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The people who live in the Jackson 
Street houses won a partial victory 
Hay 31, when their landlord and the 
city of Redwood City offered them a 
deal— they could stay on until the fall 
and withhold two month's rent as damages 
for having to move out.

Nine months ago, after an anonymous 
phone call, the City went out to inspect 

the two roomy homes being rented by 
the Geigers and deLoches on Jackson Stv 
The inspectors came up’ with a full bill 
of particulars that included bad wiring 
and a lack of a cement foundation and 
decided that the houses were "public 
nuisances." The City offered the owners, 
Sydney and Zelda Levin, a choice between 
fixing the houses up or tearing them 
down.

Even though Jim Geiger and Dale de- 
Loche, out of work heavy equipment oper
ators, offered to donate their laboreo 
fixing up the old houses, the Levins 
decided to demolish them— without getting 
an estimate of what it would cost to re
habilitate them. The deLoches have been 
living at 127 Jackson for four years.
The Levins gave them thirty days to
clear out.

The rents at the Jackson Street 
houses have been very low— $100 for de- 
Loche's, $125 for Geiger's. Even so, the 
Geigers have been paying half of their 
monthly income for rent. Levin, whose 
taxes on the property amount to only $900 
a year, had been clearing nearly $3000 in 
profits each year. He said he couldn't 
afford to fix up the houses.

Levin assumed that the two families 
could afford to move out. An example of 
what they could move into is an apart-

J    J ---- 4- 4_ . . ~  J ---- —a oatn, and a single front room 
serving as a kitchen, dining room, and 
living room for $170 a month. No pets.
No lawn. A fenced in asphalt backyard 
for the kids.

The Levins' who own some twenty 
pieces of industrial, commercial, and

residential property throughout the 
County, rent out out other apartments 
like this in Redwood City and East San 
Mateo.

The Geigers and deLoches prepared to 
make a fight and stay beyond their thirty 
days. Levin had them served with an 
"unlawful detainer" notice, which means 
the court would decide if they had a 
right to stayoon. If Levin won, and the 
two families persisted in ho lding their 
ground, he could pay the sherriff to 
throw them out with whatever violence it 
took. Levin was serving Geigers and det 
Loches with notice that he was prepared 
to use the armed violence of the State 
to put them out on the street.

Geigers and deLoches got a taste of 
where the court's interest stood when the 
first judge to hear their case disqualif
ied himself on the grounds that he was a 
personal friend of Levin's.

Geigers and deLoches were on the 
offensive, too. Their lawyer, Mary Ash, 
got a temporary restraining order forcing 
Levin and the City to drop everything un
til the court heard her arguments. She 
filed a brief contending that the evic
tions ought to be stayed indefinately.
By not giving the two families a part in 
the decision about whether or not to tear 
down the houses, she said "due process" 
had been violated.

Then on May 25, some 25 friends and 
comrades of the two families from Vencere 
emos and other organisations in the Red
wood City Neighborhood Development Coun
cil picketed the Levins' swank San Mateo 
home. They arrived in the late afternoon 
while the neighbors were coming home from 
the office. Zelda Levin, who arrived

» Allen, the process server, has been ^n thvs ltneoJ  
work for a quarter century, hassling people who wouldn 
lust aet up and go when the landlord told them to. He  ̂
said he’d never been photographed "in the U n e  '
Thé people at Jackson Street refused to accept the pa 
■vers and when he tried to throw them vn one of tfcetr 
cars and missed, they drove over them. He had to scram- 
1.7̂  +/h& nnr> to aet them out.

Picketting of Levin's house.at 326 Seville Way, San Mateo 
Cliff ,Boxley, Black director of the Redwood City PROBE 
.Center, remembers being a tenant in the Levins’ 16 N. 
Claremont apartments. "He. would squeeze every nickel he ■ 
could out of the people. Profiteering isn't a strong, 
enough description for ■ Syd Levin.. . He is a bloodsucking, 
penny-squeezing landlord, who doesn't care for his ten
ants, gust for the profit. 

home shortly after the picket line formed 
refused to talk and turned the sprinklers 
on the pickets. When one of the women 
picketing parked her baby carraige in the 
driveway to avoid the sprinklers, the San 
Mateo police arrived to take her name.

With this offensive, neither the 
City nor the Levins knew what what was 
next in store. Dale deLoche, who keeps 
a gun around the house, told the Redwood 
City Tribune that: "I'm not going to let
anybody push me into the street. The 
only way they're going to get me out of 
here is in a box."

When the Geigers and deLoches and
friends arrived for their court hearing 
on May 30, the judge ushered the lawyers 
into his chambers and sat them down to 
work out a deal. When the two families 
were assured that they could stay on 
through the summer, would get two months 
free rent as a relocation payment, and 
wouldn't be hassled any more by the 
City, they decided to take it. But they 
also3decided to stay with the struggle 
and to take the demands of their housing 
group to the City.

Jackson Street landlord is carrying its 
demands to the Redwood City Council on 
the night of Monday, June 12, at 7:30.

Those demands include:
* A relocation program-- in which 

landlords must find a new place and 
pay dislocation costs for anybody 
they kick out into the streets.
*A rehabilitation program-- in which 

landlords must fix up rather than 
demolish old, low-income housing.
*A building code suited to older 

houses-so that they can be fixed up 
without too much hassle and unneces 
sary cost.
* An "unsafe Buildings" procedure 

whereby tenants, as well as landlords 
have the say as to whether their 
houses should be torn down or de
molished if they are "substandard".

The Housing Group has also decided to 
hassle any landlord that hassles his ten- 
nants. Got any problems? Want to join?
Call 364-1709.
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Can y o u  dig it?

Racism a t National Can Corporation
N ationa l Can C orpo ra t ion  i s  lo ca ted  

in  San Leandro (a suburb n e a r  Oakland 
C a l i f ) . The p l a n t  has been in  o p e ra t io n  
fo r  over twenty y e a r s ,  however they 
only began h i r i n g  Black workers in  1964 
a f t e r  be ing  fo rced  to  do so.

As o f  January ,  1972, th e r e  were only 
50 Blacks out o f  600 employees a t  Na
t io n a l  Can. There a re  p r e s e n t ly  no 
Black pe rsonne l  a d m in is t r a to r s ,  Black 
foremen, shopstewards or o th e r  union 
o f f i c i a l s .  ■ Even though we have made 
demands f o r  Black foremen and union 
o f f i c i a l s ,  we r e a l i z e  t h a t  token  Blacks 
w on 't  change the  o v e ra l l  working 
c o n d i t io n s .

Jobs a t  th e  p l a n t  a re  a ss igned  a c 
cording to  p l a n t  s e n i o r i t y ,  and t h e r e 
fo re  90% of th e  Black workers a re  a s 
signed to  the  w orst jobs  in  the  p l a n t .
During the  month o f  November, 1971, 
th e re  were only 12 Blacks working on th e  
second s h i f t .  Ten of th e  twelve were 
working in  the  Shipping Department a t  
th e  h a rd e s t  jobs in  th e  p l a n t .

An example o f  the  o p p ress ion  of Black 
workers can be seen in  the  case  of 
Bernard Smallwood, a young1-Black man 
who had been employed a t  N a tiona l  Can 
f o r  the  p a s t  th r e e  y e a rs .

On Saturday,. December 4, Bernard, went 
to  work, r e p o r t in g  fo r  du ty  on the 
second s h i f t .  Larry Nolan, th e  Qual
i t y  Control foreman, y e l l e d  a t  him to  
come over to  ano ther  a re a  o f  th e  f a c 
to ry  to  show him and ano ther  foreman 
how tú  o p e ra te  ano ther  machine.
Bernard o f fe r e d  to  t r a i n  an o th e r  worker 
i f  he re c e iv e d  10% a d d i t io n a l  leaderman 
wages as s p e l le d  out in  the  union 
c o n t r a c t  with th e  company. Nolan t o ld  
him to  o p e ra te  the  machine o r  go home.
Çhe shop stew ard ag reed w ith  Bernard

, leav ing  the  p 
was suspended.

THE BATTLE BEGINS

„„ Monday,
the  personnel o f f i c e  g

.p l a in t .  He demanded th a t^ a  ^  ^  ^
ick worker be Pre a e " company r e fu s e d ,  
•ver and o f  course  the  comp *
Z n  Nolan was asked t o  gave h i s  
le of t h .  in c id e n t  » d  B e rn a rd _ ^

led ÏÜ finish the personnel manager,

- r ^ - r ^ d ^ t T h o w

f s u s p e n d e d  ' a r Z ? "
- d e r ^ f ° a ' foreman, and a b u s i v e  language

A£T  % ZTlàolZs h u t
S T n h i H s  minutes o f

him. There were no w i tn e s s e s ,  so i t ' s  
th e  w orke r 's  word a g a in s t  the  fo rem an 's .
Of c ou rse ,  De La P ie d ra  b e l ie v e d  th e  
foreman and se v e ra l  days l a t e r  he a c 
t u a l l y  f i r e d  Bernard.

N ational Can C orpora tion  has been 
e x p lo i t i n g ,  oppressing  and a c t in g  r a c i s t  
toward i t s  employees ever s in c e  the  
company began. For th e  p a s t  th re e  
y e a r s ,  Bernard has been t ry in g  to  f i g h t  
th e se  p r a c t i c e s ,  and as everyone knows, 
anyone who speaks out a g a in s t  such • 
th in g s  i s  branded a " troublem aker"  and 
e v e n tu a l ly  g e ts  f i r e d .  This i s  e x a c t ly  
what has happened to  Bernard.

N ationa l Can r e a l i z e s  they  have no 
r e a l  case  a g a in s t  t h i s  B ro th e r ,  o th e r  
than  th e  f a c t  t h a t  he i s  Black, and a 
worker - something which has always been 
a crime in  America.

THE UNION SITS ON ITS HANDS

Bernard i s  f ig h t in g  h is  case  a l l  th e  
way. He i s  charging t h a t  h i s  suspension 
i s  due to  the  company's racism  towards 
a l l  non-white workers and i t s  p o l i c i e s  
toward women. Workers have found t h a t  
they  c a n ' t  depend on e i t h e r  the  union or 
the  government to  ge t  the  B ro th e r 's  job 
back. The purpose of the  union i s  to  
a l le g e d ly  p r o te c t  the  w orkers ' i n t e r 
e s ts  (as opposed to  management's) w ith  
r e s p e c t  to  wages and working c o n d i t io n s .  
F i r s t ,  because the  unions a re  now 
allowed to  e x i s t  b y . th e  r u l i n g  c i r c l e ,  
they  can only do what they  a re  allowed 
to  do f o r  workers; and second, due to  
racism  w i th in  most la b o r  un io n s ,  Black 
people  have had a g r e a t  dea l  o f  d i f 
f i c u l t y  in  g e t t in g  in to  u n io n s ,  much 
le s s  b e n e f i t  from union  r e p r e s e n ta t i o n .
Only a u n i te d  movement o f  a l l  workers

d_'s job back and________
g r i e v a n c e  p r o c e  u he c a s e .
and two t®o t i e  and th u s
The v o te  ended in  fo u r th
went t o  a r b i t r a t io n .  T h is  i s  w  
” t" p  in  th e  p r o c e d u r e  « h ere  a t h i r d  
" n eu tra l"  p a r ty  w i l l  make th  
d e c i s io n .  B ern a rd 's  c a s e  w ent t o  th  

cteD  o n ly  b e c a u se  he k ep t uneHH s: ~=«•
Black arbitrators. Three months 

S e r  S e  Sard of adjustment hearings 
an arbitrator .as ^
‘ ' S h e S i r s t 1 a r b i t r a t i o n  h ea r in g  took 

- p lac e  on May 9 , a t  the  Oakland H yatt  
L ose. Bernard p o in ted  out «  'h e

S ^ c f o u s  o f  him because the  union had 
t r i e d  to  keep h is  background as a 
mor.nnne l a d m in is t r a to r  a t  F r i o n s

- P R O F I T S

xwrmnmrmb

I  « ■ ■ ■ I
Bernard Smallwood, f i r e d  Nat. Can worker 
and Venceremos Central Committee member 
a s e c r e t ,  and t h a t  he d i d n ' t  expect to  
g e t  a f a i r  h e a r in g .  Mr. Boner t r i e d  to  
a s su re  Bernard t h a t  he h a d n ' t  been bought 
o f f .

At p a s t  a r b i t r a t i o n  h e a r in g s ,  the  
de fendan ts  w e re n ' t  a llowed to  g ive  an 
open p r e s e n ta t io n  or q u e s t io n  the  w i t 
n e s se s .  However, Bernard was allowed to  
do so a f t e r  running down some q u o ta t io n s  
from Four Essays by Mao T se-tung ; f o r  
example, " In  o rd er  to  know a th in g  you 
have to  p a r t i c i p a t e  in  i t ,  and i t  i s  
man's s o c ia l  be ing  t h a t  determiiles h i s
way of t h in k in g ."  At the  f i r s t  two 
h e a r in g s  N a tiona l  Can Management p re s e n 
ted  t h e i r  ca se .  At th e  t h i r d  h e a r in g ,  
when B e rn a rd 's  case  was to  be h ea rd ,
B i r d s e l l ,  th e  b u s in e s s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
would n o t  allow  a l l  o f  B e rna rd 's  w i t 
nesses  to  t e s t i f y  even though they  had

- B^>j io w _

r e c o r d e r  Pr e s e n t  ^  ‘ t  o f f  u n t i l  June  
So th e  h e a r in g s  J nnt in u e d ,  Bernard w i l l  
6 . When th ey  a re  be
s t i l l  demand th a  Qn May 30> Bernard
a llo w e d  t o  t e s m y  ni s t r i c t
r e c e iv e d  a n o t i c e  him th a t  h i s

a t / ^ s - b i Sg th e  p eace"  a t

h i s  a r b i t T a t l ° J 1ge fo r n B ir d s e l l  t o  r e p r e -  
I t ' s  im p o s s ib le  a t  th e  same

se n t  Bernard t  him thrown in
tÍmÍ  h e B e r n a r d  wi11 ask f o r  a jury t r i a l  
3a i l*  b e r  c “ u-uis w i l l  he a good
c h a n ï f t o 6 expose th e  union b e fo re  the  

Pu b lt e m a i d ' s  f i r i n g  a t  a tim e  “ h e”
th e  c o rp o ra t io n s  and th e  US ,g o v e r je n t 
a re  a t t a c k m g  worki^g s te p ped-up
the  wageŵ l c e But workers a re  f ig h t in g  
Vietnam War. u i ack and Brown work-
back , Paf aCUlt a^ i i k e s  p r i s o n  r e b e l l i o n se r s .  M i l i t a n t  s t r i k e s ,  P1 , v t _
and td e  f i g h t  of American
erans a g a in s t  t  k e rs  ar e  f ig h t in g
some examples ^  • a l i sm - - t h e  sys-
a common enemy, U P lo£ t in g  thetern of US c o rp o ra t io n s  e x p l o t t i n g ^ ^ ^  ^

la b o r  and n a tu r a l  wor ld  BernaTd

“ !  “t h e t o r k e s T N a U o ^ C a n  a r e  n o t

la r g e r  movement o ^ s o c i a l i s t  r e v -
w orkers u n i t in g  nn¿ er  s o c i a l i s m , ,
o l u t io n  i n  Am eric . World pe0p le
B la c k , Brown and ° " h e r ^  £or th e m se lv e s  
w i l l  be a b le  t o  d e t ®™a n e^ onomy, and 
what form  o f  g o v er  ’ i U  we
c u l tu r e  ^ e y  want. Onlyct sm ^

I i a l  is ̂ c o r p o r a t i o n s  l ik e  N a tiona l  Can 
have produced.

U  O ©  c-  -a  I
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Defense
, explained that he »as awakened^

during the night by He ¿eard sh„ts
Ana exp

see ”hlt WaSbreaking1.6 thinking he wasand windows breaking^ grabbed a «fie 
onine to be kille , quick shotsgoing to oc —  ' J, fared two quickfn self-defense and * « * . cers £ired
out the window as ran t0 the base-
into the house. ^  ^  untU the police
ment and didn't come Ana was acting
and FBI st°pped Ln|hich is legal-protect his Ufe, wn ^  had

decided tha i i r-ommi ttedto

If] THE FACE 
b l a c k m t i u n  — -  SISTERS
OF ATTACKS AGAINST BROTHERS ^  and FBI agents

with a tank, shotguns.
A jury o£.11. ^ dtreturned11 a verdict 

Jacksonv Miss^  triai of Hekima Ana, , 
of guilty in f ' ^ M i d w e s t  Region of Vice-President of the^M^^^^ ^  ed 
the Repubiic °f ^ „L ying War Against 
with "Murder and V ^  sentenced
the State of Missi
to life New Africa [SUM i*The RdpubliC of ^  M  make a Black
fighting for the ,outhcrn states,
nation out of f f Mississippi, the

The Lt. Governor prosecutor
State attorney Gene themselves
Jack Travis publicly ^  ^
to "rid the stat® £rom an attack by

The charges stem ^  ^  center,
FBI and Jacks0TL 71 wo warrants were

AUgUSU 8did thk Police^announce that

■"came armed 
rifles, tear gas,

bulletproof r“ tsthf U ^ f o r  ’oTw m ” '

, r ^ e  ssv
The ]'ury ----_ , had Commi

not been in ^ ge|g70 Mississippi law- 
murder. m  Ma^ ’ ^ ' ^ t s  into a crowd of men fijred over JO® Their excuse
unarmed black s inst one shot alleg-
was self-defense a?aaas ge stories

minutes 1 7 finally came out, w -When they final ? and kicked
witnesses say they were ^ f ^ lled and

tL'woundeftn ™

agCriHekima Ana was the first to face 
u  case against

one

edly fined lawmen remain
above the student. i ̂  imprisonment 
£ree, whiie Anaefend himself against 
for acting t his life was n
such pigs «hen he felt
danger. against Ana will probably

The Î S  to thfstate Supreme Court, 
appealed to tn ^  members will 
trials fo r  mnnths. Contributions

m

be
and

trial- ^ ^ ¡ f e e u ^ a h c i a l .  An FBI,

agent testi 
from
matched Ana's,

toiwas pwrely p-a3„ print takenagent testified that W P ^  ^ rifle
from the CartrlthichedoeVs?t mean that

continue for maa^ m^ h^£rica Prisoner

ñ»i;«¡m i  Pricnner
Martin i r r-Avolution-

looking for £ufat^ ® Sraid.

receiver 
doesn'1 
An FBI ballistics

b u l let^';
killed the. pig ^ he admitted that it 
from the ritie,

impossible

sent to th® ‘ey John Brittain,o Attorney lof.Vqon _ M iss.,
LCCRUL, 233
of'-War Fund, c/o Attorney ---
“ pdiii. 233 N. Fansh St., J 

(STORY CREDIT: LNS)
ATT vnriTlCAL PRISONERS!

39201.

to be certain.

i= a Black revolution 
Martin Sostre i York. He has n°W 
from Buffalo. M O y *

dangerous man— a brilliant revolutionary 
leader.

Sostre, an ex-prisoner and once a 
Muslim, became a follower of Malcolm X 
when Maltolm split from Elijah Muhammed. 
Saving money from his job as a steel 
worker, he set up the Afro-Asian Book
store in Buffalo.

When the Black rebellion of 1967 
swept through Buffalo, the fire depart
ment tried to destroy the bookstore.
Martin Sostre and his assistant, Gerald
ine Robinson, were arrested when pigs 
claimed to have found heroin in the store. 
His bail of $12,500 was not raised by 
his defenders, so he spent eight months 
awaiting trial in the Erie County Jail.

Sostre was convicted by an all-white 
jury in 1968, in a trial in which he 
defended himself. Martin was bound and 
gagged by the trial judge. He was con
victed and sentenced to 31 to 41 years. 
Robinson was given one year with 15 more 
years suspended sentence.

At every jail he's been in, Sostre 
has been a leader of prisoners and a 
target of concentration camps authorities, 
yet he has continually expanded his van
guard work. He was first sent to Green- 
haven Prison, where the pigs kept him in 
solitary confinement for 372 days.

From solitary in GrEenhaven, Sostre 
filed a suit in Federal Court, charging 
cruel and unusual punishment. He was 
sworn in at the hearing with his right 
hand in a clenched fist. He won his 
suit; Judge Constance Baker Motley, the 
only Black woman federal judge in the 
country, awarded him $13,000 in damages. 
More importantly, the precedent-setting 
decision ordered that no prisoner in New 
York State could be put in solitary with
out a hearing at which he or she has a 
right to counsel; that no stay in soli
tary could exceed 15 days ; and that pris
oners had the right to have political 
literature and engage in political 
activity.

Martin had been transferred to Wall- 
kill Prison, where prisoners who associate

with him are threatened with a transfer 
to a maximum security prison. In spite 
of this he has helped form the Prisoners 
Liberation Front, which circulated a pet
ition signed by 200 prisoners for prison 
reforms and to force officials to deal 
with a continuing bodv of prisoners;, bo 
represent prisoners'rights and interests. 
He edited from jail a newspaper called 
Black News, which reported on the Black 
and Puerto Rican struggle. When the 
Young Lords took over the First Spanish 
Methodist Church in New York City in 
January, 1970, Sostre sent them $15, his 
food package for the month.

On April 8, 1971 the main witness

ing was scheduled for January 18, 1972,, 
when it is bitterly cold in Buffalo. 
Meanwhile, the dangers of something "hap
pening to Arto Williams to make him re
tract his affidavit are multiplied by the, 
passage of time.

At the hearing, which was finally 
held around April 1, the pig court turned 
down Martin's motions, in spite of the 
overwhelming proof of a frame-up.
Martin's supporters in Buffalo jammed 
the hearing room and chanting, "Free Mar
tin SostEe" in the halls.
George Jackson death should have taught 
us a lesson we must never again forget; 
that we in the revolutionary struggle 
cannot afford to relax our efforts to

for the state in his appeal of his frame- 
up conviction, Arto Williams, submitted 
an affidavit to Judge Motley admitting 
that he had framed Martin. Martin's 
lawyers have apparently been dragging 
their feet. Martin says that they first 
file the wrong type of motion.

A decision requiring a hearing on 
the issues was rendered on June 25, 1971; 
Martin's attorney was required only to 
"Submit Order" for a judge to sign for 
the hearing to be scheduled. This took 
the law firm over two months. Martin 
wanted a hearing in the Fall so that his 
many supporters in Buffalo could mount a 
massive demonstration. Instead, a hear

protect and free imprisoned revolutionary 
leaders. It is not a question of benev
olent solidarity: that fact is we need
revolutionaries like Martin. Sostre back 
in the community. All“exploited and op
pressed people are the real losers so 
long as he remains in jail.

FREE MARTIN SOSTRE!
FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!

by Bill CoZZison



ON THE FREEING- OF ANGELA
When Angela Davis was freed, people 

ail across the United States celebrated 
For Thxrd World and poor and working 

e people, she represented the op-
pris-pression suffered by*all political°P 

oners and her acquittal gave these pris 
oners and their families and friJnds
16 Point t#^t t0°’ might be freed-pais o f t Venceremos Principals of Unity explains why. We iay the

work íng ma:iority of Third World, 
prisone M aSS people> and youth now im,.
peers t n T  n0t b6en tried ^  their f ers’ and have received only injustice
from this system. We consider th ra

f f S M 1*""*- and their ^
o f way, is Similar to thesuperstar kind

Angela’s casé, m  a
politi r a l  "  " ie Cases of mostpuiiri cal prisoners.

ons
was

at J r ï  fr°m her tea<*ing job
ship in theRrnald R®agan for her member- snip m  the Communist Party

Less than a year later,‘jonathon
S n t ° n t0 spring three black SanQuentin inmates from a Marin Countv

°nl>' »«. RÏcheïï ¡Lee
supvived--to become Angela’s co-defend’ 
ant on murder and conspiracy charges

Supposediy having supplied the weap- 
and planned the attempt, Angela 

. Jailed for the next yea¿ and ahalf 
without bail and without trial
d i d n ’ t 1 Angela had tW0 thin8s Ruchell didn’t: money to buy a strong defense
mcourt and world-wide publicity Sat
made her a symbol of all p0litlcSl S L
oners and gave her the support of the
masses of people. 6

While Angela was occupying cells 
built specially for her, Echflî ÚÍs 
being beaten in the San Quentin "Ad- 
justment Center f1

¿ ^ ^ ^ ^ n t i c a l l y  Sympathetic
typical prisoner o: 
gela.

Arrested in 1963 for kidnapping 
(he and a friend tricked a dope dealer 
into taking a ride in his car so they 
could steal back the $10 they’d been 
burned for), Ruchell’s court-appointed 
lawyer pleaded guilty for him. Ruchell 
screamed he was innocent, but the judge 
instructed the jury to ignore him.

Ruchell fought for the next ten 
years to overturn his conviction. In the 
process, he became a skilled and know
ledgeable criminal lawyer. In the pro
cess, judge after judge called him a 
"moron" and worse, often literally 
telling him he was "wasting the time 
of the court."

(Ruchell has just been given the 
honor of having a law passed to shut 
him up. State Proposition #3, which was 
approved in the recent state election, 
allows the legislature to pass a law 
giving judges the power to appoint the 
defense lawyer of their choice in all 
felony cases in which the defendant can’t 
afford a lawyer of his own. When this 
law is passed, Ruchell will be stripped 
of his hard-earned right to defend him
self.)

With his painfully gained under
standing that court-appointed lawyers 
were on the side of the state, Ruchell 
tried to keep himself out of the -gas 
chamber by demanding that his case be 
separated from Angela's. He believed 
that, with Angela getting all the pub
licity and having an enormous defense 
team, his defence would go unnoticed 
and unheard.

After months of maneuvering he 
finally did win the right to defend 
himself. Shortly thereafter, Angela's 
lawyers asked her judge to let him be
come one of the defense team. He agreed 

Now, while Angela is walking the 
‘streets, Ruchell is still in San Quen
tin, still waiting for his case to come 
to trial. His name wasn't even mentioned

»

- i ^ l Parti-  snowing Angela’s ac-

ru and donath°n Jackson, Willie•Christmas, and James McLain were the
heroes of the slave rebellion that gave
Agnela the mass support she needed towi ri •
p„T.̂ Even Angela and the Communist
lions tond V P!ní-a Penny °f their A l lions to defend him, the people must
-donate nickels and dimes

ANGELA AND THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY

Our joy at Angela Davis' acquittal 
should not blind us to some very real 
dangers presented by her role as a rep
resentative and member of the Central 
Committee of the "Communist" Party.
The VENCEREMOS Central Committee believed 
that it would have been divisive and sec
tarian on our part to raise the question 
of the CP ("Communist" Party) while Ange
la was fighting for her freedom in the 
jails and courtrooms of the ruling class. 
We did not want to do anything that would 
put her in greater danger by splitting 
her mass support. But now we believe 
that we would be betraying our duty to 
the people if we did not make certain 
very serious dangers clear.

The CP is the representative within 
the U.S. of the second greatest imperial
ist power in the world, the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet Union is not a communist or 
a socialist society, but a ruthless dic
tatorship of state capitalism,-very sim
ilar in form to our own society. When 
the people of Czechoslovakia rose up to 
gain national independence., the Soviet 
empire sent tanks and troops to smash 
them and to impose a puppet goverment. 
When the fascist overlords of Indonesia 
slaughtered three quarters of a million 
communists, workers and peasants, the 
Soviet Union supplied their ammunition 
and the spare parts for their modern mil
itary equipment. When the generals and 
capitalists of Brazil overthrew the le
gally elected progressive government, 
the Soviet Union and the United States, 
in one of their many secret deals, each* 
provided an immediate loan credit of 
$100 million to the newly established

by the Central Committee of Venceremos 

fascist government. The Soviet Union

an a l S l I  mf:arnsfifr  ^ ^
People’s goverment of Ch°Lear e T  ^so far as to invade rw t going
The CP within the U S totalb8rritory- 
Soviet imperialism " "a ly supports 
ders and attacks the C°ntinualpy slan-

thought guides our ds-n °se
Davis herself both 7 practlce- Angela 
as a member oití f  c“ t“ . ? IVidUal and

-  r " n „ r sT ea by *•
ment, ñs we al, knnw r0volutionary move- 
lives, ^  '
OUS than open enemies.
say, "With friends like - f t  „h 
enemies?” The c p  c , needs
the oppressed people V  ■ “  °fmovement in a hringmg into the
eology of the ruïïï ^  foi“ ' the dd~
th. S,anfinS, L°a meS’h ?°**
Central Committee, stand for“  °f ltS 
and to“ £ é  Íuoan„“ y V “ * Blac*  nati»>
self-detennination °£that the Black and ' ch maintains
already exercised th ^  natlons have
determination and have"
Part of an intearatod rr n to hecome 
VENCEREMOS believes that States- 
tial betweened the unity is essen-

come about if nom- a unity can only

because the oppressed nations 
U.S. empire have never had the opportu
nity to make their desires known. While 
we defend the right of the oppressed na
tions to be separate if they wish, we do 
not claim that separation would be de
sirable. On the contrary, we stand for 
multi-national revolution. We have the 
same position here as we do on the right 
of divorce. We believe that a true mar
riage must be based on the freedom of the 
partners to be separate if either chooses 
and not on one partner's legal or physi
cal power to prevent the other from 
leaving.

The CP denies the goal of the dicta
torship of the proletariat, the rule of 
poor and working people. They ask us to 
follow the example of the Soviet Union, 
whose capitalist rulers call their gov
ernment "a state of the whole people," 
just as our capitalist rulers call this 
dictatorship a "government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people." In 
fact, the CP goes along with the outra
geous idea that we here in the very belly 
of the beast live in a democracy. They 
tell us flat out that "In the United 
States there is no military dictatorship, 
the government has come to power by pop
ular vote." (Gil Green, "Terrorism— Is 
It Revolutionary?", p. 37.) Did the na
tive people of this continent vote for 
their own extermination? Did the people 
of Aztlan vote to be conquered? Did 
Black Africans vote to be slaves if they 
survived the trip across the Atlantic?
Did the workers vote that all the pro
ducts of their labor should be owned by

(continued on page )
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operators from Franklin X  firing
walled of the ;,* “ ^ p e r a t o r . The op- 
of a newly hired B three
orator had been fl” d ,“ t” etext of not 
days of " a 1"1"8; week before two other learning fast. n .  were mtimi-
Black women m  same pretext.dated into r e s i g m n g ^ t h e  , f ^
These a r e  just two ex»p. uorkeIS

 a firmes or uu-*'*creased firings
'on operator, f t -were suspended for participa-

Franklin I. were =» r u  Ctheir
ting in the company to rehire
walkout had for local, union lea-
the Black work®r),\ the suspensions by
dership r e sponded to t h e e ^ t  P ithholding
calling a "sy™Pa ¿ at the FrankllT\ k 
of services for ^  firings and walk-
Street offices. operators were
out first occurred, ;the W  ^  f U _
threatened with rep at the union meet-
eis introduced a sday calling for a
ing the followin?oT^ t  to- strike if re- special meeting motion was defeated
prisais occurre . leadership lred
because the local un ^  ^  convince
to the memberJoâ te it down. They (the
the m^ ori¿ythat the membership wouldn tunion) said that tn necessary
support it, an o££icers intended to
anyway because t ^  ,frvrTi-a _ Nevada -
call a ’Northern California
—  - ,-trike" if disciplinary action area-wide strike ^  operators.
was taken against a y leadership notwas Not only did the union leadership

Local
nixes

829
war

Thursday night, Local 829 of 
AFSMCE (American Federation of State, 
Municipal and County Employees) voted 
unanimously to call for an immediate 
withdrawal of all U.S. troops and mi
litary equipment from Vietnam. They 
also called for reparations to be made 
to the Vietnamese.

This Union represents the majority 
of San Mateo County Employees and 
Employees at Sequoia Hospital. The 
motion originated from the Social 
Workers' Chapter of 829.

o - . .

FIZZLES. freek Nevada and South- , Walnut Creek, on strike-voted to go out 
31, the unionern California -  , Q n  called off

San Jose
1
on May

the strike three„ . against tin
,C¿ i ¿ esdS ethé w a & t .  The original 
leaaei.» .

However, Pacific Telephone
the

penalties h ¡ T
Blasingame pre g415> and 30-
munication workers ^  These
day suspensions suspension for

un one the corporate
defend themselves f CTTlize thatto derenu kers recognize

management. Mos strictly at the
without a union, t h y  Qn the other
S  S ^ b b ^ m a i ^
r„r£i r . i ^ - - "te” sts

ployers. 
union

to the em- 
When push comes to shove,and power and by P?»*1"» When pusW comes
eaucrats

to allow labor to
bureaucrats arenal«ost .always^ ^

of the capi-tries

call an area-wide strike,
call a seven

they didn't
S k e 5^  ïüàï. loçall.

maintain t h S  credtbr-
In an attempt ay "sympathy pro-
U t y " í r L u y  limited to (he Frankli, test" strictly demands

terest against the inte class trie
X f Z V t r o y ^  unions are the bureaucrats
forced to put forth a c.
While they often put on

call to action, 
a militant face 
in truth they are

lin 
the

to fool the ^mbership,i--rank and file
afraid of real dem  ̂ cost them

S r m i S ei c U »  tïey couid get away action. :After all, it might cost
their jobs

WlthAfter the reprisals o c c u r r e u ^ isco^

Bottleneck h  M
Local

After the ^ s l ^ F r a n c i s c o ,
9415 members and locals

THF STRUGGLE GOES ON...•THE S1KU East Bay Venceremos

V

f

As the war in Indochina expands, working 
people all over the country are hit the 
hardest in lives and taxes.

On June i, 40 .^f^pepsi-Cola work- n,t st-rikine repsi spofige^’ 8UU members of Teamster Local
#896 Brewery, Soda, and Mineral Bottlers
voted to call a general strike of all
Bay Area workers. They don't expect
much support from International Teamster
President Frank Fitzimmons, but they plan
to go to union locals to get support for
their plan.

It's no accident that anti-imperialist 
demonstrators have been joining the strik
ing bottlers, since Coke and Pepsi are two 
of the most hated exploiters throughout 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. Rank 
and file bottlers welcomed the support 
of the extra demonstrators because they 
are barred by an injunction from having 
more than three pickets at any gate. One 
worker even brought bologna and bread to 
make lunch for the supporters.. That 
prompted one worker to note,\"We're eat
ing bologna now, but that's what manage
ment has been feeding us during nego
tiations all along."

During the two-hour support picket, 
a security guard hit a picketer while 
driving into the plant. Workers imme
diately called the Emeryville ’police 
and demanded an ambulance. Officer 
Brown, an Emeryville pig, arrived 
immediately; but no ambulance came 
for a half hour. When people trjed 
to administer first aid to the picketer, 
they were shoved away with billy clubs 
because they were on "private property." 
Another picket was charged with malicious 
mischief and resisting arrest when he 
alledgedly broke off the antenna of an
other security guard's car. That case 
comes up for a hearing on July 14.

Rank and file Teamsters are in a 
militant mood. They see their four- 
month strike going down the tubes be
cause management, state courts and the 
International Teamster leadership are 
set against them. And yet they've 
fought back. They marched and picketed 
in support of the striking University of 
California workers. They called for a 
general strike of all workers to support 
their strike. And since many of the

on June 1 took part xn 
ade of the Oakland^ArnV^ermxn^^ anti_war
—Vi 1£, £ H ......

On Wednesday, June 7th, the bottlers 
and drivers went back to work for the 
soft-drink companies. There has not yet 
been a settlement, and the workers are 
still working under the old contract.
But the company seems to be moving more 
and more toward the Teamsters' demands 
and this has undoubtably been due to the 
tremendous increase of public support 
that the strikers have received.

The Teamsters will listen to the 
settlement outlined by an arbitrator 
and then make a decision. People should 
be prepared to join the soft-drink 
workers if they decide to walk off the 
job in the near future.

block-
they are

Frank Fitzsim m ons
Draws boos

Teamsters president Frank Fitzsimmons 
was met with a strong chorus of boos and 
only scattered applause last night when he 
supported Nixon's war policies before a 
gathering of 1200 members of the Service 
Employees Union.

Fitzsimmons— the lone remaining labor 
representative on the President's Pay 
Board— also received only lukewarm 
applause when he defended his decision 
not to resign along with the four other 
top-ranking labor leaders earlier this 
year.

The Teamsters boss spoke before a 
dinner meeting of the union in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Fairmont Hotel.

"I will never prostitute the well
being of the United States of America 
because, if we do, we shall bow to Com
munism and walk away," Fitzsimmons said.

Light applause at first broke out, 
but then a loud wave of boos and light 
hissing swept the room.
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I ndustrial Warfare
T here  i s n ' t  a w o rk p lace  i n  c a p i t a l 

i s t  s o c i e t y  where w orkers  a r e n ' t  do ing  
s e e  k . . d  o f  s a b o ta g e .  T h is  i n d u s t r i f l  
w a r fa r e  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  o v e r a l l  r e s i s 
ta n c e  o f  th e  working c l a s s .

S t r i k e s  a r e  th e  most open form o f  
t h i s  w a r f a r e ,  b u t  o f f  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e
f ^ L  C° n t i n u e s ’ i n c lu d in g  e v e ry th in g  
rrom h a r a s s i n g  s u p e r v i s o r s  and managers 
p o s t in g  " i l l e g a l "  l e a f l e t s  and n e S ï ï

d u l t r i l ' t  outright s a b o t a g e , « h i l e  in -  
u s t n a l  s a b o ta g e  i s  p ro b a b ly  th e  most 

dangerous ty p e  o f  a c t i o n ,  i t  i s  a l s o  th e  
most common. S abo tage  has t h e  lo n g e s t

d a t Í n a W he WOrkinS c l a s s  movement, d a t in g  back to  t h e  1 7 0 0 's  i n  England

tanceMACHINE smashing to p t i s a n  RESIS-

Forced from t h e i r  farm s by a c t s  o f  
P a r l i a m e n t ,  E n g l ish  working p e o p le w e re  

o rced  m t o  w a g e -s la v e ry  in  t h e  growing 
i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t e r s  o f  M anchester  and 
L iv e rp o o l .  Many l iv e d  n e a r  s t a r v a t i o n

ï h e \ e n t T  f a m iU e s  w ork inS t o g e t h e r  in  t h e  same f a c t o r y .  As te ch n o lo g y  advan-
ed ,  new m ach in e ry  was in t ro d u c e d  which 
hrew p e o p le  o u t  o f  work o r  f o r c e d  them 

to  work f a s t e r .  T h e i r  r e a c t i o n  to  t h i s  
was to  smash t h e  new m achinery, and 
p o s s i b l e ,  t o  p u n is h  t h e  i n v e n t o r  and 
managers r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t

As w o rk e rs  became b e t t e r  o rg a n iz ed  
and u n io n s  were form ed, m achine-sm ash
in g  ended and was r e p la c e d  by o th e r  forms
s n n i h ^ f 6 ’ t *le  sP i r P t o f  m achine-
sm ashing forms th e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  in d u s -
2  exceP t  now w orkers u n d e r 
s ta n d  t h a t  th e  enemy i s  n o t  t h e  machine 
u r a t h e r  t h e  p e o p le  who own th e  f a c 

t o r i e s  and t h e  means o f  p ro d u c t io n .
The p u rp o se  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s ab o tag e  

i s  t o  s t r i k e  a blow a t  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
c l a s s  b /  k eep ing  p r o f i t s  o u t  o f  i t s  poc-

ng peuplfl U !1  ....... l , h.
a long h i s t o r y  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s a b o ta g e .
B lack  s l a v e s  c o n s t a n t l y  found ways o f  
d e s t r o y i n g  t o o l s  and fa rm in g  equipment 
u sed  on p l a n t a t i o n s .  C h inese  and I r i s h  
w orkers  b rough t  h e r e  t o  b u i l d  r a i l r o a d s  
un d er  ex tre m e ly  h a r s h  c o n d i t i o n s  were 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  numerous d e r a i l i n g s  and 
th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t r a c k s  and equipm ent.  
M iners found dynam ite  a f r i e n d ,  u s in g  
i t  t o  c l o s e  u n s a f e  t u n n e l s  and fo r  o t h e r  
p u rp o s e s .  These  a c t i o n s  w e r e n ' t  a game: 
g e t t i n g  cau g h t  b ro u g h t  d e a th  a t  th e  
hands o f  an o v e r s e e r ,  a h i r e d  gunman o r  
a s h e r i f f .

Workers around th e  w orld  have  u sed  
i n d u s t r i a l  s a b o ta g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  as a 
t a c t i c  i n  p e o p l e s '  war. D uring World 
War I I ,  European and A sian  w o rk e rs  and 
p e a s a n t s  t u rn e d  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
German and J a p a n e s e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  and 
t h e i r  a g e n t s .  P erh ap s  t h e  b e s t  known 
form o f  r e s i s t a n c e  i s  " sc o rc h e d  e a r t h . "  
T h is  i n v o lv e s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  a g r i c u l 
t u r a l  c r o p s ,  farm equ ipm en t,  r a i l r o a d s ,  
t e l e p h o n e  l i n e s ,  and ju s t f a b o u t _ e v e r y t h in g  
e l s e  u s e f u l  t o  an i n v a d e r .  "Scorched  
e a r t h "  was w id e ly  used  by t h e  p eo p le  o f  
t h e  S o v ie t  Union to  keep food and com
m u n ic a t io n  l i n e s  o u t  o f  German h an d s ,  
and th e  same was d o n e ] in  C hina.

When t h e  German f a s c i s t s  o v e r ra n  
E urope ,  th e y  f o r c e d  Czech, B e lg ia n ,
F ren ch ,  I t a l i a n ,  Y u g o s lav ian  and workers 
i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  to  work i n  f a c t o r i e s  
p ro d u c in g  guns and ammunition. These 
w orkers  r e t a l i a t e d  by m an u fa c tu r in g  guns 
t h a t  exp loded  when f i r e d  and ammunition 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  work.

The F rench  and I t a l i a n  ra i lw a v  wor
k e r s  were t h e  b e s t  known f o r  s a b o ta g e .
They se rv ed  as  a n t i - f a s c i s t  g u e r r i l l a s
i n  t h e i r  work. T h is  a n t i - f a s c i s t  
p e o p l e ' s  war was l a r g e l y  le d  by th e  
Communist P a r t i e s  o f  F rance  and I t a l y .

Throughout th e  w ar,  hundreds  o f  
German t r a i n s  were d e r a i l e d  o r  s e n t  i n  
th e  wrong d i r e c t i on , wi t h  t h e i r  su p p l i e s  _

i a l i s m  have problem s such  a^ d e p r e s 
s i o n s ,  wars o r  d e f e a t s  a t  t h e  hands o f  
p e o p l e ' s  movements. During t h e s e  t im es  
t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  t r i e s  t o  keep p r o f i t s  
coming i n  and e v e ry th in g  ru n n in g  sm ooth
ly  by f o r c i n g  w orking and poor p e o p le  to  
b e a r  t h e  bu rden  o f  t h e  c r i s i s .  In  most 
i n d u s t r i e s  \ t h i s  means l a y - o f f s ,  speed -  
u p s ,  ig n o r in g  s a f e t y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u s t 
ing  e x i s t i n g  u n io n s ,  and p r e v e n t in g  
w orkers  from form ing  new u n io n s .

I n d u s t r i a l  s a b o ta g e  i s  u sed  as  a 
form o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  o f  s e l f - d e f e n s e .
When, p r o d u c t io n  l i n e s  g e t  sp eed ed -u p ,

o r  l a y - o f f s  a r e  coming, t h in g s  b e g in  to  
happen . And, o f  c o u r s e ,  s a b o ta g e  i s  
u sed  i n  most s t r i k e s ,  e i t h e r  b e f o r e  th ey  
s t a r t  o r  r i g h t  a f t e r  a s t r i k e  which has  
been  long and where t h e  w orkers  have 
s u f f e r e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  w h i le  g e t t i n g  few 
demands m et.

I t  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  d e f e a t  
o f  U. S. im p e r ia l i s m  in  In d o c h in a  i s  
g iv in g  r i s e  to  i n c r e a s e d  i n d u s t r i a l  war
f a r e .  American w o rk e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
th o s e  who a r e  B lack ,  Brown, A s ian  and 
young and ho ld  u n s k i l l e d  jo b s  i n  mass 
p r o d u c t io n  i n d u s t r i e s ,  a r e  b e in g  f o r c e d  
to  work h a r d e r ,  f a s t e r  and lo n g e r  t o  
make up f o r  w h a t ' s  l o s t  i n  A s ia .  Q u i te  
r i g h t e o u s l y ,  w orking p eo p le  a r e  h i t t i n g  
back th ro u g h  s t r i k e s ,  w a lk o u ts ,  s low 
downs, and sa b o ta g e .

Machine shops and m e ta l  f a b r i c a t i o n  
p l a n t s  a r e  s u f f e r i n g  from a wave o f  b r o 
ken equipm ent caused  by wrenches or 
s c r e w d r iv e r s  o r  sm a l l  p i e c e s  o f  m e ta l  
s l i p p e d  i n t o  working p a r t s .  In  t h e  g a r 
ment i n d u s t r y ,  where women a r e  f o r c e d  
t o  work a t  s l a v e  wages un d er  s l a v e  con
d i t i o n s ,  i t ' s  n o t  u n u su a l  f o r  w orkers  t o  
sw i tc h  p a t t e r n s  and c u t  th o u san d s  o f  
p i e c e s  t h a t  a r e  t h e  wrong s i z e  o r  d e 
s i g n .  Many c l o t h i n g  s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  r i c h  
a r e  f i n d i n g  t h e i r  o rd e r s  sw itch ed  w i th

s t r i k e  i n  t h e  s p r in g
s p i r e d  m i l l i o n s  o f  o t h e r s ,  have a l o t  
o f  t a c t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e :  bags o f  ju n k
m ail  a r e  s e p t  t o  c i t i e s  t h a t  d o n ' t  ex 
i s t ;  j a c k e t s  o f  p ig  s u p e r v i s o r s  f i n d  
t h e i r  way t o  Vietnam; w h i le  m a i l  s o r t e r s  
a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  b e in g  b roken  by th ro w in g  in  
o b j e c t s  t h a t  a r e  to o  l a r g e .

Among w orkers  i n  food p r o c e s s i n g ,  
t h e r e  i s  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  bad c o n d i t i o n s ,  
as  w e l l  a s  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  o t h e r  working 
p e o p le  who p u rc h a s e  p o iso n ed  o r  r o t t e n  
fo o d .  O f te n  bad b a tc h e s  end up mixed 
w i th  soap  suds and have to  be throw n away 
b e f o r e  p ac k ag in g .  Burned o r  t a s t e l e s s  
packaged food i s  d e s t ro y e d  by p u t t i n g  
t h e  h e a v ie r  i tem s  on t h e  c a k e s ,  g r a v i e s ,  
and r o t t e n  v e g e t a b l e s .  The same k in d  o f  
s e r v e - t h e - p e o p l e  approach  i s  found am
ong phone w o rk e rs ,  who o f t e n  p ro v id e  
p e o p le  w i th  e x t r a  phones and a t ta c h m e n ts

a t  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ' s  ex p en se ,  w h i le  a t  
t h e  same t im e s h o r t - c i r c u i t i n g  equipment 
by p u t t i n g  p in s  i n  t h e  w i r e s ,  o r  m e ta l  
c h ip s  and f i l i n g s  i n  s e n s i t i v e  e l e c t r o 
n i c  equipm ent.

Workers i n  t h e  a u to  i n d u s t r y  can 
t a l k  f o r  h o u rs  abou t  t h e  hundreds  o f  a c 
t i o n s  th e y  t a k e :  c a r s  im p ro p e r ly  welded
and f a l l i n g  a p a r t  as  th ey  come o f f  th e  
l i n e ;  slow-downs on t h e  b e l t  c a u s in g  
t r a f f i c  jams i n  t h e  p l a n t .

In  o t h e r  w ords, i n d u s t r i a l  w a r fa r e  
i s  w id esp read ,  and t h e  u se  o f  sa b o ta g e  
i s  a s t a n d a r d  weapon in  th e  w orking c l a s s  
a r s e n a l  a g a i n s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  When i t  
i s  s a i d ,  "The power o f  t h e  p e o p le  i s  
g r e a t e r  th a n  th e  te ch n o lo g y  o f  t h e  Man!" 
t h i s  goes f o r  f a c t o r i e s ,  p l a n t s  and 
shops a c ro s s  t h e  U .S . ,  as w e l l  a s  th e  
s t r u g g l e  of  t h e  h e r o ic  V ietnam ese 
p e o p le .
WORKERS OF THE WORLD UNITE!
ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!



Lo si n g _ Support

t press would have us 
believe that the last two weeks have been 
relatively quiet ones in Indochina and 
that new laser guided bombs are destroy
ing more things more accurately in North 
Vietnam than ever before. By trying to 
focus on the air war over the North, the 
press is helping the U.S. government take 
attention off the deteriorating situation 
in the South, which has grown markedly 
worse in the last two weeks.

To begin with, the war in IndoChina 
has been winding up some more. Last week 
the U.S. command announced the opening of 
the 7th air base in Thailand. Last month 
still another air base, 100 miles north 
of Bangkok was re-opened. That air base, 
built by the U.S. government was supposed
ly closed in 1971 because of troop with
drawals but now has reopened as the war 
grows bigger and bigger. Nine more B-52's 
are being sent to S.E. Asia and some 40 
more are on alept.

In the past month over 5,000 U.S. air 
'men arrived to handle the build-up. In 
the last week, although the army strength 
dropped by 500 and Air Force by 100, an 
influx of U.S. Marine Corps fighter bomb
ers to counter the liberation forces of
fensive has increased Marine strength by 
600, balancing the Army and Air Force 
cuts.

There is growing evidence that the U.S. 
backed Thieu government in South Vietnam 
controls the nation's drug traffic. A 
witness before the U.S. Senate Appropria
tions Committee said last week that South 
Vietnamese President Thieu, his former 
vice-president and his current prime min
ister run organizations that split con
trol of their nation's opium and heroin 
trade. U.S. officials also condone and
even cooperate in the illegal drug traffic 
for "political and military reasons."

Former Vice President Ky's sister 
flies to Vientiane,the witness said, about 
once a month to arrange shipment of the 
packaged heroin. It is then flown to Sai-
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by the rapid expansion of the South Viet
namese military which already has more 
than a million and a half people in the 
military out of a population of 18.9 mil
lion people.

As the Vietnamese have begun to fight 
more and more against that kind of pol
icy and the government that supports it, 
the Thieu government has begun to rapidly 
increase repression in hopes of stifling 
the growing cries of opposition. The 
best current account of that police re
pression in Saigon was in a report on 
June 4 called "Vietnam: Reign of Terror."

The report said, "Thousands of people 
are being rounded up and jailed by the 
Saigon government on the orders of Pres. 
Nguyen Van Thieu. Special branch police 
swooped down on houses all over South 
Vietnam and arrrestedvanyone under the 
remotest suspicion of being "left wing." 
At least two shiploads of 1000 people 
each have been sent to the political 
prison island of Con Son off the coast 
of South Vietnam. Many others are being 
detained and interrogated in local police 
stations. The arrests are an attempt to 
stamp out the Viet Cong "fifth column" 
believed to be gaining strength in the 
country since the offensive began eight 
weeks ago. Under the martial law decree, 
Thieu has powers to arrest and detain.

"Students, poets, writers and poli
tical activists are being rounded up--as 
many as 40 or 50 every week. People who 
fear they may be arrested are virtually 
hiding, sleeping in different houses 
every night..."

It doesn't show weakness for the lib
eration forces to take time-to reconsol- 
idate from a long term of fighting. The 
real weakness is being shown right now in 
the South, particularly in Saigon, where 
the economy is in chaos, unemployment is 
rampant, and the political unrest is so 
great that Thieu feels he has to begin 
mass arrests and institute a reign of 
terror to keep things under control.

Helen Chauncey, Stanford Venceremos

on
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services soj institu

tions 
towns.

gon in government planes. Until recently 
Mrs. Ky's prime supplier was an overseas 
Chinese who used his silent position as 
a partner in a Laotian Pepsi Cola plant 
to import a chemical necessary for manu
facture of heroin. CIA-supported mercen
aries conjrol the opium traffic in N.E. 
Laos and one of the chief contacts in
volved in the traffic controls is the 
large laboratory which produces the drugs 
sold to the GI's in South Vietnam.

That kind of corruption is typical 
of Thieu's government and is undermining 
the support of even his own hand-picked 
senate . Last week the Saigon senate 
rejected Thieu's bid for martial law 
powers, even though it won't have much 
effect since Thieu has already assumed 
sweeping powers on his own. [Even so, 
his own carefully,, selected senate is no 
longer simply rubber-stamping his re
quests . ]

With this growing lack of support 
for Thieu's government, demoralization 
in the field grows. Morale of the troops 
around the "seiged" city of An Loc, North 
of Saigon, is a good example. Thousands 
of Vietnamese from an airborne division, 
the Fifth and a ranger group, more than 
half of them wounded^ can't get out of 
the city unless a relief column gets 
through from Saigon. A 12,000 man divi
sion was sent North from Saigon on April 
9, but it has suffered hundreds of casu
alties and has made no substantial pro
gress in opening the highway. The wounded 
inside An Loc are dying and they know it, 
but the Vietnamese Air Force won't come 
in and get them out. Encircled soldiers 
were refusing to leave their bunkers be
cause they were afraid that if they were 
wounded they would die for lack of medi
cal care or from infection, which is 
rampant among the wounded. Bitterness 
is growing not only against the generals 
who sent the soldiers out to fight 
America's war, but against the Americans 
as well.



1959-1972, DECOTO 9

Los 13 años de (Hala suerte para Decoto 
empesaron el día 13 de enero del 1959. En 
ese tiempo fue cuando unos cuantos ciudad
anos con dinero y tierras para especular
T,lVe!U oS> el gran Tom Kitayama
John A Ratekm, Oscar Dowe, "Smokey"Kenneth 
barcia (Espano - Americano), Joseph Lewis y 
otros peticionaron para la incorporado^ de 
Decoto y Alvarado para crear a Union City 

El d a  13 de enero, Decoto y Alvarado, 
con un nombre nuevo - Union City y bajo un 
nuevo govierno, el manejador municipal elijo' 
los primeros al concilio para representarlos. 
Nadien fue sorprendido cuando los elejdos 
al concilio fueron^los mismos que lucharon 
por la incorporación de Decoto y Alvarado 

Hoy es 1972.y 13 años han pasado.¿Que ' 
han traído estos 13 anos de progreso a 
los residentes de Decoto y Alvarado? El 
ano pasado en Septiembre Decoto tuvo sus 
primeros. El origen de los alborotos o 
desordenes fue por años de neglecto de 
concilio, anos de fastidio sobre las 
problemasde viviendas,escuelas sobre 
populadas, injusticias causadas por las 
policías, el empleo, y años de mas y mas 
taxas., Los residentes de Decoto y Alvarado 
no han desfrutado de los beneficios que 
el progreso de 13 años nos debia de ver 
traído ha nosotros! En vez de eso la 
gente que se ha cambiado a las viviendas 
nuevas son los que tienen paques nuevos, 
calles nuevas, ymiembrosdel concilio 
que los representen a ellos. Han estado 
desfrutando de estos beneficios al questo 
de la gente^de Decoto y Alvarado.

Los 13 anos de mala suerte han pasa- 
o porque la clase de gobierno que tiene 

manejador municipal para una comunidad 
ha ignorado el pasado histórico y el in-, 
teres de los residentes de Decoto y Alva
rado. Es en el ^Superblock" centro de corn- 
mere io y complexos de apartamentos?¿.Es

Ï H N 0 S  DE MALA SUERTE!
gente?¿>Es en el interés de Decoto y Al- 
varadex tener servicios para toda gente 
esta?feEs en el mtere's de la gente de 
Decoto y Alvarado tener nueva industria 

, que no entrene ni obtenga trabajos para 
nuestros residentes?

13 anos de mala suerte y un futuro de 
mala suerte porque el concilio de la cui
dad y el manejador municipal tienen un 
poder muy peligroso, el poder de planear 
las zonas del futuro y el desatollo del 
terreno de Decoto y Alvarado. Ellos tienen 

poder de hacer decisiones, que afectan 
gente que ellos no pueden representar,

tíenen casas <íue estefn atravesa- 
cf w l0S quieren el "Master Plan".

Master Plan" decir que el terreno de
MAIN STREET, UNION CITY

Niños jugando en Decoto

Decoto y Alvarado valen mucho. El terreno 
va valer mucho mas, pero no para 1«rSo'fT P0C° dlnero y~  teireno donde tienen sus casa^ fi

¿Porque quieren un futuro asi^el con
cilio y el manejador municipal para un
del íonrhv °  C°m? UnÍ°n City? L°s miembros concilio y el manejador municipal de
un puebl.o chico solamente pueden ganar 
poco dme'ro pero un pueblo de 50,000 ello« 
pueden ganar "mucho" mas dinero./Las cam
panas cuestan mucho dinero y los .'desar
rollantes tienen el diñero que invertir en 
los miembros del concilio y el manejador 
municipal quienes las dan terrenos en 
cuales pueden construir el commercio, in
dustria, freeways, y complexos de aparta
mentos para gente que los traiga negocio 
al commercio de ellos!

¿Como podemosprévenir que nos destru
yen nuestra communidad? Si el concillo 
y el manejador municipal no nos repre
sentan tenemos que organizamos y infor-
concn-de t0d°.10 ^ue esta Pasando en el concilio municipal.,Si nos queremos que
dar en Union City tenemos que luchar por 
nuestros derechos y no tenerles miedo la 
los traidores del concilio municipal! 
raidors porque ellos fueron entre los

Asi' es como la gente de Decoto 
quiere ver nuestro barrio
i anartamentos' vo creo crue casa. Ellos solos 1

LA FAMILIA MADRIGAL

La familia Madrigal vive por un 
camino de tierra en una casita vieja 
por Alvarado-Niles Road. La casa 
tiene muchos defectos y ellos solos 
la han amejorado un poco para que 
ellos puedan vivir en ella. La familia^ 
de ocho ha vivido en Union City por 
13 anos y por .11 de esos anos han esta
do registrados con el Housing Authori
ty. fcPor fin ya les han dicho que les 
van a dar una casa....?

P:c QUE ES LO QUE PIENSA DEL "MASTER 
p l a n 'q u e HA PROPUESTO EL CONCILIO 
MUNICIPAL?

R: Pues, yo no tengo propiedad ni
soy dueña de una casa pero me gustaria 
ver que Decoto se quede cctno esta".

No estoy%n favor de que sacen la 
gente de sus casas para hacer aparta
mentos. Creo que esta gente no les 
gustaria cambiarse ni vivir en un 
apartamento. Si les coijipran sus casas 
supongo que no les daran mucho por ellas.

Si hacen apartamentos' yo creo que 
van a cobrar mucho para renta y la 
gente pobre no puede pagar mucho.

P:¿QUE CREE^UD. QUE PUEDE SER HECHO PARA 
MEJORAR EL BARRIO DE DECOTO?

R: Mucho puede ser hecho, La ciudad debe
ayudarles a las gentes quienes nescesitan 
mejorar sus casas. Donde las casas están 
muy viejas se deben hacer casas nuevas.

En Mexico donde vive mi papa^la ciudad 
les ayudo hacer esto y también hizieron 
banquetas. Hoy ellos le están pagando a 
la ciudad por lo que les ayudaron. Si la 
ciudad de Union City verdaderamente qui
siera ver que Decoto se quede equal podian 
hacer esto.

Estoy en contra de que sacen a la gen- 
. te de sus casas para poner apartamentos. 
¿Lo que quisiera saber es donde piensan 
poner toda esta gente?¿Ha pensado el con
cilio. municipal de esto?

P:¿SABE UD. DE EL "TURNKEY HOUSING" QUE 
VA PRODUCIR 200 APARTAMENTOS EN COMPLEXOS 
PARA LA CIUDAD DE UNION CITY?

R: No, no se. Pero parece ser buen idea.
Creo que esto puede ayudar a mucha gente.

Tengo unos amigos que viven por el otro 
lado de esta misma calle que también tien
en mucha familia, creo que 7. vivieron en 
una casa pior que esta de nosotros. Era 
un gallinero. Nadien les ayudo y ellos 
solos le pusieron toda la tuviera: para la 
agua en ese gallinero. Alli Vivieron por 
mucho tiempo. Hace poco que compraron

casa. Ellos solos la compraron, con tam
bién un poco de dinero que le presto el 
jefe de esposo. El hombre trabaja en los 
campos.

. Hay mucha, industria aqui y la gente 
necesita viviendas. Pues trabajos son 
buenos también pero va uno a estos luga
res y no están ocupando gente.

Están mañana fue al lugar donde hacen 
bolsas de plástico y me dijieron que no 
están ocupando. [Kitayama tampoco está 
ocupando gente!

P :¿QUE PIENSA ÚD. DE LA ASOCIACION DE 
RESIDENTES QUE FUE FORMADA EL JUEVES 
(MAYO 25, 1972) EN ESA JUNTA DE LA COMUNI
DAD?

R: Es buena idea que se junten los resi
dentes de Decoto para hacer todo lo posi
ble para que no pase el "Master Plan." 
Especialmente los que son dueños de casas.

La asociación debe hablar con abogados 
para ver que es lo que podemos hacer le
galmente. )Lo bueno es que la gente esten 
unidos !

/La petición es una cosa buena. Y to
da la gente debe firmarla para poderla 
presentar al concilio, i Ellos deben saber 
lo que la gente quiere! | Y deben (el con
cilio) ponernos atención!

(La ciudad ha impuesto un moritorio en 
la area de Decoto que detiene toda clase 
de construcción. En la junta del concilio 
el día 22 de Mayo, con presión de la com
munidad, el concilio voto en favor de ex
tender el moritorio por 90 dias mas mien
tras cambiaban el zonado de Decoto a ca-

(CONT. EN LA PAGINA PROXIMA)



El Barrio de Decoto
to Lo que la ciudad quiere para el

El barrio de Decoto es el lugar 
mas viejo de toda la ciudad y tiene 
mas de 4,0.00 residentes (85% Chicanos)
El condado hecho fuera de sus casas a 
muchas familias cuando construyeron el 
BART por Decoto. La carretera 580, si 
pasa destruirá mas casas. El Partido 
de la Raza Unida ha luchado en contra 
de esta carretera y la comunidad ha 
forzado el concilio que publicamente 
hable en contra de esta carretera.

Hoy,"nuestra" ciudad nos han presen- 
sentado con un Master Plan para nuestro 
barrio. El plan incluye en el la carre
tera 580, aunque nos han prometido publi
camente luchar en contra de el-, Bill 
Zanier, el manejador del concilio nos 
dijo en la junta del'concilio que va in
cluido para enseñarle al estado el im
pacto que tuviera esta carretera en 
Decoto si pasarira' por alli. Después, 
en la misma junta nos dijo que este 
Master Plan fue creado para darles a 
los residentes de Decoto un "sentido 
de comunidad!"

En 1966 Decoto fue re-zonado para 
viviendas multiples residenciales (esto 
dice que esta bien para los desarollan- 
tes que vengan a poner complexos de 
apartamentos) . Pero so lamente unos 
cuatros apartamentos fueron construi
dos porque los residentes del barrio 
no quisieron vender sus propiedades.

La area commercial esta por la 
calle "E". Las calles fueron formados 
por el estilo de una plancha de wafles 
y calles que se crusan. Porque la 
ciudad ha puesto pocos altos en las 
calles de Decoto ha tenido mas accidentes 
que qualjjuier otra parte de la ciudad.

Según el Master Plan hay mas de 
1,100 viviendas en Decoto, más de 900 
de esas son casas y más de 200 son 
viviendas multiples (apartamentos y 
duplxes). El estudio encontró'que 
150 casas (13%) necesitan repararse 
para complacer el nivel del codigo y 
que 150 casas mas (13%) deben ser des
truidos .

El reporte encontró' qtie la forma de 
calles estorba el recreo publico y el 
espacio de estacionamento y también 
hace que la comunidad no tenga sentido 
de comunidad entre ella. Para mejorar 
estos nos han propuesto :

(1) Una "Plaza Mexicana" que sera 
construida como 'Super Block* por alre- 
dor de 6 cuadras. La Plaza será como la 
ca"e Olvera en Los Angeles. Con esto

dicen que atrairan a las gentes quienes 
están interesados en la cultura Mexicana.

(2) Alrededor de la plaza, por cada 
quadra frente al Super Block tendrán 
viviendas para una familia - juntas 
(como townhouses).

(3) Si la carretera propuesta es 
construida, toda la calle Railroad*Ave. 
y la calle "12" serán destruidos. El 
plan demanda una barrera de apartamentos 
entre el corredor de tra”fico (BART, dos 
ferrocarriles y la carretera nueva) y 
viviendas para una familia cada una alre
dedor para que no pase el ruido del tra
fico .

(4) Una quadra entera por la calle 
y entre las calles "B" y "C" posiblemen
te serán para un parque.

(5) El plan también indica que cier
tas calles serán cerradas al tráfico que 
pasa a las 'calles Whipple Road y Decoto 
Road. Lo que quieran hacer con esto es 
hacerlo' más 'fácil cuando las policias 
entren a la comunidad de enserrarnos sin 
que entre nadie para ayudar a la gente.

’i Este plan fue presentado a la comuni
dad por la Raza Unida, no por el concilio, 
si fuera por ellos nunca nos hubiera dicho! 
.Que quiere decir esto para la gente del 
barrio? Primero, mucha gente se queda
rán sin casas si dejamos que pase la car
retera. ¿ Para donde se ira esta gente?

Cuando pasó" BART mucha gente perdió 
sus casas y les dieron tan poco por’ellas 
que se vieron forzados a sacar prestamos 
para comprar nuevas. iMucha gente habla 
empezado hacerles a sus casas harreglos y 
perdieron el dinero que les metieron,tanto 
como las casas de un jalón! Esto les puede 
pasar a la gente que hoy vive por las 
calles Railroad Ave. y la calle "12".
¡¿Que pasará con las otras 150 casas 

que j a  no tienen remedio?! ¿Quales casas 
serán condenadas? t Si este plan pasa el 
Super Block sera construido entre 7 é 10 
vengan aquá por el contraer ció? ¿Que pasara 
con las casas alrededor del Super Block? 
Iran a comprar quadras enteras los desar
royantes para este estacionamento y casas? 
Como residentes tenemos el derecho deman
dar de que nos den contestaciones a toda 
estas preguntas !

Con la construiccion de este commer- 
cio el valor de nuestras propiedades va 
subir y las taxas también? En Hayward, 
paso lo mismo y la gente que no pudo pa
gar todas las taxas se vieron forzados a 
vender sus propiedades.¿Pasara esto con 
los residentes de Decoto?

I t

.

Un calle en Decoto

años. i Y donde se estacionarán los que 
Si mas apartamentos son constuidos 

mas gente se vendra para Decoto. Pueden 
mantener toda esta gente con la clase de 
facilidades que tenemos para la agua?
Esto quiere decir que Citizens Utilida
des nos servira el precio de la agua otra 
vez mas para meter linias nuevas . Y na
turalmente la gente de Decoto serán los 
que tendrán que pagar por esto!

)La ciudad ha hecho estas recomenda
ciones porque dicen que Decoto no tiene 
"sentido de comunidad!" y quieren destru
ir nuestra communidad y constuir otra 
para ver si asi la gente tendrá sentido 
de comunidad entre ellos ! /"ESTAN LOCOS!

Algunos perderán sus casas. Otros tendrán 
que hacerles arreglos a sus viviendas. Los 
pfortuñados solamente tendrán que pagar mas 
taxas para vivir en una comunidad donde 
sus amigos y familiares vivieron en algún 
tiempo pasado. l'Ya es tiqmpo que NOSOTROS 
puedamos controlar nuestro barrio nosotros 
mismos! / Y  que nosotros digamos que es lo 
que quieremos en nuestra communidad!
Muchos residentes ya se han unido con la 

Asociación de Residentes de Decoto para 
luchar en contra de este plan. /Defienda 
su casa¡tunase con Nosotros y UNIDOS VENCÉREMO

por Bill Flores

REPORTE DE AGUA DEL DECOTO
En Marzo de este ano el concilio 

de la ciudad conducio un estudio sobre 
la comparu que produce la agua para 
Union City, Citizens Utitities. Este 
estudio encontró^que el servicio y la 
calidad de la agua pobre ( algo que 
todos los residentes de Decoto ya saben 
cada ves que averemos la llave !) .

Mientras nostros en Decoto es
tamos pagando por este servicio pobre 
al mismo tiempo estamos pagando mas que 
ni una otra ciudad en toda la area de 
la bahia! ¿Porque tienen que pagar 
los residentes de Decoto tanto por agua 
tan mala? ¿ Porque en el aSo que viene 
tendremos que pagar por 2 mas aumentos?

Un servicio que cada comunidad ne
cesita es protección sobre el ansendio. 
Esta clase de protección no existe en 
la area de Decoto. En caso de un en- 
sendio hay 6 muras que pueden ser usados 
el único problema es que tardan mucho 
para salir la agua porque tienen muy 
poco pression. De estas 6 muras ni 
una tiene el poder para ser usada en 
contra de un ensendio^ ¡ Si toda la 
electricidad se parara por un rato en

Unión City la tínica parte de donde po
díamos sacar agua fuera del muro en 
Hayward localisado en el Hayward fault!

El Master Plan y el estudio de la 
agua van mano a mano con las planes del 
concilio. Los dos llevan el mismo fin 

¿Esa de Decoto y mas que eso a la 
gente Chicana!

Ellos le llaman "renovar" los ser
vicios. ^Renovar para quien? ¿Para no
sotros o para la Plaza Mexicana y todos 
los apartamentos que quieren poner en 
el lugar de nuestras casas? Esta re
novación quiere decir que las calles 
estaran bajo de construcción para po
ner lineas para la agua nuevas. Ellos 
dicen que ellos no lo daran, pero quien 
paga por ello?

i'Si el "Master Plan" y la "renovación" 
pasan nuestro barrio no estará' áqui para 
desfrutarlo.!

POR RON RIVERA Y DIANNA 
UNION CITY RAZA UNIDA

ENTREVISTA I
sas, para una familia nomas. bsto esta al 
favor de, nosotros porque previene la con
strucción de mas apartamentos en Decoto.
La petición esta al favor del moritorio 
por 90 dia mientras hacen el cambio y des
pués de que el zonado sea* cambiado' ya no 
puede estar en favor de ella. El concilio 
quiere extender el moritorio por 8 meses 
mas para dejar la villa libre jpara el 
"Master Plan." Por eso desDues de lo^
9U día ya no ío queremos. La petición 
también dice que la gente de Decoto esta 
en contra del "Master Plan.")

El comité^que el concilio ha pedido 
también puede salir de esa asociación.

Estos son los residentes de Decoto!. 
Tenemos el derecho de que nos oigan nues
tras vozes! Nosotros queremos que Decoto 
se quede como .esta! íNos tenemos que unir 
para poder seguíí la lucha que hemos lu
chada ya por mucho tiempo, la de mantener 
nuestras casas para nosotros y nadie mas!
El Pueblo Vencerán Todo poder a la gente 
de Decoto!

entrevista por Olga Montes De Oca- Venceremos



The Decoto Barrio

What wants for it
11

***

The Decoto Barrio is one of the old- 
: part of Union City and has a popu- 
tion of over 4,000 ( 85% are Chicano).
5 county threw out many famili~~ --
IT was built, and the nlanned

beyond repair and need to be torn down.
The report 'found the street pattern 

"disturbing," public recreation and the 
parking space limited, and a lack of 
neighborhood feeling. To fix this the 
recommended these rhchang

they
:es:

And what of the 150 homes beyond re
pair? Which houses will be condemned? 
And where will they move? The Super 
Block may not be built for seven to ten 
years if the plan is adopted. But where 
will the shoppers park? What will happer 
to the homes surrounding the Super Block 
where townhouses might be built? Will

county threw out many families when 
r was built, and the planned Foothill 
sway will destroy many more homes if 
is built. El Partiod de la Raza Unida 
fought the freeway, and community 
test has forced the City Council tc 
icly oppose the planned route.
Now "our" citv government gives

(1) A "Mexican Plaza" to be built as a 
super block" for six blocks surrounding 

Street. The plaza might be like
T'a Q f - t n  1 n c  Anrrol o c  o f t r o c f

nE.

to
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Olivera St. in Los Angeles "to attract, 
additional trade from those interested i 
the Mexican culture and goods."

to tne nomes surrounding m e  oupei oiu 
where townhouses might be built? Will 
developers buy up whole blocks for these 
units? As residents we demand answers 
to these questions!

pose Lue pianneu ruuie.
r" city government gives us 

er plan for our Barrio. The plan
Now "our
;r plan for our Barrio. The pla 
I includes the Foothill Freeway, 
jh the City Council had promised 

At the City Council meeti

the Mexican 

(2)

it.
;y Council bad promised tc 

. the City Council meeting, 
Zanier, Union City's City Manger, 
us that "The proposed freeway was 
ded in the plans to show the state 
mpact of such a freeway in Decoto.

even
to

uer, Union City's City Man; 
that "The proposed freeway 
. in the plans to show the ; 

a freeway

Lan was made
lity" in the Decoto
io w  the city figures lu uu uiu.
i 1966 Decoto was re-zoned to multi-

 * ^

ipact of such a freeway in Decoto." 
in the meeting, Aanier said that 
an was made "to create a sense of

Let's see

culture and goods.

Around this Plaza, on each block fac 
ing it, would be zoned single-family 
attached (for townhouse develppments).

(3) If the proposed freeway is built the 
area between Railroad Ave. and 12th St. 
would be destroyed. The Specific Plan 
also calls for a barrier of apartments, 
between the traffic corridor (BART, two 
railroad lines and the new freeway) and 

single-family homes, to keep out 
;e from the increased traffic.

in

u i u  t o  • r v o  l & o i u c u t o  w w  u w i u c u i u  c H lS W  6 1 *  S

to these questions!
With the construction of the Mexican 

Plaza (the Super Block) land values will 
probably rise. But property taxes will 
rise too. In Hayward, as new apartments 
and shopping centers were built, property 
taxes rose so fast that residents who 
were no longer able to afford it sold out 
to land developers. Will this happen in 
Decoto?

the 
noise

i"'»*'!!™
mostly bee:?2 S « r » « T b u i l t .  mostly because

» residents didn't » . 11
3 r e s i d e n t s ^ 1^ ^  **h ere the people 
he commercial area I . is
little £ajnl,1IJ'0™ reet. The streets 
sred along "E1 in the old
laid out many ye re blocks
e iron style, wi Because theany through street^ ^  ^  in
has put up ve y h £rom Car
:0j the number of de** ^  ^  city.
lents is doubl® Specific Plan there
According to th P ^  Decoto area, 
over 1,100 uni units (houses),
900 SÍnglTlti f amily units (duplexes ,over 200 multi r_-\ The studyplexes. and apartments). T} ^  
id that about 150 ^  ^  stan_
£ " . 5  another 150 units C W «  • »

ramny nomes, to Keep 
the increased traffic

(4) One square block on Ninth between
“ dTicoto Roads

What this
it Will be easiersniated closed-off com- 
need be on this £or the
munity. What9 First of all, many people Decoto Barrio. ^  let the state
will be left h0^ leS^ ere win they go? 
build the £ree«^-BART came? Many fami-Remember whe ^  g0 s0
lies not only lo £hey were
little money for the t get new ones, 
rorced Co bhat
Some people ha 9 even though
they still had to Pay fo ' might
thSiI hr « S o s  »o» SÎi»d between
■ÏK£? “ -th st.

it new apartments are built more 
people will enter Decoto. Can the util
ities handle that new pressure? Accord
ing to the Specific Plan, the Citizens 
Utility Co. is already stretching its 
capacity and even now there might not be 
enough water to fight a big fire. This 
means that Citizens Utility will have to 
lay new pipes to meet the new needs, and 

« ¿ant* nf, be Juu^e4..to
neighborhood and »u u “ “ " We will not
Ï Ï Ü d  a sense of c-unsf,. ̂  p
allow this*. another by this p
Z Ï Ï Ï 1  dose others « U

ones°will rnly have -
hills and maybe h g q£ their neighbors
a community where ^  ^  cQnt 0i
once lived. It t we say what

own community aI\  must unite
is done to our ^mm ^  already
to win'. Many ld**idents Association
joined the Dec Defend your home.
k i n t i  'together A u  « ni
° Bill Flores

WATER

mm.i
¡¡11

naso Karch «  -ion 

quality of the *ater the residents

Æ :  s ï T -  «- -
poor G“»l«* «“ ( ^ ¿ i u z e n s  utility 
time are pay1 0 community
CO. d » a s ! s a ‘f l ‘ S  does Decoto 
o£ the “ ^ “ «vice, why
p a y  so much for »  lo
S  for two » o e  increosos.

One service needed by * ction in
is fire protection. In case
Decoto is almost that could
°£ * fi”u r teth:“ rohï» is that if our be turned °n- the p ^  wells would
homes are on fir , these six
need time to "crank *P ‘
wells. none have any emergency P

ov failure the only 
in the event of a £>w ^  storage
water source would faulti
tank located on f * J  and the "Master Both the waterstuüy They
Plan" for Decoto go 1 ^
a«  b»*11 gradual broakin,same result, th g »Mexican Plazar
our homes! ..Revitalization’ ofThey call it the ^  whom? For
services— revitaU» »Mexican
us or for their  ̂the place of
p l a z a "  they plan “ ¿ al^ ation will »oah 
our homes? ® e  r putting m  new
tearing up streeta ^is will be provi- 
pipes. They - V  « U  ^  the bill I 
ded, while we hav ^  ..Revitali-

îf the "Master r0 won't
zation" are put ^ f ^ t o  pay for it 
be any Chicanos in Decot

by Ron Rivera y ^ana
Zion City Raza Vmda



DECOTO:
THIRTEEN YEARS OF BAD LUCK

SÈgÊSÈm
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The thirteen years of bad luck for 
Decoto began on Jan. 13,1959. It was then 
that some citizens with money and land 
began to speculate, among them "Million
aire" Big Tom Kitayama, "Boss" John A. 
Ratekin, "O.D." Oscar Dowe, "Smokey" 
Kenneth Garcia (Spanish-American), "Bat
tling Joe" Joseph Lewis, and others peti
tioned for the incorporation of Decoto 
and Alvarado to create Union City.

Thus on January 13,1959, Decoto and 
Alvarado under a new name-Union City- and 
under a new government-Council-Manager- 
elected their first councilmen to repre
sent them. To no one's surprise the new 
councilmen were the same people who pe- 
titioned for the incorporation of Decoto
and Alvarado.

It is now 1972. Thirteen years have 
passed. What have these 13 years of pro
gress brought to the residents of Decoto
street riots." The origin of the riots were 
years of city council neglect, years of

frustration over the housing problem,un
employment, lack of recreational parks, 
overcrowded schools,police harassment, and 
years of higher and higher taxes.

The residents of Decoto and Alvarado 
have not reaped the benefits that the growth 
of thirteen years should have brought us. 
Instead, the people moving into the new 
tract-homes and the city councilmen who 
represent them,have enjoyed the benefits 
at the expense of the Decoto and Alvarado 
people.

Decoto's thirteen years of bad luck 
happened because the Council- Manager form 
of community government has ignored the 
Jiistorical past and the future interests 
of the Alvarado and Decoto residents.

Is it in the interests of Decoto and 
-Alvarado to become a1 "Superblock"with a 
shopping center and apartment complexes?
Is it in the interests of the parents and 
children of Decoto and Alvarado to have 
our schools overcrowded because more and
ing tract-homes.the same people who turned 
down not only the Cesar Chavez Jr. High,

but the much needed housing for the poor.
Is it in the interests of Decoto and Alva| 
rado to have industries mbve in and not 
.train and hire our unemployed residents?

Thirteen years of bad luck and a fu
ture of bad luck because the city coun
cil and city manager have a dangerous pe- 
wer-the power to plan the future zoning 
and development of the land that is Deco
to and Alvarado. They have the power to 
make decisions for people they do not re
present,people whose homes in Decoto and 
Alvarado stand in the way of the "Master 
Plan". The Master Plan means "progress" 
and progress means that the land in Deco
to and Alvarado will be very valuable.
The land will be valuable but not for the 
little people who have a little money and 
only their home property. The land will 
be valuable when all our people are moved 
out and the rich land developers move in.

Why would the city council and city 
manager hope for such a future? A city 
councilman and manager in a small city like 
Union City can only make a "little" money, 
but the councilmen and a manager in the 
future Union City of 50,000 people can 
make "BIG" money. Campaigns cost money 
and land developers have money to invest 
in city councilmen who will approve com
mercial development, industrial growth, 
freeways, and high-rise apartment com
plexes for people who will shop in their 
shopping centers.

How can we as citizens of Decoto and 
Alvarado prevent the "Urban Removal"?
Since the city council and the city manager 
do not represent us, we must organize and 
inform ourselves of what is going on at 
city hall. Whether or not the citizens of 
Decoto and Alvarado will be around in the 
future depends upon our energies and guts 
to stand up to the traitors at city hall.
They are traitors because they were early

Union City.
UNITED WE WILL WIN!

Decoto Residents Threatened
INTERVIEW WITH MRS. MADRIGAL:

The Madrigal family lives on a 
little dirt road off of Alvarado-Niles 
Road in an old run-down house, which 
they've made major improvements on.
The family of eight has lived in Union 
City for 13 years and they've been reg
istered wL th the local Housing Authority 
for 11 of those years. They say they 
are finally in the process of finding 
them a house under plan 235...?

of their good homes to build apts. And 
what I'd like to know is where these 
people are gonna go? Has the City thought 
of that?

Q. Have you heard of the Turnkey Housing 
Project that will provide 200 units of 
scattered multiple family dwellings?

A. No. It sounds like a good idea. 
And it will be a great help to people.

Q. What do you think of the proposed 
"Master Plan" for the Decoto area?

A. Well, I don't have any property or 
own a home, but I would like to see 
Decoto stay the same. I don't think 
that the people that own their homes 
will get very much for them and would 
not like to pay rent instead.

Homes should be built in the exist
ing empty lots. I think it's better for 
people to own their homes. If apartments 
are built in their places the rent is 
usually high and poor people can't af
ford high rent.

Q. What do you think could be done to 
improve the Decoto area?

A. A lot could be done. The city should 
help people fix their homes if they need 
improvements. In Mexico where my father 
lives, the city built sidewalks and 
helped the people improve their homes. 
They are now making monthly payments to 
the city for the cost. Improvements 
could be made in this way if the city 
really wanted to save the Decoto area.

T am nnnosed to taking Deonle out

I have a friend that used to live 
down the road. They too have a large 
family; seven kids. They lived in a 
place worse than ours. It was a chicken 
coop. No one helpedithem at all. There 
was no plumbing in the coop so they put 
it in themselves. They lived there for 
years. Now they are finally buying a 
home. They did it on their own except 
for a little money they borrowed from 
the husband's boss. The husband works 
in the fields.

There is a lot of new industry 
around Decoto. We need homes tool Well, 
jobs are important, but you go to all 
these places to look for work and you 
can't get jobs anyway. I went this 
morning— to the plastic bag place and 
they're not hiring. Kitiyama isn't hir
ing either.

yers and ask for legal advice on what 
could be done. The most important 
thing is that people get together on 
this issue.

I think the petition is a good 
thing. We should get it all filled 
and explained to people so we can pre
sent it to the City Council. They have 
to pay attention to what the people 
warn.. (For several months the city has 
imposed a moratorium that stops any new 
construction in the Decoto area. At the 
City Council meeting on May 22 they voted 
with some pressuring from the community, 
to extend it for a 90-day period,to 
change the zoning to single-family dwel
lings. This way no apartments could be 
built in Decoto. The moratorium is nec
essary at this time because of that. But 
the city wants to try to keep it for 
another eight months after the re-zoning 
to make way for the "Master Plan." The 
petition states that the people are 
against the "Master Plan" and in favor of 
the m o r a t o r i u m ^  this time, but after 
the re-zoning we are against anymore
moratoriums.)
A. (con't) The task force which the City 
has asked for to review the "Master 
Plan" could also come out of this, asso
ciation.

Q. What do you think of the residents 
association that was formed at the com
munity meeting Thursday (May 25)?

A. It's a good idea for people to 
form some kind of association or commit
tee. Especially for people who own 
their homes.

The association should talk to law-

THESE ARE THE PEOPLE AND RESIDENTS 
OF UNION CITY, DECOTO. WE WANT OUR 
VOICES HEARDÎ WE MUST KEEP DECOTO THE 
WAY IT IS! WE MUST UNITE TO WIN THE 
STRUGGLE THAT HAS BEEN GOING ON IN OUR 
LIVES A LONG TIME! THE PEOPLE WILL WIN! 

POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Interview by Olga Montes de Oca 
East Bay Venceremos
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Guns and Politics 13

BY KENT HUTCHINGS

GUN CONTROL
A lot of people have this funny idea 

that reactionaries like George Wallace 
and friends are the most dangerous would- 
be rulers in the United States.

in reality, the most potentailly 
dangerous people already are in power—  
the so-called liberals.

Wallace, even after he got punc
tured in Spiro Agnew's home state, Mary
land, hasn't uttered so much as a peep 
about gun control.

But our practicing fascists— McGov- 
arn, Humphrey, Kennedy, and all the rest 
if that slimy gang— immediately seized 
an the opportunity to try to pull some 
vool over our eves.

You've undoubtablv read or heard that 
ihere are dozens of gun control biíls 
aending.

Every liberal in Congress has tossed 
ais own bill in the hopper, hoping for a 
aat on the head from one of the ruling 
alass criminals his bill would protect 
from the armed wrath of the people.

So, you'Id better buy that pistol 
'ou've been thinking about right now. By 
Christmas it is likely that the possess- 
-on of ANY kind of handgun will be ef
fectively outlawed.

Under the provisions of a typical 
aill that seems likely to pass— this one

à arq e La mmÊtm

picture and your fingerprints taken, pay 
a s'tiff fee, and belong to an expensive, 
private shooting club.

After going through all of this, you 
would be given the "privilege" of keep
ing target pistols locked-up and care- 
fullv guarded at your club— to be used 
only under the supervision of the range 
master and onlv during the normal busi
ness hours of the range.

Everv time vou bought sold or trans
ferred a handgun, you'Id have to pav a 
stiff fee to the Federal government.

This, of course, is just the opening 
shot in the battle the liberals will un
ceasingly wage to completely disarm the 
.American public.

Even that phony radical Shirley Chis
olm and her supporters, including the 
formerly revolutionary Black Panther 
Party, have come out for gun control.

The only organized national oppo
sition to gun control is coming from the 
National Rifle Association and similarly 
reactionary groups who want to keep their 
guns in order to shoot revolutionaries 
and other common "criminals."

So what can be done?
The long-term answer is to work fir 

a socialist revolution, which, among 
other things, will arm EVERYONE with

rO U w o u l d  have to regi-

g u n  s h o w s
•  .... an EXPERT at bv

been goinjS^un I
“Y u ” ««pons

the shows have gotten
nd worse. tQ a show
ew weeks ago, cairKrounds in
Santa Clara three months,
>e. Held once e 1 the best
S r c a S o S n i -  »£ the

three best *n made me sick,e most recent sho ^  & cheap
had an atmosp . trying to
al. Instead of bar some £aked
>u inSide ", TereVere hucksters ;aded woman, trvine to convince
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°r that ^ S c h  was worth $120 Automatic whi ^  made o£

ise there were on y in £act
particular d the gun they
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Or ‘that the the 13-St 3.-
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a "steal" a?,s*eais" at the San Jose There were stea were stealing 
w all tigbt-seiie
ve gun buyers i reSsurected in
If Christ ^ad bee g thg
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T ov:1hdo .oneychangors from
ke he ?000 years ago.e temple some before--

Like I said so many

FXPERT at buying weap-i£ you're not a^ shows.
ons, don t g _£ 've made myself

Me. “¿ g o  «  “ other 5a promise to c with a guaranteeÎ can get get at a show)
(something you 1 I can buy
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turf— in Congress and the state legis- . 
latures, in the Executive and Judicial • 
branches of the government, with public 
opinion, public pressure, and public re
sistance .

In the short-run, we'll need every 
body we can get. This means that we 
even have to ally with the NRA reaction
aries— trying all the while to put our 
politics in command and making sure that 
the people understand we are doing it 
out of necessity.

Sit down and write a letter to each 
and every one of your Federal, State and 
local elected "representatives." Corpo
rate slaves that they are, these "rep
resentatives" still have to win elections 
and at least pretend to serve the inter
ests of the people.

Enough letters and all but the most 
die-hard gun control fanatic is going to 
think twice about trying to disarm us.

Study the question of gun owner
ship. Be informed and prepared to defend 
vour right to keep and bear arms.

One fascinating example of the good 
that guns have done for this coufitry 
is the fact that there is an 11% tax 
on the sale of all guns and ammo.
The entire wildlife conservation program 
depends on this tax revenue.

If vou shoot 200 roudds of ammo a 
month and buy one weapon in the course 
of a year, by the end of that year, 
you've contributed at least $40 to con
servation.

What ecology freak can say the same?
But, if your legal efforts to keep 

your guns fail and a gun confiscation 
bill is passed, you'll have to hide your 
weapons from the government from the 
government.

You should prepare for this possibi- 
uility now, by scouting good places to 
stash your pieces as well as buying un- 
registered (from private parties) wea
pons .

For, come the day that the liberal 
fascists move to consolidate their power 
by disarming the people, there'll be 
agents knocking on your door trying to 
find your guns.

Remember— there are less than 150 
■ CLUiL-sh.QPping days. till Christmas--and 
the shows aii« ™âp“ s “
pair parts for tPs and what’s
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14 Alum Rock School District Struggle
_ «  rait n f  S C

0n Mayd17siudeSsU ofCA Î *  « 0 ^  school 
^ « c o n f r o n t e d  the Alu» Rod.School
Istrict Board of yg^^gerious demands.

ano students, Snanish is
otCr c o ” a S d ISandrchican¿ culture Is 
fu a 'n y  ig n o r e d ^  C o n s ta n , . ¿ a r a s e n t  «

tudents goes on a l l t h e t " , SUspen an¿l sometimes llieg»1 " nnecessary ana s o . . T many of
ions for minor infractl° ^ j  their 
he Chicano parents, as well as tne 
hildren, the schools are like prrsons 
esiened to subdue poor people.

So it’s no suprise the the Chicano 
arents and Students have told the 
.oard to meet their demands by March 15,

1973 or they will boycott the public 
school system. And this community

SerÍ?he'meeting with the Board lasted 
about four hours and almost «ali of t 
75 Chicano parents present had their say. 
The Board was full of liberal words but 
predicted no direct action on the demands. 
Ine. of the Board members, a young, appa - 
ently rich white woman, was so tern 
“ the fact that the people stood up and 
spoke that she tried to appease t 
people by taking their side. Her toke 
ism was obvious and so was her racism 

This community struggle in San Jose 
is just beginning. The Parents and 
Students are firm in their determination 
to win. If their demands are not met 
they are sure to pull several hundred

young people out of school. [In response 
to Venceremos' interest in t >

Ricardo Valdez, the chairman, !̂ n t u s  a 
letter telling how and why the Chican 
organization was formed].

THE DEMANDS MAINLY INVOLVE THE FOLLOWING

ISSlESThat many, many more Chicanes be 
hired as counselors, bi-lingual an 
bi-cultural teachers, principal at 
one school, and all levels of jobs.

2. That teachers or administrators who 
violate the suspension policy be fir .

t p ™ c c p  DEMANDS ARE NOT MET BY MARCH 15,
1973 WE WILL STOP SENDING
SCHOOLS IN THE ALUM ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT.

h o u s e  of p ie s  t e l l s  o n l y  LIE S

æ  -p-i pc is a chciift xsstâ/u The House of Pies is
rant, creating eyesores in c x t i e s ^
scene with matching Betty Boop uniforms, 
['he oppression and degradation that 
exists is so smothered in plastic and 
’nice" decor that it's hard to notice.

Waitresses are paid $1.45 an hour, 
diile busboys, cooks and dishwashers re
ceive the $1.65 minimum wage. Employees 
are not paid time-and-a-half for mandatory 
overtime or for working on holidays.

We women who work as waitresses are 
asually picked because of our looks or 
oecause the boss likes u s . Some of the 
former bosses told a few women that if

late  fla s h
Child Care Now 

scores a victory
Wednesday morning, Child Care Now 

heard from the school district offic 
that we were given a room at Ventur 
School for use as a child care cente
this summer.

It will probably be used tor 
after-school and pre-school care.

We will be needing equipment, 
teachers, volunteers andcommunrty 
port It will tentatively open be 
tween June 26th and Juiy 3rd.

Call Jennifer at: 493-1676

f°r T O ' P E O P L E

sup-

JC i-X-LeU.

Because they see women as sex symbols 
and Third World people as inferior, the 
management of the House of Pies is both 
racist and sexist. Within the bosses' 
warped minds, they think that Black and 
Brown women aren't attractive, so in the 
past they only hired white women. Only 
recently have they hired some Black 
waitresses, but they're treated like shit 
— expected to do more work and called 
racist names.

The House of Pies is owned by a cor
poration called International Foods.

Thev control different divisions. One 
l i v L S n  is Inter-World whose trnckdrrvers 
all wear American flags on therr.nnrforms. 
Inter-World owns Orange Julius, 
Restaurants, and puts out an ice cream 
oroduct. The other divisions own, for 
one the International House of Pancakes.

'The bosses try to hide this from the 
workers They try to calm us down by
saying that if we unionize the restaurant
win go broke, and only if we work extra 
hard L d  cut down on "help" will we be 
able to get raises. This is a lot of 
bunk. The heads of this ^rporation make 
thousands a month off our sweat, while we
make almost nothing.

The workers at the House of Pies a 
going to be moving against the way we re 
treated. We understand that ours is no 
an isolated condition. Factory workers, 
maids, waitresses, especially Black and 
Brown people all over are oppressed in 
the same ways that we are. The profits 
made from our labor goes mostly to the
P o s t é s  i n s t e a d  o f  us'.Unionizing can only do a certain a- 
mount of good. We can get better pay, 
better dental and medical coverage, but 
we still won't have control over our 
lives.

Until this situation is changed, we 
can't really be free. Our work has to 
be for our benefit, instead of for only 
a few. The bosses aren't going to give 
it to u s . W e 're going to have to fight 
back and take it!

We Will Win!
Support the Workers at the 
House of Pies.

CHESTER STREET GOES TO TRIAL
Taking a "no action" position on sev

eral motions for Mort Newman and Bruce 
Pollock, the California District Court of 
Appeals (DCA) has thrown the case back 
into San Mateo County Superior Court for 
trial. The DCA had control of the case 
for over three months, but decided to wait 
to hear the issues until a jury listened 
to the evidence and reached a verdict.

The case originated when Newman exer
cized his right of self-defense after 
two Menlo Park Police threatened entry at 
gunpoint into the Chester Street home. 
After Mort showed and armed his shotgun 
in response to their threats, the police 
left, but returned later in two raids.
The case received its first publicity when 
the police seized nine guns from closets 
and drawers in the house. The Palo Alto 
Times led the scare campaign with a front
page story of "Arsenal in Menlo Park."
In a less publicized court decision, that 
raid and the seizure of the guns were 
found illegal and everything taken was 
returned. During the other raid police 
"found" a so-called "destructive device," 
which consists of an alarm clock, a bat
tery, some wire, switches, and a buzzer.

Although charges against Susan Flores 
and Eleanor Kaplan were dropped during 
the preliminary hearing, Newman and Pol
lock still face felony charges. When they 
go to trial on July 10 their lawyers, Jim 
Wolpman and Charlie Constantinides, will 
defend each from the charge of "posses
sing a destructive device," and Mort from 
a charge of "assaulting an officer with a 
^deadly weapon."

PAMOJA VENCEREMOS will cover the trial 
of Mort and Bruce. Donations for their 
legal defense and requests for informa
tion should be sent to Chester Street De
fense, 1969 University Avenue, East Palo 
Alto, California 94303.

Unarmed people are subject to slavery 
at any time!

San Jose S ta te  
Firings

On Tuesday, May 30, without notice, 
San Jose State President Bunzel fired 
Director Paul Sanchez and two other Chi
cano professors in the Masters of Social 
Work Program (MSW). A few days earlier 
a Chicana professor in Spanish studies, 
Lelia Garfinkel, was also dismissed. In 
both cases there was a clear political 
motivation. Bunzel said that Third World 
people who get "too involved in the com
munity" will not be allowed to teach.

The Masters of Social Work Program 
at San Jose State was the first and only 
graduate department in the country set up 
to deal with the needs of Spanish speak- 
•ing peoples. Under the leadership of 
Paul Sanchez, the program recruited 28 
Chicano students who have been working 
in several different communities in the 
Santa Clara Valley.

One brother, for instance, a Chicano 
from rural Northern New Mexico, has been 
working in Morgan Hill with migrant farm 
workers, helping them to develope organ
izing abilities so they won't be helpless 
before the growers.
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Addiction to opium and its fieriva- 
tives has been an American problem for 
nearly as long as our nation has existed. 
In the nineteenth century, before their 
addictive power was recognized, narco- 
tics--usually morphine--were frequently 
prescribed by doctors as pain-relLevers. 
Patent medicines, sold everywhere off ped- 
lers' wagons and over pharmacy counters, 
often had a narcotic content of 5 to 10 
per cent. Through such wonder-working 
remedies as Mrs. Winslow's Soothing Sy
rup, Dr. Cole's Catarrh Cure, and Per
kins' Diarrhea Mixture, enormous amounts 
of opium, morphine, codeine and other 
drugs were spooned into children as well 
as adults. With the development of the 
hypodermic needle in the 1840's, addic
tion rates soared.

During the Civil War morphine was 
freely applied as a battlefield pain
killer. By the end of the war more than 
45,000 veterans were suffering from "sol
diers' sickness", as addiction was called. 
Estimates of addiction ran as high as 
4 per cent of the population--a rate 
that would give us more than 8 million 
junkies in today's population!

It was not until the 1890's that 
doctors and authorities clearly recog
nized the dangers of narcotics addiction. 
Then withdrawal clinics began to spring 
up all over the country. Articles and 
books exposing the horrors of addiction 
rolled off the presses. In 1898 medi
cal scientists came up with what they 
thought to be a non-addictive cure: 
heroin. Derived from morphine, heroin 
quickly replaced the other opiates in 
most cough medicines and tonics. The 
addictive nature of the new drug was not 
noticed in scientific circles until 1910, 
when tens of thousands of people had al
ready been consuming it freely for years'.

The Harrison Narcotics Act, passed in 
Washington in 1914, drove the narcotics 
trade underground. The law was designed 

« to bring addiction under control by
strictly limiting and taxing the produc
tion and distribution of drugs. Unfor
tunately, Congress dropped from the bill 
all provisions for the treatment of ad
dicts. Hundreds of thousands of people-- 
most of them ordinary citizens with jobs, 
families, and no criminal records--faced 
the prospect of enormously painful and 
usually ineffective "cold-turkey" with
drawals. At first doctors, hospitals, 
and clinics tried to ease the problem 
by prescribing drugs in decreasing doses, 
making gradual withdrawal possible. But 
the Federal government and the courts 
chose to interpret the Narcotics Act in 
the strictest possible way.

Government agents began raiding cli
nics and shutting them down. Thirty 
thousand doctors were prosecuted and 
3,300 actually jailed for continuing to 
prescribe narcotics for their addicted 
patients. The few doctors and public 
officials who demanded a more humane 
policy were ignored. By 1924 nearly all

the clinics were closed, and scarcely any 
doctors were still willing to risk dis
grace and prosecution for prescribing 
narcotics.

Thanks to the federal government, 
addicts were left with nowhere to turn 
but to the newly-flourishing illegal mar
ket in drugs. With millions of Ameri
cans desperate for a fix and willing to 
pay almost anything to avoid the suffer
ing of withdrawal, underworld syndicates 
quickly moved in to meet the demand. As 
prices soared, addicts were forced to 
turn to crime to support their habits--

women often took up prostitution, men 
stealing. The drug traffic thrived es
pecially in the new ghettoes of the nor
thern cities. The police, who at least 
made pushing difficult in most white ar
eas, blinked at the drug traffic when its 
only victims were black.

The Harrison Act certainly did not 
eliminate addiction, but it did succeed 
in pushing the problem out of the sight 
of politicians and most of the public.
But the problem continued to fester. 
Heroin spread through the ghettoes, es
pecially after World War II. The new im
migrants from Puerto Rico joined black 
people as the special victims of the her
oin plague. And the underworld continued 
to make enormous profits off the trade.

Editor's note: This article, writ
ten by the Concerned Asian Scholars, 
gives a brief historical account of the 
spread of opiate addiction in America.
It will be followed by a number of arti
cles written by members of the education 
collective of the Palo Alto Drug Col
lective. All their articles, in which 
we attempt to give people a historical 
look at drugs, a medical understanding 
as well as our own anti-imperialist po
litical analysis, are used as part of 
the first aid classes in the Drug Col
lective. In the next issue of the paper, 
we will continue with more material on 
heroin, to be followed with articles 
about various drugs. We hope these will 
be useful to people in developing drug 
education classes for their communities 
that help educate people to the genoci- 
dal nature of drugs. As Michael Tabor 
of the New York 21 said, "DOPE IS A 
FORM OF GENOCIDE IN WHICH THE VICTIM 
PAYS TO BE KILLED."
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PROLETARIAN1ZING

t h a t  a l l  t h e  a c t i v e
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at one point « e p  horror and out-
club.they r®sp , one Third World
rage, and since Then ^  rs
brother has ^ ^ ^ T i t h  deportation 
in prison and anothe^ to prQtect

workers
dents as 
students can
workers _

Ï Ï f S  S i S S  -  - plies
to Stanford. the student

Since advan^ f tive sense 
movement in a q’u uniting it with
at this time means students must
the workers' movem ^  can m ake the 
ask themselves a U y  t0 the
student workers have told
workers. Stantor students must
student picketers that ^
be a reliable, cons are subject
kers taking ant q£ livelihood
to having their means for a

via CJP sUSpenS1°^i0ns in the future, against such invas: ^  __
The actions of acquiesence after
beginning with th ££nal demon-
Bruce's risy with the Academic
stration of _showed us a g a i n ^
Council "di5?f.̂P u.uxaiige lri ’the first 
place for a movement, which was in
spired by the purging of a revolutionary 
professor by an upstanding group of this 
liberal faculty, to look at this same 
faculty as the main ally. Yet in expo
sing the powerlessness and subservience 
of this group, we were forced to come to 
grips with our own lack of power as 
students. This meant seeing ourselves 
and the faculty,not as the crucial 
nerve centers or decision makers, but 
more like messenger boys for the ruling 
class--well paid, but lackeys nonethe^- 
less.

NEW ALLIES.

On the other hand, as the struggle 
advanced new allies "appeared" to stu
dents who for too long had focused their 
attention on the words of the faculty.
The "Off Shockley" campaign, led by 
Third World Liberation Front, and the 
torchlight parade, initiated by people 
from Stanford's satellite communities, 
are primitive beginnings of the crucial 
alliances which are needed in order to 
build a strong and durable anti-imperi
alist movement. It was one of the high 
points of the year when these forces 
marched on Stanford and joined in soli
darity with students to wage people's 
war against the monster that oppresses 
us all. The unity will grow, and the 
next time the torches won't go out as 
easily.

Although this movement of students 
.and community people was so effective 
at disrupting Stanford that no class
room or lab was safe from attack and 
that even Lyman feared showing his face 
on campus, it's the 7000 workers at Stan
ford whc are in the position where they 
are able €o actually's'hut down Stanford. 
It is those workers who are the nerve 
center of the university and who make 
things function. They regulate the li
braries, run the offices, maintain plum-

even 
analysisA class aiiay  '" ,t do those 

tells us i t analysis
Only with a cor tudent

movement tells us »  can't
Only with ^  s1

the historical r0^ _
things.
of the ilia*-,. ^— ¡0ilfc 1noveflíéñf”has great
ly disrupted the war effort, and in do
ing so has acted as a deterrent force 
to the Johnson-Nixon administrations.
The student movement, working together 
with third world liberation struggles 
at home, has launched an offensive from 
the inside to help overthrow the U.S. 
military as the world police force.

The student movement sparked a simi
lar movement among their peers, who 
had been drafted into the military.
This G.I. revolt is just part of an 
overall transformation of the conscious
ness of the American people occurring 
over the last several years. The move
ment causing this transformation was led 
by students, who showed themselves once 
again to be highly visible and in a po-< 
sition to be the first to move. Yet as 
powerful as the student movement has 
been and is, it cannot singlehandedly 
stop Stanford or the war. No amount 
of "creative tactics",no military 
genius, can make a student movement 
do militarily what it does not have 
the political strength to do. To do 
these things, the student movement needs 
allies.

STUDENT-FACULTY ALLIANCE?

Realizing the need for allies, the 
student movement first turned to the fa
culty on the mistaken notion that stu
dents and faculty are the ones who make 
things function and the ones who have 
the power to change things. The wor
kers in this view are almost invisible. 
How many times have we marched to the 
labs or administration buildings and 
fiercely debated directors and techno
crats while ignoring secretaries and 
janitors? Yet as the struggle developed

S o f / l l y  involves
Developing thi nt o£ the

purging the studen ideas propa-
elitist, a n t l T p r o l e w r w ^  stan£ord, who 
gated by instrtutic3 tudent unity.feel the threat of worker ^  ^  _
The "Archie Bunke ^  the n d i n g  class
can worker is pu educational sys-
through TV, P r c - ;  -  ing the
tem for the p j g o s e  £rom the
traditional a n n  
workers' movement.

inis process of proletarianizing 
the student movement does not mean that
all the active students leave the cam
puses to organize workers. There is no 
substitute for a highly visible, active 
anti-imperialist movement on the cam
puses. What it does mean is that the 
leadership of the student movement must 
change hands from the petty-bourgeois 
leadership that has predominated in the 
past to leadership with a real proletar
ian outlook.

Finally we have to realize that 
with the increasing repression coming 
down at Stanford and throughout the na
tion, students must be willing to give 
up their class privilege of attending 
Stanford. More and more the adminis
tration will not allow any challenge to 
its authority, forcing students either 
to accept Stanford's role in imperialism 
or to become revolutionaries.

The student-worker alliance is not 
one that will be built quickly and easi
ly, but only gradually through our day 
to day collective struggles. While that 
process goes on, the students must con
tinue to advance on a tactical level in 
order to continue as a potent, visible 
anti-imperialist force and to build it
self into the strong and reliable ally 
the workers need. The last few weeks 
have seen the movement make tactical 
advances in terms of the level of mili
tancy and organization. We have shown 
■•that the police's strengths of mechani
cal professionalism and technological 
superiority can be defeated through 
our strengths of surprise and people's 
spirit. To "learn warfare through war
fare" is the task of all anti-imperia
list comrades throughout the protracted 
struggle dedicated to the revolutionary 
goal of turning Stanford around.

Dru Cornett 
Steve Downey 
Enid Eunkeler 
Stanford Venceremos
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° ? el L e tte r From a Folsom CadreThe following letter is to 
Venceremos cadre an# other comrades 
from Thero Wheeler, an inmate in 
Folsom State Prison. Thero is a 
member of Venceremos and a black
ïoV^ UtK°nary Wh° ÍS firlnly devoted to the building of a multi-national 
revolutionary party now in this 
country. Thero has served almost 
two years m  prison since his parole
selfraaaked^beCaUSe ^  defended himself against an attack by Los Angel
es pigs. He has also recently been 
convicted of escape from Soledad 
and sentenced to six months to five
toapol H\ WaS recently transferred to Folsom because of his success in 
organizing along multi-national 
lines inside Soledad. His efforts 
continue at Folsom, and he sends 
this message to his revolutionary 
comrades in minimum security:

An open letter to my comrades :
Being one who does not believe 

vn the exzsting order, and a member 
Ç Venceremn^ T oall fnr> ^  _
the control mechanTsm^^^ff^^^i^ 
italistic system. Our efforts will 
never be succès ful if we do not con
tinue to engage in practical, day- 
to-day struggle against all the con
trols that this capitalistic system
has erected to maintain their rule.
We must continue to attack the con
cept of citizenship within these 
United Snakes of Amerikkkaj the 
educational system, the mass media, 
the welfare system, the courts and 
the administration of justice (mean
ing: just-us, the capitalists), the 
profit motive system, the denial of 
adequate health and medical facili
ties, dope in our communities, etc.

All of these and other forms of 
control must be systematically 
attacked, and the greater the unity

the capitalists and used against poor 
ahd working people throughout the world? 
In fact, this is the essence of the coun
ter-revolutionary line and practice of 
the CP, which leads people sooner or la
ter into collaboration with the U.S. 
ruling class, the most vicious bunch of 
gangsters in human history.

It follows then that the CP denies 
the necessity of armed revolution, and 
seeks ideologically and physically to 
disarm the oppressed people. The CP in
filtration of the Black Panther Party, 
and the social pacifism it pushed on the 
the Panthers from inside and outside, 
was a major factor in destroying the 
Black Panther Party as the vanguard of 
the U.S. revolution. Gus Hall, General 
Secretary of the Communist Party and its 
candidate for President of the U.S., 
gave the official line when he said'in 
his speech to the founding convention of 
the CP front, the Young Workers Libera
tion League (February, 1970), that the 
slogan "'Pick up the gun'" would only 
"alienate" the people "who are moving 
into struggle." It follows then that 
the CP would use Angela Davis 1 trial as 
a way of covering up the revolutionary 
significance of Jonathan Jackson's act
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our 2 % r Z Z l r tad?ct°-PPreSS US ***
us theU a Z  Z f  °nS' BetWe™— . ^  or* antagonisms, but
the United Snakes of Amerikkka, and 
help build a new world, a world 
without racism, hunger, disease, 
exploitation and oppression in all 
forces, a people 's world, a world, 
a world of sisters and brothers.

Remember our ultimate goal is 
to keep our revolutionary commit
ment under all the harsh forms that 
repression and mounting -Fascism are 
taking; the road I and others like 
myself who live directly under the 
yoke 24 hours a day have taken will 
not be altered. What about you 
fellow revolutionaries?

In my close I call for a stronger 
base within the revolutionary cadres 
(vanguards) to unite fervently- with

more concern to combat the psycho- 77 
logrcal genocide that I witness 
everyday, and rally around the

establishment of people's reorient 
adn-on centers for those who hZl 
^understood the ,workers societu 
and commit crzmes against the work
ers (people). And the immediate

ZlTcZ °f -fl prisoners from the

Of t h / Z f f  fit S t / S i
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SEE YOU ON THE FRONT LINE.- 
T hejro  WliGsle^f 
Folsom state Prison

JACKSON
Hi Ann,

I know this letter wi 11 /-*✓>

find you as well as^he last't^1 I "you. last time I saw

®o-Lei M  Ín1íhe0S."h;‘t 'S happened » “ >■ 
■Ian, charged
an ex-convioi- eri and being
»  not guilty of either'chargf. 1

MkeCbaiiabec"useriSh" th° g“"S' 1
I f ,  really r p o a t i ^ r h o i r ; 01® h°ld '
the United P r i L , ™ » ^ 1 beC“USe °f

I need your help and all of i-w 
People that you can get i„ v í  
this parole hold dr„pped helP

There really js„.t anything else
visit, visiting noui 
1:00 to 4:00 p.m.

Take care and all my love to all the 
revolutionary people.

POWER TO THE CONVICTED CLASS 
YOUR REVOLUTIONARY BROTHER 
IN STRUGGLE,

Popeye Jackson

editors note: Popeye Jackson is a leader
in the United Prisoners Union, and 
this bust is an intolerable act of 
political repression against the 
brother. ________________

ually picking up the gun, and inspirirtg 
the oppressed people with a heroic 
attack on the.state. So at the end of 
the trial, one of Angela's lawyers said 
that the state has made "a damned good 
’case against Jonathon Jackson." The CP 
does not just attack the heroic acts of 
small numbers of true revolutionaries 
like Jonathon Jackson. It also takes 
exactly the same line as our rulers on 
the heroic revolutionary violence of 
masses of people acting in internation
alist solidarity with the people of Indo 
China, or in their own defense in the 
ghettos and barrios :

"To throw a bomb at a bank, to burn down 
a building, to break plate-glass windows 
without cause, is not to conduct revolu
tionary activity but to play at it; it 
is "revolution for the hell of it." It 
does not raise revolutionary class con-. 
sciousness, does not hurt the war effort 
of cripple the system, despite hallucin
ations to the contrary. (Green, p.29)

What the CP assumes is that these 
acts of revolutionary violence are "with
out cause." Of course this is perfectly 
consistent with their position that we 
live in a democracy whose government we

ourselves have chosen. But those of us 
who think that we live in an extremely 
violent dictatorship of the big bankers 
and businessmen, intent on subjecting 
all people to capitalist slavery, think 
that there is plenty of cause to bomb 
banks, to burn down R0TC buildings, 
Stanford Administration buildings, induc
tion centers and courthouses, and to 
break windows of the Hoover Institution, 
finance companies, ITT and the FBI. And 
when the Chinese people tell us that 
these are important acts in the world 
revolution, and when Hanoi calls us to 
say that these acts inspire their fight
ers on the battlefield, those of us who 
call ourselves revolutionaries can only 
apologise for not doing much more to help 
destroy the common enemy.

So VENCEREMOS feels duty-bound, at 
the very moment of our celebration of the 
acquittal of Angela Davis, who was falsel; 
accused of participating in a great rev
olutionary act, to remind the people that 
in.fact the party she represents is not 
revolutionary. The ability to tell real 
revolutionary ideas and organizations froir 
fake "revolutionary" ideas and organiza
tions is a life and death matter for the 
masses of people.
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The Venceremos Ministry of Information 
suggests that everyone read GUNS § POLI 
TICS. The books answers questions like 
"Why?" "When?" and "How?" and offers 
historical information on the question 
of armed self defense.
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EVENING CHILD CARE PRO,GRAM
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VENCEREMOS PUBLICATIONS
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1969 University £ e"U|4503
East Palo Alto, 
(415) 328-4941

48 pages
Spanish and English 

25* per booklet/free tojpxisoner^
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have the'same Pr^ ^ £* children is a com- 

Since the care ^  asked that each
munity resPonS \.ic£’ating community 
member of the P f ^ ^ o n e  night during 
groups sign in \ list of 3 ,
the month. ( work to the calendarpossible nights to « r k  ^  6()
committee.) People*s Hedxcal
P1* “  f  Health Collective, Vence-Center, Women s He® people are
remos and a study g ^  6;Q0 to
assigned to work ea up theiE
11:00 sharp? pare:n -  printed up a
children by 11 ° cl° ^ ‘ eEts for each 
calendar showing as g partici-
* night and passed them o
pants. . , j 7 nights a weekThe program is housed / n  8 ^
in the Day Care Cen er^ facilities
Medical Center w e^ children to sleep. 
enough for up participating noWk
(There are 20 c h x w  F ^  ^  can
The children come dressy
Play u n t H ^ t y  for running the^ro-

Respons

p l a n n e d p ar en t ho o d 
p ro be c e n t e r , RC .. 
VP t r e a t m e n t , free 
VENCEREMOS HDQTRS..

gram 7ill rotate between group
so

369-8249
341-1361
328-4941
369-8249

on a few wo-i- a - - ..
that the burden will £s n0in the past; to oversee

— TTLE,'V?ie1,5GHSoi district office
that we were given a room at Ventura 
School for use as a child care center 
this summer. It will probably be used 
for after-school and pre-school care.
We will be needing equipment, teachers, 
volunteers and community support. It 
will tentatively open between June 26th 
and July 3rd. Call Jennifer at:
493-1676 for more information.

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
Methadone is an addictive drug that 

San Mateo County is trying to push on the 
people. The Redwood City People's Drug 
Program will be at the San Mateo County 
Board of Supervisors on June 12-14 to 
oppose the methadone maintenance program.

All drug programs should be set up 
and run by community people. We urge every 
one to come and speak their minds.
'For information call the Redwood. City 
Drug Program-366-0160.

men as it has<■— ittee set up
The program has been running since May 

22 and has had few foul ups, probably be
cause we weren't careful to make many clear 
rules. If you woulp like to know the de
tails or your organization in East Redwood 
City would like to join, contact Janet 
Swift: 369-9782.

PAM0JA VENCEREMOS IS AVAILABLE AT:

MENLO PARK:
Kepler's Bookstore 
Johnny's Smoke Shop 
Crossroads Mkt. (E. Menlo) 
Law Commune 
Baneth's Pharmacy 
Whole Earth Truck Store

SUNNYVALE :
Pete's Smoke Shop

REDWOOD CITY:
Rocky's Papermill

MOUNTAIN VIEW:
Kepler's Bookstore

PALO ALTO:
Plowshare
Kepler's (south PA) 
Fran's
World Indoor Records 
Magic Sun
New Age Natural Foods

BERKELEY:
Yenan Books
Granma's
Moe's Bookstore

STANFORD :
Tressider Drug Store

SAN JOSE:
Underground Records 
M § J Market 
Carrol § Bishop

SAN FRANCISCO:
China Books 
I Work Kuen 
Everybody's Bookstore 
Modern Times

HAYWARD :
Cal-State Bookstore» PEOPLE’S PLAZA «

BANDS * SPEAKERS
SATURDAY, JUNE 107:00p.m.
^  TO DEMAND THAT RUCHELL MAGEE BE FREED NOW! 

^  TO CELEBRATE ANGELA'S RELEASE

EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT
UNIVERSITY § EMERSON, DOWNTOWN PALO ALTO



VENCEREMOS
We stand for governm ent by the poor and w ork

ing people. The revolution and the new soc ia list 
society will be led by the p ro le ta ria t, the m ost 
oppressed peop le--B lacks, Chicanos, P uerto  R i
cans, Native A m ericans, A sian-A m ericans, poor 
whites, people on the s tre e t, all those who m ust 
e ither sell th e ir  labor to live, live off unemploy
ment o r  w elfare, o r  end up in ja il o r  the arm y.

The p ro le ta ria t m ust lead the r e s t  of the w ork
ing c lass and all o ther people oppressed  by U.S. 
im peria lism  to overthrow  the rich , who now own 
and control all the institu tions of the so -ca lled  
United States of A m erica, and seize these in 
stitutions for the people.

Only the d ictatorship  of the p ro le ta ria t and its  
a llies  can fully satisfy  our five basic dem ands, 
but we will work to achieve each and every one 
of them  through the day to day struggles of 
the people:

1. DECENT FOOD, CLOTHING, HOUSING, 
WORK, FR E E  MEDICAL CARE, AND GOOD E D 
UCATION FOR EVERY PERSON IN THE U .S . AND 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE WORLD.

As the w ealthiest country in the world, the U.S. 
has the re so u rces  and capability right now to p ro - 
vide a decent standard of living for a ll its  citizens . 
The rip-off of the world m ust end and be replaced 
by tru e  in ternational so lidarity  based on r e s t i 
tution of the people’s stolen p roperty . E v ery 
body has a right to decent, safe, meaningful work. 
We will not to le ra te  a m edical system  based on 
p rofit. We demand an education which exposes 
the lies and oppression crea ted  by th is currupt 
system , teaches the tru e  heroic h istory  of the 
opp ressed  people, and allows each per.son to 
develop th e ir  full potential.

2 . EQUAL ECONOMIC, POLITICAL AND SO
CIAL RIGHTS FOR WOMEN. AN END TO ALL  
FORMS OF SEXUAL OPPRESSION.

We demand equal pay for equal work, free  24- 
hour-a-day  child ca re  cen te rs , free  and non-dis-
crim inato ry  education that teaches our tru e  h is 
tory  and the sk ills we need to determ ine our own 
destin ies, control of our own bodies, including 
b irth  control and free  abortion if desired  but 
excluding involuntary abortion and com pulsory 
s te riliza tion  (genocide).

T here  m ust be an end to d iscrim ination  within 
industry, educational institu tions, the home, the 
m ass m edia, and in everyday social life. All form s 
of sexual oppression m ust end, including all laws 
governing sexual p rac tice  among consenting peo
ple.

3. P E O P L E ’S JUSTICE. AN END TO THE  
TYRANNY BY THE RICH MINORITY OVER THE  
OPPRESSED MAJORITY OF COLOR AND POOR 
AND WORKING WHITE P E O P L E .

We believe that tr ia l by a ju ry  of p ee rs  means 
that all tr ia ls  m ust be held in the im m ediate 
community, and judges and ju r ie s  be people who 
live in the community d irectly .

We want d irec t community control of police, 
meaning all police live in the community they 
patro l and be chosen by the community itse lf.

We want the m ass of people to bear a rm s , and 
the police, as  servan ts of the people, not be a l 
lowed to bear a rm s.

We want all T hird  World, working c lass peo
ple, and youth now im prisoned , to be se t free 
because the overwhelm ing m ajority  of them  have 
not been tried  by th e ir  p ee rs . They have received 
only INjiistice from  this system . F re e  All P o 
litical P riso n e rs .

The people m ust-sm ash  all the form s of deve
loping fascism , including the gestapo tac tical 
squads, no-knock and conspiracy laws, w ire 
taps, injunctions, grand ju r ie s , Red squads, sta te  
and federal an ti-subversive  com m ittees, and the

various brands and va rie tie s  of se c re t police.
4. AN END TO THE D RAFT AND AN END TO 

A PROFESSIONAL STANDING MILITARY IN THE
U .S.

No one should be forced to fight in the m ilitary  
serv ice  to defend a ra c is t governm ent that does 
not p ro tec t us. We will not kill o ther poor and 
oppressed  peoples who, like us, a re  the v ictim s 
of U.S. im peria lism .

We support the ju s t s truggles of A m erican 
servicem en who a re  struggling within the m ilita ry  
against the oppressor.

To a ssu re  freedom  and ju stice  in the U.S. and 
the re s t  of the world, the revolution m ust abolish 
the standing arm y in the U.S. and c rea te  a P eo 
p le ’s L iberation Army that se rv es  the people.

5. SELF-D ETER M IN ATIO N  FOR ALL O P 
PRESSED NATIONS AND P E O PL E S.

Within the U.S., the Black people, Chicano peo
ple, P uerto  R icans, Native A m ericans, and the

people of Hawaii each constitu tes an oppressed 
nation. As such, each of these peoples has the 
right to self-determ ination . This includes the 
right to form  a separa te  nation-state , if they so 
d es ire , and to have any and all kinds of self- 
governm ent that na tion -sta tes a re  entitled to. 
If any of these peoples chooses to secede from  the 
U.S. em pire , we will support th e ir  secessio n is t 
struggle by all n ecessary  m eans and with our 
lives.

T here  a re  o ther oppressed  m inority  p eo p les-- 
including C hinese-A m ericans, Japanese-A m er- 
icans, Latinos, Eskim os, F ilip inos, etc. - -  who 
have the right to control th e ir  own com m unities 
and a re  entitled  to regional autonomy and full 
dem ocratic  righ ts. We pledge to support th e ir  
struggles by a ll n ecessary  m eans and with our 
lives.
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20 "THE LEADERS OF THE GOVERNMENT THERE ARE WORKERS."

ANTI WAR UNION LEADERS 
RETURN FROM NORTH VIETNAM

"The war is knocking hell out of Amer
ican working people -- inflation, govern
ment regulation, unemployment. It is also 
making those who support the war rich."

The speaker was Clifton Caldwell, vice 
president of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters 
and Butcher Workmen of North America. Apd 
the,occasion was a large meeting of trade 
union representatives called together to 
hear Caldwell and David Livingston, pres
ident of District 65(Boston) of the Na
tional Distributive Workers of America, 
report on their recent trip(April) to the 
Democratic Republic of Viet Nam(North Viet 
Nam) .

Caldwell and Livingston, along with 
Harold Gibbons, vice-president of the In
ternational Brotherhood of Teamsters, had 
been sent by their unions to meet with DRV 
representatives on bringing the war in 
Indochina to an end. The union composition 
was important since the three represented 
have been among the most militant oppo
nents of the war and Nixon's economic at
tacks against working and poor people in 
the last several years, and they are large 
unions representing millions of workers.

(Editor's note: Even though Teamster
president Fitzsimmons was the only labor 
"representative" to stay on Nixon's fas
cist Pay Board and also came out in full 
support of the latest of Nixon's brutal 
escalation in Vietnam, the rank-and-file 
of the Teamsters, through their Joint 
Council, have condemned the war as well 
as Nixon's economic policies.)

The meeting was held on Tuesday, May 
23 in San Francisco. Attendence- was quite
larg,e, about 'iOQ persons, mostly elected.

ver northern California. Many of the re
presentatives at the meeting had been ac
tive against the war in the past, but many 
more were coming to their first anti-war 
gathering, and many, of these weren't very 
comfortable about it since they were being 
pushed by strong anti-war sentiment among 
rank-and-file union members.

Notices for the meeting had presented 
the event as a report from the delegation,

The current offens^ve of the Indochvnese wberatzon forces has dealt a telling blow 
to Nixon's so-called "Vietnamization" strategy. One key to the offensive 's success 
has been the ability of the liberation forces to transport and stockpile supplies, 
as shown in the above picture.

In Indochvna, people of every age fight the 
American invaders and their puppet allies 
with whatever means they have at their dis
posal.

against t Z & ^ 71 inarea8ÍnG ^ U t a n e y

ut it was soon clear that Caldwell and 
livingston were not just reporting; they
were actively organizing unionists and 
other working people to oppose the war 
and bring it to an early end.

Caldwell was the first to speak and 
pointed out that the delegation had been 
well received by the Vietnamese because: 
"The leaders of the government there are 
workers. This seems to be the case in most 
socialist countries. They think working 
people are important. They talked to us 
honestly and frankly. We came as workers 
. ..wè got along well." His most impor
tant point was about the lack of trust the 
delegation felt about the U.S. government. 
All three delegation members came to be
lieve that Washington had been lying about 
the military situation in Indochina, and 
particularly about the DRV's and Provi
sional Revolutionary Government of South 
Viet Nam's peace terms.

David Livingston reported on the ef
fects of the bombing of the north and con
cluded: Distinguishing between a military 
target and a place where an ordinary guy 
or gal lives is impossible. Many of the 
victims of bombing are hospital patients 
and children."

Both Caldwell and Livingston were 
strong on the point that working people in 
the United States had to do something to 
end the war, particularly since many na
tional unions have supported Nixon, or 
refused to take a stand on the war. They 
urged that unions around the country offi
cially support and join a new organiza
tion set up by the delegation —  LABOR 
FOR PEACE.

It was also reported that as first 
steps to organizing opposition to the war, 
members of the delegation would go to 
Paris to have follow-up meetings with DRV 
and PRG officials and would bring their 
report to a national trade union peace 
conference to be held in June.

As Livingston noted:"If we don't do 
something to end the war right away, our 
yet-unborn children on both sides could 
be fighting years from now."

Venceremos correspondent 
Jeff Freed


