maoism. in- the imperialist countries, Often indistinguishable
from bowrgeois democratic prejedice, il becomes distinguish-
able when those comrades who defing and apply. the defini-
tions of the classes comectly, nonetheless never seek o men-
ton them agaein, Instead, such popuolists always speak of the

people” and their just demands via the eavironment or educa-

Lion, whene there might be a congruence between the interesis
of the profetarial and the middle-classes combined which fenm
the people. In practice, (his is a way to lead comrades into

" being swamped by middle-class concems and drag us back o

the Second Infcmational. The way 0 separate from popalism
right now is o put the principal emphisis on seming up the
proletarian pole in the imperialist countries. That entails as its
corollary the destructive side of attacking revisionism amd
social- democracy as principal over allying with the middle-
classes- -until that time we can be sure there are Maoast parties
with the four cardinals et up i the imperiadist countries, This
does not mean we do not “walk on two legs,” bul we muast be
sure (o ensore proletanan leadership by carrying owt the
destructive phase of clearing oul revisionism and social-
democracy as a higher priority for us now than allying with the
middle classes.

— Adopted unaninously at MIM"s 1996 Congress

hasis that could not benefit but would hanm the revolutionary
proscess in Peno. Therefore, a proposal for peace-acoonds 1o end
the: war could caly lead 10 opportunism and must be combat-
ted."(p. 15}

On the same page that it refers w itselfl as the “emerging
political centre of the inemations communist movement,” (the
RIM says, “those who have been confused by the rght oppor-
tunist ling or stumbled off the revolutionary path should repu-
diate this line, oppose and counter the damage being cavsed by
this line and its adhercnis, and retake the revolutionary
road,”"(p. 17} Therein lies the essence of the problem of the
Warld to Win stand, We take the stand that of course there is a
two-ling struggle at all times in the party, bat in the inslances
that the RCP-UISA is pointing o in this docoment, what we see
is not right opportunism but counterrevolution. Furthermaore,
those concilisting with these countermevolutionary foroes while
maintgining the appearance of a different line also lose heir
credibility as Maoists, Unlike the RIM, we do nol suggest o
the PCP-CC 1o conciliate with these counter-revolitionaries
and police 1o the extent of keeping them in the party. We find
it unlikely that the PCP coulidl have kept sech people in the
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party and maintained its progress with the armed struggle and

it also seems likely w MIM o whatever discussions werg

aboul U “peace acconds”™ were done years ago, at least in rela-
tion to this type of most lumdamental question in which a party
such as the PCP would have achieved unity very quickly.

The stmement it was important that the masses, and espe-

_ ciglly some of the middle sirata, realize that Mao had gone 1o

grea efforts 10 reach a reasonable accord with Chiang™ {p. 25)
is correct, Those who deny this aspect of the peace sentiments
of the masses are metaphysicians, However, it Is a different
question when it comes (o the party and whal is permissible for
a party member o believe, and this is the coux of the problem
with the RIM line on the People’s War in Pery,

MIM pever saw one of the documents released on pages 64
and 65 before, In the “Outline for a Basic Document,” we scea
clear call for countermevolution. “Ending the people’s war nep-
resents neither surrender nor abandoning the revolotion, but
rother continuing the struggle under new conditions.™ In addi-
tion, the document Continees,

“I1. Basic Approach

“1. Sign a peace agreement whose application would lexd to
the ending of the war the counlry is expenencing.

“2. End the people's war begun 17 May 1980, in all its four
forms of geerrilla actions, Disband the People’s Guerrilla
Ay, destroying itz arms and combar matertal; likewise, dis-
solve the People’s Commitiees and the revolutionary base
areas of the People’s New Democrtic Repablic,™

Going back as far as ststements released in 1994, MIM said
it would never he permissible 1o advocate laying down amms.
“Outline for a Basic Document” does exactly that, but the RIM
calls it “written in the latter part of 1993 by leaders of the
Right Opportunist Line."(p, 64)

Whatever right opporiunism there might be in the PCP pales
in comparison with this counterrevolutionary document.
Without MIM ruling on questions unigue o Peru or delermin-
ing Peru's Guiding Thought, MIM can clearly say (that the uni-
versal aspects of Macdsm in the eppressed, semi- fesdal coun-
tries include never laving down arms excepd for partial and
limited symbolic gestores, nod a5 across-the-hoard action or
strategy. The conditions do not matter, There is nothing aboat
Magism to integrate with the conditions on that question, The
document canndt be called Maoist, no matier what conditions
i Pero might be.

Hemce, even though MIM does mot know the conditions or,

pretend 1o have a Guiding Thought for Pera, MIM knows that
that document went (oo far, [ts signers can not be members of
the PCP. The whole affar of prelending otherwise is a mon-
tage of the police and 15 press lackeys,

RIM wmlks about “stumbling,” but this goes [urther than that.
This kind of “stumbling” removes one from the party. Perhaps
these people can ke up work in the new democrtic forces.
Oihers may prove themselves i the people’s army, but they
cannod be immediately tusted. A well-publicized example of
this is in the Philippines with the case of General Jarque whose

story is old in Macdst Sojoumner, May 1996, If someone clam-

~oirs 10 join the prolecrian- Ted Torces that is good, and we musl

let them, but in the case of someone like Jarque with a history
of bloodshed on his hands, cantion and step-by-step struggle is
necessary. Furthermore, those saying they want-a “peace
accond” and would conciliaie with the signers of “COutline for a
Basic Document” (o the extent of keeping thase signers in the
party — such concilistors should also be thrown out of the
panty. The core of the party must be with those who recognize
the “Ouiline for a Basic Docoment™ as conntermevolutionary.
Abroad, this means the line of Luis Arce Borja has been vindi-
cated by the publication of A World 1o Win,

On the INTERNET, those defending the RIM line have
reminded MIM of its own internal purge of the anarchist wind.
They speak of “not casting out™ people, blather about going on
the offensive through outreach with everyone vaguely included
in the Maoist forces and emphasize how their approach is
“practice.” Those unwilling to purge the party go against what
Lenin taught on bow purges strengthen the party. This is o
leave aside the whole issue of police infiltrators, which is also
comnected up with a relectance to purge and a happy-go-locky
approach 1o unity.

Oher defemders of the RIM are a case in point of how diffs-
cult it izt break with the RCP-USA's revisionism without the
MIM line oo the imperialist countries, Already some ex-RCP
USA circles are crawling back 1o the RCP-USA line as the
struggle intensifies.

In light of these documents in A World 1o Win, and also
olber press repons about RIM-sanctioned people attacking the
PCP-CC as “totalitarian,” MIM sees that this struggle has gone
beyond the confines of whal 15 acceplable within the universal
principles of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism. We do not seek to
present a Guiding Thought for Peru from here in the imperial-
ist countries. We will not march through Pero's conditions the
way A World ro Win did as if we should form the Guiding
Thought from here — though it is certain that the blow w the
leadership and the lack of mter-imperialist war will make the
People's War maore protracted than would otherwise be the
CARE.

We recognize instead of trying o form the Guiding Thought,
we abroad should fellow Luis Arce Borga in his approach, He
has warned against RIM centrism and conciliation with coun-
terrevolution and police plots, Meanwhile, be has rebuffed the
obviously non-Maoist attacks on the PCP including the recent
police plot activities of the New Flag aimed at MIM and Luis
Arce Bogja himself, and Luis Arce Borja has carned MIM's
trust in these matters including detailed questions that MIM
cannod know moch about. Meanwhile, the RIM belies its clom
o be fighting the “right opportonist line™ by distributing
leaflels against Luis Arce Borja internationally, Il one is con-
ducting a struggle against the “right opportunist line™ for the
peace accords, one does not proceed against those like Luis
Arce Borja who have steadfastly opposed them. Such is the

‘tell- tale sign of the center-right: wave the red flag o attract
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udherents, but attack the left and base
onesell in the support from the right. Th
sych & way it is possible o confuse (he
lefl momentarily, sirike down its forces
and achieve counter- revolution, whether
subjectively intended or not. This is the

L oubcome we mustnow straggle o avoid.

— Adopted unanimously 1996 MIM
Congress

MIM changes
Internet
Address

eaders of the Marxism List, MIM

MNotes or Maoist Sojourner will
know that MIM and others have been
exposing a police plot to disrupt the
work of the Communist Party of Peru
(PCP, “Sendero Luminoso™ in the bour-
geols press), its sopporters, and s
potential supporters. The opemtion gocs
under varions names, including “MPP-
USA (Peru People’s Movement, LISA)”
“The Mew Flag/l.a Nueva Bandera,”
“Luois  Quispe” and “Marceling
Coorimanyi.”

Because of Agent Quispe’s assocka-
ticn with NY Transfer, incloding a Web
site fraudulently called "The People's
War in Peru,” and an ¢-mail account on
than server, MIM's past endorsements of
NY Transfer as a resource for the
oppressed objectively lent legitimacy o
Agent Quispe and his phony "MPP-
USA." MIM will no longer lend legini-
macy to Agent Cuispe in this way. You
can now reach MIM al: mim & mim.org

Change your bookmarks! Our web sile
has mowved 1o

htpeffwrarw etextorg/PolitesMIM

If you would like more information
about the Quispe plot and MIM's docu-
mented exposure, send us email o
receive one article and information
about how to get mare, Or just subscribe
o Maoist Sojoprner from MIM
Distributors, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor,
MI 48106-3576, 512 for 12 issoes, amd
ack fior the June, 1996 issee,

MIM leaves NY
Transfer News
Collective

reprinted from MIM Notes 127

n carly Movember MIM informed the

MY Transfer Mews Collective, with
whom we have worked for several years,
that we would no longer maintain our e-
mail acoounts or World Wide Web site
on the collective's system, We also sent
a public statement (printed on page 1 of
MIM Motes 126) explaining that our
decizsion was rooted in the fact that
Agent “Luis Quispe” of the “MPP-
LISA™ has an e-mail account and a Web
site with NY Transfer, We understood
that our muteal association with NY
Transfer was lending legitimacy 1o a
police plot

Our decision followed months of
struggle with NY Transfer, during which
we senl evidence of Quispe’s counter-
revolutionary activities (as we have
pranted in Maoist Sojourner and on the
Internet’s Marxism List) and argued that
a self-identified progressive political
resource like NY Transfer should not
accommodate Quispe by allowing him
o cperate from s server.

Our decision (o parl company came
when NY Transfer made it clear (o us
that it did net want w choose sides in
what NY Transfer perceived as an inter-
national split among Peruvian exiles,
Despite NY Transfer's good work over
the years, Maoists consider it a form of
liberalism to ignore genuine political
principles in the name of conciliation
with “old friends.”

NY Transfer rezponded 1o our deci-
sion by explaining that it believes “MIM
aml many oither activists in this ideologi-
cal firefight have been hoodwinked by a
COINTELPRO-style disinformation
campaign designed to do exactly what it
has accomplished: throw the anti-
Fujimaori forces into disarray, sow dis-
sension and mistrest, and disropt the
work of Peruvian revolutionaries.”

Here, we reprint NY Transfer's

TSNS 1o oor notce that we wene leav-

ing; our response o that leter follows.

Dear MINM:
We're somy 10 leam of your decision

o move your elecironic operation else-

where.

Frankly, we think your position that
our nonsectarian access policy consti-
tutes endorsement of any of NY
Transfer’s member groups is ahsurd —
as you well know, our slogan is "NY
‘Transfer Follows WO Party Line.”

We do wonder how you can reconcile
[your position] with yoor decision to
move o elext [www ctextorg], with s
very cclectic membership of groups. OF
course, elext’s services are free, we
believe. Perhaps it's okay in your valpe
syzstem (o share access on the same serv-
er with political enemics as long as you
don’t pay for it

In any case, we'll be very somy (o see
you go. Your pse of the Internel has
been a model for many other activisis
(including lguispe and the New Flag —
a group we originally welcomed 10 NY
Transfer partly because of your refersal
and recommendation). We're disap-
pointed that your political differences
with this group have led you to move ©
another server, bat we certainly under-
stand your desire 1o cease any activity
that you consider i be “liberalism.” We
are also sure you understand our posi-
tion: to deny acocss (o any odher groap
because MIM disapproves of them
would be completely contrary [o our
nonsectarian policy,

Becavse of cur long-standing relation-
ship with MIM we did not dismiss lighe-
1y your allegations about Lquispe and
the Mew Flag, but investigated them
seripusly, both here and abroad. We
were unable to find any evidence that
supports your charges. On the contrry,
we found the actions and sccusations of
some people (not MIM) who joined in
the anti- quispe campaign © be anethi-
cal, disreputable and thoroughly dishon-
est. We have reached oor conclusions,
and you are free 10 reject them.

But NY Transfer cannot ever allow
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any one growp, MIM incleded, w diciate
wh will be permitted access on our sys-
fem. Such an expectation on your part is
surprising and disappointing: it is also
inappropristely aolhorilarian and - com-
pletely unacceptable to us.

the oppressed and 10 revolutionaries.

(By the wity, MIM s never claimed
1o be a Peruvian exile organization. We
were simply responding o an earlier

-argument you had made 10 us — that

you saw this struggle imemationally as a

_ We were notaware that MIM consid-  struggle between (actions in the

crs itself a “Peruvian exile™ organiza-
tion, We have always thought of you as
a homegrown Amerikan radical move-
ment. But regandless, far from choosing
a “middle ground” between two groups,
our policy has remained the same for
years, and 15 quite UNCOMpIOMIsing: we
will not censor our members, restrict
their access because of their political
views, Or cngage in their sectarian
squabbles, under any circumsiances!

Be assured that now and in the (uture,
we will not hesitate o deal prompily
with any threat il we believe & member
of NY Transfer is a police agent, a
PrOvOCEr, o allempling Lo do hasm o
our system or our Collective. We are
truly sory you are leaving NY Transfer
and we hope you enjoy the same care,
attention, and excellence of service on
etexl that we have always med o pro-
vide at MY Transfer. Best of luck o you,

— System Adminlstrators
NY Transfer Mews Collectives
Blythe Systems

MIM responds:. Thank you for your
quick reply. We would like to clear up a
few misconcepiions. First, we did not
suggest that you were endorsing
Cuispefew Flag. We do indeed under-
stand your palicy of not endersing or fol-
lowing amy party line. As we have
repeatedly explained, we do not view
Mew Flag as a "party ling,"™ but, hased on
actions towards Calero, étc., a cop. We
have this basic disagreement over your
position that vou are viewing as nopsec-
larian and we are vigwing as acoormmo-
dating copx, Notlice we have pever com-
plained about peopie on the system
because of political line, We understand
that incorrect political lines can be
defeated with the correct Line. 5o 1t is pot
about our “disapproval”™ of Quispe, or
differences of paditical line. We under-
stand that cops cause very real harm to

Peruvian exile community, and that you
did not want o get involved in choosing
sides. We were just reilerating that
Cruispe does not represent a legilimate
“sidde”™ in any such struggle.)

As for our decision to move the Web
site o the freg etext server, that was not
a financially motivated decision. We
have been advertising NY Transfer 55 a
resource for the oppressed for years, and
you yourselves claim 1o be a movement
resource, We cannod reconcile that with
your inaction regarding Quispe. The
etext Web server, on the other hand,
makes no such political claims, nor will
we advertise it as such.

MIM does not sce ils aclions as
authoritarian, we did not attempl 1w
coerce anybody into anyihing, we used
evidence (o try to persuade you. As you
say. you looked into in and rejected il
That meant, for us, that we had to leave
NY Transfer. We fail 1o se¢ the anthon-
farnanism in this action,

I struggle,

MIM

MIM wins first
Battle against
‘MPP-USA’
Police plot

May 28, 1996

s we [MIM Notes -ed.] go 1o press,

IM has foiled a police plot con-
docted o the leadership of the “MPP-
UF5A" which stands for Popular
Movement of Pery, USA branch. In
May, the misleaders of the *MPP-UISA™
magke the public mistake on the INTER-
MET of calling for the overthrow of Luis
Arce Borja, the editor of El Diario

International and a geonuine leader in the
People's War iw Pero, most knoen for
interviewing comrade Gonzalo at length
in a famous PCP document that MIM
haz been distributing for some years
TR

Tyl -'."t.!h‘r.'!l' ago, MIM seol a message to

the PCP (Peruvian Communist Party or
“Sendero Luminoso™) through possibly
defective channels (o tell it that at least
one of the leaders of the “MPP-USA”
wis a cop and that another one of two
people had serious problems of honesty.
MIM siopped reprinting Mew Flag ani-
cles in Maoist Sojouner and adopled a
policy of total silence on the New Flag,
We waited for a PCP reply in the mean-
time. Many honest people criticized
MIM for adopling silence on the New
Flag in the year from May, 1995 o May,
1996,

MIM does not know how the PCP
handied what MIM is wying o el i, but
a centrist Peruvian sojourner did get
MIM's message without taking it seri-
ously, Finally, on May 1st, 1996, various
cenirist and wavering elements working
with the infiltrator leader of the “MPP-
UISA"™ received some information that
started them wondering. Previously, they
had all been working together on the
“Marxism List” 1o set up a pole of sup-
port for the People's War in Peru - all in
fact following Cuispe"s bead in denounc-
ing MIM.

On that day, a person in Malmoe,
Sweden noticed that someone working
for the revisionist Co-RIM (Commities
of the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement) was distributing leallets
against Luis Arce Borja. This staried a
chain of events which caused the “MPP-
UISA"” Icaders going by the name of
“Lauis Cuispe” to attack various waver-
ing, centrist and honest proletarian ele-
ments in the movement o support the
People™s War in Peru.

On May 3, "Luis Quispe” started a
provocation by asking if someone in his
own camp was a “a plan of the intelli-
gence services™? The suddenness of this
change of opinion shows in that weeks
carlier, Quispe was trying 10 defend the
same person in the camp w0 MIM. On
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May 10th, & bogus Maoist in Detroit
spoke for the New Flag against Luois
Arce Boga, and sud o Luis Arce Boga
that he should just leamn to live with (he
iclea thae novone will supposedly suppor
his Worldwide Mobilization Call

{WMC)-1o support the People’s-War in - -
Peru

Yed, on May 11, a New Flag supporter
rose o call for self-criticiam (rom “Luis
Quispe.” Anolher New Flag supporier
started referring to the New Flag as
“lumpen-led, At that timve, some bfor-
mation abowt the financial support [or
the New Flag leader from pro-Cuban
FEVISKINISES AN0se.

As of May 12, the centrist leader of
the camp opposing New Flag leaders
admiited he had only convinced two
people of the emmor of their ways, At g
time, he muhe a point of saying he was
unwilling to *ery wolf™ of cops.

However, on May 15, rhetoric heated
up and lines started to harden. Another
Maoist sympathizer lined up with
Cuoispe, but 50 did & dic-hand Trotskyist
fool who criticizes all allmnces. (He is
the type who should note his collabosa-
tion with the bourgeoisic for having a
bank account} Cuiispe staried becoming
bodder, calling for the overthrow of Luis
Arce Borja. Later be called Luis Arce
Borja a “traitor™ and said the “proof™
was that Luis Arce Borja never distrib-
uted PCP documents (rom 1994 1o 1996,

On May 28, MIM pointed out that
Luis Arce Borja’s job was never mainly
o circulate PCP documents, and that
was true in the years before 1994 as
well. Quispe was simply trying o fool
the newer supporters of the People’s
War who didn’t know that Luis Arce
Borja is 2 poumalist first and foremost,

On May 22, we have a response from
Quispe about MIM s stand, and from
then on the battle-lines became mereas-
ingly clear. On the one hand s someone
who called for the split of MPPs
{ordered by Quispe nol o support the
WMC) and the overthrow of Lims Arce
Borja for no pew reasons of any political
importance. On the other hamd, we hax!

Ahg camp that fpgognized tha, Cuispe

was someone who had infiltrated the

movement after the arrest of Gowealo, o
a bad moment for the PCP, Cuispe had
gaincd credentials by doing translating
wiork and editing of the New Flag. Mow
be was uzing them o gather informztion
on a wide variety of organizations in
imperialist North Amcrica, including
Committces of Correspondence, CP-
USA. SWP, PLP, WWP, RCP and MIM
= while claiming to be buddy-buddy
with all of them, unlike anything the real
PCP would do,

It came to light that Quispe fabricated
the: positions of MIM for his own pur-
poses, and created documents out of thin
air for several people not in MIM,
including CP-USA. For this kind of rea-
son, MIM said it was important for the
supporters of the People’s War abroad o
break with people like Quispe, whether
they claimed to have PCP amthorization
or not, The PCP is nod able 1o see every-
thing that goes on abroad and so it's real
supporters can't just sit back and waich

Can You
Do It

Better?

MIM Theory
welcomes your
contributions of
articles, reviews, art,
poetry, whatever.

This journsal is a
tool of struggle.
Don't just
criticize. Get
involved.

its supposed represcntatives do things
they hide from the PCP back home,
People in the camp 1o support the
Peopie’s War in Peru staried (o realine
that despite our fundamental polhical
differences, having cops in oor midst

-eoubd only cloud everything we were

arguing over and that we had o unite 1o
throw cops oul, and then thrash out our
differences and maybe even split over
real (as opposed Lo cop-instigated)
issues, For this purpose, the centrist
leader spoke of MIM as part of “revolu-
tionary unity.” To unite with people
cven in revisionist organizations, MM
distinguished between “cops wearing
revisionist masks™ and revisionists.
There are many, many small things we
should learn to overlook in cach odher
for the purposes of unity in this move-
ment and others. When it comes to fabri-
cating positions, fabricating documents,
double-dealing for the purposes of set-
ting groups irying to support the
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People™s War against each other while
claiming 1o be for both by word-of-
meoath and for gathering intelligence - at
that point we have o say, such a person
is & frawd, nol @ representative of the
PCP. Then we must find a way o let the

the tempering experience gained from
such struggle.

As we go 1o press, MIM is happy to
report that new converts have been won 1o
the cause of smashing the police plod and
only one person in the last week was
remaining willing to put in a paragraph
supporting Quispe. Some went w0 far as
say we should all ignore Quispe and con-
tinue talking about things like the national
bourgeoisie, the labor anistocracy and the-
ory issues gencrally, because “no one
conld possibly take him seriously,”

There remans much work (o be done
to crush the police plot in the “MPP-
USA™ however, This “MPP-LISA”
leader arose from MIM circles and has
done extensive work to infilirate MIM
circles, stasting in 19593 by use of sugar-
coated bullets, In fact, in 1904, Quispe
named MIM a member of the “red frac-
tion of RIM,” which is the highest honor
the PCP can bestow on MIM from the
PCP's own political view. Fortunately,
MIM never guite believed this claracier
100 percent, and discovered bhim as
caught up in a bost of un-Maoist activi-
ties, including dencuncing MIM as
“counterrevolutionary™ when e nweeded
o depending on what ssdicoce be was
speaking 1o,

MIM’s Party Congress approaches
thiz summer. MIM is already looking for
greetings, ideological challenges and
syggestions for its program for the mid-
die-classes — semi-proletarians and
petiy-bourgeoisic.

Mow MIM would also like to hear
Trom our comrades everywhene support-
ing the WMC and MIM's fise. Froam our
poinl of view, the main task of 1he
WM 15w clear away some debris
blocking the movement to suppot the
People's War and also o be heard by the
PCP-CC and then 1o follow the PCP-OC,
Already the call has resulied in uncover-
ing a major police plot ksting at beast

three years which was confusing the
world"s movement to support the
People’s War in Peru. More details will
be forthcoming in Maoist Sojoemer,

IF the only thing the WMC does is-to
mobilize the masses to carry through in

_ PCP know_the damage cavsed but also clearing oot the police plot and mise our

voices in support of the PCP so that i
knows it does have supporiers abroad,
despite the confusion cops have sown,
then the WMC will bave justified its
existence as far as MIM is concemed. If
we spcceed in globally mobilizing
people with the proletarian line of
Marxizm-Leninism-Maoism on ques-
tions of classes and intemational orgaoni-
zation, the WMC may have g very bright
Tuture indeed.

{To reach the “Marxism List™ wih
Mewscape or some such browser, do an
INTERNET search for “Marxism List™
To reach it by gopher, go o
jelferson, village virginia.edu under pub-
lig discussions lists under “spoons.”™)

Freedom
Socialist comes
Up empty on
Feminism

Freedom Socialist: The Yoice of
Erecdom Socalis Party
om Socialist
Mew Freeway Hall
5018 Ranier Ave
Seattle WA 98118
$5/lyr (4 issues)

Review by RC343

F‘rcedmn Socialist (F§), which
declares itsell the “Voice or
Revelutionary Feminism,” bas linle 1o
say in the way of feminism, much less
revolutionary feminism. Judging from
the content of this publication, this s yel
another bourgeois, pseudo-feminist
Trotskyist altempt at self-congratulatory
reform, From its cries for a third elee-
tosal party o its pradse of union strikes

in First World countries, FS is advocal-
ing a bigger piece of the pie for First
Warld people at the expense of the Thind
World, FS fails in iis politics because it
is Trotskyist, and proud-of it It claims o
advocate revolution, but FS works for

_Aegal economic reform, what Lenin

called “rrade union politics.”

As most Trotskyists do, FS fails 1o
recognize that the white working class iz
bought off, and hence, materially
opposed to revolution.(8) FS calls for
the oppressed national proletarial 0 join
in solidarity with the white labor arisioc-
racy, which is chauvinist and opposed o
the interests of e oppressed nations, FS
recognizes that capitalism profits by
exploiting oppressed nations (F5 uses
the unscientific term “race”). but it
doesn't realize that the white working
class has a material interest in seeing
thiz oppression continue, The chauvin-
ism of the white working class iz bla-
tantly revealed in its reaction 1o
MNAFTA, its whole-heaned support of
Proposition 187 in California, the soquit-
tal of the murderers of Vincent Chin and
support for further militarization of the
U5 -Mexican border, to name a few
examples,

S0 F5's call for “revolutionary inte-
gration” (viz, reactionary nationalism) as
o solution to “racism,” and its opposition
toy “colturl nationalism™ are absurd in
the face of whilte worker hostility and
sell-interest (1) The white working class
at this tme is allied with imperialism.
To ask the Frst Nagons, Black, Latino,
and Asian to unite with white labor, o
hope that somehow their interests will
coalesce, is wishfu] thinking at best.
Oppressed nationalities don't need o be
friends with their overseers, they need 1o
overthrow them, This integrationism
diverts much peeded energy from the
struggle against capitalism.

I by the term “cultural nationalism™
F5 meant the ideology of promoting cul-
tural pride as the sole means of libera-
ticn, MIM would concur with its critiuee
on this point. Oppressed nationals ane
not only oppressed culiurally, but polin-
cutlly and economically as well. Political
and ¢conomec oppression must be in the




MIM Theory * Number 12 = 1997

ENVIRONMENT SOCIETY REVOLUTIOMN

lrepeound of any meaningful discussion
of or struggle against national oppres-
sion. However, FS argoes principally
that “cultural nionalism” is divisive o
the working ¢lass movement. Tt seems
that in focusing on this aspect. FS means

—alf-nationalism-— especially revolutions
ary natignalism like that of the Black
Panther Party - is divisive. F5's use of
“cultaral nationalism™ 1o refer 1o all
nationalizm is a condescending gencral-
ization. By dismissing all nationalism as
cultural in origin, F§ misses the point.
F5's implication that the First Nations,
Blacks, Latines, and Asions differ from
whites only culturally willfully ignores
the material basis of national oppression,
Revolutionary nationalism is essential
because exploitation and oppression
occur along nation, class and gender
lines. By ignoring national oppression,
F5 acually works against the needs of
oppressed nations in whose interests it
claims o work.

Along with advocating integration, F5
supporis unionizing, taking special
delight when oppressed nationalities and
wimmin join unions - as if the presence
of & few individuals from oppressed
groups legitimizes the white chauvinism
of Amerikan unions, Amerikan unions
have nothing o do with thoroughgoing
social change. They are predominanily
white. Most unions represent the inter-
ests of the First Wosld white labor aris-
tocracy, nod the Thisd Worbd profetarnial,
These unions petition the system for a
bigger piece of the imperialist pie. but
support the sysiem of imperiatism over-
all. The benefits accrued by striking
must come from somewhere; indeed,
those benefits are the result of superex-
ploitation of the intermational proletario.
White workers support imperialism
because it ensures their benefis.(7) By
cheerleading for Amerikan unions, S is
defending imperialismn,

Although FS recognizes that equality
cannot be won “within the st quo ..
it will require an all encompassing
restruciuring of sociely,” il draws an
irrelevant conclusion when it advocates
reforms within the svatem.(2) Iis excile-
ment gver forming a labor party is bot

oaie: example of this fllacy in ressoning.
It claims to want “global solidariiy™ and
o higher standard of living for “workers
worldwide,” but by working within the
imperialist system, FS legitimbzes it and
helps prop it up.{3) Even while
“AmiErikun unions maintiin their own
high standard of living be keeping the
living stamdards of “workers worldwide™
below subsisience levels, FS bopes that
it can achieve socialism and “total equal-
ity" through legislation and reform.(4)
This is & bourgeois liberal pipe-dream
for the complacent, To wruly achieve
socialism and equality, we must work
for the annibilation of capitdism guided
by a theory for the proletarial, i.c.
Macism,

On a positive note, FS supports gay
rights, which is good, Unforunately, FS
also suppons gays” supposed right to be
in the military, This is the same militry
which rapes, tortures, and murders
“workers worldwide™ on a daily basis,
which uplokls fascist puppet regimes in
the Third World that suffocate millions
in their capitalist chokehold, Why
should gays supply the butcherng capi-
talist pigs with more {expendabie) mor-
dering machines” Why should gays sup-
port-impenalism? For gays 1o truly liber-
ale themselves, they must destroy the
patriarchy and capitalism, and end the
OPPIESSIon of groups over groups.

As littde as FS has w say directly
tbout wirnmin, it celebrtes their partic-

pation in-trade union politics with all th
accompanying contradiclions outline
above, F5 criticizes the Spariacis

League for discrediting the idea of dat

rape, but does not analyze the powe
incquality in all romantic/sexual rela

~tionships which would lead them 1o con

clude that aif sex is rape. FS sarcastical
ly announces that the Spartacisis rejec
date rape because “feminism, you see, i:
inherently bourgeois.™(5) However, Fo
doesn’t recognize that First World femi
nism (pseudo-feminism) is bourgeois
[and patriarchal -ed.). “Feminism™ in
Amerika celebrates white middle-clas:
values, and ignores the grenter oppres-
sion of Third World proletarian women
An anti-patriarchal, anti-imperialist rev-
olution would ultimately benefin all
people, as it will be the first siep in
building a society free of reactionary
patriagrchal oppression and violence.
First World wimmin genvinely interest-
ed in seeing an end 1o the patriarchy
shoold work with RAIL and MIM 1o
bring aboutl socialism and evenioally
COMTUSm,

Owerall, Freedom Socialist Iacks a
consistent materialist analysis of class,
nation, and gender conditions, which
severely weakens its political position
and argument. In order to be an effective
political force. the vanguard party must
he “guided by an advanced theory™;
Marzism-Lemnism-Maoism. (6) From
the many contradictions, muddled think-

Why is MIM
Underground?

Read Agents of Repression: The FBI's Secret Wars Against the
Black Panther Party and the American Indian Mevement, by Ward
Churchill & Jim Vander Wall. This history of the birth of the Federal
Bureau of Investigation and a detailed account of the FBI's work
infiltrating and splitting and wrecking revelutionary organizations,
Including murders and frame-ups, helps answer the question. The
book demonstrates the extent of the threat to anti-imperialist
movements, and the long-term futility of the FBI's work.

Send 517 to “MIM Distributors,”
PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3576.
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ing. and reformist-minded preening of
FS, it is clear that FS is not the revolu-
tionary vanguard for the masses, People
wanting o work for substantial change
instead of revisionist fantasies should
work with real revolutionaries and join

I RAIL 10 expose [hé alrOCitiEs perpetral-

e by capitalism.
Moles:
1. The Freedom Socialist April-June 1996, p.

b

2 Ibid, p. 4.

3. Ibisk., v 5.

4. Ibid., p. 5.

5. F5. July-Seplomber 1995, p. 6.

6. ¥ Lenin, What is fo be dane? (New
York: International Publishers, 1929}, p.
8

7. MIM Theory 1: A White Proletaniar? (53)
and 1. Sakai, Sentlers: The Mythology of
the White Profetariar (3100 Both available
from MIM.

§. MIM Theory | and MIM Theory 10,
“Coming to Grips with the Labor
Agistocracy.”

Postmodernism:
Idealism Again

The Truth about the Truth: De-
confusing and Re-constructing
the Postmodern World

Walter Truett Anderson, ed.
{New York: Putnam, 1995)

Feview v a MIM Comrade
illy Joel says, “It's still rock-n-rofl
to me™ in refercnce (o the impera-

tive of music promoters to Come up with
adventising gimmicks and revelutions 1o
repackage “new music” periodically.
There is “new wave,” “punk,” and
*grunge” all to refer 10 various rends in
the same basic kind of music.

Academia in the capitalist world is not
removed from the profil imperative,
Mow we have a “postmodern” move-
ment pretending o be a revolution much
mare profound than hard-core 13 as a
break from rock muosic, What the “post-
modernisis” package is the same old kle-
alism, particolarly subjectivism and

The impetos for postmodernism
divides into a progressive aspect and a
reactionary aspect. On the one hand, the
progressive aspect is seen in English
departments and ollier academic units
that teach people the appreciation of lit-

—pratre. With-the abolition-of-slavery;——

and the national liberation siruggles
around the world, imperialist country
intclleciuals siarted to take notice of
odher enllures, As our (thonsands of years
aof human slavery prove, it is an unforu-
nate truth that cultures are only taken
sertously by their oppressors afler their
guns are taken seriously,

In this sense, the postmodemist move-
ment is simply the realization by
Western intellectuals that they have been
feaching exclusion and ethnic chauvin-
ism for hundreds of years in English, lit-
eralure, &t criticism and political idealo-
gy clisses. Ned far behind is the nagging
discomfort that there was nothing really
scientific in the way wimmin writers
have been ignored all this time by
Establishoent colleges.

In & word, the dominam intellecioal is
now embarrassed by his or ber past. In
reaction 1o that embarrassment, (here is
now a movement called postmodernism.
The reasoning goes: In the past, these
imelleciuals all thought they wene teach-
ing “classics”™ good for all times and cul-
tures with a scientific or rationalist
anderpinning for that reasoning. Bul
now they realize that is flse and hence
ey discard all of science. We Marxists
believe this is throwing e (scientific)
baby out with the (oppressor) bath
waler.

The other impelus 10 postmodernism
aside from the confrontation with a neo-
colomial world is the decadence of sclen-
tific endeavor in the imperialist coun-
tries. Here (o0 a limited understanding
of science and the realization of its uses
1o oppress has embarmssed formerly sci-
entifie intelleciuals. However, while we
cannot ohject very much to the advance
of postmadernism in academic classes
concemning cullural appreciation, on the
whale it is reactionary 1o claim that there
is no science just beciuse for hundreds
of years Western intellectials stunted its

growih by allying with the rling class
10 oppress the colonkzed and wimmin,

By Seinar Kvale, the first essay of this
besok sets forward all the central phito-
sophicaltenets of postmodemnism.
“Pestmodem thought is charscter-
ized by a loss of belief in an objec-
tive world and an ineredulity
wowards meta-narratives of lagiti-
mation, With a delegitimation of
global systems of tbeught, there is
o foundation to secure & universal
and objective realiry. There is
today a growing public scknowl-
edgment that ‘Reality isn't what it
used o be." In plilosophy tere is a
departure from the beliel in ome
true reality — subjectively copied in
our heads by perception or objec-
tively represented in scientific
models™ (p. 19

The galling thing about this trend of
thought s that it is simply a rehash of
old ideas already demolished by Lenin
in his book Materialism and Empirio-
Criticisnt. There iz nothing at all new
about believing that there 15 H0 COMION
underlying universal truth and that in
fact everylhing is subjective,

Although Kvale does not believe in
progress the way Hegel did, Kvale does
adopt the same approach o reality: “All
facts embody theory™ (p. 19).

Like most subjectivists, Kvale leaves
us wondering why he bolhers writing a
book at all 1o communicate with the
public. “There exists no standard metod
for measuring and comparing knowledge
within different language games and
paradigms; they are incommensurable.
A postmodemn world is characterized by
@ continnal change of perspectives, with
no underlying comimon frame of refer-
ence, bul rather 3 manifold of changing
horizons™ (p. 21).

In this decadent stage of imperialism,
intellectuals have been found oul for
what they are. They stand indicted by
the failure of their objectivity in class,
nitional and gender terms. Some intel-
lectuals realize that, but they mistake
their temporary reality in which impen-
alism exeris iis regressive force for a
methodological truth about the truth.
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“Rock music videos caplure a world of
continually changing perspectives and
overlapping contexts™(p. 210 It 15 not
just that Kvale is reflecting this fact
aboat Western rock videos, He is also
glorifying the MTV video as a condem-

if someone like Christopher Jencks
wants o crilicize scignee, he should try
to tell starving peasants short of food
that it doesn’t matter how they plant
their seeds, plow their soil, fire @ gon &
OCCUpder (rOOps O organize a party for

~Tetion- of science as-il-is-tught- Tn con-— maximal-effect. Even if such sobjects

trast, we believe tat the social phenom-
eni known as “atiention deficil disorder”™
and Ritalin are a emporary and far from
universal aspect specilic only (o late
imperialism and perhaps olber empires
in decline.

Profit-secking and national chagvin-
ism have been justified i the name of
science in the West for so bong that some
have equated science itselll with a stalti-
fying effect on the brain. This causes the
postmodermnists to attack the belief that
scienoe applies (o the study of society as
well, a belief known as posilivism, For
cxample, Walter Truett Anderson 15 =0
pood s to separate science and Wesiern
heritage clung to by conservatives, hul
e is also cormect that especially in acad-
emia the science-belicvers amd conserva-
tive traditbonalists 2nd 10 stick wgether
(p. 113). We cannot deny this, but ot the
same time we should seek o win over
the scientists on the importnce of cliss,
gender and national liberation and vlti-
mately we must seize power o apporion
resources (o solving the scientific prob-
lems associated with class, national and
pender oppression,

We Maoists take a position between,
on the one hand, the majority of posi-
tivists who deny that science production
is political and on the other hand the
postmodertists who think there is no sci-
ence at all. During the Coliural
Revolution, Mao Zedong, Jiang Qing
and Zhang Chungiac blared the road
forward between a naive beliet in what-
ever a man in white coal in a laboratory
says and having no science at all,
Science is political; science exists.

In a socicty like the united states, the
great majority of people have their food,
shelter and clothing needs men, i 15 oot
surprising for some imellectuals to
believe that there is nothing keft for sci-
ence o accomplish and (et in fact sci-
ence does nof matier anymore, However,

are nod taught in the boargeoisic’s uni-
versities, they are nonctheless matiers of
the application of science, as well as
matiers of [ife and death.

For that matter Walter Trueun
Anderson should notice the real-life
prisoners in this prison state. According
to him, “now we see that the strongest
chains are symbolic opes, mind-forged
mangches™ (p. 243), Presumably he with
& strong postmodemn mind will sill be
quite free if be winds up in maximuom
security,

In the nihilist view everyone might as
well use heroin, Such a view becomes
common when sockely is nod moving
forward of its own steam and instead
demonstrates militarism and other
waztclul and regressive behaviors that
seem worthy of total destruction. Again
though, we believe tht the nihilist view
of the pointlessness and worthlessness of
life is limited amd narrowly focused on
what has happened in this century under
imperigism. It has nothing o say about
the possibilities of reorganizing or life
aller reorganizing socicty,

Some of these inellectvals of post-
modernism are clearly 1960s burnouts.
“In thiz period no social or political
‘project” is worthy of commitment.
Ahead lies overpopulation, genocide,
omic destroction, the apocalypse, envi-
ronmental devastation, the cxplosion of
the sum and the end of e solar system
in 4.5 billion years, the desth of the uni-
verse through entropy™ (p. 108).

Those postmodernists with a more
“affirmative™ view, according 1o Paoling
Marie Rosenan, are into “New Age neli-
gion and New Wave life-styles™ and
tendd 1o be “non-dogmatic™ and “non-ide-
ological™ (p. 108). These people faibed in
the 19603, and they retreat into their
inmer spiritual selves, albeit in a non-tra-
ditional way.

One of the “affirmatives” in the col-

lection is an essay by Bell Hooks, which
15 s own beadasche, According o Bell
Hooks, it's not that the Euro-Amerikan
nation is sucking in superprofits or sit-
L on somsone else"s land. Mo, accond-
ing to Bell Hooks, now the Western

—intelbectuals arc-stealing their identity

with attacks on identity politics. *Yeah,
it's casy (o give up wentity, when yoa
got one™ (p. 121} According o Heoks
the postmodernists are not subjective
encugh, so her essay is outdoing the
postmodemnists in their own game. In the
essay, he ends with all the same themes
of diversity.

Another affirmative is Maureen
O'Hara, who revels in “post-stracturalist
feminism.” She knocks essentialist femi-
nism comecly in many regards, but she
ends up with a call for post-structuralist
feminist Wberapy to replace essentialis
feminist therapy for depression (p. 154),
We at MIM prefer structuralism (o post-
structuralism. ' Hara gives us an exam-
ple why: For ber, "construction” is an
individoal activity and the isdividua can
shape their own society and meaning as
if there were no ruling class,

It is fiting w0 end this review with
some quotes of relativism in postmod-
ernism. “The most important human
activities can barely be measured, much
less predicted and controlled, Rather, e
post-modemn scientist sirives (o identify,
describe and understand these activities
as deeply and as thoroughly as possible.
“Trwth” is a matter of perspective, and
perspectives are a byproduct of social
interchange or “discourse’™ (p. 163).
Such is the clarion call of the petiy-boor-
geoisie = the settler of Amenkan frontier
history = denying that there are classes
“controlling me! and cluiming that the
individual can make it alone as if this
was already a classless socicty,
Therefore, according to this frontier-sei-
tler view,. science cannotl be troe,
hecause if there were a science of soci-
ety, it would be possible to use it for
control and that's impossible since we
hawe alrendy assumed it is impossible,

Then there 15 also the historian Anhor
Schlesinger, who said: “It is this belief
in absolotes, 1 would hazard, that is the

8l
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great enemy today of the life of the
mind. This may seem a rash proposition.
The fashion of the time is (o denounce
relativism as the root of all evil. Bul his-
tory suggests that the damage dooe 1o
humanity by the relativist is far less tan

225). According to Schiesinger,
Christian preachers wrole almosl one
halfl of the defenses of slavery. A book
e cites includes a list of 275 ministers
who thought slavery was divine (p.226).

It is true that the class of slave-owners
thought they were pioons and they had
widespread support amongst whites,
This 1o MIM does not prove the value of
relativism. It is by righteous violence
that slavery is destroyed. Owners and
preschers were not merely alked out of
i Relativist pratile only delayed the
inevilable. And yes, we can rghleously
say that abolition of chanel slavery in
the united siales Was progress - contrary
1o Lhe postmodermnists.

Dengist Baraka
Strikes again

Unity And Struggle
Box 1313

Newark Nj 07101
§10/year

mity and Struggle is the new organi-

zation of Dengist Amiri Baraka.
The April 1996 issue MIM reviewed
contains articles aboul the Black NIA
Force and American Communist Linion
joining U&S, the Million Man March,
Mew Jersey Ciov, Whitman's assaull on
the poor, coverage of the repression of
Ruotgers University activists, the sell-oul
leadership of the AFL-CIO president,
and a defense of Stalin, There are also
articles by the cop-run “MPP-USA"
although we read more recently on the
Internet that Unity and Struggle has bro-
ken with the MPP. We also se¢ many
ails for more theoretical books and pam-
‘phlets. MIM is ondering U&S™s materi-
als on Stdin and on the Black Mation to

review as well as the theoretical state-
ment, “Revolutionaries Unite!” (MIM
bl nodt heard of the Black NILA Force or
the American Communist Union
belore.)
MIM was sent this newspaper by a

grouping.” 1t is unclear 1o MIM without
reviewing “Revolutionaries Unite!™ and
other theorelical materials whether U&S
claims to uphold Mao or Mars, It could
be that U&S merely considers them-
selves a mass organization of revolution-
artes, MIM didn't see a mention of Marx
or Map in the issoe that MIM read, but
we did see a discussion of Engels” and
Lenin's fdea on the oppression of wim-
min. If U&S is a mass organization,
MIM would simply criticize some of
tieir posliions a5 wrong. If U&S claims
Marx for their ideas, we would go far-
ther and call U&S revisionist and much
move than mass organizations
with incorrect ideas, We await word
from U&S on their loundations.

For the benefit of the friend who sent
us the newspaper and those on the
Interned who refer 1o U&S as Maoist, we
will compare the theory and practice of
U&S to the concrete application of
Maoism in Morth America. MEM"s four
dividing ling guestions serve o make
this distinction, as ey are the minimum
points of unily necessary to distinguish
Maoism from revisionism here in the
imperialists societics.

CQuestlon 1. Capitalist restoration in
the USSE after the death of Sulin in
1953 and in China in 1976 after Mao's
death and the arrest of the “Gang of
Four” U&S cosectly gives Khruschev
responsibility for capitalist restoration in
the USSR, On China, they are much
murkicr:

“Revalutionaries (he workd over
watch the Peoples Republic of
China elosely, because of s revo-
lutionary history. But also because
we all hold our breath walching the
Deng Hsisoping-led Chinese gov-
ernment lurch and sway towards
revigioalsm, for which Deng in the
60 was madhe to wear a dunce hat
as “The Person In Power

Following the Capitalist Road.”
“Deng s stll Tollowing (e capi-
talist road. China is riddled and
besel with revasionist premises acd
programs, including deep econam-
ic relationships with the same
international imperialism that

gl veErthirnow the corropl social- ———

Tascist USSR

Previously, Amiri Baraka and his
League of Revolutionary Struggle
defended Drengist China as socialist
{while maintaining that capitalism was
restored in e USSR under Khruschev),
This being an unsustainable position
especially with the passage of tme, we
now see a more muddled position,

Since our founding in 1983, MIM has
peen clear that China under Deng was a
capitalist country. Now, it i3 even more
inearreet to refer to Ching as “lurching™
towards capitalism, when China bas
already been there for 20 years.

It is progress that Baraka now sees
Dieng as a state capitalist, bul it is incor-
rect to make this reference without
explaining that only another revolulion
could restore the means of production 1o
the control of the proletariat and peas-
antry. MIM would go much further than
Baraka and label Deng a capitalist-road-
er long before Mao's death, and would
support Mao's struggle against Deng
Xiaoping during the Cultural
Revolution,

In addition, blaming external causes
for the restoration of capitalism in a
socialist society 18 incornect. Capitalist
restorafion is carried out by a new bour-
geoishe that arises within the Communist
Party itself. It is expected for Dengists 1o
gut (his essential part of Mao's theory of
contradiction (intemal contradictions ane
principal} in order to delend Deng's hold
on power while upholding, at least
superficially, the Chinese eriticism of
the USSR under Khruschey,

2. MIM's sccond dividing line ques-
tion holds that class struggle continwes
under socialism and defends the Cultural
Revolution in China as the closest a
sociely has ever golten (o COMMUNISM.
The Cultural Revolotion wias the closest
10 communism because 1L was initiated
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oul of scientific understanding of the
wosts of stale capitalism and the need to
struggle against the capitalist road dor-
i the socialist stage and to decentralize
mnhority and increase the masses” polili-
cal initiative over their society and their

The Dengist theary - of which we can
Timd no mention in this issue - holds that
class struggle does not intensify under
socialism, U&S wlks repeatedly of
“winning the advanced 0 communism™
but withoun discussing the most impor-
tant historical battles that have occurred
on the way (0 communism, U&S is at
worst misleading the people and at best
shooting only for more stale capilalism,

3, MIM holds that the white working
class is a bought off labor aristocracy
and nod a revelutionary proletariat. The
article about the AFL-CIO in U&S
clearly upholds the rank and file of the
AFL-CIO as oppressed proletarians,
which is incomect.

4. The U&S “Principles of Unity™
contain the only mention of pary-build-
ing in the paper. The entire reference,
which is sometimes quoted from in other
articles, is: “D.) Build a Democratic
Workers" Party (an independent mass
party).” Mowhere in U&S do we see
mention of Lenin of Mao awl the neces-
sity of a disciplined party w0 cary oul
the mass line and complete the circuit
from practice 1o perceplual knowledge
to rationad knowledge and redirect that
rational knowledge back into practice.

All four questions are necessary 10
determine Maoism and i’z best paih for-
ward, and U&S strikes oot all on four.
Many U&S articles are progressive in
their opposition to U5, imperialism in
the Third World and Amerikan/FBI war
on the oppression ntions, However, we
wigh that U&S would be clearer on
whether they do or do not uphobd Marx,
Lenin or Mao so as not to conluse the
masses on the difference between
Marxism and revisiomism.

Party building is vital to revolulionary
organization; the bourgeoisie is well
organized in the madmenance of imperi-
alist society, and revolulionaries who
ke the cause of the miemational prole-

Aarial seriously must work 1o buibd struc-
tures that can rival and eventually
destroy the bourgeaisic's,

~ Maoists should join MIM, and sup-
parters of Maoism should work with the
Maoist Support Group and the

“Revolitionary Afiti-Tmperialist League

(RAIL). While MIM has nod yet done all
the research on Unity and Stroggle, we
can already claim the theory and practice
of MIM and RATL to be superior.

National Center
For Men

National Center for Men
ntmmﬂtelel:nrt.r.um

“Men Have Rights! Right?”
by James Pierce Whinston
}gﬁt’s the Point? September,

reviewed by MM
elty Friedan has predicted thag the
next wave of advance for wimmin

could very well be led by men. Her
scorn for a certain brand of feminism
thit should be called pseudo-feminism
wiis one contributing reason for this pre-
diction. Now there are men's rights
organizations arising, not all of which
flat out deny the advances of feminism,
In fact, the Mational Center for Men has
arisen in response to a detailed onder-
standing of what it ealls “victim-femi-
nism" and what MIM calls pseudo-femi-

W

—mHan: The- phenomenon of ant-pseodo-

feminist men"s rights growps is very
dialectical. We can hope for progress in
soch struggle almost as much s we can
hope for progress amongst leshians who
discover lesbian battering and rape.

“To the extent that pseudo-feminism is
a subjectivist identity politics, there is no
point in engaging it, becanse the point is
that “no one can know what it's like o
be a womyn except a womyn,™ IF that is
s0, then communication is impossible
and certainly consent is impossible;
hence there is nothing more stupid than
hererosexual identity politics. The
Mational Center for Men has recognized
this and gone beyond it by trying to
understand feminism and even speaking
in feminist terms on many subjects,

The MCM steals some thunder tradi-
tionally reserved for paesdo-feminism.
“Men currently die seven years earlier
than women. ... A sunning 94 percent
of workplace deaths are men ... let us
not ignore the losses on the batlefeld.
About 1.1 million men have died ...
Where was the feminist movement when
men were being drafied for the slaogher
in Vienam? [Coming up with excuses
why they had 1o "work on their own
oppression”™ only and not work with rad-
ical organizations, ~MIM] Why did the
women's groups fall 1o rally around the
men deemed expendable by our govem-
ment? ... Men receive longer prison sen-
tences. A man convicted of killing his
wilfe receives an average of 17 years. A
woman convicled of the same crime
receives only six years, Women also

Selected MIM publications and

World Wide Web site:
; etext

Get MIM Online

palemics are available at our new

itics/MIM

Y

o5
&

That's also where you can find rush updates and alerts, important
announcements, organizing materials and back issues.
Most stuff on the Internet is garbage — or worse — so take advantage
of what good there is, at MIM's Web site.
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benefil from more plea bargains than
men, And we never bear that mothers
commil twice as much child abuse as
fathers,™(p. 13) Well it's almost true;
people who read MIM Males notice st
we don't hold much water for biological

“distinctions in-the impertlist-countries,

and we didn't pull any punches reporting
on the child abuse rate by wimmin,
While most wimmin (and men) in the
imperialist countrigs are not gender

Centrally, men's rights have been dis-
cussed in terms of abortion and costoddy
battles. MIM does not really care for
cither the father's or the mother's claim
1o ownership of children (otherwise
known & custody). We also believe the
MCM iz barking up the wrong tree on
the abortion question. Instead, the gues-
tion of men’s rights in reproduction
should be framed as a rape guestion
while the right w “choice™ as the mid-
dle-class and gender anstocracy calls it
i3 deferred to wirnmin.

MIM holds that it is the wimmin®s
“choice™ as the lingo goes, bul many

biotogical men are being raped by wim-
min who lie about the conditions under
which they are having sex. Men should
learn (o be more confrontational aboul
what they expect about having kids, 17
they don't want kids then they should

~only-have-sex under-the-conditions-of-

that ponderstanding, Wimmin who
promise (o have abortions if they should
by chance become pregnant and then
proceed o have a child are an examplc
of how all sex is rape, because they have
voided the man's right to consent [ sex
under conditions of his choosing.
Aliematively, if men want 10 have sex
only if it will lead o chiliren then they
should voice that in advance of having
sex. Those who voice no opinion and
obdain no agreement prior to having sex
surrender their rights to wimmin, Hence,
men’s rights with regand to reproduction
miust be exercised prior to the act of sex-
ual imercourse,

The act of having a child or not aliers
people’s futures, Even in the case of the
man who runs from pregnancy = having
o run away is still on account of an act

of power by wimmin over men. For now
in bourgeos society all we can do is oy
o clarily terms of sexual consent more
and more while we work 10 abolish the
power of people over people entirely.

This is something one won't hear
~mch-except- from- M. That-has 1o do
with the stranglehold of psewdo-femi-
nism propped up by the gender anstocr-
cy on the discussion of feminism,

The men's rights movement shoold.
siop trying to be a reactionary front for
right-to-lifers and anti-affimmative action
bigots, Men who study feminism shoald
learn (o speak it in terms applicable for
everyone while understanding that they
are going to have to give up gender priv-
ilege, as are many imperialist country
wimmin who hold gender privileges.
Progress for wimmin is unfolding and
unstoppable, Men should instead sirive
to hurry along the progress toward &
maore harmonioons communist (oture.
That includes calling oul the pseudo-
feminists on their contradictory, hypo-
critical mish-mash that only prolongs the
agony of the patriarchy,

cational and inspirational.

%%

1. Struggle with, work with. finance and |
throw the system that profits from their oppression,

2. Finance MIM’s prison work. Our biggest bill each month is postage. Most prison comrades
have no way to pay for their literature. Send what you can afford, Stamps are as good as
cash, more is better than less, anything is better than nothing.

3. Distribute MIM Notes, Notas Rojas, Maoist Sofourner
prisoners and their supporters to a wider audience. Contact MIM for distribution informa-
tion. Send $24 for a one-year subscription to MIM Notes.

4. Start or joln a prison support group. MIM can help with advice and resources.

5. Fight censorship, beatings, torture and other fascist crimes. Work with political allles and
let the enemies know you are watching, Sometimes political pressure brings local victories,

6. Stay in touch. Keep us informed of pro-prisoner work you do. Our readers will find It edu-

Support
MIM’s
Prison Work

MIM Notes publishes Under Lock & Key — news from prisons and pridgoners — every lasue,
twioe a month. Write: MIM Distributors, PO Box 29670, Lod Angeles, CA 90029-0670,

oln MIM. The best way to help ptls;umrs is to over-

and MIM Theory. Bring the voices of

|l
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What’s Your Line?

FourtH-epimioN, Ocroser 1996

———MIM Theory-prinis this-new edition-of “What’s Your Line?" knowing thar,as-always, -ir-partial amd-may

contain dated information. Don't complain, though — help our! Send updated information, reviews, address-
es, and so on, to MIM for inclusion in future editions of this feature. The latest version of this document will
be made available on MIM s World Wide Web sight (www.etext.org/Politics/MIM) —ed

hucisalmn[cuﬁmuimabmtmdiﬁsiminMNmmLnltﬁmlhc])emu’aﬁcl‘myhfmw:unr
people become mmmWﬁgmwmungmmmmmwmmmmmmmmﬂu
i general ideological arentition.

There arc three sections which follovw: (1) a general essay on the materialist method of choosing and ideology, (2) a glossary of
terms and ideologies so that the labels such as Trotskyist or Stalinist can be meaningful, and (3) a list of left groops, their ofenta-
tions, our comments on them, and a listof forther readings on them. All suggested readings are available at the listed price {post-
i) from: MIM Distributors, PO Box 3576, Ann Arbor M1 4%106.3576.

Choosing one ideology over
Another: The materialist method

What work is the most effective? MIM answers this

vin hnstorical comparison, This is the process of book-
ing at history (o see which ideologies most successfully
brought aboaut revolution.

It is only by examining the practice of various ideclogics
over the long run of history that one can decide which ideolo-
g¥ is the most effective in promoting end of oppression of
oppressed groups by oppressor groups. In contrast, some
people think it is fair to compare an shstract idea with an acty-
ol movement. That is not materialist method. Onee one allows
iheas 10 be comparcd W actual, historical movements one has
0 waty of stopping all kinds of comparisons of ideas to actuz
practices, One can only compare practices with practices.

It is intellecuals and Trotskyists whoe compare practices to
ideas to see how good or bad the practice is. With this compar-
ison, for example, it is easy o shoot down the practice of
Stalinism with the idess of Trotskyism or the ideas of Madison
and JefTerson or any idea for thal matter, This method is not
wrong becawse it is Trotskyist or Madisonian. Rather,
Trotskyism is wrong because it uses this idealist method to
criticize Stalinism instead of comparing Trotskyist practice
with Stalinist practice.

In the same vein, it"s nod Gadr 10 compare Maoism with Jesus
Christ in the abstract. Maybe Mao did not obey the 10
Commandments. But his followers have a better practice (han

Om of the common questions in the left movement is:

the Christians when it comes to ending oppression.

The only time it is comect to evaloate a practice in relation-
ship to an idea is within that practice, Maoists can dtermine if
there are beller ways to be Maoists and ap existing polential
by discussing bdeas within Maoism. Even then, the ooly proof
of the validity of a new Maoist idea is by comparing one
Maoist practice with another Maoist practice.

Hence MIM uses the “where’s the beel™ munt to everyone
€lse. There are an infinity of logically consistent ideas ranging
from professors” pel economic models to Hare Krishna, Only
some ideas, bowever, have come with practices 1o end oppres-
sion. By choosing the tdeology that goes with the most histori-
cally effective practice of social change to end oppression, one
separates oneself from dogmatism .and religion. Dogmatism
may take the form of believing in refoom wo matter what: it
may tike the form of epposing dogma all the time, but in every
case dogmatizm and religion really amount (o comparing
apples and oranges, the apples being ideas and the oranges,
practices. Dogmatists of all siripes conclude thal oranges
should be more like apples, In contrast, Marxist materialists
Just pick the best oranges,

MIM forms the following conclusions on the materialist
method: 1. In debate, we must decide when it is appropriaie o
compare peactices with each other. 2. Then we musi decide on
when it is appropriate to develop ideas within a practice,

—MC5
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Glossary

Anarchists: Typically anarchists don’t beligve.in o parly o
democratic centralism. Although they have a hatred for oppres-

- _sion and autherity, the groups are principally a First World

phenomenon and have nEver won & revolution. For more infior-
mation, see MIM Theory 8: “The Anarchist Ideal and
Communist Revolution™ ($6),

Soclal Democrats: Believe that socialism can be brought
aibout through the ballot box and that the bourgeoisic will com-
promise with the working class, For more information, see the
section oo rightism in MIM Theory MIM Theory 5: “Line,
Strategy, and Tactics™ ($6).

Dengists: Support the student butchering regime of China
today and the lesdership of Deng Xinoping. Often these groups
eapouse mixed cconomy theloric.

Hoxhaites: These uphold Albanian socialism and the lesider
of the Albanian Communist Party, Enver Hoxha. Hoxha
claimed unity with Mao until the latter’s death, when Hoxha
publicly eriticized the Culiugl Revolution,

Maoists: Follow the lead of Mao Zedong, chair of the
Chiinese Communisi Party, who vas the first commanist leader
to identify class struggle as continuing under socialism.
Believe that capitalism was restored in the USSR afier the
death of Stalin.and ot capitalism was restored in China in
1976, See “What is MIM T (52).

Mationalists: In the U5, this generally refers 1o groups

struggling to liberate the Black, Native American or Lating
nations within these borders. Nationalists may of may ool be
communists and either way they see the struggle of the niion
a5 primary. See MIM Theory 7: “Revolutionary Nationalism®™
{563,

Trotskyists, Meo-Trotskyists, Crypto-Trotskylsts: Trots

- gupport Leon Trotsky, Menshevik leader who opposed V.1,

Lenin until the Sovict viciory in 1917 Trotsky broke with
Stalin over e feasibility of socialism in one country which
Troisky said was impossible, Ortbodox Trots believe that the
working classes of the advanced capitalisi countries are the
best vehicle for worldwide revolution and downplay the anti-
fendal and anti-imperialist struggles of the oppressed nations,

Meo-Trods temper their support of Trotsky by dropping ooe
or two of the most obviously reactionary Trotskyist tenets.
Neo-Troas are often more supportive of national liberation
struggles in principle than mainsiream Trots, However, neo-
Trots still uphold Trotsky's non-Marxist crilique of the USSR
under Stalin.

Crypto-Trots do not explicitly support Trotsky and often
reject Trotskyism superficially in words. In practice. however,
crypio-Trots put forwand Trotskyist dogma in new packaging.
Most significantly they suffer from the sume great-nation chau-
vinism as the other Trots, over-smphasizing the role of the
oppressor nation working classes and underemphasizing the
e of the liberation struggles of the oppressed nations. For
more information on Trotskyism, read On Tretskyism, by
Kostas Movrakis (§15).

Group, self-deéc_riptiun,

cnm_rﬁent, further info:

Revolutionary Worker RCP and the Mational Question™ and
PO Box 3486 “MAFTA Stand Clarilies RCP
Chicago, IL 60654 Differences with MIM™ in MT7, $6;

Maoists

Maokst Internationalist Movement
MIM Distribastars
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor M1 48106-3576

See description on Page 2 and
Program in this issue.
CRYPTO-TROTSKYISTS

Revolutionary Communist Party

£40 per year; 51 per issue

Self-Deseription: Uphold Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism. Support Communist
Party of Peru. Bob Avakian, chairman.

Conunents: The RCP continues (o dis-
tribute Trotskyist anti-Stalin and anti-
Mao diatribes in “Conguer the World®
and “America In Decline,” despite its
elpim 1o uphold Maoism. Leader of the
Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement (see below).

Further Info: See critique in “MIM's
ROP Swudy Pack,” $15; Review of
= America in Decline” in MIM Theory 4,
$6: “Unraveling the RCP's Political
Economy” and other in MTS5, $6;
Review of “Democracy: Can't We Do
Better Than That?” in MT6, $6; “The

“The RCP & Trotsky™ in MT9, 56:
“Historical Revisionists, Too” in MT11,
$6.
Revolutionary  Internationalist
Movement

A World o Win

BCM

Landon WCIN 3XX
UK

$5 per issue

Self-Description: Declaration signed
by parties from several nations in 1984
upholds the Cultural Revolution Joumal
claims to end international confusion
since Mao died in 1976,

Comments; The Revolutionary
Internationalist Movement (RIM) con-
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tnins both Maoist and pseudo-Mioist
parties and is led by the cryplo-
Troskyist RCP throogh the Committes
of the RIM (CoRIM). MIM polemicized
with the RIM as carly as 1984, and has
yel Lo receive a response. The CoRIM

———coasistently-makes-the-error-of-hege——

monism calling the RIM the “emerging
political center of the iniemational com-
munist movement despite Mao's ejec-
tion of the idea of an inlerational center
o paity.

Further Info: "MIM's RCP Stody
Pack,” $15; Maoist Sojourner, April
1996, June 1996 $1 each; “Reject the
Outdated Idea of an Emerging
Intcrnational Center,” MiM Nowes 105
(MMN105); “On Peru and the RIM”™ in
MTI2 (56).

MaoisT-INFLUENCED

Progressive Labor Party
Progressive Labor Party
2211 Church Ave. Rm 100
Brooklyn, NY 11226
{718) 2R2-9000

Self-Description: The Progressive
Labor Party (PLP) “fight[s] directly for
communism.... The two-stage idea of
hirsl socialism, then communism, led
back to capitalism.., Communism
means the Party lewls every aspect of
socaely,”

Commnrs: Was official Maoist party
in ‘60s. Was one-hall of SDS. Supporied
Chinese uliraleft and broke with Maoism
when Mao shut down Red Guoards,
Current incorrect, idealist pasilions on
socialism and the role of the party exac-
erbated by the PLPs incorrect political
ceonomy and factual analysis.

Further fnfo: “Differences Between
MIM and the Progressive Labos Pary,”
MT11, 86,

Sociaust Poumics
Soclalist Politics
H20W. Stase St

Milwaukee, W1 53233
510 per 4 issues

Self-Descriprion: Independent journal
of Marxist theory.

Dengists

League of Revolutionary Struggle

Self-Deseription: Sees China as  Liberation League

socialist, Scautered theoretically:
Upholds Three Worlds Theory.
Supported Mondale and Democrats in
1984, Don't describe self as socialist in
paper.

Comments: Hard-working oppor-
tnists, Worked in anti-draft groop for
Iwo years without revealing identity,
Members may be honest, but group
ranks high on shit-lise. LRS split into the
Socialist Organizing MNetwork (SON)
aned Unity, SON merged with FRSO 1w
form FRSOVSON, Current respective
status of SON and Unity unknown.

Freedom Road Soctalist Organization
Freedom Socialist

PO Box 1884

Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

515 per six issoes (1 year)

Self-Description: Worked in Jackson
campaign; sees RCP as ultraleft. Seeks
unity en program on US. see USSR as
enemy., Comments: Merge of Proletarian
Unity League, Revelutionary Workers
Headquarters & Organization for
Revolonopary Unily-Eurocommunists,
Hua Guolengisis, Lin Biaoists. Works in
Mass organizations, Not a Party. Further
Info: MT12 ($6).

HoxHAITES

Marxist-Leninist Study Group
PO Box 25716
Chicago, 1L 60625

L5, Marxist-Leninist Organization
Woice of Revolution

PO Box 265; 310 Franklin 51,
Boston, MA 02110

35 per year

Self-Description: Sells Hoxha books,
Hails %th Congress of Labor Panty of

Albania [clrea 1990],

U.5.-Albania Friendship Association
PO Box 420

Jamsaica Plain, MA 02130
(617) 522.7550

Liberation League
PO Box 13851
Mew Orleans, LA 70185

Self-Description: Does union and anti-
white: supremacist work.
RevoLumionarY NATIONALISTS

African People's Soclalist Party
Buming Spear Publications

PO Box 15085

51 Petersburg, FL 33733

Self-Descriprion; Believes road to
socialism i painted black and the white
working class owes the black nation
$4.1 willion in reparations. Mot advanc-
ing 1o armed struggle at this paint.

Comments: Takes historical experi-
ence of socialism lightly. Sectarian
towards other groups,

Further Info: See roview in MTE, 56,

All-African People’s Revolutionary
Party

A-APRP

Box 3307

Washington D 20000

Self-Dezcription; Pan-Africanist,
Mkrumahist, internationalist; upholds
“scientific socialism.™

Commenis: Mot Leninist and not very
scientific. Belicves in “unity of religion
and revolution.” Suppons all sorts of
revisionist and capitulationist groupings
like the Communist Party of Cuba and
the Palestine Liberation ization,

Further Info: Leuer and response
MN124 and MT12 (56).

Pralrie Fire Organizing Committee
Breakthrough

PO Box 14422

San Francisco, CA 94114
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S0 por yoir (4 sues)

Alse: John Brown Book Club

Self-Dezcription: Supports liberation
of mtermal Black colony

Comments; Armed Struggle now.

' Descendent of the Weather tinderground

Organization (WLI0, “The

Weathermen™)

Black Panther Newspaper Commitice
The Black Panther

PO Box 519

Berkeley CA 947010519

Self-Descriprion: Mot a party. Carries
on the “tradition of the Black Panther
Panty.”

Comments: Eclectic. Sees Dengist
China and Cuba as socialist and advo-
cates Black capdtalism; also publishes
articles calling for “Black Maoist
Revoluwion.™ Funher Infoc Review, MTH
(36),

TROTSKYISTS

Kevolutionary Workers League
Fighting Werker

PO Box 1207

Detrod, M1 48231

53 per year

Self-Description; “Sympathizing
Section of the Intermational Trotskyist
Commitiee for the political regeneration
of the Fourth Intematicnal”

Commenrs: Mmnline Trots who
believe in local unicn organizing, infil-
irating mass organizations, and front
ETTHIIS.

Spark
2068 N. California

Chicago, [L 60647
54 per six months

Self-Description: Run revolotionary
history series, Criticize Mao as a batch-
er.

~Comments; Full of government
agents, but tame tactics as Trots go.
Spartacist League
Workers Vanguand
PO Box 1377
Mew York, NY 10115
55 per vear

Self-Description: Orthodox Trots.
Defended Soviel economic organization
and invasion of Afghanistan, Reject the
concept of National Liberation for (he
Black nation and other oppressed
nations. Believe in “multiracial™ work-
ing class,

Comments: Subjective and objective
agents of the state. Further Info:
“Spartacist League,..” MT1 ($3); “Labor
Aristocracy Continued,” MT2/3 (55),
“Private Property Mext, Spans? MTS
(56); Review, MT11 ($6).

Campaign for a Labor Party
Labor Militam

PO Box 39462

Chicago, [Rinots 60639

Self-Descriprion. For a British-style
Labor party to “fight for the end of dom-
ination of big business over 1.5, society
through nationalization of the command-
ing heights of the economy.”™

Comments: Slightly left of the democ-
s,

Solidarity
Agminst the Current
Left Turm

7002 Michigan Ave,
Detroit, MI 48210

Self-Description; Founded in 1986,
“unconditional defenders of Polish
Solidarnose,” revolutionary socialists
who are democratic, feminisl, anti-racist
and stand for “socialism from below.™

Comeents: Join mass organizaions (o
recruil members. Not open aboul origins
i Trodskyism or about socialist politics

when working in mass orgs. Possibly
merging with Democratic Socialists of
America and the Commiuees of
O ;
Further Iafo: *Open Letter 1o
Solidarity™ and *On the Origins of the

~— -Bemocratie- Socialists-of-America,™

MT10, $6.

Internstions] Socialist Organization
Socialist Worker
PO Box 16085

Chicago, IL 60616

Self-Descripiion: Consider ex-USSR
state-capitalist.

Comments: Leans heavily towards
social-demecracy.

Freedom Socialist Party
Mew Freeway Hall

5018 Ranier Ave

Seaule WA 95118

$50yr (4 issves)

Self-Descripion: “The voice of revo-
lutionary feminism."”

Comments: Class redoctionist,
reformist, and opporiunist.

Furiher Info: Review, MT12 ($6).

MEeo-TRoTSKYISTS

Soclalist Workers Party
The Militant

410 West 51,

Mew York, NY 10014
£3 per 12 weeks

Self-Dezeriprion: Support Castroile
libgration groups. Publish Cuban
specches. Claims o prefer Lenin to
Trotsky where the two disagree,

Conmuments: SWP practice is consistent
with orthodox Trotskyism excepl where
Trowskyist orthodoxy would prevent
SWP from tailing a national struggle
which SWP sces it w suppor. Extreme
opportunizts. Competes with DA and
social democracy, Largest group on this
list. Also publishes Young Socialist.

Workers World Party
Workers World
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35 W, 1 7th Sereet
New York, NY 10010
hntpediwarw workers.org

Comments; Different from SWEP only -

in that WWP attempis (o co-opt ele-

while SWP only atlempis to co-0pt sup-
port fos non-communist national strug-
gles. Extreme opporiunists.

Further Info: “"Workers World:
Inconsistent Socialists or Consislent
Opportunists? MT4 (36); “More
Accounting on the Labor Artstocracy,”
MT10{56).

BAcK To LENINISM

Communist Volce Organization
Communist Voice

PO Box 13261

Harper Station

Detroit MI 482130261

Self-Description; “Anti-revisionis,”
Successor 1o Workers' Advocate, “the
national voice of the Marxist-Leninist
Party, USA"™ The CVO opposed the dis-
solution of the ML,

Commenrs: The MLF was a general
Marxist-Leninizst group. [t was class
reductionist and supported anything left
of center, The CVO 1s the most theonet-
cal-minded of the MLP splinters,

sﬁFurmer Tafe; “MLP Staement,” MT6
(56,

ANARCHISTS

Filth Estate
PO Box 02548
Detroit, MI 48202

Self-Descriprion; Longlime anarchist
tabloid, Comments: Swrong on environ-
mental issues, Wilil, bat linde idea how

te build a revolution. Further Info:
Review and “Fifth Estale on the
Bolsheviks,” MTS ($6).

Kick It Over -
PO Box 5811

— ments of Maoism into its Trotskyism,  Stdion A ST

Toronio, ONT M5SW 1P2

International Workers of the World
/o International Workers Distribution
PO Box 2056

Ann Arbor, MI 48106

$15.00 per year (monthly)

Self-Meseription: Represents anarcho-
symdicalism in 1.5,

Conprenss: Also called Wobblies.

Further Info: Review, MTE (56);
Leter and response, MTI0 ($6); On
IWW's place in history: 1. Sakai,
Seulers: The Mythology of the White
Prodetariat ($9)

The Shadow
PO Box 20208
MNew York, NY 10009

Self-Descripiion: Anarchist newspa-
per.

Comments: CGeneral anarchist news
about Mew York. Excellent coverage of
housing struggles, Sometimes anti-impe-
rialist. Focoist. Further Info: Review,
MTE (36).

SociaL DEMocraTs

Committees of Correspondence
11 Jobn 5t. Rm 506
New York, NY 10038

Self-Deseription: Marxist and plural-
ist. “To sdvance the wrue interests of the
nation and s people.” “Organization of
Erassrools aclivism, commitied to elec-
toral and non-electoral™ activity,

Comments: Split from the Communist
Party, USA in 1992, Social Democratic
and reformist, Possibly merging with the
D& A and Solidarity.

Further fnfo: “On the Origins of the
Democratic Socializsts of America,™
MT 10 (56),

Communist Party, USA
People’s Weekly World
239 W 23rd Street

New York, NY 10011
515 per year

Self-Descriprion: For “bill of rights

socialism,"™

Commenis: Was the vanguard party
within L5, borders until it sided with
Soviet social-imperialism in the Sino-
Soviet split. Degenerated as & resull of
its incorrect decision (o base iell in the
labor aristocracy and 1o orient ilseld
around the labor aristocracy’s demands.
Currenily tails Democrats and ignores
{or slanders) the revolutions in Pery and
the Philippines. A dincsaor,

Further Info: “Tatemal Anarchism in
the International  Communist
Movement," MTE ($6); “Lessons from
the Comintern,” MTI0 ($6); "Struggle
{P;:F};s in Imperialist Countries,” MT11

Crossroads
PO Box 2809
Oakland, CA %4600

Self-Deseription: Published by the
“Institute for Social and Economic
Sunlies.”

Comments: Led by Irwin Silber, anti-
Maoist publisher of the Guardian.

Further Info: “Guardian bites the
dust,” MT4 ($6),

Democratic Socialists of America

The Activist

15 Duteh St. #500

Mew York, NY 10038
Self-Description: Work within the

Democratic Party. Oppose socialism,
Commenis: Pro-imperialist. The fur-

thest right of all groups in this list
Further Infor See the section on social

democracy in MTS (56), “On the

Origins of the Democratic Socialists of

America,” MT10 ($6).

Socialist Labor Party
The People
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914 Industrial Ave.
Falo Alio CA 94303

4 per year
gopher:fgopher sip.org

Self-Description: Established 1891,

Saw ex-USSR-as-bureavcraticsiate—FRONT-GROUPS

despotizm, Marxist Del.conist.
Commeats; That's Marxist-Deleonist,
o belarxist-LeninisL

Socialist Party

The Socialisg

516 W 25h

Mew York, NY 10001

§5 per vear, frog to priscnens

Self-Description: Puts feminism, anti-
militarism, and the tradition of Eugene
Debs  right wp front.  (pposes

Democratic Pany, but not the electoral  National People's Campaign

stralegy, ,

Further Info: “On the Origins of the
Democratic Socializts of America,”
MTI056).

Conuments: Set up by Worker's World
Party.

Refuse and Reskst

Comments: Pushed by the

Movement for & Peoples Assembly Revolutionary Communist Party.

36 Fast 12th Street, 6th Floor

Mew Yok, NY 10003 Natlonal Women's Righis Organkzing
Committes (NWROC),

The Committee to Defend Alfirmative
Action By Any Means Mecessary

Self-Descriprion: “People’s Assembly
will be a mass gathering that will be a

platform o launch mass struggle.” {BAMN)
Linited Inont against oppression,

Commenrs: Set up by Worker's World Comments; RWL Front Groups, Split
Party. and wreck seclarians.

International Action Center,

A ME

Get MIM
Theory 11,
“Amerikkkan
Prisons on
Trial,” and get
the latest
essential tool
for revolution-
ary anti-pris-
ons organizing.
Articles in the
issue feature
analysis and
information
that you need
to take up the
fight in the
best way pos-
sible. Don't
wait. Order
yours for $6
postpaid.

RIKA
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Think Globally
Act Globally!

Myth: Thinking globally but acting | .

locally is an effective way to fight
imperialism and save the
environment.

Fact: That is exactly what the
imperialists want us to do: keep
acting locally, attacking local
symptoms instead of global causes.

You can't save the environment without
ending imperialism. There is no
environmentalism that isn't revolutionary
environmentalism. Don't agree?
Want to know more? Get:

MIM Theory 12, “Environment,

Society, Revolution,”
from the Maoist Internationalist Movement
and join the struggle for the best way
forward — globally.

Struggle with, work with, finance and join
the Maoist Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576
http:/fwww.etext.org/Politics/MIM

Think Globally
Act Globally!

 Myth: Thinking globally but acting

locally is an effective way to fight
imperialism and save the
environment.

Fact: That is exactly what the
imperialists want us to do: keep
acting locally, attacking local
symptoms instead of global causes.

You can't save the environment without
ending imperialism. There is no
environmentalism that isn't revolutionary
environmentalism. Don't agree?
Want to know more? Get:

MIM Theory 12, “Environment,

Sociely, Revolution,”
from the Maoist Internationalist Movement
and join the struggle for the best way
forward — globally.

Struggle with, work with, finance and join
the Maoist Infernationalist Movement,

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576

http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

1} Add local contact info if needed. 2) Photocopy. 3) Cut. 4) Distribute,




There is only one reasonable verdict for

the Amerikan injustice system. For the

crime of oppression and genocide, the
people find this imeperialist system:

W Incarcoration: TRO0-1684.
VEd=100. Tha nismber of pecpls meatesinbed hat monk than wiphid

T T T TR T U I R I

Somgrp 1ol s Vit o Coams By Dol el M Pavesaiil e Toal, Sl

How much further will you let them go?

Get: MIM Theory 11, “Amerikkkan
Prisons on Trial” and get the tools
you need to turn the tables.

Struggle with, work with, finance and join
the Maoist Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, Mi 48106-3576
hup:/fwww.etext.org/Politics/MIM
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the Amerikan injustice system. For the
crime of oppression and genocide, the

people find this imeperialist system:
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How much further will you let them go?

Get: MIM Theory 11, “Amerikkkan
Prisons on Trial” and get the tools
you need to turn the tables.

Struggle with, work with, finance and join
the Maois! Internalionalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“IMIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, M1 48106-3576
http:ifwww.etextorg/Politics/MIM

1} Add local contact info iF needed. 2) Photocopy. 3) Cuot. 4) Distribote,




Get A Grip!

The International
Communist Movement
_has to understand that
the workers of imperialist
nations — the white
workers, by and large —
benefit from imperialism
in a thousand ways. If
you don’t agree, prove
us wrong.

Find out more... Read
MIM Theory 10:
“Coming to Grips with
the Labor Aristocracy.”

Struggle with, work with,
finance and join the Maoist
Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576
http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

Who Are
They

| Kidding? |

Some people think the white work-
ing class and the other labor aristocrat
workers of the imperialist nations are
exploited. Instead of demanding repa-
rations for oppressed nations, these
‘socialists’ think the white working
class needs a raise. MIM wants to
know: Who's going to pay for the
raise? We think the Third World has
paid enough.

Find out more...
Read MIM Theory 10:
“Coming to Grips with the Labor
Aristocracy.”

Struggle with, work with,
finance and join the Maoist
Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, Ml 48106-3576
hitp://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

1} Add local contact info If needed. 2) Photocopy. 3) Cut. 4) Distribute,




Anarchists!

Don’t give up on
ending oppression to

your ideals! Communist
revolution isn’t perfect.
But it’s done more than
anything else to defeat
imperialism and end
oppression.

Find our more... Read
MIM Theory 8:
“The Anarchist ldeal &
Communist Revolution.”

Struggle with, work with,
finance and join the Maaist
Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576
http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

| maintain the purity of

Anarchists!

The Maoist Internationalist Movement
works for communist revolution —
beginning with national liberation struggles
— as the best course for a society free from

| the scourge of imperialist patriarchy. |

What do you suggest?

Don't make up a lot of pretly ideas that
don't work — and then hold real-world
actions to your idealist standards.

Show us something that works better.
We want nothing more than to get out of this
hell-hole. Where will anarchist strategies
takes us? So far, they've gone nowhere.

Find our more... Read
MIM Theory 8:
“The Anarchist Ideal &
Communist Revolution.”

Struggle with, work with,
finance and join the Maoist
Internationalist Movement.

Send $6, cash or check made out to:
“MIM Distributors”
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, M| 48106-3576

htip://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

1) Add locsl contact info if needed. 2) Photocopy. 3) Cut. 4) Distribute,




Reparations
for the
Oppressed
— Nations!

The history of Amerika is one of
theft and genocide. Amerika

owes the pe-:}gle of the oppressed -

nations for labor stolen over the

last 500 years.

The existing' Amerikan state
defends the interests of the impe-
rialists, so it cannot consistently
carry out reparations. It reneged
on its treaties with the First
Nations and its promise to the
Black naucm of “40 Acres

and a Mule.”

There are no rights,
only power struggles!

Find out more, Read MIM Theory 7, “Proletarian
Feminist Revolutionary Nationalism on the
Communist Road.” Send $6 to:

MIM Distributors
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, M1 48106-3576
httpe//www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

Liberation for
the Internal
Colonies!

—} | National liberation struggles -

with communist leadership
have done more to help the
most oppressed people on
Earth than any other form of
organization.

In Amerika today, national
oppression of the internal
colonies is the foremost issue
for revolutionaries.

There is no time for
failed strategies.

Struggle with, work with,
and join MIM, the
Maoist Internationalist
Movement.

Find out more. Read MIM Theory 7, “Proletarian
Feminist Revolulionary Nationalism on the
Communist Road.” Send $6 10

MIM Distributors
PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, MI 48106-3576
http://www.etext.org/Politics/MIM

1) Add loval contact info If needed. 2) Photocopy. 3) Cut. 4) Distribute,
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——MIMTheory

MUST-HAVE BACK ISSVES!

MM T{wﬂrv MIM Theory N2 |

|_ White F‘mlu.tkn:l‘ A White Proletariat?
: a8 Explans why the Marth Amankan whice werking chss isn't on the side of

Third World Revelitien. The Party bays down the line with statisiceal T —

studies and polemics with these who disagree. 54 HiM "Hiﬂﬂ'f

MIM Theory M2 2 & 3

Gender £ Rewolutionary Feminism

Droubde issug tackling gender and revolution, first warld feminism snd patri-
archy, Includes the Black Panthers on gender and gay Uberation, and the
interseotions of cass, nation and gender. 5

- ———

MIM\ THEGRY

MIM Theory N= 4 5

A Spiral Trajectory

Discusses the collipse of staze capitiaisrn in the former USSR and farmer & i "
Eastera Rlec alles, MIM cxamines what succass renl!,- means by analyzing i M!M mmw
sockllt economic dovalopment. $6 el

MIM Theory N2 5

Diet for 4 Smalt Red Planet

[hscussos lne, strategy and tactics, locobm, femirem, Maoism in the
Philippines, the revolutlon in Peru and continuation of the gender
dibate. 56

MIM Theory N2 6
THE STALIN IssuE

Bombards revisionist & reactionary Stalin bicgraphers. a2nd explins ghe
nocessily of making a materialiss anabysis of Stalin's advanees 23 wall as his
mistakes, $6

ICTETEEO TR
MMM THEQRY

MIM Theary N2 T

Proletarian Femindst Revolutionary Mationalism on the
Commuunist Road

MIM's take on national liberation past, present & future far Morth

America. Specific nacional struggles & theary. Reviews major groups . $6

Send stamps, cash, check or money order to:
MIM Distributors » PO Box 3576 * Ann Arbor MI 48106-3576




Get a four-issue subscription now, and take
on one of these recent back issues.
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MIM Theory 8
The Anarchist Mdeal &
Communist Revolution
From Mrondseade to the
Spanish Civil Y¥ar to
France In |968, reviews
of the fallure of

Anarchism's bast efforts |

and theory . Also MiM's
own ararchist wind,
many reviews, and
follow-up on national
fquestions.

112 pp.

MIM Theory 10
Coming to Grips with the
Labor Aristocracy
MIM’s most in-depeh
treatment of this
eardinal issue singe MIM
Theary |. Revives
Lenin's Comintern, adds
new evidence on
parasitism and reviews,
Flus the Black Panthers’
Maoist years, DuBois,
and much mare, 96 pp.

MIM Theory 11
Amerkkkan Prisons on
Trial.

Packed with information
and analysis an the
Ameikan prison system,
plus mare on the labor
aristocracy, history.
review, and morc..:g:n
essential tool for anti-
prisous activism,

100 pp.

MIM Theory 9
Pspchology & imperiglemm
The tyranny of
psrthnﬂoéz\f. psychology
& gender. psych in
practice, reviews of
“radical” psych, mental
health In socizlist Chima,
& the testimonial of 2
formerly suicidal revolu.
donary. The Ball Curve,
anarchlsm, & sectarkan
reviews. 92 pp.

O Get me a four-issue subscription,
and glmme a free copy of issue __.
Here’s $20. (Subscription alone:

$18.)
O Plus $% each for these back issues

O Come to think of it, I'll have all 11
previous issues for just 345,

O OK, MIM Theory is worth it: here'’s
$100 to make me a lifetime
subscriber

Send cosh, stamps, check or m.o. to
MIM » PO Box 3576
Ann Arbor, M1 + 48106-3576.

Uiliraries § 72 per yeor. Cverseon subs 334 Atk abeut being o dis
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